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CHAPTER   IV. 

1853-1855. 

FOREIGN    AFFAIRS. 

The  Gadsden  treaty  —  The  reciprocity  treaty  with  Canada  —  Commodore  Perry's  expedition  to  Japan  —  The 
Greytown  affair  —  The  desire  for  Cuba  —  The  Black  Warrior  affair  — Soulfe  negotiations  in  Spain  — 
Promulgation  of  the  Ostend  Manifesto  —  Wilham  Walker's  career  in  Nicaragua.  Appendix  to  Chapter 
IV.—  The  Ostend  Manifesto. 


On  December  30,  1853,  an  important 
treaty  was  concluded  between  Mexico 
and  the  United  States  by  James  Gads- 
den, by  which  a  tract  of  land  embrac- 
ing 45,535  square  miles  was  purchased 
from  Mexico  for  the  sum  of  $10,000,- 
000.  Disputes  had  arisen  concerning 
the  boundary  line  between  Chihuahua 
and  New  Mexico  invohdng  the  pos- 
session of  the  Mesilla  Valley,  of  which, 
though  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
the  Mexicans  had  taken  armed  pos- 
session. Under  the  11th  article  of  the 
peace  treaty  the  United  States  was 
obliged  to  restrain  Indian  marauders 
on  the  Mexican  frontier,  but  tliis  she 
had  failed  to  do  and,  as  a  result,  there 
were  reclamation  claims  amounting  to 
more  than  $15,000,000.  By  Gadsden's 
treaty  this  article  was  abrogated  and 
a  new  boundary  was  agreed  upon, 
while  Mexico  on  her  part  agreed  to 
forego  all  claims  against  the  United 
States  for  damages  on  account  of  In- 
dian depredations  between  the  years 
1848  and  1853.  Though  the  treaty  was 
negotiated  in  December  of  1853,  it 
was  not  until  June  30  that  the  proper 
legislation  was  enacted  to  carry  its 
provisions  into  effect.      Under  these 


provisions  the  boundary  between  the 
two  republics  was  to  begin  — 

"  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  three  leagues  from 
land,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  as 
provided  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe-Hidalgo;  thence,  as  defined  in  the  said 
article,  up  the  middle  of  that  river,  to  the  point 
where  the  parallel  31°  47'  north  latitude  crosses 
the  same;  thence  due  west  one  hundred  miles; 
thence  south  to  the  parallel  of  31°  20'  north 
latitude;  thence  along  the  said  parallel  of  31°  20' 
to  the  11 1th  meridian  of  longitude  west  of  Green- 
wich; thence  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  on 
the  Colorado  River  twenty  English  miles  below 
the  junction  of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  Rivers; 
thence  up  the  middle  of  the  said  river  Colorado 
until  it  intersects  the  present  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico."  * 

On  June  5,  1854,  a  treaty  settling 
the  fishery  question  and  providing  for 
reciprocity  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada  had  been  concluded  be- 
tween Secretary  Marcy  and  Lord  El- 
gin, governor-general  of  Canada,  who 
acted  for  Great  Britain.    This  treaty 


*  Haswell,  Treaties  and  Conventions ;  Snow, 
Treaties  and  Topics  in  American  Diplomacy,  pp. 
192-194;  MacDonald,  Select  Docurtients,  pp.  390- 
395 ;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  7 ;  Rich- 
ardson, Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  229-230, 
241;  Carpenter,  The  American  Advance,  pp.  2.39- 
275;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  pp.  6-9.  For  the  diplomatic  cor- 
respondence see  Senate  Doc.  97,  32d  Congress,  Ist 
session. 
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EECIPROCITY  WITH  CANADA. 


was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  on  June 
I'O.* 

For  some  years  the  Canadians  had 
been  dissatisfied  with  England 's  treat- 
ment of  the  Canadian  government 
and,  to  placate  all  such  discontent, 
England  decided  to  adojot  a  somewhat 
more  liberal  policy  toward  her.  An 
act  was  passed  authorizing  Canada 
to  fix  her  own  tariff  duties  and,  act- 
ing under  this  authorization,  Canada, 
in  18-i7,  admitted  products  of  the 
United  States  on  terms  of  equality 
with  those  of  Great  Britain,  thus  re- 
moving the  differential  tariff  duties 
previously  existing,  f  This  did  not  en- 
tirely allay  the  disaffection,  and  the 
Canadians  began  the  agitation  for  a 
reciprocity  treaty  with  the  United 
States.!  In  1849  the  Canadian  Parlia- 
ment passed  an  act  providing  that  cer- 
tain products  of  the  United  States 
should  be  admitted  free  of  duty  into 
Canada  as  soon  as  similar  Canadian 
articles  were  admitted  without  duty 
into  the  United  States. ||  A  bill  was 
introduced  in  the  House  by  Grinnell, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, abolishing  the  duties  on  agri- 
cultural and  natural  products  coming 
from  Canada,  the  concession  depend- 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
245. 

t  F.  E.  Haynes,  TJie  Reciprocity  Treaty  with 
Canada  of  ISali,  in  Publications  of  the  American 
Economic  Association,  vol.  vii.,  no.  vi.,  p.  9; 
Henderson,  American  Diplomatic  Questions,  p. 
507. 

t  J.  LaurcTice  LauRlilin  and  H.  Parker  Willis, 
Reciprocity,  pp.  31-.'?'2.  Tliis  work  gives  a  lung 
list  of  references  to  the  subject  of  reciprocity. 

\\  House  Ex.  Doc.  64,  31st  Congress,  1st  session, 
p.   14. 


ing  upon  similar  action  by  Canada.* 
The  bill  passed  the  House  but  failed 
in  the  Senate. 

In  January  of  1850  another  bill  was 
introduced  in  Congress,  but  it  failed 
to  pass  because  it  contained  no  pro- 
vision for  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence.  A  measure  brought  up  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress  suffered 
a  similar  fate.f  Before  Congress 
rose  in  1853  Breckinridge  introduced 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  negotiate  treaties  respecting  the 
fisheries,  the  free  navigation  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  St.  John,  the 
export  duty  on  lumber  in  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  reciprocity  with  Canada,  t 
Accordingly  Lord  Elgin,  governor- 
general  of  Canada,  came  to  Wash- 
ington to  smooth  out  difficulties.  It 
was  a  most  inopportune  time,  since 
there  was  much  ill-feeling  in  the  East 
toward  Canada,  the  Democratic  ma- 
jority in  the  Senate  was  opposed  to 
the  reciprocity  scheme,  and  Congress 
and  the  country  were  in  the  throes  of 
the  struggle  over  the  Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill.li  Nevertheless  Elgin  suc- 
ceeded in  his  mission  and  the  treaty 
was  signed.§  Under  this  treaty 
American  fishermen  were  allowed  ma- 
rine fishing  in  the  bays,  harbors  and 
creeks    of    Canada,    Prince    Edward 


*  House  Ex.  Dor.  64,  p.  3. 

t  Laughlin  and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  pp.   35-37. 

t  Haynes,  The  Reciprocity  Treaty  with  Canada, 
p.  14. 

II  Henderson,  American  Diplomatic  Questions, 
p.   r-iOS;    Launhlin   and   Willis,   Reciprocity,   p,   38. 

§  TIaswell,  Treaties  and  Conventions,  p.  451; 
Snow,  Treaties  and  Topics  in  American  Diplo- 
macy, pp.  90-92. 
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Island,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  the  several  islands  adjacent 
thereto.*  Tliis  was  a  concession  to 
the  United  States,  for  under  the  treaty 
of  1818  American  fishermen  could  not 
catch  fish  within  three  marine  miles 
of  these  coasts.  On  the  other  hand, 
Canada  gained  the  concession  admit- 
ting free  of  duty  such  articles  as 
grain,  flour,  all  breadstuft's,  butter, 
cheese,  tallow,  flax,  hemp,  and  tow  (un- 
manufactured), ores  of  metals  of  all 
kinds,  poultry,  eggs,  fish  of  all  kinds, 
hides,  furs,  skins  or  tails  undressed, 
coal,  timber  and  lumber  of  all  kinds, 
rice,  broom-corn,  oil  and  unman- 
ufactured tobacco.!  The  treaty  was 
to  remain  in  force  10  years,  unless 
terminated  by  either  party  iipou  12 
months'  notice  to  the  other.  Congress 
provided  that,  when  the  President  re- 
ceived evidence  that  Great  Britain 
and  Canada  had  enacted  legislation 
giving  effect  to  the  treaty,  he  was  to 
issue  a  proclamation  declaring  it  in 
force.!  Ratifications  of  the  treaty 
were  exchanged  on  September  9,  1854, 
and  on  March  16,  1855,  President 
Pierce  issued  a  proclamation  declar- 
ing the  treaty  to  be  a  law  of  the  land.|| 
The  effect  of  this  agreement  upon 


"Schuyler,  American  Diplomacy,  p.  414;  Hen- 
derson, American  Diplomatic  Questions,  pp.  509— 
510. 

t  For  a  complete  list  of  the  articles  see  Lraugh- 
lin  and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  p.  473.  As  to  the 
protective  features  of  the  treaty  see  the  article 
in  the  North  American  Review,  vol.  Ixxix  (Octo- 
ber, 1854). 

t  Congressional  Globe,  33d  Congress,  let  ses- 
sion, vol.  xxviii.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  2202. 

II  Ricliardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
325-326,  389-390. 


American  fishermen  was  magical; 
their  disputes  were  forgotten  and  har- 
monj^  reigned  ;*  the  trade  between  the 
two  countries  greatly  increasedf  and 
a  period  of  extraordinary  prosper- 
ity set  in.  $  But  such  delightful 
tranquility  was  not  destined  to  last 
many  years.  Flaws  began  to  be  found 
in  the  treaty;  the  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts fishermen  complained  that 
the  free  admission  of  Canadian  fish 
into  American  markets  was  ruining 
their  industry ;  and  it  was  alleged  that 
Canada  w^as  discriminating  against 
certain  American  articles  which  did 
not  come  under  the  reciprocity  treaty 
and  enacting  legislation  that  practi- 
cally nullified  the  effect  of  our  naviga- 
tion privileges  on  Canadian  waters.|| 
Accordingly  Israel  T.  Hatch  was  or- 
dered to  investigate,  and  in  his  report 
rendered  to  Congress  on  March  28, 
1860 §  asserted  that  Canada  should 
either  grant  the  United  States  more 
favorable  terms  or  the  latter  should 
abrogate  the  treaty.  On  May  2,  1860, 
James  W.  Taylor  rendered  a  report 
favoring  the  treaty  and  rebutting  the 
claim  that  Canada  had  discriminated 
against  the  United  States.TJ  The  Can- 
adian minister  of  finance  also  issued  a 


*  Henderson,  Am,erican  Diplomatic  Questions, 
p.  510. 

t  Laughlin  and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  p.  44. 

t  Henderson,  American  Diplomatic  Questions, 
p.  510. 

II  Laughlin  and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  pp.  44-45. 

§  Bouse  Ex.  Doc.  96,  36th  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion, vol.  .xiii.,  pp.  1-48. 

U  Bouse  Ex.  Doc.  96,  36th  Congress,  1st  session. 
For  a  review  of  these  two  reports  see  Laughlin 
and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  pp.  48-54. 
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reply  to  the  American  complaints,* 
but  his  answer  was  ineffectual.  In 
1864  Representative  Ward  presented 
a  report  to  the  House  t  recommend- 
ing that  notice  be  given  to  Canada  of 
the  revocation  of  the  treaty,  unless  a 
new  convention  were  concluded  satis- 
factory to  both  governments.  A  reso- 
lution embodying  this  recommenda- 
tion was  thereupon  introduced  and,  on 
December  13,  1864,  was  passed  in  the 
House  by  a  vote  of  87  to  57.J  When 
the  resolution  came  before  the  Senate 
it  was  amended  so  as  to  pro\'ide  for 
the  unconditional  abrogation  of  the 
treaty,  and  in  this  form  was  passed 
on  January  12,  1865,  by  a  vote  of  33 
to  8.^  It  was  then  returned  to  the 
House,  which  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment on  January  16,  1865.§  It  was 
approved  by  the  President  on  Janu- 
ary 18, 1865,11  and,  on  March  17, 1866, 
our  reciprocity  relations  with  Canada 
came  to  an  end.**  Several  attempts 
were  made  to  negotiate  a  new  treaty. 
In  July  of  1869  Sir  John  Rose,  Can- 


*  Haynes,  Reciprocity  Treaty  of  1854.  p.  21. 

t  House  Report,  39,  38th  Congress,  1st  session, 
vol.  i. 

XGongressional  Qlobe,  38th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, pt.  i.,  p.  32. 

H  Ibid,  p.  277. 

§/6i(2,  p.  291. 

f  United  k'tates  Statutes-at-Large,  38th  Con- 
gress, 2d  session,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  506.  For  the 
debates  in  Congress  see  Congressional  Globe,  38th 
Congress,  1st  session,  pt.  iii.,  pp.  2333-2338, 
24.52-2456,  2502-2509,  and  2d  session,  pp.  35, 
95-97,  204-206. 

**  Henderson,  American  Diplomatic  Questio7is, 
pp.  510-511;  Schuyler,  American  Diplomacy,  pp. 
429-430;  Laughlin  and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  pp. 
55-56;  Watkins,  Canada  and  the  States,  pp.  374- 
430;  Goldwin  Smith,  Canada  and  the  Canadian 
Question. 


adian  minister  of  finance,  went  to 
Washington  to  negotiate  a  new  treaty, 
but  his  efforts,  like  several  in  the  past 
and  future,  were  in  vain.* 

Meanwhile  Commodore  Matthew  C. 
Perry  had  begun  negotiations  to  open 
Japan  to  foreign  trade.  After  many 
vexatious  delays  he  finally  prevailed 
upon  the  Government  to  send  an  ex- 
pedition to  Japan  with  this  import- 
ant object  in  view.  He  sailed  from 
New  York  on  November  24,  1852,  in 
the  Mississippi,  and  was  joined  by 
other  vessels  in  the  Pacific.  On  July 
7,  1853,  Perry  reached  the  Bay  of 
Yeddo,  steamed  directly  into  the  har- 
bor and  insisted  upon  carrjang  out 
the  measures  for  which  he  had  come  so 
far.  After  much  negotiation  Perry 
accomplished  his  purpose  and,  on 
March  31,  1854,  a  treaty  was  signed.! 
The  treaty  was  transmitted  to  the 
Senate  on  July  12t  and  was  promptly 


*  Laughlin  and  Willis,  Reciprocity,  p.  65  et 
seq.  See  also  Arthur  Harvey,  The  Reciprocity 
Treaty:  Its  Advantages  to  the  Vriited  States  and 
Canada  (Quebec,  1865);  Margaret  O.  W.  Oli- 
phant.  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Laurence  Oliphant 
and  of  Alice  Oliphant,  his  icife,  vol.  i.,  pp.  106- 
132;  and  articles  in  the  North  American  Remew, 
vol.  l.xjciv.,  pp.  168-197;  vol.  Ixxi.x.,  pp.  464-485; 
cliii.,  pp.  468-480;  Penn  Monthly,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
529-534;  Magazine  of  American  History,  vol. 
xix.,  pp.  21-27;  Century  Magazine,  N.  S.,  vol. 
xvi.,   pp.   236-244;    Canadian  Magazine,  vol.   viii., 

Ip.   423-429;    vol.   x.,   pp.   379-389;    vol.   xii.,   pp. 

198-201;    The   Protectionist,    vol.    xiii.,    pp.   340- 

342,  449-450;  The  Forum,  vol.  x.xxii.,  pp.  582-593. 
t  Moore,    American    Diplomacy,     pp.     127-128. 

For    reports    and    details    of    these    events    see 

Senate  Ex.   Doc.   59,   32d   Congress,    1st   session; 

Senate  Ex.  Doc.  34;  and  House  Ex.  Doc.  97,  33d 

Congress,  2d  session. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 

243. 
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ratified.  Its  principal  feature  v/as  the 
opening  of  several  important  Japan- 
ese ports  to  western  commerce.* 
Perry  immediately  returned  home, 
reaching  New  York  early  in  1855.t 

In  July  of  1854  occurred  an  event 
in  Central  America  which  created  a 
considerable  excitement  in  the  United 
States.  A  band  of  about  300  adventur- 
ers, mainly  negroes  from  Jamaica, 
had  occupied  the  port  of  San  Juan  del 
Norte,  and  began  to  commit  depreda- 
tions upon  an  adjacent  settlement  of 
Americans  known  as  Punta  Arenas. 
Finally  they  organized  a  strong  force 
to  demolish  the  little  colony  at 
Punta  Arenas,  but  their  design  was 
defeated  by  the  interposition  of  an 
American  warship  which  happened  to 
be  in  the  harbor.  In  May  of  1854 
matters  were  further  complicated  by 
the  attempt  of  a  body  of  men  from 
Greytown  to  arrest  in  Punta  Arenas 
the  captain  of  one  of  the  boats  of  the 
Accessory  Transit  Company  of  Nica- 
ragua on  a  charge  of  murder.  Solon 
Borland,  the  American  minister  to 
Central  America,  happened  to  be  pres- 
ent on  this  occasion,  and,  believing 
that  the  captain  of  the  steamboat  was 
innocent  and  that  the  intruding  party 
had  no  jurisdiction,  interposed  effec- 
tually to  prevent  violence  and  blood- 
shed, t      Borland    afterward    visited 


•  Snow,  Treaties  and  Topics  in  American  Diplo- 
macy, p.  170. 

t  See  F.  L.  Hawks,  Tfarrative  of  the  Expedi- 
tion of  an  American  Squadron  of  the  China  Seas 
and  Japan,  by  Commodore  M.  C.  Perry,  U.  S.  N. 
(1857);  W.  E.  Griffis,  M.  C.  Perry,  a  Typical 
Naval  Officer   (1887). 

JKeasbey,  The  Nicaragua  Canal  and  the  Mon- 


Greytown  and,  while  ther-e,  was  sub- 
jected to  insult  by  a  mob.*  On  re- 
ceiving official  accounts  of  these  oc- 
currences, the  sloop  of  war  Cyane  was 
sent  to  enforce  the  demands  of  the 
American  government  —  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Greytown  make  reparation 
for  injuries  to  our  citizens  and  due 
apology  for  their  insult  to  Borland. 
But  the  Greytown  people  evinced  no 
disposition  to  comply,  so  on  July  9, 
1854,  after  24  hours'  notice  had  been 
given,  the  Cyane  opened  tire  on  the 
town.  Before  much  injury  had  been 
done  the  Cyane  suspended  fire  in  or- 
der to  afford  opportunity  of  comply- 
ing with  the  demands  which  had  been 
made.  As  nothing  was  heard  from 
the  town  authorities,  however,  the 
Cyane  continued  the  bombardment 
until  the  town  was  laid  in  ashes.  No 
lives  were  lost  and  most  of  the  build- 
ings destroyed  were  of  little  value.f 
"  This  transaction,"  said  the  Presi- 
dent, "  has  been  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  some  foreign 
powers,  and  has  been  characterized 
with  more  of  harshness  than  of  jus- 
tice.": 

The  most  important  of  our  foreign 
relations  at  this  time  were  those  with 


roe  Doctrine,  pp.  236-^37.  Von  Hoist  (Consti- 
tutional and  Political  History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  10- 
11)   considers  the  captain  guilty. 

*  Henderson,  American  Diplomatic  Questions, 
p.  130. 

t  Keasbcy,  The  Nicaragua  Canal  and  the  Mon- 
roe Doctrine,  pp.  237-238.  Von  Hoist  (Consti- 
tution and  Political  History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  11-12) 
gives  the  date  as  July  13. 

t  See  Pierce's  message  of  December  4,  1854; 
Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  280- 
284;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  9-10. 
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Spaiu.  A  desire  to  obtain  Cuba  had 
seized  upon  Marcy,  who  began  to  hope 
that  through  his  good  offices  the 
island  might  be  acquired  peaceably  and 
honorably.  In  his  instructions  of  July 
23,  1853,  to  Soule,  Marcy  said  that 
under  certain  conditions  the  United 
States  might  consider  the  purchase, 
but  probably  Spain  would  not  be  in- 
clined to  enter  into  such  a  negotia- 
tion. If  she  would  not,  then  the  United 
States  must  insist  upon  a  cessation  of 
the  annoyances  to  Avhich  the  Cuban  au- 
thorities were  constantly  subjecting 
our  commerce.*  In  January  and  Feb- 
ruary of  1854,  Soule  sent  several  dis- 
patches to  the  effect  that,  so  long  as 
Calderon,  the  foreign  minister,  was  in 
office,  he  had  no  hope  of  furthering  the 
interests  of  his  country  by  negotia- 
tion; but  an  opportunity  soon  arose 
in  the  seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior, 
one  of  a  line  of  mail  steamers  plying 
between  New  York  and  Mobile  and 
stopping  at  Havana  for  passengers 
and  mail.  It  was  the  custom  of  her 
agent  to  enter  the  cargo  in  transit  as 
ballast  by  the  direction  of  the  col- 
lector of  the  port-t  On  February  27, 
1854,  when  the  Black  Warrior  arrived 
at  Havana,  the  crew  list,  the  bill  of 
health,  separate  lists  of  the  passen- 
gers for  Havana  and  those  in  transit, 
together  with  a  manifest  specifying 
all  the  ship's  stores  (the  cargo  of  cot- 
ton in  transit  being  entered  as  bal- 


last), were  handed  to  the  boarding  offi- 
cer and  the  ship  hauled  alongside  the 
wharf  to  coal.  When  application  was 
made  to  the  custom  house  for  the 
usual  pass  to  leave  port,  this  was  re- 
fused, as  the  ship  was  entered  as  "  in 
ballast,"  whereas  she  had  cotton 
aboard.  The  agent  of  the  ship  offered 
to  amend  the  manifest,  which  priv- 
ilege the  law  explicitly  permitted,  but 
the  collector,  on  a  flimsy  pretext,  re- 
fused to  allow  this,  and  the  agent  was 
informed  that  the  cargo  of  the  ship, 
valued  at  $100,000,  was  confiscated  and 
must  be  discharged  and  the  captain 
fined.  The  captain  refused  to  dis- 
charge the  cargo,  hauled  down  the 
flag,  and  left  the  ship  in  the  hands  of 
the  Spanish  authorities.* 

When  news  of  this  outrage  reached 
Washington,  it  excited  pronounced 
indignation.  On  March  10  the  House 
passed  a  resolution t  calling  for  all  the 
information  in  the  State  Department 
relating  to  the  Black  Warrior,  and  it 
was  submitted  on  the  15th  by  Presi- 
dent Pierce. t  Meanwhile,  on  March 
11,  Marcy  had  sent  a  dispatch  to  Soule 
giving  a  history  of  the  transaction, 
and  six  days  later,  after  consultation 
with  the  President  and  Cabinet,  sent 
a  full  statement  by  a  special  mes- 
senger together  with  authoritative  in- 


*  House  Ex.  Doc.  93,  33d  Congress,  2d  session. 
See  also  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  20-21. 

t  Chadwick,  Relations  of  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  p.  255. 


*  Rhodes,  Umted  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  16-17; 
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t  Congressional  Gloie,  33d  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion, p.  601. 

+  Richardson.  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
234-235;  House  Ex.  Doc.  93,  33d  Congress,  2d 
session,  pp.  33-34. 
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structions.  Soule  was  directed  to  pre- 
sent the  history  of  the  case  to  the 
Spanish  government,  to  inform  it  that 
the  United  States  woukl  brook  no  eva- 
sion or  delay  on  the  part  of  her  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  and  to  demand  an  in- 
demnity of  $300,000.  Lest  Soule 
should  urge  the  American  demands 
with  too  great  persistence,  he  was  di- 
rected simply  to  present  the  strong 
features  of  the  case  and  refrain  from 
any  discussion  of  it;  but  he  was  ex- 
pected to  secure  from  the  Spanish 
government  an  avowal  of  the  course 
she  intended  to  pursue  in  this  matter, 
which  course  was  to  be  "  either  a  dis- 
avowal of  the  acts  of  her  officials  at 
Cuba  and  an  immediate  tender  of 
satisfaction,  or  the  assumption  of  the 
responsibihty  of  upholding  their 
conduct."* 

The  message,  with  Marcy's  instrac- 
tions,  arrived  at  Madrid  on  April  7. 
The  next  day  Soule  gave  Calderon  a 
full  history  of  the  transaction  and  left 
with  the  Spanish  minister  a  letter  ex- 
'  pressing  the  hope  that  her  Catholic 
Majesty  would  not  only  make  prompt 
reparation  for  the  damages  inflicted 
but  would  also  visit  her  displeasure 
upon  the  Cuban  officials.!  Calderon 
had  not  yet  received  any  information 
from  the  captain-general  of  Cuba, 
and  of  course  did  nothing.  Thus  far 
Soule  abided  by  his  instructions. 
While  his  note  was  sharp  in  tone,  it 


*  House  Ex.  Doc.  93,  33d  Congress,  2d  session, 
p.  32.  See  also  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  11., 
pp.  17-18;  Chadwick,  Relations  of  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  pp.  257-258. 

t  Bouse  Ex.  Doc.  93,  p.  69. 


was  not  unjustifiably  so.  Three  days 
went  by  without  an  answer,  and,  on 
April  11,  Soule  sent  another  insistent 
letter  to  Calderon,  stating  that  the 
wrong  was  of  a  grievous  character  and 
that  the  United  States  ' '  cannot  brook 
that  the  reparation  due  them  for  the 
insult  offered  to  their  flag  and  the  in- 
jury done  to  the  property  of  their 
citizens  be  in  any  way  evaded  or  un- 
necessarily delayed. ' '  He  then  threat- 
ened dire  consequences  if  the  demand 
were  not  satisfied  within  48  hours.* 

Calderon  had  already  written  a  re- 
ply to  the  first  note,  stating  that  the 
Spanish  government  was  not  pos- 
sessed of  authentic  and  complete  data 
upon  which  to  base  a  reply.  This 
Soule  denied  and  practically  accused 
the  Spanish  minister  of  duplicity, 
since  he  stated  that  it  was  known  that 
letters  had  been  received  in  Madrid, 
three  days  prior  to  this  time,  which 
had  been  sent  from  Havana  as  late  as 
March  13. f  This  brought  a  letter 
from  Calderon  on  April  12,  showing 
that  the  Spanish  government  had  been 
thoroughly  informed  and  that  Soule 
was  correct.  He  said,  however,  that 
Soule 's  peremptory  manner  was  cal- 
culated to  bring  about  an  estrange- 
ment between  the  two  powers  and  that 
Spain   was   not  accustomed  to   such 

treatment,  t 

In  Spanish  official  circles  war  with 
the  United  States  was  now  consid- 
ered probable,  and  it  was  the  common 


•  Bouse  Ex.  Doc.  93,  p.  70. 
fibid,  p.  72. 
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340 


THE  DESIEE  FOE  CUBA. 


boast  that  the  Americans  woukl  find 
the  conquest  of  Cuba  a  difficult  task.  * 
On  April  18  Caldoron  wrote  to  Soule 
stating  that  the  delay  in  answering 
had  been  justified  by  events,  since  the 
Blacli^  Warrior  had  been  delivered  to 
her  captain  and  thus  the  principal  dif- 
ficulty was  arranged.!  Two  days 
later  Soule  replied  that,  no  matter 
how  grievous  the  outrage  perpetrated 
on  the  captain  and  owners  of  the  Blach 
Warrior  might  be,  "  it  sinks  into  in- 
significance when  compared  with  the 
insult  offered  to  the  dignity  of  the  na- 
tion whose  colors  it  bore.  "J  Mean- 
while Soule  had  sent  dispatches  to 
Marcy  informing  him  of  the  sudden 
check  the  negotiations  had  received, 
but  when  these  dispatches  reached 
Washington  the  flurry  caused  by  the 
seizure  of  the  Black  Warrior  had  sub- 
sided. 

A  few  days  before  Soule 's  dis- 
patches arrived.  Senator  John  Slidell, 
of  Louisiana,  introduced  a  resolution 
to  the  effect  that  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  should  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  suspending  the  neu- 
trality laws.  The  intent  of  this  was 
to  make  easy  the  operation  of  filibust- 
ers from  our  shores.  This  proposi- 
tion fell  flat,  and  it  was  plainly  seen 
that  no  manoeuvre  looking  to  war  with 
Spain  because  of  the  Black  Warrior 
affair  would  be  entertained;  Soule 's 
lurid  dispatches   received   about   the 


•Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  22;  Foster, 
Century  of  American  Diplomacy,  p.  344. 

t  Bouse  Ex.  Doc.  93,  33d  Congress,  2d  session, 
p.  75. 

t  Ibid,  p.  84. 


same  consideration.  Soule  had  ex- 
pected that,  when  the  Spanish  reply 
was  read  to  the  Cabinet,  he  would  be 
ordered  to  demand  his  passports  and 
leave  Spain,  and  that  war  would  en- 
sue. But  the  President  came  to  no  de- 
cision save  that  nothing  should  be 
done  until  further  advices  had  been 
received  from  Madrid.  Soule  was 
neither  recalled  nor  his  course  ap- 
proved.* 

Though  Soule 's  dispatches  were 
kept  secret  in  this  country,  the  British 
papers  somehow  secured  and  pub- 
lished the  main  facts  of  the  corre- 
spondence. It  was  stated  that  the 
South  desired  some  pretext  for  a  war 
with  Spain,  since  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  would  increase  the  power  of  the 
South  in  the  Federal  Union  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  or  more  slave  States.  The 
Southern  Senators  insisted  that,  un- 
less we  interfered,  the  scenes  enacted 
in  San  Domingo  would  be  repeated 
within  a  few  hours'  sail  of  our  shores. 
They  were  comdnced  that  Spain  would 
not  sell  Cuba,  and  pretended  to  believe 
that  a  movement  was  on  foot  to 
Africanize  the  island.  On  April  3 
Marcy  sent  to  Soule  a  confidential  dis- 
patch empowering  him  to  reopen  the 
question  of  the  sale  of  Cuba  to  the 
United  States,  or,  if  "the  pride  of 
Spain  might  revolt  at  the  proposition 
to  sell  the  island  *  *  *  to  a  foreign 
power,  it  has  been  suggested  that  she 
might  be  induced  to  consent  to  its  in- 
dependence, and  that  the  United 
States  might  essentially  contribute  to 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  23-24. 
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such  a  result."*  No  step,  however, 
could  be  taken  in  Madrid  at  the  mo- 
ment. 

Soule   now   began   to    suffer   from 
"  torturing  anxiety  "  at  the  inaction 
of  the  Government.    He  saw  frequent 
intimations  in  the  American  papers 
that  he  and  the  Cabinet  had  disagreed. 
Accordingly,  on  June  10,  he  wrote  to 
Marcy  that  if  there  were  the  least 
foundation  for  these  reports  he  would 
tender  his  resignation.     On  June  19 
he  received  a  dispatch  from  Marcy, 
but   found   therein  nothing  concern- 
ing the  view  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  handled  the 
Black  Warrior  affair.     On  the  same 
day  he  wrote  to  Marcy  sajang  that 
the  belief  prevailed  at  Madrid  that  he 
had  exceeded  his  instructions  and  that 
everything  he  had  done  would  be  dis- 
avowed.    "  Spain,"  he  said,  "  doubts 
no  longer  but  that  she  has  little  to 
fear  from  our  resentment,  "t  Finally, 
on  June  24,  Marcy  wrote  to  Soule  that, 
while  the  President  was  satisfied  with 
the   manner    in   which   he    had    per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  mission,  still 
it  was  thought  best  to  give  the  nego- 
tiations weight  and  efficiency  by  asso- 
ciating   with    Soule    two    other    dis- 
tinguished citizens. t    Before  Marcy's 
notes  reached  Soule  a  revolution  had 
taken  place  in  Spain  by  which  Soule 's 
position  was  greatly  improved  and  he 
was  able  to  renew  the  negotiations. 


The  news  of  the  revolution  strength- 
ened Marcy's  hopes  also  that  Cuba 
might   be   purchased.    As    Congress 
was  about  to  adjourn,  however,  the 
Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
recommended  that  nothing  be  done. 
On  August  16  Marcy  wrote  that  the 
project  of  sending  two  other  commis- 
sioners to  Spain  had  been  abandoned, 
but   suggested   that   Soule   exchange 
views    with    Buchanan,    minister    to 
England,  and  John  Y.  Mason,  min- 
ister to  France.*    This  strangely  ap- 
pealed to  Soule,  who  immediately  left 
for  Paris.     Marcy  had  desired  that 
the  meeting  be  quiet  and  informal,  but 
this  did  not  suit  Soule 's  fondness  for 
theatrical    display.     Ostend   was    se- 
lected as  the  place  of  meeting.     There 
the  ministers   remained   three   days, 
October  9  to  11,  and  then  retired  to 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  whence,  on  October 
18,  their  report  was  sent.     The  paper 
which  Buchanan,  Mason   and   Soule 
signed  is  known  as  the  Ostend  Mani- 
festo, t    It  is  plain   that  this  mani- 
festo was   the  work   of   Soule   and, 
while  it  may  occasion  no  surprise  that 
Mason  signed  it,  it  is  something  of  a 
mystery  that  the  cautious  and  experi- 
enced Buchanan  agreed  to  it.     Evi- 
dently,   both    Mason    and    Buchanan 


*  Home  Ex.  Doc.  93,  33d  Congress,  2d  session, 
pp.  80-82. 
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were  cajoled  into  signing  it  by  the 
enthusiastic  advocacy  of  Soule.  The 
latter  certainly  intended  that  there 
should  be  no  misunderstanding  about 
the  matter,  for,  in  writing  to  Marcy 
on  October  20,  he  said  that  the  pres- 
ent was  the  proper  time  to  be  done 
with  the  question  of  acquiring  Cuba, 
"  for  if  we  delay  its  solution  we  will 
certainly  repent  that  we  let  escape 
the  fairest  opportunity  we  could  ever 
be  furnished  with  of  bringing  it  to  a 
decisive  test.  Present  indications 
would  seem  to  encourage  the  hope 
that  we  may  come  to  that  solution 
peaceably  [since]  neither  England 
nor  France  would  be  likely  to  inter- 
fere with  us."* 

In  answer  Soule  received  a  chilUng 
reply.  Marcy  took  direct  issue  with 
the  self-preservation  argument  and 
issued  instructions  to  the  minister  at 
Madrid  which  were  completely  at 
variance  with  the  poHcy  laid  down  in 
the  manifesto.  He  said  that,  if  the 
cession  of  the  island  had  to  be  aband- 
oned for  the  present,  the  United 
States  would  insist  upon  some  secur- 
ity against  the  future  misconduct  of 
the  authorities  in  Cuba.  Marcy 
closed  by  saying : 

"  III  resuming  negotiations  with  Spain  you 
will,  in  a  firm  but  respectful  manner,  impress 
upon  her  ministry  that  it  is  the  determination  of 
the  President  to  have  all  the  matters  in  contro- 
versy between  her  and  the  United  States  speedily 
adjusted.  He  is  desirous  to  have  it  done  by  nego- 
tiation and  would  exceedingly  regret  that  a 
failure  to  reach  the  end  he  has   in  view  in  this 


peaceful  way  should  devolve  upon  him  the  duty 
of  recommending  a  resort  to  coercive  measures 
to  vindicate  our  national  rights  and  redress  the 
wrongs  of  our  citizens."  * 

This      dispatch      repudiated      the 
Ostend     Manifesto     and     convinced 
Soule  that  the  purposes  for  wliich  he 
was  in  Spain  were  thwarted  and  that 
personal    dignity    required    him    to 
resign.!      On    the    18th   the    Spanish 
minister  of  foreign  affairs  declared  in 
the  Cortez  that  "  to  part  with  Cuba 
would  be  to  part  with  the  national 
honor,"    which    declaration    was    re- 
ceived with  the  spontaneous  and  un- 
divided  sanction   of  the   House   and 
with  frantic  applause  from  the  gal- 
leries.t     On  February  1, 1855,  Soule 's 
service    was    over,    though    the    mo- 
mentous questions  with  wliich  he  had 
to  deal  were  still  unsettled.     It  was 
not  until  1860  that  a  joint  convention 
was  agreed  upon,  and  the  American 
demands,    amounting   to   $128,635.54, 
were  acknowledged.    Spain  agreed  to 
pay  $100,000  of  this  sum  within  three 
months    after    exchange    of    ratifica- 
tions, withholding  the  remainder  until 
a  decision  had  been  handed  down  in 
the    Amisted   case,   which   had   been 
penchng  since  1839.    This  convention 
was   rejected   by   the    Senate.     Thus 
ended  an  inglorious  chapter  in  our 


*  Soule  to  Marcy.  October  20,  1854,  Bouse  Ex. 
Doc.  93,   33d   Congress,  2d   session,   p.   126. 
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On  October  23,  1857,  Francis  Lieber 
\vrote:  "The  victory  of  Buchanan, 
the  victory  of  Southern  bullyism,  the 
acknowledgment  of  Northern  men 
that,  right  or  wrong,  they  yield  be- 
cause the  South  threatens  to  secede, 
will  inflame  and  inflate  pro-slavery  to 
such  enormity  and  tyranny  over  the 
free  States,  and  madden  it  in  its  un- 
godly course  of  extending  slavery 
within  the  United  States  and  into 
neighboring  countries  where  it  had 
been  extinguished.  *  *  *  Such  a 
course  will  be  pursued  that  civiliza- 
tion herself  will  avert  her  face  and 
weep."*  An  evidence  of  Lieber 's 
statement  was  the  sjTnpathy  in  the 
South  with  William  Walker,  a  well- 
known  adventurer,  who  had  gone  on  a 
filibustering  expedition  to  Nicaragua, 
made  himself  president  of  that  Re- 
public, and  issued  a  decree  repealing 
all  laws  against  slavery,  thus  legally 
establishing  it  on  soil  that  had  been 
free  for  over  thirty  years. 

The  internal  affairs  of  Nicaragua 
seemed  to  favor  the  slavery  cause.  In 
the  Presidential  election  of  1854  the 
Liberal  leader  had  been  defeated,  and 
endeavored  to  overthrow  his  rival  by 
force  of  arms.  Finding  themselves  in 
sad  straits,  the  Liberals  decided  to 
appeal  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  aid.  High  sounding  proc- 
lamations were  issued  inviting  Ameri- 
cans to  hasten  to  Nicaragua  for  the 
purpose  of  overthrowing  the  despot- 
ism. Walker  was  honored  %\'ith  a 
special  invitation  and  on  May  4,  1855, 


he  set  sail  from  California,  reaching 
Nicaragua  in  June.  The  first  battle 
ended  in  Walker's  defeat,  because  the 
native  troops  fled,  but  he  retrieved 
himself  on  September  3,  at  Virgin 
Bay,  when  he  defeated  400  govern- 
ment troops.  On  October  13,  after  a 
brief  engagement,  Granada  was  cap- 
tured; and,  as  both  the  Liberal  and 
Conservative  leaders  had  died  in  the 
meantime,  Walker  was  complete  mas- 
ter of  the  situation.  On  October  23, 
therefore,  he  concluded  a  treaty  with 
General  Corral  by  which  Patricio 
Rivas  was  made  provisional  governor, 
while  Walker  himself  remained  in 
control  of  the  forces. 

The  United  States  diplomatic 
agent,  John  H.  AVheeler  (who  had  suc- 
ceeded Borland  in  Greytown),  offi- 
cially recognized  the  new  Liberal  gov- 
ernment of  Nicaragua,  whereupon  one 
of  Walker's  American  followers, 
Parker  H.  French,  was  appointed 
Nicaraguan  minister  to  the  United 
States.*  Pierce,  however,  declined 
to  receive  French  as  Nicaragua's 
accredited  representative  until  the 
people  of  Nicaragua  had  shown  that 
the  new  government  was  satisfac- 
tory to  them.  Tliis  rebuff  angered 
Walker,  who  believed  the  officials  of 
the  Nicaragua  Transit  Company  had 
secretly  influenced  the  President  so 
to  act.  Accordingly,  Walker  resolved 
to  be  revenged  on  the  property  of  the 
transit    company    in    Nicaragua    by 
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*  Keasbey,  The  Nicaragua  Canal  and  the  Mon- 
roe Doctrine,  pp.  240-241;  Von  Hoist,  Constitu- 
tional and  Political  History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  471-472. 
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making  himself  sole  master  of  the 
transit  route,*  and  induced  his  pup- 
pet, President  Rivas,  to  issue  a  decree 
on  February  18,  1856,  annulling  the 
charter  of  the  American  Canal  Com- 
pany lander  which  the  transit  company 
operated  and  attacliing  the  com- 
pany's steamers  and  property  for 
debt.f  The  officers  of  the  company  re- 
quested the  United  States  to  protect 
them,  but  the  Administration  was 
powerless,  having  refused  all  diplo- 
matic connection  with  the  de  facto 
government  of  Nicaragua  and  not 
knowing  just  how  to  proceed  in  a  dis- 
pute between  its  own  citizens  in  a 
foreign  country.!  Matters  then  took 
an  entirely  different  turn.  President 
Mora,  of  Costa  Rica,  issued  a  procla- 
mation which  so  provoked  Rivas  that 
on  March  11  he  declared  war,||  but 
hostilities  were  soon  suspended. 
There  seemed  to  be  strong  evidence 
that  Great  Britain  was  acting  secretly 
in  this  Central  American  dispute ;  and 
Wheeler,  the  American  agent,  always 
a  strong  Walker  partisan,  then  sent 
to  Washington  a  detailed  report  of 
the  Costa  Rica  invasion,  with  copies 
of  letters  that  had  fallen  into 
Walker's  hands  tending  to  show  that 
Great  Britain  was  using  Costa  Rica 
as  a  cat's  paw  to  secure  possession  of 


*  Walker,  The  War  in  Nicaragua,  pp.  156-157. 

t  William  O.  Scrogga,  William  Walker  and  the 
Steamship  Corporation  in  Nicaragua,  in  Ameri- 
can Historical  Keview,  vol.  x.,  pp.  792-811   (1905) 

t  Keasbey,  The  Nicaragua  Canal  and  the  Mon- 
roe Doctrine,  pp.  241-242;  Von  Hoist,  Constitu- 
tional and  Political  History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  473-475 

II  Senate  Doc.  68,  34th  Congress,  1st  session,  p, 
121. 


the  canal  route.  Congress  once  more 
rung  with  Monroe  Doctrine  resolu- 
tions; the  immediate  abrogation  of 
the  Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty  was  called 
for,  and  even  the  American  Canal 
Company  demanded  that  the  Nic- 
araguan  minister  be  received.  Ac- 
cordingly the  President  received  the 
new  envoy. 

Having  thus  secured  the  support  of 
his  own  people.  Walker  rid  himself 
of  his  former  allies,  was  then  elected 
president  of  the  republic,  and  was  in- 
augurated on  July  12,  1856.  One  of 
his  first  acts  was  to  issue  a  decree  on 
September  22,  1856,  repealing  all  the 
laws  of  the  federal  constituent  assem- 
bly and  of  the  federal  congress.  This 
act  abolished  the  law  forbidding  slav- 
ery in  Nicaragua  after  it  had  been 
in  force  for  32  years.  In  this  bold 
move  Walker  evidently  counted  on  the 
support  of  the  Southerners  of  his  own 
country,*  but  matters  had  already 
gone  too  far  in  the  United  States  to 
allow  any  further  extension  of  slav- 
ery, and  his  decree  only  acted  as  a 
boomerang  to  his  cause.  The  Nica- 
raguans  deserted  him  and  called  upon 
their  Central  American  neighbors  to 
aid  them  in  driving  him  from  the  land. 
As  the  year  advanced  affairs  went 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  finally,  in 
April  of  1857,  rather  than  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  Central  Americans, 
he  surrendered  himself  to  Captain 
Charles  H.  Davis  of  the  United  States 
corvette  St.  Mary's,  which  had  been 


*  Walker,  The  War  in  Nicaragua,  p.  263. 
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sent  by  President  Pierce  to  deport 
Walker  and  bis  followers  from  tbe 
scene  of  tbeir  escapades.  Witb  tbe 
consent  of  tbe  Central  American 
allies,  on  May  1,  1857,  Captain  Davis 
took  Walker  and  bis  band  on  board 
and  transported  tbem  to  Panama,  to 
be  taken  tbence  in  custody  of  tbe 
United  States  for  trial*  Walker  was 
brougbt  to  Panama  wbence  be  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  wbere  be  at 
once  began  to  agitate  tbe  equipment 
of  anotber  expedition.  So  mucb  sup- 
port was  given  bim  tbat,  on  Novem- 
ber 11,  be  again  set  fortb  witb  a  band 
of  200  men  in  tbe  Fashion,  and  on  tbe 
25th  of  tbat  montb  landed  safely  at 
Punta  Arenas,  tbougb  bis  destination 
was  supposed  to  be  Mobile.  After 
landing  tbe  men  tbe  Fashion  entered 
the  harbor  of  San  Juan  del  Norte, 
wbere  lay  tbe  United  States  warship 
Saratoga,  under  tbe  command  of  Com- 
modore Paulding.  Walker 's  force  had 
not  proceeded  far  when  Paulding, 
deeming  its  acts  to  constitute  rapine 
and  murder,  ordered  Walker  and  bis 
companions  to  lay  down  tbeir  arms 
and  repair  to  the  Saratoga.  Walker 
protested  but  obeyed,  and  the  entire 
party  was  brougbt  back  to  New  York.f 
On  January  4,  1858,  the  Senate  re- 
quested tbe  President  to  submit  the 
papers  relating  to  the  affair.     On  the 


7th  Buchanan  sent  the  papers,  to- 
gether with  a  message,  to  tbat  body.* 
He  said  tbat  in  capturing  Walker  and 
his  band  Commodore  Paulding  bad 
committed  a  grave  error,  though  bis 
motives  were  unquestionably  pure  and 
patriotic.  Thus  encouraged.  Walker 
made  a  tour  through  tbe  South  and 
succeeded  in  organizing  anotber  expe- 
dition of  so-called  ' '  fanatical  slavery 
propagandas,"  and  in  June  of  1860 
again  set  out  for  Central  America. 
This  time  he  landed  on  the  island  of 
Roatan,  was  captured  by  Captain 
Sammon  of  tbe  British  vessel  Icarus, 
and  turned  over  to  the  Hondurans. 
He  w^as  then  tried  by  court-martial, 
condemned,  and  sbot.t 

Many  writers  consider  Walker's  ex- 
peditions as  a  last  desperate  effort  of 
the  pro-slavery  party  to  acquire  more 
territory.!  Undoubtedly  Walker  was 
a  firm  believer  in  slavery  and  was  in 
constant  communication  with  promi- 
nent men  of  tbe  South,  some  of  whom 
visited  bim  in  Granada.  It  was  from 
the  South  that  most  of  his  supplies 
came,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  be- 


*  Keasley,  The  Nicaragua  Canal  and  the  Hon- 
roe  Doctrine,  pp.  243-244;  Von  Hoist,  Constitu- 
ttonal  and  Political  History,  vol.  vi.,  p.   158. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  pp.  197-198;  Keasbey,  The  Nica- 
ragua Canal  and  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  pp.  244- 
245. 


*  For  which  see  Richardson,  Messages  and 
Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  466-469. 

t  For  an  account  of  the  Walker  expeditions  see 
J.  T.  Roche,  The  Story  of  the  Filibusters  (1896)  ; 
William  WalKer,  The  War  in  Nicaragua;  W.  V. 
Wells,  Walker's  Expedition;  H.  H.  Bancroft, 
History  of  Central  America,  vol.  iii.,  chaps,  xvi.- 
xvii;  Horace  Greeley,  The  American  Conflict,  vol. 
i.,  p.  19;  Harper's  Magazine,  vol.  xxi.,  p.  693; 
W.  O.  Scroggs,  in  American  Historical  Review, 
vol.  X.,  p.  792  et  seq.;  Doubleday,  Reminiscences; 
James  C.  Jameson,  With  Walker  in  Nicaragua 
(1910). 

t  See,  for  instance.  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional 
and  Political  History,  vol.  vi.,  p.  475  et  seq. 
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cause  men  gave  their  money  freely 
they  did  so  simply  to  increase  the 
area  of  slave  territory.  They  bought 
Nicaragua  bonds  as  a  speculation, 
just  as  many  years  later  they  bought 
those  of  Cuba  at  a  discount  of  50  or 
60  per  cent.  Moreover,  the  extension 
of  slavery  was  not  the  chief  motive 
force  behind  his  followers,  who  were 
too  heterogeneous  in  character  to  care 
for  this  end.  They  came  frcm  all 
quarters  of  the  earth,  though  chiefly 
from  California  and  the  Southern 
States,  wliile  one  of  them  was  an  Eng- 
lishman. Whatever  may  have  been 
Walker's  motive,  the  reestablishment 
of  slavery  touched  a  responsive  chord 
in  the  South,  where  he  was  received 
with  enthusiasm.  He  spoke  in  the  hall 
of  the  Alabama  house  of  representa- 
tives, several  legislators  and  William 


L.  Yancey  asserting  that  they  consid- 
ered his  cause  that  of  the  South. 
Moreover,  Soule  offered  his  influence 
to  induce  the  Federal  authorities 
not  to  molest  him.*  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  wrote : 

"  Tlie  Walker  and  Paulding  imbroglio  just  now 
eml>arrasBes  us.  Our  sympatliies  are  with  the 
filibusters.  We  do  not  now  agree  with  the  ad- 
ministration on  this  Central  American  question; 
but  if  we  do  denounce  it,  as  we  feel  it  deserves 
to  be,  we  endanger  their  support  of  our  views  on 
the  Kansas  question." 

Later  Stephens  wrote :  ' '  The 
Walker-Paulding  affair  I  look  upon  as 
a  great  outrage."  The  reason  of  the 
Administration's  "  line  of  policy  and 
opposition  to  Walker  w\as  their  hos- 
tility to  his  enterprise,  because,  if  suc- 
cessful, he  would  introduce  African 
slavery  there. ' '  f 
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Sir: — Tlie  undersigned,  in  compliance  with 
the  wish  expressed  by  the  President  in  the  sev- 
eral confidential  despatches  you  have  addressed 
to  us,  respectively,  to  that  effect,  have  met  in 
conference,  first  at  Ostend,  in  Belgium,  on  the 
9th,  10th,  and  11th  instants,  and  then  at  Aix-la- 
Cliapelle,  in  Prussia,  on  the  days  next  following, 
to  the  date  hereof. 

There  has  been  a  full  and  unreserved  inter- 
change of  views  and  sentiments  between  us,  which 
we  are  most  happy  to  inform  you  has  resulted 
in  a  cordial  coincidence  of  opinion  on  the  grave 
and  important  subjects  submitted  to  our  consid- 
eration. 

We  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  and  are 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  an  immediate  and 
earnest  effort  ought  to  be  made  by  the  govern- 
ment   of    the    United    States    to    purchase    Cuba 


from    Spain    at   any   price    for    which   it   can   be 
obtained,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $  ...  . 

The  proposal  should,  in  our  opinion,  be  made 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  presented  tlirough  the 
necessary  diplomatic  forms  to  the  Supreme  Con- 
stitutent  Cortes  about  to  assemble.  On  this  mo- 
mentous question,  in  which  the  people  both  of 
Spain  and  the  United  States  are  so  deeply  in- 
terested, all  our  proceedings  ought  to  be  open, 
frank,  and  public.  They  should  be  of  such  a 
cliaracter  as  to  challenge  the  approbation  of  the 
world. 


*  David  Y.  Thomas,  in  The  SowVft  in  the  Build- 
ing of  the  Nation,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  255-256. 

t  Letters  of  January  3  and  20  in  Johnston  and 
Browne,  Life  of  Stephens,  p.  328. 
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We  firmly  believe  that  in  the  progress  of 
human  events  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  vital 
interests  of  Spain  are  so  seriously  involved  in 
the  sale,  as  those  of  the  United  States  in  the 
purchase  of  the  island,  and  that  the  transaction 
will   prove  equally   honorable   to   both  nations. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  cannot  antici- 
pate a  failure,  unless  possibly  through  the 
malign  influence  of  foreign  powers  who  possess 
no  right  whatever  to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

We  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
have  brought  us  to  this  conclusion,  and,  for  the 
sake  of  clearness,  we  shall  specify  them  under 
two  distinct   heads : — 

1.  The  United  States  ought,  if  practicable,  to 
purchase  Cuba  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

2  The  probability  is  great  that  the  govern- 
ment and  cortes  of  Spain  will  prove  willing  to 
sell  it,  because  this  would  essentially  promote 
the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  Spanish 
people. 

Then,  1.  It  must  be  clear  to  every  reflecting 
mind  that,  from  the  peculiarity  of  its  geographi- 
cal position,  and  the  considerations  attendant 
on  it,  Cuba  is  as  necessary  to  tlie  North  Ameri- 
ran  republic  as  any  of  its  present  members,  and 
that  it  belongs  naturally  to  that  great  family 
of  States  of  which  the  Union  is  the  providential 
nursery. 

From  its  locality  it  commands  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  and  the  immense  and  annually 
increasing  trade  which  must  seek  this  avenue  to 
the   ocean. 

On  the  numerous  navigable  streams,  measur- 
ing an  aggregate  course  of  some  thirty  thou- 
sand miles,  which  disembogue  themselves 
through  this  river  into  the  Gulf  of  Me.xico,  the 
increase  of  the  population  within  the  last  ten 
years  amounts  to  more  than  that  of  the  entire 
Union  at  the  time  Louisiana  was  annexed  to  it. 

The  natural  and  main  outlet  to  the  products 
of  this  entire  population,  the  highway  of  their 
direct  intercourse  with  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Pacific  States,  can  never  be  secure,  but  must  ever 
be  endangered  whilst  Cuba  is  a  dependency  of  a 
distant  power  in  whose  possession  it  has  proved 
to  be  a  source  of  constant  annoyance  and  em- 
barrassment to  their  interests. 

Indeed  the  Union  can  never  enjoy  repose,  nor 
possess  reliable  security,  as  long  as  Cuba  is  not 
embraced  within  its  boundaries. 

Its  immediate  acquisition  by  our  government 
is  of  paramount  importance  and  we  cannot  doubt 
but  that  it  is  a  consummation  devoutly  wished 
for  by  its  inhabitants. 

The    intercourse    which    its    proximity    to    our 
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coasts  btgcts  and  encourages  between  them  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  has,  in  the 
progress  of  time,  so  united  their  interests  and 
blended  their  fortunes  that  they  now  look  upon 
each  other  as  if  they  were  one  people  and  had 
but  one  destiny. 

Considerations  exist  which  render  delay  in  the 
acquisition  of  this  island  exceedingly  dangerous 
to  the  United  States. 

The  system  of  immigration  and  labor,  lately 
organized  within  its  limits,  and  the  tyranny  and 
oppression  which  characterize  its  immediate 
rulers,  threaten  an  insurrection  at  every  moment 
which  may  result  in  direful  consequences  to  the 
American  people. 

Cuba  has  thus  become  to  us  an  unceasing  dan- 
ger, and  a  permanent  cause  of  anxiety  and  alarm. 
But  we  need  not  enlarge  on  these  topics.  It 
can  scarcely  be  apprehended  that  foreign  powers 
in  violation  of  international  law,  would  interpose 
their  influence  with  Spain  to  prevent  our  ac- 
quisition of  the  island.  Its  inhabitants  are  now 
suffering  under  the  worst  of  all  possible  govern- 
ments,—  that  of  absolute  despotism  delegated  by 
a  distant  power  to  irresponsible  agents,  who  are 
changed  at  short  intervals,  and  who  are  tempted 
to  improve  the  brief  opportunity  thus  afforded 
to  accumulate  fortunes  by  the  basest  means. 

As  long  as  this  system  shall  endure,  humanity 
may  in  vain  demand  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade  in  the  island.  This  is  ren- 
dered impossible  whilst  that  infamous  traflic  re- 
mains a'n  irresistible  temptation  and  a  source  of 
immense  profit  to  needy  and  avaricious  officials, 
who,  to  attain  their  ends,  scruple  not  to  trample 
the  most  sacred  principles  under  foot. 

The  Spanish  government  at  home  may  be  well 
disposed,  but  experience  has  proved  that  it  can- 
not control  these  remote  depositaries  of  its  power. 
Besides,  the  commercial  nations  of  the  world 
cannot  fail  to  perceive  and  appreciate  the  great 
advantages  which  would  result  to  their  people 
from  a  dissolution  of  the  forced  and  unnatural 
connexion  between  Spain  and  Cuba,  and  the  an- 
nexation of  the  latter  to  the  United  States.  The 
trade  of  England  and  France  with  Cuba  would, 
in  that  event,  assume  at  once  an  important  and 
profitable  character,  and  rapidly  extend  with  tha 
increasing  population  and  prosperity  of  tht 
island. 

2.  But  if  the  United  States  and  every  com- 
mercial nation  would  be  benefited  by  this  transfer, 
the  interests  of  Spain  would  also  be  greatly  and 
essentially  promoted. 

She  cannot  but  see  what  such  a  sum  of  money 
as  we  are   willing   to   pay   for   the   island   would 
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effect    in    the    development    of    licr    vast   natural 
resources. 

Two-Diirds  of  this  sum.  if  employed  in  the 
construction  of  a  system  of  railroads,  would  ulti- 
mately prove  a  source  of  greater  wealth  to  the 
Spanish  people  than  that  opened  to  their  vision  by 
the  Cortez.  Their  prosperity  would  date  from  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  cession. 

France  has  already  constructed  continuous 
lines  of  railways  from  Havre,  Marseilles,  Valen- 
ciennes, and  Strasburg,  via  Paris,  to  the  Spanisli 
frontier,  and  anxiously  awaits  the  day  wlien 
Spain  shall  find  herself  in  a  condition  to  extend 
these  roads  tlirough  her  northern  provinces  to 
Madrid,  Seville,  Cadiz,  Malaga,  and  the  frontiers 
of  Portugal. 

This  object  once  accomplished,  Spain  would 
become  a  centre  of  attraction  for  tlie  travelling 
world,  and  secure  a  permanent  and  profitable 
market  for  her  various  productions.  Her  fields, 
under  the  stimulus  given  to  industry  by  remun- 
erating prices,  would  teem  with  cereal  grain,  and 
her  vineyards  would  bring  forth  a  vastly  in- 
creased quantity  of  choice  wines.  Spain  would 
speedily  become  what  a  bountiful  Providence  in- 
tended she  should  Ije  —  one  of  the  first  nations  of 
Continental  Europe  —  rich,  powerful,  and  con- 
tented. 

Whilst  two-thirds  of  the  price  of  the  island 
would  be  ample  for  the  completion  of  her  most 
important  public  improvements,  she  might,  with 
the  remaining  forty  millions,  satisfy  the  demands 
now  pressing  so  heavily  upon  her  credit,  and 
create  a  sinking  fund  which  would  gradually  re- 
lieve her  from  the  overwhelming  debt  now  para- 
lyzing her  energies. 

Such  is  her  present  wretched  financial  condi- 
tion, that  her  best  bonds  are  sold  upon  her  own 
Bourse  at  about  one-third  of  their  par  value; 
whilst  another  class,  on  which  she  pays  no  in- 
terest, have  but  a  nominal  value,  and  are  quoted 
at  about  one-sixth  of  the  amount  for  which  they 
were  issued. 

Besides,  these  latter  are  held  principally  by 
British  creditors  who  may,  from  day  to  day, 
obtain  the  effective  interposition  of  their  own 
government  for  tlie  purpose  of  coercing  payment. 
Intimations  to  that  effect  have  been  already 
thrown  out  from  high  quarters,  and  unless  some 
new  source  of  revenue  shall  enable  Spain  to  pro- 
vide for  such  exigencies,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  they  may  be  realized. 

Should  Spain  reject  the  present  golden  oppor- 
tunity for  developing  her  resources,  and  remov- 
ing her  financial  embarrassments,  it  may  never 
again  return. 


Cuba,  in  its  palmiest  days,  never  yielded  her 
exchequer,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  Hs 
government,  a  clear  annual  income  of  more  than 
a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  These  expenses 
have  increased  to  such  a  degree  as  to  leave  a 
deficit  chargeable  on  the  treasury  of  Spain  to  the 
amount  of   six   hundred   thousand  dollars. 

In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  therefore,  the 
island  is  an  incumbrance,  instead  of  a  source  of 
profit  to  the  motlicr  country. 

Under  no  probable  circumstances  can  Cuba 
ever  yield  to  Spain  one  p^r  cent,  on  the  large 
amount  which  the  United  States  are  willing  to 
pay  for  its  acquisition.  But  Spain  is  in  danger 
of  losing  Cuba  without  remuneration. 

Extreme  oppression,  it  is  now  universally  ad- 
mitted, justifies  any  people  in  endeavoring  to 
relieve  themselves  from  the  yoke  of  their  oppres- 
sors. The  sufferings  which  the  corrupt,  arbi- 
tiary,  and  unrelenting  local  administration  neces- 
sarily entails  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba, 
cannot  fail  to  stimulate  and  keep  alive  that 
spirit  of  resistance  and  revolution  against  Spain 
wliich  has,  of  late  years,  been  so  often  mani- 
fested. In  this  condition  of  affairs  it  is  in  vain 
to  expect  tluit  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  will  not  be  warmly  enlisted 
in  favor  of  their  oppressed  neighbors. 

We  know  that  the  President  is  justly  inflexible 
in  his  determination  to  execute  the  neutrality 
laws;  but  should  the  Cubans  themselves  rise  in 
revolt  against  the  oppression  which  they  suffer, 
no  human  power  could  prevent  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  liberal  minded  men  of  other 
countries  from  rushing  to  their  assistance.  Be- 
sides, the  present  is  an  age  of  adventure,  in 
which  restless  and  daring  spirits  abound  in  every 
portion  of  the  world. 

It  is  not  improbable,  therefore,  that  Cuba  may 
be  wrested  from  Spain  by  a  successful  revolu- 
tion; and,  in  that  event,  she  will  lose  both  the 
island  and  the  price  which  we  are  now  willing 
to  pay  for  it  —  a  price  far  beyond  what  was 
ever  paid  by  one  people  to  another  for  any 
province. 

It  may  also  be  remarked  that  the  settlement 
of  this  vexed  question,  by  the  cession  of  Cuba  to 
the  United  States,  would  forever  prevent  the 
dangerous  complications  between  nations,  to 
which   it  may  otlierwise  give  birth. 

It  is  certain  that,  should  the  Cubans  them- 
selves organize  an  insurrection  against  the 
Spanish  government,  and  should  other  independ- 
ent nations  come  to  the  aid  of  Spain  in  the  con- 
test, no  human  power  could,  in  our  opinion,  pre- 
vent  the   people   and   government   of   the   United 
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States  from  taking  part  in  such  a  civil  war  in 
support  of  their  neiglibors  and  friends. 

But  if  Spain,  dead  to  the  voice  of  her  ovpn 
interest,  and  actuated  by  stubborn  pride  and  a 
false  sense  of  honor,  should  refuse  to  sell  Cuba  to 
tlie  United  States,  then  the  question  will  arise: 
What  ought  to  be  the  course  of  the  American 
government  under  such  circumstances  ?  Self- 
preservation  is  the  law  of  nature,  with  States 
as  well  as  with  individuals.  All  nations  have, 
at  different  periods,  acted  upon  this  maxim.  Al- 
though it  has  been  made  the  pretext  for  commit- 
ting llagrant  injustice,  as  in  the  partition  of 
Poland  and  otlier  similar  cases  which  history 
records,  yet  the  principle  itself,  though  often 
abused,  has  always  been  recognized. 

The  United  States  have  never  acquired  a  foot 
of  territory  except  by  fair  purchase,  or,  as  in 
the  case  of  Texas,  upon  the  free  and  voluntary 
application  of  the  people  of  that  independent 
State,  who  desired  to  blend  their  destinies  with 
our  own. 

Even  our  acquisitions  from  Mexico  are  no  ex- 
ception to  this  rule,  because,  although  we  might 
have  claimed  them  by  the  right  of  conquest  in 
a  just  war,  yet  we  purchased  them  for  what  was 
then  considered  by  both  parties  a  lull  and  ample 
equivalent. 

Our  past  history  forbids  that  we  sliould  ac- 
quire the  island  of  Cuba  W'ithout  the  consent 
of  Spain,  unless  justified  by  the  great  law  of 
self-preservation.  We  must,  in  any  event,  pre- 
serve our  conscious  rectitude  and  our  own  self- 
respect. 

Whilst  pursuing  this  course  we  can  afford  to 
disregard  the  censures  of  the  world,  to  which 
we  have  been  so  often  and  so  unjustly  exposed. 

After  we  shall  have  offered  Spain  a  price  for 
Cuba  far  beyond  its  present  value,  and  this  shall 
have  been  refused,  it  will  then  be  time  to  con- 
sider the  question ;  does  Cuba,  in  the  possession 
of  Spain,  seriously  endanger  our  internal  peace 
and  the  existence  of  our  cherished  Union? 

Should  this  question  be  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, then,  by  every  law,  human  and  divine,  we 
shall  be  justified  in  wresting  it  from  Spain,  if 
we  possess  the  power;  and  this  upon  the  very 
same  principle  that  would  justify  an  individual 
in  tearing  down  the  burning  house  of  his  neigh- 
bor if  there  were  no  other  means  of  preventing 
the  flames  from  destroying  his  own  home. 

Under  such  circumstances  we  ought  neither  to 
count  the  cost  nor  regard  the  odds  which  Spain 
might   enlist   against   ua.      We   forbear    to   enter 


into  the  question  whether  the  present  condition 
of  the  island  would  justify  such  a  measure? 
We  should,  however,  be  recreant  to  our  duty,  be 
unworthy  of  our  gallant  forefathers,  and  commit 
base  trexson  against  our  posterity,  should  we 
permit  Cuba  to  be  Africanized  and  become  a 
second  St.  Domingo,  with  all  its  attendant  hor- 
rors to  the  white  race,  and  suffer  the  flames  to 
extend  to  our  own  neighboring  shores,  seriously 
to  endanger  or  actually  to  consume  the  fair 
fabric  of  our  Union. 

We  fear  that  the  course  and  current  of  events 
are  rapidly  tending  towards  such  a  catastrophe. 
We,  however,  hope  for  the  best,  though  we  ought 
certainly  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst. 

We  also  forbear  to  investigate  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  questions  at  issue  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain.  A  long  series  of  in- 
juries to  our  people  have  been  committed  in 
Cuba  by  Spanish  officials,  and  are  unredressed. 
But  recently  a  most  flagrant  outrage  on  the  rights 
of  American  citizens  and  on  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  was  perpetrated  in  the  harbor  of 
Havana  under  circumstances  which,  without  im- 
mediate redress,  would  have  justified  a  resort 
to  measures  of  war  in  vindication  of  national 
honor.  That  outrage  is  not  only  unatoned,  but 
the  Spanish  government  has  deliberately  sanc- 
tioned the  rets  of  its  subordinates  and  assumed 
the  responsibility  attaching  to  them. 

Nothing  could  more  impressively  teach  us  the 
danger  to  which  those  peaceful  relations  it  has 
ever  been  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  cher- 
ish with  foreign  nations  are  constantly  exposed 
than  the  circumstances  of  that  ca.se.  Situated 
as  Spain  and  the  United  States  are,  the  latter 
have    forborne   to   resort   to    extreme   measures. 

But  this  course  cannot,  with  due  I'egard  to 
their  own  dignity  as  an  dependent  nation,  con- 
tinue ;  and  our  recommendations,  now  submitted, 
are  dictated  by  the  firm  belief  that  the  cession 
of  Cuba,  to  the  United  States,  with  stipulations 
as  beneficial  to  Spain  as  those  suggested,  is  the 
only  effective  mode  of  settling  all  past  differences 
and  of  securing  the  two  countries  against  future 
collisions. 

We  have  already  witnessed  the  happy  results 
for  both  countries  which  followed  a  similar  ar- 
rangement in  regard  to  Florida. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

James  Buchanan. 
J.  Y.  Mason. 
Pierre   Soul^. 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Maect,  Secretary  of  State. 
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After  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act  was 
passed  it  would  seem  as  though  a  new 
party  ought  at  once  to  have  been 
formed.  Many  newspapers  advocated 
such  a  course,  chief  among  them  being 
the  New  York  Tribune,  and  the  plan 
had  the  countenance  of  Sumner, 
Chase,  and  Wade.  There  were  three 
elements  to  be  united  —  the  Whigs,  the 
Free  Soilers,  and  the  anti-Nebraska 
Democrats  —  but  as  the  Whigs  were 
the  most  numerous  it  was  thought  by 
many  that  the  fight  could  more  easily 
be  made  under  their  auspices,  since 
the  organization  of  a  brand  new  party 
was  complex  and  costly.  Neverthe- 
less, there  were  many  Whigs  who  saw 
clearly  that  a  new  party  must  be 
formed  under  a  new  name  and  that 
those  who  banded  together  must  stand 
on  common  ground,  their  principal 
aim  in  the  beginning  being  to  retire 
those  Congressmen  who  had  voted 
for  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  and  to 
reelect  those  who  had  voted  against 
it.*     The  first  movement  in  this  di- 


rection began  in  the  West  at  Eipon, 
Wisconsin,  where,  late  in  March  of 
1854,  while  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill 
was  pending,  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
all  parties  had  taken  place.  The  name 
suggested  for  the  new  party  was  Re- 
publican.* Several  weeks  later  (July 
6)  a  large  meeting  was  held  at  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  at  which  a  declaration 
of  principles  was  adopted,  dealing 
chiefly  with  the  slavery  question,  f 
Slavery  was  declared  to  be  a  moral, 
social  and  political  evil ;  the  repeal  of 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  and  the  Kan- 
sas-Nebraska act  was  demanded ;  and 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  insisted  upon.  It 
was  resolved  that  those  attending  the 
meeting  should  act  unitedly  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  extension  of  slavery  and 
should  be  known  as  Republicans  until 


Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  45-47. 


*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  410;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  v.,  p.  130.  See  also  Gordon 
S.  P.  Kleeberg,  The  Formation  of  the  Republican 
Party  as  a  National  Political  Organization 
(1011). 

t  Wilson,  pp.  412-413. 
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the  contest  was  terminated.  A  full 
State  ticket  was  nominated,  three  of 
the  candidates  being  Free  Soilers,  five 
Whigs  and  two  anti-Nebraska  Demo- 
crats. Toward  the  middle  of  July 
anti-Nebraska  conventions  were  held 
in  Wisconsin,  Vermont,  Ohio,  and  In- 
diana, at  which  resolutions  similar  to 
those  of  Michigan  were  adopted.  In 
Wisconsin  and  Vermont  the  name  Re- 
publican was  adopted.* 

At  this  time  the  Know-Nothing 
movement  began  to  assume  import- 
ance. The  distrust  of  Roman  Cath- 
olicism had  been  increased  recently 
by  the  attempt  of  a  Papal  nuncio  to 
adjust  a  difficulty  respecting  some 
church  property  in  Buffalo,  over 
wliich  a  dispute  arose  between  the 
bishop  and  the  congregation,  the  lat- 
ter being  reinforced  by  the  laws  of 
the  State.  The  nuncio  had  been  kindly 
received  by  the  President,  but  bis 
visit  had  excited  tumults  in  New 
York,  Baltimore,  and  Cincinnati.t  At 
this  time  the  ignorant  foreign  vote 
had  an  important  influence  on  elec- 
tions and  the  result  in  the  larger  cities 
did  not  please  those  who  favored 
honest  and  efficient  government.  It 
was  claimed  that  votes  were  openly 
bought  and  sold,  that  drunken  aliens 
controlled  the  primary  elections,  that 
the  network  of  Jesuitism  had  been  so 
cunningly  spread  and  the  politicians 
were  so  corrupt  that  only  a  man  who 


*  Ibid,  vol.  ii.,  p.  412:  Schuckers,  Life  of  Chase, 
p.  16.5;  George  W.  Julian,  Political  Recollections, 
p.  144;  Rhodes,  United  titates,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  47-49. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory,  vol.   v.,  pp.   98-99. 


was  able  to  control  the  foreign  vote 
could  secure  the  nomination  for  the 
Presidency ;  hence  there  was  room  for 
a  new  party,  patriotic  and  Christian 
in  character,  under  whose  ensign  war 
could  be  made  against  French  infi- 
delity, German  skepticism,  social- 
ism, and  the  Papacy.  The  principal 
aim  of  this  organization  was  to  ex- 
clude foreigners  and  Catholics  from 
all  National,  State,  county  and  munic- 
ipal offices,  and  to  effect  such  changes 
in  the  naturalization  laws  that  an  im- 
migrant could  not  become  a  citizen 
until  he  had  resided  in  the  country  21 
years.  Had  the  Know-Nothing  party 
restricted  its  efforts  to  a  better  ad- 
ministration of  the  naturalization 
laws  and  had  its  methods  been  above 
suspicion,  the  movement  might  have 
been  justified.  The  only  creditable 
thing  that  can  be  said  about  it  is  that 
it  attracted  a  large  number  of  good 
and  intelligent  men.  The  crusade 
against  the  Catholics  was  contrary 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Consti- 
tution* and  both  unnecessary  and  un- 
mse,t  since  the  Catholics  were  in  the 
vast  minority,  showing  accommoda- 
tions for  less  than  700,000  communi- 
cants, while  the  five  leading  Protes- 
tant sects  provided  accommodations 
for     more     than     11,000,000.  J       The 

•Amendment  1  reads  "  Congress  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof."  Article  vi., 
§  3,  says  "  No  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required 
as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust 
under  the  United  States." — Ante,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
503-504. 

t  Von  Hoist,  pp.   104,   115. 

t  James  P.  Hambleton,  History  of  the  Political 
Campaign  in  Virginia  in  1S35,  p.  9. 
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methods  of  the  Kuow-Nothings  were 
highly  objectionable.  The  party  was 
a  secret  society,  having  lodges  in 
every  State,  with  a  solemn  initiation, 
pass  words,  degrees,  grips  and  signs. 
Candidates  who  presented  themselves 
for  admission  were  compelled  to 
swear  secrecy  and  to  vote  only  for  a 
Protestant,  an  American-born  citizen, 
and  in  favor  of  American  rule  in 
America.*  For  a  time  the  secrets  of 
the  party  were  well  kept,  but  eventu- 
ally matters  connected  with  the  or- 
ganization became  known.  The  ap- 
pellation of  Know-Nothings  arose 
from  the  fact  that  when  the  curious 
inquired  of  members  of  the  party  as 
to  the  nature  of  their  principles  they 
invariably  received  the  answer,  "  I 
know  nothing."  The  real  political 
and  official  name,  however,  was  the 
American  Party.  The  number  who 
joined  these  secret  lodges  was  very 
large,  principally  because  the  old  par- 
ties in  the  North  were  disorganized 
and  there  was  nothing  to  take  their 
place.  Had  a  National  Republican 
party  then  been  fully  fledged  the 
Know-Nothings  would  have  been 
shorn    of    much    of    their    strength,  f 


•Maguire,  The  Irish  in  America,  pp.  446-447. 

t  Writing  to  Chase  on  April  8,  1855,  Grimes 
said:  "It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  time  to  tlior- 
oughly  organize  tlie  Republican  party.  The  Know- 
Nothings  have  pretty  well  broken  down  the  two 
old  parties,  and  a  new  one,  now  organized,  would 
draw  largely  from  the  foreign  elements  that 
go  to  make  up  those  parties,  while  it  will 
draw  away  one-half  of  the  Know-Nothings,  at 
least." —  .Salter,  Life  of  Grimes,  p.  69.  See  also 
p.  78.  On  the  Know-Nothing  Movement  see  also 
Startling  Facts  for  Native  Americans  called 
"  Know-Nothings,"    or    A    Vivid    Presentation    of 


Their  position  on  slavery  was  not 
clear,  the  Southerners  as  a  rule  de- 
claring that  they  aimed  at  the  de- 
struction of  slavery,  while  Julian,  of 
Indiana,  thought  the  party  the  result 
of  a  deeply  laid  scheme  of  the  slavery 
propaganda  to  precipitate  a  new  issue 
upon  the  North  and  distract  the  pub- 
lic mind  from  the  slavery  agitation.* 
Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  main- 
tained that  the  object  of  the  Know- 
Nothings  was  the  destruction  of  slav- 
ery, whereas  those  who  had  control 
of  the  organization  desired  to  promul- 
gate their  distinct  principles  and  keep 
the  slavery  question  in  abeyance.! 

The  country  seemed  to  be  in  a  state 
of  ferment  which  the  Know-Nothing 
movement  only  tended  to  augment. 
Riots  had  occurred  frequently.  Oc- 
casionally a  band  of  women  would 
raid  a  saloon,  bi^eak  the  glasses,  and 
pour  the  whiskey  from  the  casks  into 
the  streets.  At  Pramingham,  Massa- 
chusetts, when  an  open-air  abolition 
meeting  was  taking  place,  July  4, 1854, 


the  Dangers  to  American  Liherty,  to  he  Appre- 
hended from  Foreign  Influence  (1855);  H.  .J. 
Desmond,  The  Know-Nothing  Party  (1904);  L. 
F.  Schmeckbier,  History  of  the  Know-Nothing 
Parly  in  Maryland,  in  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Studies,  series  x\'ii.,  nos.  iv.-v.  (1899)  ;  C.  Stick- 
ney,  Know-Nothingism  in  Rhode  Island  (1894); 
George  H.  Haynes,  A  Know-Nothing  Legislature 
[the  Massachusetts  general  court  in  1855],  in 
Annual  Report  of  the  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation for  1896,  vol.  i.,  pp.  177-187;  Ihid,  The 
Causes  of  Kuow-Nothing  Success  in  Massachu- 
setts, in  American  Historical  Review,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  67-82   (1897). 

*  Julian,  Political  Recollections,  p.  141. 

t  Rhodes,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  50-52.  See  also  Hamble- 
ton,  History  of  the  Political  Campaign  in  Vir- 
ginia in  1SS5,  p.  144. 
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Garrison  publicly  branded  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  as  the 
source  and  parent  of  all  other  atroci- 
ties-—  a  "covenant  with  death  and 
an  agreement  with  hell  "  —  and  then 
burned  it,  at  the  same  time  exclaiming 
"  So  perish  all  compromises  with 
tyranny."  Though  the  speech  and 
act  prompted  a  few  hisses,  they  were 
acclaimed  by  a  tremendous  shout  of 
"Amen."*  Most  of  the  disturbances, 
however,  grew  out  of  the  Know-Noth- 
ing movement.  A  street  preacher, 
styling  himself  the  "Angel  Gabriel," 
excited  a  crowd  at  Chelsea,  Massa- 
chusetts, to  deeds  of  violence.  They 
smashed  the  windows  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  finally  became  such  a  nui- 
sance that  the  firemen  and  militia 
were  called  upon  to  aid  the  police  in 
preserving  order.  In  City  Hall  Park, 
New  York,  a  fight  occurred  between 
the  audience  of  a  street  preacher  and 
those  who  did  not  wish  him  to  preach. 
The  latter  got  the  worst  of  it,  and, 
under  protection  of  a  band  of  Know- 
Nothings,  the  preacher  was  allowed 
to  deliver  his  sermon.  On  the  follow- 
ing Sunday  the  preacher  held  forth 
in  Brooklyn.  On  the  completion  of 
his  discourse  he  was  escorted  to  the 
ferry  by  5,000  Know-Nothings,  who 
on  the  way  were  attacked  by  a  large 
number  of  Irish  Catholics.  A  fight 
ensued  in  which  several  shots  were 
fired,  and  as  the  jDolice  were  unable  to 
cope  with  the  situation  the  mayor  sent 


•Garrison,  Life  of  Garrison,  vol.  iii.,  p.  412; 
(-Jrimkc'.  Ijife  of  Garrison,  p.  354;  Smith,  Life  of 
darriaon,  pp.  160-161 :  Swift,  Life  of  Garrison, 
pp.    306-307. 


a  regiment  of  militia  to  their  aid.  The 
excitement  did  not  subside,  however, 
and  an  upheaval  seemed  imminent  on 
the  next  Sunday  and  would  probably 
have  occurred,  had  not  the  authorities 
enlisted  the  services  of  many  special 
police  and  deputy  sheriffs,  while  three 
regiments  of  soldiers  patrolled  the 
streets.  Under  this  panoplied  host 
the  "Angel  Gabriel  "  delivered  his 
discourse,  and  so  effective  were  the 
measures  taken  to  preserve  the  peace 
that  only  a  slight  outbreak  occurred.* 
To  add  to  the  excitement,  the  time 
had  at  last  come  when  by  votes  in- 
stead of  words  the  people  could  ex- 
press their  opinion  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act.  The  first  election  after 
its  enactment  occurred  in  Iowa.  The 
State  was  represented  in  Congress  by 
two  Democratic  Senators,  and  one 
Democratic  and  one  Whig  Repre- 
sentative. All  three  Democrats  had 
voted  for  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill, 
but  the  Wliig  Representative  did  not 
vote  at  all.  In  the  election  of  1854 
James  W.  Grimes  had  been  nominated 
by  the  Whigs.  Grimes  issued  a  mani- 
festo heralding  slavery  extension  as 
the  most  important  public  question 
and  averring  that  Iowa  should  pro- 
nounce against  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise.  He  made  a  thor- 
ough canvass  denouncing  the  Ne- 
braska act  and  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  nearly  2,500,  this  being 
the  first  time  the  Democrats  had  ever 
been  defeated  in  the  State  election. 
The  election  resulted  also  in  the  se-nd- 


•  Rhodes,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  57-58. 
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ing  of  James  Harlan,  an  avowed  Re- 
publican, to  the  United  States  Senate.* 
In  September  elections  were  held 
in  Maine  and  Vermont.  There  were 
four  State  tickets  in  Maine  —  the  Re- 
publican, the  Democratic,  the  Whig, 
and  the  "  Rum  "  ticket.  The  Repub- 
lican candidate  won  by  a  large  plural- 
ity. In  Vermont  the  anti-Nebraska 
men  under  the  name  of  Fusion  car- 
ried the  State  by  a  large  majority 
and  sent  a  solid  anti-Nebraska  delega- 
tion to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
In  October,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and 
Indiana  held  their  elections.  In  Penn- 
sylvania the  Free  Soil  Democrats  and 
Whigs  joined  forces  in  opposing  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  act  and  elected  the 
governor,  though  this  was  due  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Know-Nothings  who 
elected  enough  delegates  to  the  legis- 
lature to  hold  the  balance  of  power. 
But  the  best  test  of  sentiment  regard- 
ing the  Missouri  Coiupromise  legis- 
lation was  the  result  of  the  Congres- 
sional elections.  There  were  16  Demo- 
crats and  9  Whigs  in  the  former  dele- 
gation, but  the  new  delegation  con- 
sisted of  4  Nebraska  and  5  anti-Ne- 
braska Democrats,  15  anti-Nebraska 
Whigs,  and  1  American.  The  anti- 
Nebraska  party  carried  Ohio  by  75,000 
majority  and  elected  every  Repre- 
sentative. The  same  party  carried 
Indiana  by  13,000  and  elected  all  the 
Congressmen  but  two.  In  both  these 
States  the  Know-Nothings  cooperated 
with  the  anti-Nebraska  organization,  f 


*  Salter,    Life    of    Crimes,    pp.    39,    52-54,    63. 
See  also  Rhodes,  I'nited  Utates,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  58-59. 
t  Rhodes,  vol.   ii.,  pp.  59-60. 


In  Illinois  Douglas  was  having  a 
hard  time.  The  anti-slavery  people 
were  alienated  because  of  his  course 
respecting  the  Missouri  Compromise ; 
the  Know-Nothings  were  angry  be- 
cause of  his  vigorous  denunciation  of 
their  order  in  a  speech  made  at  Phil- 
adelphia on  July  4;  and  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  Chicago  were  indig- 
nant because  he  had  opposed  the  river 
and  harbor  bill.  Hence,  when  Douglas 
appeared  at  Chicago  on  September  1 
to  make  a  speech,  he  was  received  by 
a  very  hostile  crowd.  The  first  few 
sentences  of  his  speech  were  heard  in 
silence,  but  when  he  made  what  was 
considered  an  offensive  remark  a  ter- 
rible groan  was  uttered  by  the  whole 
assemblage,  followed  by  an  unearthly 
Know-Nothing  yell.  When  silence 
was  restored  Douglas  went  on,  but 
every  pro-slavery  sentiment  was  an- 
swered by  long-continued  groans. 
After  an  hour  of  such  interruptions 
Douglas  grew  angry  and  taunted  the 
crowd  with  being  afraid  to  give  him. 
a  hearing.  This  assertion  was  re- 
ceived with  groans  and  hisses,  and 
finally  Douglas  withdrew  from  the 
platform.*  In  other  parts  of  the 
State,  however,  he  was  received  in  a 
far  different  manner.  At  Springfield 
he  met  Lincoln  in  friendly  discussion, 
but,  in  spite  of  his  political  prestige, 
was  discomfited  by  that  "  back- 
woods "  but  astute  lawyer,  who  said: 

"  My  distinguished  friend  says  it  is  an  insult 
to    the    emigrants    to    Kansas    and    Nebraska    to 

*  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  72-75;  Johnson, 
Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  258-259;  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  pp.  370-172;  Harris, 
Negro  Servitude  in  Illinois,  p.  193. 
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suppose  that  they  are  not  able  to  govern  them- 
selves. We  must  not  slur  over  an  argument  of 
this  kind  because  it  happens  to  tickle  the  ear. 
It  must  be  met  and  answered.  I  admit  that  the 
emigrant  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska  is  competent 
to  govern  himself,  but  I  deny  his  right  to  govern 
any  other  person  without  that  person's  consent."* 

Hliiiois,  however,  did  not  sustain 
Douglas,  though  the  Democrats  car- 
ried the  State  ticket.  Five  of  the  nine 
Congressmen  were  elected  by  the  anti- 
Nebraska  party  and  their  majority 
in  the  State  on  the  Congressional  vote 
was  more  than  17,000.  Moreover, 
they  controlled  the  legislature  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  an  anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  Lyman  Trumbull,  f 

In  New  York  the  political  con- 
ditions were  entirely  different  from 
those  obtaining  in  the  West.  An  anti- 
Nebraska  convention  held  in  August 
invited  everyone  to  unite  in  the  cause 
of  freedom,  free  labor  and  free  soil. 
The  Whigs  nominated  Myron  H. 
Clark  for  governor  and  Henry  J. 
Raymond  for  lieutenant  -  governor, 
both  anti-slavery  men ;  f  and  the  anti- 
Nebraska  people  and  the  temperance 
party  endorsed  them.  Had  the  fusion- 
ists  encountered  no  opposition  save 
from  the  Democrats,  the  result  would 
not  have  been  in  doubt.  Both  fac- 
tions of  this  party  made  nominations, 
the  "  Hards  "  endorsing  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  and  the  "  Softs  "  ap- 
proving   Pierce's    policy    and    nomi- 


*  Holland,  Life  of  Lincoln,  p.  138. 

t  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  ?60-269; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  62-63;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  pp.  374-390; 
Harris,  yegro  Servitude  in  Illinois,  pp.   193-196. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  413-414. 


nating  Horatio  Seymour  for  gov- 
ernor. The  Know-Nothings  were  the 
unknown  quantity.  In  October  about 
800  delegates  met  at  New  York  in 
secret  convention  and  nominated  a 
State  ticket,  headed  by  Daniel  Ullman. 
They  made  no  declaration  of  prin- 
ciples, held  no  public  meetings,  had 
no  press  to  advocate  their  views,  but 
every  Know-Nothing  was  bound  by 
oath  to  support  the  candidate  of  the 
order.  When  election  day  came  the 
strength  of  the  organization  became 
manifest.  It  had  been  supposed  that 
the  order  did  not  number  more  than 
60,000,  but  Ullman  received  122,282 
votes,  Clark  156,80-1,  Sej-mour  156,- 
495,  and  Bronson,  the  "  Hard  "  can- 
didate, 33,850.  Thus  Clark's  plural- 
ity was  only  309.* 

The  election  in  Massachusetts  took 
place  a  few  days  later.  Under  Sum- 
ner's influence  a  Eepublican  party  had 
been  formed  and  Henry  Wilson  was 
nominated  for  governor,  f  As  the 
Whigs  would  not  abandon  their  or- 
ganization, the  Republicans  were 
merely  the  old  Free  Soilers  under 
another  name.  The  Whigs  adopted 
an  anti-slavery  platform  and  nomi- 
nated Emory  Washburn.  The  Know- 
Nothings  put  H.  J.  Gardner  in  the 
field. t  He  had  been  a  conservative 
Whig,  but  was  now  understood  to  be 
an  anti-slavery  man.  The  contest  was 
virtually  between  the  Know-Nothings 
and  Whigs,  and  the  Know-Nothings 


•Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  63-64. 
t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  414. 

tibid,  pp.  416-417. 


356 


THE  EMIGRAA'T  AID  C:OMPANY. 


won,  Gardner  having  more  than  50,- 
000  majority  over  Washburn.  The 
Know-Nothings  also  elected  their 
Congressmen,  though  all  w^ere  anti- 
slavery  men.  The  legislature  was 
composed  almost  entirely  of  members 
of  the  American  party,  and  Henry 
Wilson  was  sent  to  the  Senate.  The 
Republicans  in  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin were  successful,  the  fall  elections 
seeming  to  be  a  condemnation  of  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  act.  In  the  old 
House  of  Representatives  the  Demo- 
crats had  a  majority  of  84,  but  in  the 
new  House  they  would  be  in  the 
minority  by  75,  and  on  anti-slavery 
questions  Avould  be  obliged  to  form 
an  alliance  with  37  pro-slavery  Whigs 
and  Know-Nothings.  Of  the  42  North- 
ern Democrats  who  had  voted  for  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  only  7  were 
reelected.* 

During  1854  the  Kansas  question 
began  to  attract  widespread  attention. 
The  people  of  western  Missouri, 
strongly  pro-slavery  in  sentiment, 
supposed  that,  upon  the  passage  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act,  Kansas  had 
been  dedicated  to  slavery.  After  the 
act  became  law  they  began  to  make 
settlements  in  the  new  Territory, 
squatting  on  the  best  tracts  of  land. 
Simultaneously  caiue  emigrants  from 
Iowa,  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and,  in 
July  of  1854,  came  a  party  from  New 
England  sent  out  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Emigrant  Aid  Company,  of 
wliich    the    leading    spirit    was    Eli 


Thayer.*     The  avowed  object  of  the 
company  was  to  make  a  free  State  of 
Kansas,  and,  with  that  object  in  view 
as  well  as  with  a  desire  to  better  their 
fortunes,  the  emigrants  entered  Kan- 
sas.!    In  the  North  the  opinion  pre- 
vailed that  the  Missourians  intended 
to  colonize  Kansas  with  slaveholders 
and    slaves.!      But    Thayer    did   not 
think  so   and  felt  sure  that,   should 
there  be  a  contest  between  the  slave- 
holders and  the  free  State  adherents, 
the  cause  of  freedom  would  win.     He 
hoped  to  elTect  his  object  by  peaceable 
means,  and  planned  to  Avin  Kansas  for 
freedom  by  settling  there  more  voters 
than  the  other  side  could  send.     The 
operations    of    the    company    caused 
great  excitement  in  Missouri,  where 
its  object  aroused  much  indignation. 
To  check  this  misguided  Yankee  move- 
ment, therefore,  secret  societies  called 
Blue    Lodges    were    formed   for   the 
purpose    of    extending    slavery   into 
Kansas.ll 

Meanwhile  the  governor  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, Andrew  H.  Reeder,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, had  arrived.  He  appointed 
November  29, 1854,  for  the  election  of 
a  Territorial  delegate  to  Congress. 
Fearing  perhaps  that  the  anti-slavery 
element  might  defeat  the  pro-slavery 
candidate,  more  than  1,700  Missour- 


*  Johnson,  Life  of  Doufilas.  p.  269. 


*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Pouer,  vol.  ii., 

p.  465. 

t  Harris,   The.  Politieal  Conflict  in  America,  p. 

168. 

t  Thayer,  The  Kansas  C>-usade,  chap.  iii.  See 
also  Seward's  speech  in  the  Senate,  Jlay  25,  1854. 

II  Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  p. 
397;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  I'olitical  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  p.  72.  note. 


THE  ELECTION  IN  KANSAS. 


357 


ians  went  into  Kansas  to  swell  the 
pro-slavery  vote.*  Thej^  might  as 
well  have  spared  themselves  the  ef- 
fort, for  the  free  State  settlers  took 
little  interest  in  the  election  and  J.  W. 
Whitlield,  the  pro-slavery  candidate, 
was  chosen  by  a  large  majority,  t  No 
objection  was  made  by  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  to  Whitiield  taking 
his  seat.  This  seemed  to  indicate 
that  the  Avork  of  the  Emigrant  Aid 
Company  had  come  to  naught,  but 
there  was  an  active  free  State  party  in 
the  Territory  that  determined  to  show 
their  strength  ■  at  the  next  election. 
The  governor  appointed  March  30, 
1855,  as  the  day  when  39  members  of 
the  Territorial  legislature  should  be 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i..  p. 
406.  In  a  memorial  to  Congress,  General  Pom- 
eroy.  said:  "The  first  ballot  box  that  was  opened 
on  our  virgin  soil  was  closed  to  us  by  overpower- 
ing numbers  and  impending  force.  iSo  bold  and 
reckless  were  our  invaders  that  they  cared  not 
to  conceal  their  attack.  They  came  upon  us,  not 
in  tlie  giiise  of  voters,  to  steal  away  our  fran- 
chise, but  boldly  and  openly,  to  snatch  it.  with 
a  strong  hand.  They  came  directly  from  their 
own  homes  and  in  compact  and  organized  bands, 
with  arms  in  hand,  and  provision  for  the  ex- 
pedition, marclied  to  our  polls,  and,  when  their 
work  was  done,  returned  whence  they  came.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  details;  it  is  enough 
to  say  that  in  three  districts,  in  which,  by  the 
most  irrefragable  evidence,  there  were  not  one 
hundred  and  fifty  voters,  most  of  whom  refused 
to  participate  in  the  mockery  of  the  elective 
franchise,  these  invaders  polled  over  a  thousand 
votes." 

t  -According  to  the  report  of  the  investigating 
committee  there  were  2,905  qualified  voters  and 
2,834  votes  were  cast,  of  which  1,114  were  legal 
and  1,720  illegal.  In  the  7th  district  604  votes 
were  cast,  though  there  were  only  53  qualified 
voters;  in  the  11th  district  245  votes  were 
polled,  though  there  were  only  24  qualified  voters. 
See  Iloufse  lieport  200,  34th  Congress,  1st  session, 
p.  8. 


chosen.  Before  that  day  arrived  a 
mob  of  5,U00  Missourians,  well  armed, 
marched  into  Kansas  to  "  assist  "  in 
the  election  of  the  legislature.*  The 
Missourians  were  distributed  among 
the  various  districts  and,  where  the 
election  judges  were  anti-slavery  men, 
forced  them  to  submit  or  drove  them 
away.  Of  the  6,307  votes  counted, 
more  than  three-quarters  had  been 
cast  by  the  Missourians. f  When  the 
governor  canvassed  the  returns  in  the 
Executive  chamber,  on  April  6,  for 
the  purpose  of  issuing  certificates  to 
those  properly  elected,  there  were 
charges  of  fraud  only  in  7  districts 
and,  while  the  governor  did  not  set 
aside  the  election  on  that  account,  he 
did  so  on  technicalities  and  ordered 
new  elections.!  To  the  32  successful 
candidates  in  the  other  districts  he 
issued  certificates,  so  that  the  pro- 
slavery  party  had  a  decided  majority 
in  the  legislature.il 

The  President  was  much  distressed 
at  the  conditions  in  Kansas.  Strong 
influence  was  exerted  to  secure  the  re- 
moval of  Governor  Keeder,  many  bit- 
ter complaints  being  made  as  to  his 
conduct  of  affairs  in  Kansas.  Though 
the  President  and  the  governor  map- 


*  During  the  four  days  preceding  the  election 
2.000  men  crossed  the  border.  See  Phillips,  The 
Conquest  of  Kansas,  pp.  85-86.  See  also  Spring. 
Kansas,  p.  44;   Robinson,  Kansas,  p.  27. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay  (Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i..  p. 
411,  following  the  Howard  Report,  p.  30)  make 
the  total  6,318,  of  which  4,908  were  illegal.  Cf. 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History, 
vol.  v..  p.   142. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  I'oUtiral  His- 
tor;/,  vol.  v.,  p.   148. 

II  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  81-83. 
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pcd  out  a  policy  to  be  pursued,  and 
though  the  President  (according  to 
Eeeder)  expressed  liimself  as  highly 
pleased  and  satisfied  with  the  gov- 
ernor's course,  it  is  evident  that  the 
pressure  on  the  President,  particu- 
larly from  the  South,  greatly  in- 
fluenced him.  He  offered  Reeder  the 
mission  to  China,  but  the  expected 
vacancy  there  did  not  occur.  Finally 
the  President  became  so  pertinacious 
that  Reeder  offered  to  resign,  pro- 
vided he  and  the  President  could 
agree  on  the  terms  of  the  correspond- 
ence and  provided  also  that  his  suc- 
cessor would  carry  out  his  resistance 
to  illegal  invasions  from  Missouri. 
It  seemed  impossible  to  agree  upon 
the  correspondence,  and  finally  Reeder 
refused  to  resign.  The  President 
thereupon  determined  not  to  remove 
him  for  official  action  but  because  of 
his  speculations  in  lands  within  the 
Territory.  Like  everyone  else  of 
means  who  went  into  the  new  Terri- 
tory, Reeder  had  speculated  in  land, 
and  i,t  had  been  charged  that,  consid- 
ering his  official  position,  his  purchase 
of  certain  Indian  lands  was  improper. 
Reeder 's  removal  was  therefore  soon 
decided  upon,  and  toward  the  end  of 
July  of  1855  Daniel  Woodson,  sec- 
retary of  the  Territory,  was  invested 
with  the  governor's  duties  until  his 
successor  could  be  found.  Tliis  suc- 
cessor was  William  Shannon,  who  was 
appointed  on  August  10. 

The  Kansas  question  had  now  be- 
come one  of  great  political  import- 
ance throughout  the  Union,  the  South 


being  practically  unanimous  in  hold- 
ing that  Kansas  should  be  a  slave 
State,  while  the  North  was  equally 
insistent  that  it  should  be  free.  This 
liad  a  tendency  to  consolidate  the  Re- 
publican party,  for  an  appeal  could  be 
made  to  those  inoculated  with  the 
virus  of  Know-Nothingism  on  the 
ground  that,  as  slavery  was  fast  be- 
coming a  paramount  issue,  the  new 
party  offered  its  converts  richer 
political  opportunities  and  rewards 
than  could  be  gained  elsewhere. 
Shortly  after  the  elections  of  1854  the 
National  Council  of  Know-Nothings 
assembled  at  Cincinnati.  At  this 
meeting  the  third,  or  union,  degree 
was  authorized,  whereby  candidates 
for  membership  should  take  an  oath 
that  they  would  defend  the  union  of 
the  States  against  assaults  from  every 
quarter.*  Within  six  months  from 
the  time  the  degree  was  instituted  it 
was  estimated  that  1,500,000  men  had 
taken  it,  and  the  boast  was  made  that 
Know-Notliings  were  now  powerful 
enough  to  elect  the  next  President. 
In  May  of  1855,  however,  the  South- 
ern Know-Nothings  received  a  blow 
in  Virginia  when  Henry  A.  Wise,  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  governor, 
after  having  roundly  denounced  the 
illiberal  spirit  of  Know-Nothingism, 
was  elected.  Wise's  majority  was 
more  than  10,000,  and  the  result  was 
interpreted  to  mean  that  the  Know- 
Nothing  party,  though  it  might  pos- 
sibly carry  the  old  Whig  districts  and 


*  Von  Hoist,   Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  p.  119. 
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States,  could  not  carry  a  single  South- 
ern State.* 

On  June  5,  1855,  the  National  coun- 
cil of  the  Know-Nothings  met  at  Phil- 
adelphia to  adopt  a  declaration  of 
principles.  The  committee  appointed 
to  draft  the  resolutions  became  di- 
vided on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
declaration,  and  two  reports  were 
presented.  Fourteen  members  of  the 
committee  from  the  Southern  States, 
joined  by  those  representing  New 
York,  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
Minnesota,  declared  that  Congress 
ought  not  to  prohibit  slavery  in  any 
Territory  or  in  the  District,  and  that 
Congress  had  no  power  to  exclude  any 
State  from  admission  into  the  Union 
on  the  ground  that  the  State  consti- 
tution recognized  slavery.  Thirteen 
members  of  the  committee  from  the 
free  States  and  a  representative  from 
Delaware  made  a  minority  report  de- 
manding the  restoration  of  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise  or  that  Congress 
should  refuse  to  admit  any  State 
tolerating  slavery  formed  out  of  the 
Kansas  or  Nebraska  Territories.  A 
bitter  debate  followed.  Henry  Wil- 
son led  the  anti-slavery  forces,  but 
finally  the  Southern  platform  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  80  to  59.  t     The 

*  J.  P.  Hambleton,  The  Political  Campaign  m 
Virginia  in  1855.  See  also  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall 
of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  422-423;  Whitney, 
A  Defence  of  the  American  Policy,  p.  285;  For- 
ney, Anecdotes  of  Public  Men,  vol.  i.,  p.  135; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  87-89;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
v.,  pp.   191-192. 

■f  Barkesdale,  however,  in  a  speech  on  July  23, 
1856.  gives  the  vote  as  69  to  62.  See  Congres- 
sional Globe,  34th  Congress,  app.,  p.  1178. 


Northern  delegates  indorsed  every 
article  in  the  declaration  save  the  one 
on  slavery,  but  they  were  so  much  op- 
posed to  this  that  they  protested 
against  the  action  of  the  council  and 
issued  an  appeal  to  the  people  stating 
their  exact  position.*  The  split  among 
the  Know-Nothings  was  of  great  sig- 
nificance. The  Southern  branch  of 
the  party  made  their  election  contests 
on  the  National  platform,  while  the 
Northern  Know-Nothings  repudiated 
the  slavery  plank.  Another  import- 
ant result  of  the  meeting  was  the  dis- 
covery that  the  secrets  of  the  order 
had  been  exposed  and  that  there  was 
no  longer  any  mystery  as  to  its  oaths 
and  meetings.  The  Know-Nothings 
were  now  adopting  a  platform  just 
as  any  other  political  party  would  do, 
and  were  appealing  for  support  upon 
the  basis  of  certain  definite  princi- 
ples. It  was  no  longer  possible  to 
command  the  franchises  of  the  voters 
because  they  had  taken  solemn  oaths, 
but  the  existence  of  the  party  must  be 
justified  by  convincing  reasons.  The 
farce  of  mystery  was  no  longer  of  any 
worth,  and  the  time  had  come  for  po- 
litical principles  to  be  advocated 
openly.  Thenceforth  the  order  was 
better  known  as  the  American  party. f 
That  the  Republican  movement  was 
gaining  strength  was  plainly  indi- 
cated by  the  elections  of  1855.    Chase 

*  Whitney,  A  Defence  of  the  American  Policy. 
p.  294;  Merriam,  Life  of  Samuel  Bowles,  vol.  i., 
pp.  137-138;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave 
Power,  vol.  ii.,  p.  423  et  seq. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  89-92; 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History, 
vol.  v.,  pp.  194-198. 
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was  chosen  governor  of  Ohio  by  a 
plurality  of  nearly  16,000,  and  the  Re- 
publicans carried  Vermont  too.  They 
were  unsuccessful  in  Maine,  however, 
and  the  Democrats  regained  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Wisconsin.  In  New  York 
the  anti-slavery  elements  fused  under 
the  name  Republican,  making  their 
campaign  on  a  platform  reported  by 
Horace  Greeley,  which  demanded  that 
Congress  prohibit  slavery  in  all  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Union,  and  emphatic- 
ally condemned  the  erroneous  doc- 
trines and  methods  of  Know-Nothing- 
ism.  At  the  head  of  the  new  organi- 
zation was  Seward,  who  made  two 
speeches,  explaining  the  reasons  for 
forming  a  new  party.  He  explicitly 
charged  that  the  American  party  had 
miserably  failed  to  meet  the  situation, 
and  stated  that  the  Republican  organ- 
ization had  constructed  a  new,  sound, 
and  liberal  platform  on  wliich  all  true 
Democrats  and  true  Whigs  might 
unitedly  stand.  The  Americans,  how- 
ever, elected  their  State  ticket  in  New 
York  and  were  successful  also  in 
Massachusetts;  yet,  in  spite  of  these 
successes,  they  had  reached  the  zenith 
of  their  power.  The  W^hig  party  in 
New  England  died  hard.  It  had  been 
successful  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  but 
there  were  two  powerful  motives,  in- 
stead of  one,  actuating  men  to  join 
the  Republican  party.  One  was  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  the  slave,  which 
had  its  noblest  embodiment  in  Sum- 
ner, and  the  other  was  best  repre- 
sented by  Seward  as  a  protest  against 


the  increasing  and  encroaching  po- 
litical power  of  the  South.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  former  Whigs  sided  with 
Seward  and  the  former  Free  Soilers 
with  Sumner.  The  Garrisonian  abo- 
litionists held  aloof  from  the  Repub- 
lican movement,  but  cordially  sym- 
pathized wdth  Sumner.  Seward's  ad- 
herents, however,  had  no  love  for  the 
abolitionists  and  their  methods. 

Meanwhile,  in  July  of  1855,  under 
the  summons  of  the  governor,  the 
Kansas  legislature  had  met  at  Paw- 
nee, the  council  consisting  of  16  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  26 
members.  At  the  supplementary  elec- 
tions ordered  by  the  governor,  free 
State  members  had  been  elected,  but 
were  summarily  unseated.  The  leg- 
islature seemed  disposed  thoroughly 
to  crush  out  all  anti-slavery  sentiment 
and  power  in  the  Territory;  but  the 
stringent  code  of  laws  adopted  to 
carry  this  into  effect  was  utterly  out 
of  harmony  with  republican  govern- 
ment in  the  Nineteenth  century.*  The 
death  penalty  was  prescribed  for  in- 
citing rebellion  among  the  slaves  by 
speaking,  writing,  or  printing;  and 
the  enticement  of  a  slave  to  leave  his 
master  was  punishable,  either  by 
death  or  by  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor,  for  not  less  than  10  years.  A 
penalty  of  imprisonment  for  not  less 


*lhe  laws  of  Missouri  were  adopted  bodily 
and  in  such  a  hurry  that  the  word  "  territory  " 
was  not  everywhere  substituted  for  "  state." 
Inasmuch  as  the  laws  cover  823  pages  the  work 
must  have  lx>en  rushed  through  without  serious 
consideration.  See  Von  Hoist.  Constitutional 
mid  Political  History,  vol.  v.,  p.  158. 
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than  hvo  years  was  prescribed  for 
any  who  should  declare,  orally  or  in 
writing,  that  slavery  did  not  exist 
legally  in  the  Territory.*  All  officers 
of  the  Territory,  attorneys  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  courts,  and  voters, 
if  challenged,  must  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  One 
act  gave  the  right  of  voting  to  any 
man  without  regard  to  residence,  on 
the  payment  of  $1  and  the  taking  of 
an  oath  to  support  the  Kansas  bill 
and  to  aid  in  enforcing  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  Persons  who  were  con- 
scientiously opposed  to  holding 
slaves,  or  who  did  not  admit  the  right 
to  hold  slaves  in  the  Territory,  were 
forbidden  to  serve  as  jurors  in  any 
ease  connected  Avith  slavery.  Other 
acts  prohibited  the  teaching  of 
negroes  to  read  and  the  holding  of 
religious  meetings  by  negroes,  unless 
a  sheriff,  constable  or  county  justice 
were  present.  On  August  14  a  con- 
vention of  more  than  600  delegates 
assembled  at  Lawrence.  The  dele- 
gates adopted  resolutions  declaring 
that  they  would  repudiate  the  action 
of  the  legislature  which  had  been  im- 
posed upon  them  by  the  people  of 
Missouri,  and  called  a  convention  of 
representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
Territory  to  meet  on  September  5  at 
Big  Springs.  When  this  convention 
came  together  on  the  appointed  day, 
vigorous  resolutions  were  adopted  de- 
claring that  the  best  interests  of  Kan- 
sas consisted  in  admitting  her  as  a 


free  State,  repudiating  the  action  of 
the  legislature,  and  calling  upon  the 
people  to  resist  usurpation  even  by 
force  of  arms  if  necessary.*  Ex- 
Governor  Reeder  was  nominated  for 
delegate  to  Congress  and  the  election 
was  to  take  place  early  in  October. 
The  legislature  had  fixed  October  1 
as  the  day  of  election,  and  on  that  day 
Whitfield  received  2,721  votes,  which 
were  all  that  were  cast  except  17. t 
Meanwhile  the  leader  of  the  Free 
State  party,  Charles  Robinson,  had 
mapped  out  a  plan  of  action  whereby 
the  Territorial  legislature  was  to  be 
repudiated  as  illegal,  a  State  govern- 
ment organized,  and  application  made 
to  Congress  for  admission  into  the 
Union.  Robinson  sent  a  messenger 
to  New  England  for  Sharps  rifles, 
which  were  sent  to  Lawrence  in  pack- 
ages marked  "  Books."!    On  October 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
420-421;    Von   Hoist,   p.   160. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  !.,  p. 
428;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  pp.  167-168.  Governor  Eeeder  said: 
'■  But  if,  at  last,  [peaceable  remedies]  should 
fail;  if,  in  the  proper  tribunals,  there  is  no  hope 
for  our  dearest  rights,  outraged  and  profaned; 
if  we  are  still  to  suffer,  that  corrupt  men  may 
reap  harvests  watered  by  our  tears;  then  tliere 
is  one  more  chance  for  justice.  God  has  pro- 
vided, in  the  eternal  frame  of  things,  redress  for 
every  wrong;  and  there  remains  to  us  still  the 
steady  eye  and  the  strong  arm,  and  we  must 
conquer,  or  mingle  the  bodies  of  the  oppressors 
with  those  of  the  oppressed  upon  the  soil  which 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  no  longer  pro- 
tects."—  Congressional  Globe,  34th  Congress,  1st 
session,  app.,  p.  285. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.   102. 

t  Grimke  (Life  of  Garrison,  p.  358)  says  that 
ministers  and  churches  took  up  collections  to 
send,  not  Bibles,  but  Sharps  rilles  to  their  breth- 
ren in  Kansas.  In  this  connection  see  also  W.  H. 
Isely,  The  Sharps  Rifle  Episode  in  Kan^sa-s  His- 
tory, in  American  Historical  Review,  vol.  xii., 
pp.  546-566    (1907). 
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9  the  Free  Staters  elected  delegates 
to  a  constitutional  convention  and,  on 
the  same  day,  held  their  election  for 
delegate  to  Congress,  giving  Reeder 
all  the  votes  cast  — 2,849.*  The  pro- 
slavery  men  naturally  looked  upon 
Reeder 's  election  as  a  farce,  while 
the  Free  State  men  paid  no  attention 
to  the  orders  of  the  Territorial  legis- 
lature. At  first  Reeder  had  favored 
taking  part  in  the  election  of  October 
1,  hut  the  convention  at  Big  Springs 
had  persuaded  him  that  the  Free  Soil 
voters  would  be  excluded.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Free  Staters  held  a  separate 
election,  thus  putting  the  matter  in 
such  shape  that  the  National  House  of 
Representatives  at  the  next  session 
would  be  compelled  to  decide  on  the 
claims  of  the  respective  contestants, 
Reeder  and  Whitfield. 

The  constitutional  convention  of 
the  Free  Soilers  assembled  at  Topeka 
on  October  23.  Nineteen  of  the  34 
members  were  Democrats,  6  were 
Wliigs,  and  the  remaining  9  were  In- 
dependents, Free  Soilers  and  Repub- 
licans. This  convention  formed  them- 
selves into  a  free  and  independent 
State,  styled  the  State  of  Kansas,  and 
adopted  a  State  constitution  which 
was  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  on 
December  15,  the  principal  feature  of 
which  was  that  slavery  should  not 
exist  in  the  Territory  after  July  4, 
1857.  t  The  pro-slavery  men  then 
held  what  was  called  the  "  Law  and 


Order  "  convention  at  Leavenworth 
on  November  14.  Governor  Wilson 
Shannon  presided,*  and  in  a  speech 
assured  the  delegates  that  they  had 
the  support  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  convention  ex- 
pressed decided  antagonism  to  the 
course  pursued  by  the  anti-slavery 
men  and  declared  that,  if  they  con- 
tinued on  the  lines  laid  out  and  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Congress,  civil 
war  would  ensue. 

Thus  there  were  two  governments 
and  two  sets  of  people  hostile  to  each 
other,  but  as  their  settlements  were 
far  apart,  no  colhsion  had  occurred 
between  the  opposing  forces.  Each 
party  seemed  to  be  looking  for  a  pre- 
text upon  which  to  attack  the  other, 
but  the  pro-slavery  leaders  found  the 
excuse  first.  A  pro-slavery  squatter 
quarrelled  with  a  Free  State  man, 
killed  him,  and  then  fled.  The  Free 
State  men  immediately  demanded  jus- 
tice. The  cabins  of  the  murderer  and 
his  friends  were  burned.  Jacob  Bran- 
son, one  of  the  friends  of  the  murdered 
man,  was  reported  to  have  threatened 
an  accomplice  in  the  murder,  and  a 
warrant  for  his  arrest  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  Sheriff  Samuel  J.  Jones, 
a  pro-slavery  man.  On  November  26 
Jones  arrested  Branson  and  started 
with  him  for  Lecompton,  but  on  the 
road  was  met  by  a  party  of  15  Free 
Staters   who,   without  firing   a   shot. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  p. 
429. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.   469;    Von  Hoist,   Constitutional   and  Political 


History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  168-169.  For  text  see 
Tliorpe,  Federal  and  State  Constitutions,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  1179-1201. 

•  N  icolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  p. 
440. 
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forced  Jones  to  surrender  Branson.* 
Jones  thereupon  sent  a  message  to 
Missouri  asking  for  aid.  He  also  sent 
a  courier  to  Shannon  with  an  exag- 
gerated account  of  the  affair,  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  it  woukl  require 
3,000  men  to  vindicate  insulted  jus- 
tice.! The  governor  called  out  the 
Kansas  militia,  but  only  about  50  men 
responded.  The  sheriff  and  his 
friends  then  appealed  to  the  Missour- 
ians  who  turned  out  with  such  alac- 
rity that,  by  December  1,  there  were 
between  1,200  and  1,500  armed  men  on 
the  Wakarusa  River  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lawrence.!  Earthworks  had  been 
thrown  up  on  all  sides  of  the  town  and 
were  defended  by  600  armed  men, 
about  one-third  of  whom  possessed 
Sharps  rifles.  The  defenders  of  the 
town  also  had  a  howitzer  which  had 
l)een  sent  through  the  invading  lines 
from  Kansas  City.||  This  affair, 
which  is  known  as  the  Wakarusa  War, 
did  not  come  to  actual  hostilities.  The 
invaders  fired  upon  the  Lawrence 
sentries  and  one  Free  State  man  was 
killed,  but  the  Lawrence  men  acted 
strictly  on  the  defensive  and  did  not 
attempt  to  drive  off  the  invaders.  A 
committee  of  safety  was  appointed 
which  opened  communication  with 
Governor  Shannon  who,  on  reaching 
Lawrence  on  December  7,  becoming 


*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Hlave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  471-472;  Pliillips,  The  Conquest  of  Kansas, 
p.  152  et  seq. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  p.   173. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay.  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
442-443. 

II  Ibid,   p.  444. 
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convinced  that  he  had  been  misled  by 
his  pro-slavery  advisers,  played  the 
part  of  mediator.  He  succeeded  in 
negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  was  so  thoroughly  to  de- 
prive the  invaders  of  all  legal  stand- 
ing that  after  a  time  the  Missourians 
returned  home.* 

On  December  15  the  constitution 
adopted  by  the  Topeka  convention  was 
voted  upon  by  the  Free  State  people, 
and  was  ratified  by  1,731  affirmative 
to  46  negative  votes.  The  question 
of  excluding  free  negroes  was  to  be 
decided  by  a  separate  vote,  which, 
when  taken,  resulted  in  their  exclu- 
sion by  a  majority  of  nearh'  3  to  1 
(1,287  to  453 ).t  On  December  22  a 
Free  State  convention  was  held  at 
Lawrence  to  nominate  candidates  for 
vState  offices  under  the  constitution. 
Robinson  was  the  gubernatorial  candi- 
date, and  when  the  election  was  held 
January  15, 1856,  he  was  chosen.  The 
pro-slavery  men  did  not  interfere  with 
these  elections,  regarding  them  as 
silly  performances,  and  at  only  two 
places  was  there  any  trouble.  In  De- 
cember a  mob  seized  the  ballot  box  at 
Leavenworth  and  stopped  further  pro- 
ceedings.! In  January  a  pro-slavery 
man  was  killed  in  an  affray  at  Easton 
and  the  next  day  his  death  was 
avenged  by  the  assassination  of  a  Free 
State  leader.     Seven  weeks  after  the 


♦Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  103-106; 
Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Poiver,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
472-473;  Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
i.,  pp.  446-447;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and 
Political  History,  vol.  v.,  pp.   175-183. 

t  Von  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  p.   183. 

tlbid,  pp.  232-233. 
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election  (March  14)  a  Free  State  legis- 
lature met  at  Topeka  and  prepared  a 
memorial  to  Congress  requesting  that 
Kansas  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
a  State  under  the  Topeka  constitu- 
tion. This  was  the  situation  in  Kan- 
sas when  the  Thirty-Fourth  Congress 
got  fairly  to  work. 

The  House  of  Representatives  be- 
gan its  session  on  December  3,  1855, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Speaker.    It  was  evident  that 
the     disorganized     party    conditions 
which  had  prevailed  since  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act  was  passed  were  now 
nearing  an  end  and  that  the  members 
were  ranging  into  two  political  divi- 
sions.     Richardson   was    the    caucus 
nominee  of  the  Democrats  and  on  the 
first  ballot   received   74  votes.     The 
votes  of  the  opposition  were  scattered 
among  20  candidates,  of  whom  Camp- 
bell, of  Ohio,  received  the  largest  num- 
ber.   Four  days  later  he  withdrew  his 
name,  and  the  anti-Nebraskans  con- 
centrated on  N.  P.  Banks,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  previously  had  been  a 
Know-Nothing  but,  in  1855,  had  aban- 
doned that  party  for  the  Republican. 
After  many  ballotings  the  field  nar- 
rowed   to    three    candidates.    Banks, 
Richardson,  and  Fuller,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  so  closely  divided  were  the 
parties  that  127  ballots  were  taken 
without  a  decision.    Finally  Richard- 
son withdrew  his  name  and  the  Demo- 
crats   transferred   their    strength    to 
Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  but  he,  being 
no  more  successful  than  Richardson, 
was    soon    retired.     On    Februarv   1 


Aiken,  of  South  Carolina,  was  nomi- 
nated, but  he  received  only  103  affirm- 
ative to  110  negative  votes.    The  next 
day,  confident  that  they  had  sufficient 
strength  to  elect  Aiken,  the  Democrats 
introduced  a  resolution  providing  that 
if,  after  three  votes  had  been  taken, 
no  candidate  had  received  a  majority, 
the  member  securing  the  largest  num- 
ber of  votes  on  the  fourth  roll  call 
should    be    declared    Speaker.      This 
resolution  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  113 
to  104.    The  end  of  the  contest  at  last 
appeared  to  be  in  sight  and  the  Demo- 
crats expected  that,  upon   the  adop- 
tion   of    this    rule,    Aiken    would    be 
elected.  Three  ballots  were  taken  with- 
out result,  and  the  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  vote  the  133d  time,  the  last 
under  the  plurality  rule.    The  Amer- 
icans who  still  clung  to  Fuller  were 
urged  to  save  the  Union  by  voting  for 
Aiken.     The  votes  were  recorded  as 
cast,   but  before  the  result  was   an- 
nounced the  House  was  in  confusion, 
all  the  members  trjing  to  be  heard  at 
one  time  in  expostulation  or  appeal. 
When  the  tellers  finally  succeeded  in 
making   themselves   heard,    they   an- 
nounced that  the  vote  stood  as  follows : 
Banks  103,  Aiken  100,  Fuller  6,  Camp- 
bell 4,  Wells  1.     Accordingly,  under 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House, 
Nathaniel    P.    Banks    was    declared 
Speaker.* 

Meanwhile  the  President  had  become 
weary  with  waiting  for  the  organiza- 


*  Ehodes,  I'nited  States,  vol.  ii..  pp.  107-110; 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History, 
vol.   v.,  pp.  202-223. 
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tion  of  the  House,  and  on  December 
31  sent  his  message  to  the  Senate. 
There  were  many  matters  of  import- 
ance to  be  communicated  to  Congress 
and  the  country,  but  the  President  had 
been  opposed  to  sending  a  message 
until  the  House  was  organized.  Steph- 
ens and  Cobb  advised  the  President  to 
transmit  it  to  the  Senate,  and  Toombs, 
when  the  President  asked  liis  advice, 
agreed  with  Stephens  and  Cobb.  *  Ac- 
cordingly, as  above  stated,  the  mes- 
sage was  transmitted  on  December  31, 
1855,  and,  as  the  House  would  not  hear 
it,  it  was  read  in  the  Senate. 

In  a  private  letter  Buchanan  had 
admitted  that  the  aspect  of  affairs 
between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  had  become  somewhat 
"  squally,  "t  but  in  his  message  Pierce 
had  more  to  say  on  the  slavery  ques- 
tion than  on.  the  controversy  with 
England.!  The  President  first  spoke 
of  the  views  of  the  British  government 
as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  treaty 
of  1850  in  regard  to  Central  Amer- 
ican affairs.  He  next  brought  up  the 
recruiting  for  tlie  Crimean  War  car- 
ried on  by  tlie  British  agents  in  the 
United  States;  the  question  of  the 
Danish  Sound  dues ;  our  relations  with 
Greece,  Spain,  etc.  He  stated  that 
the  receipts  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30  were  $65,003,930,  and 
the  expenditures  $56,365,393.  The 
balance  in  the  Treasury  on  July  1  was 


•  Johnston  and  Browne,  Life  of  Alexander  B. 
Stephens,  p.  300. 

t  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.   ii.,  p.   154. 

t  For  the  entire  message  see  Richardson,  Mes- 
sages and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  327-350. 


$18,931,976  and  the  available  re- 
sources for  the  current  fiscal  year 
would  be  $86,856,710.  The  principal 
recommendations  related  to  the  army 
and  navy  and  the  appointing  of  a 
commission  to  survey  the  line  between 
Washington  Territory  and  the  Brit- 
ish possessions.  With  regard  to 
Kansas,  he  said:  "  There  have  been 
acts  prejudicial  to  good  order  but  as 
yet  none  have  occurred  under  circum- 
stances to  justify  the  interposition  of 
the  Federal  Executive."  He  gave 
considerable  space  to  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, and  for  this  was  criticised  quite 
severely.  The  opposition  said  that 
he  was  bidding  for  Southern  support 
in  the  next  Democratic  National  con- 
vention, since  he  was  an  avowed  can- 
didate. Senator  Hale  criticised  the 
President  because  he  had  said  so  lit- 
tle about  the  Kansas  imbroglio  and 
had  devoted  so  much  space  to  Cen- 
tral America,  as  if  that  distant  coun- 
try and  not  near-by  Kansas  were  the 
engrossing  issue. 

The  complaint  respecting  the  omis- 
sion of  Kansas  affairs  from  the  an- 
nual message  was  met  on  January  24, 
when  Pierce  sent  a  special  message 
to  Congress  entirely  devoted  to  the 
state  of  things  in  Kansas.*  He  gave 
a  history  of  the  organization  of  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  into  Territories; 
stated  that  the  governor  appointed 
by  him  had  neglected  liis  duty  so  that 
the  election  of  members  to  the  legis- 


*  See  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v., 
pp.  352-360;  House  Ex.  Doc.  28,  34th  Congress, 
3d  session. 
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lature  had  been  delayed  many  months, 
that  he  had  failed  to  exercise  constant 
vigilance  to  prevent  or  counteract  the 
tendencies    to    illegality    which    are 
prone  to  exist  in  all  imperfectly  organ- 
ized and  newly  associated  communi- 
ties;   that    fraud    and   violence    had 
abounded  on  all  sides;  that  the  gov- 
ernor had  withheld  certificates  from 
several  of  the  members  because  of  al- 
leged   illegality    of    votes;    that    the 
legislative  body  elected  by  the  Mis- 
sourians  was  the  legitimate  legisla- 
tive assembly  of  the  Territory;  and 
that  the  acts  of  the  Free  State  people 
were  without  law.     He  recommended 
that  Congress  pass  a  law  providing 
that,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Kansas 
should  desire  it  and  should  be  of  suf- 
ficient "immber  to  constitute  a  State, 
a  convention  of  delegates  duly  elected 
by  the  qualified  voters  should  assem- 
ble to  frame  a  constitution  and  thus 
prepare,  through  regular  and  lawful 
means,    for    its    admission    into    the 
Union  as  a  State.     Having  planted 
himself  unequivocally  on  the  side  of 
the  Missourians  and  having  received 
extensive,  though  in   some   respects, 
biased  information  as  to  the  real  con- 
dition in  Kansas,   President  Pierce, 
on  February  11,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion warning  all  good  citizens   "  to 
abstain  from  unauthorized  intermed- 
dling in  the  local  concerns  of  the  Ter- 
ritory."*   This  proclamation  was  rec- 
ogized  as  directed  against  the  Topeka 
movement  and  was  interpreted  to  in- 


dicate that  the  President  intended  to 
align  squarely  on  the  side  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial legislature  and  the  j^ro-slav- 
ery  party  the  authority  and  power  of 
the  National  government. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  the  Kansas 
question  occupied  a  generous  share  of 
the  attention  of  Congress.     So  much 
of   the   President's   annual   message 
and  of  the  special  message  as  related 
to  Kansas  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  but  the  Demo- 
cratic majority  in  the  Senate  did  not 
take  hold  of  the  matter  at  once,  pre- 
ferring to  await  the  arrival  of  Doug- 
las,   who    had    been    detained    from 
Washington  by  illness.    When  Doug- 
las finally  came,  he  set  himself  dili- 
gently to  work,  and  on  March  12  made 
a  report  in  which  the  question  was 
thoroughly    discussed.*     He    consid- 
ered the  Territorial  legislature  a  legal 
body  and  its  acts  lawful;  whereas  the 
Topeka  movement,  having  repudiated 
the  laws  of  the  Territorial  govern- 
ment, had  taken  an  attitude   of  de- 
fiance to  the  authority  of  Congress. 
Senator  Collamer,   of  Vermont,  dis- 
sented from  the  majority  report,  and 
stated  that  the  true  remedy  was  to 
repeal  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act.     If 
Congress  decided  to  proceed  with  the 
experiment,  that  body  should  declare 
the    action   of   the    spurious    foreign 
legislative  assembly  utterly  inopera- 
tive and  void,  and  should  decree  a  re- 
organization providing  proper   safe- 
guards for  legal  voting  and  against 


*  Ricliardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v., 
390-391. 


pp. 


*  Senate  Report  34,  34th  Congress,  1st  session. 
See  also  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  289. 
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foreign  voting.  Another  way  to  end 
the  trouble  was  to  admit  Kansas  as  a 
free  State  under  the  Topeka  constitu- 
tion. In  his  report  Douglas  had  used 
the  Emigrant  Aid  Company  as  a 
scapegoat  and,  when  Collamer  had  fin- 
ished speaking,  Sumner  rose  to  repel 
the  assault  made  upon  that  company. 
He  asserted  that  the  minority  report 
had  stated  the  true  issue  and  that  the 
Emigrant  Aid  Company  had  done 
nothing  for  which  it  could  be  con- 
demned under  the  laws  and  Constitu- 
tion of  the  land,  declaring  further  that 
it  had  not,  either  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree or  remotest  item,  offended 
against  National  laws,  but  possessed 
a  perfect  right  to  send  men  to  Kan- 
sas. The  only  offence  of  the  company, 
he  exclaimed,  was  that  its  agents  loved 
freedom  and  hated  slavery.* 

Meanwhile  on  January  26,  1856,  the 
House,  by  a  vote  of  101  to  100,  had 
resolved  that  the  Missouri  Compro- 
mise ought  to  be  restored.!  Whitfield 
had  taken  his  seat  as  delegate  from 
Kansas,  but  Reeder  presented  a  mem- 
orial contesting  Whitfield's  claim  to 
the  seat.  The  dispute  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Elections,  the  ma- 
jority taking  ground  against  Mr. 
Whitfield  and  the  authority  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial legislature  and  asking  to  be 
empowered  to  send  for  witnesses  and 
papers.  The  minority  brought  in  a 
report  requesting  that  a  commission 
be  dispatched  to  Kansas  to  take  tes- 
timony,  deeming  this   a   better   plan 

*  Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.   1'2")-1'26. 
t  Von   Hoist,   Constitutional  and  Political  Bis- 
tort/, vol.  v.,  p.  247. 


than  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.* 
The  committee  was  then  asked  to  re- 
port the  reasons  and  grounds  on  which 
they  desired  authority  so  to  send,  and 
the  report  was  presented  on  March  5, 
when  20,000  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  t  On  March  19  the  House 
resolved  that  the  Speaker  should  ap- 
point a  committee  of  three  to  inquire 
into  the  trouble  in  Kansas  generally, 
and  particularly  into  the  election 
frauds.  William  A.  How?.rd,  of  Mich- 
igan, John  Sherman,  of  Ohio,  Repub- 
licans, and  Mordecai  Oliver,  Demo- 
crat, of  Missouri,  were  appointed  as 
the  committee.!  The  next  day  Doug- 
las, in  behalf  of  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  addressed 
the  Senate  in  support  of  a  bill  which 
he  had  drawn  up  embodying  the  views 
presented  in  his  report.  ||  Tliis  bill 
recommended  that,  when  Kansas 
should  contain  93,420  persons,  the 
number  required  to  entitle  her  to  rep- 
resentation in  Congress,  a  convention 
should  be  called  by  the  Territorial 
legislature  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  with  a  proviso  that 
six  months'  residence  in  the  Terri- 
tory should  be  required  for  voters. 
In  his  speech  of  March  20  Douglas 
stated  with  overmastering  force  the 
contrast  between  the  legal  Territorial 
government  and  the  "  revolutionary, 
rebellious  and  insurrectionary  "  To- 

*  Von  Holat,  pp.  270-275. 

t  For  the  report  see  House  Report  3,  34th  Con- 
gress, 3d  session. 

J  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  470-471. 

II  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  81-82;  Johnson,. 
Life  of  Douglas,  p.  294  et  seq. 
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peka  movement.  He  stated  that  the 
whole  responsibihty  for  the  conditions 
in  Kansas  rested  upon  the  Massa- 
chusetts Emigrant  Aid  Company  and 
its  affiliated  societies. 

The  Kansas  question  afforded  an 
unwonted  opportunity  to  Republican 
Senators  to  define  their  position  and 
to  place  their  principles  before  the 
countrj'.  Notable  speeches  were  made 
by  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire;  Trum- 
bull, of  Illinois;  Harlan,  of  Iowa; 
Benjamin  F.  Wade,  of  Ohio,  and 
Collamer;  but  the  great  argument 
"  unsurpassed  in  its  political  phil- 
osophy "  was  made  by  WiUiam  H. 
Seward  on  April  9.  The  most 
startling  speech  was  delivered  by 
Charles  Sumner  on  May  19  and  20, 
later  being  published  under  the  title 
"  The  Crime  against  Kansas."* 
Though  Sumner,  with  a  keenness  of 
invective  rarely  excelled,  poured  upon 
his  audience  the  well  filled  vials  of  his 
indignation  and  contempt  for  the 
course  they  had  pursued,  his  speech 
added  nothing  of  legal  or  political 
strength  to  the  controversy,  and  the 
temperate  arguments  of  those  who 
had  preceded  him  were  of  greater 
weight.  Nevertheless,  the  bravery 
with  which  he  hurled  defiance  at  the 
South  and  at  its  institutions  chal- 
lenged admiration.  Had  Sumner  con- 
tented himself  with  invective  against 


*  Congressional  Globe,  34tli  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion, app.,  pp.  529-544.  See  also  Nicolay  and 
Hay.  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  48-49;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  nnd  Political  History,  vol. 
v.,  p.  314  ef  seq.;  Old  South  Leaflets,  vol.  iv., 
no.  Ixxziii. 


slave  power  he  would  not  have  been 
assaulted  by  Preston  Brooks,  a  kins- 
man of  Senator  Butler  to  whom  Sum- 
ner so  frequently  alluded  in  his 
speech,  in  which  he  made  many  ex- 
asperating reflections  upon  both  But- 
ler and  Douglas.  The  vituperative  na- 
ture of  this  speech,  while  it  did  not 
transgress  the  bounds  of  parliamen- 
tary decorum  (for  he  was  not  called 
to  order  by  the  Vice-President  or  by 
any  other  Senator)  was  unworthy  of 
Sumner  and  his  cause,  and  the  attack 
was  especially  unfair  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Butler  was  not  in  Washing- 
ton. Seward  had  read  the  speech  be- 
fore delivery  and  had  advised  Sumner 
to  tone  down  his  personal  remarks. 
Wade  and  Cass  also  regretted  the  per- 
sonal attack.  Douglas  said  that,  if 
Sumner  had  spoken  harsh  words  on 
the  spur  of  the  moment  and  had  apol- 
ogized for  them  in  his  cooler  hours, 
he  could  respect  him  much  more  than 
if  he  had  never  made  such  a  departure 
from  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

"  But  it  has  been  the  subject  of  conversation 
for  weeks  that  tlie  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
had  his  speech  written,  printed,  committed  to 
memory.  *  *  *  The  libels,  the  gross  insults 
wliich  we  have  lieard  to-day  have  been  conned 
over,  written  with  a  cool,  deliberate  malignity, 
repeated  from  night  to  night  in  order  to  catch 
tlie  appropriate  grace;  and  then  lie  came  here 
to  spit  forth  that  malignity  upon  men  who  dif- 
fered from  him  —  for  that   is  their  offence." 

Douglas  then  accused  Sumner  of 
perjuring  himself,  since  he  had  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution  and  yet 
had  publicly  denied  that  he  would 
obey  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  Sum- 
ner replied  in  a  still  more  exasper- 
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ating  tone,  and  Douglas  ended  the  de- 
bate by  declaring  that  a  man  who  had 
been  branded  in  the  Senate  with  false- 
hood was  not  worthy  of  a  reply.* 

On  May  22,  two  days  after  this  de- 
bate and  after  the   Senate  had  ad- 
journed, Sumner  was  in  the  Senate 
chamber  engrossed  in  letter  writing. 
While  engaged  in  this  task  Preston  S. 
Brooks    approached    him,    and,    pro- 
nouncing him  a  libeller  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  a  slanderer  of  his  aged  rela- 
tive, struck  him  over  the  head  time 
and  again  with  a  gutta  percha  cane. 
Though  Sumner  was  a  tall,  powerful 
man  he  was  penned  under  his  desk,t 
and  could  offer  no  resistance.    Stunned 
and  nearly  blinded,  Sumner  attempted 
to  protect  himself,  but  while  reeling 
and    staggering    about,    Brooks    con- 
tinued  the   assault   until  bystanders 
interposed.^      The    assault    did    not 
terminate  fatally  to  Sumner  but  af- 
fected his  spinal  column  so  that  he 
never  afterward  was  in  perfect  health. 
The  assault  was  received  differently 
in  the  North  and  South.     The  North 
was  struck  with  horror  and  resentment 
and     the    Massachusetts    legislature 
characterized  the  deed  by  resolutions 
couched  in  fitting  terms.    Indignation 
meetings  were  held  in  various  places, 
the  general  tendency  being  to  forget 
the  personal  provocation  and  to  re- 
gard the  assault  as  an  outrage  by  the 


slave  power.  In  the  slave  States  the 
assault  Avas  approved  by  the  press  and 
the  people,  though  a  few  of  the  South- 
ern journals,  w^hich  were  formerly 
Whig  in  politics,  mildly  condemned 
it.  The  fact  that  personal  insult 
had  been  avenged  was  merged  in  the 
delight  that  a  notorious  and  hateful 
abohtionist  had  been  punished. 
B]-ooks  was  given  an  enthusiastic  wel- 
come on  his  return  to  South  Carolina, 
the  favorite  testimonial  taking  the 
form  of  a  cane.  Much  excitement  was 
caused  in  Congress  by  the  attack,  but 
motions  to  expel  Brooks  were  de- 
feated and  he  was  only  mildly  cen- 
sured,* though  subsequently  fined 
$300  by  the  criminal  court  at  Wash- 
ington. 

The  important  bearing  of  the  inci- 
dent upon  the  Kansas  phase  of  the 
controversy  was  recognized  by  both 
the  North  and  South.  During  the 
early  months  of  1856  appeals  were 
sent  to  the  slave  States  for  emigrants 
to  Kansas,  and  well  attended  public 
meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the 
South  with  this  object  in  view.  In 
the  Georgia  legislature  a  proposal  was 
made  to  appropriate  $50,000  to  aid 
emigrants  to  Kansas,  but  this  propo- 
sition was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  63  to 
43.  t     A  bill  to   assist   emigrants   to 


•  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  136-139. 

t  Pierce,  Life  of  Sumner,  vol.  iii.,  p.  470;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
v.,  p.  318. 

J  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
50-51. 


*  .See  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  139  et 
seq.;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Poicer,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  486  et  seq.;  Pike,  First  Blows  of  the  Civil 
War,  p.  339  et  seq.;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional 
and  Political  History,  vol.  v.,  p.  322  et  seq.  : 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  53 
et  seq. 

tVon  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  p.  288,  note. 
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Kansas  was  introduced  in  the  Ala- 
bama legislature,  the  cost  of  which 
was  to  be  defrayed  by  a  separate  tax 
upon  the  slave  property  of  the  State. 
A  company  of  280  men  from  South 
Carolina,  Georgia  and  Alabama  was 
raised  by  Colonel  Jefferson  Buford, 
composed  chiefly  of  poor  relations  and 
dependents  of  the  wealthy  slave-hold- 
ers.* Many  of  these  emigrants  were 
intelligent  people  and  proved  to  be 
worthy  and  reputable  citizens,  but  a 
great  nmnber  were  ignorant  and  bru- 
tal—  fit  companions  for  the  Missouri 
border-ruffians.  Manifestations  that 
the  North  appreciated  the  importance 
of  the  Kansas  conflict  were  more 
numerous  than  in  the  South.  Public 
meetings  were  held  all  over  the  free 
States,  committees  to  collect  money 
were  appointed,  and  emigration  was 
encouraged.  By  May  1  several  thou- 
sand Free  State  settlers  had  emigrat- 
ed to  Kansas.  The  most  warlike  dem- 
onstration was  at  New  Haven,  where 
Charles  B.  Limes  enlisted  a  company 
of  79.  The  leader  of  the  party  stated 
that  arms  were  lacking  and  were 
needed  for  self  defence.  After  an 
earnest  address  by  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  the  subscription  began. 
Beecher  said  that  if  the  company  pres- 
ent would  pledge  25  Sharps  rifles, 
Plymouth  Church  would  furnish  the 
other  25  needed  by  the  emigrants.f 


'Von  Hoist  (p.  289)  says  300  men.  See  also 
Walter  L.  Fleming,  The  Buford  Expedition  to 
Kansas,  in  America/)i  Historical  Review,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  .39-48;  also  in  Transactions  of  the  Alabama 
Historical   Society,   vol.    iv.,   pp.   167-192    (1904). 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  150-154. 


Meanwhile  affairs  in  Kansas  were 
showing  no  radical  improvement.  The 
unusual  severity  of  the  winter  prob- 
ably accounted  for  the  fact  that  the 
threatened  destruction  of  Lawrence 
was  averted.  During  March  and 
April  there  were  no  demonstrations 
of  a  violent  nature.  In  April  the  in- 
vestigating committee  appointed  by 
Congress  arrived  in  the  Territory,  as 
did  also  Buford  and  his  men  and  the 
band  of  emigrants  from  New  Haven. 
The  committee  began  work  immedi- 
ately and  collected  a  mass  of  evidence. 
The  New  Haven  colony  settled  on  the 
Kansas  Eiver  about  65  miles  above 
Lawrence,  plowed  and  planted  the 
land,  and  surrounded  themselves  with 
all  obtainable  appliances  of  civiliza- 
tion.* In  April  emigrants  from  the 
North  began  to  arrive  in  large  num- 
bers, but  besides  Buford 's  battalion 
there  were  few  accessions  of  any  con- 
sequence from  the  Southern  States. 
On  April  19  Sheriff  Jones  attempted 
to  arrest  one  of  Branson's  rescuers, 
but  he  resisted.  Four  days  later 
Jones  reappeared  AN-ith  some  United 
States  soldiers  furnished  him  by  Gov- 
ernor Shannon  and  arrested  six  men 
on  a  charge  of  contempt  of  court.  On 
April  29,  while  sitting  in  the  tent  of 
Lieutenant  Mcintosh,  who  commanded 
the  soldiers,  Jones  was  shot  in  the 
back,  though  not  mortally,  f  This  act 
was  disavowed  and  denounced  at  a 


*  In  this  connection  see  E.  E.  Hale,  A'eto 
England  in   the   Colonization   of   Kansas    (1897). 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Poucr,  vol.  ii., 
p,  497. 
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public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Law- 
rence, who  pledged  themselves  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  bring  the 
guilty  party  or  parties  to  justice.*. 

At  this  time  Judge  Lecompte,  chief 
justice  of  the  Territory,  informed  the 
grand  jury  in  session  at  Lecompton 
that  the  laws  passed  by  the  pro-slav- 
ery Territorial  legislature  had  the 
backing  of  the  Federal  Government 
and  that,  therefore,  those  who  resisted 
these  laws  resisted  the  power  and  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  and  were 
guilty  of  high  treason.  He  stated 
that,  if  combinations  had  been  formed 
to  resist  the  laws,  and  if  individuals  of 
influence  and  notoriety  had  aided  and 
abetted  such  combinations,  charges  of 
constructive  treason  must  be  found 
against  them.f  Accordingly  Reeder, 
Robinson,  and  others  were  indicted 
by  the  jury  who  recommended  also 
that  the  Herald  of  Freedom  and  the 
Kansas  Free  State,  two  newspapers 
pubUshed  at  Lawrence,  be  suppressed 
as  nuisances;  and  that  the  "  Free 
State  "  hotel  in  Lawrence  be  demol- 
ished, since  it  had  been  constructed 
with  a  view  of  military  occupation  and 
defence. t  An  attempt  was  made  to 
arrest  Reeder,  but  he*  escaped  from 
the  Territory  in  disguise. ||    Robinson 


*  Von  Hoist.  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  p.  290.  See  also  Phillips,  The  Con- 
quest of  Kansas,  p.  257. 

II  Nicolay  .ind  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  p. 
434;  J.  H.  Gilion,  Governor  Geary's  Administra- 
tion, p.  77 ;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  292-294. 

J  Von  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  p.  294. 

II  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i..  p. 
451;    Phillips,  The  Conquest  of  Kansas,  p.  275. 


started  for  the  East  but  was  stopped 
at  Lexington,  Missouri,  arrested,  and 
taken  to  Lecompton,  where  he  was 
imprisoned  for  four  months.* 

On  May  11  the  United  States  mar- 
shal for  Kansas  issued  a  proclamation 
in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  sev- 
eral writs  to  execute  in  Lawrence; 
that  his  deputy  had  been  arrested  in 
his  efforts  to  execute  similar  writs; 
that  he  had  reason  to  believe  a  large 
body  of  armed  men  would  resist  him 
in  his  efforts ;  and  that  all  law-abiding 
citizens  of  the  Territory  should  as- 
semble at  Lawrence  in  sufficient  force 
to  execute  the  law.f  This  proclama- 
tion alarmed  the  Lawrence  people  and 
they  decided  to  temporize.  They  re- 
quested Governor  Shannon  to  send 
troops  for  their  protection,  but  this 
he  refused  to  do  ;|  thereupon  they  held 
a  public  meeting  at  which  they  averred 
that  the  statement  and  inference  in 
the  marshal's  proclamation  were  ut- 
terly false. II  The  marshal's  posse 
then  began  to  gather  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Lawrence.  On  May  19  a 
young  man  was  shot  by  two  of  the 
horde,  apparently  without  reason,  and 
one  of  three  other  persons  from  Law- 
rence who  attempted  to  avenge  his 
murder  was  also  killed.  On  May  21 
the  posse  gathered  on  the  bluffs  west 
of  the  town;  present  were  750  men 


*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  .^?at!e  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  498;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i., 
p.  450;   Von  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  pp.  295-297. 

f  Senate  Ex.  Doc.,  34th  Congress,  3d  session, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  74. 

t  Von  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  p.  298. 

\\Ibid,  p.  299. 
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witli    two    pieces    of    artillery.      The 
deputy  marshal  went  into   the   town 
and  made  several  arrests  without  the 
slightest  resistance.*     His  work  was 
soon    completed,    but    the    sheriff    of 
Douglas  County  had  a  job  to  be  done 
and  Marshal  Donaldson  turned  over 
the  posse  to  Sheriff  Jones.    The  posse 
then  marched  into  the  town,  quickly 
destroyed  the  offices  of  the  obnoxious 
newspapers,    and    demanded    all    the 
Sharps    rifles    and    artillery    in    the 
place.    The  people  refused  to  give  up 
the   rifles   on   the   ground   that   they 
were  private  property,  but  a  cannon 
was  finally  surrendered.     The  posse 
then  attempted  to  destroy  the  hotel. 
Thirty-two  shots  were  fired  at  it  but 
little  damage  was  done,  and  an  un- 
successful attempt  was  next  made  to 
blow  it  up  with  powder.     At  last  the 
torch  was  applied  and  the  hotel  was 
destroyed,  t     Sheriff  Jones  then  dis- 
missed   the    posse    who    immediately 
proceeded  to  sack  the  town,  finishing 
their  work  by  setting  fire  to  Governor 
Shannon's  house.  J    The  first  reports 
received  at  the  North  w^ere  greatly  ex- 
aggerated,   being   to    the    effect   that 
Lawrence  was  in  ruins,  that  many  per- 
sons were  killed,  and  that  mob  vio- 
lence   prevailed.      President    Pierce 
immediately     telegraphed     Governor 
Shannon  that  United   States   troops 
should   be   employed   to   enforce   the 
laws,  but  before  this  dispatch  was  re- 


ceived the  mischief  had  been  done. 
Meetings  were  held  throughoixt  the 
North  for  the  aid  of  Kansas,  and 
money  was  freely  subscribed. 

In  the  Territory  itself  the  first  effect 
was  one  of  dismay,  but  a  fierce  spirit 
of    revenge    soon    manifested    itself 
among  all  Free  Party  men,  one  of  the 
most  prominent  of  whom  was  John 
Brown,  a  religious  fanatic  and  a  sworn 
hater  of  slavery.    For  many  years  he 
had  brooded  over  the  wrongs  of  the 
slaves,  and  with  this  feeling  dominat- 
ing his  mind  had  come  to  Kansas  and 
enlisted  in  the  Wakarusa  War.     As 
he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  treaty  of 
peace    which    had    terminated    that 
"  war,"     the     action     of    the     Free 
State  party  seemed  to  him  pusillani- 
mous; he  thought  that  Kansas  could 
be  made  free  only  by  the  shedding  of 
blood,  and  that  the  blood-letting  ought 
to    begin    at   once.     Accordingly,   he 
called  for  volunteers  to  go  on  a  secret 
expedition,   four   sons,    a   son-in-law% 
and  two  other  men  responding.     On 
the   night  of  May   24   the   blow   was 
struck.     Brown    and    his   band   first 
murdered    a    man    by    the    name    of 
Doyle,  and  his  son,  horribly  mutilat- 
ing them,  and  during  the  course  of  the 
night      cruelly      butchered      several 
others.* 


•  Von  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  p.  302. 

t  Senate  Ex.  Doc,  34tli  Congress,  Sd  session, 
vol.   ii.,  pp.   73-85;   Von  Hoist,  pp.   302-305. 

jNicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
454-455. 


*Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tor;/,  vol.  v.,  pp.  308-313;  Rhodes,  United  States, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  161-165;  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letter.'; 
of  John  Broum  ;  James  Redpath,  Life  of  Captain 
John  BroH-n;  Spring,  History  of  Kansas,  p.  144 
et  seq.;  G.  W.  Brown,  Reminiscences  of  Old 
John  Broirn  :  Charles  Robinson,  The  Kansas  Con- 
flict; August  Bondi.  With  John  Brown  in  Kansas, 
in    Transactions   of   the   A'aH.sas    Sttate    Historical 
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When  these  dastardly  acts  became 
known  a  cry  of  horror  went  up 
throughout  the  country.  The  squat- 
ters on  Pottawatomie  Creek,  irre- 
spective of  party,  denounced  the  out- 
rage and  its  instigators,  and  the  Free 
State  men  everywhere  disavowed  any 
connection  with  the  crime.  Governor 
Shannon  sent  a  military  force  to  ap- 
prehend the  perpetrators;  the  bor- 
der ruffians  also  took  the  field  to 
avenge  the  murder  of  their  friends. 
Feeling  certain  that  Brown  was  the 
author  of  the  outrage,  search  was 
made  for  him,  and  all  the  military  or- 
ganizations of  the  Free  State  party 
prepared  for  war.  The  pro-slavery 
leaders  laid  an  embargo  on  immigra- 
tion via  the  Missouri  River,  seized 
Sharps  rifles  and  other  suspicious 
freight,  and  compelled  travelers  bound 
for  Kansas  who  were  unable  to  give  a 
good  account  of  themselves  to  double 
back  upon  their  course.  Governor 
Shannon  issued  a  proclamation  com- 
manding all  armed  companies  to  dis- 


Society,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  275-289  (1904)  ;  G.  Brown, 
The  Truth  at  Last:  History  Corrected,  Remi- 
niscences of  Old  John  Brown,  Thrilling  Incidents 
of  Border  Life  in  Kansas,  with  an  Appendix, 
containing  statements  and  Full  Details  of  the 
Pottawattamie  Massacre,  etc.   (1880). 


perse,  and  Colonel  E.  V.  Sumner  set 
out  with  50  United  States  dragoons  to 
execute  the  order.  Sumner  met  250 
Missourians  under  command  of  Whit- 
field and  ordered  them  to  their  homes, 
but  on  their  way  they  pillaged  the 
town  of  Osawatomie  and  there  killed 
two  or  three  Free  Soilers.  Guerilla 
bands  of  both  parties  wandered  over 
the  country,  and  numerous  fights  took 
place.*  The  Topeka  party  maintained 
their  organization  intact  and,  on  July 
4,  the  legislature  assembled.  Governor 
Shannon  was  absent  at  the  time,  and 
the  secretary  of  the  Territory,  Wood- 
son, who  was  acting  governor,  sent 
Colonel  Sumner  to  Topeka  with  an 
effective  force  of  soldiers  and  artil- 
lery to  disperse  the  legislators. t  This 
movement  was  distasteful  to  the  Ad- 
ministration at  Washington,  and  the 
President  and  Cabinet  seemed  to  re- 
gard the  assemblage  as  a  town  meet- 
ing, not  relishing  the  idea  of  its  dis- 
persion at  the  point  of  the  bayonet 
under  their  authority. 


*  Rhodes,  United  Htates,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  lBo-167. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  .500;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  i., 
p.  436. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

1856. 

THE   PEESIDEXTIAL    CAMPAIGN. 

The  nomination  of  Buchanan  and  Breckinridge  —  Fremont's  nomination  by  the  Republicans  —  Other  nomina- 
tions —  Debate  on  Kansas  affairs  in  Congress  —  Reports  of  the  investigating  committee  —  The  influence  of 
Kansas  in  the  campaign  —  Result  of  the  election. 


The  attention  of  the  people  was  now 
divided  between  the  troubles  in  Kan- 
sas and  the  party  conventions  which 
were  held  to  nominate  Presidential 
candidates.  The  most  logical  candi- 
dates for  the  Democratic  nomination 
'  were  Douglas  and  Pierce,  both  of 
whom  were  popular  in  the  South  and 
either  of  whom  would  have  been  emi- 
nently satisfactory  to  the  party  at 
large.  While  the  South  would  have 
been  solid  for  any  Democratic  nom- 
inee, the  most  important  considera- 
tion was  to  nominate  a  man  who  could 
secure  Northern  votes.  It  was  cer- 
tain that  all  the  slave  States,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Maryland  and 
Kentucky,  would  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket,  but  to  secure  the  Presidency 
Northern  votes  were  needed,  and  the 
States  wherein  Democratic  votes  were 
most  easily  obtainable  were  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  Indiana,  lUinois, 
and  California.  Of  these  States  Penn- 
sylvania was  considered  absolutely 
necessary  and  therefore,  since  it  was 
believed  that  James  Buchanan  could 
most  easily  carry  the  State,  he 
seemed  to  be  the  logical  candidate. 
The  Democratic  convention  met  at 
Cincinnati    on    June    2,    1856,    and 


adopted  a  platform  \\dthout  opposi- 
tion. The  aims  of  the  Know-Nothings 
were  condemned;  the  Democratic 
party  was  pledged  to  resist  all  at- 
tempts to  renew  the  slavery  agita- 
tion; and  it  was  resolved  that  the 
principles  contained  in  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Act  be  adopted  as  embody- 
ing the  only  sound  and  safe  solution 
of  the  slavery  question.*  On  the  first 
ballot  for  candidates  Buchanan  had 
135  votes.  Pierce  122,  Douglas  33,  and 
Cass  5.  Fourteen  ballots  Avere  then 
taken  without  a  choice,  but  Buchanan 
and  Douglas  gained  at  the  expense  of 
Pierce  — •  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that 
Pierce's  name  was  withdrawn.  On 
the  15th  ballot  Buchanan  received  168 
votes  and  Douglas  118.  After  the 
16th  ballot  had  been  taken  (which 
showed  practically  no  change)  Rich- 
ardson read  a  dispatch  from  Doug- 
las to  the  effect  that,  as  Buchanan  had 
obtained  a  majority,  he  ought  to  be 
nominated.!     Accordingly  Buchanan 


*  For  the  text  of  the  platform  see  Stanwood, 
History  of  Presidential  Elections,  pp.  200-204: 
Alexander  McDowell,  Platforms  of  the  Two  Great 
Political  Parties.  1S56-1H0S,  pp.  5-11.  See  also 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History. 
vol.  v..  p.  340  et  seq. 

t  For  text  see  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  88. 
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was  given  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
convention  and  John  C.  Breckinridge, 
of  Kentucky,  was  nominated  for  the 
Vice-Presidency.  * 

The  logical  nominee  of  the  Repub- 
licans seemed  to  be  Seward,  since  no 
man  in  the  country  so  fully  repre- 
sented Republican  principles  and 
aims.  The  more  radical  members  of 
the  party  favored  the  nomination  of 
Chase.  There  was  a  common  objec- 
tion to  both  Seward  and  Chase  —  they 
were  too  pronounced  on  the  slavery 
question.  Both  had  favored  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
umbia  and  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  The  movement  for  the 
nomination  of  Chase  never  acquired 
popular  strength  outside  of  Ohio,  and 
after  April  he  was  no  longer  seriously 
considered.  At  about  the  same  time 
it  became  known  that  Seward  would 
not  be  a  candidate,  since  his  personal 
enmities,  his  too  Wliigish  views,  and 
the  question  of  availability  forbade 
his  nomination;  moreover  there  was 
prejudice  in  the  West  against  him  be- 
cause he  was  a  New  York  politician.! 
During  the  winter,  in  casting  about 
for  a  candidate,  the  Republicans 
lighted  upon  John  C.  Fremont.     In 


♦Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
pp.  198-200;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
169-172;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  514-515;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
lAncoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  38-39. 

t  Writing  to  Chase  on  April  8,  1855,  Grimes 
said:  "I  think  there  is  too  much  asperity  of 
feeling  throughout  the  country  to  justify  us  in 
placing  Mr.  Seward  forward  as  the  Republican 
candidate,  and,  to  confess  the  truth.  I  must  say 
I  have  a  horror  of  New  York  politicians." — 
Salter,  Life  of  Grimes,  p.  69. 


April  Fremont  wrote  a  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Robinson  of  Kansas  expressing 
his  warm  sympathy  with  the  Free 
State  cause.  At  the  same  time  this 
letter  gave  formal  notice  that  he  de- 
sired the  Republican  nomination.* 
Fremont  had  strong  recommendations 
as  a  candidarte.  He  was  indorsed 
by  the  German  press,  had  already 
been  mentioned  for  the  Presidency  by 
Banks,  had  the  backing  of  Francis  P. 
Blair,  Thurlow  Weed,  Horace  Gree- 
ley, John  Wentworth  and  Dan  Mace ; 
moreover  he  was  not  obnoxious  to  the 
Know-Nothings.  His  letter  seems  to 
have  been  favorably  received,  for  Pike 
says  that  among  the  Republicans 
there  was  a  strong  current  for  Fre- 
mont, but  "  some  say  it  is  set  running 
by  the  politicians  and  will  not  do."t 
Fremont  had  had  no  experience  in 
civil  life  save  a  short  term  as  Senator 
from  California.  The  chief  reason  for 
his  availability  as  a  candidate  was  the 
fact  that  he  was  well  and  favorably 
known  by  the  public  for  his  daring 
and  energetic  explorations  in  the 
West.  Around  his  expeditions  clung 
a  halo  of  romance  and  his  love  affairs 
added  interest  to  his  heroic  exploits,  t 
He  had  become  attached  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  Senator  Benton  and  their  mar- 
riage had  been  extremely  romantic. 
Being  but  43  years  of  age,  active  and 
adventurous,  he  seemed  fit  to  lead  a 
young  and  aggressive  party,  and  it 
was  expected  that  the  qualities  which 


*  John  Bigelow,  Life  of  Fremont,  p.  447. 
t  Pike,  First  Blows  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  322. 
JVon  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  p.  371. 
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had  made  him  an  inti'epid  explorer 
would  render  him  fit  for  the  executive 
office*  The  only  other  competitor  of 
note  for  the  nomination  was  United 
States  Supreme  Court  Justice  Mc- 
Lean, of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Republican  convention  met  at 
Philadelphia  on  June  17.  The  names 
of  Chase,  McLean  and  Seward  were 
\\ithdrawn,  but  before  the  nomination 
of  Fremont  took  place,  Thaddeus' 
Stevens  begged  for  delay  because  the 
name  of  the  only  man  wdio  could  carry 
Pennsylvania,  McLean,  had  been 
withdrawn  and  the  Pennsylvania  del- 
egates wished  time  to  consult  in  view 
of  the  changed  conditions.  The  con- 
vention then  adjourned  and  Stevens 
made  an  impassioned  speech  to  his 
fellow  delegates  from  Pennsylvania 
entreating  them  to  support  McLean 
unanimously,  since  he  felt  that  the 
nomination  of  Fremont  would  insure 
Democratic  success  in  Pennsylvania, 
not  only  in  the  State  election  but  in 
the  Presidential  election.  Accordingly, 
Judge  McLean's  name  was  again 
placed  before  the  convention  and, 
when  an  informal  vote  was  taken, 
Fremont  received  359  votes  and  Mc- 
Lean 196.  A  formal  ballot  was  then 
taken  and  Fremont  received  all  but 
38  votes.  William  L.  Dayton,  of  New 
Jersey,  was  nominated  for  the  Vice- 
Presidency.  On  the  informal  ballot 
which  preceded  this  nomination  Abra- 


ham Lincoln  received  110  votes  and 
N.  P.  Banks  46.* 

Meanwhile  the  convention  had 
unanimously  and  enthusiastically 
adopted  the  platform.  It  was  resolved 
"  that  the  Constitution  confers  upon 
Congress  sovereign  power  over  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  for 
their  government  and  that,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power,  it  is  both  the 
right  and  the  imperative  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  prohibit  in  the  territories 
those  twin  relics  of  barbarism,  polyg- 
amy and  slavery."  The  Administra- 
:tion  was  severely  arraigned  for  the 
conduct  of  affairs  in  Kansas  and  it 
was  resolved  that  Kansas  should  be 
admitted  immediately  as  a  State  into 
the  Union  with  her  present  free  Con- 
stitution. It  was  resolved  also  "  that 
the  highwayman's  plea  that  '  might 
makes  right  '  embodied  in  the  Ostend 
circular  was  in  every  respect  un- 
worthy of  American  diplomacy  and 
would  bring  shame  and  dishonor  upon 
any  government  or  people  that  give  it 
their  sanction."  The  platform  called 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to 
the  Pacific  and  for  the  improvement 
of  rivers  and  harbors.! 

On  February  22  delegates  of  the 
American  party  gathered  at  Philadel- 
phia and  nominated  Millard  Fillmore 


•Bigelow,  Life  of  Fremont;  Merriam,  Life  and 
Times  of  Samuel  Bowles,  vol.  i.,  p.  172.  See  also 
Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   ii.,  pp.    177-181. 


*  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Electio-ns, 
pp.  •204-20.1;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
182-184;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  35. 

t  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
pp.  205-207;  McDowell,  Platforms  of  the  Tico 
Great  Political  Parties,  pp.  12-14.  See  also 
Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Poiver,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  512-513. 
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for  President  and  Andrew  J.  Donel- 
son  for  Vice-President.*  The  plat- 
form was  non-committal  on  the  slav- 
ery question.  The  Northern  delegates 
had  endeavored  to  secure  the  adop- 
tion of  a  positive  expression  regard- 
ing this  subject  but  had  failed,  and 
therefore  refused  to  participate  in  the 
nomination,  71  delegates  withdrawing 
and  issuing  a  call  for  a  convention  in 
June.f  The  delegates  who  left  the 
American  convention  held  one  of 
their  own  shortly  before  the  Repub- 
licans and  nominated  Banks  for  Presi- 
dent, but  he  declined,  and  subse- 
quently the  nomination  of  Fremont 
was  indorsed.  The  North  Americans 
(as  the  seceders  were  called)  did  not 
indorse  Dayton's  nomination,  how- 
ever, but  named  W.  F.  Johnston,  of 
Pennsylvania,  t 

After  the  party  conventions  had 
made  their  nominations,  it  was  recog- 
nized that  the  vital  question  of  the 
campaign  was  the  attitude  of  the  par- 
ties toward  the  Kansas  situation. 
Senator  Crittenden  proposed  that  the 
President     send     Lieutenant-General 


*  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
pp.  197-108;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave 
Power,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  508-509.  Fillmore  was  in- 
dorsed by  the  Whigs  at  their  convention  in  Balti- 
more on  September  17.  See  Stanwood,  pp.  210- 
213. 

t  For  the  platform  see  Stanwood,  Bistort/  of 
Presidential  Elections,  pp.  195-197.  See  also 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  119-120. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  51.3;  Nicolaj'  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii., 
p.  35.  The  abolitionists  who  believed  in  political 
action  had  already  nominated  Gerrit  Smith  for 
President  and  Frederick  Douglass  for  Vice- 
President,  but  it  was  understood  that  there  were 
practically  only  three  tickets   in  the  field. 


Scott  to  Kansas,  since  Scott  would 
carry  the  sword  in  his  left  hand  and 
"  gentle  peace  "  in  his  right  hand; 
but  the  Democratic  majority  did  not 
favor  the  proposition,  and  strong  op- 
position came  from  the  White  House.* 
The  Democrats  realized  the  necessity 
of  allaj^ng  the  existing  troubles  in 
Kansas  if  they  Avished  to  carry  the 
doubtful  Northern  States  in  the  Presi- 
dential election.  Accordingly,  on  June 
24,  Senator  Toombs  introduced  a  bill 
providing  for  a  census  in  Kansas,  for 
the  registration  as  voters  of  all  white 
males  21  years  of  age  who  were  bona 
fide  inhabitants  on  the  day  the  census 
was  taken,  and  for  making  the  first 
Tuesday  after  November  1  the  day 
on  which  delegates  to  a  constitutional 
convention  should  be  elected.  The 
men  thus  selected  were  to  meet  on 
the  first  Monday  in  December  to  frame 
a  constitution  precedent  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  t  This  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  from  which, 
on  June  30,  Douglas  introduced  a 
measure  containing  substantially  all 
of  Toombs'  recommendations.}  An 
animated  debate  followed.  Such  men 
as  Hale,  Trumbull,  Seward  and  Si- 
monton  regarded  the  bill  as  eminently 
fair. II    Wilson  asserted  that  it  was  un- 


*  Coleman,  Life  of  Crittenden,  vol.  ii.,  p.  129. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  Bis- 
tory,  vol.   v.,   pp.   380-381. 

t  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  300-301. 

II  See  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  xxxii.,  p.  1520, 
vol.  xxxiii.,  pp.  778,  781,  789.  In  a  letter  to  his 
wife,  however,  Seward  calls  the  measure  "'  the 
new  sham,  evasive  Kansas  bill." —  Life  of  Seward, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  280. 
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fair  to  register  as  voters  only  those 
then  residing  in  the  Territory,  since  a 
large  number  of  Free  State  men  had 
been  di-iven  out  of  the  Territory  and 
their  leaders  had  been  imprisoned  or 
had  fled  to  avoid  arrest.  The  Demo- 
crats repHed  that  Colonel  Sumner  had 
expelled  Buford's  men,  but  the  Ee- 
publicans  easily  proved  that  the  Free 
State  party  had  suffered  more  than 
their  opponents  in  this  respect.  This 
objection,  however,  was  obviated  by 
an  amendment  proposed  by  Douglas 
on  July  2  and  agreed  to.*  The  Repub- 
licans objected  to  the  Territorial  laws 
and,  since  some  doubt  existed  as  to 
whether  the  bill  would  abrogate  the 
obnoxious  laws,  an  amendment  was 
adopted  which  in  unequivocal  terms 
rendered  them  null  and  void.f  Un- 
der the  bill  five  persons  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate  to  carry  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  into  effect.  This  led 
to  the  interposition  of  another  objec- 
tion by  the  Republicans  expressing 
their  fear  that  the  President  would  ap- 
point persons  antagonistic  to  the  Free 
Staters,  but  this  was  met  by  the  assur- 
ance of  Cass  that  the  President  would 
impartially  select  the  commissioners 
from  all  pohtical  parties.  After  this 
criticism  of  details  the  debate  passed 
to  the  general  principles  of  the  bill. 
In  their  position  respecting  general 
conditions  the  Republicans  were  in- 
vulnerable.    Seward  argued  against 


the  bill  because  it  treated  the  subjects 
of  slavery  and  freedom  as  if  they  were 
to  be  submitted  to  trial  by  the  people, 
and  intimated  that  he  would  be  dis- 
satisfied with  any  amendment  that  did 
not  prohibit  slavery  in  Kansas. 
Toombs  and  his  Southern  friends  con- 
sidered that  they  had  jielded  the  full 
measure  of  justice  when  they  otfered 
freedom  an  equal  chance  with  slav- 
ery, and  in  this  stand  they  were  sup- 
ported by  Douglas  and  his  followers. 
On  the  other  hand  Seward  maintained 
that  the  principle  for  which  he  was 
contending  was  more  sacred  than  the 
other  and  demanded  special  protec- 
tion from  the  general  Government.* 
Finally,  on  July  2,  Toombs'  bill  came 
to  a  vote  and  was  passed  by  33  to  12, 
the  nays  practically  representing  the 
Republican  strength  in  the  Senate. f 
The  Republicans  of  the  House  then 
proposed,  by  a  vote  of  99  to  97,  to  ad- 
mit Kansas  into  the  Union  under  the 
Topeka  Constitution.  Eai'ly  in  the 
session  Seward  had  introduced  in  the 
Senate  a  bill  providing  for  this,  and 
the  Republicans  gradually  took  that 
position.  Seward  held  the  opinion  that 
his  bill  was  a  short  and  just  way  of 
settUng  the  cUfficulty,  as  it  would  im- 
mediately admit  Kansas  as  a  free 
State.  On  July  3,  after  the  Senate 
had  adopted  the  Toombs  measure,  the 
Republican  House  passed  a  bill  to  let 


*  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  xxxiii.,  pp.  773,  774, 
795;  Von  Hoist,  vol.  v.,  pp.  383-384. 
f  Globe,  pp.  791,  799. 


*  Congressional  Globe,  vol,  xxxiii.,  pp.  756,  792, 
795,  866,  vol.  xx.xii.,  p.  1519;  Von  Hoist,  vol.  v., 
382. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  189-194; 
Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
502;    Von  Hoist,   vol.  v.,  p.   389. 
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Kansas  in  under  the  Topeka  consti- 
tution.*   To  have  admitted  Kansas  to 
Statehood   with   a   constitution   thus 
framed  and  a  government   so  estab- 
lislied  would  have  been  a  monstrous 
precedent,  since  the  Topeka  constitu- 
tion had  been  adopted  by  a  conven- 
tion which  had  not  the  authority  of 
law,  was  irregular,  and  represented 
only  a  faction.  The  House  did  not  con- 
sider the  Toombs  bill,  but  when  the 
House  bill  was  taken  under  considera- 
tion in  the  Senate  the  former  bill  was 
substituted  for  it  and  passed  a  second 
time.     The  Democrats  charged  that 
the  Republicans  did  not  sincerely  de- 
sire to   settle  the  dispute  regarding 
Kansas,  but  only  to  make  a  conven- 
ient use  of  the  question  in  the  ap- 
proaching     Presidential      campaign. 
The  Democrats  seemed  to  be  well  sat- 
isfied with  the  progress  they  had  made 
and  adopted  a  resolution  in  the  Senate 
to  print  20,000  copies  of  the  Toombs 
bill  for  circulation  as  an  electioneer- 
ing document. 

Meanwhile,  on  July  1,  the  majority 
of  the  House  committee  appointed  to 
investigate  affairs  in  Kansas  had 
made  their  report.  More  than  300 
-witnesses  had  been  examined  by  the 
committee,  and  the  evidence  was  an- 
nexed to  the  report.t  The  majority 
report  was  signed  by  William  A.  How- 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  pp.  3S9-390. 

t  The  report  of  the  select  committee  is  in  Bouse 
Report  200,  34tli  Congress,  1st  session.  Extracts 
arc  given  in  ilacDonald,  Select  Documents,  pp. 
414-415. 
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ard,  of  Michigan,  and  John  Sherman, 
of  Ohio,  and  the  minority  report  by 
Mordecai  Oliver,  of  Missouri.  How- 
ard and  Sherman  believed  from  the 
evidence  before  them  that  the  Mis- 
sourians  had  illegally  interfered  in 
Kansas  affairs  and  that  Kansas  would 
be  a  free  State  if  the  will  of  the  legal 
voters  could  be  carried  out.  They 
said  that  the  Territorial  legislature 
was  an  illegally  constituted  body,  that 
its  enactments  were  null  and  void, 
that  neither  Whitfield  nor  Reeder  was 
legally  entitled  to  a  seat  as  delegate 
in  the  House,  and  that  steps  should  be 
taken  to  secure  a  free  and  fair  elec- 
tion in  the  Territory.  The  minority 
report,  signed  by  Oliver,  was  sub- 
mitted on  Juh"  11;  it  cited,  princi- 
pally, testimony  relating  to  the  Pot- 
tawatomie raid  by  John  Brown  and 
his  party.  In  his  speech  on  the  re- 
port Oliver  stated  that  the  commit- 
tee had  heard  of  these  assassinations 
while  on  the  Missouri  border,  but  that 
Howard  and  Sherman  had  refused  to 
collect  any  evidence  regarding  them, 
on  the  ground  that  the  committee  had 
no  power  under  the  resolution  of  the 
House  to  investigate  transactions 
which  had  occurred  since  their  ap- 
pointment.* 

It  is  strange  that  the  Oliver  report 
was  not  turned  to  better  account  by 
the  Democrats  in  the  campaign;  the 
allusions  to  it  are  fragmentary  and 
rare.  The  Republican  journals,  on 
the  other  hand,  made  good  use  of  the 


Congressional  Globe,  vol.  xx.xiii.,  p.  1012. 
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evidence  collected,  which  showed  that 
the  border  ruffians  had  killed  seven 
Free  State  men  in  a  year  and  a  half; 
but  the  Democrats  failed  to  make  cap- 
ital of  the  fact  that,  in  a  single  night, 
John  Brown  and  his  party  had  delib- 
erately and  foully  murdered  five  pro- 
slavery  men.  Instead  of  laying  stress 
on  this  outrage  the  Democrats  con- 
tinued to  reiterate  their  charges 
against  the  emigrant  aid  companies 
and  the  New  England  men  who  went 
to  Kansas  with  Sharps  rifles.  The 
Democrats  took  the  ground  that  the 
stories  of  Kansas  outrages  had  been 
exaggerated  and  that  many  of  them 
were  manufactured  by  the  Republican 
newspapers.*  They  also  alleged  that 
at  election  riots  in  Eastern  States, 
more  men  had  been  killed  within  a 
year  than  in  the  same  length  of  time 
in  Kansas.! 

That  part  of  the  report  of  the 
special  investigating  committee  relat- 
ing to  the  admission  of  Whitfield  and 
Reeder  to  the  House  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections.  This 
committee,  on  July  24,  reported 
against  the  admission  of  Whitfield  and 
in  favor  of  Reeder,t  Avhereupon  the 
latter  issued,  on  July  31,  a  further 
statement  in  his  own  behalf.  ||  The 
House,  however,  took  a  different  view 
of  the  matter  and,  on  August  1,  by  a 
vote  of  110  to  92,  decided  that  Whit- 


field should  be  unseated  and  then,  by 
a  vote  of  113  to  88,  rejected  Reeder's 
claim.* 

During  the  closing  days  of  the  ses- 
sion the  House  attempted  to  attach  to 
two  appropriation  bills  riders  which 
dictated  to  the  President  a  limited 
policy  in  the  interest  of  the  Free  State 
settlers  in  Kansas.  The  House  re- 
ceded from  its  amendments  to  one  of 
the  bills,  but  a  stubborn  fight  ensued 
on  that  relating  to  the  army  appro- 
priations. This  amendment  had  been 
introduced  by  John  Sherman  and,  un- 
der its  provisions,  the  President  was 
forbidden  to  use  United  States  sol- 
diers for  the  enforcement  of  laws  of 
the  Kansas  Territorial  legislature. 
The  Senate  struck  out  this  amendment 
and,  even  after  three  conferences,  the 
two  Houses  could  not  reach  an  agree- 
ment. On  August  18,  while  the  House 
was  still  considering  the  matter,  the 
Speaker  declared  the  House  ad- 
journed sine  die,  and  thus  the  appro- 
priation bill  failed  to  become  law.  f 
The  President  immediately  called  an 
extraordinary  session  of  Congress, 
and  on  the  21st  the  two  Houses  re- 
convened. After  further  conferences 
the  House,  on  August  30,  receded  from 
its  position,  and  by  a  vote  of  101  to 
98  passed  the  army  appropriation  bill 
without  the  Kansas  rider.J  On  the 
same   day   Congress   adjourned,  and 


*  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  xxxii.,  pp.  842,  867, 
1387,  vol.  xxxiii.,  pp.  725,  727. 
t/6W,  vol.  xxxiii.,  pp.  72.5,  787. 
t  House  Report,  275,  34th  Congress,   1st  session. 
il  House  Misc.  Doc.  3,  34tli  Congress,  1st  session. 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  pp.  401-402. 

t  Ibid,  vol.  v.,  pp.  402-414. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  201;  Von 
Hoist,  pp.  415-420. 
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the    contest    was    ti-ansferred    to   its 
constituency. 

In    his    campaign    Buchanan    was 
shrewd  enough  to  formulate  a  rally- 
ing cry  that  was  certain  to  win  votes 
in  the  North,  particularly  among  con- 
servative Whigs,  for,  as  it  was  appar- 
ently a  foregone  conclusion  that  the 
Eepublican  ticket  could  not  carry  a 
single  State  south  of  the  Mason  and 
Dixon  line   and  the   Ohio   River,  he 
must  make  his  appeal  to  the  doubtful 
States  of  the   North.     He  therefore 
subordinated  the  Douglas  and  Pierce 
Kansas    policy    and    loudly    sounded 
the  slogan  that  the  Democratic  party, 
being  "  strictly  National,"  would  su- 
persede   all    sectional    parties.      He 
quoted  one  of  Washington's  warnings 
against  forming  parties  on  geograph- 
ical  lines    and   maintained    that    the 
Democratic  party  was  the  champion 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.* 
This  was  a  thrust  at  the  Republicans 
who  had  been  forced  to   select  sec- 
tional candidates,  owing  to  the  sec- 
tional character  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples.   Since  the  free  States  had  176 
electoral  votes  and  the  slave  States 
but  120,  it  would  appear  that  Fremont 
would  win  the  election,  and  this  caused 
great  apprehension  in  the  South.    In 
a  speech  at  Albany,  June  27,  Fillmore 
spoke  in  plain  language  of  the  folly 
of  making  the  election  sectional.    He 
said  that  for  the  first  time  a  political 


party  had  nominated  candidates  from 
the  free  States  with  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  electing  them  by  the  suffrages 
of  one  part  of  the  Union  only,  to  rule 
over  the  whole  United  States,  and  as- 
serted that  the  Southerners  would  by 
no  possibility  submit  to  be  governed 
by  a  sectional  chief  magistrate.     He 
felt  that  we  were  treading  on  the  brink 
of  a  volcano  which  was  liable  at  any 
moment  to  burst  forth  and  overwhelm 
the  Nation.*    Toombs  said  that,  with 
the    election    of    Fremont,    National 
unity  would  come  to  an  end,  for,  he 
asserted,    the    object    of    Fremont's 
friends   was    to   conquer   the    South. 
Similar  sentiments  were  expressed  by 
Governor   Wise,    the   Richmond   En- 
quirer, Senator  Slidell,  Senator  Ma- 
son,   and    others.f      Many    Northern 


•Curtis,   Life    of    Buchanan;    Horton,    Life   of 
Buchanan,  p.  414. 


*  Congressional  Globe,  vol.  xxxiii.,  p.  716;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
v.,  pp.  439-440. 

t  Rhodes,  United  Htates,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  204-205. 
Writing  to  JeflTerson  Davis  on  September  30, 
18.56,  Mason  said:  "I  have  a  letter  from  Wise, 
of  the  27th,  full  of  spirit.  He  says  the  govern- 
ments of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Louisiana  have  already  agreed  to  the  rendezvous 
at  Raleigh  (to  which  Wise  had  invited  them) 
and  others  will —  this  in  your  most  private  ear. 
He  says  further,  that  he  had  officially  requested 
you  to  exchange  with  Virginia,  on  fair  terms  of 
diflference,  percussion  for  flint  muskets.  I  do  not 
know  the  usage  or  power  of  the  department  in 
such  eases;  but  if  it  can  be  done  even  by  liberal 
construction,  I  hope  you  will  accede.  Was  there 
not  an  appropriation  at  the  last  session  for  con- 
verting flint  into  percussion  arms?  If  so,  would 
it  not  furnish  good  reason  for  extending  such 
facilities  to  the  states?  Virginia  probably  has 
more  arms  than  the  other  southern  states  and 
would  divide  in  case  of  need.  In  a  letter  yester- 
day to  a  committee  in  South  Carolina,  I  gave 
it   as   my   judgment,    in   the   event   of    Fremont's 
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Whigs  turned  to  Buchanan  because 
they  thought  that  disunion  was  likely 
to  take  place  if  the  Eepublican  party 
accomplished  its  object  and  relegated 
the  government  to  the  North.  One 
of  the  most  prominent  of  these  was 
Kufus  Choate,  who  argued  that  a  Re- 
publican government  would  appear  to 
the  eyes  of  Southerners  as  alien  and 
hostile,  and  would  represent  a  vast 
conglomeration  of  States  founded 
upon  anti-slavery,  flushed  by  triumph, 
cheered  onward  by  the  voices  of  the 
pulpit,  tribune,  and  the  press ;  its  mis- 
sion to  exalt  freedom  and  put  down 
oligarchy;  its  constitution  the  g'lit- 
tering  and  sounding  generalities  of 
natural  rights  which  make  up  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence.*  This  rea- 
soning appealed  with  irresistible 
force  to  many,  but  upon  the  majority 
of  the  Republicans  it  had  no  effect 
whatever,  for,  from  their  point  of 
view,  the  assumption  that  Fremont's 
election  would  cause  disunion  was  un- 
warranted.! 


election,  the  south  should  not  pause,  but  proceed 
at  once  to  immediate,  absolute,  and  eternal  sepa- 
ration. '  So  I  am  a  candidate  for  the  first 
halter.'" — Reminiscences  of  James  A.  Hamilton, 
p.  449. 

*  Brown,  Life  of  Choate,  p.  321.  See  also  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
v.,  p.  447. 

t  Senator  Wilson  said,  April  14:  "Threats  had 
been  thrown  out  that  if  the  '  black  Republicans  ' 
triumph  in  1856  the  Union  will  be  dissolved. 
*  *  *  Sir,  you  cannot  kick  out  of  the  Union 
the  men  who  utter  these  impotent  threats." 
Hamilton  Fish  wrote  to  James  A.  Hamilton  on 
September  12,  1856:  "Doubtless  there  are  men, 
both  at  the  north  and  at  the  south,  who  contem- 


Side  by  side  with  the  National  polit- 
ical canvass  went  on  the  local  contest 
in  Kansas,  which  had  now,  however, 
degenerated  into  guerilla  warfare. 
Nortliern  adventurers  had  come  into 
the  Territory  by  way  of  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska, and  their  violent  deeds  closely 
resembled  those  of  the  border  ruffians. 
Occasionally  the  two  factions  would 
meet  and  a  fight  would  result.  The 
marauders  of  the  Free  State  party 
robbed  the  pro-slavery  residents,  and 
the  border  ruffians  pillaged  the  indus- 
trious Free  State  settlers.  The  loss 
of  life  Avas  not  so  great,  however, 
being  estimated  at  about  200  during 
the  period  from  November  1,  1855,  to 
December  1,  1856,  the  destruction  of 
property  in  these  13  months  amount- 
ing to  about  $2,000,000.  In  the  East- 
ern States  Reeder  was  advocating  a 
free  Kansas.  Robinson  was  now  in 
prison,  and  the  direction  of  the  Free 
State  propaganda  lay  in  the  hands  of 
James  H.  Lane,  who  placed  personal 
preferment  above  advancement  of  the 
cause,  and  his  efforts  accomplished  lit- 
tle toward  making  Kansas  free. 
Meanwhile  Governor  Shannon  had 
been  removed  by  the  President  and 


plate,  and  some  even  who  desire  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  Our  jails  and  lunatic  asylums  arc 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  them. 
Fortunately  they  are  as  impotent  as  the  object 
they  contemplate  is  wicked." — ■  Fremont  the  Con- 
servative Candidate,  p.  12.  See  however  Mer- 
riam,  Life  and  Times  of  Samuel  Bowles,  vol.  i., 
p.  155 ;  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  180, 
182;  Letters  and  Times  of  the  Tylers,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  531-532. 
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J.  W.  Geary  appointed  in  his  place.* 
On  September  9  Geary  arrived  at 
Fort  Leavenworth  and  found  his 
hands  full  of  work;  but  his  energetic 
measures  seemed  in  tlie  course  of  a 
month  to  promise  a  respite  from  fur- 
ther outbreaks  and  a  restoration  of 
peace  and  order.  The  details  of  the 
conflict  need  not  detain  us,  though 
they  had  a  marked  influence  on  the 
National  election.!  Reporters  of  Re- 
publican newspapers,  being  strong 
partisans,  were  ready  to  believe  the 
most  atrocious  outrages  told  about 
the  border  ruffians  and  were  prone  to 
conceal  any  facts  of  interest  to  the 
other  party;  based  upon  the  stories 
sent  them  by  their  reporters,  these 
Republican  newspapers  would  contain 
startling  headlines  and  scathing  edi- 
torials. Meetings  to  express  sympathy 
with  Kansas  were  being  continually 
held,  and  Reeder  spoke  to  crowded 
houses  whenever  he  discussed  his 
favorite  theme.  At  Buffalo,  Detroit, 
and  other  places,  large  sums  of  money 
were  donated  for  the  cause  of  free- 
dom in  Kansas. 

With  a  few  exceptions  there  was 
little  personal  abuse  in  the  campaign. 
Not  only  were  the  private  characters 
of  Buchanan  and  Fillmore  above  re- 
proach, but  the  Kansas  and  slavery 
issues  were  so  much  more  important 
that  the  people  lost  sight  of  individ- 


uals in  their  eageimess  to  thscuss 
principles.  Probably  no  previous 
campaign  save,  perhaps,  the  Tippe- 
canoe campaign,  had  been  so  full  of 
excitement  as  this.  Processions  num- 
bering thousands  were  common ;  ring- 
ing, rousing  campaign  songs  were  con- 
stantly heard;  and  the  air  vibrated 
with  shouts  of  free  speech,  free  soil, 
and  Fremont.  Several  campaign  bi- 
ographies were  published  familiariz- 
ing the  public  with  the  events  of  Fre- 
mont's life,  and  his  exploits  in  Cali- 
fornia were  painted  in  colors  designed 
to  make  him  appear  as  a  hero.  The 
enthusiasm,  however,  seemed  to  be  for 
the  cause  and  not  the  candidate.  Re- 
publican principles  had  added  lustre 
to  Fremont's  fame,  but  Fremont,  the 
person,  had  added  but  little  strength 
to  the  party. 

Several  State  elections  were  held 
before  the  Presidential  election.  In 
August  the  Republicans  were  success- 
ful in  the  Iowa  Congressional  election. 
Maine  and  Vermont  went  Republican 
by  large  majorities.*  In  October,  elec- 
tions occurred  in  Pennsylvania,  Oliio, 
and  Indiana,  but  the  most  important 
of  the  three  was  Pennsylvania  where 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  9. 

t  See  Nicolay  and  Hay,  vol.  ii.,  p.  11  et  seq.; 
Vnn  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  Uistory, 
vol.  v.,  pp.  422-435. 


*  This  raised  the  hopes  of  some  Republicans 
so  high  that  they  predicted  a  sweeping  victory 
in  the  National  election.  Dana  said:  "  Tlie  tide 
is  rising  with  a  rush.  "  *  *  and  you'll  hear 
an  awful  squealing  among  the  hogs  and  Jackasses 
when  they  come  to  drown.  *  ♦  *  jfy  jnj. 
pression  now  is  that  every  free  state  will  vote 
for  Fremont." — •  Pike,  First  Blows  of  the  Civil 
War,  p.  34ft.  Greeley,  however,  was  not  so  opti- 
mistic.    See  ibid,  p.  348. 
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some  minor  State  officers  were  to  be 
elected.  Passion  had  been  so  stirred 
up  that  the  timid  feared  blows  would 
follow  heated  words,  and  all  felt  re- 
lieved when  election  day  passed  with- 
out bloodshed.  The  final  compilation 
of  returns  showed  that  the  Democratic 
ticket  had  won  by  a  majority  of  less 
than  3,000  in  a  vote  of  423,000.*  Oliio 
went  Republican  but  Indiana  went 
Democratic,  and  thus,  with  Pennsyl- 
vania reasonably  sure  to  follow  In- 
diana, Buchanan's  election  seemed  to 
be  certain.  The  result  announced 
early  in  December  confirmed  these 
forecasts.  Buchanan  carried  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  Illinois,  Indi- 
ana, and  California,  and  all  the  slave 
States  but  Maryland,  receiving  a  total 
of  174  votes,  Fillmore  securing  the  8 
votes  of  Maryland.  Fremont  obtained 
114  electoral  votes.     The   House   of 


Eepresentatives  was  also  Democratic. 
The  electoral  vote  was  as  follows  :=* 
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Lecompton  constitution  —  The  debate  in  Congress  and  the  English  compromise. 


Peace  now  seemed  to  be  restored  in 
Kansas.  On  November  7,  1856,  Geary 
telegraphed  that,  after  an  extended 
tour  through  a  large  portion  of  the 
Territory,  his  observations  led  him  to 


*  Rhodes,   United   States,   vol.   ii.,  pp.   226-233. 


believe  that,  in  general,  peace  re- 
mained unimpaired,  confidence  was 
being  gradually  restored,  business  was 

*  Schouler,  United  l^tates,  vol  v.,  p.  511;  Stan- 
wood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections,  pp.  210- 
213;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  v.,  p.  461  et  seq. 
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resuming  its  ordinary  channels,  and 
people  of  all  parties  were  hastening 
to  sustain  his  Administration.  At  first 
the  Free  State  people  regarded  Geary 
with  disfavor,  believing  him  to  be 
worse  than  Shannon ;  but  when  Geary 
convinced  them  that  his  motives  were 
actuated  only  by  desire  to  render  ex- 
act justice,  the  influential  portion  of 
the  Free  State  party  began  to  give 
him  support.  By  this  time  Robinson 
had  been  released  from  prison  and, 
as  Lane  and  John  Brown  had  left  the 
Territory,  Robinson  again  fell  heir  to 
the  leadership.  In  his  annual  message 
of  December  2, 1856,  President  Pierce, 
after  giving  a  long  review  of  the  sec- 
tional struggle  in  general  and  the 
trouble  in  Kansas  in  particular,  stated 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  that 
peaceful  conditions  had  been  restored 
in  the  Territory  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  drop  of  blood  in  its  accomplish- 
ment.   Continuing,  he  said: 

"  I  confidently  trust  that  now,  when  the  peace- 
ful condition  of  Kansas  affords  opportunity  for 
calm  reflection  and  wise  legislation,  either  the 
legislative  assembly  of  the  Territory  or  Congress 
will  see  that  no  act  shall  remain  on  its  statute 
book  violative  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion or  subversive  of  the  great  objects  for  which 
that  was  ordained  and  established,  and  will  take 
all  other  necessary  steps  to  assure  to  its  inhab- 
itants the  enjoyment,  without  obstruction  or 
abridgment,  of  all  the  constitutional  rights,  priv- 
ileges, and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  as  contemplated  by  the  organic  laws  of 
the  Territory."* 

It  seemed  at  last  as  though  the  long 
contest  would  be  abandoned  and  Kan- 


sas allowed  to  enter  the  Union  with 
a  free  constitution,  but  the  Kansas 
conspirators  had  no  such  intention. 
In  October  of  1856  a  delegate  to  Con- 
gress and  a  new  Territorial  House  of 
Representatives  were  elected.  The 
Free  State  people  declined  to  vote,  and 
the  representatives  chosen  were  under 
the  influence  of  the  pro-slavery  agi- 
tators at  Lecompton.  The  legislature 
seemed  determined  to  force  slavery  on 
the  Territory  and,  as  Governor  Geary 
sought  to  act  impartially,  he  and  the 
legislative  body  were  in  constant  col- 
lision. The  pro-slavery  people  finally 
sent  a  deputation  to  Washington 
in  February  of  1857  and  succeeded  in 
so  prejudicing  the  Administration 
against  Geary  that  his  dispatches  to 
the  Government  giving  an  account  of 
affairs  in  the  Territory  remained  un- 
answered. Feeling  that  his  policy 
was  not  being  properly  supported  by 
the  authorities  in  Washington,  Geary 
resigned  on  March  4,  1857.* 

The  remaining  days  of  Pierce's  Ad- 
ministration were  practically  unim- 
portant, save  for  one  or  two  acts  of 
Congress  which  will  be  spoken  of 
later.  All  eyes  were  turned  toward 
the  incoming  chief  and  speculation  as 
to  his  policies  was  rife.  It  was  a  qiies- 
tion  whether  the  new  President  would 
incline    to    the    Southern    extremists 


*  For  the  entire  message  see  Richardson,  Mes- 
sages and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  397-417.  For  a 
similar  view  see  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii., 
p.  176. 


*  Charles  Robinson,  The  Kansas  Conflict,  pp. 
332,  337,  341.  See  also  John  H.  Gihon,  Oeari/ 
and  Kansas,  Governor  Geary's  Administration  in 
Kansas  with  a  Complete  History  of  the  Territory 
until  1S57 ;  G.  D.  Brewerton,  The  War  in  Kansas; 
Thomas  Ewing,  The  Struggle  for  Freedom  in 
Kansas. 
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who  were  going  with  startUng  rapid- 
ity the  whole  length  demanded  by  the 
principle  that  slavery  is  right  and 
ought  to  be  extended,  or  whether  he 
would  meet  the  expectations  of  North- 
ern conservatives.  The  slave  States 
had  given  Buchanan  112  electoral 
votes,  and  the  free  States  62;  hence 
the  Republicans  could  expect  nothing 
from  the  new  President.  They  did 
not  entirely  relinquish  the  hope  of 
freeing  Kansas,  but  saw  no  reason  for 
believing  that  the  policy  of  the  new 
President  would  be  favorable  to  it. 
They  felt  that  the  problem  must  be 
worked  out  by  the  Free  State  party  in 
the  Territory  and  by  the  Northern 
Republicans.  Buchanan  himself  wrote 
to  John  Y.  Mason  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  his  Administration  should  be 
to  arrest,  if  possible,  the  agitation  of 
the  slavery  question  at  the  North  and 
to  destroy  sectional  parties.*  When 
he  delivered  his  inaugural  address  on 
March  4,  1857,  however,  it  was  plain 
that  he  leaned  in  the  direction  of  the 
Southern  idea.  He  spoke  to  the  North 
when  ho  said: 

"  Convinced  that  I  owe  my  election  to  the 
inherent  love  for  the  Constitution  and  the  Union 
which  still  animates  tlie  hearts  of  the  American 
people,  let  me  earnestly  ask  their  powerful  sup- 
port in  sustaining  all  just  measures  calculated 
to  perpetuate  these,  the  richest  political  bless- 
ings which  Heaven  has  ever  bestowed  upon  any 
nation.  Having  determined  not  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  reelection  I  shall  have  no  motive  to 
influence  my  conduct  in  administering  the  gov- 
ernment except  the  desire  abl}^  and  faithfully  to 
serve  my  country  and  to  live  in  the  grateful 
memory  of  my  countrymen." 


But  he  spoke  to  the  South  in  a  dif- 
ferent strain: 

"A  difference  of  opinion  has  arisen  in  regard 
to  the  point  of  time  when  the  people  of  a  ter- 
ritory shall  decide  this  question  [of  slavery]  for 
themselves.  This  is,  happily,  a  matter  of  but 
little  practical  importance.  Besides,  it  is  a  ju- 
dicial question,  which  legitimately  belongs  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  before 
whom  it  is  now  pending,  and  will,  it  is  under- 
stood, be  speedily  and  finally  settled.  To  their 
decision,  in  common  with  all  good  citizens,  I  shall 
cheerfully  submit,  whatever  this  may  be,  though 
it  has  ever  been  my  individual  opinion  that  un- 
der the  Nebraska-Kansas  Act  the  appropriate 
period  will  be  when  the  number  of  actual  resi- 
dents in  the  territory  shall  justify  the  forma- 
tion of  a  constitution  with  a  view  to  its  admis- 
sion  as  a   State   into   the   Union." 

But  he  showed  astounding  complac- 
ency when  he  said : 

"  The  whole  territorial  question  being  thus 
settled  upon  the  principle  of  popular  sovereignty 
— ■  a  principle  as  ancient  as  free  government  it- 
self— ■everything  of  a  practical  nature  has  been 
decided.  No  other  question  remains  for  adjust- 
ment, because  all  agree  that  under  the  Constitu- 
tion slavery  in  the  States  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
any  hiiman  power  except  that  of  the  respective 
States  tliemselves  wherein  it  exists.  May  we  not, 
then,  hope  that  the  long  agitation  on  this  subject 
is  approaching  its  end,  and  that  the  geographical 
parties  to  which  it  has  given  birth,  so  much 
dreaded  by  tlie  father  of  his  Country,  will  speedily 
become  extinct?"* 

After  finishing  the  reading  of  the 
inaugural  address  Buchanan  took  the 
oath  of  office  as  fifteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  oath  being  ad- 
ministered to  him  by  Chief  Justice 
Taney.  Two  days  after  the  inaugura- 
tion the  nominations  for  the  Cabinet 
were  sent  to  the  Senate.  Lewis  Cass, 
of    Michigan,    became    Secretary    of 


'  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  185. 


*  For  the  entire  inaugural  address  see  Rich- 
ardson, Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  430- 
436. 
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State  ;*  Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  John  B. 
Floyd,  of  Virginia,  Secretary  of  War ; 
Isaac  Toucey,  of  Connecticut,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy;  Jacob  Thompson, 
of  Mississippi,  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior; Aaron  V.  Brown,  of  Tennes- 
see, Postmaster-Genera] ;  and  Jere- 
miah S.  Black,  of  Pennsylvania,  At- 
torney-General.f  Four  members  of 
the  Cabinet  were  from  tlie  slave 
States  and  three  from  the  free  States, 
but  only  one  (Cass)  could  be  said 
to  reflect  in  any  way  the  North- 
ern conservative  feeling.  From  such 
a  Cabinet  the  Republicans  could  ex- 
pect nothing  for  the  cause  of  freedom 
nor  could  they  count  on  appointments 
to  office  from  a  President  who  believed 
in  rotation  in  office,  for  very  soon  after 
the  inauguration  Buchanan  had  given 
evidence  that  he  was  committed  to 
this  principle.  The  scramble  for  office 
was  surprising,  considering  the  fact 
that  one  Democratic  President  had 
succeeded  anotlier.  Northern  Demo- 
cratic Senators  urged  that  patronage 
be  disbursed  Avhere  it  would  do  them 
the  most  good,  since  they  were  fear- 
ful of  losing  their  places  unless  they 
could  distribute  favors  impartially 
among  the  faithful.  As  a  result, 
while  the  great  question  which  was 
agitating  the  public  mind  was  left  to 
take  care  of  itself,  Buchanan  and  the 
Cabinet  devoted  their  time  and  abil- 


•  ilcLaugUlin,  Life  of  Cass,  pp.  322-323. 
t  Von   Hoist,   Constitutional   and  Political   His- 
tory,  vol.  vi.,   p.  .51    et   seq. 


ities  to  investigating  the  fitness  of  can- 
didates to  minor  offices.* 

Almost  immediately  after  the  in- 
auguration the  Supreme  Court  handed 
down  a  decision  in  an  important  case, 
known  as  the  Dred  Scott  case.  In 
1857  the  Supreme  Court  was  com- 
posed of  Chief  Justice  Taney  and  Jus- 
tices J.  M.  Wayne,  P.  V.  Daniel,  John 
Catron,  and  J.  A.  Campbell,  Demo- 
crats from  the  Southern  States,  and 
R.  C.  Grier  and  Samuel  Nelson,  Demo- 
crats, John  McLean,  Republican,  and 
B.  R.  Curtis,  a  Whig,  from  the  North- 
ern States.  Taney  suffered  continu- 
ally by  comparison  with  his  great  pred- 
ecessor, Marshall;  yet  his  thorough 
training  in  the  law,  his  devotion  to 
history  and  letters,  his  clearness  of 
thought,  and  his  absolute  purity  of 
life  gained  for  him  a  solid  reputation. 
His  wa'itten  opinions  were  vigorous  in 
style  and  reflect  the  hours  he  passed 
vvith  the  masters  of  our  literature. 
Curtis,  who  had  imbibed  much  of  Ms 
profound  knowledge  of  the  law  from 
Judge  Story,  Avas  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Fillmore.  He  was  absolutely  im- 
partial, a  clear  reasoner,  and  had  a 
habit  of  compressing  his  opinions  into 
the  shortest  space  possible  without 
forgetting  a  single  point. 

These  two  justices  delivered  oppos- 
ing opinions  in  the  case  of  the  negro, 
Dred  Scott.  Scott  was  born  in  Mis- 
souri about  1810,  was  a  slave  of  Dr. 
Emerson,  a  surgeon  in  the  army,  who 
took  him  in  1834  to  Rock  Island,  Illi- 


Rliodes,   Vnited  States,  vol.   ii..   pp.  247-248. 
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nois,  and  in  May,  1836,  to  Fort  Snell- 
ing,  Wisconsin  Territory  (now  Min- 
nesota), where  he  married  Harriet,  a 
slave  of  liis  master,  and  had  two  chil- 
dren. Slavery  was  illegal  in  Illinois 
under  its  constitution  and  in  Wiscon- 
sin under  the  Missouri  Compromise. 
In  1838  Scott  and  his  family  were 
taken  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.*  Learn- 
ing of  Scott's  migrations  and  wishing 
to  test  the  right  of  slavery  to  reclaim 
persons  once  free,  a  Free  Soil  lawyer, 
Francis  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  induced  Scott, 
upon  being  whipped  by  his  master,  to 
sue  for  assault  and  battery  in  the 
State  circuit  court  of  St.  Louis 
County.  Blair  and  liis  Free  Soil 
friends  furnished  funds  and  legal  as- 
sistance. The  suit  was  sustainable 
only  if  Scott  were  a  free  citizen 
charging  that  violence  had  been  suf- 
fered from  another  citizen;  and  the 
court  held  that  his  residence  on  free 
soil  had  made  him  free  and  that  he 
could  not  be  reenslaved.  In  1848, 
upon  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of 
Missouri  on  a  writ  of  error,  the  deci- 
sion was  reversed,  the  two  associate 
justices  deciding  against  the  chief  jus- 
tice that  Emerson  had  made  only  a 
temporary  change  of  domicile  in  obe- 
dience to  government  orders,  that  his 
property  was  held  according  to  tlie 
laws  of  his  permanent  domicile,  and 
that  Scott's  servile  character  was 
merely  in  abeyance  and  fully  resumed 
upon  returning  to  Missouri.  The  su- 
preme court  therefore  refused  to  take 


into  consideration,  as  relevant,  the  Il- 
linois constitution  or  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  and  returned  the  case 
to  the  circuit  court.  Meanwhile 
Emerson  sold  Scott  and  his  family  to 
John  F.  A.  Sanf  ord,  of  New  York,  and 
in  1853  Scott  brought  suit  for  dam- 
ages against  Sanford  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court  for  the  District  of 
Missouri,  charging  him  with  assault 
and  battery  in  carrying  off  Scott. 
Sanford  denied  jurisdiction  on  the  be- 
lief that  Scott,  being  a  negro  and  born 
of  slave  parents,  could  not  be  a  citi- 
zen of  Missouri  and  hence  was  un- 
amenable as  a  party  to  a  suit  in 
United  States  courts.  Scott's  counsel, 
while  admitting  the  facts,  claimed  that 
his  being  a  negro  did  not  in  any  way 
prevent  his  being  a  citizen,  and  this 
contention  was  sustained  by  the  court. 
Sanford  denied  assault  and  battery, 
claiming  that  he  had  only  gently  laid 
hands  on  him  to  coerce  him,  as  was 
liis  right  toward  a  slave.  The  court 
instructed  the  jury  that  this  was  law, 
but  Scott's  counsel  demurred  and  then 
appealed  the  case  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court* 

The  case  was  first  argued  in  the 
spring  of  1856  and  w^as  re-argued  the 
follo^\ing  December.  Montgomery 
Blair  (brother  of  Francis  P.)  and 
George  Ticknor  Curtis  (brother  of 
Judge  Curtis)  were  counsel  for  Scott, 
and  Reverdy  Johnson  and  Henry  S. 
Geyer  for   Sanford.     Judge  Nelson 


*  Williams,  yegro  Ra<;e  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
114-115. 


*  Nieolay  and  Hay.  TAfe  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
63;  Von  Hoist.  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  25-26. 
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prepared  a  brief  abstract  of  the  deci- 
sion, but  there  was  so  raueh  pubhe  ex- 
citement over  the  slavery  question  just 
after  the  Buchanan-Fremont  election 
that  it  was  decided  to  have  Chief  Jus- 
tice Taney  write  a  full  and  careful  re- 
view of  the  whole  law  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  in  the  hope  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Free  Soil  party  would  ac- 
cept the  decision  contentedly  and 
cease  their  agitation.  Judge  Nelson 
had  been  deputed  originally  to  write 
the  opinion  of  the  court  and  the  de- 
cision was  that  Scott  was  still  a  slave, 
but  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on 
the  court  to  consider  the  constitutional 
question  involved  in  the  case.  Before 
Nelson  read  his  opinion  in  conference, 
Justice  Wayne  said  that  the  case  had 
excited  so  much  public  interest  that 
the  points  discussed  by  counsel  ought 
to  be  reviewed  by  the  court.*  x\-CCord- 
ingly,  two  days  after  Buchanan  was 
inaugurated,  Justice  Taney  delivered 
the  opinion. t 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
67. 

t  For  text  see  Howard,  Supreme  Court  Reports, 
vol.  xix.,  pp.  393-633.  For  excerpts  see  Mac- 
Donald,  Select  Documents,  pp.  416-435;  Wil- 
liams, The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
116-118.  For  contemporary  discussion  see  Ben- 
ton, Historical  and  Legal  Examination  of  the 
Dred  Scott  Case;  S.  A.  Foot,  Examination  of  the 
Case  of  Dred  Scott  against  Sanford,  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Full 
Exposition  of  the  Decision  of  the  Court  and  the 
Opinions  of  the  Judges  (1859)  ;  Gray  and  Lowell, 
Legal  Review  of  the  Case  of  Dred  Scott.  See 
also  Tyler,  Life  of  Taney,  chap,  v.;  Burgess,  Mid- 
dle Period,  chap,  xxi.;  Curtis,  Life  of  B.  R.  Cur- 
tis; Edward  S.  Corwin,  The  Dred  Scott  Decision 
in  the  Light  of  Contemporary  Legal  Doctrine,  in 
American  Historical  Review  (1911),  A  Legal  Re- 
view of  the  Case  of  Dred  Scott,  as  Decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States   (1857).   The 


Judge  Taney  said  that  one  of  the 
most  important  questions  to  be  de- 
cided was :    ' '  Can  a  negro,  whose  an- 
cestors were  imported  into  this  coun- 
try and  sold  as  slaves,  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  political  community  formed 
and  brought  into  existence  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  as 
such  become  entitled  to  all  the  rights, 
and  privileges,  and  immunities,  guar- 
anteed by  that  instrument  to  the  citi- 
zen."    To  this  the  answer  was  No. 
Negroes  ' '  were  not  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded under  the  word  '  citizens  '  in 
the     Constitution  "     and     therefore 
could  claim  none  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  provided  for   citizens  by 
that  instrument.     "  The   legislation 
and  histories  of  the  times   and  the 
language  used  in  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  showed  that  neither  the 
class  of  persons  imported  as  slaves 
nor  their  descendants,  whether  they 
had  become  free  or  not,  were  then  ac- 
knowledged as  a  part  of  the  people 
nor  intended  to  be  included  in  the  gen- 
eral words  used  in  that  memorable  in- 
strument. ' '    For  more  than  a  century 
the   negroes    had   been   regarded   as 
beings  of  an  inferior  order  and  alto- 
gether unfit  to  associate  with  whites 
either  socially  or  politically,  and  were 
so  far  inferior  that  they  had  no  rights 
which  the  white  man  was  bound  to  re- 
spect.    The   negro  was  bought   and 
sold  and  treated  as  an  ordinary  arti- 
cle of  merchandise  and  traffic  when- 


decision  is  printed  separately  by  B.  C.  Howard 
under  the  title.  Report  of  the  Decision  of  th-e 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the  Case 
of  Dred  Scott  vs.  John  A.  Sanford. 
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ever  a  profit  could  be  made.  This 
opinion  was  fixed  and  universal  in  the 
civilized  portion  of  the  white  race. 
The  fact  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence asserted  that  all  men  are 
created  equal  did  not  affect  the  case, 
since  it  was  too  clear  for  dispute  that 
the  enslaved  African  race  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  included  and  formed  no 
part  of  the  people  who  framed  and 
adopted  the  Declaration.  Taney  then 
asked  whether  Congress  was  author- 
ized to  pass  the  Missouri  Compromise 
Act  under  the  powers  granted  to  it  by 
the  Constitution.  He  said  the  Louisi- 
ana territory  had  been  acquired  by 
the  general  Government  as  the  repre- 
sentative and  trustee  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  and  therefore  it 
must  be  held  in  that  character  for 
their  common  and  equal  benefit.  He 
stated,  however,  that  there  seemed  to 
be  an  opinion  in  some  quarters  that 
there  was  a  difference  between  prop- 
erty in  a  slave  and  other  property  and 
that,  in  expounding  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  different  rules 
might  be  applied  to  it ;  but  that  the 
right  of  property  in  a  slave  was  dis- 
tinctly and  expressly  affirmed  in  the 
Constitution,  and  that  no  word  could 
be  found  therein  giving  Congress 
greater  power  over  slave  property 
or  entitling  jiroperty  of  that  kind 
to  less  protection  than  property  of 
any  other  description.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  therefore,  the  Missouri 
Compromise  Act  was  unwarranted  by 
the  Constitution  and  was  void. 
All  of  the  judges  read  opinions.  The 


four  Southern  judges  and  Grier 
agreed  with  Taney  that  the  Missouri 
Compromise  Act  was  unconstitu- 
tional, and  they  so  nearly  coincided 
with  his  other  conclusions  that 
Taney's  may  be  stated  as  the  official 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  coiirt. 
The  most  important  of  the  dissenting 
opinions  was  that  of  Curtis.  He  asked 
whether  any  person  of  African  descent 
whose  ancestors  were  sold  as  slaves  in 
the  United  States  could  be  a  citizen 
thereof.  Accordingly  he  inquired  who 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States 
when  the  Constitution  was  adopted, 
and  answered  his  own  question  by  as- 
serting that  they  could  have  been  ' '  no 
other  than  citizens  of  the  United 
States  under  the  Confederation."  It 
might  be  safely  affirmed  that  the  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States  were  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  under  the 
Confederation  and,  to  determine 
whether  any  free  persons  descended 
from  Africans  held  in  slavery  were 
citizens  of  the  United  States  at  that 
time  and  consequently  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  ascertain 
whether  any  such  persons  were  citi- 
zens of  either  of  the  States  under  the 
Confederation  when  the  Constitution 
was  adopted.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  of  tliis.  When  the  articles  of 
the  Confederation  were  ratified,  all 
free  native-born  inhabitants  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, though  descended  from  African 
slaves,  were  not  only  citizens  of  those 
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States  but  such  of  them  as  had  the 
other  necessary  quahlications  pos- 
sessed the  franchise  of  electors  on 
equal  terms  with  other  citizens.  More- 
over he  considered  that  the  assertion 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
that  all  men  are  created  equal  in- 
cluded the  black  race  as  well  as  the 
white.  He  contended  that  it  would 
not  be  just  to  the  authors  of  the  Dec- 
laration to  allege  that  they  intended 
to  say  that  the  Creator  of  all  men  had 
endowed  the  white  race  exclusively 
with  the  freat  natural  rights  which 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  as- 
serts. Even  though  the  two  races 
were  not  equally  endowed,  there  were 
certain  substantial  facts  e\4nced  by 
the  written  constitutions  of  States  and 
by  notorious  practice  under  them 
which  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. These  constitutions  showed  that 
in  some  of  the  original  thirteen  States 
free  colored  persons  before  and  at  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion were  citizens  of  those  States. 
Therefore,  every  free  person  born  on 
the  soil  of  a  State  who  is  a  citizen  of 
that  State  by  reason  of  its  constitu- 
tion or  laws  is  also  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  In  considering  the 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
in  the  Territories,  Curtis  cited  numer- 
ous instances  in  which  Congress  had 
excluded  slavery  from  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  six  distinct 
instances  in  which  Congress  had  or- 
ganized Territorial  governments  by 
wlrich  slavery  was  recognized  and  con- 
tinued.    He  held  that  slavery,  being 


contrary  to  natural  right,  had  been 
created  only  by  municipal  laws. 
Hence,  was  it  conceivable  that  the 
Constitution  had  "  conferred  the  right 
on  every  citizen  to  become  a  resident 
on  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
with  his  slaves,  and  there  to  hold  them 
as  such,  but  has  neither  made  nor  pro- 
\'ided  for  any  municipal  regulations 
which  are  essential  to  the  existence 
of  slavery?  "  Whatever  theoretical 
importance  might  be  supposed  to  be- 
long to  the  maintenance  of  such  a 
right,  Curtis  was  convinced  that,  if 
ever  tiied,  it  would  prove  as  imprac- 
ticable in  execution  as  it  was  mon- 
strous in  theory.  The  dissenting  jus- 
tices held  that  the  compromise  was  a 
rightful  exercise  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  legislate  for  the 
Territories  and  never  before  ques- 
tioned since  the  Government  was 
founded;  and  that  it  did  not  violate 
tne  equality  of  citizens,  because  citi- 
zens could  hold  slave  property  only 
in  States  that  permitted  and  enforced 
it.*  The  whole  question  was  soon  de- 
cided by  the  war.  f 


*  For  reviews  of  the  Dred  Scott  case  see  Rhodes, 
United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  255-261 ;  Tyler,  Life 
of  Taney;  George  T.  Curtis,  Life  of  B.  R.  Curtis; 
Benton,  Examination  of  the  Dred  Scott  Case; 
Curtis,  Constitutional  History,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  266- 
276:  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  \o\.  ii., 
pp.  524-533;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  27-46;  Charles  N.  Greg- 
ory, A  Great  Judicial  Character  —  Roger  Brooke 
Taney  (1008);  Henry  K.  Brale)',  Roger  Brooke 
Taney,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States   (1910). 

t  Scott  and  his  family  were  inherited  by  Cal- 
vin S.  Chaffee,  of  Massachusetts  (then  a  member 
of  Congress),  were  conveyed  by  him  to  Taylor 
Blow  of  .St.  Louis  for  emancipation,  and  were  set 
free  on  May  26,    1857. 
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Many  seemed  to  tliink  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  had  descended  into  the 
political  arena  and  had  "  polluted  its 
garments  in  the  tilth  of  pro-slavery 
politics."  Pike  held  the  opinion  that 
Taney's  decision  deserved  "  no  more 
respect  than  any  pro-slavery  stump 
speech  made  during  the  late  Presi- 
dential canvass."*  Certainly  the  de- 
cision was  of  tremendous  import,  and 
Republican  leaders  knew  that  it  must 
be  met  by  soKd  and  sound  argument, 
not  by  invective.  If  the  opinion  of  the 
court  were  binding  on  the  country  the 
Republican  party  must  dissolve  or 
abandon  its  fundamental  principle, 
for  it  was  laboring  in  an  unconstitu- 
tional manner.  In  his  opinion  Judge 
Curtis  advanced  the  best  argument 
against  the  contention  that  the  major- 
ity opinion  of  the  court  was  in  any 
way  binding  on  the  political  con- 
sciences of  the  people.  After  review- 
ing the  steps  by  which  the  court  had 
reached  the  question  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  pass  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise, Curtis  said: 

"  Such  an  exertion  of  judicial  power  transcends 
tlie  limits  of  the  authority  of  the  court,  as  de- 
scribed by  its  repeated  decisions  and,  as  I  under- 
stand, acknowledged  in  this  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  court.  *  *  *  I  do  not  consider 
it  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  judicial  power  of 
the  majority  of  the  court  to  pass  upon  any 
question  respecting  the  plaintiff's  citizenship  in 
Missouri,  save  that  raised  by  tlie  plea  to  the  ju- 
risdiction; and  I  do  not  hold  any  opinion  of  this 
court  or  any  court  binding  when  expressed  on  a 
question  not  legitimately  before  it.  The  judg- 
ment of  this  court  is  that  the  case  is  to  be  dis- 
missed for  want  of  jurisdiction,  because  the 
plaintiff  was  not  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  as  he  al- 


leged ill  his  declaration.  Into  that  judgment, 
according  to  the  settled  course  of  tliis  court,  noth- 
ing appearing  after  a  plea  to  the  merits  can  enter. 
A  great  question  of  constitutional  law,  deeply 
affecting  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  country,  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  a  fit  subject  to  be  thus 
reached." 

The  Southern  Democrats  were 
greatly  elated  over  the  decision,  and 
immediately  the  Democratic  Senate 
ordered  20,000  copies  of  the  opinions 
of  the  judges  printed  as  a  campaign 
document.  The  Republicans  likewise 
circulated  the  full  opinions  of  Taney 
and  Curtis  and  abstracts  of  the 
others.  Taney's  opinion  was  soon 
condensed  into  the  aphorism  that 
"  Negroes  had  no  rights  which  the 
wliite  man  was  bound  to  respect  " 
which,  though  unfair  to  Taney,  served 
in  the  North  as  an  effective  means  of 
deepening  the  sentiment  in  opposition 
to  slavery.*  Douglas  soon  undertook 
to  speak  for  the  Northern  Democrats, 
emphatically  indorsing  the  decisions 
of  the  court.  The  decision  shattered 
the  doctrine  of  popular  sovereignty; 
foi",  if  Congress  could  not  prohibit 
slavery  in  a  Territory,  how  could  a 
Territorial  legislature  do  so  when  it 
was  but  the  creature  of  Congress? 
According  to  the  decision  slaves  were 
property  the  same  as  horses  and 
mules.  Hence  the  Southern  emigrant 
to  Kansas  had  the  same  right  to  take 
his  negroes  there  that  the  Northern 
emigrant  had  to  take  his  live  stock. 


*  Pike.  First  Blows  of  the  Civil  War,  pp.  368- 
370. 


*  DeBow  writes:  "Since  the  decision  of  the 
Dred  Scott  case,  all  the  fires  of  Northern  agita- 
tion have  been  fed  anew,  and  blaze  and  burn  in 
every  hearth  and  every  hall." — DeBoio's  Review, 
vol.  xxii.,  p.  658. 
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Both  claimed   the  protection  of  the 
general  Grovernment  and,  if  emigra- 
tion continued  under  these  conditions, 
the  Territory  was  liable  to  be  slave 
territory  before  the  people  could  be 
called  upon  in  any  manner  to  deter- 
mine    the     question.      Nevertheless, 
Douglas    boldly    asserted,    the    Dred 
Scott  decision  and  his  popular  sover- 
eignty   doctrine    were    entirely    con- 
sistent, but  he  ehd  .not  care  to  dwell 
on  this  detail  very  long  and  would 
emphasize  other  points  of  the  decision 
which   he    could    sincerely   advocate. 
He  amplified  Taney's  reasoning  wdth 
respect  to  the  citizenship  of  the  negro 
in  a  manner  designed  to  give  the  cue 
to  his  followers.     Because  the  negro 
was   inferior   to   the  white   man,   the 
Northern  Democrats  now  arg-ued  that 
slavery  was  his  normal  and  proper 
condition  and  that  a  favor  was  done 
the   negro  when  he  was   reduced  to 
servitude.  Taney's  opinion  was  swal- 
lowed by  Douglas's  followers  and  was 
everj'\vhere     reproduced    and    para- 
phrased.* 

Two  weeks  later  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Douglas's  rival,  made  reply.  He  said 
that  the  North  offered  no  resistance 
to  the  decision,  though  they  thought 
the  decision  erroneous.  "  We  know 
the  court  that  made  it  has  often  over- 
ruled its  own  decisions  and  we  shall 
do  what  we  can  to  have  it  overrule 
this."  Passing  to  the  universal  as- 
pects of  the  issue,  Lincoln  said : 

"  The  chief  justice  does  not  directly  assert,  but 
plainly  assumes  as  a  fact,  that  the  public  estimate 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  264-266. 


of  the  black  man  is  more  favorable  now  than   in 
the    days    of    the    Revolution.      This    assumption 
is   a   mistake.     In   some  trifling   particulars   the 
condition  of  that  race  has  been  ameliorated;  but 
as  a  whole,  in  this  country,  the  change  between 
then   and   now   is   decidedly  the  other  way;    and 
their  ultimate  destiny  has  never  appeared  so  hope- 
less as  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.    In  two  of 
the   five   States  —  New   Jersey    and   North    Caro- 
lina —  that  then  gave  the  free  negro  the  right  of 
voting,  tlie  right  has  since  been  taken  away;  and 
in    a    third  — New    York  —  it    has    been    greatly 
abridged;    while    it    has    not    been    extended    so 
far  as  I  know,  to  a  single  additional  State,  though 
the    numlicr   of    States    has    more    than    doubled. 
In  those  days,  as  I  understand,  masters  could,  at 
their  own  pleasure,  emancipate  their  slaves;   but 
since  then  such  legal   restraints  have  been  made 
upon  emancipation  as  to  amount  almost  to  pro- 
hibition.    In  those  days,  legislatures  held  the  un- 
questioned power  to  abolish  slavery  in  their  re- 
spective   States;    but   now    it   is    becoming    quite 
fashionable    for    State   constitutions   to    withhold 
that  power  from  tlie  legislatures.     In  those  days, 
by  common  consent,  the  spread  of  the  black  man's 
bondage  to  the  new  countries  was  prohibited;   but 
now  Congress   decides   that   it   will   not   continue 
the  prohibition,  and  the  Supreme  Court  decided 
that  it  could  not  if  it  would.     In  those  days,  our 
Declaration  of   Independence  was  held  sacred  by 
all,  and  thought  to  include  all;   but  now,  to  aid 
in   making    the    bondage   of    the    negro    universal 
and   eternal,    it   is   assailed   and   sneered   at,   and 
construed   and   hawked  at,  and  torn,   till,   if    its 
framers  could  rise  from  their  graves  they  could 
not  at  all  recognize  it.     All  the  powers  of  earth 
seem  rapidly  combining  against  him  [the  negro]. 
Mammon    is    after    him,    ambition    follows,    phil- 
osophy  follows,  and  the   theology   of   the  day    is 
fast  joining  the  cry.    *     *     *     There  is  a  natural 
disgust  in  the  minds  of  nearly  all  white  people 
at   the   idea   of   an    indiscriminate    amalgamation 
of   the  white  and  black  races;   and  Judge  Doug- 
las evidently   is   basing  his  chief   hope  upon  the 
chances  of  his  being  able  to  appropriate  the  bene- 
tit  of  this  disgust  to  himself.     If  he  can  by  much 
drumming  and  repeating,  fasten  the  odium  of  that 
idea  upon  his  adversaries,  he  thinks  he  can  strug- 
gle  through   the   storm.     He   therefore   clings   to 
this  hope  as  a  drowning  man  to  the  last  plank. 
He  makes  an  occasion  for  lugging  it  in,  from  the 
opposition  to  the  Dred  Scott  decision.     He  finds 
the  Republicans  insisting  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independence   includes  aU  men,  black  as  well  as 
white,  and  forthwith  he  boldly  denies  that  it  in- 
cludes   negroes    at    all,    and    proceeds    to    argue 
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gravely  that  all  who  contend  it  does,  do  so  only 
because  they  want  to  vote,  and  eat,  and  sleep, 
and  marry  with  negroes.  He  will  have  it  that 
they  cannot  be  consistent  else.  Now  I  protest 
against  the  counterfeit  logic  which  concludes  that 
because  I  do  not  want  a  black  woman  for  a 
slave  I  must  necessarily  want  her  for  a  wife. 
I  need  not  have  her  for  either;  I  can  just  leave 
her  alone.  In  some  respects  she  certainly  is  not 
ray  equal ;  but  in  her  natural  right  to  eat  the  bread 
she  earns  with  her  own  hands,  without  asking 
leave  of   anyone   else,   she   is   my  equal    and   the 

equal   of   all   others. 

******** 

"  I    think    the    authors    of    that    noble    instru- 
ment [the  Declaration  of  Independence]   intended 
to  include  all  men;   but  they  did  not  intend  to 
declare  all  men  equal   in  all  respects.     They  did 
not  mean  to  say  all  men  were  equal  in  color,  size, 
intellect,   moral   development,   or   social   capacity. 
They   defined   with   tolerable  distinctness   in   what 
respects  they   did   consider  all   men   created  equal 
—  equal   with   'certain   inalienable   rights,   among 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  pursuit  of  happiness.' 
This  they  said  and  this   they  meant.     They   did 
not  mean  to  assert  the  obvious  untruth  that  all 
were    then    actually    enjoying   that  equality   nor 
yet   that    they    were    about   to    confer    it    imme- 
diately upon  them.     In  fact  they  had  no  power 
to  confer   such   a   boon.     They   meant   simply   to 
declare    the    right,    so    that    the    enforcement    of 
it  might  follow  as  fast  as  circumstivnces   should 
permit.     They  meant  to  set  up  a  standard  maxim 
for  free  society  which  should  be  familiar   to  all 
and  revered  by  all.     *     *     *     The  assertion  that 
'  all  men  are  created  equal  '  was  of  no  practical 
use  in  effecting  our  separation  from  Great  Britain; 
and    it   was    placed    in   the    Declaration,    not   for 
that   but   for   future    use.      Its   authors   meant    it 
to   be,   as,   thank   God,    it    is   now   proving   itself, 
a  stumbling  lilock  to  all  those  who   in  aftertimes 
might  seek  to  turn  a  free  people  into  the  hateful 
paths  of  despotism."  * 

While  under  the  Dred  Scott  de- 
cision slavery  was  given  a  theoretical 
standing  in  the  Territories,  the  Kan- 
sas question  was  not  settled.  Never- 
theless, the  pro-slavery  party  there 
had  instituted  a  movement  to  form  a 


State    government.      Under    the    in- 
structions of  those  who  had  voted  at 
the  election  of  October,  1856,  the  Ter- 
ritorial    legislature     appointed     the 
third  Monday  of  June,  1857,  as  the 
day  when  delegates  to  a  constitutional 
convention  should  be  elected.     After 
Governor    Geary's    resignation,    Bu- 
chanan appointed  Robert  J.  Walker 
to  fill  the  vacancy.     Before  he  con- 
sented to  take  the  position  he  exacted 
the  condition  that  there  should  be  per- 
fect harmony  between  the  President 
and    himself    respecting    the    policy 
adopted    in    Kansas.      In    Walker's 
judgment   the   Kansas-Nebraska  Act 
required   that   the   people    submit   to 
any     constitution     which     might    be 
framed,  and  in  this  opinion  Buchanan 
concurred.*     Another   condition   was 
that  General  W.  S.  Harney  be  sent  to 
command  the  troops  in  Kansas.     As 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  Buchanan 
appointed  Frederick  P.   Stanton,   of 
Tennessee,  a  man  of  long  experience 
in  public  life.f 

Stanton  reached  Kansas  ahead  of 
Walker,  and  upon  him  devolved  the 
duty  of  apportioning  delegates  to  the 
constitutional  convention.  The  cen- 
sus and  registration  had  been  defec- 
tive and  unfair,  in  several  counties  no 
registration  whatever  having  been 
taken.!  After  carefully  considering 
the  matter  within  the  brief  time  al- 
lowed him  by  the  law,  Stanton  con- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Abraham  Lincoln,  a  His- 
tory, vol.  ii.,  pp.  86-89;  Howells,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
p.   170  et  seq. 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  p.  62. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  il., 
p.  536. 

i  Ibid,  p.  436 ;  Von  Hoist,  p.  64. 
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eluded  that  he  must  apportion  the  del- 
egates to  the  several  counties  on  the 
returns  which  had  Iteen  made.  This 
action  considerably  irritated  the  Free 
State  party.  Walker  arrived  in  Kan- 
sas on  May  26,  and  in  his  inaugural 
urged  all  citizens  to  take  part  in  the 
coming  election.*  Ilis  vitterances  did 
not  reassure  the  Free  State  partj^,  the 
members  of  which  refused  to  partici- 
pate in  the  election  of  June  15  for 
delegates  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention. Thus  out  of  9,251  registered 
voters,  which  was  less  than  half  the 
actual  number,  only  2,200  voted  for 
delegates  to  the  notorious  Lecompton 
convention.! 

Walker  soon  found  that  the  path  of 
a  Kansas  governor  was  far  from  rosy. 
His  policy  of  equal  and  exact  justice, 
while  impressing  the  Free  State 
Democrats,  brought  upon  him  the  ex- 
treme displeasure  of  the  active  South- 
ern politicians.  He  was  denounced 
in  unmeasured  terms  by  several  prom- 
inent Southerners  and  by  the  Demo- 
cratic State  conventions  of  Georgia 
and  Mississippi,  J  and  some  went  so 
far  as  to  censure  Buchanan  for 
having  appointed  him.  As  late  as 
July,  or  a  month  after  the  delegates 
to  the  constitutional  convention  had 
been  elected.  Walker  was  still  popu- 
lar with  the  pro-slavery  Democrats 
in  the  Territory.  It  was  understood 
that,   when   framed,   the   constitution 


would  be  submitted  to  popular  vote, 
but  when  it  became  known  in  the 
South  that  the  majority  of  delegates 
to  the  convention  were  pro-slavery, 
an  agitation  Avas  begun  to  demand 
that  the  convention  adopt  a  pro-slav- 
ery constitution  and  ask  for  admis- 
sion into  the  Union. 

The  convention  met  at  Lecompton 
September  5, 1857,  and,  after  a  session 
of  five  days,  adjourned  temporarily  to 
await  the  result  of  the  October  elec- 
tion. Walker  had  convinced  the  Free 
State  men  that  they  should  take  part 
in  the  regular  election  for  the  Terri- 
torial legislature.  This  they  did,  and 
the  election  was  the  most  general  and 
peaceful  that  had  occuri-ed  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  only  two  places  were  glar- 
ing frauds  perpetrated,  and  Governor 
Walker  immediately  issued  procla- 
mations throwing  out  the  returns 
from  these  places.*  Thus  the  Free 
State  party  secured  9  of  the  13  coun- 
cilmen  and  2-t  of  the  39  representa- 
tives.! The  constitutional  convention 
reassembled  October  19  and  com- 
pleted its  labors  on  November  7,  1857, 
when  the  famous  Lecompton  Consti- 
tution was  brought  forth.  In  the  con- 
stitution it  was  declared  that  "  the 
right  of  property  is  before  and  higher 
than  any  constitutional  sanction  and 
the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  slave  to 
such  slave  and  its  increase  is  the 
same  and  as  inviolable  as  the  right  of 


*Voii   Hoist,   [).   66. 

t  Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   ii.,  pp.  273-274; 
Senate  Doc.  8,  3.5th  Congress,  1st  session,  p.  115. 
tVon  Hoist,  vol.  vi.,  p.   70. 
Vol.  VII  — 26 


*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  540. 

t  Spring,  History  of  Kansas,  p.  220.  Von  Hoist 
(p.  83)   gives  the  representatives  as  27  to  12. 
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the  owner  of  any  property  whatever." 
There  was  also  inserted  a  proviso  de- 
claring that  the  constitution  could  not 
be  amended  before  1864,  and  even 
then  no  alteration  should  be  made  to 
affect  the  rights  of  property  in  the 
ownership  of  slaves.*  December  21 
was  appointed  as  the  day  when  the 
people  were  to  vote  for  the  constitu- 
tion with  slavery  or  without  slavery, 
thus  leaving  them  no  opportunity  to 
vote  against  the  constitution  itself. 
Even  the  submission  of  the  slavery 
question  was  a  delusion,  for  if  the 
constitution  with  slavery  were  car- 
ried, the  section  above  cited  and 
others  supporting  it  were  parts  of  the 
organic  act.  But  if  the  constitution 
with  no  slavery  were  adopted,  then 
slavery  should  no  longer  exist  in  the 
State,  except  that  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  slaves  now  in  the  Territory 
should  in  no  measure  be  interfered 
with.t 

As  might  be  supposed,  great  excite- 
ment was  caused  in  Kansas  by  the 
act  of  the  convention,  and  Governor 
Walker  was  chagrined  to  find  that  his 
promises  to  submit  everything  to  the 
vote  of  the  people  were  wholly  disre- 
garded. Before  the  vote  was  finally 
taken  John  Calhoun,  the  surveyor- 
general  of  the  Territory  and  presi- 
dent of  the  convention,  had  outlined 


*  For  text  of  the  constitution  see  Poore,  Fed- 
eral and  atatc  Constitutions,  vol.  i.,  pp.  598-61.3; 
Thorpe,  Federal  and  State  Constitutions,  vol.  ii.. 
pp.  1201-1220. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slare  Power,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  541-542;  Von  H/ilst,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  vi.,  p.  90  et  seq. 


the  251'oject  to  Walker,  asking  his  con- 
currence and  assuring  him  that  it  was 
favored  by  the  Administration  at 
Washington.  Walker  promptly  re- 
fused his  assent  and  threatened  to  de- 
nounce it,  no  matter  whether  the  Ad- 
ministration sustained  it  or  not.  Bu- 
chanan certainly  was  not  a  party  to 
this  project,  as  is  shown  by  his  letter 
to  Walker  October  22*  and  by  his  as- 
surances to  the  same  effect  in  No- 
vember. Nevertheless,  after  the  con- 
stitution had  been  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention, Buchanan  warmly  advocated 
it. 

But  at  the  Norih  public  interest  in 
Kansas  affairs  had  largely  died  out. 
During  the  spring  and  summer  the 
Territory  had  been  quiet,  little  had 
occurred  to  agitate  Northern  people, 
and  by  the  time  suspicion  had  been 
aroused  that  a  conspiracy  to  make 
Kansas  a  slave  State  existed  the  coun- 
try was  in  the  throes  of  a  financial 
panic.  While  thousands  w^ere  being- 
thrown  out  of  work  in  the  East,  while 
merchants  and  manufacturers  were 
frantically  striving  to  retain  their 
credit,  and  while  bankers  were  en- 
deavoring to  restore  public  confi- 
dence, troubles  in  far-away  Kansas 
were  given  little  heed.  As  Buchanan 
wrote  to  Walker,  "  The  revolution  in 
the  business  of  the  country  seems  to 
have  driven  all  thoughts  of  '  bleeding 
Kansas  '  from  the  public  mind."t 
Many  Northern  Democrats,  however, 


*  See  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Ahraham  Lincoln,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  110-112. 

■ilbid,  p.  111.    Letter  of  October  22. 
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were  visibly  excited  when  tliey 
learned  of  the  Lecompton  scheme. 
Several  denounced  it  in  unequivocal 
terms,  but  probably  the  opposition 
would  have  amounted  to  nothing  had 
not  Douglas  put  himself  at  its  head. 
When  he  arrived  at  Washington  to 
attend  the  session  of  Congress,  he 
informed  the  President  that  he  would 
denounce  the  scheme  in  the  open 
Senate.  The  President  threatened 
political  extinction,  but  Douglas  re- 
plied that  the  only  man  who  had  suc- 
ceeded in  such  an  act.  General  Jack- 
son, was  dead.* 

When  Congress  met  early  in  De- 
cember it  was  well  understood  that 
Buchanan  had  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  South,  but  when  he  sent  in  his 
annual  message  on  December  8  it  was 
apparent  that  he  was  not  yet  ready 
to  make  a  definite,  final  break  with 
the  North.  He  reviewed  the  history 
of  conditions  in  the  Territory  from 
the  time  of  his  own  inauguration  and 
declared  that  the  only  important  ques- 
tion at  issue  was  whether  slavery 
should  be  allowed.  The  constitution 
had  provided  for  the  holding  of  an 
election  in  w^hich  every  citizen  would 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  his 
opinion.  He  said  that  the  election 
would  be  held  under  legitimate  au- 
thority, and  if  any  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  should  refuse  to  vote,  a 
fair  opportunity  to  do  so  having  been 
presented,   "  this  ^\'ill  be   their   own 

*  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  327-328 ; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  282;  Von  Hoist, 
Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
181,  note. 


voluntary  act  and  they  alone  will  be 
responsible   for   the   consequences."* 

True  to  his  word,  Douglas  rose  on 
December  9  to  oppose  the  Lecompton 
sophistry .t  When  the  delegates  had 
been  chosen  to  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, he  said,  everyone  supposed 
that  the  constitution  to  be  framed  by 
them  would  be  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple for  their  ratification  or  rejection. 
Instead  of  this,  the  constitution  was 
to  be  adopted  whether  satisfactory  or 
not,  and  the  only  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  voters  w^as  whether  or 
not  Kansas  should  be  admitted  as  a 
slave  State.  Douglas  said  that  he 
had  interviewed  a  large  number  of 
men,  including  many  of  the  delegates 
and  their  friends,  who  invariably  as- 
serted that,  if  a  negative  vote  had 
been  allowed,  the  constitution  would 
have  been  rejected  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority;  the  only  conclusion 
could  be,  therefore,  that  the  people 
were  to  be  given  no  chance  to  reject. 

This  speech  only  widened  the  breach 
bet^veen  Douglas  and  the  Administra- 
tion. He  and  his  followers  were 
threatened  with  loss  of  patronage  if 
they  persisted  in  their  course ;  %  the 
Southerners  denounced  him  bitterly, 
some  of  the  hotter  heads  even  menac- 
ing him  with  personal  violence ;  several 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v_. 
p.  453.     For  the  whole  message  see  pp.  436-463. 

t  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  329  et  seq.;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
vi.,  p.  167  et  scq.  For  the  speech  see  Flint,  Life 
of  Douglas,   pp.   105-125. 

J  Von  Hoist,  vol.  vi.,  p.  181,  note.  See  also 
Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  91-92. 
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speeclies  were  made  in  the  Senate 
both  attacking  Douglas  and  defending 
the  President;  and  the  party  press 
was  exceedingly  bitter,  though  the  in- 
dependent Democratic  press  sustained 
Douglas,  and  his  course  was  approved 
at  several  meetings.  * 

In  November  Governor  Walker 
came  to  Washington.  Finding  that 
his  action  in  throwing  out  fraudulent 
returns  had  lost  him  the  favor  of  the 
Administration,  he  resigned  (Decem- 
ber 13),  giving  his  reasons  in  an  elab- 
orate paper  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  t  Meanwhile  Stanton, 
who  was  acting-governor  in  Walker's 
absence,  was  doing  effectual  work  for 
the  Free  State  cause.  Loud  demands 
had  been  made  for  an  extra  session 
of  the  Territorial  legislature  and  after 
some  hesitation  Stanton  yielded  to  the 
popular  will.  The  proposed  election 
of  December  21  was  regarded  by  the 
Free  Staters  as  a  sham  and  they  re- 
fused to  participate  in  it.  Accord- 
ingly the  legislature  provided  that  on 
January  4, 1858,  an  election  be  held  at 
which  a  fair  and  regular  vote  should 
be  taken  on  the  constitution ;  but  when 
news  of  Stanton's  action  reached 
Washington  he  was  at  once  removed 
and  J.  "W.  Denver  was  appointed  in 
his  place.  I 

Thus  in  the  course  of  events  two 


*  Von  Hoist,  p.  190  et  setj.;  Johnson,  Life  of 
Doughis,  p.   3.36. 

■\  Henate  Doc,  35tli  Congross,  1st  session,  vol.  i., 
p.  122.  See  also  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave 
Potcer,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  543,  .544. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  544. 


separate  votes  were  taken  on  the  Le- 
compton  constitution.  The  first,  as 
provided  for  in  the  instrument  itself, 
took  place  on  December  21,  1857. 
Detachments  of  troops  were  stationed 
at  several  points,  but  as  the  Free  State 
men  abstained  from  voting  the  elec- 
tion was  peaceable.  According  to 
Rhodes,  the  constitution  was  adopted 
with  slavery  by  a  vote  of  6,226  to  569.* 
Later  investigation  showed  that,  of 
the  votes  cast  in  favor,  2,720  were 
fraudulent,  so  that  the  actual  vote  was 
only  about  3,500.  When  the  second 
election  occurred  on  January  4,  1858 
(at  which  time  the  Pro-slavery  party 
voted  for  the  State  officers  but  in 
turn  abstained  from  voting  on  the 
constitution),  the  result  was:  For 
the  constitution  with  slavery,  138 ;  for 
the  constitution  without  slavery,  24; 
against  the  constitution,  10,226. f 


•  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  289;  Von 
Ilolst,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  183-185. 

t  There  seems  to  be  consideralile  discrepancy 
in  the  various  accounts  regarding  tlie  votes  cast. 
The  statistics  given  above  are  taken  from  Rhodes. 
United  Staten.  vol.  ii.,  p.  289.  Nicolay  and  Hay 
{Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  114-115)  give  the 
same  figures  for  tlie  second  election  but  for  tlie 
first  give  the  vote  as  6,154  in  favor  of  the  con- 
stitution with  slavery  and  589  for  the  consti- 
tution without  slavery,  as  does  MacDonald  (Se- 
lect Documents,  p.  435).  Von  Hoist  (Constitu- 
tional and  Political  History,  vol.  vi.,  p.  186), 
gives  the  vote  for  the  election  of  December  21 
as  6,063  in  favor  and  576  against.  For  the  elec- 
tion of  January  4  he  gives  the  vote  in  favor  as 
10,266.  Thorpe  (Federal  and  State  Constitutions, 
vol.  ii..  p.  1201)  gives  the  vote  of  December  3l, 
1857,  as  6,226  to  589  and  then  says  that  on  De- 
cember 21,  J.s'J.s',  the  Constitution  was  ratified  by 
6,143  against  589.  For  the  election  of  January  4, 
IS')!),  he  gives  the  vote  as  10,126,  138,  and  24. 
Schouler  (United  States,  vol.  vi.,  p.  388)  says  the 
condemning  majority  was  over   11,000. 
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Meanwhile  a  copy  of  the  Lecompton 
constitution  liad  been  sent  to  Presi- 
dent Buchanan,  and  on  February  2, 
1858,  he  transmitted  this  copy  to  Con- 
gress with  a  message  in  Avhich  he 
recommended  the  admission  of  Kan- 
sas under  that  organic  act.*  The 
message  was  sent  to  'the  Committee 
on  Territories  from  wliich  soon  came 
three  reports.  The  majority  report, 
presented  by  J.  S.  Green,  of  Missouri, 
was  a  "  technical  argument  for  an  in- 
justice."! Collamer  presented  the 
Republican  view  and  Douglas  the  in- 
dependent. The  latter  arg-ued  that 
the  Lecompton  constitution  was  not 
an  act  of  the  Kansas  people  and  did 
not  embody  their  will.  Under  a  sys- 
tem of  trickery  a  large  majority  of 
the  legal  voters  had  been  disfran- 
chised and  excluded  from  the  polls  on 
December  21,  and  at  the  election  of 
January  4,  a  lawful  and  valid  one,  the 
Lecompton  constitution  had  been  re- 


*  For  t]ie  full  text  of  the  message  see  Richard- 
son, Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  471-481.  In 
a  letter  dated  February  1  Quitman  said:  "Should 
the  constitution  be  rejected,  the  south  must  re- 
gard the  plighted  faith  of  the  northern  democracy 
violated.  It  will  assure  us  that  no  more  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  them  to  aid  in  protecting  our 
rights ;  that  national  democracy  is  worthless.  We 
must  also  see  in  the  act  a  fixed  and  inexorable 
determination  on  the  part  of  tlie  majority  never 
to  admit  another  slave  state.  ♦  *  ♦  VVho  can 
douljt  what,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  the 
south  ought  to  do?  If  she  waits  for  the  border 
states  —  Virginia,  Maryland,  Kentucky  and  Mis- 
souri—  or  either  of  them,  she  will  never  act,  hut 
f;radually  become  the  willing  slave  of  an  insati- 
ate master.  The  cotton  states  must  move  first, 
the  others  would  then  have  to  follow." — Clai- 
borne, Life  and  Correspondence  of  J.  A.  Quitman, 
pp.  252-253. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  293. 


pudiated  and  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  more  than  10,000  votes.*  The  ar- 
guments in  Congress  w^ere  based  upon 
technicalities  on  the  one  side  and  con- 
siderations of  justice  on  the  other. 

To  push  the  bill  through  Congress 
extensive  use  was  made  of  executive 
patronage, t  numbers  of  office  holders 
who  sympathized  with  Douglas  being 
removed  without  ceremony.!  Thus 
and  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  Doug- 
las and  others,  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Kansas  under  the  Lecompton 
constitution  passed  the  Senate  on 
March  23  by  a  vote  of  33  to  25.11  The 
bill  was  then  sent  to  the  House,  which 
at  tliis  time  consisted  of  128  Demo- 
crats, 92  Republicans  and  14  Ameri- 
cans. §  A  motion  was  made  that  the 
President's  message  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  of  15.  A  violent 
altercation  occurred  in  which  fists 
were  freely  used.  The  motion  was 
finally  passed  and  from  the  committee 
emanated  three  reports  representing 
the  different  opinions.  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  wrote  the  majority  report 
and  averred  that  many  of  the  States 
would  regard  the  rejection  of  Kansas 
' '  with  extreme  sensitiveness  if  not 
alarm."  On  April  1,  by  a  vote  of  120 
to  112,  the  House  passed  an  amend- 


*  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  128;  Johnson,  Lije 
of  Douglas,  pp.  338-340. 

t  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Cobb  stated  that  in 
such  a  struggle  his  department  was  "  good  for 
at  least  twenty  votes." —  Foote,  Casket  of  Remin- 
iscences, p.   118. 

(Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  341. 

II  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  iSlave  Power,  voL 
ii.,  p.  557. 

§  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  297. 
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REJECTION  OF  THE  ENGLISH  COMPEOMISE. 


luent  providing  that  the  Lecompton 
constitution  be  submitted  to  a  vote  of 
the  Kansas  people;  if  assented  to, 
Kansas  should  become  a  State  on  the 
proclamation  of  the  President;  but 
if  rejected  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory were  authorized  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government.*  On 
April  2  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  32  to 
23  refused  to  accept  this  amendment 
and  a  committee  of  conference  was 
appointed.  In  this  committee  Wil- 
liam H.  English,  a  representative 
from  Indiana,  proposed  a  compromise 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  committee, 
accepted  by  both  Houses,  and  became 
law  (Act  of  May  4,  1858).  Under  this 
amendment  a  large  grant  of  govern- 
ment lands  was  offered  to  Kansas,  and 
the  Kansans  were  to  vote  on  this 
proposition.  If  the  majority  voted 
for  acceptance,  Kansas  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  under  the  Le- 
compton constitution  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation.  If  the  people 
rejected  the  offer  then  the  Territory 


could  not  be  admitted  until  its  popula- 
tion reached  the  number  required  for 
a  Representative.  In  effect,  this  was 
a  bribe  to  induce  the  Kansans  to 
accept  the  Lecompton  constitution.* 
Douglas  and  several  others  voted 
against  the  English  billf  but  it  was 
finally  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote 
of  31  to  22,  and  in  the  House  by  a 
vote  of  120  to  112. !  On  August  2  an 
election  was  held  in  Kansas  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  and  the  offer  con- 
tained in  English's  bill  was  rejected 
by  a  vote  of  11,300  to  1,788.||  This 
disposed  of  the  Lecompton  constitu- 
tion and  the  majority  was  so  over- 
whelming that  even  the  most  sanguine 
Pro-slavery  advocates  were  obliged  to 
abandon  all  hope  of  forcing  Kansas 
into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State. 


'  Von   Hoist.   Constitutional  and  Political   His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  pp.  223-224. 


•  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Poicer,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  558-559.  Johnson  {Life  of  Douglas,  p.  344) 
disagrees  with  this  statement  on  the  ground  that 
the  •■  amount  of  land  granted  was  only  equal  to 
that  usually  offered  to  the  Territories." 

t  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  130  et  seq.;  Johnson, 
Life  of  Douglas,  pp.   345-347. 

JVon  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  chap.  v. 

II  Ibid,   vol.  vi.,   p.   263. 
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The  prospects  of  the  Republican 
party  at  that  time  nowhere  seemed 
very  bright,  while  in  some  parts  of 
the  country  the  outlook  was  especially 
gloomy.  The  result  of  the  elections 
in  the  fall  of  1857  all  over  the  North 
was  discouraging,  as  there  was  a  large 
falling  off  in  the  Republican  vote. 
When  Douglas  signified  his  intention 
of  opposing  the  policy  of  the  Admin- 
istration, however,  the  Republican 
chances  of  success  brightened  consid- 
erably, and  that  party  began  to  dis- 
cuss Presidential  possibilities.  The 
list  included  Seward,  Fremont,  Banks, 
Chase,  and  Governor  Bissell,  of  Illi- 
nois. Seward  coveted  the  nomina- 
tion ;  yet  his  course  was  full  of  incon- 
sistencies, no  action  surprising  his 
colleagTies  more  than  his  advocacy  of 
the  army  bill,  which  was  introduced 
to  provide  additional  military  force 
made  necessary  by  the  Mormon 
troubles  in  Utah. 

Brigham  Young,  who  had  succeeded 
to  the  leadership  of  the  Mormons, 
established  himself  in  Utah,  ^\'ith 
headquarters  at  Salt  Lake  City.  The 
sect  gradually  increased,  and  in  1849 
an  attempt  was  made  to  organize  a 


State  under  the  name  of  Deseret,  a 
constitution  being  framed  and  sent  to 
Washington.  Congress  refused  as- 
sent to  the  Mormon  application,  but 
on  September  20, 1850,  after  Utah  was 
organized  into  a  Territory,  President 
Fillmore  appointed  Brigham  Young 
its  first  governor.*  Soon  afterward 
Young  showed  his  disregard  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  matters 
finally  coming  to  such  a  pass  that  the 
judges  of  the  Federal  courts  left  the 
Territory.  Thereupon  Colonel  Ed-\\'in 
J.  Steptoe  of  the  army  was  appointed 
governor  of  Utah,  reacliing  the  Terri- 
tory in  August  of  1854.  In  the  spring 
of  1855,  however,  after  a  short  and 
unsatisfactory  term  of  office,  he 
deemed  it  prudent  to  depart.  Other 
United  States  officers  found  the  Mor- 
mon climate  equally  uncongenial.  In 
February  of  1856  a  mob  of  Mormons 
broke  up  the  sessions  of  the  United 
States  court  at  Salt  Lake  City,  com- 
pelling Judge  Drummond  to  adjourn 
sine  die.  Considering  that  a  state  of 
practical  anarchy  existed.  President 


*  The  act  establishing  Territorial  government 
will  be  found  in  Thorpe,  Federal  and  Utate  Con- 
stitution, vol.  vi.,  pp.  3687-3693. 
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Buchanan  determined  to  remove 
Young  from  the  governorship  and  to 
use  the  United  States  forces  not  only 
to  this  end  but  to  protect  the  Federal 
officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
and  to  compel  obedience.  In  the 
spring  of  1857  Alfred  Cummings,  Su- 
perintendent of  Indian  Affairs,  was 
appointed  governor  of  Utah,  and  im- 
mediately took  up  his  duties. 

In  his  annual  message  of  Decem- 
l)er  8,  1857,*  Pi'esident  Buchanan  said 
that  he  had  sent  a  body  of  troops 
under  command  of  Colonel  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston  to  aid  in  enforcing 
order.  It  Avas  charged  that  the  Mor- 
mon hierarchy  had  incited  Indian 
tribes  to  atrocities  against  the  Gen- 
tile inhabitants,  while  their  own  Dan- 
ites,  or  destroying  angels,  had  bound 
themselves  by  oath  to  pillage  and 
murder  such  as  made  themselves 
obnoxious  to  the  theocracy. f  Young 
had  laid  in  a  store  of  provisions  ior 
three  years,  which  he  intended  to  con- 
ceal, if  necessary,  "  and  then  take  to 
the  mountains  and  bid  defiance  to  all 
the  powers  of  the  government."  The 
President  said  that  this  was  the  first 
rebellion  in  our  Territories  and  hu- 
manity required  that  it  be  suppressed 
so  firmly  as  to  make  it  the  last. 

Accordingly  he  recommended  that 
Congress  authorize  the  raising  of  four 
additional  regiments, J  in  the  mean- 
time ordering  a  detachment  of  regu- 


*  Eichardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
455. 

t  Sehouler,   United  States,  vol.  v.,  p.  399. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
456. 


lars  to  accompany  Governor  Cum- 
mings to  Utah  and  to  assist  the  civil 
officers  as  a  posse  comitatus  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws.  Captain  Van 
A'leit  was  sent  ahead  to  Utah  to  pur- 
chase provisions  for  the  troops,  to 
assure  the  Mormons  of  the  Govern- 
ment's peaceful  intentions  and  to 
state  that  the  troops  would  be  used 
only  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  on  requisition  by  the  civil  au- 
thorities. Van  Vliet  was  cordially  re- 
ceived by  Young,  but  Avas  not  per- 
mitted to  purchase  provisions  and 
was  informed  that  no  troops  would 
be  allowed  in  the  Territory.  On  Sep- 
tember 15,  1857,  Young  issued  a  proc- 
lamation in  the  style  of  an  independ- 
ent sovereign,  recapitulating  the  in- 
justices suffered  by  the  Mormons  dur- 
ing the  past  25  years,  complaining 
that  the  false  reports  of  anonjanous 
accusers  and  corrupt  officials  had  re- 
sulted in  the  letting  loose  upon 
them  of  "  an  armed  mercenary  mob," 
thus  compelling  them  to  seek  refuge 
"  under  the  primeval  law  of  slave 
preservation,"  and  calling  upon  all 
the  forces  in  the  Territory  to  "  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment's  notice  to  repel  any  and  all 
such  invasions."*  Early  in  Septem- 
ber of  1857  a  part  of  the  regular 
troops  left  Fort  Laramie  and,  late  in 
the  month,  crossed  Green  River.  In 
Young's  opinion  this  constituted  ac- 
tual invasion.  He  declared  that  the 
troops  might  remain  at  Black  Fork 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional   and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  pp.   147-148. 
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or  Green  River  unmolested  and  ob- 
tain the  necessary  sustenance  during 
wdnter  if  they  surrendered  their  arms, 
but  this  was  considered  only  a  new 
insult  and  provocation.  Daniel  H. 
Wells,  the  Mormon  commander-in- 
chief,  had  been  instructed  to  shed  no 
blood,  but  to  stampede  the  animals  of 
the  United  States  troops  on  their 
march,  to  set  fire  to  their  trains  and 
burn  the  grass  and  the  whole  country 
before  them  and  on  their  flanks,  to 
keep  them  from  sleeping  by  night-sor- 
ties, and  to  blockade  the  road  by  fell- 
ing trees  and  destroying  the  fords  of 
rivers,  etc.  These  orders  were 
promptly  and  successfully  carried  out. 
At  Green  River  on  October  4,  1857, 
the  Mormons  seized  and  burned  three 
supply  trains,  consisting  of  75  wagons 
loaded  with  pro\dsions  and  tents,  and 
captured  several  hundred  animals.* 

Colonel  Alexander,  in  command  of 
the  first  body  of  troops  to  arrive  in 
Utah,  had  intended  to  go  through 
Echo  Caiion  to  Salt  Lake  City,  150 
miles  from  his  camp  at  Ham's  Fork; 
but  the  Mormons  had  put  the  narrow 
ravine  in  such  a  complete  state  of 
defence  that  he  did  not  venture  to  risk 
a  battle  there,  choosing  instead  the 
road  over  Soda  Springs,  twice  as  long. 
Meanwhile  Colonel  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  placed  in  chief  command, 
determined  to  unite  the  troops  under 
Alexander  with  a  division  under  Colo- 
nel Smith,  but  before  he  could  do  this 


winter  came  on,  compelling  him  to 
postpone  the  expedition  until  spring. 
Therefore,  on  November  6,  Johnston 
set  out  for  Fort  Bridger,  about  12 
days'  journey  from  Salt  Lake  City; 
but  in  the  meantime,  in  order  to  de- 
prive the  Federal  troops  of  shelter 
after  their  long  and  fatiguing  march, 
the  Mormons  had  vacated  and  burned 
the  fort.  On  November  20  the  dra- 
goons under  Colonel  Cook  arrived  at 
the  fort  with  Governor  Cummings, 
after  many  horses  had  been  lost  and 
many  of  the  troops  themselves  had 
been  unfitted  for  active  service  by 
cold  or  hunger.*  Such  was  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  when  Congress  met. 
Buchanan  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  asked  Congress  for  ten  new  regi- 
ments, five  of  which  were  to  subju- 
gate the  Mormons ;  but  the  Lecompton 
controversy  in  Kansas  was  still  rag- 
ing and  the  use  of  Federal  troops  to 
put  down  the  Free  State  movement  in 
Kansas  had  caused  such  distrust  and 
irritation  that  none  but  the  Presi- 
dent's firmest  supporters  felt  inclined 
to  place  more  troops  at  his  dis- 
posal, t  Originally  $15,000,000  had 
been  granted  for  the  army,  and  now 
$8,000,000  more  was  requested.  On 
April  8,  by  a  vote  of  124  to  106,  the  bill 
was  rejected,  chiefly  because  the  third 
section,  which  did  not  refer  to  the 
army,  granted  extra  remuneration  to 
the  appointees  of  the  House,  contrary 
to    the    expressed    legal   prohibition. 


*  See  President  Buchanan's  Message  of  Decern-  •  Von  Hoist,   Constitutional  and  Political  His- 

ber  0,  1858,  in  Ricliardson,  Messages  and  Papers,       tory,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  149-150. 
vol.   v.,   p.   504.  I  Schouler,   United  States,  vol.  v.,   p.  400. 
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Nevertheless  the  bill  was  re-consid- 
ered the  next  day  and  passed  by  a 
vote  of  111  to  97.  Meanwhile  a 
bill  had  been  passed  authorizing  the 
President  to  accept  the  services  of 
two  regiments  of  volunteers,  but  on 
June  10  the  President  sent  a  message 
to  'Congress  stating  that  he  had  but 
just  received  word  from  Governor 
Cummings,  dated  May  2,  informing 
him  that  the  difficulties  with  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah  had  been  adjusted, 
that  the  reign  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  had  been  restored,  and  that 
therefore  the  two  regiments  of  volun- 
teers which  had  been  authorized 
would  not  be  needed.*  In  a  letter  to 
Colonel  Johnston,  dated  April  15, 
however,  Cimimings  stated  that  many 
Mormons  were  packing  up  their  prop- 
erty and  moving  away,  adding  that 
the  masses  had  announced  their  inten- 
tion of  applying  the  torch  indiscrimi- 
nately to  every  house  through  the 
country  as  soon  as  the  troops  should 
attempt  to  cross  the  mountains.! 

The  favorable  turn  in  the  Mormon 
affair  was  due  largely  to  the  efforts 
of  Colonel  Thomas  L.  Kane,  a  brother 
of  the  celebrated  explorer,  who,  on  his 
own  initiative,  undertook  to  mediate 
between  the  Government  and  Brig- 
ham  Young.  Kane  reached  Fort 
Bridger  on  March  12.  The  courage 
of  the  Mormons  had  then  begun  to 
ebb,  and  on  the  21st  Young  held  a 
special  council  in  the  Tabernacle  at 

•  For  the  message  see  Richardson,  Messages  and 
Papers,  vol.  v.,  p.  487. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  p.  256. 


which  the  futility  of  all  further  resist- 
ance to  the  United  States  was  dis- 
cussed. If  the  Government  would 
keep  the  troops  inactive  a  while  longer 
and  negotiate  with  the  Mormons, 
there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  reach- 
ing an  amicable  settlement.  Colonel 
Johnston  did  not  favor  a  temporizing 
policy;  but  early  in  April  Cummings 
and  Kane  went  to  Salt  Lake  City  and 
promised  that,  if  the  Mormons  w^ould 
submit,  the  troops  would  not  come 
into  the  vicinity  of  the  Settlement  and 
would  not  interfere  as  a  j^osse  comi- 
taius  until  all  other  means  had  been 
exhausted.* 

Meanwhile,  on  April  6,  Buchanan 
issued  a  proclamation  to  the  Mormons 
accusing  them  of  rebellion,  but  assur- 
ing them  that  pardon  would  be 
granted  to  all  who  would  submit. f 
This  proclamation  was  carried  to  the 
Mormons  by  two  commissioners  re- 
cently appointed  by  the  President 
(Powell  and  McCulloch),  who  arrived 
at  Salt  Lake  City  on  June  7.  On  June 
10  Young  and  other  elders  of  the 
church  conferred  with  the  commis- 
sioners, and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
United  States  troops  should  be  kept 
out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible  while 
Utah  remained  tranquil.  On  the  last 
day  of  the  month  the  new  governor, 
accompanied  by  Brigham  Young,  re- 
turned to  Salt  Lake  City  to  assume 
the  authority  which  was  fully  reeog- 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  pp.  257-258.  See  also  Stenhouse, 
Tlie  Rocky   Mountain   Saints. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
493-495. 
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nized.*  During  the  second  session  of 
the  Thirty-Fifth  Congress,  the  Mor- 
mons renewed  their  petitions  to  Con- 
gress for  immediate  admission  to  the 
Union  as  the  State  of  Deseret.  Should 
this  request  be  denied,  they  prayed  to 
have  the  organic  act  of  the  Territory 
so  amended  that  the  inhabitants  might 
choose  their  own  governor,  judges, 
and  other  officers.  Congress  ignored 
their  request.  There  was  no  further 
trouble,  however,  and  in  May  of  1860 
the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the 
Territory. 

In  the  fall  of  1858  a  new  legislature 
was  to  be  elected  in  Illinois  to  choose 
a  Senator  in  Douglas'  place.  Douglas' 
recent  actions  had  gained  him  the 
friendship  of  many  men  high  in  Re- 
publican councils,  and  nearly  all  the 
leading  "\Yestei-n  Republicans  desired 
that  Douglas  should  be  unopposed  in 
Illinois.  On  June  16,  1858,  however, 
the  Republican  State  convention  at 
Springfield  unanimously  nominated 
Lincoln. t  In  accepting  the  nomina- 
tion Lincoln  made  one  of  his  most 
carefully  prepared  speeches.  He  said 
that  four  years  had  passed  since  the 
policy  of  checking  anti-slavery  agi- 
tation had  been  initiated,  and  yet,  not 
only  had  the  avowed  object  not  been 
attained,  but  the  anti-slavery  agita- 
tion had  gained  force.  He  declared  it 
his  belief  that  the  Government  could 
not  endure  permanently  half-slave 
and  half-free.  He  did  not  expect,  he 
said,  the  Union  to  be  dissolved;  he 


did  not  expect  the  house  to  fall;  but 
he  did  expect  that  it  would  cease  to 
be  divided.  "  Either  the  opponents  of 
slavery  will  arrest  the  further  spread 
of  it,  and  place  it  where  the  public 
mind  shall  rest  in  the  belief  that  it  is 
in  the  course  of  ultimate  extinction; 
or  its  advocates  will  push  it  forward 
till  it  shall  become  alike  lawful  in  all 
the  States,  old  as  well  as  new  —  North 
as  well  as  South."* 

The  opening  notes  of  the  campaign 
were  favorable  to  Douglas.  The  can- 
vass began  with  an  unusual  flourish 
of  trumpets  and  an  almost  uninter- 
rupted sequence  of  music,  banners, 
salutes,  fireworks  and  orations,  f  Doug- 
las spoke  at  Chicago,  Bloomington, 
and  Springfield  on  July  9,  16,  and  17, 
respectively.!  The  Republicans  and 
their  candidate  were  equally  alert, 
and  Lincoln  replied  with  such  force 
and  success  as  portended  a  long  strug- 
gle. Finally  it  was  seen  that  Douglas ' 
fame  and  prestige  were  beginning  to 
incline  the  scale  in  his  favor. ||  More- 
over, the  Republicans  deemed  Lin- 
coln's declaration  regarding  the 
house-divided-against-itself  to  have 
been  a  tactical  mistake. §  Accord- 
ingly,  thinking  that  the   adroit  and 


*  Scliouler,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  401. 
t  Harris,  Negro  Servitude  in  Illinois,  p.  207. 


*  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
136-137;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  314- 
315;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  570-571;   Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  p.   1. 

t  Harris,  Negro  Servitude  in  Illinois,  pp.  20!)- 
210.  See  also  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  147  et 
seq. 

t  Excerpts  from  his  speeches  are  in  Flint,  Life 
of  Douglas,   p.   150  et  seq. 

II  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  361-362. 

§  Elson,  Side  Lights  on  American  History,  pp. 
318-319. 
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plausible  Douglas  could  be  better 
answered  if  the  two  candidates  spoke 
from  the  same  platform,  the  Republi- 
can leaders  decided  that  Lincoln 
should  challenge  Douglas  to  a  series 
of  joint  debates.  The  challenge  was 
sent  by  Lincoln  on  July  24,  and  in 
reply  Douglas  proposed  that  they 
meet  at  the  towns  of  Ottawa,  Free- 
port,  Jonesboro,  Charleston,  Gales- 
burg,  Quincy,  and  Alton.  Each 
speaker  was  alternately  to  open  and 
close  the  discussion;  Douglas  was  to 
speak  one  hour  at  Ottawa,  Lincoln 
was  to  make  reply  for  one  hour  and  a 
half,  and  then  Douglas  was  to  have  a 
half-hour  for  rejoinder;  likewise  Lin- 
coln was  to  open  and  close  at  Free- 
port,  and  so  on  alternately.*  Lincoln 
accepted  this  proposal  on  July  31. 

The  two  leaders  first  met  at  Ot- 
tawa on  August  21.  Lincoln  had  less 
of  the  oratorical  gift  than  Douglas 
and  lacked  the  personal  magnetism 
which  gave  his  opponent  such  a  large 
following.!  In  beginning  the  discus- 
sion Douglas  sneered  at  the  house-di- 
vided-against-itself  doctrine,  charged 
that  Ijincoln  was  an  abolitionist  be- 
cause he  had  opposed  the  Dred  Scott 
decision  and  had  construed  the  all- 
men-are-created-equal  clause  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  to  in- 
clude the  negro.  Douglas  declared 
that  the  Almighty  never  intended  the 
negro  to  be  the  equal  of  the  white 
man.     The  negro  belonged  to  an  in- 


*  Elson,  pp.  321-323.  The  complete  correspond- 
ence is  in  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  pp.  64-66. 

t  See  the  comparison  in  Harris,  Kegro  Servitude 
in  Illinois,   pp.  211-214. 


ferior  race,  he  declared,  and  must  al- 
ways occupy  an  inferior  position. 
Douglas  read  a  series  of  long  anti- 
slavery  resolutions  which  he  errone- 
ously alleged  Lincoln  had  taken  part 
in  framing  and  passing.  He  stated 
that  his  object  was  to  put  the  question 
to  Abraham  Lincoln  this  day, 
"  whether  he  now  stands  and  will 
stand  by  each  article  in  that  creed 
and  carry  it  out.  *  *  *  j  ^sk  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  to  answer  these  questions 
in  order  that  when  I  trot  him  down  to 
lower  Egypt  I  may  put  the  same  ques- 
tions to  him."* 

In  reply  to  Douglas '  attack,  Lincoln 
said  that  there  was  no  reason  why 
the  negro  was  not  entitled  to  all  the 
natural  rights  enumerated  in  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  —  life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
He  contended  that  the  negro  was  as 
much  entitled  to  these  essentials  as 
the  white  man,t  and  then  proceeded 
to  deal  with  Douglas'  criticism  of  his 
house-divided-against-itself  doctrine. 
He  said  that,  owing  to  agricultural, 
topographical,  and  climatic  differ- 
ences, there  were  local  institutions  in 
the  country,  in  great  variety,  which 
served  as  bonds  of  union,  producing 
in  one  section  what  was  needed  by 
another.  Hence  these  differences 
did  not  breed  discord,  but  constituted 
true  National  ties.  Slavery,  however, 
could  not  be  considered  as  among 
these  diversifications,  this  institution 

*  These  questions  and  Lincoln's  answers  will 
be  found  in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.   ii.,  pp.   1,56-157. 

t  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  p.  75, 
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never  liaving  united  tlie  country,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  having  always  been 
a  bone  of  contention  and  an  element 
of  discord.* 

Six  days  later  the  second  debate  oc- 
curred at  Freeport.  Lincoln  had 
frankly  answered  the  seven  questions 
put  to  him  by  Douglas,  and  in  his 
opening  speech  asked  Douglas  to 
answer  four,  in  his  turn.  These  were 
as  follows: 

1.  "If  the  people  of  Kansas  shall,  by  means 
entirely  unobjectionable  in  all  other  respects, 
adopt  a  State  constitution  and  ask  admission 
into  tlie  Union  under  it.  before  they  have  the 
requisite  number  of  inhabitants  according  to  the 
Knglish  bill  —  some  93,000  —  will  you  vote  to  ad- 
mit them? 

2.  "  Can  the  people  of  a  United  States  Terri- 
tory, in  any  lawful  way,  against  the  wish  of  any 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  exclude  slavery  from 
its  limits,  prior  to  the  formation  of  a  State  con- 
stitution? 

3.  "  If  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  shall  decide  that  States  cannot  exclude 
slavery  from  their  limits,  are  you  in  favor  of 
acquiescing  in.  adopting,  and  following  such  de- 
cision as  a  rule  of  political  action? 

4.  "Are  you  in  favor  of  acquiring  additional 
territory,  in  disregard  of  how  such  acquisition 
may  effect  the  nation  on  the  slavery  question?  "t 

The  most  important  of  these  ques- 
tions was  the  first.  The  popular  sov- 
ereignty of  the  Nebraska  Bill  had  been 
couched  in  vague  language  and  quali- 
fied with  the  proviso  that  it  was  "  sub- 
ject to  the  Constitution. ' '  The  caucus 
which  framed  that  document  had 
agreed,  as  a  compromise  between  the 


*  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  p.  76.  See  also 
Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  363-370. 

tXicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
168.  See  also  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  p.  90; 
Seymour  and  Thompson,  Lincoln  and  Douglas: 
the  Great  Freeport  Debate,  in  American  Law  Re- 
view, vol.  xxxix.,  pp.  161-177;  Edwin  K.  Sparks, 
The  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates  of  1S5S    (1908). 


Northern  and  Southern  Democrats, 
that  the  constitutional  limitations 
should  be  interpreted  by  Congress  and 
that  all  should  abide  by  its  action. 
The  Dred  Scott  decision  declared  that 
Congress  could  not  prohibit  slavery 
in  Territories  nor  authorize  a  Terri- 
torial legislature  to  do  so.  The  Dred 
Scott  decision  had  so  annihilated 
popular  sovereignty  that  in  his  rejDly 
it  was  necessary  for  Douglas  to  rec- 
oncile his  principle  of  popular  sover- 
eignty with  this  far-reaching  de- 
cision. In  his  answer,  therefore, 
Douglas  said: 

"  In  my  opinion  the  people  of  a  territory  can 
by  lawful  means  exclude  slavery  from  their  limits 
prior  to  the  formation  of  a  State  constitution. 
*  *  *  It  matters  not  what  way  the  Supreme 
Court  may  hereafter  decide  as  to  the  abstract 
question  whether  slavery  may  or  may  not  go 
into  a  territory  under  the  Constitution,  the  peo- 
ple have  the  lawful  means  to  introduce  it  or  ex- 
clude it,  as  they  please,  for  the  reason  that  slav- 
ery cannot  exist  a  day  or  an  hour  anywhere,  un- 
less it  is  supported  by  local  police  regulations. 
Those  police  regulations  can  only  be  established 
by  the  local  legislature;  and  if  the  people  are 
opposed  to  slavery  they  will  elect  representatives 
to  that  body  who  will  by  unfriendly  legis- 
lation effectually  prevent  the  introduction  of  it 
into  their  midst.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
for  it,  their  legislation  will  favor  its  extension. 
Hence,  no  matter  what  the  decision  of  tlie  Su- 
preme Court  may  be  on  that  abstract  question, 
still  the  right  of  the  people  to  make  a  slave  terri- 
tory or  a  free  territory  is  perfect  and  complete 
under  the  Nebraska  bill."  * 

Lincoln  answered  in  the  joint  de- 
bate at  Alton: 


*  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  p.  95 ;  Xicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  160-161.  See 
also  Elson,  Side  Lights  on  American  History,  p. 
328  et  seq.;  Harris,  Xegro  Servitude  in  Illinois, 
pp.  217-218;  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  161  et  scq. ; 
Johnson,   Life   of   Douglas,    pp.    372-373, 
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"  The  first  thing  I  ask  attention  to  is  the  fact 
that  Judge  Douglas  constantly  said,  before  the 
decision,  that  whether  they  could  or  not  [exclude 
slavery  from  the  terrltoi-y]  was  a  question  for 
the  Supreme  Court.  But  after  the  court  had 
made  the  decision  he  virtually  says  it  is  not  a 
question  for  the  Supreme  Court,  but  for  the 
people.  And  how  is  it  he  tells  us  they  can  ex- 
clude it?  He  says  it  needs  "  police  regulation ' 
and  that  admits  of  '  unfriendly  legislation.'  Al- 
though it  is  a  right  established  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  to  take  a  slave  into 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  hold 
him  as  property,  yet  unless  the  territorial  legis- 
lature will  give  unfriendly  legislation  and,  more 
especially,  if  they  adopt  unfriendly  legislation 
they  can  practically  exclude  him.  Now,  without 
meeting  this  proposition  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
pass  to  consider  the  real  constitutional  obligation. 
Let  me  take  the  gentleman  who  looks  me  in  the 
face  before  me,  and  let  us  suppose  that  he  is  a 
member  of  the  territorial  legislature.  The  first 
thing  he  will  do  will  be  to  swear  that  he  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
His  neighbor  by  his  side  in  the  territory  has 
slaves  and  needs  territorial  legislation  to  enable 
him  to  enjoy  that  constitutional  right.  Can  he 
withhold  the  legislation  which  his  neighbor  needs 
for  the  enjoyment  of  a  right  which  is- fixed  in  his 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  he  has  sworn  to  support?  Can  he  withhold 
it  without  violating  liis  oath?  And  more  espe- 
cially, can  he  pass  unfriendly  legislation  to  violate 
his  oath?  Why  this  is  a  monstrous  sort  of  talk 
about  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States!  "* 

It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  de- 
scribe every  meeting  in  detail.  Doug- 
las had  the  art  of  wriggUug  out  of 
tight  places,  so  that  when  a  charge 
was  refuted  he  could  re-frame  it  so 
diti'ereutly  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  pin  him  down  to  an  admission 
of  error. t    Otherwise  there  was  little 


*  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates,  pp.  234-23.5.  Lin- 
coln asked  also:  "  Has  Douglas  the  exclusive 
right,  in  this  country,  of  being  on  all  sides  of 
all  questions?" — Ibid,  p.  223. 

t Rhodes,  United  titates,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  329-330; 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History, 
vol.  vi.,  p.  290.  See  also  .Johnson,  Life  of  Doug- 
las, p.  37?  et  seq. 


variety  in  his  speeches;  he  was  con- 
tinually harjiing  on  the  all-men-are- 
created-equal  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Lincoln's  house-divided- 
agaiust-itself  doctrine.  The  greatest 
importance  of  these  debates  lies  in 
the  prominence  they  gave  Lincoln. 
His  speeches  were  printed  far  and 
wide  and  attracted  favorable  notice 
everywhere. 

There  never  had  been  such  a  cam- 
paign. In  the  hundred  days  between 
July  9  and  November  2,  1858,  Douglas 
made  130  speeches.*  Corwin,  Chase 
and  Colfax  assisted  Lincoln  in  the 
memorable  struggle,  while  Douglas 
had  to  fight  not  only  the  Republicans, 
but  the  entire  influence  of  the  Admin- 
istration. It  was  only  his  personal 
poi^ularity  that  saved  him  from  de- 
feat. When  the  canvass  closed  on  No- 
vember 7,  the  Republican  State  ticket 
was  elected  by  a  vote  of  125,430  to 
121,609  for  the  Douglas  Democrat  and 
5,071  for  the  Buchanan  Democrat.  In 
the  Legislature,  however,  the  majority 
was  the  other  way.  When  the  Sena- 
torial election  took  place  in  joint  ses- 
sion of  the  two  Houses  in  January  of 
1859,  Douglas  received  the  vote  of 
every  Democrat  (54  in  all),  whereas 
Lincoln  received  the  vote  of  every  Re- 
publican (46  in  all) ;  whereupon  Doug- 
las was  declared  elected  for  the  six 
years  beginning  March  4,  1859. t 


*  Kicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
146. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
164-165;  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  392; 
Rhodes,  United  Htates,  vol.  ii.,  p.  339;  Harris, 
Negro  Servitude  in  Illinois,  pp.  219-220. 
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The  results  of  the  October  elections 
in  other  States  (Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Iowa)  were  decidedly  ad- 
verse to  the  Administration.  Es- 
pecially was  this  the  case  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  the  Republicans,  Ameri- 
cans, and  anti-Lecompton  Democrats 
fused  and  won  a  sweeping  victory. 
Of  the  25  members  of  Congress, 
the  Administration  party  elected  but 
3.  Before  the  November  elections 
had  taken  place,  Seward  had  deliv- 
ered a  speech  at  Rochester  which  be- 
came celebrated  as  a  phillipic  against 
the  Democratic  party  and  its  espousal 
of  slavery.  In  this  speech  Seward  put 
in  another  form  Lincoln's  house-di- 
vided-against-itself  doctrine.  He  con- 
trasted the  blessings  of  freedom  with 
the  evils  of  slavery,  sajdng  that  it 
was  an  "  ii'repressible  conflict  "  be- 
tween opposing  and  enduring  forces 
and  that  the  United  States  would 
sooner  or  later  become  either  a  slave- 
holding  or  free-labor  nation.*     This 


*  Southerners  also  recognized  this.  On  ilay 
6,  1856,  tlie  Richmond  Enquirer  said:  "Social 
forms  so  widely  differing  as  those  of  domestic 
slavery  and  (attempted)  universal  liberty  can- 
not long  co-exist  in  the  great  republic  of  Chris- 
tendom. They  cannot  be  equally  adapted  to  the 
wants  and  interests  of  society.  The  one  form  or 
tiie  other  must  be  very  wrong,  very  ill  suited  to 
promote  the  quiet,  the  peace,  the  happiness,  the 
morality,  the  religion,  and  general  well-being  of 
communities.  Disunion  will  not  allay  excitement 
and  investigation,  much  less  beget  lasting  peace. 
The  war  between  the  two  systems  rages  every- 
where, and  will  continue  to  rage  till  the  one  con- 
quers and  the  other  is  exterminated.  If,  with  dis- 
union, we  could  have  '  the  all  and  end  all  there,' 
the  inducement  would  be  strong  to  attempt  it. 
But  such  a  measure  would  not  inspire  our  Euro- 
pean and  American  adversaries  with  additional 
zeal." 


speech  exerted  a  great  influence,  so 
that  when  the  November  elections 
came  the  North  condemned  the  Ad- 
ministration in  unmistakable  lan- 
guage. In  Pennsylvania  the  prostra- 
tion of  the  iron  industry  had  much  to 
do  with  the  political  result,  which  was 
attributed  by  the  Republicans  of  that 
State  to  the  tariff  bill  enacted  in 
March  of  1857.  In  the  Northwest,  in 
the  New  England  States,  and  in  New 
York  the  tariff  question  received  little 
attention.  Hence  there  Avas  but  one 
explanation  of  the  result;  the  people 
desired  to  censure  Buchanan's  Le- 
compton  policy  and  to  show  their  dis- 
approval of  his  leaning  toward  South- 
ern doctrines.  * 

This  was  the  situation  when  the 
second  session  of  the  Thirty-Fifth 
Congress  convened  on  December  6 
and  received  the  President's  annual 
message,  the  most  important  section 
of  which  advocated  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba  in  order  to  stamp  out  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  t  Accordingly,  on  Jan- 
uary 10,  1859,  Slidell  reported  a  bill 
from  the  Committee  on' Foreign  Rela- 
tions to  appropriate  $30,000,000  for  the 
purpose  stated  by  Buchanan.  J  This 
would  enable  him  to  take  immediate 
action  in  case  negotiations  with  Spain 
for  the  purchase  of  the  island  (at  a 
cost  not  exceeding  $125,000,000)  were 


*  Rhodes,   United  States,   vol.   A.,  pp.   342-346. 

t  liichardson.  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
510. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  612.  The  report  of  the  committee  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  bill  is  in  Conf/ressional  Globe, 
35tli  Congress,  2d  session,  app.,  pp.  90-!t5. 
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successful.  The  bill  was  warmly  dis- 
cussed and  various  amendments  and 
substitutes  were  suggested.  In  the 
course  of  the  debate  it  came  to  lisht 
that  the  Southerners  were  willing  to 
give  from  $li!5,000,000  to  $200,000,000 
for  the  island,  but  that,  if  they  could 
not  buy  it,  they  were  willing  to  take 
it  and  talk  about  it  afterwards.  *  At 
the  close  of  the  debate  a  motion  was 
made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
Senate.  This  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative (30  to  18),  but  the  next  day  Sli- 
dell  withdrew  his  bill,  since  he  was 
satisfied  that  it  could  not  be  passed 
without  the  sacrifice  of  the  appropri- 
ation bills.  At  the  same  time  he  in- 
timated that  it  was  his  intention  to 
bring  it  forward  at  the  next  session,  t 
On  the  last  day  of  the  session  Bu- 
chanan's appeal  to  Congress  to  pre- 
serve the  public  credit  by  pro\ading 
for  the  deficit  in  the  Treasury,  re- 
specting which  nothing  had  as  yet 
been  done,  was  taken  up.  At  the 
eleventh  hour  an  issue  of  $20,000,000 
of  Treasury  notes  was  authorized,  but 
as  the  two  Houses  had  fallen  into  a 
dispute    regarding    their    respective 

*  Albert  G.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  said:  "  I  am 
for  the  acquisition  of  Cuba,  and  I  want  to  ad- 
vertise to  all  the  world  tliat  we  mean  to  have  it, 
peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must.  I  am 
willing  to  pay  for  it,  or  I  am  willing  to  fight  for 
it.  I  would  advertise  to  the  world  that  we  mean 
to  have  it;  and  I  look  upon  this  bill  as  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  advertisement  that  the  United 
States  desire  Cuba  and  mean  to  have  it." — Con- 
gressional Globe,  Sotli  Congress,  2d  session,  p. 
1363. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  Bis- 
tort/, vol.  vi.,  p.  347. 


rights  and  powers,  the  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  was  lost.  On  March  24 
the  Thirty-Fifth  Congress  came  to  a 
close,  with  the  principal  business  be- 
fore it  at  its  last  session  undisposed 
of. 

Hardly  had  Congress  adjourned 
when  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  was 
brought  prominently  before  the  pub- 
lic. Oberlin,  Oliio,  was  an  important 
station  on  the  Underground  Railroad, 
and  the  college  situated  there  was  es- 
pecially noted  for  its  strong  anti-slav- 
ery opinions  and  deep  religious  con- 
\'ictions.*  In  September  of  1858  a 
slave-catcher,  while  seeking  some  of 
his  own  fugitive  slaves  at  Oberlin, 
chanced  upon  a  negro  named  John 
who  had  fled  from  a  Kentucky  neigh- 
bor more  than  two  years  previously. 
Jennings,  the  slave-catcher,  procured 
the  necessary  papers  and  the  assist- 
ance of  the  proper  officials ;  but  fear- 
ing trouble  if  the  arrest  were  made  in 
the  village,  he  decoyed  the  negro  a 
short  distance  from  Oberlin,  there 
seized  him,  and  carried  him  to  Wel- 
lington. News  of  the  capture  spread 
quickly  and  a  crowd  of  men,  many  of 
them  armed,  proceeded  to  Wellington 
and  released  the  negro.  Under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1850,  37  men 
were  indicted  for  the  rescue  of  the 
fugitive,  among  them  being  a  Sunday- 
school  superintendent,  a  professor, 
and  several  students  of  the  college.  A 
strack  jury  was  demanded,  and,  as  the 
law  was  plain  and  the  evidence  clear, 

*  Siebert,   The   Underground   Railroad,   p.   07. 
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the  verdict  was  "  guilty."    Until  the 
end  of  the  Bushnell  trial  the  men  in- 
dicted had  been  released  upon  recog- 
nizance, but  now  they  determined  not 
to  enter  recognizance  nor  to  give  their 
word  of  honor  to  the  marshal  that  they 
would  appear  when  wanted.    Accord- 
ingly they  were  placed  in  jail.  Samuel 
Bushnell  was  sentenced  to  a  fine  of 
$600  and  costs,  and  imprisonment  for 
60  days;  and  Charles  Langston  was 
sentenced  to  a  fine  of  $100  and  costs, 
and  imprisonment  for  20  days.  Mean- 
while   the    grand    juiy    of    Lorain 
County,    under   a    statute   passed   in 
1857,  had  indicted  the  slave-catchers 
for  kidnapping  the  negro  John  and 
attempting  to  carry  him  out  of  the 
State  in  an  unlawful  manner.     The 
men  were  arrested,  but,  after  negotia- 
tions, the  Lorain  County  authorities 
consented   to   dismiss   the   suits   and 
agreed,    besides,    to    enter    a    nolle 
prosequi    in    the    remaining    rescue 
cases.      The   Oberlin   prisoners   were 
then  released  and  given  an  enthusi- 
astic reception.     A  few   days   later, 
upon  his  return  home  after  serving 
his  sentence,  Bushnell  also  was  given 
a  rousing  welcome.* 

Meanwhile  several  events  had  oc- 
curred in  the  South  which  brought  the 
subject    of   the    Mrican    slave    trade 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  361-366; 
J.  R.  Shepherd,  History  of  the  Oberlin-Wellington 
Rescue;  Siebert,  The  Underground  Railroad,  pp. 
335-337;  James  H.  Fairchild,  Oberlin  — The  Col- 
ony and  the  College  (1883);  Lida  R.  McCabe, 
The  Oherliri-Wellington  Rescue,  in  Godcy's  Maga- 
zine (October,  1896). 
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more  prominently  before  the  public. 
On  August  21,  1858,  a  United  States 
vessel  had  captured  a  slaver  named 
the  Eclio,  bound  for  Cuba,  with  300 
African  negroes  aboard.     The  vessel 
was  taken  to  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  an  arrangement  was  made' 
with  the  Colonization  Society  to  trans- 
port the  negroes  to  Africa.  When  the 
crew  of  the  Edio  was  brought  before 
the  court,  the  grand  jury  failed  to  find 
a  bill  against  them,  but  on  reconsider- 
ation they  were  indicted  for  piracy 
under  the  statute  of  1820;  yet,  when 
they  were  tried,  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdict  of  "not  guilty."*     Senator 
Hammond,  of  South  Carolina,  asserted 
that  the  people  of  his  State  were  op- 
posed to  the  execution  of  the  laws  con- 
cerning the  slave  trade,  for  it  seemed 
to  them  inconsistent  to  condemn  men 
to  death  merely  for  importing  slaves 
when  slaves  were  daily  bought  and 
sold  in  the  places  into  which   they' 
were  imported.    A  similar  case  arose 
in  December  of  1858,  when  the  yacht 
Wanderer  landed   300  negroes  from 
Africa  at  Brunswick,  Georgia.    These 
were  sold  and  distributed  throughout 
the  State,  some  of  them  being  taken 
as  far  as  Memphis,  Tennessee.!     The 
attorney-general  and  the  Federal  au- 
thorities in  Georgia  took  measures  to 
punish  the  offenders;  the  owner  and 
the  captain  of  the  yacht  and  several 


*  See  President  Buchanan's  message,  December 
6,  1858,  in  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol. 
v.,  pp.  527-529. 

t  Spears.  The  American  Slave  T7-ade,  pp.  199- 
204. 
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others  were  indicted,  though  no  jury 
could  be  found  to  convict  them.* 

In  May  of  1859  a  convention  met 
at  Pittsburg  to  deUberate  on  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Southwest.     At  this  con- 
vention it  was  resolved  that  all  laws, 
State  and  Federal,  which  prohibited 
the  African  slave  trade  ought  to  be 
repealed.     The  vote  in  favor  of  the 
resolution  was  40,  cast  by  the  dele- 
gates from  Georgia,  Arkansas,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
and  a  part  of  South  Carolina,  while 
the  19  votes  registered  against  the  res- 
.olution  came  fram  Tennessee,  Florida, 
and  the  rest  of  the  South  Carolina  del- 
egation, f    This  Pittsburg  convention 
may  be  regarded  as  representing  the 
extreme   political    sentiments    of   the 
South.    Other  declarations  were  made 
by  men  prominent  among  the  South- 
ern politicians,  and  were  equally  radi- 
cal.   Stephens,  on  retiring  from  Con- 
gress,   issued    an    address    compara- 
tively moderate  in  tone  but  agreeing 
in   substance  with  the  more   radical 
views  of  his  constituents,  especially 
in  urging  the  need  of  increasing  the 
number  of  Africans  so  as  to  compete 
with  the  North  in  colonizing  the  Terri- 
tories.    Eobert   Barnwell   Rhett,    of 
South  Carolina,  in  a  Fourth  of  July 
address,  took  the  extreme  ground  on 
the  subject  of  State  rights.    With  un- 
usual  candor,   he   declared   that   the 
South  must  control  the  Government 
or  fall,  urging  this  as  the  one  issue 

•Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp-  367-368; 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History, 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  338-339. 

t  DeBow's  Review,  vol.  xxvii.,  p.  99. 


for  the  next  Presidential  campaign. 
He  said,  among  other  things : 

"  Our   first   great   duty   is   to   place   the   South 
above  and  beyond  the  power  of  the  North.     First 
make  our  property  safe  under  our  own   control, 
before  we  decide  as  to  measures  for  its' 'increase 
or  extension.     After  our  safety   is  accomplished, 
it  will  be  time  enough  for  the  South  to  detefmin-? 
on  measures  most  expedient  to  promote  her  agri- 
cultural   interests    or    advance   her   general    pros- 
perity.    If  our  rights  are  victorious  in  the  next 
Bresidential    election,   we   may   consider    it   as    a 
kind   augury    of    a    more    auspicious    future.      If 
they  are  overthrown,  let  this  be  the  last  contest 
between  the  Xorth  and  the  South,  and  the  long 
weary  night  of  our  diaiionor  and  humiliation  be 
dispersed  at  last  by  the  glorious  dayspring  of  a 
Southern  Confederacy." 

Subsequently  Jefferson  Davis  spoke 
to  the  Democratic  State  convention  of 
Mississippi  mainly  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade.     He  de- 
nounced the  law  of  1820  declaring  the 
trade  to  be  piracy,  and  asserted  that 
nothing  could  "  justify  the  govern- 
ment  in   branding   as   infamous    the 
source  from  which  the  chief  part  of 
the  laboring  population  of  the  South 
is  derived. ' '    He  held  that  the  normal 
condition  of  servitude  was  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  the  black  race ;  that 
legislation  regarding  the  importation 
of  negroes  should  be  left  to  the  States ; 
that  slavery  in  the  Territories  ought 
to  be  protected  by  law;  and  that  the 
acquisition  of  Cuba  was  most  desir- 
able,   particularly    if    the    Southern 
States  formed  a  separate  confeder- 
acy —  and  this  was  not  a  mere  theo- 
retical consideration,  since  the  Union 
ought  to  be  chssolved  if  the  Republi- 
cans  elected  their  candidate  on  the 
platform  of  Mr.  Seward's  Rochester 
speech. 
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During  the  summer  Senator  Doug- 
las was  asked  if  his  friends  might  use 
his  name  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency in  the  National  Democratic 
convention  to  be  held  at  Charleston. 
Though  he  avowed  himself  to  be 
thoroughly  devoted  to  the  time-hon- 
ored principles  of  the  party,  he  said 
he  could  not  accept  the  nomination  if 
any  attempt  were  made  * '  to  interpo- 
late into  the  creed  of  the  party  such 
new  issues  as  the  revival  of  the  Afri- 
can slave  trade,  or  a  Congressional 
slave  code  for  the  territories,  or  the 
doctrine  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  either  establishes  or 
prohibits  slavery  in  the  territories 
beyond  the  power  of  the  people  legally 
to  control  it  as  other  property."* 

On  October  17, 1859,  while  the  Eepub- 
licans  were  winning  election  af  t«r  elec- 
tion, the  country  was  startled  by  the 
wild  attempt  of  John  Brown  to  induce 
an  uprising  of  slaves  in  Virginia. 
Brown  had  long  been  dissatisfied  with 
the  "  milk  and  water  principles  "  of 
the  abolitionists  and  had  resolved  to 
devote  his  life  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  by  forcible  means. t  His  band 
of  Kansans  having  been  dispersed  by 
United  States  troops,  Brown  came 
east  in  January  of  1857  to  appeal  for 
arms  and  supplies  to  organize  and 
equip  a  company  of  100  minute  men 
to  be  ready  on  call  to  rush  to  the  de- 
fence of  freedom.  His  appeal  met 
with  feeble  response,  though  he  did 


♦  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,   pp.   217-218. 

t  Wilson,  Rite  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  588-589 ;  Merriam,  The  Negro  and  the 
Nation,  p.  159. 


receive  considerable  clothing  and 
some  money.  Early  in  1858  Brown 
again  went  east  to  procure  means  for 
the  execution  of  his  design.  One  of 
the  most  astonishing  facts  connected 
with  the  affair  is  the  high  character 
of  the  men  he  induced  to  join  him  in 
the  conspiracy  against  the  laws  of 
their  common  country.  These  in- 
cluded Gerrit  Smith,  the  rich  phil- 
anthropist, Theodore  Parker,  the 
preacher,  Balph  W.  Emerson,  Thomas 
Wentworth  Higginson  (later  an  au- 
thor of  a  good  deal  of  note),  Frank  B. 
Sanborn,  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  and  others.* 
The  first  step  in  this  direction  was 
the  organization  of  a  secret  league  on 
Canadian  soil.  For  this  purpose 
Brown  went  to  Eochester,  where  he 
kept  himself  concealed  in  the  home  of 
Frederick  Douglass.  Immediately  on 
his  arrival  he  wrote  to  Higginson  that 
he  wdshed  to  secure  $500  or  $800 
wdthin  the  next  60  days  for  a  most 
important  undertaking.  After  some 
correspondence.  Brown  expressed  a 
desire  for  a  full  and  complete  con- 
ference with  his  friends;  but  as 
neither  Parker,  Higginson  nor  Stearns 
could  spare  the  time,  Sanborn  was 
sent  to  meet  Brown  at  the  home  of 
Gerrit  Smith  in  Peterboro,  New 
York.f  Sanborn  reached  Peterboro 
on  February  22, 1858,  and  Brown  soon 
made  his  plans  known.  With  a  small 
body  of  trusted  men,  he  proposed  to 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  385;  Wilson, 
Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii.,  p.  590; 
Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii., 
p.  218. 

t  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  p. 
438. 
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raise  the  standard  of  revolt  and  liber- 
ation somewhere  in  the  mountains  of 
Virginia,  whence  he  could  then  make 
incursions  down  into  the  cultivated 
districts  to  liberate  the  slaves,  who 
would  be  armed  as  soon  as  liberated. 
If  at  the  worst  he  were  driven  from 
the  mountains,  he  would  retreat  with 
his  followers  through  the  free  States 
to  Canada.*    Accordingly  he  had  pre- 
pared a  scheme  of  provisional  govern- 
ment  entitled   ' '  Provisional    Consti- 
tution and  Ordinances  for  the  People 
of  the  United  States."     In  reading 
this,  Brown  explained  that  he  did  not 
look  to  any  overthrow  of  States  or 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  but  simply 
to  amendment  and  appeal.    It  was  not 
a  project  of  government  but  an  out- 
line  of   rules   for   a  proposed  slave 
insurrection.     In  order  to  make  the 
enterprise  successful,  he  needed  800 
young  men.    If  these  were  furnished 
at  once,  he  could  begin  operations  in 

May.t 

As  Brown  disclosed  his  plan  to  the 
little  council,  liis  friends  were  hor- 
rified and  dumbfounded,  not  only  at 
the  audacity  but  at  the  hopelessness 
of  such  a  wild  attempt,  and  all  did 
their  best  to  dissuade  him  from  his 
purpose;!  but  he  met  all  their  objec- 


•Hinton,  John  Brown   and  Bis  Men,  app.,  pp. 
673-675;    Redpath,  Public  Life  of  Captain  John 
Broini,  pp.  203-205. 

t  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  pp. 
438-439;  Mason's  Report,  pp.  121-125;  Life  of 
Frederick  Douglass,  pp.  279-420;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  196-198;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
vii.,  p.  24;   Rhodes,  United  folates,  vol.  ii.,  p.  386. 

J  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  590. 


tions  mth  his  favorite  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture, his  selected  proverbs,  and  by 
many  plausible  arguments.*  The  en- 
thusiasm and  confidence  of  Brown 
almost  persuaded  his  friends;  the 
longer  they  listened  the  more  they  felt 
the  power  that  lies  in  absolutely  un- 
shakable conviction.  Though  they 
were  not  coimnced,  they  saw  that  it 
would  be  vain  to  oppose  him,  and  be- 
Ueved  that  they  should  not  refuse  to 
aid  him  in  securing  the  necessary 
money.  Gerrit  Smith  said  to  Sanborn : 

"You  see  how  it  is;  our  dear  old  friend  has 
made  up  his  mind  to  this  course  and  cannot  be 
turned  from  it.  We  cannot  give  him  up  to  die 
alone.  We  must  support  him.  I  will  raise  so 
many  hundred  dollars  for  him;  you  must  lay  the 
case  before  your  friends  in  Massachusetts  and 
perhaps  they  will  do  the  same.  I  see  no  other 
way."  t 

Sanborn  then  returned  to  Boston 
to  perform  his  part  in  the  undertak- 
ing, and  a  fund  of  $1,000  was  raised 
within  the  next  two  months  and  sent 
to    Brown.      Everything    seemed    to 
favor  the  project,  when  suddenly  an 
unexpected  check  came.  Hugh  Forbes 
(a  person  originally  engaged  to  train 
Brown's  forces,  but  subsequently  dis- 
missed by  Brown)    being  unable  to^ 
obtain  money  from  Brown's  friends, 
divulged  to  Senators  Seward  and  Wil- 
son at  Washington  the  unlawful  ob- 
ject of  Brown's  project,  stating  also 
that  he  intended  to  use  rifles  belong- 
ing to  the  Massachusetts  State  Kan- 
sas Committee.     Wilson  immediately 
wrote  to  Dr.  Howe  protesting  against 

♦Redpath,  Life  of  John  Brown,  p.  206;  San- 
born, in  Atlantic  Monthly    (July,  1872),  p.  52. 

t  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  p. 
439. 
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such  use  and  advising  that  the  200 
Sharps  rifles  and  200  revolvers  which 
had  been  intrusted  to  Brown  for  the 
defence  of  Kansas  should  be  taken 
from  his  custody*  On  May  14,  1858, 
Stearns,  the  chairman  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Committee,  warned 
Brown  that  no  use  was  to  be  made  of 
the  arms  other  than  to  defend  Kan- 
sas, f  Brown  hurried  to  Boston  for 
consultation,  but  at  a  meeting  at- 
tended by  Smith,  Parker,  Howe, 
Stearns,  and  Sanborn  it  was  decided 
that,  to  allay  suspicion,  the  attack  on 
slavery  in  Virginia  should  be  post- 
poned and  that  Brown  should  return 
to  Kansas  to  await  a  more  favorable 
opportunity.  J 

Brown  yielded,  reappearing  in  Kan- 
sas in  June.  Prior  to  his  arrival 
another  bloody  deed,  the  so-called 
Hamilton  or  trading-post  murder  of 
May  19,  had  been  perpetrated,  and 
Kansas  was  again  in  a  state  of  great 
excitement.  C.  A.  Hamilton,  a  Geor- 
gia leader  of  a  pro-slavery  band,  had 
made  a  blacklist  of  persons  he  thought 
deserved  death  for  their  activities  in 
the  Free  Soil  cause.  In  a  raid  he  had 
taken  a  number  of  prisoners  and, 
selecting  11,  shot  them  in  cold  blood, 
without     trial     or     ceremony.      The 


*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Hlave  Poicer,  vol.  ii., 
p.  502. 

t  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol. 
ii.,  .pp.  218-219. 

t  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  p. 
456  et  scq.;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
388-389;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  26-27;  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  201-202.  See  also 
the  testimony  in  Mason's  Report. 


country  was  still  excited  by  this 
bloody  deed  when  Brown  entered  the 
Territory,  but  no  opportunity  for  re- 
taliation presented  itself  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  Learning  that  five 
negroes  were  to  be  sold  and  sent  away 
from  a  Missouri  plantation.  Brown, 
on  December  20,  crossed  the  Missouri 
line  \\dth  a  small  company,  liberated 
the  five  slaves,  then  fell  upon  other 
plantations  and  carried  away  six  more 
slaves  as  booty.  In  this  escapade  one 
of  the  slave-owners  Avas  shot.  The 
governor  of  Missouri  put  a  price  of 
$3,000  on  Brown's  head.*  Brown  was 
pursued,  but  he  defeated  one  party  of 
pursuers,  and  finally,  on  March  12, 
1859,  after  passing  safely  through 
Kansas,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  saw  Ms  party  ferried  across 
from  Detroit  to  Windsor,  Canada,  f 

Meanwhile  the  contributions  from 
the  Boston  committee  had  swelled 
from  $1,000  to  several  thousand  dol- 
lars, while  the  recruits  had  slightly 
increased  in  number.  J  Gradually  also 
Brown  resolved  upon  some  radical 
changes  in  his  plan,  viz,  that,  instead 
of  plunging  at  once  into  the  Virginia 
mountains,  to  begin  by  the  capture 


•Carr,  Missouri,  pp.  252-255. 

t  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  p. 
480  et  seq.;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  28;  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  389-390;  Siebert,  The  Under- 
ground Railroad,  pp.  162-165;  Redpath,  Public 
Life  of  Captain  John  Broimi,  pp.  219-221 ;  Mc- 
Dougall,  Fugitive  Slaves,  pp.  51-52;  Hinton,  John 
Broun  and  Bis  Men,  pp.  30-32,  221-222;  I.  B. 
Richman,  John  Brown  Among  the  Quakers,  and 
Other  Sketches,  pp.  46-48. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
ii.,   p.  593. 
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of  the  United  States  armory  and 
arsenal  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Evidently 
this  change  was  made  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  followers,  for  none 
of  the  committee,  save  Sanborn,  had 
any  intimation  that  the  blow  might  be 
struck  at  Harper's  Ferry.* 

Having  decided  on  this  course, 
Brown  assumed  the  name  of  Smith 
and,  with  his  two  sons  (Ow^en  and 
Oliver),  and  another  party,  set  out  for 
Virginia.  Brown  passed  himself  off 
as  a  farmer  wishing  to  buy  land  in 
the  vicinity.  On  July  4,  1859,  the 
little  party  appeared  at  Harper's 
Ferry  and  soon  after  rented  the  Ken- 
nedy farm  on  the  Maryland  side  of 
the  Potomac,  less  than  four  miles 
from  Harper's  Ferrj^  where  he  col- 
lected his  war  material.  Everything 
was  at  last  ready,  and  on  Sunday 
evening,  October  16,  Brown  gave  his 
final  orders,  directing  his  men  to  take 
no  life  if  they  could  possibly  avoid  it. 
At  about  8  o  'clock  in  the  evening,  with 
18  followers,  5  of  whom  were  negroes, 
the  little  party,  armed  to  their  teeth, 
started  toward  Harper's  Ferry.  On 
reaching  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road bridge  the  watchman  was  made 
a  prisoner  and  a  guard  left  there. 
Eeaching  Harper's  Ferry  about  11 
o'clock.  Brown  and  his  followers 
broke  into  the  United  States  annory, 
seized  the  watchmen  and  took  the 
arsenal  near  by,  where  the  public  arms 
were  deposited,  and  the  rifle  works 


half  a  mile  away  on  the  Shenandoah 
River.     To   secure  hostages,   Brown 
then  sent  scouting  parties  in  different 
directions  to  bring  in  some  prominent 
citizens  with  their  negroes.    This  was 
accomplished  before  daylight  and  all 
were  brought  as  prisoners  to  Brown 
at  the  armory.    Thus  far  all  had  gone 
well  and  by  midnight  the  place,  whose 
inhabitants  had  no  suspicion  of  what 
was    going    on,    was    completely    in 
Brown's  power  without  a  shot  having 
been  fired  or  a  drop  of  blood  shed. 
About     midnight     a     railway     train 
arrived  and  was  stopped  by  the  guard 
at  the  bridge,  but  Brown  allowed  the 
train  to  proceed  and  within  two  or 
three    hours    the    new^s    of    the    raid 
reached  Washington.     Early  in   the 
morning  Brown  made   several  more 
prisoners  of  men  on  their  way  to  work 
and  held  them  as  hostages.    Soon  the 
people  began  to  realize  that  a  hostile 
force  was  in  possession  of  most  of  the 
available  fire-arms.  Accordingly  those 
citizens  who  possessed  squirrel  rifles 
and    shotguns    organized    themselves 
into    companies,    and    as    the    alarm 
spread    militia    organizations    from 
neighboring   towns    hastened   to    the 
scene.     Soon  fighting  began  and  men 
fell  on  both  sides.* 

Brown  might  then  have  easily  es- 
caped to  the  mountains.  His  men 
urged  him  to  take  advantage  of  this 
opportunity,    but    he    declined,    evi- 


*  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  pp. 
450,  545-,  Frothingliam.  Life  of  Gerrit  Smith,  p. 
254. 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  "His- 
torij,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  31-33;  Rhodes,  United  States, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  393-395;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,   vol.   ii.,  pp.   204-20G. 
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dently  thinking  that  he  could  remain 
in   his  present   situation  indefinitely 
and  dictate  terms  at  his  leisure.    By 
noon  his  retreat  to  Maryland  was  cut 
off  and  the  squad  in  the  rifle  works 
had  been  driven  out,  killed,  or  cap- 
tured, so  Brown  then  withdrew  the 
remnant  of  his  forces  with  his  prin- 
cipal hostages  into  the  engine  house 
in  the  armory  yard.    This  was  barri- 
caded as  well  as  possible,  the  doors 
and  windows  being  barred  and  port- 
holes being  cut  through  the  brick  wall. 
A  summons  of  surrender  was  sent  to 
him,  to  be  flatly  rejected.     The  firing 
from  the  outside  now  became  terrible, 
continuing  throughout  the  day.     One 
of     Brown's      sons     was     mortally 
wounded,   and   during  the   afternoon 
the   other  was  killed  instantly.     By 
this  time  the  whole  country  had  be- 
come aroused  and  military  companies 
began  to  pour  into  Harper's  Ferry. 
Brown  then  parleyed  for  leave  to  re- 
treat across  the  river  on  condition  of 
surrendering  his  prisoners,  but  it  was 
too    late.     President    Buchanan    had 
ordered  a  detachment  of  80  marines 
from    the    Washington    navy    yard, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Eobert  E. 
Lee,  and  these  arrived  on  the  scene 
during  the  evening,  being  stationed  in 
the  armory  yard  so  as  to  cut  off  the 
insurgents  from  all  retreat.  Not  wish- 
ing to  put  the  lives  of  the  prisoners 
in   jeopardy,   Lee    postponed    opera- 
tions until  Tuesday  morning.  He  then 
requested   Brown   to    surrender   and 
throw  himself  on  the  mercy   of  the 
Government,  but  Brown  replied  that 


he  preferred  to  die  on  the  spot. 
Therefore  Lee's  troops  formed  a 
storming  party,  soon  battered  in  the 
door  of  the  engine  house,  and  in  five 
minutes  the  conflict  was  over.  Brown 
was  cut  down  by  the  sword,  receiving 
several  wounds  on  the  head  and  also 
a  bayonet  thrust  in  the  body.  He  and 
his  followers  were  quickly  taken  into 
custody.  Of  Brown's  total  force  of 
22  men,  10  were  killed,  5  escaped  and 

7  were  captured,  tried  and  hanged. 
Of  the  town  people,  5  were  killed  and 

8  were  wounded,  and  of  the  marines 
1  was  killed.* 

The  sensation  created  North  and 
South  by  this  affair  may  well  be 
imagined.  The  conspirators,  alarmed 
at  their  suspected  complicity,  imme- 
diately destroyed  all  compromising 
correspondence.!  Governor  Wise  was 
reported  to  have  made  a  requisition 
on  the  governor  of  New  York  for  Ger- 
rit  Smith.  His  house  was  guarded,  but 
so  great  was  the  nervous  tension  that 
his  mind  gave  way  and  he  had  to  be 
taken  to  the  insane  asylum,  f  Howe, 
Douglass,  Sanborn  and  Stearns  fled  to 
Canada,  but  Higginson  stayed  at  Wor- 
cester.ll  John  Brown  was  indicted  by 
the  grand  jury  on  October  25  and  the 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  iii.,  pp.  34-36:  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  207-208;  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  395-396. 

t  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Broicm,  p. 
514. 

t  Frothingham,  Life  of  Smith,  pp.  243-245. 

II  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Broim,  p. 
514;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  605. 
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next  day  was  arraigned  for  trial  be- 
fore the  circuit  court  of  Jefferson 
County,  Virginia,  which  was  then 
sitting  at  Charlestown,  about  ten  miles 
distant  from  Harper's  Ferry.  Brown 
frankly  acknowledged  his  acts,  de- 
fended his  purpose  w^th  a  sincerity 
born  of  lionest  conviction,  and  de- 
clined to  allow  his  attorneys  to  inter- 
fere in  his  behalf  on  the  score  of  in- 
sanity. Accordingly,  on  October  31 
(the  fifth  day  of  the  trial),  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  guilt  of  trea- 
son and  murder  in  the  first  degree. 
Two  days  later  he  was  brought  into 
court  for  sentence.  When  asked  if  he 
had  any  reason  to  advance  why  sen- 
tence should  not  be  pronounced  upon 
him,  he  said: 

"  I  deny  everything  but  wliat  I  have  all  along 
admitted,  of  a  design  on  my  part  to  free  slaves. 

*  *  *  I  never  did  intend  murder  or  treason 
or  the  destruction  of  property  or  to  excite  or 
incite  slaves  to  rebellion,  or  to  make  insurrection. 

*  *  *  Now,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary  that  I 
should  forfeit  my  life,  mingle  my  blood  further 
with  the  blood  of  my  children  and  with  the  blood 
of  millions  in  this  slave  country,  whose  rights 
are  disregarded  by  wicked,  cruel,  and  unjust  en- 
actments, I  say,  let  it  be  done.  »  »  «  j  f^gi 
no  consciousness  of  guilt."  * 

The  judge  then  sentenced  him  to  be 
hanged  on  Friday,  December  2. 
Brown's  attorneys  attempted  to  ap- 
peal the  case,  but  a  writ  of  error  to 
the  judgment  rendered  by  the  circuit 
court  was  refused.!    Brown  was  quite 


resigned  to  liis  fate,*  and  mounted  the 
steps  of  the  platform  from  which  he 
was  soon  to  be  hanged  with  a  firm, 
steady  gait.  The  authorities,  fearing 
trouble,  drew  up  1,500  Virginia  troops 
in  battle  order  near  the  scene  of  ex- 
ecution. Howitzers  were  placed  to 
command  the  field  and  a  force  of  cav- 
alry was  posted  as  sentinels.  There 
was  no  trouble,  however ;  Brown  went 
to  his  execution  quietly  and  met  his 
fate  like  a  man.f 


*  Greeley,  American  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  294.  See 
also  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  222. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  403-405. 


*  Sanborn,  Life  and  Letters  of  John  Brown,  p. 
588  et  seq. 

fVon  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vnl.  vii.,  p.  47  et  seq.  See  also  George  E. 
Caskie,  The  Trial  of  John  Bronm.  in  Annals  of 
Iowa,  series  iii.,  vol.  ix..  pp.  359-379;  Thomas 
Feathcrstonhaugh,  John  Brown's  Men:  the  Lives 
of  those  Killed  at  Harper's  Ferry,  with  a  Sup- 
plementary Bibliography  of  John  Brown,  in 
Publications  of  the  Southern  History  Association, 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  281-306  (1899);  Benjamin  F.  Gue, 
lowans  in  John  Brown's  Raid,  and  the  author 
of  the  Mysterious  "  Floyd  Letter,"  in  American 
History  Magazine,  vol.  i.,  pp.  143-169  (1906); 
Richard  .J.  Hinton,  John  Brown  and  His  Men, 
with  Some  Account  of  the  Roads  they  Traveled 
to  Reach  Harper's  Ferry  (1894);  O.  E.  Morse, 
An  Attempted  Rescue  of  John  Brown  from  Charles- 
town.,  Va.,  Jail,  in  Transactions  of  the  Kansas 
State  Historical  Society,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  213-226 
(1904);  Irving  B.  Richman,  John  Brown  among 
the  Quakers,  and  Other  Sketches  (ISOi);  Sherman, 
Phelps  and  others,  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Bloody 
Outbreak  at  Harper's  Ferry  (1859);  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Slavery  and  Civil  War;  or.  The  Harper's 
Ferry  Insurrection,  with  a  Review  of  Discourses 
on  the  Subject  by  Furness  (1856);  Feathcrston- 
haugh, The  Final  Burial  of  the  Folloxcers  of  John 
Brown,  in  New  England  Magazine,  vol.  xxiv.,  pp. 
128-134;  Joseph  E.  Chamberlain,  John  Brown 
(1899);  W.  E.  Connellcy,  John  Broivn  (1900); 
Newton,  Captain  John  Brown  (1902);  Winkley, 
John  Brown  the  Hero  (1905);  Elbert  Hubbard, 
Time  and  Chance,  being  a  Story  of  the  Life  of 
John  Brown;  Oswald  G.  Villard,  John  Brown, 
lSOO-1859   (1909). 
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On  December  5,  1859,  three  days 
after  the  execution  of  John  Brown, 
the  first  session  of  the  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress  convened  at  Washington. 
In  the  Senate  were  38  Democrats,  25 
EepnbUcans,  and  2  Americans.  In 
the  House  were  109  EepubUcans,  88 
Administration  Democrats,  13  anti- 
Leeompton  Democrats,  and  27  Ameri- 
cans, of  whom  23  were  from  the 
South.*  The  first  work  of  the  new 
House  was  to  elect  a  Speaker.  The 
first  ballots  w^ere  divided  among  16 
candidates,  of  whom  T.  S.  Bocock,  of 
Virginia,  received  the  largest  number 
(86).  The  Republicans  divided  their 
ballots  between  John  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  who  received  66,  and  Galusha  A. 
Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  received 
43.1  Immediately  after  the  result  was 
announced  Grow  \vithdrew  his  name. 
John    B.    Clark,    of    Missouri,    then 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  417-418. 
In  Xicolay  and  Hay  {Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
213)  the  mimbership  of  the  House  is  divided  as 
follows:  113  Republicans,  93  Administration 
Democrats,  8  anti-Lecompton  Democrats,  and  23 
Americana.  Von  Hoist  (Constitutional  and 
Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  70-71)  gives  still 
different  statistics. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  643. 


introduced  a  resolution  declaring 
"  that  the  doctrines  and  sentiments  of 
a  certain  book  called  The  Impending 
Crisis  of  the  South  —  Hoiv  to  Meet  It 
purporting  to  have  been  written  by 
one  Hinton  R.  Helper,  are  insurrec- 
tionary and  hostile  to  the  domestic 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country, 
and  that  no  member  of  this  House  who 
has  endorsed  and  recommended  it  or 
the  compend  from  it,  is  fit  to  be 
Speaker  of  this  House."*  The  Im- 
pending Crisis  had  been  written  by  a 
poor,  non-slaveholding  white  of  North 
Carolina  (Hinton  R.'  Helper)  to  show 
that  slavery  was  fatal  to  the  interests 
of  his  class.  A  compend  of  its  con- 
tents was  published  in  sheet  form  for 
gratuitous  circulation  and  this  enter- 
prise had  been  indorsed  and  approved 
by  many  members  of  Congress,  among 
whom  were  Sherman  and  Grow.f 
Sherman  had  never  seen  the  book  and 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  73-74;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  214. 

t  Fite,  The  Presidential  Campaign  of  1S60,  p. 
34.  According  to  Von  Hoist  (Constitutional  and 
Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  13)  Greeley  and 
Thurlovif  Weed  not  only  endorsed  tbe  book  but 
suggested  that  selections  from  it  be  printed  for 
gratuitous  circulation. 
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this  rendered  him  still  more  odious  to 
the  South.  When  interrogated  he 
said  that  he  was  opposed  to  any  in- 
terference whatever  by  the  people  of 
the  free  States  with  the  relations  of 
master  and  slave  in  the  slave  States, 
but  this  disavowal  did  not  relieve  him 
from  Southern  enmity.*  On  the  sec- 
ond day  of  the  session  Clark  read  ex- 
tracts from  Helper's  compend  to  show 
that  it  was  an  incendiary  publication 
and  Millson,  of  Virginia,  declared  that 
anyone  who  would  "  consciously,  de- 
liberately and  of  purpose  lend  his 
name  and  influence  to  the  propagation 
of  such  writings  is  not  only  not  fit  to 
be  speaker,  but  is  not  tit  to  live."t 
Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  charged 
that  the  Republicans  were  responsible 
for  The  Impending  Crisis  and  John 
Brown's  raid,  exclaiming,  "  The 
South  here  asks  nothing  but  its  rights. 
*  *  *.  I  would  have  no  more;  but, 
as  God  is  my  judge,  as  one  of  its 
representatives,  I  woiald  shatter  this 
Republic  from  turret  to  foundation 
•stone  before  I  would  take  one  tittle 
less."t     Thaddeus  Stevens  replied : 

"  I  do  not  blame  gentlemen  of  the  South  for 
the  language  of  intimidation,  for  using  this 
threat  of  rending  God's  creation  from  the  turret 
to  the  foundation.  All  this  is  riglit  in  them,  for 
they  have  tried  it  fifty  times  and  fifty  times 
they  have  found  weak  and  recreant  tremblers  in 
the  North  who  have  been  affected  by  it,  and  who 
have  acted  from  those  intimidations." 

When  the  second  ballot  was  taken, 
Sherman  received  107  votes,  Bocock 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
214. 

1  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  644. 

t  Ihid,  p.   645. 


88,  Gilmer,  of  North  Carolina,  22, 
while  14  were  scattei'ing.*  Ballot 
after  ballot  was  taken  without  a  de- 
cision. On  January  4,  1860,  on  the 
25th  ballot,  Sherman  came  within  three 
votes  of  election,  bitt  made  no  gains 
in  any  subsequent  trials.  Finally,  , 
on  January  30,  Sherman  withdrew  \ 
his  name  and  Pennington,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, was  placed  in  nomination  by  the 
Republicans.  Five  ballots  were  taken 
and  finally,  on  February  1,  on  the  44th 
Ijallot,  Pennington  received  117  votes, 
exactly  the  number  necessary  to  elect. f 
One  of  the  results  of  the  contest  was  to 
make  Helper's  book  famous  and  to 
give  it  an  astounding  circulation. 
Great  piles  of  The  Impending  Crisis 
could  be  seen  on  the  counters  of  book 
stores,  newspapers,  and  news  stands. 
It  proved  an  aid  to  the  Republican 
cause,  especially  in  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Indiana  and  Illinois.l 

The  leading-  men  of  the  country  ex- 
pressed their  opinions  on  the  gravity 
of  the  situation.  Three  of  these  men 
were  avowed  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dency.   Douglas  said : 

"  I  am  not  seeking  the  nomination.  I  am 
willing  to  take  one,  provided  I  can  assume  it  on 
principles  that  I  believe  to  be  sound;  Init  in  the 
event  of  your  making  a  platform  that  I  could 
not   conscientiouslv   execute    in    good    faith    if    I 


♦  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  420-421. 
See  also  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  74-92. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  98-109;  Rhodes,  United  States, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  421^27;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  215;  Fite,  The  Presidential 
Campaign  of  ISGO,  pp.  43-44;  Harris,  The  Politi- 
cal Conflict  in  America,  p.  183;  Pollard,  First 
Year  of  the  Mar,  p.  29. 

t  Pike,  First  Blows  of   the  Civil   War,  p.  469. 
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wei'i'  elected,  I  will  not  stand  upon  it  and  be  a 
candidate.  ♦  ♦  «  i  have  no  grievances  but  I 
have  no  concessions.  I  have  no  abandonment  of 
position  or  principles;  no  recantation  to  make  to 
any  man  or  body  of  men  on  eartb." 

Davis  gave  the  Senate  to  under- 
stand that  if  a  radical  RopubUcan  Uke 
Seward  were  electetl  on  the  phxtform 
of  the  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  the 
Union  would  be  dissolved.*  On  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1860,  Davis  introduced  some 
resolutions  to  define  the  position  of 
the  Southern  Democrats.  The  fourth 
was  the  most  important,  which  de- 
clared that  the  constitutional  right  of 
citizens  to  take  slaves  into  the  com- 
mon Territories  could  not  be  annulled 
by  the  direct  or  indirect  and  un- 
friendly legislation  of  Congress  or  of 
a  Territorial  legislature,  but  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Federal  legislature  to 
afford  protection  to  slaves  as  well  as 
to  other  species  of  property.! 

On  February  27,  at  Cooper  Insti- 
tute, New  York,  Lincoln  delivered  a 
remarkable  speech  showing  conclu- 
sively that  a  majority  of  those  who 
framed  the  original  Constitution  held 
and  acted  upon  the  opinion  that  the 
Federal  government  had  the  right  to 
control  slavery  in  the  Federal  Terri- 
tories. Hence  the  RepubUcan  party 
was  not  revolutionary  but  conserva- 
tive, since  it  maintained  the  doctrine 
of  the  men  who  had  framed  the  Con- 


•  Congressional  Globe,  36th  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion, pp.  574-577.  For  similar  expressions  see 
Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
646  et  sei[. 

t  Congressional  Globe,  36tb  Congress,  1st  ses- 
sion, p.  658;  Harris,  The  Political  Cotiflict  in 
America,  p.  184. 


stitution.    To  the  Southern  people  he 
said : 

"  Some  of  you  are  for  reviving  the  foreign 
slave  trade;  some  for  Congress  forbidding  the 
territories  to  prohibit  slavery  within  their  limits; 
some  for  maintaining  slavery  in  the  territories 
through  tlie  judiciary;  some  for  the  'great  prin- 
ciple '  that  •  if  one  man  would  enslave  another 
no  third  man  should  object'  fantastically  called 
popular  sovereignty;  but  never  a  man  among 
you  in  favor  of  Federal  prohibition  of  slavery  in 
Federal  territories,  according  to  the  practices  of 
our  fathers  who  framed  the  government  under 
which  we  live.  No  one  of  all  your  various  plans 
can  show  a  precedent  or  advocate  in  the  century 
within  which  our  government  originated.  •  *  ♦ 
You  say  we  have  made  the  slavery  question  more 
prominent  than  it  formerly  was.  We  deny  it. 
We  admit  that  it  is  more  prominent,  but  we 
deny  that  we  made  it  so.  It  was  not  we,  but 
you,  who  discarded  the  old  policy  of  the  fathers. 
*  *  *  Your  purpose,  then,  plainly  stated,  is 
that  you  will  destroy  the  government  unless  you 
be  allowed  to  construe  and  enforce  the  Consti- 
tution as  you  please  on  all  points  in  dispute 
between  you  and  us.  You  will  rule  or  ruin  in 
all  events." 

To  the  Republicans  he  gave  some 
wholesome  advice.  After  asking  what 
would  satisfy  the  Southerners,  he 
said : 

"  We  must  not  only  let  them  alone  but  we  must, 
somehow,  convince  them  that  we  do  let  them 
alone.  This,  we  know  by  experience,  is  no  easy 
task.  •  *  •  What  will  convince  them?  This 
and  this  only:  Cease  to  call  slavery  wrong  and 
join  them  in  calling  it  right.  ♦  ♦  *  Holding 
as  they  do  that  slavery  is  morally  right  and 
socially  elevating,  they  cannot  cease  to  demand 
a  full  national  recognition  of  it  as  a  legal  right 
and  a  social  blessing,  nor  can  we  justifiably  with- 
hold this  on  any  ground,  save  our  conviction  that 
slavery  is  wrong.  If  slavery  is  right,  all  words, 
acts,  laws,  and  constitutions  against  it  are  them- 
selves wrong  and  should  be  silenced  and  swept 
away.  If  it  is  right  we  cannot  justly  object  to 
its  nationality  —  its  universality!  If  it  is  wrong 
tbey  cannot  justly  insist  upon  its  extension  — 
its  enlargement.  All  they  ask  we  could  readily 
grant,  if  we  thought  slavery  riglit ;  all  we  ask 
they  could  as  readily  grant,  if  they  thought  it 
wrong.     Their  thinking  it  right,  and  our  thinking 
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it  wrong,  is  the  precise  fact  upon  wliicK  depends 
tlie  whole  controversy.  Thinking  it  right,  as 
they  do,  they  are  not  to  blame  for  desiring  its 
full  recognition  as  being  right;  but  thinking  it 
wrong,  as  we  do,  can  we  yield  to  them?  Can 
we  cast  our  votes  with  their  view  and  against 
our  own?  In  view  of  our  moral,  social,  and 
political  responsibilities  can  we  do  this?  Wrong 
as  we  think  slavery  is,  we  can  yet  afford  to  It't 
it  alone  where  it  is,  because  that  much  is  due 
to  the  necessity  arising  from  its  actual  presence 
in  the  nation;  but  can  we,  while  our  votes  will 
prevent  it,  allow  it  to  spread  into  tlie  national 
territories,  and  to  overrun  us  here  in  the  free 
States?  •  ♦  *  Lgt  ^g  jjq^  j,g  slandered  from 
our  duty  by  false  accusations  against  us,  nor 
frightened  from  it  by  menaces  of  destruction 
to  the  national  government  nor  of  dungeons  to 
ourselves.  I-^t  us  have  faith  that  right  makes 
might,  and  in  tliat  faith,  let  us,  to  the  end,  dare 
to  do  our  duty  as  we  understand  it."  * 

Two  days  later  Seward  spoke  in  the 
Senate.  His  speech  was  a  reaffirma- 
tion of  the  "  irrepressible  conflict  " 
doctrine.  He  said  that,  if  the  time  had 
come  when  the  Democratic  party  must 
rule  by  terror  instead  of  through  con- 
ceded public  confidence,  then  it  was 
quite  certain  that  it  could  not  be  dis- 
missed from  power  too  soon.  He  said 
that  menaces  of  disunion  were  becom- 
ing louder,  more  distinct,  and  more 
emphatic  than  ever,  but  he  did  think 
that  these  hasty  threats  of  disunion 
were  so  unnatural  that  they  would  find 
no  hand  to  execute  them.f 

Other  events  were  now  overshad- 
owed by  the  intense  and  utterly  ab- 
sorbing interest  in  the  Charleston  con- 


*  The  full  speech  is  given  in  W.  D.  Howell's 
Life  of  Lincoln  and  in  Raymond's  Life  of  Lin- 
coln. Long  extracts  are  given  in  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  chap,  xii.,  and 
shorter  ones  in  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  430^32 ;  and  Fite,  The  Presidential  Campaign 
of  1S60,  p.  47  et  seq. 

t  Seward's  Works,  vol.  iv.,  p.  619  et  seq. 


vention.  Prior  to  the  National  con- 
vention of  the  Democrats  at  Charles- 
ton, the  Democratic  convention  of  Ala- 
bama on  January  11  had  instructed 
the  delegates  of  the  State  to  the  Na- 
tional convention  to  insist  upon  a 
platform  of  principles  recognizing 
distinctly  the  rights  of  the  South  and, 
in  case  the  convention  refused  to 
adopt  such  a  platform  before  nominat- 
ing candidates,  the  delegates  were  in- 
structed to  withdraw.*  The  National 
convention  met  at  Charleston  on  April 
23.  The  antagonism  between  the  dele- 
gates from  the  South  and  those  from  ■ 
the  West  was  the  main  feature  of  the  i 
affair,  Douglas  being  the  pivot  on 
which  the  convention  turned.  The 
radical  differences  became  more  no- 
ticeable when  the  making  of  a  plat- 
form began.  Douglas'  men  had  a  ma- 
jority in  the  number  of  delegates,  but 
as  California  and  Oregon  acted  with 
the  South,  the  anti-Douglas  men  had 
17  States  out  of  33,  and  thus  were 
able  to  elect  Caleb  Gushing  (Attorney- 
General  under  Pierce)  president  of 
the  convention.!  The  committee  on 
resolutions,  consisting  of  one  man 
from  each  State,  immediately  set  to 
work;  but  as  the  two  factions,  after 
five  days'  labor,  could  not  agree  on  a 
platform,  the  committee  presented  a 
majority  and  minority  report.     The 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, p.  123.  For  the  resolutions  adopted  by  other 
State  conventions,  see  Flint,  Life  of  Douglas,  p. 
259  et  seq. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  123-125;  Rhodes,  United  States, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  440-445. 
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majority  report  declared  that  the  Ter- 
ritorial legislature  had  no  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  a  Territory,  to 
prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
therein,  or  to  destroy  the  right  of 
property  iu  slaves,  and  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  National  Government 
to  protect  slaves  in  the  Territory.* 
The  minority  report  reaffirmed  the 
Cincinnati  platform  and  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  that  platform 
had  been  adopted  unanimously  four 
years  before  and  that  Democratic 
principles  were  unchangeable  in  their 
nature  when  applied  to  the  same  sub- 
ject matter.  The  minority  further  as- 
serted that  all  questions  concerning 
rights  of  property  in  the  States  or 
Territories  Avere  subject  to  judicial 
decision,  and  that  the  Democratic 
party  was  bound  to  submit  to  past  and 
future  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Both  rejDorts  recommended 
the  acquisition  of  Cuba.1 

After  much  argument  during  the 
afternoon  and  evening  and  the  next 
day,  the  platforms  were  recommitted 
and  were  again  reported,  slightly 
changed  in  i^hraseology  biit  in  essence 
unaltered.  The  Douglas  men  tried 
hard  to  get  a  vote,  but  before  this 
could  be  secured  the  convention  ad- 
journed. The  delegates  were  now  con- 
vinced that  further  efforts  to  bring 
about  an  agreement  were  useless.  Ac- 


cordingly, on  April  30,  the  minority 
(Douglas)  platform  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  165  to  138.*  After  the  adop- 
tion of  the  platform  the  Alabama  dele- 
gation withdrew  and  those  from  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  South  Carolina, 
Florida,  Texas  and  Arkansas  declared 
their  purpose  of  secession. f  On  the 
next  day  Georgia  withdrew  and  the 
convention  decided  that  two-tliirds  of 
the  whole  electoral  vote  was  necessary 
to  nominate.  As  only  253  votes  were 
cast,  202  were  necessary  to  a  choice. 
On  the  first  ballot  Douglas  received 
1451/2  votes,  Hunter  of  Virginia  43, 
Guthrie  of  Kentucky  351/2,  and  30 
were  scattering.  During  the  next  two 
days  57  ballots  were  cast,  but  the  high- 
est number  received  by  Douglas  was 
1521/0.  On  May  3,  seeing  that  the  dele- 
gates could  reach  no  decision,  the  con- 
vention adjourned  to  meet  at  Balti- 
more on  June  IS.J  Meanwhile  the  se- 
ceders  formed  themselves  into  a  con- 
vention and  adopted  a  platform,  but 
they  soon  terminated  their  proceed- 
ings and  decided  to  meet  again  at 
Richmond  on  the  second  Monday  of 
the  same  month.H 


*Wilsoii.  Ifise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  676-677. 

T  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  125-126;  McDowell,  Platforms 
of  the  Two  Great  Political  Parties,  pp.  15-16; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  445-446. 


*  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
pp.  218-220;  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  412- 
420;  Elson,  Side  Lights  on  American  History,  2d 
series,  pp.  5-6;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave 
Power,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  678-682;  Fite,  The  Presiden- 
tial Campaign  of  ISGO,  p.  106,  and  for  the  plat- 
form, pp.  240-241. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  128-130;  Rhodes,  United  States, 
vol.   ii.,  pp.  450-451. 

t  Jolinson,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  421 ;  Elson,  Side 
Lights  on  American  History,  2d  series,  p.  7. 

II  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  452;  Stan- 
wood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections,  pp.  220- 
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The  convention  of  the  Republican 
party  met  at  Chicago  on  May  16.  The 
number  of  delegates  was  466,  and  5 
slave  States  —  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Missouri  — 
were  represented.  William  H.  Sew- 
ard, of  New  York,  was  naturally  the 
leading  candidate,  having  been  long- 
est in  public  life  and  highest  in  offi- 
cial rank.  Before  Lincoln  made  his 
Cooper  Institute  speech,  his  nomina- 
tion for  President  woiild  have  been 
considered  a  joke  anywhere  except  in 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Iowa.  But 
Ms  New  York  address  and  his 
speeches  in  New  England  had  gained 
him  many  friends  and  had  convinced 
Lincoln  himself  that  the  nomination 
was  attainable.*  Though  he  himself 
had  previously  written  that  he  did  not 
consider  himself  fit  for  the  Presi- 
dency,! yet  he  set  at  work  to  obtain 
the  prize. J  Victory  for  the  Republican 


221;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  131-132;  Fite,  Tlw  Presidential 
Campaign  of  IHGO,  p.  107. 

*l!hodes.   United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  458. 

■fXicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
256;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  p.  165. 

t  Herndon,  {Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  457- 
458)  says:  "I  know  the  idea  prevails  that  Lin- 
coln sat  still  in  his  chair  in  Springfield,  and  that 
one  of  those  unlooked-for  tides  in  liuman  affairs 
came  along  and  cast  the  nomination  into  his  lap; 
but  any  man  vi'ho  has  had  experience  in  such 
things  know  that  great  political  prizes  are  not 
obtained  in  that  way.  The  truth  is,  Lincoln 
was  as  vigilant  as  he  was  ambitious  *  ♦  ♦ 
and  [Seward]  was  no  more  adroit  and  no  more 
untiring  in  pursuit  of  his  ambition  than  the  man 
who  had  just  delivered  the  Cooper  Institute 
speech."  Lincoln  himself  had  said  in  a  previous 
campaign :  "  I  have  done  nothing  to  make  any 
human    being    remember    that    I    have    lived.     To 


party  could  be  secured  only  by  the  help 
of  the  electoral  votes  of  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana  and  Illinois; 
and  the  problem  was  to  find  a  can- 
didate who  could  carry  these  States,* 
lying  as  they  did  on  the  border  line 
next  to  the  South  —  and  slavery. 
Their  people,  it  was  felt,  would  be  in- 
clined to  vote  for  a  conservative  Re- 
publican, but  the  nomination  of  Sew- 
ard, with  his  radicaUsm  and  "  higher 
law  "  doctrine,  would  bring  defeat  to 
the  Republicans.  Thus  the  inexorable 
logic  of  the  situation  appeared  to 
single  out  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the 
man  who  could  carry  these  four 
States,  and  it  became  evident  by  the 
first  day  of  the  convention  that  the 
struggle  for  the  nomination  would  be 
between   him   and   Seward,  t 

On  the  second  day  of  the  conven- 
tion the  committee  on  platform  re- 
ported one  framed  with  remarkable 
skill.  It  denounced  disunion,  Lecomp- 
tonism,  the  property  theory,  the  dogma 
that  the  Constitution  carries  slavery 
to  Territories,  the  reopening  of  the 
slave  trade,  the  popular  sovereignty 
and  non-intervention  fallacies,  and 
denied  that  Congress  or  a  Territorial 
legislature  could  give  legal  existence 
to   slavery  in   any  Territory  of  the 


connect  my  name  with  events  of  my  day  and 
generation  and  so  impress  myself  upon  them  as 
to  link  my  name  with  something  that  will  re- 
dound to  the  interest  of  my  fello\vinen,  is  all 
that  I  desire  to  live  for."  —  Herndon,  p.  217. 

*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  Bis- 
tfty,  vol.  vii.,  p.  172. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii..  pp.  459-462. 
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United  States.*     Giddings,  of  Ohio, 
then  moved  to  amend  the  first  reso- 
hition    by    incorporating    in    it    the 
phrase   announcing   the   right  of  all 
men  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness.    The  convention  desired 
to  adopt  the  platform  without  change 
and  attempted  to  choke  him  off.    Fi- 
nally, however,  respect  for  fair  play 
conquered  and  he  was  allowed  to  pre- 
sent his  amendment,  whereupon  it  was 
voted  down  and  the  anti-slavery  vet- 
eran left  the  convention  in  sorrow  and 
anger. t    George  William  Curtis  then 
obtained  the  floor  and  substantially 
renewed  Gidding's  amendment.     The 
speech  made  by   Curtis   carried  the 
convention  by  storm  and  a  new  vote 
formally  embodied  that  portion  of  the 
Declaration   of  Independence  in  the 
Republican    platform.  J     This    action 
conciliated  Giddings  and  through  him 
the    radical   element    of    the    party. || 
The  platform  as  adopted  received  the 
enthusiastic  support  of  the  followers 
of  Seward,  Lincoln  and  other  candi- 
dates.g    The  convention  adjourned  on 


the  second  day  (Thursday)   %vithout 
taking  a  ballot  for  candidates. 

Everything  seemed  to  favor  Sew- 
ard, for  his  canvass  had  been  made 
with  vigor  and,  on  the  whole,  with 
discretion.    But  when  the  convention 
met  the  next  day  and  the  first  ballot 
was    taken,    Seward    found    that    he 
would  not  have  a  walkover,  for  he 
received  only  1731/2  votes  while  Lin- 
coln started  with  102,  the  rest  of  the 
votes  being  scattered  among  a  large 
number  of  candidates.*     On  the  sec- 
ond ballot  Seward  received  I841/2  and 
Lincoln  181 ;  scattering,  99yo.    As  233 
votes  were  necessary  to  a  choice,  Sew- 
ard had  made  but  little  gain,  whereas 
Lincoln's      strength     prognosticated 
Seward's  defeat.    On  the  third  ballot 
Seward  received  only  180  votes,  while 
Lincoln  obtained  2311/2,  thus  lacking 
11/2   votes   of  the  necessary  number 
to  nominate.!     Several  other  States 
changed  to  Lincoln  who  was  then  de- 
clared the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
convention.!      Hannibal    Hamlin,    of 


•Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
266-237. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  463;  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  268-269. 

JCary,  George  William  Curtis,  pp.  132-135. 

|[Halstead,  Conventions  of  1860,  pp.  137-138; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  463-464; 
Mcolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  269. 
See  also  Fite,  The  Presidential  Campaign  of  ISOO, 
pjj.  123-124  (1911);  Wilson,  liise  and  Fall  of 
Slave  Power,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  691-692;  Von  Hoist, 
Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
177-183. 

§  For  text  of  platform  see  Fite,  Presidential 
Campaign  of   iSfil,   pp.  237-240;    Stanwood,  His- 


tory of  Presidential  Elections,  pp.  227-231;  Mc- 
Dowell, Platforms  of  the  Two  Great  Political 
Parties,  pp.  16-19. 

*  Elson,  Side  Lights  on  American  History,  p. 
14;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  469;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
vii.,  p.  183. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  693. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
270-277,  the  votes  being  given  in  detail;  Fite, 
The  Presidential  Campaign  of  1860,  pp.  126-131; 
Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections,  pp. 
231-232;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  469- 
470;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  p.  183. 
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Maine,  was  Hominated  for  the  Vice- 
Presidency. 

The  joint  Democratic  convention 
met  at  Baltimore  on  June  18.  During 
the  interim  the  animosity  between  the 
Charleston  seceders  and  the  Douglas 
men  had  not  been  allayed  in  the 
slightest  degree.*  The  seceders  had 
met  at  Eichmond  and  had  nominated 
Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  for  Presi- 
dent and  Senator  Joseph  Lane,  of 
Oregon,  for  Vice-President,  f  When 
the  Baltimore  convention  assembled 
some  of  the  seceders  made  applica- 
tion for  readmission.  In  the  mean- 
time, however,  the  Douglas  faction  in 
Alabama  and  Louisiana  had  sent  dele- 
gates to  Baltimore,  and  the  convention 
split  upon  the  admission  of  the  two 
sets  of  delegates.  For  four  days  a 
furious  debate  raged  in  the  conven- 
tion, but  on  the  fifth  day  the  quarrel 
came  to  a  head.  The  Douglas  Demo- 
crats from  these  two  States  were  ad- 
mitted and  the  Democratic  National 
convention  suffered  its  second  dis- 
ruption. Chairman  Cushing  resigned 
his  seat,  and  most  of  the  delegates 
from  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee, Delaware,  Maryland,  Ken- 
tucky and  California  withdrew  and 
joined  the  seceders  from  the  Charles- 
ton convention.  J    On  June  20  Douglas 


sent  a  dispatch  suggesting  that  the 
party  and  the  country  might  be  saved 
by  dropping  his  name  and  uniting 
upon  some  other  candidate.*  His 
followers,  however,  suppressed  this 
dispatch,  and  after  the  second  ballot, 
when  Douglas  had  received  all  but  13 
votes,  he  was  declared  nominated  on 
the  ground  that  he  had  obtained  the 
votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  delegates 
present.  Senator  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ala- 
bama, was  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent but  he  afterward  declined,  and 
Herschel  V.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  was 
named  by  the  National  committee. t 
The  seceders  from  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, joined  by  most  of  the  seceders 
from  the  Charleston  convention,  then 
organized  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Caleb  Cushing  in  Maryland  Institute 
Hall,  and  by  an  almost  unanimous 
ballot  nominated  John  C.  Breck- 
inridge for  President  and  Lane,  of 
Oregon,  for  Vice-President. J  These 
nominations  were  indorsed  by  the 
seceders  who  had  i^reviously  met  at 
Richmond.  1 1 


•Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  684;   Von  Hoist,  vol.  vii.,  p.  188  et  seq. 

t  Fite,  Presidential  Campaign  of  1S60,  p.  109; 
Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections,  p. 
221. 

tXicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
250-251;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  473- 


474;  Wilson,  Pise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  686. 

•Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  pp.  426-427; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  474. 

t  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
pp.  222-223;  Fite,  The  Presidential  Campaign,  of 
1860,  pp.  111-114;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ii., 
p.  475;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  206. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ii., 
p.  688.  For  the  platform  see  Fite,  Presidential 
Campaign  of  1860,  pp.  241-242. 

IJ  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
p.  223:  Fite,  Presidential  Campaign  of  1860,  p. 
112;  Von  Hoist,  vol.  vii.,  p.  208. 
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Meanwhile  another  convention  — 
that  of  the  Constitutional  Union 
party  —  had  assembled  at  Baltimore. 
This  party  was  composed  mainly  of 
former  Whigs  whose  long-cherished 
political  antagonisms  held  them  aloof 
from  the  Democrats  in  the  South  and 
the  Eepublicans  in  the  North.  They 
proposed  to  take  a  middle  course  be- 
tween Democrats  and  Republicans 
and  to  allay  sectional  strife  by  ignor- 
ing the  slavery  question.  Delegates 
of  this  party  from  22  States  convened 
at  Baltimore  on  May  9  and,  after 
adopting  a  platform,  nominated  John 
Bell,  of  Tennessee,  for  President,  and 
Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts, 
for  Vice-President.* 

The  campaign  was  not  so  animated 
as  that  of  1856.  One  of  the  most  strik- 
ing features  of  the  canvass  was  the 
personal  pledge  by  every  one  of  the 
candidates  of  devotion  to  the  Union. 
Each  of  the  factions  in  some  form 
charged  disunion  motives  or  tenden- 
cies upon  a  part  or  all  of  the  others, 
but  each  indignantly  denied  the  alle- 
gation as  to  itself,  t  Had  Douglas 
been  the  candidate  of  the  united 
Democracy,  the  contest  would  have 
been  close  and  exciting  and  the  result 


*  Stanwood,  History  of  Presidential  Elections, 
pp.  225-226;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  252-254;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of 
Slave  Power,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  689-690.  The  platform 
of  this  party  is  in  Stanwood,  p.  225,  and  Fite, 
Presidential  Campaign   of  JSOO,  pp.   242-243. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
2S0-282.  For  the  campaign  arguments  see  Fite, 
pp.   132-204. 
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doubtful,  but  with  the  split  in  the 
Democratic  party  Republican  success 
seemed  assured.  Nevertheless,  as  the 
contest  neared  its  close,  it  appeared 
to  many  that,  although  Douglas, 
Breckinridge,  or  Bell  might  not  ob- 
tain a  majority  of  the  electoral  votes, 
it  would  be  possible  to  defeat  Lincoln 
and  throw  the  election  into  the  House 
of  Representatives.*  In  this  case 
Breckinridge  might  be  elected,  or,  if 
the  House  failed  to  make  a  choice. 
Lane  would  become  President  by  vir- 
tue of  having  been  chosen  Vice-Presi- 
dent by  the  Senate. 

'The  National  election  seemed  'to 
hinge  on  the  result  of  the  State  elec- 
tions in  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana, 
for  it  was  conceded  that,  if  they  went 
Repubhcan,  nothing  could  prevent  the 
election  of  Lincoln.  As  a  result  of 
the  panic  of  1857  the  iron  trade  of 
Pennsylvania  was  greatly  depressed. 
The  Morrill  Tariff  Bill,  which  was  ex- 
pected to  relieve  the  situation,  had 
been  defeated  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Democrats  in  Con- 
gress; hence  the  Republicans  of 
Pennsylvania  stated  that  their  party 
had  shown  greater  devotion  to  the 
material  interests  of  the  State. 
Moreover,  both  the  Douglas  and 
Breckinridge  forces  had  reaffirmed 
the  Cincinnati  platform  of  1856  which 
declared  for  progressive  free  trade ; 
therefore  the  Republicans  pushed  into 


*Von  Hoist,  vol.  vii.,  p.  213. 
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prominence  the  tariff  question  and  the 
watchword  became  "  Protection  to 
the  home  industries  and  freedom  in 
the  Territories."  Outside  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jersey  the  tariff 
question  was  scarcely  mentioned.  As 
the  canvass  progressed  Lincoln  drew 
to  himself  many  Douglas  Democrats 
at  the  North,  while  Breckinridge  drew 
away  many  of  the  Douglas  adherents 
in  the  South.  Efforts  were  made  to 
combine  the  opponents  of  the  Repub- 
licans. The  followers  of  Douglas  and 
of  Bell  and  Breckinridge  united  in 
supporting  the  same  ticket  in  Penn- 
sylvania; and  in  Indiana,  where  Bell 
had  little  support,  the  Douglas  and 
Breckinridge  factions  united  on  a 
single  candidate  for  governor.  In 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  a  par- 
tial fusion  ticket  was  nominated  and 
a  more  perfect  one  in  New  York.* 
Davis  says  that  an  effort  was  made 
to  induce  Lincoln's  three  opponents 
to  withdraw  in  favor  of  a  new  candi- 
date on  whom  "  the  divided  friends  of 
the  constitution  ' '  might  unite.  Breck- 
inridge and  Bell  authorized  Mm  to 
consummate  this  scheme  if  there  were 
any  prospect  of  its  success,  but  Doug- 
las rejected  the  proposal. f 

Lincoln's  personality  counted  for 
little  in  the  campaign.  It  was  con- 
ceded that  he  was  thoroughly  honest, 


but  in  the  popular  estimation  his 
greatest  merit  consisted  in  the  evi- 
dent prospect  of  his  carrying  the 
doubtful  States.  He  personally  took 
very  little  part  in  the  campaign,  mak- 
ing no  addresses,  writing  no  public 
letters,  and  holding  no  conferences. 
Beyond  a  few  casual  interviews  with 
the  political  leaders,  the  Presidential 
canvass  went  on  with  scarcely  a  pri- 
vate suggestion  or  a  touch  of  actual 
direction  from  the  Republican  candi- 
date.* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  canvass  the 
Republican  managers  were  reason- 
ably sure  of  success  in  all  of  the  im- 
portant States  but  Pennsylvania  and 
Indiana,  but  in  early  fall  Vermont 
and  Maine  elected  Eepiiblican  gov- 
ernors by  handsome  majorities,  and 
in  October  the  Republicans  carried 
Pennsylvania  by  32,000,  Indiana  by 
10,000,  and  Ohio  by  12,000.  Politi- 
cians generally  conceded  that  the  vote 
in  these  States  foreshadowed  Lin- 
coln's election,  t  Upon  receiving  the 
October  returns  Douglas  is  said  to 
have  remarked:  "  Mr.  Lincoln  is  the 
next  President.  We  must  try  to  save 
the  Union.  I  ^^dll  go  South,  "t  The 
Presidential  election  occurred  on  No- 
vember   6,    1860.     Lincoln    received 


♦  Rhodes,   United  States,   vol.   ii.,   pp.  478-493. 
t  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, p.  52. 


♦Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
286-287. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
293;    Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   ii.,  pp.  498-499. 

{Wilson.  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Poicer,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  699-700;  Johnson,  Life  of  Douglas,  p.  437. 
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1,857,610    votes,    Douglas    1,365,967,     631.*     The    electoral    vote    was    as 
Breckinridge  847,953,  and  Bell  590,-      follows: 


States 

President 

Vice-President 

z 

A.  Lincoln, 
Illinois 

J.  c. 

Breckin- 
ridge, 
Kentucky 

John  Bell, 
1  enesaee 

S.  A. 

Douglas, 

Illinois 

H.  Hamlin, 
Maine 

Jos.  Lane, 
Oregon 

Edward 
Everett, 
Mass- 
achusetts 

H.  V. 
Johnson, 
Georgia 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

8 
5 

13 
4 
6 
5. 

35 
4 

27 

3 

8 

io 

8 
10 

6 

7 

9 

4 

3 

4 

15 

12 

12 

3 

9 

8 
5 

13 
4 
6 
5 

35 
4 

27 

23 

is 

11 

6 

4 

5 
4 
4 
3 

3 

8 

io 

8 
10 

6 

7 

9 

4 

3 

4 



is 

12 

12 

5 
13 
4 

b 

7 

3 

2/ 
3 
8 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

15 

lU 

8 

10 

12 

12 

23 

6 

7 

13 

11 

9 

9 

4 

6 

3 

4 

4 

23 

13 
U 

9 

6 

4 
5 
4 
4 
3 

4 

3 

Oregon 

ISO 

72 

39 

12 

180 

72 

39 

12 

Thus  the  North  declared  that  slav- 
ery was  an  evil  and  insisted  that  it 
should  not  be  extended,  and  that,  while 
it  should  be  respected  where  it  already 


existed,  it  must  be  confined  within 
bounds.  The  North  had  now  spoken 
and  it  remained  to  be  seen  how  the 
South  w^ould  accept  the  result. 


CHAPTER   X. 

1850-1860. 

ECONOMIC  CONDITIONS. 

Growth  of  population  —  The  merchant  marine  —  The  Atlantic  cable  —  The  Erie  Railroad  war  —  Commercial 
progress  —  Agitation  for  tariff  revision  —  The  coinage  act  of  1853  —  The  panic  of  1854  —  The  tariff  of  1857  — 
The  panic  of  1857  —  The  MorriU  tariff  bUl. 

Meanwhile  other  things  besides  the  having  increased  from  23,191,876  to 
slavery  question  were  claiming  public  31,443,321.      Immigration,     too,     ex- 
attention.       The    country    had    grown  *  Vite,  Presidential  Campaign  of  ISeO,  p.  233-, 
,         T       .            .^          ^          1        1  „  Greeley,  American  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  328;  Rhodes, 

enormously    during    the    decade    be-     ^^.^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^,_  ..  _  ^^_  .^^^^^^      ^j,  ^,^^^^ 
tween  1850  and  1860,  the  population     give  different  figures. 
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hibited  a  marked  increase  over  that 
of  the  preceding  decade.  From  1841 
to  1850  1,713,251  immigrants  and  alien 
passengers  had  arrived  in  the  conn- 
try  as  over  against  2,598,214  immi- 
grants in  the  following  ten  years ;  and 
in  the  latter  period  the  population  of 
cities  more  than  doubled  that  of  the 
whole  country,  the  percentage  for  city 
increase  being  78.62,  wliile  for  the 
entire  country  it  was  only  35.59.  New 
York  had  increased  from  515,547  in- 
habitants in  1850  to  805,651  in  1860; 
the  population  of  Philadelphia  at  the 
opening  and  close  of  this  decade  was 
340,045  and  562,529  respectively,  of 
Chicago  29,963  and  109,260,  St.  Louis 
77,860  and  160,773,  Boston  136,881 
and  177,812,  Baltimore  169,054  and 
212,418,  Cincinnati  115,436'and  161,044, 
and  New  Orleans  116.375  and  168,675. 
San  Francisco  contained  56,802  in- 
habitants, outstripping  Pittsburg's 
49,217,  with  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  a 
close  second  and  third  at  a  trifle  over 
45,000  each;  while  no  other  cities 
save  Washington,  Newark,  Louisville, 
Providence,  Albany,  and  Buffalo  con- 
tained more  than  50,000  persons. 

The  material  progress  of  the  coun- 
try during  1850  to  1860  was  greater 
than  that  of  any  preceding  decade. 
Within  this  period  several  important 
inventions  had  been  made,  among 
them  the  harvester,  the  breech-load- 
ing gun,  and  the  sewing  machine  — 
the  latter  on  trial  with  but  varjdng 
success,  previous  to  1850.  The  mer- 
chant marine  had  made  rapid  strides 
and  many  thought  it  destined  to  wrest 


from  England  the  title  of  "  mistress 
of  the  sea."*  In  1847  Congress  had 
given  Edward  K.  Collins  a  subsidy 
of  $385,000  for  carrjdng  mail  across 
the  ocean,  and  on  April  27,  1850,  the 
Collins  line  of  steamships  began  to 
ply  between  New  York  and  Liverpool. 
In  1852  the  subsidy  was  increased  to 
$858,000  per  annum,  though  the  ar- 
rangement was  terminable  by  Con- 
gress upon  six  months'  notice  after 
December  31, 1854.t  Success  then  re- 
warded the  efforts  of  Collins  and,  on 
April  8, 1854,  his  heart  was  gladdened 
when  the  Baltic,  one  of  his  ships, 
made  the  quickest  westbound  trip  on 
record  —  9  days,  16  hours,  and  53 
minutes;  but  only  five  months  later 
disaster  clouded  the  prospect,  for  an- 
other of  his  vessels,  the  Arctic,  was 
sunk  off  Cape  Eace  with  a  loss  of 
more  than  300  passengers.  At  the 
next  session  of  Congress  the  annual 
subsidy  of  $858,000  to  the  Collins  Une 
was  granted  and  made  absolute  for 
the  remaining  six  years  of  the  con- 
tract. Congress  waiving  her  previous 
power  to  rescind  the  contract  at  six 
months '  notice ;  but  on  March  3,  1855, 
the  President  vetoed  the  bill  and,  as 
Congress  could  not  pass  it'  over  his 
veto,  the  subsidy  remained  under  the 
previous  conditions.!  Late  in  Jan- 
uary of  1856  came  another  disaster, 
when  the  Pacific  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool never  to  be  heard  from  again. 
Accordingly,  in  August  of  1856,  Con- 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  7-8. 

t  Act  of  July  21,  18.^2. 

t  Rliodes,   United  States,  vol.   iii.,  pp.   10-12, 
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gress  directed  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  give  notice  to  the  Collins  line 
terminating  the  arrangement.  On 
April  1,  1858,  the  three  remaining 
ships  of  the  line  were  sold  by  the  sher- 
iff for  a  sum  considerably  less  than 
the  cost  of  one. 

It  was  during  this  decade  also  that 
the  Old  and  New  Worlds  were  con- 
nected by  submarine  telegraph,  an 
achievement  rendered  possible  by  the 
indomitable  energy  and  faith  of  Cyrus 
W.  Field.  Two  unsuccessful  attempts 
had  been  made  that  would  have 
daunted  a  less  heroic  spirit.  The 
cable  ships  Niagara  and  Agamemnon 
met  in  mid-ocean  June  26,  1858,  hav- 
ing the  cable  equally  divided  between 
them  and  ready  to  pay  out.  A  splice 
being  made,  the  Niagara  headed  west- 
ward and  the  Agamemnon  eastward. 
The  cable  broke  twice  but  was  mended, 
and  finally  the  shores  were  reached 
and  the  cable  lay  between  Trinity 
Bay,  Newfoundland,  and  Valencia 
Bay,  Ireland.  This  was  on  August  5. 
From  the  first,  however,  the  line  did 
not  work  smoothly  and  before  the  end 
of  August  there  were  sinister  evi- 
dences of  partial  if  not  total  failure, 
until  finally,  after  a  few  feeble  flutter- 
ings,  the  eloquent  Alantic  telegraph 
became  silent.  But  Field  was  not  one 
to  be  crushed,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1866  succeeded  in  establishing  per- 
manent telegraphic  connection  be- 
tween Europe  and  America. 

Prior  to  this  time  trouble  occi;rred 
upon  the  Erie  Railroad  which  is 
known    as    the    Erie    Railroad   War. 


The  managers  had  decided  to  improve 
the  route  between  Buffalo  and  Erie 
by  altering  the  gauge  of  the  railway 
between  State  Line  and  Erie  to  con- 
form Avith  the  gauge  of  the  roads  east 
of  State  Line  and  west  of  Erie,  so  that 
passengers  might  go  without  change 
from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland.  The  rail- 
road ran  a  short  distance  through  the 
streets  of  Erie,  and  the  municipal  au- 
thorities of  that  town  refused  to  per- 
mit the  proposed  alterations  to  be 
made  unless  the  railroad  officials 
would  agree  to  certain  seemingly  un- 
reasonable stipulations.  The  people 
of  Erie  objected  to  the  gauge  altera- 
tion because  the  transfer  of  passen- 
gers and  freight  brought  prosperity 
to  the  borough.  In  spite  of  the  ob- 
jections, however,  the  railroad  on 
December  7, 1853,  began  at  State  Line 
to  change  the  gauge.  When  news  of 
this  reached  Erie  the  citizens  tore  up 
the  tracks  and  cut  down  the  railroad 
bridge.  The  next  day  the  people  of 
Harbor  Creek,  about  seven  miles  east 
of  Erie,  removed  the  tracks  from  the 
public  highway.  On  December  10  the 
section  including  the  new  gauge  was 
completed  to  the  borough  limits  of 
Erie,  but  the  mob,  directed  by  the 
mayor  and  sheriff,  toi-e  up  the  tracks 
and  plowed  up  part  of  the  road.  The 
railroad  then  secured  an  injunction 
from  the  United  States  circuit  court 
restraining  all  persons  from  interfer- 
ing with  the  laying  of  the  tracks,  but 
an  Erie  justice  of  the  peace  pro- 
nounced the  injunction  null  and  void, 
and  on  December  27  the  people  dis- 
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regarded  the  order  of  the  court,  tear-  auy  injury  to  the  home  market  by  loss 

ing  down  the  Harbor  Creek  bridge  for  of  emplojonent.     It  also  paid  for  ex- 

the  fourth  time.      This  aroused  the  cessive  importation  and  prevented  the 

indignation  of  the  country,  but  the  drain  of  specie  that  would  otherwise 

Erie    municipality    persisted    in    its  i^^ve    resulted.      During    the    eleven 

course,  warning  two  officials  of  the  years  from  1847  to  1857  the  imports 

railroad  company  living  at  Erie  to  ^^j^^j  exports  of  merchandise  were  as 

leave  the  town.     Finally,  however,  in  follows : 
January   of   1854,    the   proposed  re- 

/  '  .         ,.  Year.  Imports.  Exports. 

peal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  dis-  ^g^^ $122,424,349  $156,741,598 

tracted  attention  and  the  Erie  War  ^g^g 148,638,644     138,190,515 

was   soon  forgotten.      The   Pennsyl-  ^g^^   141,206,199     140,3bl,172 

vania   legislature   then  compromised  ^g^^     ^    __      173,509,526     144,375,726 

the    matter,    the    railroad    company  ^g,^   210,771,429     188,915,259 

granted    certain    concessions    to    the  ^g^^  207,440,398     166,984,231 

town  and  State,  and  the  change  of  ^g^^  263,777,265     203,489,282 

gauge  was  allowed  to  proceed  so  that  ^g^^     _  297,803,794     237,043,764 

trains,  soon  ran  through  Erie  without  ^g,^ 257,808,708     218,909,503 

molestation.*  ^g^g 310,432,310     281,219,423 

The  prosperity  of  the  period  from  ^g^^  348,428,342     293,823,760 

1846  to  1857  had  been  attributed  to 

the  revenue  tariff  of  1846,  which  is  During  the  first  four  years,  1847 
known  as  the  Walker  tariff.  Natu-  to  1850,  the  exports  of  merchandise 
rally,  opinions  have  differed  and  will  iiad  exceeded  the  imports  by  about 
continue  to  differ  upon  the  question  $6,000,000,  but  during  the  next  seven 
of  how  much,  if  any,  of  the  general  years  the  balance  decidedly  changed 
prosperity  was  due  to  the  tariff.  As  and  the  excess  of  imports  amounted 
a  revenue  measure  it  was  upon  the  to  about  $306,000,000,  while  at  the 
whole  successful;  it  stimulated  im-  same  time  the  excess  of  exports  of 
ports,  and  the  export  trade  increased  specie  amounted  to  a  total  of  $270,- 
enormously;  but  the  extraordinary  000,000.  From  1848  to  1857  more 
demand  for  American  food  products  than  one-half  of  the  gold  produced  in 
had  originated  from  circumstances  the  country  ($505,000,000)  was  ex- 
quite  independent  of  the  tariff,  and  ported  to  pay  the  adverse  balance, 
had  begun  before  the  Walker  tariff  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  great  sup- 
went  into  operation.  The  foreign  ply  of  gold  from  California  the  coun- 
market  and  the  high  prices  obtained  try  would  have  been  unable  to  con- 
for  American  flour,  for  a  time  offset  tinue  its  importations.  This  lavish 
outpouring  of  gold  evidently  so  stim- 

•  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  21-23.  "latcd  the  business  of  England  that 
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she  was  able  to  buy  and  consume  more 
of  our  food  products  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  the  case.  It  may  be 
assumed  also  that  without  this  gold 
our  importations,  and  consequently 
our  National  revenue,  would  have  de- 
creased so  greatly  that  a  revision  of 
the  tariff  would  have  been  necessary, 
for  large  as  was  the  revenue,  the  sur- 
plus over  the  expenditures  did  not 
suffice  to  extin-guish  the  pubHc  debt 
incurred  during  the  Mexican  War. 
On  January  1,  1849,  the  debt  was 
$63,061,859,  but  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  import  duties-  had  increased 
from  $27,528,113  under  the  tariff  of 
1842  to  $64,022,863  in  1856,  the  debt 
at  the  close  of  1856  had  been  reduced 
only  to  $28,699,832.  This  is  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  net  ordinary 
expenditures  increased  from  $39,933,- 
543  in  1849,  the  first  year  of  the  nor- 
mal expenditure  after  the  Mexican 
War,  to  $66,772,528  in  1856.* 

Though  the  tariff  of  1846  remained 
in  force  for  eleven  years,  there  was 
considerable  agitation  for  tariff  re- 
vision during  this  time.  In  his  only 
message  to  Congress  President  Tay- 
lor recommended  a  revision  of  the 
tariff  and  the  adoption  of  a  sum  of 
specific  duties  which  would  fix  the 
rates  high  enough  "  to  afford  sub- 
stantial and  sufficient  encouragement 
to  our  own  industry  and  at  the  same 
time  so  adjust  it  as  to  insure  stability. 
I  do  not  doubt,"  he  said,  "  the  right 
or  duty  of  Congress  to  encourage  do- 


mestic industry."*  When  Fillmore 
became  President  he  repeated  this 
recommendation  in  his  first  annual 
message  of  December  2,  1850,t  but 
neither  recommendation  was  heeded 
by  Congress.  When  Pierce  became 
President  the  Democratic  party  came 
into  full  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  there  was  no  hope  for  a  re- 
vision of  the  tariff  in  the  direction  of 
higher  duties.  James  Guthrie,  of 
Kentucky,  became  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  opened  the  tariff  dis- 
cussion in  his  first  report,  December  6, 
1853,  recommending  that  the  tariff  be 
revised  so  as  to  enlarge  the  free  list 
and  reduce  the  tariff  on  dutiable 
items.  The  articles  recommended  for 
the  free  list  had  yielded  $8,000,000 
revenue  during  the  previous  year. 
All  other  merchandise  was  to  be 
divided  into  two  classes,  one  pajang 
duty  of  100  per  cent,  and  the  other  25 
per  cent.t  Other  things  distracted 
attention,  however,  and  nothing  was 
done. 

After  the  passage  of  the  coinage 
act  of  1834,  the  monetary  affairs  of 
the  country  remained  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory condition,  one  result  of 
the  act  being  that  the  subsidiary  sil- 
ver coins  had  disappeared  almost  alto- 
gether from  circulation.  So  much 
gold  had  been  produced  that  its  value 
was  lowered  considerably;  hence  its 


•  Stanwood,      American 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  86-87. 


Tariff      Controversies, 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
18. 

t  Hid,  vol.  v.,  p.  84. 

t  Stanwood,  American  Tariff  Controversies, 
vol.  ii..  pp.  95-96;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  38-39. 
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purchasing  power  over  commodities 
of  general  consumption  was  dimin- 
ished. At  this  time  the  vakie  of  gold, 
instead  of  silver,  fell,  and  the  neces- 
sity arose  of  an  adjustment  of  the 
legal  ratio  between  the  two  metals  — 
that  is,  if  bimetallism  were  to  be  con- 
tinued. After  1834  the  movement  to 
substitute  gold  for  silver  began  to 
gather  momentum,  which  was  greatly 
aided  by  the  fall  in  the  value  of  gold. 
The  long-standing  error  in  regard  to 
the  subsidiary  coinage  was  clearly  re- 
vealed not  later  than  1849  by  the  di- 
vergence between  the  legal  and  mar- 
ket ratios.  In  1834  an  ounce  of  gold 
bought  about  15.7  ounces  of  silver  in 
the  bullion  market,  but  in  1853,  be- 
cause of  the  drop  in  the  value  of  gold, 
the  same  quantity  would  buy  only 
15.4  ounces  of  silver.  Thus  a  man 
having  1,600  ounces  of  silver  would 
take  1,540  of  them  to  the  bullion  mar- 
ket, buy  100  ounces  of  gold,  and  legally 
acquit  himself  of  his  debts,  thereby 
gaining  60  ounces  by  paying  in  gold 
rather  than  silver.  Thus  it  was  that 
gold  began  to  drive  out  subsidiary 
silver  coins.*  Nothing  was  done  in 
Congress  to  remedy  this  state  of  af- 
fairs until  Thomas  Corwin,  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  called  attention  to 
the  situation  in  his  report  of  1852. 
Congress  then  took  the  matter  under 
consideration  and  on  March  8,  1852, 
Senator  R.  M.  T.  Hunter  made  an 
elaborate  report  to  the  Senate.  He 
declared  that  the  recommendations  of 


the  Secretary,  if  adopted,  would  give 
the  community  a  currency  of  silver 
tokens  instead  of  one  of  bank  notes  of 
smaller  denominations.  The  policy 
of  readjusting  the  legal  ratio  between 
gold  and  silver  could  not  safely  be 
attempted  until  some  permanent  rela- 
tions were  established  between  the 
market  values  of  the  two  metals.* 

On  January  15,  1853,  the  Secretary 
again  called  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  the  subject,  sliowing  that  the  scar- 
city of  silver  coinage  demanded  some 
legislative  action,  and  suggesting  that 
the  proper  remedy  was  to  order  a  new 
issue  of  silver  coinage  of  such  reduced 
weight  as  would  allow  it  to  circulate 
with  the  goid  coinage  of  established 
weight  and  fineness,  t 

Acting  under  the  Secretary's  rec- 
ommendation Congress  passed  what 
was  known  as  the  act  of  1853,  entitled 
"An  Act  Amendatory  of  Existing 
Laws  Relative  to  the  Half  Dollar, 
Quarter  Dollar,  Dime  and  Half 
Dime."t  The  weight  of  the  half  dol- 
lar was  reduced  to  192  grains,  and  the 
subsidiary  coins  in  proportion.  The 
law,  however,  did  not  change  the  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  the  standard  silver 
dollar.ll  The  free  and  unlimited  coin- 
age   of    that    dollar    still    continued. 


*  Liaiighlin,   Tlistory  of  Bimetallism,   pp.  75-77. 


*  Senate  Report  104,  32d  Congress,  Ist  session. 

f  Senate  Doc.  22,  p.   11. 

t  Act  of  February  21,  18.53,  Umted  States 
Statutes-at-Large,  vol.  X.,  p.  160.  The  bill,  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  passed  the  House  with 
practically  no  alteration,  94  voting  in  favor, 
while  the  noes  were  not  counted.  Congressional 
dlobe,  32d  Congress,  2d  session,  vol.  xxvi.,  pp. 
629-630. 

]|  Laughlin,  History  of  Bimetallism,  p.  82. 
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Under  this  act  silver  coins,  save  the 
dollar,  were  reduced  in  value  almost 
7  per  cent.,  and  their  legal  tender 
power  was  limited  to  $5.  The  fifth 
section  provided  that  no  deposits  for 
coinage  into  the  half  dollar,  quarter 
dollar,  dime  and  half  dime  should 
hereafter  be  received.  Thus  the  coin- 
age of  these  subsidiary  coins  was  lim- 
ited to  the  pleasure  of  the  Grovernment. 
Before  the  passage  of  the  act  2  half 
dollars,  4  quarters,  10  dimes,  or  20 
half  dimes,  weighed  412 lo  grains  of 
standard  silver,  equalling  the  weight 
of  the  silver  dollar,  but  under  the  act 
of  1853  the  same  number  of  these 
coins  weighed  onlj'  384  grains  of 
standard  silver.  Hitherto  100  cents 
of  fractional  silver  coin  had  contained 
371^/4  grains  of  pure  silver,  but  the 
act  of  1853  reduced  the  number  to 
345.6,  equivalent  to  a  reduction  of 
6.91  per  cent,  from  the  fonner  basis. 
This  would  result  in  bringing  into 
circulation  the  subsidiary  silver  coins, 
because,  as  there  were  only  345.6 
grains  of  pure  silver  to  the  dollar,  it 
was  not  equal  to  the  value  of  a  dol- 
lar's worth  of  gold  (23.2),  which  would 
bring  357^/4  grains  of  silver  at  a  mar- 
ket ratio  of  15.4.  Hence  if  a  person 
should  melt  a  dollar  he  would  have 
only  345.6  grains  of  pure  silver,  con- 
siderably short  of  3571/2  grains  which 
a  gold  dollar  would  buy,  and,  as  there 
would  be  no  profit,  there  would  be  no 
motive  in  melting  the  silver  coins  or 
withdrawing  them  from  circulation.* 


This  was  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  country  that  the  Government 
exercised  the  right  to  control  the  coin- 
age, and  denied  to  its  citizens  the  free 
coinage  of  their  bullion. 

In  1854  came  a  stringency  in  the 
money  market,  and  men's  minds  were 
distracted  by  the  hard  times.  Trade, 
during  the  summer,  was  more  slug- 
gish than  it  had  been  at  any  time 
since  1837.  Money  was  hard  to  get 
and  the  very  best  paper  sold  at  10 
to  12  per  cent.,  some  going  even  as 
high  as  IV2  per  cent,  per  month. 
These  conditions  brought  on  a  panic 
in  Wall  Street  in  September  of  1854, 
which  was  followed  in  November  by 
financial  distress  in  the  West  and 
South  and  the  suspension  of  payment 
by  many  banks  and  bankers.  In  New 
York,  commercial  paper  sold  at  from 
2  to  3  per  cent,  per  month.  Large 
numbers  of  men  were  thrown  out  of 
work  and  there  was  great  distress.* 
Many  attributed  the  hard  times  to  the 
Walker  tariff  and  urged  the  restora- 
tion of  the  tariff  of  1842.  In  his  mes- 
sage of  December  4,  1854,  President 
Pierce  said  that  "as  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  reduction  of  duties  with  a 
view  to  revenue,  and  under  protection, 
may  now  be  regarded  as  the  settled 
policy  of  the  country,  I  trust  that 
little  difficulty  will  be  encountered  in 
settling  the  details  of  a  measure  to 
that  effect,  "t  Accordingly  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  tariff  was  introduced  and 


*  Laughlin,  Ehtory  of  Bimetallism,  pp.  82-83. 


*  Rhodes,  Vnitcd  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  39-40. 
t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
285. 
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passed  the  House  late  in  February  of 
1855,  but  it  failed  in  the  Senate,  more 
from  want  of  time  than  from  any 
other  reason.*  Again,  in  his  annual 
message  of  December  31,  1855,  Presi- 
dent Pierce  stated  that  the  magnitude 
of  the  public  revenue  derived  from 
duties  on  exports  was  gratifying  evi- 
dence of  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, yet,  since  the  revenue  exceeded 
the  expenditures  by  many  millions,  a 
revision  and  reduction  of  the  tariff 
seemed  necessary.!  Guthrie,  too,  in 
his  report  of  December  of  1855,  argued 
that  the  admission  of  raw  materials 
free  of  duty  would  be  a  step  toward 
free  trade,  but  in  the  following  year 
(December,  1856)  Guthrie  submitted 
his  most  remarkable  report.  Since  the 
Government  still  had  more  revenue 
than  it  required,  he  thought  that  cus- 
toms duties  should  be  reduced,  and  ar- 
gued that,  if  duties  on  raw  materials 
were  taken  off  and  our  manufactures 
placed  on  a  par  with  those  of  other 
countries,  the  incidental  protection 
afforded  by  a  revenue  tariff,  combined 
with  the  skill  and  enterprise  of  our 
people,  would  still  be  sufficient  to 
allow  the  manufacturers  to  keep  pace 
with  those  of  any  other  nation.  Be- 
fore this  report  was  rendered,  how- 
ever, Lewis  D.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  had  reported  a  tariff  meas- 
ure  during  the  first   session  of  the 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  41. 
t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p. 
338. 


Thirty-Fourth  Congress,  but  it  was 
not  taken  up  for  action  until  the  third 
session,  beginning  December  1,  1856. 
As  originally  reported  the  bill  simply 
enlarged  the  free  list,  but  when  dis- 
cussion began  in   Committee  of  the 
A\Tiole,  Letcher,  of  Virginia,  handed 
down  a  minority  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  AVays  and  Means,  offering 
a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill  —  his 
scheme  in  brief  being  a  reduction  of 
20  per  cent,  in  the  rates  of  duties  upon 
each  schedule.     Boyce,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, made  a  still  more  radical  prop- 
osition—  to  reduce  all  duties  to  a  uni- 
form 20  per  cent,  basis,  and  to  make 
tea  and  coffee  dutiable  at  the  same 
rate.     The  debate  on  the  bill  did  not 
begin    until    January    13,    1857,    and 
even  then  it  drifted  into  a  discussion 
of  slavery.     Some  amendments  were 
offered,  and  one  proposed  by  Justin  S. 
Morrill,    of   Vermont,    was    adopted. 
Campbell's  first  bill  proposed  to  ad- 
mit free  all  wool  valued  at  less  than 
20  cents  a  pound  or  more  than  50 
cents,  the  idea  being  that  manufactur- 
ers would  have  cheap  wool  for  blank- 
ets and  other  low  priced  goods  and 
also  fine  wool  for  the  higher  priced 
fabrics.     The  duty  was  to  be  left  un- 
changed on  the  medium  wools  of  the 
quality  chiefly  produced  in  this  coun- 
try.    Morrill   proposed   to    shift   the 
maximum   valuation   for    the    coarse 
wools  from  20  to  10  cents,  and  the 
House  adopted  this  amendment  by  a 
vote  of  85  to  39.      Letcher's  substitute 
was  rejected,  Campbell's  was  adopted, 
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and  the  bill  was  passed  on  February 
20  by  a  vote  of  110  to  84.* 

When  the  bill  reached  the  Senate  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  from  which  on  February  24 
came  a  report  through  its  chairman, 
Hunter,  of  Virginia.  Hunter  reported 
the  House  bill  with  some  amendments, 
but  he  also  offered  a  substitute  for  it. 
The  bill  was  taken  up  but  not  debated, 
and  after  a  session  lasting  until  mid- 
night, was  passed.  The  most  import- 
ant amendment  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee was  the  reduction  in  the  rates 
of  duty  upon  articles  in  schedules  A 
and  B  (100  and  110  per  cent,  respec- 
tively) to  30  per  cent,  and  reducing 
all  the  rates  in  the  other  schedules  by 
20  per  cent. 

In  its  original  form  the  House  bill 
had  admitted  free  of  duty  wool  worth 
less  than  20  cents  a  pound,  but  by  Mor- 
rill's amendment  this  had  been  re- 
duced to  10  cents  a  pound.  Camp- 
bell's substitute  compromised  on  free 
wool  worth  less  than  15  cents  a  pound, 
home  valuation.  Hunter  proposed  to 
make  no  wool  free  of  duty,  but  to  levy 
a  duty  of  8  per  cent.  After  a  general 
debate  the  amendment  reducing  the 
rate  of  duty  on  articles  in  two  sched- 
ules to  30  per  cent,  and  all  other  duties 
by  one-fifth  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
35  to  13.  t  Fish,  of  New  York,  then 
moved  several  changes  in  the  pro- 
visions relating  to  wool.     Substitute, 


•  Stanwood,  American 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  97-102. 

t  Stanwood,  American 
vol.  ii.,  p.  106. 
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he  suggested,  20  for  15  cents  as  the 
maximum  value  of  cheap  wool  to  be 
imported  free  of  duty,  make  free  all 
wool  valued  at  over  60  cents  per  pound, 
and  adopt  foreign  instead  of  home 
valuation  in  both  cases.     All  sugges- 
tions  were    adopted.     Clay,    of   Ala- 
bama, then  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
the  original  bill  a  brief  bill  reducing 
all  duties  25  per  cent.     This  amend- 
ment was  adopted  without  debate  by 
a  vote  of  26  to  24,  among  those  voting 
in  favor  being  Hunter,  notwithstand- 
ing that  he  had  a  plan  of  his  own. 
When  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  the 
futility  of  any  attempt  to  force  such 
a  measure  through  Congress  became 
appai-ent.     Hunter   then    offered   his 
substitute,    to    which    Collamer    pro- 
posed  an   amendment,   the   effect   of 
which  was  to  leave  all  avooI  dutiable 
at  23  per  cent.     This  amendment  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  26  to  23.    Doug- 
las, of  Illinois,  next  offered  an  amend- 
ment that  wool  valued  at  less  than  20 
cents  per  pound  be  admitted  free  of 
duty,  which  amendment  was. carried 
by  a  vote  of  33  to  9.     At  last  Hunter's 
bill  was  substituted  for  the  original 
by  a  vote  of  33  to  12,  and  then  the  bill 
was  passed  without  a  division.*    The 
House,  however,  would  not  agree  to 
the  Senate  bill,  and  a  committee  of 
conference  was  appointed,  consisting 
of    Senators    Hunter,    Douglas,    and 
Seward,  and  Representatives  Camp- 
bell, of  Ohio,  DeWitt,  of  Ma?ssachu- 


*  stanwood,     American 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  107-108. 
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setts,  and  Letcher,  of  Virginia.  '  The 
committee  adopted  the  Senate  bill  in 
its  general  features  so  far  as  the  re- 
duction of  rates  was  concerned  and 
the  transfers  of  raw  materials  to 
lower  schedules  or  to  the  free  list  as 
proposed  by  the  House.  Although 
the  report  of  the  committee  encoun- 
tered much  opposition  in  both  Houses, 
the  compromise  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  123  to  72  in  the  House  and  33 
to  8  in  the  Senate.  The  bill  was 
signed  by  the  President  on  March  3, 
1857.* 

Hardly  had  the  President  signed 
this  tariff  bill  when  the  country  be- 
gan to  receive  warnings  of  financial 
trouble  ahead,  the  tocsin  being 
sounded  by  Greeley  in  the  New  York 
Tribune  of  March  28,  1857.  By  July 
the  people  were  beginning  'to  com- 
plain of  hard  times  and  money  was 
difficult  to  obtain  even  on  the  best 
security.  On  August  24,  1857,  the 
Ohio  Life  Lisurance  and  Trust  Com- 
pany, of  Cincinnati,  failed  with  lia- 
bilities of  $7,000,000.  t  When  the  an- 
nouncement was  made  at  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange  a  panic  fol- 
lowed, stocks  fell,  and  many  brokers 
and  bankers  were  unable  to  meet  their 
obligations.  Money  rose  to  3,  4  and 
5  per  cent,  per  month,  banks  began  to 


•Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  44;  Stan- 
wood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
108.  For  the  rates  see  Thompson,  History  of 
Protective  Tariff  Laws,  chaps,  xxxix.-xl. 

t  Evans  {History  of  the  Commercial  Crisis  of 
185y-185S,  p.  34)  says  that  numerous  failures 
had  taken  place  before  the  commencement  of  the 
crisis  but  that  they  had  attracted  little  attention. 


contract  their  loans,  and  deposits 
were  withdrawn  by  the  uneasy  people. 
On  September  25  the  Bank  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  Philadelphia  suspended 
payment,  and  a  run  on  all  the  banks 
ensued.*  A  meeting  of  bank  presi- 
dents was  held  in  September  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  to  suspend 
specie  payments,  an  action  that  was 
followed  in  quick  succession  by  the 
banks  of  Baltimore,  Pittsburg,  and 
Reading.  Then,  early  in  October,  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  made  an  as- 
signment, the  New  York  and  Erie 
Railroad  Company  protested  its  notes, 
and  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
Company  suspended  payment  on  its 
floating  debt.  A  heavy  run  began  on 
all  the  New  York  banks  until  finally, 
on  October  13,  they  decided  to  suspend 
specie  payments.!  The  banks  of  New 
England,  New  York  State,  and  New 
Jersey  next  stopped  payment  of  coin, 
and  the  same  course  was  taken  by 
nearly  every  financial  institi;tion  in 
the  country.  The  price  of  commodi- 
ties began  to  decline,  merchants  no 
longer  had  trade,  and  failure  after 
failure  resulted. J  The  idleness  of 
manufacturing  establishments  was  a 
serious  problem,  since  large  numbers 


*  Ton  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  Hls- 
ior;/,  vol.  vi.,  p.   118  et  seq. 

t  At  this  time  exchange  was  at  par,  there  was 
an  abundant  harvest,  and  a  premium  of  %  to  % 
per  cent,  on  metal.  See  Juglar,  Brief  History  of 
Panics,  p.  85. 

%  In  1857  there  were  in  the  United  States  and 
the  British  provinces  6,022  failures  with  liabili- 
ties of  $282,335,000.  Uurmg  the  first  three 
months  of  1S58  there  were  1.540  failures  with 
liabilities  of  $31,733,000. 
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of  men  were  thrown  out  of  work,  the 
conditions  being  most  appalling  in 
New  York  City  where  between  30,000 
and  40,000  men  lacked  employment. 
Mayor  Fernando  Wood,  of  New  York, 
urged  the  prosecution  of  public  works, 
and  recommended  that  the  city  pur- 
chase 50,000  barrels  of  flour  and  cor- 
responding quantities  of  provisions 
to  "supply  to  workmen  at  cost  jo rices  in 
payment  for  their  labor.  There  were 
many  meetings  and  processions  of  the 
unemployed,  and  so  threatening  did 
their  attitiade  become  that  soldiers 
were  sent  to  guard  the  Sub-Treasury 
and  banks  in  Wall  Street.* 

The  panic  has  been  ascribed  to  vari- 
ous causes  by  different  writers,  some 
attributing  it  to  the  reduction  of  the 
tariff  in  1857,  others  to  the  speculation 
engendered  by  the  new  supply  of  gold 
from  California,  and  still  others  to 
the  expoi't  of  specie  and  the  increased 
importations  of  merchandise.!  But  it 
is  generally  considered  that  the  true 
cause  of  the  panic  lay  in  underlying 
undue  extension  of  credit.  The 
large  increase  in  importations  had 
raised  the  foreign  commercial  debt 
from  $166,000,000  in  1847  to  $393,- 
500,000  in  1857,1  and  while  thus  en- 
gaged in  this  dangerous  process  peo- 
ple   were    over-investing    at    home, 

*  Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   iii.,  pp.  47—49. 

t  See  Evans,  History  of  the  Commercial  Crisis 
of  1857-1S58;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and 
Political  History,  vol,  vi.,  p.  99  et  seq.;  Tlie  Fi- 
nancial Flurry,  in  Atlantic  Monthly  (November, 
1857). 

t  Stanwood,  American  Tariff  Controversies, 
vol  ii.,  p  112,  quoting  Ezra  C.  Seaman  in  Hunt's 
Merchant  Magazine  for  December,  1857,  p.  664. 


chiefly  in  new  railroad  enterprises. 
In  1846  there  were  less  than  5,000 
miles  of  railway,  but  at  the  end  of 
1856  there  were  more  than  22,000 
miles.  The  capital  and  indebtedness 
of  the  railways  in  1857  were  $900,000,- 
000,  of  which  $700,000,000  had  been 
invested  in  the  previous  nine  years. 
The  funds  for  these  enterprises  came 
chiefly  from  the  small  accumulations 
of  local  tradesmen  and  farmers  or  by 
loan  of  the  credit  of  counties  and 
towns.  The  extensions  of  the  railway 
systems  seem  to  be  justified.  Immi- 
grants were  pouring  into  the  country 
and  the  newly  built  railways  penetrat- 
ing the  West  were  so  many  fiords  by 
which  the  tide  reached  the  interior. 
Completion  of  the  railways  stopped 
the  great  activity  which  their  con- 
struction had  produced,  and  the  rev- 
enues derived  from  the  operation  of 
trains  through  sparsely  settled  re- 
gions were  not  sufficient  to  cover  the 
expenses.  Moreover,  many  people 
had  subscribed  for  stock  beyond  their 
means,  had  borrowed  money  to  meet 
the  payments,  and,  when  their  loans 
were  called,  were  forced  to  sell  this 
stock  at  a  sacrifice.  As  a  result  the 
price  of  railway  shares  suffered  a 
heavy  decline,  and  this  depression  in 
the  stock  market  gave  the  first  indi- 
cation that  financial  troubles  were 
approaching.* 

An  accessory  cause  was  the  expan- 
sion of  bank  loans  and  circulation. 
On  January  1,  1856,  the  banks  had  de- 


*  Stanvi'ood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  112-113. 
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posits  aggregating  more  than  $212,- 
000,000,  notes  in  circulation  to  about 
$195,000,000,  and  less  than  $60,000,000 
in  specie,  being  a  reserve  of  less  than 
141/2  per  cent.*  The  banks  of  New 
York  and  New  England  were  sound 
and  their  circulation  did  not  greatly 
exceed  the  safe  mark,  but  the  western 
banks  had  run  wild  in  their  issues  of 
paper;  hence  when  the  New  York 
banks  suspended  the  western  banks 
were  compelled  to  follow.  The  effect 
of  the  panic  on  the  revenues  of  the 
country  was  disastrous.  Whereas  the 
total  receipts  from  customs  duties 
during  the  year  from  July  1,  1856,  to 
June  30,  1857,  had  been  nearly  $64,- 
000,000,  during  the  same  period  from 
1857  to  1858  the  revenues  were  less 
than  $42,000,000,  and  the  value  of  im- 
ported goods  fell  from  $350,000,000 
to  less  than  $264,000,000.  f 

Immediately  after  the  suspension 
the  New  York  banks  began  to  gain  in 
specie,  and  on  December  12  the  re- 
sumption of  specie  payments  was  be- 
gun. Two  days  later  the  Boston  banks 
followed.  The  recovery,  however,  was 
not  sufficient  to  restore  the  Treasury 
to  the  sound  condition  of  obtaining 
revenue  enough  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  Government.  Instead  of 
increasing  taxation  Congress  resorted 
to  Treasury  notes  and  two  loans.  In 
December  of  1857,  an  issue  of  $20,- 
000,000  in  Treasury  notes  was  sanc- 


*  Juglar  {Brief  History  of  Panics,  pp.  82-?3) 
gives  slightly  different  figures 

t  Stanwood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  114-115. 


tioned;  on  June  14,  1858,  a  loan  of 
$20,000,000  was  authorized,  and,  on 
June  20,  1860,  a  further  loan  of  $20,- 
000,000,  though  of  the  last  loan  only 
$7,022,000  could  be  sold.  Thus, 
whereas  the  debt  on  July  1,  1857,  had 
been  less  than  $29,000,000,  it  rose  to 
nearly  $45,000,000  at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  1858,  to  more  than  $58,- 
000,000  in  1859,  and  to  nearly  $65,- 
000,000  in  1860. 

In  the  spring  of  1858  hopes  were 
entertained  that  business  would  re- 
vive, but  these  hopes  proved  delusive, 
and  during  nearly  all  that  year  hard 
times  continued  unabated.  Toward 
the  close  of  the  year  and  at  the  open- 
ing of  1859,  however,  it  seemed  as  if 
good  times  had  begun  again.  The 
South  was  prosperous,  general  crops 
as  well  as  cotton  were  abundant  and 
prices  high,  but  in  June  of  1859  a  kill- 
ing frost  laid  low  wheat,  grain,  pota- 
toes, vegetables  and  fruit  in  a  large 
portion  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  IlHnois.  Never- 
theless by  1860  conditions  had  become 
fairly  good,  another  season  of  com- 
mercial prosperity  began,  and  the 
country  would  probably  have  taken  a 
long  step  towards  its  former  pros- 
perity had  not  all  calculations  been 
upset  by  political  troubles  and  the  on- 
coming Civil  War. 

The  political  situation  was  unfa- 
vorable to  a  prompt  consideration  of 
tariff  revision.  The  Democratic  mem- 
bers of  Congress  were  opposed  to  a 
protective  policy,  while  the  single  aim 
of  the  Republicans  was  the  prevention 
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of  slavery  extension.  Since  the 
strength  of  the  Republican  party  was 
drawn  from  both  the  Whig  and  Demo- 
cratic parties  on  the  slavery  issue, 
any  attempt  to  commit  the  organiza- 
tion to  a  tariff  policy  would  have  di- 
vided it.  But  so  pressing  did  the  de- 
mands of  the  Treasury  become  that 
President  Buchanan,  in  his  annual 
message  of  December  8,  1857,  could 
no  longer  conceal  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  the  Nation's  finances,  yet  he 
considered  that  the  tariff  had  been  in 
operation  so  short  a  time  that  it  would 
be  inadvisable  to  revise  it.*  On  De- 
cember 6,  1858,  however,  he  said  that 
it  would  be  wise  policy  to  increase  the 
revenues  enough  to  eqiial  expendi- 
tures, and  that  it  wo.uld  be  ruinous  to 
continue  to  borrow. f  In  his  third  an- 
nual message  on  December  19,  1859, 
he  merely  referred  to  his  former  opin- 
ions, saying  that  they  had  undergone 
no  change. I  Before  he  sent  his  fourth 
and  last  annual  message  the  Morrill 
tariff  bill  had  already  passed  the 
House  and  awaited  action  by  the 
Senate.  The  Thirty-Sixth  Congress 
began  its  first  session  in  December  of 
1859.  On  April  6,  1860,  Justin  S. 
Morrill,  of  Vermont,  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  intro- 
duced a  bill  which  he  had  vainly  tried 
to  get  before  the  House  during  the 
previous  Congress.  This  provided 
for  a  loan  of  $10,000,000  to  pay  out- 


standing Treasury  notes,  and  for  a 
complete  revision  of  the  tariff.  The 
debate  began  on  April  13  and  con- 
tinued until  May  10,  when  the  final 
votes  were  taken.  Just  before  the 
committee  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  an  amendment  was  moved,  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  reenact  the 
tariff  of  1846,  but  this  was  A\ithdrawn. 
When  the  bill  finally  came  up  in  the 
House  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
was  rejected,  63  to  101,  and  the  bill 
was  then  passed,  105  to  64,  the  vote 
being  nearly  on  party  lines.*  In  the 
Senate  the  Committee  on  Finance  re- 
ported the  bill  back  on  June  13,  and  a 
motion  to  defer  action  until  the  nest 
session  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  25  to 
23.  Though  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  postponement  was  entered  and 
passed  by  a  vote  of  33  to  17,  the  ses- 
sion Avas  too  near  its  end  to  permit  a 
consideration  of  the  bill,  and  it  Avent 
over  to  the  second  session.f  When 
Congress  reassembled  in  1860  the 
tariff  question  was  again  brought  up. 
Before  the  debate  began  the  Senators 
of  six  States  had  withdrawn  —  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  Since  12 
Democratic  Senators  were  absent,  the 
Republicans  were  in  control  of  affairs, 
and  the  passage  of  the  measure  was 
easy.  In  the  early  part  of  the  session, 
however,  the  opponents  of  the  bill 
were  still  able  to  obstruct  it.    On  De- 


*  See  his  message  of  December  8,  1857,  Rich- 
ardson, Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  p.  436. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
521-522. 

t  Ibid,  vol.   v..   p.  552. 


*  Stanwood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol. 
ii.,  pp  120-121;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  57-58. 

t  Stanwood,, -Imerican  Tariff  Controversies,  vol. 
ii..  pp.  122-123. 


442 


THE  MOERILL  TARIFF. 


cember  11,  by  a  vote  of  29  to  27,  a 
motion  was  carried  to  refer  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which 
was  hostile  to  its  adoption.     On  De- 
cember 20  tliis  committee  reported  the 
measure  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  be  postponed  until  March  4,  which 
in  reality  meant  that  no  further  con- 
sideration be  given  it.    A  select  com- 
mittee of  five  Senators  was  then  ap- 
pointed   to    reopen    the    matter,    a 
majority  of  whom  were  in  favor  of 
the    principle    of    the    bill.     Accord- 
ingly, on  February  1,  1861,  the  bill 
reappeared  in  the  Senate  with  numer- 
ous amendments  proposed  by  the  se- 
lect committee,  and  the  debate  was 
begun.     Almost  an  entire  week  was 
consumed  with  these  amendments  and 
others  offered  by  individual  Senators. 
The  first  amendment  related  to  the 
wool  duty.     Under  the  law  in  force  a 
duty  of  24  per  cent,  was  levied  on  all 
wool  valued  at  20  cents  or  more  per 
pound,  while  all  valued  at  less  than 
20    cents    was    admitted    free.      As 
finally  passed  by  the  House  in  1861  a 
duty  of  3  cents  per  pound  was  laid  on 


wool  valued  at  18  cents  and  less  than 
24  cents  per  pound,  and  of  9  cents  on 
wool  valued  at  more  than  24  cents. 
The  bill  was  passed  February  20  by 
a  vote  of  25  to  14  wdthout  the  oppo- 
sition of  a  single  Republican.  It  was 
then  sent  to  the  House,  which  body 
returned  it  with  156  amendments. 
Upon  being  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  much  opposition  was 
encountered,  and  the  members  were 
disposed  to  obstruct  the  measure  by 
insisting  upon  a  separate  considera- 
tion and  a  separate  vote  on  each 
amendment.  Ultimately  every  amend- 
ment was  debated  save  one,  this  being 
a  provision  taxing  coffee  and  tea. 
This  item  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  conference,  which  recommended 
that  the  Senate  recede,  and  the  report 
was  promptly  agreed  to  by  both 
Houses ;  thus  under  the  Morrill  tariff 
tea  and  coffee  were  admitted  without 
duty.  The  bill  as  passed  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  March  2, 
and  took  effect  on  April  1,  1861.* 

*  Stanwood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  123-126. 
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1860-1861. 

THE    ANSWER    OF    THE    SOUTH. 

Governor  Gist's  message  to  the  South  Carolina  legislature  —  Charleston's  manifestations  of  disloyalty  —  Calling 
of  a  State  convention  —  Scott's  advice  to  the  President  —  Anderson's  report  —  Division  among  the  Cabinet 
members  —  Buchanan's  message  to  Congress  — ■  Sentiment  in  the  North  —  Weed's  plan  of  compromise  — 
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South  CaroUna's  ordinance  of  secession  and  address  —The  struggle  in  Georgia  —  Anderson's  removal  to  Fort 
Sumter  —  Seizure  of  National  property  —  The  Cabinet  deliberations  —  Buchanan 's  interview  with  Southern 
commissioners  —  Black's  revision  of  Buchanan's  reply  — The  commissioner's  answer. 


In  the  elevation  of  Lincoln  to  tlie 
Presidency  the  North  had  spoken  in 
ringing  terms,  declaring  against  the 
further  extension  of  slavery.  The 
South  quickly  made  answer,  though 
the  answer  was  not  formulated  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment.  As  early  as 
September  15,  1856,  Governor  Henry 
A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  had  written  to 
the  governors  of  other  Southern 
States,  suggesting  a  rebellion  in  case 
Fremont  were  elected  President.* 

On  October  12,  1860,  three  days 
after  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  had 
virtually  decided  the  Presidental  con- 
test. Governor  Gist  issued  his  procla- 
mation convening  the  South  Carolina 
legislature  in  special  session  to  ap- 
point Presidential  electors  and  also, 
if  advisable,  to  take  action  for  the 
safety  and  protection  of  the  State. 
When  the  legislature  met  on  Novem- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Li/e  0/  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
299.     See  also  the  letters  of  Mason,  Yancey,  Wise 
and  Gist,  quoted  in  ibid,  pp.  300,  301,  302,  SOS- 
SOT,  and  the  replies  of  the  governors,  pp.  307-314. 
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ber  5  the  governor  sent  it  a  mes- 
sage in  which  he  advocated,  in  the 
event  of  Lincoln's  election,  both  seces- 
sion and  insurrection.  He  recom- 
mended that  provision  be  made  for 
the  holding  of  a  convention  wdth  a 
view  to  severing  the  connection  of 
South  Carolina  with  the  Federal 
Union.  Under  the  plea  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  meet  force  with  force, 
he  recommended  a  reorganization  of 
the  miUtia  and  the  raising  and  drill- 
ing of  an  army  of  10,000  volunteers.* 
On  the  night  of  the  National  elec- 
tion Charleston  anxiously  awaited  the 
result,  and  as  soon  as  Lincoln's  elec- 
tion was  assured  the  news  was  hailed 
with  joy  and  acclamation  by  both 
leaders  and  people.  All  that  night 
and  the  following  day  the  streets  were 
crowded  with  excited  people  who  with 
one  accord  invoked  secession  as  the 


*  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  243-244 ;  Rhodes,  United  States, 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  114-115;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  328-329;  Wilson,  Rise  and 
Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii.,  p.  2. 
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remedy  for  their  grievances.  Mani- 
festations of  disloyalty  became  uni- 
versal, clubs  were  transformed  into 
military  companies,  drill  rooms  in 
armories  were  alive  with  nightly 
meetings,  and  the  State  swarmed  with 
volunteer  organizations  of  minute 
men.  The  two  United  States  Sena- 
tors and  the  principal  Federal  officials 
resigned  their  offices.*  A  great  mass 
meeting  was  held  at  Charleston  on 
November  17  which  was  attended  by 
the  leading  merchants  and  prominent 
men  of  the  city.  At  noon  a  white  flag 
bearing  a  palmetto  tree  and  a  lone 
star  was  stretched  across  one  of  the 
streets  and  was  hailed  wdth  cheers 
and  expressions  of  passionate  attach- 
ment. Music,  salutes  and  huzzas  filled 
the  air,  orations  and  processions  oc- 
cupied the  day,  and  illuminations  and 
bonfires  beautified  the  night,  f 

Meanwhile  the  legislature  had  ap- 
pointed Presidential  electors  and 
instructed  them  to  vote  for  Breckin- 
ridge and  Lane,  but  instead  of 
adjourning,  as  had  been  the  custom 
heretofore,  the  body  continued  in  ses- 
sion and  passed  some  important  bills. 
In  1859  a  military  contingent  fund  of 
$100,000  had  been  conditionally  ap- 
propriated and  it  was  proposed  to 
place  this  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the 
governor  for  the  purchase  of  im- 
proved small  arms,  a  field  battery  of 
rifled  cannon,  accoutrements,  and  an 


additional  supply  of  tents.  This  res- 
olution was  passed  on  November  7. 
The  chief  measure  of  the  session,  how- 
ever, was  a  bill,  introduced  at  the 
behest  of  a  large  mass  meeting  of 
Charleston  citizens,  to  provide  for  the 
calling  of  a  State  convention.  Such 
a  bill  was  unanimously  passed  by  the 
House  on  November  9  and  by  the  Sen- 
ate on  November  17,  directing  that  the 
convention  be  held  on  December  17 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  re- 
lations of  South  Carolina  with  the 
Northern  States  and  the  National 
Government.  This  was  well  under- 
stood to  mean  the  adoption  of  an  ordi- 
nance of  secession.  The  special  ses-- 
sion  of  the  legislature  then  adjourned 
to  meet  again  on  November  26.* 

December  6  had  been  fixed  as  the 
day  on  which  delegates  to  the  South 
Carolina  convention  should  be  chosen. 
Party  differences  did  not  figure  in  the 
election  of  delegates,  nor  were  the 
candidates  nominated  by  parties.  In 
some  places  they  were  named  by  pub- 
lic meetings,  and  in  Charleston  the 
nominations  were  made  through  the 
advertising  columns  of  the  news- 
papers. The  election  depended  on 
the  personal  standing  and  ability  of 
the  candidates,  and  in  the  main  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  the  State 
were  selected  as  delegates.  Of  the  22 
elected  from  the  Charleston  district, 


*  Wilson,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  4,  6;  Von  Hoist,  vol.  vii., 
pp.  246-247. 

fNicolay  and  Hay,  I^ife  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
332-^34;   Rhodes,  United  Sta-tes,  vol.  iii.,  p.  116, 


*Rliode3,  United  States,  vol,  iii.,  pp.  117-118; 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  PoUlical  History, 
vol,  vii.,  p.  247;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.  ii.,  pp.  331-334;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall 
of  .S7o!'e  Poiver,  vol.  iii.,  p.  6, 
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17  favored  prompt  secession,  three  fa- 
vored secession  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and  the  other  two  were  non-com- 
mittal.* 

After  the  October  elections  the 
majority  in  the  North  deemed  the 
secession  of  South  Carolina  probable, 
and  some  in  the  South  were  sure  that 
South  Carolina  would  declare  for 
secession  before  Christmas,  t  On 
October  29,  1860,  Lieutenant-General 
Winfield  Scott  communicated  to  the 
President  his  serious  apprehensions 
of  coming  danger  and  urged  that 
every  precaution  be  taken  which  the 
power  of  the  Administration  could 
bring  to  bear.J  He  advised  that 
nine  important  seacoast  forts  be  so 
strongly  garrisoned  immediately  that 
it  would  be  impossible  for  any  of  them 
to  be  taken  by  surprise.  Scott  pointed 
out  that,  of  the  nine  forts  eiramerated 
by  him,  six  (Moultrie  and  Sumter  at 
Charleston,  Pickens  and  McEee  at 
Pensacola,  and  Jackson  and  St.  Phil- 
lip guarding  the  Mississippi  below 
New  Orleans)  were  twin  forts  on  op- 
posite sides  of  a  channel  and  were 
especially  valuable  for  giving  each 
other  mutual  suppoi't.  These  works, 
together  wth  the  three  others  (Port 
Morgan  at  Mobile,  Pulaski  below 
Savannah,  and  Fortress  Monroe  at 
Hampton  Roads) ,  were  not  only  -works 
of  local  defence  but  of  the  highest 
strategical    value.      Buchanan,    how- 


ever, utterly  ignored  Scott's  timely 
advice.* 

On  November  13  Major  Robert  An- 
derson, then  in  New  York,  was  ordered 
to  take  command  of  the  forts  and 
forces  in  Charleston  harbor.  Ander- 
son reached  Fort  Moultrie  and  as- 
sumed command  on  November  21, 
1860.  On  the  23d,  in  company  with 
Captain  J.  G.  Foster,  the  engineer  in 
charge,  Anderson  made  a  tour  of  in- 
spection and  transmitted  to  the  War 
Department  a  detailed  report  in  which 
he  stated  that,  if  the  Government  de- 
sired to  retain  the  control  of  Charles- 
ton harbor,  Fort  Sumter  and  Castle 
Pinckney  must  be  garrisooied  at  once.f 
Instead  of  accepting  Anderson's  ad- 
vice, however.  President  Buchanan 
took  counsel  with  Jefferson  Davis  re- 
garding liis  annual  message,  modi- 
fying it  in  deference  to  the  latter 's 
suggestions,  t  Moreover,  the  adju- 
tant-general sent  instructions  to  An- 
derson, which  contained  little  but  cold 
comfort,  to  the  effect  that  he  might 
employ  civilians  in  fatigue  and  police 
duties  and  forward  some  laborers  to 
Castle  Pinckney.  Anderson  was  cau- 
tioned to  send  his  communications  to 
the  adjutant-general  or  the  Secretary 
of  War,  the  evident  purpose  of  the 
order  being  to  keep  General  Scott  in 


*  Rhodes,  United  fitaies,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  123-125. 

t  Trent,  Life  of  William  Gilmore  iSimms,  p.  253. 

t  Wright,  Life  of  Scott,  p.  296;  Von  Hoist,  Con- 
stitutional and  Political  History,  vol,  vii.,  p.  313 
et  seq. 


*  Buchanan's  Administration,  p,  104;  VoD 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
vii.,  p.  316. 

t  Official  Records,  series  i,,  vol.  i,,  p.  74  ct  seq. 
See  also  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii., 
p.  349  et  seq.;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
131-132. 

t  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Oov- 
ernment,  vol.  i.,  p.  59. 
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ignorance  of  the  exact  state  of  affairs 
in  Charleston.*  On  November  28 
Anderson  again  wrote  to  the  War 
Department,  calling  attention  to  liis 
alarming  lack  of  soldiers  and  the 
practical  impossibility  of  his  repel- 
ling an  assault  or  resisting  a  siege. 
He  asked  whether,  if  South  Carolina 
should  secede,  the  forts  were  to  be 
surrendered;  for  if  they  were  to  be 
surrendered  he  considered  that  he 
ought  to  have  definite  instructions  to 
that  effect,  but  if  they  were  to  be  de- 
fended troops  or  vessels  of  war  should 
be  sent  immediately,  t  On  December  1 
the  adjutant-general  replied  that  An- 
derson should  so  act  as  not  to  incur 
the  charge  of  initiating  a  collision.  If 
he  were  attacked  he  was  expected  to 
defend  the  trust  committed  to  him, 
but  the  adjutant-general  thought, 
judg-ing  from  the  recent  excitement, 
that  an  addition  to  the  number  of 
troops  in  the  harbor  would  only  add 
to  the  bitterness  and  might  lead  to 
serious  results.! 

Meanwhile  there  was  an  amazing 
change  of  sentiment  among  the  Cab- 
inet members.  Only  a  few  days  had 
passed  after  Lincoln's  election  when 
the  Cabinet  became  divided  into  hos- 
tile camps,  the  Unionist  faction  con- 
sisting of  Secretary  of  State  Cass, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  Toucey,  Attor- 
ney-General Black,  and  Postmaster- 
General  Holt,  while  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Cobb,  Secretary  of  the  In- 


terior Thompson  and  Secretary  of 
War  Floyd  were  secessionists.*  When 
the  original  draft  of  the  President's 
message  was  read  to  the  Cabinet  it 
received  general  approval,  in  the 
main,  of  all  but  Cobb  and  Thompson, 
they  objecting  to  the  denial  of  the 
right  of  secession,  t  Accordingly, 
four  days  after  the  President  sent  his 
message  to  Congress,  Secretary  Cobb 
resigned  his  position ;  Thompson  clung 
to  his  place  a  month  longer,  though 
had  President  Buchanan  been  made 
of  sterner  stuff  his  resignation  would 
have  been  demanded  at  once. 

The  annual  message  dated  Decem- 
ber 3,  1860, t  was  concerned  mainly 
with  two  subjects  —  slavery  and  dis- 
union. On  the  subject  of  slavery  the 
message  repeated  the  old  Buchanan 
arguments  and  assertions,  charging 
the  North  with  responsibility  for  the 
present  peril.  As  a  remedy,  the  mes- 
sage recommended  an  amendment  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  recognizing 
slavery  in  States  which  had  adopted 
it  or  might  adopt  it  and  expressly  giv- 
ing it  existence  and  protection  in  the 
Federal  Territories.  The  President 
denied  the  right  of  secession  on  the 
ground  that  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  builders  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  never  intended  to  im- 
plant in  its  bosom  the  seeds  of  its  own 
destruction,  nor  were  they  guilty  of 


*  Of/icial  Records,  series  i.,  vol.  i.,  pp.  76-77. 
f  Ibid,  vol.  ii.,  pp.   78-79,   81-82. 
tibid,  vol.  i.,  pp.  82-83. 


*  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
360. 

t  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  233.  See 
also  Lssays  and  Speeches  of  J.  S.  Black,  p.  11. 

t  For  which  see  Richardson,  Messages  and 
Papers,  vol.  v.,  pp.  626-653. 
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the  absurdity  of  providing  for  its  own 
dissolution.  "  Secession,"  said  he, 
"  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  revo- 
lution."* Nevertheless,  the  Presi- 
dent entered  upon  an  extended  argu- 
ment to  prove  that  Congress  had  no 
right  to  coerce  a  State,  in  which  rea- 
soning he  had  the  support  of  the 
Attorney-Generalf  and,  undoubtedly, 
of  many  of  the  lawyers  of  the  North 
irrespective  of  party  attachment;  but 
lie  made  no  recommendations,  other 
than  those  mentioned,  by  wliich  the 
impending  calamity  might  be  averted.  J 
Buchanan's  message  failed  to  sat- 
isfy positive  men  in  either  section. 
Some  in  the  North  appreciated  the 
distinction  he  had  made  regarding  the 
coercion  of  a  seceding  State  and  the 
upholding  within  her  limits  of  Na- 
tional authority,  while  others  saw  in 
the  President's  course  a  possible 
chance  of  averting  civil  war.ll     But 


*"  President  Buchanan  had.  in  his  message  to 
Congress,  denounced  secession  as  revolutionary, 
liut  liad  hesitated  at  tlie  logical  conclusion  of  the 
right  of  'coercion,'  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
government,  as  not  warranted  by  the  text  of  the 
Constitution.  Timid,  secretive,  cold,  and  witli  no 
other  policy  than  that  of  selfish  expediency,  the 
remnant  of  his  administration  was  marked  by 
emliarrassment,  double-dealing,  and  weak  and 
contemptible  querulousness." — E.  A.  Pollard, 
I'irxt   }  ear  of  the  War,  p.  39. 

tFor  Black's  opinion  see  Von  Hoist,  Constiiu- 
tional  and  Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  319  et 
scq. 

t  For  discussions  of  the  message  see  Nicolay 
:nid  Hay.  I.ifr  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  365  et  seq.; 
Rhodes,  United  states,  vol.  iii.,  p.  132  ct  seq.; 
Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii., 
p.  11  et  seq.;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and 
Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  380  et  seq. 

II  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  353, 
,J57. 


the  message  failed  to  satisfy  the 
South,  since  the  disunionists  did  not 
relish  denial-  of  the  right  to  seces- 
sion.* In  the  North  the  question  was 
asked :  What  would  the  Republicans 
do  to  prevent  disunion?  Some  con- 
sidered the  declarations  of  the  South- 
erners as  idle  threats  and  mere  bun- 
combe, but  the  majority  looked  the 
matter  squarely  in  the  face.  They 
seemed  to  think  that  the  Democrats 
of  the  South  should  submit  to  the 
election  of  Lincoln  as  the  Northern 
Democrats  were  doing  and  as  the  Re- 
publicans had  done  when  Buchanan 
was  elected.  Those  who  beheved  the 
South  to  be  morall}^  and  politically 
obligated  to  submission  considered 
that  secession  was  not  short  of  vio- 
lence, was  treason,  and  that  men  en- 
gaged in  siieli  work  were  traitors.  On 
the  other  hand,  Greeley,  in  a  leading 
article  in  the  Neiv  York  Tribune,  No- 
vember 9,  said : 

"  If  the  Cotton  States  shall  decide  that  they 
can  do  better  out  of  the  Union  than  in  it  wo 
insist  on  letting  them  go  in  peace.f  The  right  to 
secede  may  be  a  revolutionary  one  but  it  exists 
nevertheless.*  *  **  Whenever  a  considerable 
section  of  our  Union  shall  deliberately  resolve  to 
go  out  we  shall  resist  all  coercive  measures  to 
keep  it  in.  We  hope  never  to  live  in  a  Republic, 
whereof  one  section  is  pinned  to  the  residue  by 
bayonets." 


<*  Writing  to  Dix  April  19,  1861,  Buchanan 
said:  "After  my  annual  message  of  the  3d  of 
December  *  ♦  *  the  southern  friends  of  the 
Administration  fell  away  from  it." — Curtis,  Life 
of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  542. 

t  Garrison  suggested:  "Now,  then,  let  there  be 
a  convention  of  the  free  States,  called  to  organize 
an  independent  government  on  free  and  just  prin- 
ciples, and  let  them  say  to  the  slave  States: 
Though  you  are  without  excuse  for  your  treason- 
able conduct,  depart  in  peace!     Though  you  have 
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This  line  of  argument  continued  in 
the  Tribune  for  some  time.*     Other 
journals  followed  Greeley's  lead,  on 
November   25,    1860,   the  Neiv   York 
Herald   sa3dng:     "Coercion   in   any 
event  is  out  of  the  question.     A  Union 
held  together  by  the  bayonet  would  be 
nothing  better  than  a  military  despot- 
ism," and  again,  "Each  State  is  or- 
ganized   as    a    complete   government 
holding  the   purse   and  wielding  the 
sword,  possessing  the  right  to  break 
the  tie  of  the  Confederation  and  to 
repel  coercion  as  a  nation  might  repel 
invasion.    *    *    *    Coercion  if  it  were 
possible  is  out  of  the  question. ' '     This 
view  reached  the  height  of  its  popu- 
larity in  November  and  the  early  part 
of  December,  not  only  receiving  in- 
dorsement from  other  Republican  and 
independent  newspapers f  but  winning 
the  adherence  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
and  some  of  the  Garrisonian  aboUtion- 
ists  who  held  that,  in  so  far  as  the  free 
States  were  concerned,  it  would  be  an 
advantage  for  the  South  to  go  her  own 
way.     Garrison  admitted  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment to  employ  force  in  maintaining 
the  integrity  of  the  Union : 

"  The  Federal  Government  must  not  pretend  to 
be    in    actual    operation,    embracing    tliirty-four 

laid  piratical  hands  on  property  not  your  own, 
we  surrender  it  all  in  the  spirit  of  magnanimity! 
And  if  nothing  but  the  possession  of  [the]  Capitol 
will  appease  you,  take  even  that  without  a 
struggle.  Let  the  line  be  drawn  between  us  where 
free  institutions  end  and  slave  institutions  be- 
gin!"—  Grimke,   Life   of   Garrison,    pp.    372-373. 

*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  61-62. 

fGreeley,  Amcriean  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  pp.  358- 
3.59. 


States,  and  then  allow  the  seceding  States  to 
trample  upon  its  flag,  steal  its  property,  and  defy 
its  authority  with  impunity;  for  it  would  then 
be  (as  it  is  at  this  moment)  a  mockery  and  a 
laughing-stock.  Nevertheless  to  think  of  whipping 
the  South  (for  she  will  be  a  unit  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery)  into  subjection,  and  extorting 
allegiance  from  millions  of  people  at  tlic  cannon's 
mouth,  is  utterly  cliimerical.  True,  it  is  in  the 
povi-er  of  the  Nortli  to  deluge  her  soil  with  blood, 
and  to  inflict  upon  lier  the  most  terrible  suffer- 
ings; but  not  to  conquer  her  spirit  or  change 
her  determination.  ♦  *  »  xhe  people  of  the 
North  should  recognize  the  fact  that  the  Union 
is  dissolved,  and  act  accordingly.  They  should  see, 
in  the  madness  of  tlie  South,  the  hand  of  God, 
liberating  them  from  a  '  covenant  with  death  ' 
and  an  '  agreement  with  liell,'  made  in  a  time  of 
terrible  peril,  and  without  a  conception  of  its 
inevitable  consequences.     *     *     ♦  "  * 

Many  Republicans  advocated  a  com- 
promise, among  them  being  Thurlow 
Weed.  He  suggested  in  the  place  of 
the  actual  "vindictive  slave  law"  a 
law  which  should  provide  for  payment 
for  rescued  slaves  by  the  counties  in 
which  the  violation  of  the  law  had 
taken  place;  and,  going  further,  fa- 
vored the  restoration  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  and  its  extension  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  allowing  slavery  south 
and  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  it.f 
Douglas  took  a  bold  stand  against 
secession  in  a  speech  at  New  Orleans 
two  days  after  the  election,  and  on 
November  13  wrote  a  formal  letter  to 
the  New  Orleans  business  men  show- 
ing the  folly  of  secession,  and  also  ad- 
dressed  a  Virginia   audience  in  the 


*Grimke,  Life  of  Carrison,  pp.  370-371. 

t  His  plan  of  compromise  is  in  Greeley,  Amer- 
ican Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  360.  See  also  Von  Hoist, 
Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol.  vii., 
p.  370  et  seq. 
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same    vein    recommending    that    the 
South  meet  the  North  half  way.* 

All  eyes  were  now  turned  on  Con- 
gress,whieh  had  commenced  its  ses- 
sion on  December  3.  On  December  17 
the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a 
vote  of  153  to  14,  recommended  that 
the  personal  liberty  laws  in  conflict 
with  the  Cons'titution  be  repealed,  and 
probably  this  would  have  been  done 
by  every  Northern  State  if  such  action 
would  have  appeased  the  South. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  sole  griev- 
ance of  the  South.  Davis  and  Toombs 
urged  with  emphasis  the  South 's  com- 
plaint that  the  North  would  not  recog- 
nize the  slaveholder's  right  to  prop- 
erty in  slaves  ii:r  the  Territories.  They 
asserted  that,  while  the'  Dred  Scott  de- 
cision had  given  them  all  they  claimed, 
the  new  President-elect  (Lincoln)  did 
not  accept  as  binding  the  general  prin- 
ciple regarding  slave  property  which 
liad  been  enunciated  by  Chief  Justice 
Taney.f  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  said 
that  the  South  could  not  and  would 
not  submit  to  the  principles  exempli- 
fied by  Lincoln.  Iverson,  of  Georgia, 
said  that,  before  the  following  March, 
five  Southern  States  at  least  would 
have  declared  their  independence  and 
that,  as  soon  as  their  people  could 
act,  three  others  Avould  follow.  Be- 
sides these,  there  was  a  probability 
that  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Texas 
would  be  caught  up  by  the  rising 
Southern  tide.      ' '  We  intend, ' '  said 


he,  "to  go  out  peaceably  if  we  can, 
forcibly  if  we  must."*  Wigfall,  of 
Texas,  stated  that  the  election  of  a 
man  distasteful  to  the  South  was  a 
sufficient  ground  .  for  leaving  the 
Union,  t  Mason,  of  Virginia,  stated 
that  the  remedy  rested  with  the  State 
legislatures  and  not  with  Congress.! 
Davis  said  that  he  expected  to  resign 
from  the  Senate  before  a  declaration 
of  war  was  made  against  the  State  of 
which  he  was  a  citizen,  and  that,  when 
a  declaration  iwas  made,  bis  State 
would  readily  and  \\dllingly  meet  it.|| 
The  majority  of  the  Eepublican  Sen- 
ators were  discreetly  silent  in  the 
hope  that  the  disunion  sentiment 
might  spend  itself  in  angry  words, 
but  some  indulged  in  a  tone  which 
served  but  to  increase  the  irritation. 
Hale,  of  Massachusetts,  exclaimed 
that  the  outcome  could  be  only  one 
of  two  things — -either  the  abandon- 
ment by  the  North  of  the  position  it 
had  assumed ;  or  open  war.  "If  it 
is  preannounced  and  determined  that 
the  voice  of  the  majority  expressed 
through  the  regular  and  constituted 
forms  of  the  Constitution  will  not  be 
submitted  to,  then,  sir,  this  is  not  a 
Union  of  equals;  it  is  a  Union  of  a 
dictatorial  oligarchy  on  the  one  side 
and  a  horde  of  slaves  and  cowards  on 


*  Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.   146. 
V  See  speeches  of   Davis   and  Toombs,  Congres- 
sional  Globe,   pp.   29,   311,  268-269. 


*  Congressional  Glohe,  36th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, p.  11.  See  also  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of 
Slave  Power,  vol.   iii.,  pp.   17-18. 

t  Globe,  p.  14. 

t  Ibid,  p.  3.5. 

\\Ibid.  p.  12:  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave 
Power,  vol.  iii.,  p.  18. 
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the  other."*  Many  of  the  Senators, 
in  spite  of  the  misunderstanding  of 
one  section  by  the  other,  were  disposed 
to  compromise  on  the  Hnes  hxid  down 
by  Thnrlow  Weed.  Many  schemes 
were  proposedf  but  the  most  famous 
was  that  by  Senator  John  J.  Critten- 
den, of  Kentucky.  He  introduced  his 
plan  of  compromise  in  the  Senate  on 
December  18.     It  was  as  follows:! 

"  Abticle  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  now  held,  or  hereafter  acquired,  situate 
north  of  latitude  36°  30',  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude,  except  as  punishment  for  a  crime,  is 
prohibited  while  such  territory  shall  remain  under 
territorial  government.  In  all  the  territory  south 
of  said  line  of  latitude,  slavery  of  the  African 
race  is  hereby  recognized  as  existing,  and  shall 
not  be  interfered  with  by  Congress,  but  shall  be 
protected  as  property  by  all   the  departments  of 

the  territorial  government  during  its  continuance. 

*     #     * 

■•  Article  2.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to 
abolish  slavery  in  places  under  its  exclusive  juris- 
diction, and  situate  within  the  limits  of  States 
that  permit  the  holding  of  slaves. 

"  Akticle  3.  Congress  shall  have  no  power  to 
abolish  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 


*  Globe,  p.  9 ;  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave 
Power,  vol.  iii.,  pp.   19-20. 

t  On  Xovember  30  Stephens  wrote :  '  I  am  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  opin- 
ion that  all  efforts  to  save  the  Union  will  be 
unavailing.  The  truth  is,  our  leaders  and  public 
men  who  have  taken  hold  of  this  question  do  not 
desire  to  continue  it  on  any  terms.  They  do  not 
wish  any  redress  of  wrongs;  they  are  disunion- 
ists  per  se;  and  my  present  conviction  is  that 
they  will  carry  the  state  with  them  by  a  large 
majority."  On  December  3  he  wrote:  "I  fear  it 
will  all  come  to  naught;  that  it  is  too  late  to 
do  anything;  that  the  people  are  run  mad.  They 
are  wild  with  passion  and  frenzy,  doing  they 
know  not  what." —  Johnston  and  Browne,  Life  of 
A.  H.  Stephens,  pp.  360-370. 

t  For  text  see  Congressional  Globe,  36th  Con- 
gress, 2d  session,  p.  114.  See  also  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  150-151 ;  Greeley,  American 
Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  376;  Coleman,  Life  of  John  J. 
Crittenden,  vol.  ii.,  p.  233. 


so  long   as   it  exists   in  the   adjoining   States  of 

Virginia    and    Maryland,    or    either,    nor    without 

the  consent  of  the   inhabitants,   nor  without  just 

compensation  first  made  to  such  owners  of  slaves 

as  do  not  consent  to  such  abolishment.     «     ♦     ♦ 

"  Article  4.  Congress   shall   have   no   power   to 

proliibit   or   hinder    the   transportation   of   slaves 

from  one  State  to  another,  or  to  a  Territory  in 

which   slaves   are   by   law    permitted   to   be    held. 
»     »     » 

■•  Article  5.  *  *  *  The  United  States  shall 
pay  to  the  owner  who  shall  apply  for  it,  the  full 
value  of  his  fugitive  slave  in  all  cases"  when  the 
marshal  or  other  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  ar- 
rest said  fugitive  was  prevented  from  so  doing 
by  violence  or  intimidation,  or  when,  after  arrest, 
said  fugitive  was  rescued  by  force,  and  the  owner 
thereby  prevented  and  obstructed  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  fugitive 
slave  under  the  said  clause  of  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof.  And 
in  all  such  cases,  when  the  United  States  shall 
pay  for  such  fugitive,  they  shall  have  the  right, 
in  their  own  name,  to  sue  the  county  in  which 
said  violence,  intimidation,  or  rescue  was  com- 
mitted, and  to  recover  from  it,  with  interest  and 
damages,  the  amount  paid  by  them  for  said 
fugitive  slave.     *     ♦     ♦ 

"  Article  G.  *  *  *  Xo  amendment  shall  be 
made  to  the  Constitution  which  shall  authorize 
or  give  to  Congress  any  power  to  abolisli  or  inter- 
fere with  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  by  whose 
laws  it  is,  or  may  be,  allowed  or  permitted. 
*     *     *     Therefore, 

"  1.  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  laws  now  in  force 
for  tile  recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  are  in  strict 
pursuance  of  the  plain  and  mandatory  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  and  have  been  sanctioned  as 
valid  and  constitutional  by  the  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;  that  the 
slaveholding  States  are  entitled  to  the  faithful 
observance  and  execution  of  those  laws,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  repealed,  or  so  modified  or 
changed  as  to  impair  their  efficiency;  and  that 
laws  ought  to  be  made  for  the  punishment  of 
those  who  attempted  by  rescue  of  the  slave,  or 
other  illegal  means,  to  hinder  or  defeat  flie  due 
execution  of  said  laws. 

"  2.  That  all  State  laws  which  conflict  with  the 
fugitive  slave  acts  of  Congress,  or  any  other  con- 
stitutional acts  of  Congress,  or  which,  in  their 
operation,  impede,  hinder,  or  delay  the  fiee  course 
and  due  execution  oi  any  of  said  acts,  are  null 
and  void  by  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion  of  the  United  States;  yet  those  State  laws, 
void  as  they  are,  have  given  color  to  practices, 
and  led  to  consequences,  which  have  obstructed 
the  due  administration  and  execution  of  acts  of 
Congress,  and  especially  the  acts  for  the  delivery 
of  fugitive  slaves,  and  have  thereby  contributed 
much  to  the  discord  and  commotion  now  prevail- 
iiiL'.  Congress,  therefore,  in  the  present  perilous 
juncture,  does  not  deem  it  improper,  respectfully 
and  earnestly  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  those 
laws  to  the  several  States  which  have  enacted 
them,  or  such  legislative  corrections  or  explana- 
tions of  them  as  may  prevent  their  being  used  or 
perverted   to   such   mischievous   purposes. 

"  3.  That  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  September, 
1850,  commonly  called  the  fugitive  slave  law, 
ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the  fee  of 
the  commissioner,  mentioned  in  the  eighth  section 
of  the  act,  equal  in  amount  in  the  cases  decided 
by  him,  whether  his  decision  be  in  favor  of  or 
against  the  claimant.  And  to  avoid  misconstruc- 
tion, the  last  clause  of  the  fifth  section  of  said 
act  which  authorizes  the  person  holding  a  war- 
rant for  the  arrest  or  detention  of  a  fugitive 
slave,  to  summon  to  his  aid  the  posse  comitatus, 
and  which  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  good 
citizens  to  assist  him  in  its  execution,  ought  to 
be  so  amended  as  to  expressly  limit  the  authority 
and  duty  to  cases  in  which  there  shall  be  resist- 
ance or  danger  of  resistance  or  rescue. 

"  4.  That  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the 
African  slave  trade,  and  especially  those  prohibit- 
ing the  importation  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  ought  to  be  made  efifectual,  and  ought  to 
be  thoroughly  executed;  and  all  further  enact- 
ments necessary  to  those  ends  ought  to  be 
promptly  made." 

Meanwhile,  on  December  6,  Senator 
Lazanis  W.  Powell,  of  Kentucky,  in- 
troduced a  resolution  providing  for 
a  special  committee  of  13  to  consider 
the  grievances  between  the  North  and 
South  and  suggest  a  possible  remedy.* 
Tliis  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate t    and   on   the  20th   the  Vice- 


President    appointed    the    committee 
consisting  of  Lazarus  W.  Powell  and 
John  J  Crittenden,  of  Kentucky,  Rob- 
ert M.  T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  Wil- 
Uam  H.  Seward,  of  New  York,  Robert 
Toombs,  of  Georgia,  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las,  of   Illinois,   Jacob    CoUamer,   of 
Vermont,  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Missis- 
sippi, Benjamin  F.  Wade,   of  Ohio, 
William     Bigler,     of     Pennsylvania, 
Henry  M.  Rice,  of  Minnesota,  James 
R.  Doolittle,  of  Wisconsin,  and  James 
W.  Grimes,  of  Iowa.*    It  was  a  strong 
and  representative  committee  chosen 
from  the  four  great  political  parties 
which  participated  in  the  late  Presi- 
dential   election   and    embracing   the 
recognized  leaders  in  each.f      When 
the  conjmittee  held  .its  first  meeting 
on  December  2\  news  arrived  that  on 
the  preceding  day  the  South  Carolina 
convention  had  adopted  the  ordinance 
of    secession.,   .  "the,,  very    next    day 
therefore,    December    22,    Crittenden 
introduced  his  compromise,  and  the 
committee   proceeded  to   consider  it 
seriatim.     The  first  article  proposed 
a  constitutional  amendment   settling 
the  slavery  question  in  the  Territo- 
ries.    Only  six  members  of  the  com- 
mittee voted  in  favor  of  it,  with  seven 
in  the  negative,  the  latter  consisting 
of  the  Senators  from  the  cotton  States 
and  the  Republicans,  while  those  who 
voted  in  favor  were   Senators  from 


*  Congressional  Globe,  36th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, p.  24.  For  the  debate  see  ibid,  p.  25  et  seq.; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  405 
et  seq. 

t  For  a  resume  of  the  debate  see  Wilson,  Rise 
and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  23-28. 


*  Congressional  Globe,  36th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, p.  158. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  151;  Nico- 
lay and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  414. 
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the  border  slave  States  and  the  North- 
ern Democrats.  This  article,  as  it 
proposed  a  constitutional  amendment, 
was  considered  by  far  the  most  im- 
portant, and  it  was  felt  that,  unless 
an  agreement  could  be  reached  on  this 
point,  no  compromise  was  possible. 
Since  Da\'is  and  Toombs  voted  with 
the  Republicans  against  the  proposi- 
tion, it  is  often  asserted  that  they, 
jointly  with  the  Republicans,  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  defeat  of  the  Crit- 
tenden compromise,  but  Rhodes  is  of 
the  opinion  tliat  on  the  Republicans 
alone  rested  the  responsibility.*  On 
December  24  Seward,  with  the  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  offered  three 
propositions,  viz. :  That  the  Constitu- 
tion should  never  be  altered  so  as  to 
authorize  Congress  to  abolish  or  in- 
terfere with  slavery  in  the  States; 
that  fugitive  slaves  should  be  granted 
a  jury  trial;  and  that  Congress  should 
request  the  States  to  repeal  their  per- 
sonal liberty  laws  which  contravened 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws.-)-  The 
first  of  these  propositions  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative,  but  the  other 
two  were  rejected.  Two  days  later 
Seward  offered  a  resolution  that  Con- 
gress should  pass  an  efficient  law  to 
punish  all  persons  engaged  in  the 
armed  invasion  of  any  State  from  an- 
other.    Other  plans  were  introduced 


in  the  committee*  but  they  came  to 
naught,  and  on  December  '28  the  com- 
mittee adopted  a  resolution  declaring 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to  agree 
on  any  course  of  adjustment,  and  that 
this  fact  should  be  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, so  much  of  the  President 's 
message  as  related  to  the  perilous  con- 
dition of  the  country  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee  of  one  from  each 
State. t  This  committee  of  33  was 
appointed  on  December  6.  J  Many 
bills  and  resolutions  were  introduced 
in  the  House,  December  12,  for  consid- 
eration by  tlie  committee  of  33. ||  The 
committee  held  a  long  meeting  on 
December  12  at  Avhich  little  was  ac- 
complished, and  on  the  13th  again  con- 
vened for  work.  The  only  result  was 
to  call  out  \'iews  and  schemes  too 
vague  on  the  one  hand  and  too  ex- 
treme on  the  other.  Albert  Rust  star- 
tled the  committee  by  asserting  that 
the  extremists  were  obtaining  signa- 
tures to  a  paper  announcing  to  the 
South  that  the  North  would  make  no 
further  concession,  and  that  any  ad- 
justment of  pending  difficulties  had 
become  impossible.      Accordingly  he 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  154-15.5. 
See  also  Harris,  The  Political  Conflict  in  America, 
pp.  202-203. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  175;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  222. 


*  For  vrhieh  see  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.  iii.,  pp.  220-223.  They  are  also  in  Sen- 
ate Report  288,  36th  Congress,  2d  session. 

t  For  a  resume  of  the  debate,  see  Wilson,  Rise 
and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  28-29. 

J  Congressional  Glohe,  36th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, p.  22. 

II  These  will  be  found  in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  422-424.  also  in  Congres- 
sional Globe,  36th  Congress,  2d  session,  pp.  76-79, 
96. 
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introduced  a  resolution  to  meet  thiy 
unexpected  crisis,  but  the  following 
substitute  offered  by  William  M. 
Dunn,  of  Indiana,  was  accepted  by  the 
committee  by  a  vote  of  22  to  8 : 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tliis 
(■(iinmittee,  the  existing  discontents  among  the 
Siiuthern  people  and  the  growing  hostility  among 
them  to  the  Federal  government  are  greatly  to 
1,.,  regretted;  and  whether  such  discontents  and 
hostility  are  witliout  just  cause  or  not,  any  rea- 
sonable, proper  and  constitutional  remedies  and 
additional  and  more  s])ecifie  and  effectual  guar- 
antees of  their  peculiar  rights  and  interests  as 
recognized  by  (he  Constitution,  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country  and  the  perpet- 
uation of  the  Union,  should  be  promptly  and 
clirerfully   granted." 

Strangely  enough,  the  day  after 
this  resolution  was  adopted,  a  number 
of  Southern  members  of  Congress  met 
at  the  rooms  of  Reuben  Da\ds,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  and  adopted  an  address  to 
their  constituents  which  asserted: 

"  The  argument  is  exhausted.  All  hope  of  re- 
lief in  the  Union  through  the  agencies  of  com- 
mittees, Congressional  legislation,  or  Constitu- 
tional amendments  is  extinguished,  and  we  trust 
the  South  will  not  be  deceived  by  appearances  or 
tlie  pretense  of  new  guarantees.  In  our  judgment 
tlie  Republicans  are  resolute  in  the  purpose  to 
grant  nothing  that  will  or  ought  to  satisfy  the 
South.  We  are  satisfied  the  honor,  safety  and 
independence  of  the  Southern  people  require  the 
organization  of  a  Southern  Confederacy  —  a  re- 
sult to  be  obtained  only  by  separate  State  seces- 
sion—  that  the  primary  object  of  each  slave- 
holding  State  ought  to  be  its  speedy  and  abso- 
lute separation  from  a  Union  of  hostile  States."  * 

In  spite  of  this  manifes'to,  however, 
the  committee  continued  to  meet  from 
time  to  time,  though  its  leaders  were 

•Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  177-178; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
435-436,  quoting  the  Washington  Constitution, 
December  15,  I860;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and 
Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  357-358. 


foredoomed  to  failure.    Its  report  was 
made  to  the  House  on  January  1-i, 
1861,  when  six  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented, as  follows :     That  slavery  ex- 
isted by  law  in  15  States,  and  no  out- 
side authority  could  interfere  with  it; 
that  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  should  be 
faithfully  executed ;  that  there  was  no 
cause  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union ; 
that  the  States  must  observe   their 
constitutional    obligations;    that    the 
Union  must  be  preserved;  that  per- 
sonal liberty  laws  should  be  revised; 
and  that  John  Brown  raids  should  be 
prevented.      The    second    resolution 
further  requested  the  States  to  revise 
the  personal  liberty  laws;  the  third 
recommended  the  enactment  of  a  law 
giving  fugitive  slaves  trial  by  jury; 
the  fourth  recommended  that  the  Fed- 
eral judges  instead  of  the  State  gov- 
ernors be  given  authority  to  act  on 
requisitions  for  the  rendition  of  fugi- 
tives from  justice;  the  fifth  recom- 
mended the  admission  of  Kansas  as 
a  State  and  that  her  people  be  allowed 
to  decide  the  question  of  slavery;  and 
the    sixth   recommended    a    constitu- 
tional amendment  to  the  effect  that 
no    free    State    could    originate    an 
amendment  to  interfere  with  slavery 
within  the  States,  and  that  no  legisla- 
tion to  this  effect  could  become  valid 
without  the  assent  of  every  one  of  the 
States  composing  the  Union.* 

Meanwhile  Lincoln  was  endeavor- 
ing to  retard  or  turn  back  the  tide  of 


•  House  Report  31,  36th  Congress,  2d  session. 
See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  216-217. 


454 


LINCOLX'S  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  THE  SOUTH. 


secession.  The  ' '  peace  and  nnion  ' ' 
address  made  by  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  before  the  Georgia  legisla- 
ture November  14*  had  attracted  Lin- 
coln's attention  and  he  requested  a 
revised  copy,  Stephens  forwarding  it 
accompanied  by  a  letter  in  which  he 
feelingly  and  sympathetically  re- 
minded Lincoln  that  no  other  man 
ever  had  greater  or  heavier  responsi- 
bilities resting  upon  him.t  In 
answer,  Lincoln  attempted  to  allay 
Southern  apprehensions,  writing: 

"  I  fully  appreciate  the  present  peril  the  coun- 
try is  in  and  the  weight  of  responsibility  on  me. 
Do  the  people  of  the  South  really  entertain  fears 
that  a  Eepublican  administration  would,  directly 
or  indirectly,  interfere  with  the  slaves  or  with 
them  about  the  slaves?  If  they  do  I  wish  to  as- 
sure you  ♦  *  »  tiiat  there  is  no  cause  for 
such  fears.  The  South  would  be  in  no  more  dan- 
ger in  this  respect  than  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Washington.  I  suppose,  however,  this  does  not 
meet  the  case.  You  think  slavery  is  right  and 
ought  to  be  extended  while  we  think  it  is  wrong 
and  ought  to  be  restricted.  That,  I  suppose,  is 
the  rub.  It  certainly  is  the  only  substantial  dif- 
ference between  us."t 

Lincoln,  however,  could  not  approve 
the  Crittenden  compromise.  Duff 
Green  attempted  to  vdn  his  support 
to  this  plan  but  Lincoln  refused  to 
accept  or  even  to  entertain  it.  Neither 
in  his  conversaition  nor  in  a  letter  pre- 
pared for  Green,  December  28,  1860, 


*  Stephens,  War  between  the  States,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
287;  Avary,  Recollections  of  Alexander  H,  Ste- 
phens, pp.  56-57;  and  for  full  text  Cleveland, 
Letters  and  speeches  of  Stephens,  pp.  694-713. 

t  Avary,  Recollections  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
p.  59. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  271-273.  See  also  Stephens,  ^Yar  between  the 
States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  266,  and  for  Stephens'  reply, 
ibid,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  267-270;  Avary,  Recollections 
of  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  p.  6. 


did  he  part  from  the  conviction  he  had 
arrived  at  and  had  several  times  be- 
fore expressed.*  Several  leading  Ee- 
publicans  had  also  requested  Lincoln 
to  appoint  as  members  of  his  Cabinet 
Southern  men  of  position  and  char- 
acter who  had  been  averse  to  his  elec- 
tion. Evidently  Lincoln  was  willing 
to  do  this  provided  there  would  be  no 
sacrifice  of  principle,  and  toward  the 
middle  of  December,  1860,  wrote  an 
editorial  which  appeared  in  the 
Springfield  Journal,  in  w^hich  the 
questions  were  asked  whether  two  or 
three  Southern  gentlemen  opposed  to 
Lincoln  politically  Avould  accept  a 
place  in  the  Cabinet  and,  if  so,  on 
what  tenns  the  concession  would  be 
made.f  E\ddently  this  was  a  tenta- 
tive inquiry  on  Lincoln's  part  whether 
there  was  any  common  ground  on 
which  he  could  meet  the  Southern 
supporters  of  Bell  or  Douglas.  After- 
ward an  indirect  offer  of  a  Cabinet 
appointment  was  made  to  one  such 
man  (John  A.  Gilmer,  of  North  Caro- 
lina t),  and  others  were  sounded,  but 
nothing  resulted  from  any  of  these 
attempts.  1 1 

While  Buchanan  would  have  been 
glad  to  see  the  Crittenden  compromise 
adopted,  yet  he  lacked  the  firmness 
necessary  to  compel  its  adoption  and 
became  more  and  more  willing  to 
yield  to  the  South,  shrinking  from  the 

*  For  the  letter  see  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  286-287. 

t  Ibid,  vol.  iii.,  p.  348. 

t  Ibid,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  283,  363. 

II  Ibid,  vol.  iii.,  p.  361  et  scq.  See  also  Avary, 
Recollections  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  p.  61. 
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smallest  application  of  governmental 
pressure.*  On  December  8,  four  of 
the  Soutli  Carolina  Representatives 
in  Congress  called  upon  the  President 
to  ascertain  if  the  rumors  regarding 
the  reinforcement  of  the  Charleston 
forts  had  any  foundation.  At  the  in- 
terview these  men  informed  Buchanan 
that  the  State  opposed  any  decided 
step  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention on  December  17,  and  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  an  attack  on 
the  forts  unless  the  Government  sent 
reinforcements  there.  However,  they 
threatened  that,  if  the  President  at- 
tempted to  send  a  solitary  soldier  to 
these  forts,  they  would  be  forcibly  and 
immediately     stormed.      Instead     of 


*  Regarding  Buchanan's  attitude  and  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Nortliern  newspapers  toward  him,  the 
New  Yorlv  Herald  of  Decemljer  24.  1860,  said: 
"  Because  Jlr.  Buchanan  lias  adoi)ted  tlie  peace 
policy,  he  is  denounced  by  the  Republicans  as  a 
dotard,  an  imbecile,  a*  traitor,  and  a  lunatic. 
'  *  *  They  [the  newspapers]  decree  that  the 
South  shall  be  put  down  as  glibly  as  if  fifteen 
States  were  a  vagrant  to  be  arrested  by  the  first 
policeman.  With  quasi  authoritative  language,  they 
pretend  to  foreshadow  the  policy  of  the  incoming 
administration  as  substituting  the  blood-red  flag 
of  civil  war  for  the  stars  and  stripes  which  float 
over  the  Capitol ;  and  confidently  predict  that  the 
'  irrepressible  conflict '  will  be  carried  out  with 
a  ruthless  barbarity  which  John  Brown  himself 
would  have  hestitated  to  sanction.  The  trans- 
parent motive  of  so  much  furious  clamor  on  the 
part  of  the  Republican  press  is  to  drive  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan into  initiating  aggressive  measures  against 
South  Carolina  and  any  other  States  that  may 
secede,  in  order  that  he  and  his  administration 
may  l)e  charged  with  beginning  the  war.  H>,  is 
denounced  for  not  sending  troops  to  Moultrie  and 
surrounding  Charleston  with  a  naval  cordon. 
Should  Buchanan  accede  to  them, '  they  would 
be  the  first  to  turn  upon  him  the  full  vials  of 
popular  indignation,  and  charge  him  as  responsi- 
ble for  beginning  the  war." — See  Harris,  The 
Political  Conflict  in  America,  p.  2.31. 


meeting  these  assertions  vdth  stern 
rebuke  the  President  merely  hastened 
to  assure  his  visitors  that  he  had  de- 
cided not  to  reinforce  the  forts  in  the 
harbor  until  they  had  been  actually 
attacked  or  until  he  had  positive  e\4- 
dence  that  they  were  about  to  be  at- 
tacked. He  then  suggested  that  the 
Representatives  commit  their  verbal 
communication  to  writing,  and  this 
was  done  in  the  shape  of  a  memoran- 
dum signed  by  five  of  the  South  Caro- 
lina Representatives,  expressing  the 
strong  conviction  that  no  attack  would 
be  made  on  the  forts  at  Charleston 
provided  reinforcements  were  not 
sent  them  and  that  their  relative  mili- 
tary status  should  remain  as  at  pres- 
ent.* Tliis  was  transmitted  to  Bu- 
chanan on  Monday,  December  10,  who, 
on  looking  it  over,  objected  to  the 
word  "provided,"  since  it  might  be 
construed  into  an  agreement  on  his 
part,  but  the  South  Carolinians  replied 
that  notliing  was  further  from  their 
intention  and  that  they  did  not  so 
understand  it;  they  protested,  more- 
over, that  the  whole  transaction  was 
voluntary,  informal,  and  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  mediation,  and  that  neither 
party  possessed  delegated  authority 
or  binding  power.  Later,  two  of  the 
South  Carolinians  went  to  the  White 
House  and  assured  the  President  that, 
even  if  the  State  seceded,  the  forts 
would  not  be  molested  unless  the  nego- 
tiations between  the  Federal  Govern- 


*  Official  Records,  series  i.,  vol.  i.,  p.  116.  Re- 
garding this  see  also  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional 
and  Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  360  et  seq. 
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ment  and  commissioners  appointed  to 
treat  for  the  public  praperty  should 
fail.  Buchanan  informed  them,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  a  question  to  be 
decided  by  Congress  and  that,  if  the 
forts  were  assailed,  on  the  Southern- 
ers must  rest  the  stigma  of  commenc- 
ing civil  war.*  Nevertheless,  Bu- 
chanan asserted  that  his  action  would 
be  construed  as  a  formal  agreement. 
"  The  world  knows  that  I  never  sent 
any  reinforcements  to  the  forts  in 
Charleston  harbor  and  I  have  cer- 
tainly never  authorized  any  change  to 
be  made  in  their  '  relative  military 
status.'  "t 

Meanwhiler  President  Buchanan 
was  having  trouble  with  his  Cabinet 
officials.  On  December  8  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  Howell  Cobb,  of  Geor- 
gia, tendered  his  resignation  because 
' '  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia makes  it  improper  for  me  to 
remain  longer  in  your  Cabinet. "J 
Scarcely  had  the  President  found  a 
successor  to  Mr.  Cobb  when  Secre- 
tary of  State  Cass  resigned. ||  One  of 
the  most  perturbed  of  the  Govern- 
ment officials  was  General  Scott,  who, 
though  he  had  been  ill  more  than  two 
months,  rose  from  his  sick-bed  in  New 
York  and  went  to  Washington  for  the 

*Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
382-386;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  183- 
185. 

f  Official  Records,  series  i.,  vol.  i.,  p.  117. 

JMcPherson,  Political  History  of  the  Rebellion, 
p.  28. 

II  See  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  399; 
McLaughlin,  Life  of  Cass,  p.  337  et  seq.;  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ii.,  p.  391  et  seq.; 
Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History, 
vol.  vii.,  pp.  363-364. 


purpose  of  urging  the  strengthening 
of  the  Southern  forts.  In  an  inter- 
-^dew  ^^dth  the  President  on  December 
15  he  asked  the  reinforcement  of  Fort 
Moultrie  and  the  sending  of  troops  to 
Fort  Sumter,  but  the  President  re- 
fused to  do  either.*  A  Jacksonian 
policy  was  now  urged  upon  the  Presi- 
dent by  Cass,  Scott,  Black  and  Holt, 
but  the  President  could  not  be  swerved 
from  his  determination  not  to  rein- 
force the  forts  until  they  had  been 
actually  attacked  or  until  he  had  evi- 
dence that  they  were  about  to  be  at- 
tacked. On  December  21,  in  accord- 
ance with  this  determination,  he  in- 
structed Anderson  not  to  make  a  vain 
and  useless  sacrifice  of  life  merely 
upon  a  point  of  honor,  but  to  ex- 
ercise a  sound  military  discretion.  If 
the  fort  were  attacked  by  a  force  so 
superior  that  resistance  would  result 
only  in  a  useless  loss  of  life,  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  yield  to  necessity  and 
make  the  best  terms  in  his  power,  f 
Four  days  before  this  letter  was  sent 
to  Anderson,  however,  F.  W.  Pickens, 
the  newly  elected  governor  of  South 
Carolina,  Avrote  to  Buchanan  a  con- 
fidential letter  requesting  permission 
to  take  possession  of  Fort  Sumter 
^\^th  a  small  body  of  men.  J    This  let- 


*  Scott's  Autobiography,  p.  615 ;  Curtis,  Life  of 
Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  365;  Wright,  Life  of  Scott, 
pp.  297-298. 

f  Official  Records,  series  i.,  vol.  i.,  p.  103.  See 
also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  30-41 ;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ill.,  pp. 
189-190. 

t  For  the  letter  see  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  2-3.  See  also  Von  Hoist, 
Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  p. 
379;   Crawford,  Genesis  of   the  Civil  War,  p.  88. 
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ter  was  delivered  to  Buchanan  on  De- 
cember 20,  the  same  day  on  which 
Caleb  Gushing  (whom  Buchanan  had 
sent  to  South  Carohna  to  delay  the 
adoption  of  an  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion), reached  Charleston.  Cushing's 
errand  proved  fruitless,*  but  undoubt- 
edly his  conversation  with  Pickens 
added  great  weight  to  a  telegram 
from  two  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
gressmen, explaining  to  Governor 
Pickens  the  blunder  he  was  making, 
and  asking  his  authority  to  withdraw 
his  letter  to  Buchanan,  wiiich  was 
accorded. 

Meanwhile,  as  we  have  seen,  there 
was  great  excitement  in  Charleston 
and  throughout  South  Carolina.  On 
December  11,  F.  W.  Pickens  was 
elected  governor  of  the  State  and  six 
days  later  was  inaugurated.  In  his 
inaugural  address  he  alluded  to  the 
election  of  Lincoln  "upon  issues  of 
malignant  hostility  and  uncompro- 
mising war  to  be  waged  upon  the 
rights,  the  interests  and  the  peace  of 
half  the  States  of  this  Union."  He 
then  stated  that  there  was  no  alter- 
native left  but  to  interpose  the  sover- 
eign power  of  the  State  to  protect  the 
rights  and  ancient  privileges  of  her 
people.  It  was  the  sincere  desire  of 
South  Carolina  to  separate  from  her 
Northern  sisters  in  peace  and  leave 
them  to  develop  their  own  civilization 
according  to  their  own  sense  of  duty 
and  interest.  If  under  the  guidance 
of    ambition     and    fanaticism    they 


*  Mcolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
12-13. 


should  decide  not  to  leave  just  as  free 
a  course  open  to  South  Carolina,  she 
was  prepared  for  any  emergency'  and 
would  endeavor  to  do  her  duty  faith- 
fully, bravely  and  honestly.*  On  De- 
cember 18  the  convention  met  at 
Charleston,  and  on  the  20th,  shortly 
after  noon,  adopted  the  ordinance  of 
secession  as  anticipated,  by  a  unani- 
mous vote.J  The  ordinance  was  as 
follows : 

"  We,  tile  people  of  South  Carolina  in  conven- 
tion assembled,  do  declare  and  ordain,  and  it  is 
hereby  declared  and  ordained,  that  the  ordinance 
adopted  by  us  in  convention  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  whereby  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  of  America  was 
ratilied  and  also  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  of  the 
general  assembly  of  this  State  ratifying  the 
amendments  to  said  Constitution  are  hereby  re- 
pealed; and  that  the  Union  now  subsisting  be- 
tween South  Carolina  and  other  States  under 
the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is 
hereby  dissolved." 

The  secession  ordinance  having 
been  passed  and  proclaimed,  the  con- 
vention then  busied  itself  in  making 
a  public  statement  of  its  reason  for 
thus  acting.  On  the  24th  the  conven- 
tion adopted  an  address  to  the  people 
of  the  slaveholding  States  and  a  dec- 
laration of  the  causes  which,  to  their 
minds,  justified  the  secession  of  South 
Carolina  from  the  Union.||  The  ad- 
dress compared  the  present  position 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  193-194. 

t  For  the  personnel  of  the  convention  see  Craw- 
ford, Genesis  of  the  Civil  IT'or,  p.  46. 

t  Curtis,  Constitutional  llistonj,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  47- 
48;  J.  L.  McCurry,  Civil  History  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States,  pp.  34-36;  Offi- 
cial Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  110;  MacDonald,  Select 
Documents,  p.  442. 

II  Regarding  the  right  of  secession,  see  the  chap- 
ter on  '■  The  Legal  Justification  of  the  South  in 
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of  the  State  and  her  position  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution.  It  asserted 
the  State-sovereignty  doctrine  and 
defended  slavery,  closing  with  an  ap- 
peal to  the  other  Southern  States  to 
form  a  confederacy.  The  declaration 
recited  the  history  of  the  struggle  for 
self  government,  of  the  articles  of 
confederation  and  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  and  asserted  that 
the  non-slaveholding  States  had 
broken  the  constitutional  compact  by 
passing  personal  liberty  laws.  One 
thing  is  common  to  both  papers.  The 
convention  asserted  in  these  mani- 
festos that  the  Northern  States  had 
violated  the  Constitution,  refusing  to 
respect  its  limitations  but  construing 
it  to  suit  their  own  selfish  designs.* 


Seeesaion,"  in  Curry,  Civil  History  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  fttates,  pj).  18r)-263,  and 
the  same  article  in  Confederate  Military  History, 
vol.   1.,  pp.  3-58. 

*  In  a  letter  to  his  brother,  Alexander  H.  Ste- 
phens makes  some  caustic  remarks  on  the  action 
of  the  conference.  He  says  that  the  charges  of 
Northern  despotism  were  not  well  founded  and 
arose  from  a  spirit  of  peevishness.  "  Indeed,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  the  South  has  controlled  the 
government  in  its  every  important  action  from 
the  beginning.  ♦  ♦  ♦  xhe  South  put  in  power 
—  or  joined  a  united  country  in  putting  in  power 
and  sustaining  the  administration  of  Washing- 
ton for  eight  years.  She  put  in  and  sustained 
Jefferson  eight  years,  Madison  eight  years,  Jack- 
son eight  years.  Van  Buren  four  years,  Tyler  four 
years,  Polk  four  years.  Pierce  four  years,  and 
Buchanan  four  years.  That  is,  they  have  aided 
in  making  and  sustaining  the  administration  for 
sixty  years  out  of  the  seventy-two  of  the  govern- 
ment's existence.  Does  this  look  like  we  were 
or  are  in  an  abject  minority  at  the  mercy  of  a 
despotic  Northern  majority,  rapacious  to  rob  and 
plunder  us?  It  is  true  we  are  in  a  minority,  and 
have  been  for  a  long  time.  It  is  true  also  that  a 
party  at  the  North  advocate  principles  which 
would  lead  to  a  despotism,  and  they  would  rob  us 
if  they  had  the  power  —  I  have  no  doubt  of  that. 


Between  November  18  and  Decem- 
ber 11  all  the  Southern  States,  with 
the  exception  of  Texas,  had  called  con- 
ventions to  consider  their  course  of 
action.  In  Georgia  there  Avas  a  bitter 
fight  against  secession,  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  earnestly  urging  delay  and 
ad\dsing  that  all  other  means  should 
be  exhausted  before  the  remedy  of 
secession  were  tried.  In  his  speech 
of  November  14  before  the  legislature, 
he  asserted  that  Lincoln's  election 
was  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  seces- 
sion and  that  the  Southern  people  had 
not  been  entirely  blameless.  As  the 
House  and  Senate  were  against  him 
Lincoln  would  be  powerless  to  do  any 
great  mischief,  and  therefore  he 
argued  against  the  expediency  of  im- 
mediate secession,  suggesting,  instead, 
a  conference  with  the  other  Southern 
States.*  However,  the  dominant  feel- 
ing was  for  immediate  action  and  was 
ably  expressed  by  Toombs  in  a  letter 
to  the  legislature  the  night  before 
Stephens'  speech  when  immediate 
secession  was  urged.f  Accordingly, 
on  November  18,  the  legislature 
passed  a  bill  calling  a  convention  and 
appointing  January  2,   1861,  as  the 


But  by  the  prudent  and  wise  counsels  of  South- 
ern statesmen  this  party  has  been  kept  in  the 
minority  in  the  past  and  by  the  same  prudent  and 
wise  statesmanship  on  our  part  I  can  but  hope  and 
think  it  can  be  so  for  many  long  years  to  come." 
—  Johnston  and  Browne,  Life  of  iStcphens,  p.  385. 

♦Most  of  the  address  is  printed  in  Stephens, 
U'ar  hetioeen  the  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  279,  and  in 
Johnston  and  Browne,  Life  of  Stephens,  p.  580; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  p.  266 
et  seq. 

t  Stephens,  War  between  the  States,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
234. 
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Jay  for  the  election  of  delegates.  In 
the  follo\ving  canvass  Stephens  and 
liis  l)rother  exerted  themselves  to  se- 
cure the  election  of  men  favorable  to 
cooperation  with  the  other  States,  a 
policy  that  meant  delay.  Stephens, 
however,  had  little  hope  of  success, 
writing-  to  his  brother  that  he  was 
daily  becoming  more  and  more  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion  that  all  efforts 
to  save  the. Union  would  be  unavail- 
ing. He  said  that  the  leaders  and 
public  men  of  the  South  had  no  de- 
sire to  continue  the  Union  on  any 
terms ;  that  they  did  not  wish  any  re- 
dress of  wrongs,  but  were  only  avail- 
ing themselves  of  present  circum- 
stances to  press  their  disunionist 
program  and  would  undoubtedly  carry 
the  State  by  a  large  majority.*  In  a 
public  letter  written  about  the  middle 
of  December  Toombs  reviewed  the 
wrongs  suffered  by  the  South  and  the 
mode  of  redress,  and  stated  that  the 
only  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
people  of  the  South  was  the  time  at 
which  secession  should  be  decreed. 
Toombs  favored  March  4,  1861,  being 
opposed  to  both  immediate  action  and 
indefinite  postponement.  He  said, 
however:  "  I  certainly  would  yield 
that  point  to  correct  any  honest  men 
who  were  with  me  in  principle  but 
who  are  more  hopeful  of  redress  from 
the  aggressors  than  I  am,  especially 
if  any  such  active  measures  should 
be  taken  by  the  wrongdoers  as  prom- 


ised to  give  us  redress  in  the  Union." 
On  December  23,  however,  after  the 
Crittenden  compromise  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  committee  of  13,  Toombs 
changed  his  tone,  saying  that  "  seces- 
sion by  the  fourth  day  of  March  next 
should  be  thundered  from  the  ballot 
box  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  Geor- 
gia on  the  second  day  of  January 
next."* 

On  December  24  the  South  Carolina 
members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives sent  a  letter  to  that  body  f  orm- 
all3'  dissolving  their  connection  with 
it.  Two  days  previously  the  South 
Carolina  convention  had  elected  three 
commissioners  (Robert  W.  Barnwell, 
James  H.  Adams,  James  L.  Orr),  to 
treat  with  the  Government  for  the  de- 
livery of  the,  forts,  magazines,  light- 
houses and  other  real  estate  within 
the  limits  of  South  Carolina.!  The 
commissioners  arrived  at  Washington 
on  the  afternoon  of  December  26  and 
the  next  day  received  the  startling 
intelligence  that  Major  Anderson  had 
dismantled  Fort  Moultrie,  spiked  the 
cannon,  burned  the  gun  carriages,  and 
removed  his  troops  to  Fort  Sumter.t 
Governor  Pickens  immediately  sent 
an  aide  to  Anderson  demanding  to 
know  by  wliat  auinority  he  had  acted, 
and  insisted  * '  courteously  but  per- 
emptorily "    that    he    should    imme- 


Johnston    and    Browne,   Life    of   Stephens,   p. 


369. 


*  Greeley,  Americam,  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  384. 

t  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  ili., 
pp.  45,  110.  The  credentials  of  the  commissioners 
will  be  found  in  Official  Records,  vol.  i..  p.  111. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  p.  380. 
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cliately     return     to     Fort     Moultrie. 
Anderson,  however,  declined  to  accede 
to  the  governor's  request.*     Pickens 
then  issued  orders  that  Fort  Moultrie 
and  Castle  Pinckney  be  occupied  by 
State  troops,  and  soon  the  palmetto 
flag  was   waving  over   these   forts. t 
On  the  same  day  (December  27),  in 
obedience  to  an  ordinance  passed  on 
December  26  by  the  convention,  the 
collector  of  the  port  and  the  custom 
house  officials  entered  the  State  ser- 
vice, and  all  business  Avas  then  trans- 
acted in  her  name,  duties  and  other 
funds   remaining  after   salaries   and 
other  expenses  had  been  paid  being 
deposited  in  the  treasury  of  the  State. 
Three  days  later    (December  30),  a 
cordon  of  troops  was  stationed  around 
the  United  States  arsenal  and  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  was 
seized  by  order  of  the  governor.!    The 
other  Government  property  in  the  city 
(the   custom  house,   post   office,   and 
branch  United  States  Treasury)  was 
also  taken  into  military  possession. 

When  the  South  Carolina  commis- 
sioners arrived  at  Washington  on  De- 
cember 26  they  found  that  Trescot  had 
arranged  an  interview  for  them  witTi 
the  President.  The  next  morning  they 
received  news  of  Anderson's  removal 
to  Fort  Sumter.  All  expressed  their 
disbeUef  in  the  intelligence,  and  Floyd 


*  Official  Records,  series  i.,  vol.  i.,  p.  3:  Craw- 
ford, Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  pp.  110-111;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  p.  57; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  217-218. 

t  Crawford,  Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  113; 
Official  Records,  scries  i.,  vol.  i.,  p.  108. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  130. 


said  that  Anderson  had  not  only  acted 
Avithout  orders  but  in  the  face  of  or- 
ders,* and  immediately  took  steps  to 
verify  the  rumor,  telegraphing  to  An- 
derson to  send  an  explanation  of  his 
action.!     In  reply  Anderson  said  that 
he  had  abandoned  Fort  Moultrie  be- 
cause he  was  certain  that,  if  attacked, 
his  men  must  be   sacrificed   and  the 
command    of    the    harbor    lost.      He 
stated  that  the  guns  had -been  spiked 
and  the  carriages  destroyed  to  keep 
them  from  being  used  against  him, 
and  added,  ' '  If  attacked  the  garrison 
would  never  have  surrendered  with- 
out a  fight."!     Meanwhile  Jefferson 
Davis  and  Senator  R.  M.  T.  Hunter 
had  received  news  respecting  Ander- 
son's   action    and   immediately   com- 
municated it  to  the  President,  urging 
him  to  order  Anderson  back  to  Fort 
Moultrie.    This  was  Buchanan's  first 
impulse ;1|    but  he  finally  decided   to 
consult  the  Cabinet  and  await  further 
information. § 

When  the  Cabinet  met,  several 
changes  had  taken  place.  Philip  F. 
Thomas,  of  Maryland,  had  been  made 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  Jeremiah 
S.  Black,  Secretary  of  State ;  and  Ed- 
mn  M.  Stanton,  Attorney-General. 
Floyd  asserted  that  Anderson's  move- 
ment was  not  justified  by  his  orders 

*  Crawford,  Genesis  of  the  Civil  War.  p.  143. 
Buchanan,  however,  never  doubted  that  Anderson 
had  been  instructed  to  take  this  step.  See  Cur- 
tis, Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  371. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  3. 

t  Ihid. 

II  Ibid,  vol.  i.,  p.  118. 

§  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, vol.  i.,  p.  215. 
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and  Buchanan  seemed  to  agree  with 
him.  Black,  however,  asserted  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Administration  to 
sustain  him.*  Floyd  became  more 
and  more  aggressive,  and  submitted  a 
v>'ritten  demand  that  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  order  the  garrison  to  be  with- 
drawn entirely  from  Charleston  on 
the  assumption  that  the  Government 
had  violated  its  most  solemn  pledges.! 
The  Cabinet  meeting  then  adjourned 
until  evening,  when  it  was  resumed 
and  continued  until  a  late  hour ;  yet  no 
decision  was  reached  with  regard  to 
ordering  the  troops  back  to  Moultrie. 
The  President  decided  to  await  official 
information  from  Anderson  with  the 
idea  that,  should  he  be  convinced  that 
Anderson  had  violated  his  instruc- 
tions, he  might  think  seriouslj'  of  re- 
storing for  the  present  the  former 
status  quo  of  the  forts. J  Two  days 
later  Floyd  sent  his  resignation  to 
the  President,  who  accepted  it  on  the 
31st  and  placed  Postmaster-General 
Holt  in  charge  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment.! 

News  of  the  seizure  of  United  States 
property  in  Charleston  did  not  reach 
Washington  until  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th,  the  day  on  which  the 
South  Carolina  commissioners  were 
to  have  their  talk  with  Buchanan. 
Tliis  interview  occurred  at  half  past 

*  C.  F.  Black,  Essays  and  Speeches  of  J.  S. 
filacl;  p.  12. 

t  Frank  Moore,  Rebellion  Reeord,  vol.  i..  Docs., 
p.  10. 

t  Buchanan's  Administration  on  the  Eve  of  the 
Rebellion,  p.  181. 

II  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  385-386. 


two  in  the  afternoon.  Having  heard 
of  the  Charleston  outrages,  the  Presi- 
dent knew  that  the  South  Carolinians, 
from  being  the  agents  of  a  conspiracy, 
had  now  become  the  emissaries  of  an 
insurrection.  Nevertheless,  he  deter- 
mined to  listen  with  patience  to  what 
they  had  to  communicate,  though  on 
their  introduction  he  stated  that  he 
could  recognize  them  only  as  private 
agents  and  not  as  commissioners  from 
a  sovereign  State.*  The  commission- 
ers maintained  that  the  pledge  of  the 
President  given  early  in  December  to 
the  South  Carolina  Congressmen  had 
been  broken  and  urged  him  to  order 
Anderson  back  to  Fort  Moultrie,  say- 
ing that  Buchanan's  personal  honor 
was  involved  in  this  matter.  Bu- 
chanan would  give  no  satisfaction, 
however,  and  the  commissioners  sent 
a  letter  to  the  President,  dated  De- 
cember 28,  urging  that  the  troops  be 
withdrawn  from  Charleston  harbor, 
and  asserting  that,  until  Anderson's 
movements  were  explained,  the  com- 
missioners would  be  forced  to  sus- 
pend negotiations.! 

This  ultimatum  was  at  once  made 
the  subject  of  Cabinet  discussion.  The 
President  wavered  as  to  the  proper 
course,  but  in  the  end,  following  the 
bent  of  his  sjTnpathies,  he  prepared  a 
reply  favorable  to  their  cause;!  and 

*  Buchanan's  Administration  on  the  Eve  of  the 
Rebellion,  p.  181. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  109-110.  See  also 
Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Pouer,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  4.5-46;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  384. 

t  Tlie  original  draft  of  this  paper  is  not  in  ex- 
istence.—  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  380. 
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late  on  Saturday  evening,  December 
29,  submitted  bis  proposed  answer  to 
tbe  Cabinet.     Tbere  was  one  vacant 
seat  at  tbe  council  board,  for  that  was 
the  day  of  Floyd's  resignation.*     Of 
the  six  assembled  councillors  Touccy 
alone  approved  the  reply.     These  de- 
velopments   seem    to    have    wrought 
a  great  change  in  Secretary  of  State 
Black,  who  was   struggling  between 
personal  devotion  to  the  President  and 
duty  to  the  Nation.    On  Sunday  morn- 
ing, December  SO,  convinced  that  Bu- 
chanan intended  to  adhere  to  his  pro- 
posed   reply    to    the    commissioners, 
Black  convened  the  Union  members  of 
the  Cabinet  and  declared  his  intention 
to  resign,  a  resolve  in  which  he  was 
joined  by  Stanton.t    Toucey  informed 
Buchanan  of  Black's  threatened  de- 
fection and  the  latter  at  once  sent  for 
Black,    gave    him    the    objectionable 
draft  of  his  reply,  and  asked  him  to 
modify    it    in    accordance    with    his 
views.J     Black  went  to  his  office  and 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Stanton  wrote 
out  a  detailed  and  methodical  memo- 
randum covering  the  points  involved. || 
Buchanan  amended  his  reply,  embody- 
ing in  it  many  parts  of  the  memoran- 
dum.    This  reply  still  reiterated  the 
defensive  instructions   to   Anderson, 
the  President's  anxiety  to  refer  the 


propositions  of  the'  commissioners  to 
Congress,  and  his  deep  regret  that  the 
commissioners    deemed    negotiations 
impossible;   but  included  the   assur- 
ance that  the  troops  would  not  be  with- 
drawn, and  stated  that  the  President 
deemed   it   his   duty  to   defend   Fort 
Sumter   as   a  portion  of  the  public 
property  of  the  United  States  against 
hostile  attacks  from  whatever  quarter 
they  might  come.*    On  December  30, 
in  accordance  with  his  last  statement 
and  yielding  to  the  request  of  General 
Scott,  he  directed  that  reinforcements 
be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter.t     An  order 
was  issued  to  place  the  BrooMyn  in 
readiness  and  to  put  aboard  her  at 
least  200  men  from  Fortress  Monroe 
with    arms,    ammunition    and    sup- 
plies. J     However,  the  President  sug- 
gested that  the  sending  of  this  order 
be  deferred  until  the  South  Carolina 
commissioners  made  reply  to  his  let- 
ter.ll  On  January  2,  1861,  the  answer 
came.     It  presented  the  South  Caro- 
lina argument  with  force,  since  the 
commissioners    were    apparently   ex- 
pending their  united  skill  upon  this 
second  letter  and  pouring  forth  their 
accumulated  w^oes.     It  was  arrogant 
in  manner  and  insolent  in  tone,  being 
of  such  a  character  that  the  President 
decUned  to  receive  it  and  ordered  the 


♦  Moore,  Rehellion  Record,  vol.  i.,  Docs.,  p.  10. 

t  Black,  Essays  and  Speeches  of  J.  S.  Black, 
p.  14. 

tlbid,  pp.  14,  17. 

II  See  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  231- 
233;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  80-82:  Crawford,  Genesis  of  the  Civil  War, 
pp.  1.53-155. 


'Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  115  et  seq.;  Curtis, 
Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  386;  Buchanan's  Ad- 
ministration on  the  Eve  of  the  Rehellion,  p.  182; 
Moore,  Rehellion  Record,  vol.  i.,  Docs.,  p.  14. 

f  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  114. 

t  Ibid,  p.  Hi). 

II  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  91-92.  See  also  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  402. 
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letter  with  "declined"  indorsed  upon 
it,  to  be  sent  back  to  the  commission- 
ers.*   Upon  returning  the  letter  Bu- 


chanan remarked  to  Secretary  of  War 
Holt :  "  It  is  now  all  over  and  rein- 
forcements must  be  sent."* 


CHAPTER   XII. 

1861. 
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The  North  had  been  electrified  when 
Anderson  transferred  liis  force  to 
Fort  Sumter,  but  before  venting  their 
feeling  of  joy  they  waited  with  breath- 
less suspense  to  see  if  the  Administi'a- 
tion  would  support  him.  On  the  last 
day  of  the  year  the  rumor  was  circu- 
lated that  at  the  Cabinet  session  a  de- 
cision had  been  reached  not  to  with- 
draw the  troops  from  Charleston  har- 
bor nor  to  order  Anderson  back  to 
Moultrie.  The  President  had  favored 
sending  reinforcements  to  Sumter, 
and  when  the  letter  from  the  South 
Carolina  commissioners  was  received 
on  January  2,  the  Cabinet  was  once 
more  convulsed  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  reinforcements.    Black,  Stan- 


*  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p-  392; 
liiirlianan's  Administration  on  the  Eve  of  the  Re- 
bellion, p.  183.  This  letter  will  be  found  in  Offi- 
cial Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  121-124;  Moore,  Rebel- 
lion Record,  vol.  i..  Docs.,  p.  15;  Davis,  Rise  and 
Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government,  and,  in 
part,  in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  84-8.5.  See  also  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall 
of  Slave  Poiver,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  47-48;  Von  Hoist, 
Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
384-385. 


ton  and  Holt  succeeded  in  holding  the 
President  to  their  view  and  he  finally 
agreed  that  reinforcements  must  be 
sent.*     General  Scott  had  never  fa- 
vored the  plan  of  sending  the  Brook- 
hjn,  being  averse  to  weakening  the 
garrison  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  ap- 
prehensive that  the  Brooklyn,  owing 
to    her    deep    draught,    would    have 
trouble  in  crossing  the  bar  at  Charles- 
ton, t    Accordingly,  Scott  changed  the 
plan    and    proposed    that    reinforce- 
ments be  sent  from  Governor's  Island, 
New  York;  a  telegram  was  sent  to 
New  York  chartering  the  side-wheel 
steamship.  Star  of  the  West;  and  on 
January  3  the  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral was  sent  to  organize  the  expedi- 
tion.J    Taking  aboard  200  men,  4  offi- 
cers, and  plenty  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion,  the  Star  of  the   West   cleared 
Sandy  Hook  on  the  night  of  January 
5,  and  arrived  off  Charleston  Harbor 

*  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  402. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  128-129. 
t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  p. 
94;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  245. 
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about  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
January  9. 

News  of  the  departure  of  the  Star 
of  the  West  had  been  received  by  the 
Charleston  authorities  about  5  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  8th.  As  all  the 
harbor  lights  were  found  extinguished 
when  the  Star  of  the  West  arrived,  her 
captain  deemed  it  unsafe  to  attempt 
an  entrance,  so  he  hove  to  and  awaited 
daybreak.  A  South  Carolina  gun- 
boat had  been  stationed  at  the  bar,  and 
on  sighting  the  Star  of  the  West 
burned  colored  signal  lights  and 
steamed  rapidly  up  the  channel,  fir- 
ing rockets  as  she  went,  whereupon 
the  Star  of  the  West  proceeded  up 
the  channel  toward  Fort  Sumter. 
When  within  two  miles  of  it  she  was 
tired  upon  by  a  masked  battery  on 
Morris  Island,  where  was  flying  a  red 
palmetto  flag.  On  the  first  shot  the 
captain  displayed  from  the  fore  a 
large  American  ensign  which  it  was 
hoped  that  Anderson  would  recognize 
as  a  signal  for  succor  and  that  he 
would  promptly  bring  Sumter's  guns 
into  play  to  protect  the  approaching 
ship.  The  captain  then  noticed  the  ap- 
l^roach  of  a  steamer  towing  an  armed 
schooner,  £.nd,  observing  that  to  reach 
Fort  Su-mter,  the  Star  of  the  West 
must  pass  under  the  guns  of  Moultrie, 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  useless  and  dangerous  to  proceed, 
and  accordingly  turned  the  ship  about, 
steamed  down  the  channel  out  to  sea, 
and  returned  to  New  York.* 

Anderson     immediately     called     a 

♦Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  245-246; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  99- 
101. 


council  of  war,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  a  note  was  sent  to  Governor  Pick- 
ens inquiring  whether  the  assault 
on  the  Star  of  the  West  had  official 
sanction,  and  declaring  that,  if  the  af- 
fair were  not  disclaimed,  he  must  re- 
gard it  as  an  act  of  war.*  Pickens 
replied  that  the  ' '  act  of  war  ' '  was 
the  sending  of  reinforcements,  that  the 
steamship  had  been  fired  on  in  self- 
defence,  and  that  the  deed  was  per- 
fectly justifiable.!  The  governor's 
reply  was  laid  before  the  council, 
though  Anderson  ultimately  decided 
the  course  of  action.!  Anderson  de- 
cided to  refer  the  whole  matter  to 
Washington  and  asked  a  safe 
conduct  for  the  bearer  of  his 
dispatches,  which,  being  court- 
eously granted,  a  courier  was 
soon  on  his  way  to  Washington. || 
Two  days  later  messengers  from  the 
governor  appeared  with  the  request 
that  Fort  Sumter  be  delivered  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  State. 
Anderson,  however,  refused  to  com- 
ply, but,  anxious  to  avert  hostilities, 
proposed  to  send  one  of  Ms  officers, 
in  company  with  any  messenger  the 
governor  might  name,  to  Wasliington 
to  submit  the  matter  to  his  Govern- 
ment.§      Tliis  was  agreed  to,  and  a  few 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  134.  See  also  Nico- 
lay and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  p.  106. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  135-136. 

%  Doubleday,  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  p.  105. 

II  Crawford,  Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  190. 

§  Doubleday,  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie,  pp.  108 
et  seq.,  179;  Buchanan's  Administration  on  the 
Eve  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  192  et  seq.;  Crawford, 
Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  192  et  seq.;  Rhodes, 
United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  248;  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  110-1 1.3;  Victor, 
History  of  the  Southern  Rebellion,  vol.  i.,  p.  253. 
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days  later,  the  State  Attoniey-Gen- 
eral,  I.  W.  Hayne,  and  an  officer  from 
Fort  Sumter  left  for  Washington 
where  they  arrived  on  January  13. 
Holt  wrote  to  Anderson  that  he  had 
correctly  designated  "  the  firing  into 
the  Star  of  the  West  as '  an  act  of  war. ' 
*  *  *  Your  forbearance  to  return 
the  fire  is  fully  appreciated  by  the 
President."*  One  of  the  results  of 
the  expedition  was  the  resignation  of 
Secretary  Thompson.!  Another  satis- 
factorj'  result  was  the  resignation  of 
Secretary  Thomas  of  the  Treasury 
Department.!  To  fill  the  latter  posi- 
tion John  A.  Dix  was  nominated  who, 
upon  taking  office,  applied  himself 
energetically  to  his  task. 

Meanwliile  neither  Crittenden  nor 
Douglas  had  despaired  of  securing  an 
acceptable  compromise.  In  a  dispatch 
to  certain  Georgia  Union  men,  dated 
December  29,  1860,  Douglas  and  Crit- 
tenden expressed  their  hope  that  the 
rights  of  every  State  and  section 
within  the  Union  would  be  protected. || 
On  January  3,  1861,  Crittenden  pro- 
posed in  the  Senate  that  the  sense  of 
the  people  he  taken  by  submitting  his 
compromise  to  popular  vote,§  and  in 
tliis  plan  he  was  heartily  supported 
by  Douglas.  But  just  a  week  later 
(January  10),  Jefferson  Davis  argued 
in   favor   of   the    right    of    secession 


*  Official  Records,  vol.   i.,  p.   ]40. 

t  For  the  correspondence  relating  to  this  see 
Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  401. 

t  For  correspondence  see  Curtis,  vol.  ii.,  p.  404. 

II  McPherson,  Political  History  of  the  Rebellion, 
p.  38. 

S  Congressional  Olobe,  36tli  Congress,  2d  session, 
p.  237. 


and  ably  expressed  the  views  of  the 
South.*  Two  days  later  Seward 
spoke.  He  was  for  making  no  conces- 
sion to  the  South  beyond  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  committee  of  13, 
though  he  did  suggest  that  a  National 
convention  be  called  to  consider  the 
matter  of  amending  the  Constitution.! 
His  speech  met  with  but  little  favor 
in  the  South  and  was  looked  at 
askance  by  the  more  radical  Eepubli- 
cans  and  abolitionists  of  the  North, 
for  it  was  e\ddent  that  Seward  could 
not  be  brought  to  support  the  Critten- 
den compromise  nor  was  he  likely  to 
favor  the  proposal  of  submitting  the 
compromise  to  a  popular  vote,  con- 
sidering it  an  unconstitutional  and 
ineffective  way  of  taking  the  senti- 
ment of  tlie  people.  This  proposal, 
however,  never  came  to  a  vote  in  the 
Senate,  and  hence  the  Republicans 
were  in  some  quarters  charged  with  re- 
fusrin^-  to  avert  a  calamity  which  they 
knew"  was  impending  by  the  simple 
adoption  of  a  provision  for  obtaining 
the  sense  of  the  country  at  large. 

When  this  proposition  failed,  Crit- 
tenden endeavored  to  have  the  Senate 
act  on  his  constitutional  amendments 
and  resolutions.  On  January  16 
Powell's  amendment,  providing  that 
slavery  should  be  recognized  in  terri- 
tory subsequently  acquired  as  well  as 
in  that  now  held  south  of  the  Missouri 


*  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, vol.  i.,  p.  603;  Congressional  Globe,  36th 
Congress,  2d  session,  p.  308  et  seq. 

t  His  speech  will  be  found  in  Congressional 
Globe,  36th  Congress,  2d  session,  p.  341 ;  Seward's 
Works,  vol.   iv.,  p.  651. 
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lino,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  25  to 
23.*  Clark,  of  New  Hampshire,  had 
proposed  an  amendment  which  virtu- 
ally declared  that,  instead  of  a  com- 
promise, the  Constitution  merely 
needed  to  be  obeyed,  and,  through  the 
unanimous  support  of  the  Republi- 
cans this  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  25 
to  23. t  On  January  14  Thomas  Cor- 
win,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  33, 
reported  a  plan  of  compromise  which 
contained  a  constitutional  amendment 
safeguarding  slavery  in  the  States,  to- 
gether with  Seward's  recommenda- 
tion for  the  repeal  of  personal  liberty 
laws  and  the  proposition  that  New 
Mexico  be  admitted  with  or  without 
slavery.  This  plan,  however,  came  -to 
naught.  Another  scheme,  brought  for- 
ward by  the  New  York  Assembly,  pro- 
posed gradual  compensated  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves  in  the  border 
States  and  their  colonization  in  Li- 
beria or  Haiti.  This  expedient  in- 
volved the  consent  of  the  States  which 
had  not  already  seceded  or  were  pre- 
paring to  secede,  and  made  the  re- 
muneration of  the  slaveholders  and 
the  expense  of  the  colonization  a 
charge  upon  the  general  Governiment. 
On  February  11  McKean,  of  New 
York,  requested  that  this  project  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  5,  and 
there  the  matter  dropped.  $ 

•Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii., 
p.  76;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  410. 

tVon  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  p.  410;  Harris,  The  Political  Con- 
fiict  in  America,  p.  204. 

t  Congressional  Olobc,  36th  Congress,  2(1  ses- 
sion, p.  854.  See  also  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  269-270. 


Meanwhile  secession  moved  for- 
ward several  paces.  On  January  9 
Mississippi  passed  her  ordinance  of 
secession  and  she  was  followed  on  the 
10th  by  Florida,  on  the  11th  by  Ala- 
bama, on  the  lOth.by  Georgia,  on  the 
26th  by  Louisiana,  and  on  Febmary  1 
by  Texas.  Davis  and  the  Senators 
from  Florida  and  Alabama  did  not ; 
\vithdraw  from  the  Senate,  however, 
until  they  had  been  officially  notified 
of  the  secession  of  their  States,  but 
on  January  21  they  made  their  for- 
mal leave-taking  in  brief  speeches. 
The  chamber  and  galleries  of  the  Sen- 
ate were  crowded  when  Davis  arose 
and  said : 

"  I  rise,  Mr.  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
announcing  to  the  Senate  that  I  have  satisfactory 
evidence  that  the  State  of  Mississippi,  by  a 
solemn  ordinance  of  lier  people  in  convention  as- 
semhled.  has  declared  her  separation  from  the 
United  States.  Under  these  circumstances,  of 
course,  my  functions  are  terminated  here.    ♦     ♦     » 

"It  is  by  confounding  nullification  and  seces- 
sion, that  the  name  of  a  great  man,  whose  ashes 
now  mingle  with  this  mother  earth,  has  been  in- 
voked to  justify  coerciim  against  a  seceding  State. 
The  phrase  '  to  execute  the  laws  '  was  an  expres- 
sion which  General  Jackson  applied  to  the  case  of 
a  State  refusing  to  obey  the  laws  while  yet  a 
member  of  the  Union.  That  is  not  the  case  which 
is  now  presented.  The  laws  are  to  be  executed 
over  the  United  States,  and  upon  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  They  have  no  relation  with 
any  foreign  country.  It  is  a  perversion  of  terms; 
at  least  it  is  a  great  misapprehension  of  the  case, 
which  cites  that  expression  for  application  to  a 
State  which  has  withdrawn  from  the  Union.  You 
may  make  war  on  a  foreign  State.  If  it  be  the 
purpose  of  gentlemen,  they  may  make  war  against 
a  State  which  has  withdrawn  from  the  Union : 
but  tliore  are  no  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be 
executed  within  the  limits  of  a  seceded  State.  A 
State  finding  herself  in  the  condition  in  which 
Mississippi  has  judged  she  is,  in  which  her  safety 
requires  that  she  should  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  her  rights  out  of  the  Union,  surren- 
ders all  the  benefits  (and  they  are  known  to  be 
many),  deprives  herself  of  the  advantages    (they 
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are  known  to  be  great),  severs  all  the  ties  of  af- 
fection (and  they  are  close  and  enduring),  which 
have  bound  her  to  the  Union;  and  tlius  divesting 
herself  of  every  benefit,  taking  upon  herself  every 
burden,  she  claims  to  be  exempt  from  any  power 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States  witliin 
her  limits.     ♦     »     ♦ 

"  It  has  been  a  conviction  of  jiressing  necessity, 
it  has  been  a  belief  that  we  are  to  be  deprived 
in  the  Union  of  the  rights  which  our  fathers  be- 
queathed to  us,  which  has  brought  Mississippi 
into  her  present  decision.  She  has  here  pro- 
claimed the  tlieory  that  all  men  are  created  free 
and  equal,  and  this  made  the  basis  of  an  attack 
on  her  social  institutions;  and  the  sacred  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  has  been  invoked  to 
maintain  the  position  of  the  equality  of  the  races. 

*  *  *  Had  the  Declaration  announced  that  the 
negroes  were  free  and  equal,  how  was  it  [George 
III.]  was  to  be  arraigned  for  stirring  up  insur- 
rection among  them?  And  how  was  this  to  be 
enumerated  among  the  high  crimes  which  caused 
the  colonies  to  sever  their  connection  with  the 
mother  country?  When  our  Constitution  was 
formed  the  same  idea  was  rendered  more  palpa- 
ble, for  there  we  find  provisions  made  for  that 
very  class  of  persons  as  property ;  tliey  were  not 
to  be  upon  the  footing  of  equality  with  white 
men  —  not  even  upon  that  of  paupers  and  con- 
victs, but  so  far  as  representation  was  concerned, 

were    discriminated    against    as    a    lower    caste. 

#  *     • 

"  Then,  Senators,  we  recur  to  the  principles 
upon  which  our  government  was  founded;  and 
when  you  deny  them  and  when  you  deny  the 
right  to  us  to  withdraw  from  a  government  which, 
thus  perverted,  threatens  to  be  destructive  of  our 
rights,  we  but  tread  in  the  path  of  our  fathers 
when  we  proclaim  our  independence  and  take  the 
hazard.  This  is  done,  not  in  hostility  to  others, 
not  to  injure  any  section  of  the  country,  not  even 
for  our  own  pecuniary  benefit,  but  from  a  high 
and  solemn  motive  of  defending  and  protecting 
the  rights  we  inherited  and  which  it  is  our  duty 
to  transmit  unshorn  to  our  children."  * 

In  its  public  manifestations  seces- 
sion had  all  the  marks  of  a  popular 

*  For  the  entire  speech  see  The  South  in  the 
Building  of  the  Nation,  vol.  ix.,  pp.  412-417; 
Congressional  (llobe,  36th  Congress,  2d  session, 
p.  487.  See  also  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Con- 
federate Got^ernment,  vol.  i.,  p.  220;  Mrs.  .Jeffer- 
son Davis,  Memoir  of  Jefferson  Davis,  vol.  i.,  p. 
69. 


uprising,  though  it  was  not  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  the  people.  In  Ala- 
bama, Georgia,  and  Louisiana  there 
was  a  large  falling  off  of  the  vote 
from  that  of  the  preceding  Presiden- 
tial election.  According  to  Stephens, 
a  ^dolent  storm  on  election  day  cost 
the  conservative  party  10,000  votes.* 
In  the  conventions  of  Mississippi, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Louisiana 
propositions  to  submit  the  secession 
ordinance  to  popular  verdict  were 
voted  down.  In  the  same  States  mo- 
tions looking  toward  secession  and 
redress  of  grievances  in  the  Union 
(the  adoption  of  which  would  have 
caused  the  postponement  of  seces- 
sion) failed  to  pass  by  a  consider- 
able vote.  In  Georgia  Herschel  V. 
Johnson  moved  for  a  convention 
of  the  slave  States  and  the  inde- 
pendent "  republics  "  of  South  Caro- 
Una,  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Missis- 
sippi to  be  held  in  Atlanta  on  Febru- 
ary 16.  But  as  Johnson's  motion 
specified  that  Georgia's  paramount 
grievance  was  the  personal  liberty 
laws  and  contained  an  intimation  that 
she  would  remain  in  the  Union  if 
these  were  repealed,  the  motion  M'as 
lost  by  a  vote  of  164  to  133. f    In  this 


*  Johnston  and  Browne,  Life  of  Stephens,  p. 
^78. 

t  Stephens,  War  hetween  the  States,  vol.  ii.,  j). 
300  et  seq.;  Johnston  and  Browne,  Life  of  Ste- 
phens,  p.  380.  Stephens  says :  "  The  matter 
of  slavery,  so  called,  which  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  these  irregular  movements  on  both  sides, 
and  which  ended  in  the  general  collision  of  war, 
was  of  infinitely  less  importance  to  the  seceding 
States  than  the  recognition  of  the  great  principle 
of  constitutional  liberty.  »  *  »  Kven  the 
two  thousand  million  dollars  invested  in  the  rela- 
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connection  the  remarks  of  Stephens 
are  noteworthy.  ' '  My  judgment, ' '  said 
he,  "  is  against  secession  for  existing 
causes.  I  have  not  lost  hope  of  secur- 
ing our  rights  in  the  Union  and  under 
the  Constitution.  *  *  *  I  have  been 
and  am  still  opposed  to  secession  as 
a  remedy  against  anticipated  griev- 
ances on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Executive  or  Congress.  I  have  held 
and  do  now  hold  that  the  point  of 
resistance  should  be  the  point  of 
aggression."  Davis  and  Toombs  are 
always  classed  among  the  conspir- 
ators, yet  Da\4s  by  letters  and  tele- 
grams to  every  Southern  State  en- 
deavored to  postpone  action  ;*  and 
Toombs,  in  spite  of  his  vehement  talk, 
was  neither  in  favor  of  immediate  ac- 
tion nor  definite  postponement,  but 
hoped  for  redress  in  the  Union. f 

tions  thus  established  between  private  capital 
and  the  labor  of  this  class  of  population,  under 
the  system,  was  but  as  the  dust  in  the  balance, 
compared  with  the  vital  attributes  of  the  rights 
of  independence  and  sovereignty  on  the  part  of 
tlie  several  States."  —  War  Between  the  States,  p. 
539. 

*  Mrs.   Jefferson   Davis,  Life  of   Davis,   vol.   i., 
p.  697 ;  vol.  ii.,  p.  3. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  'il^.  On 
the  other  hand  Garrison,  in  the  Liberator,  of 
January  4,  1861,  said:  "All  Union  saving  eflforts 
are  simply  idiotic.  At  last  the  '  covenant  with 
death  '.  is  annulled,  and  the  "  agreement  with  hell  " 
broken  —  at  least  by  the  action  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  ere  long  by  all  the  slave-holding  states, 
for  their  doom  is  one."  Garrison  proposed  the 
organization  of  an  independent  free-State  govern- 
ment for,  he  said,  "  to  think  of  whipping  the  South 
into  subjection,  and  e.Ktorting  allegiance  from  four 
millions  of  people  at  the  cannon's  mouth  is  utterly 
chimerical.  True,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  North 
to  deluge  her  soil  with  blood,  and  inflict  upon  her 
the  most  terrible  sufferings;  but  not  to  break 
her  spirit  or  change  her  determination." — See 
Swift,  Life  of  Garrison,  pp.  318-319. 


Immediately    connected    with    the 
passage    of   the   secession    ordinance 
another  step  was  taken.     The  gover- 
nors of  the  seceding  States  sent  troops 
to    take    possession    of   the    military 
strongholds  and  depots  in  the  cotton 
States,  and  soon  all  these  posts  except 
Fort  Sumter  in   Charleston  Harbor, 
Fort   Pickens  in  Pensacola  Harbor, 
Fort  Taylor  at  Key  West,  and  Fort 
Jefferson  on  Tortugas  Island,  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  secessionists.     One 
notable  exception  was  Fort  Barran- 
cas   near    Pensacola,     Florida.     On 
January  5   the   governor   of  Florida 
had  seized  the  arsenal  at  Appalachi- 
cola.   Fort   Marion   and   the    arsenal 
depot  at  St.  Augustine  on  the  7th,  and 
the  schooner  belonging  to  the  Coast 
Survey.    In  the  arsenal  there  w^ere  no 
arms,  but  500,000  musket  cartridges, 
300,000  rifle  cartridges,  and  300,000 
pounds    of    gunpowder   were    seized. 
On  the  8th  the  governor  ordered  the 
seizure  of  the  navy  yard  and  unoccu- 
pied  forts    at   Pensacola.     Near   the 
navy   yard    at   Pensacola   was    Fort 
Barrancas,  built  for  a  garrison  of  250 
men,  but  occupied  only  by  a  nominal 
garrison  of  46  men  under  Lieutenant 
Adam  J.  Slemmer.     Near  Fort  Bar- 
rancas was  Fort  McRee,  built  for  a 
garrison  of  650  men,  but  occupied  by 
a   single   ordnance   sergeant;  and  on 
Santa  Rosa  Island  was  Fort  Pickens, 
built  for  a  garrison  of  1,260  men,  but 
now  entirely  empty.     On  January  3, 
1861,  Scott  directed  Slemmer  to  pre- 
vent the  seizure  of  these  forts  by  sur- 
prise or  assault.    Believing  that  Fort 
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Pickens  was  better  fitted  to  withstand 
attack  than  Barrancas,  Slemmer 
spiked  the  guns  of  Barrancas,  de- 
stroyed the  remaining  powder  in  that 
fort  and  Fort  McRee,  and  transferred 
his  men  with  all  available  supplies  to 
Fort  Pickens.  He  was  not  a  moment 
too  soon,  for  on  the  10th  the  Florida 
convention  passed  an  ordinance  of 
secession,  and  on  the  12th  a  regiment 
of  Florida  and  Alabama  volunteers 
appeared  at  the  navy  yard  gate  and 
demanded  its  surrender.  After  some 
formalities  this  act  was  consummated, 
and  the  navy  yard  and  the  two  aban- 
doned forts  were  occupied  by  the 
secessionists.  Slemmer 's  promptness, 
however,  had  saved  Fort  Pickens,  the 
steamer  Wyandotte  of  6  guns,  and  the 
store  ship  Supply  * 

Meanwhile,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
messengers  from  Governor  Pickens 
and  General  Anderson  at  Charleston 
had  arrived  at  Washington  on  Janu- 
ary 14,  and  were  received  by  Presi- 
dent Buchanan.  The  President  in- 
sisted that  the  transactions  must  be  in 
writing,  whereupon  Hayne  gave  notice 
that  he  had  a  letter  from  Governor 
Pickens  demanding  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Sumter.  As  the  Southern  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  were  en- 
couraged by  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  suppose  that  no  reinforce- 
ments would  be  sent  to  Sumter,  the 
revolutionary  Senators  interfered  be- 
cause   they    thought    that    Pickens' 

♦  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  333-342 ;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  p.  26  et  seq.;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  183,  162-164; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  280-281. 


rashness  would  precipitate  hostilities 
and  rouse  the  North.  At  a  meeting  on 
January  5*  the  extremist  Senators 
had  determined  that  the  States  should 
secede  at  once,  while  they  themselves 
should  remain  in  Congress  till  March 
4  "  to  keep  the  hands  of  President 
Buchanan  tied  ' '  and  to  defeat  hostile 
legislation.t  Accordingly  ten  of  the 
Senators  from  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Florida,  and  Texas  re- 
quested Hayne  to  delay  the  delivery 
of  the  governor's  letter  in  the  hope 
that— 

"  an  arrangement  will  be  agreed  upon  between 
you  and  the  President  at  least  till  the  15th  of 
February  next,  by  which  time  your  and  our  states 
may  in  Convention  devise  a  wise,  just,  and  peace- 
ful solution  of  existing  difficulties.  •  *  *  If 
not  clothed  with  power  to  make  such  an  arrange- 
ment, then  we  trust  that  you  will  submit  our  sug- 
gestions to  the  governor  of  your  state  for  his 
instructions.  Until  you  have  received  and  com- 
municated his  response  to  the  President,  of  course 
your  state  will  not  attack  Fort  Sumter  and  the 
President  will  not  offer  to  reinforce  it."  t 

On  the  17th  Hayne  repUed  that,  if 
the  Senators  could  obtain  satisfactory 
assurance  that  no  reinforcements 
would  be  sent  to  Fort  Sumter  and  that 
the  public  peace  would  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  any  act  of  hostihty  toward 
South  Carolina,  he  would  refer  their 
communication  to  the  authorities.  In 
this  case  the  Senators  could  assure 
the  President  that  no  attack  would  be 
made  on  Fort  Sumter  till  a  response 
had  been  received  from  the  governor 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  p. 
154. 

t  Senator  Yulee  to  Finegan,  January  7,  1851, 
Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  443. 

t  House  Report  91,  36th  Congress,  2d  session, 
p.  58. 
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of  South  Carolina  and  communicated 
to  him.*  The  correspondence  between 
the  Senators  and  Colonel  Hayne  was 
sent  to  the  President,  who,  on  January 
22,  instracted  Secretary  Holt  to  reply 
that  no  such  arrangement  could  be 
entered  into  and  that,  if  Anderson 
needed  them,  reinforcements  would 
certainly  be  sent.  Holt's  letter  was 
sent  to  Colonel  Hayne,  who  on  Jan- 
uary 24  referred  the  entire  matter 
to  Governor  Pickens.  The  governor 
wrote  his  instructions  and  reply  on  the 
26th,  but  they  were  not  received  by 
Hayne  until  January  30,  and  on  the 
next  day  Hayne,  in  a  letter  to  Bu- 
chanan, renewed  his  demand  for  pos- 
session of  Fort  Sumter.t  Nearly  a 
week  later  (February  6),  the  Presi- 
dent replied  to  Hayne  through  Secre- 
tary Holt,  asserting  that  the  title  to 
Fort  Sumter  rested  absolutely  and  in- 
contestably  in  the  United  States,  that 
the  general  Government  had  absolute 
jurisdiction  over  the  fort,  and  that  he 
would  not  surrender  it.||  This  seems 
to  have  closed  the  argument  on  the 
subject,  but  a  few  days  later  Hayne 
sent  an  insiilting  reply  addressed 
directly  to  the  President,  and  then  left 
the  city.  The  President,  however,  re- 
fused, because  of  the  character  of  the 

*  Tlouse  Ifrport  91,  p.  60. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  150.  All  the  cor- 
respondence may  be  found  in  House  Report  91, 
36th  Congress,  2d  session,  p.  58  et  seq. 

%  The  letter  will  be  found  in  House  Report  91, 
36th  Congress,  2d  session,  pp.  64-68.  An  extract 
is  given  in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  170-171. 

II  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  166-167.  See  also 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  222;  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  171-172. 


letter,  to  receive  it,  and  directed  that     i 
it  be  returned  by  the  first  mail.*  ' 

Buchanan  was  disposed  to  regard 
sacredly  the  quasi  truce  between 
Anderson  and  Pickens,  in  spite  of  the  J 
pressure  exerted  upon  him  by  Black,  ' 
Stanton,  Holt  and  Dix.  Undoubtedly 
he  was  encouraged  in  his  position  by 
the  fact  that  dispatches  from  Ander- 
son had  not  favored  the  reinforcement 
of  the  garrison  at  Sumter.t  On  Janu- 
ary 10  and  16  Holt  wrote  to  Anderson 
directing  him  to  act  strictly  on  the 
defensive,  but  that  whenever,  in  his 
judgment,  additional  supplies  or  rein- 
forcements were  necessary  for  safety 
or  the  successful  defence  of  the  fort, 
prompt  and  vigorous  efforts  would  be 
made  to  forward  them. J  Anderson 
did  not  ask  for  reinforcements  "be- 
cause I  know  that  the  moment  it 
should  be  known  here  that  additional 
troops  were  coming,  they  [the  seces- 
sionists] would  assail  me  and  thus 
inaugurate  civil  war."||  Nevertheless, 
the  President  ordered  a  reinforcing 
expedition  to  be  prepared  in  New 
York  with  orders  to  sail  upon  tele- 
graphic notice  from  the  Secretary  of 
War.  But  these  orders  were  not  sent, 
as  Virginia  had  made  efforts  to  heal 
the  breach  between  the  two  sections 
which  resulted  in  the  peace  conven- 
tion.   One  succoring  expedition,  how- 


*  Buclianan's  Administration  on  the  Eve  of  the 
RebeUion,  p.  205.  The  letter  is  printed  in  Craw- 
ford, Genesis  of   the  Civil   War,  p.  231. 

t  See  tlie  letters  in  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
133,  139,  159. 

tibid,  pp.   137,   140. 

II  Crawford,  Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  290. 
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ever,  was  sent  out  iu  anticipation  of 
trouble  in  Florida.  After  her  return 
to  Norfolk,  the  Brooklyn  was  ordered 
(January  21)  to  take  aboard  a  com- 
pany of  artillerymen  from  Fortress 
Monroe  and  a  store  of  provisions  as 
well,  and  to  proceed  to  Pensacola. 
The  Brooklyn  sailed  on  Januarj'  24  * 
but  before  she  had  arrived  at  Pen- 
sacola, a  quasi  truce  was  entered 
into  with  the  President,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  Senator  Mallory,  of 
Florida,  and  other  Senators,  by  which 
the  troops  on  the  Brooklyn  were  not 
to  be  disembarked  and  the  Southern- 
ers agreed  not  to  attack  the  fort;  the 
provisions,  however,  were  to  be 
landed.  At  the  same  time  an  order 
was  issued  that  a  man-of-war  should 
remain  on  the  station,  reinforce  the 
fort  and,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  co- 
operate with  Slemmer  in  repelling  it.f 
Meanwhile  many  on  both  sides  were 
endeavoring  to  prevent  a  widening  of 
the  breach.  Although  the  Crittenden 
compromise  had  received  its  death 
blow  in  the  Senate  on  January  16, 
Douglas,  Crittenden,  and  others  still 
hoped  to  secure  enough  Republican 
votes  in  its  support  to  carry  it 
through.  The  proposition  for  a  com- 
promise embodied  the  retention  of  the 
border  States,  so  that,  if  there  were  a 
prospect  of  keeping  them  in  the  Union, 
there  would  be  an  incentive  for  the 
cotton  States  to  return.    The  majority 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  351,  352,  356. 

t  Buchanan's  Administration  on  the  Ere  of  the 
Kcbellion.  p.  214;  Curtis,  Life  of  Buchanan,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  461 ;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  164-165. 


of  the  Representatives,  however,  were 
against  compromise,  Sumner  sajdng 
that  there  was  but  one  thing  for 
Northern  men  to  do — "  to  stand  firm 
in  their  position."  Stevens  said  he 
was  "  opposed  to  compromise  until 
there  was  something  to  compro- 
mise."* He  asserted  that  "  the  elec- 
tion of  Lincoln  must  be  regarded  as 
the  triumph  of  principles  cherished  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States.  *  *  *  Chief  among  the  prin- 
ciples is  the  restriction  of  slavery 
within  State  limits ;  not  war  upon 
slavery  within  those  limits  but  fixed  to 
its  extension  beyond  them."  Never- 
theless, Virginia,  loath  to  see  the  great 
structure  of  the  Union  shattered, 
made  the  supreme  effort  to  save  it 
which  has  already  been  alluded  to. 
On  January  19  her  General  Assembly 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions  in\dting 
the  other  States  of  the  Union,  whether 
slaveholding  or  non-slaveholding,  to 
send  commissioners  to  meet  hers  in 
convention  at  Washington  on  Febru- 
ary 4,  "to  adjust  the  present  un- 
happy controversies,  "t  At  the  head 
of  her  delegates  was  Ex-President 
Tyler.  Tyler  and  another  Virginia 
delegate,  Judge  John  Robertson,  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  South 
Carolina,  also  with  the  purpose  of 
precluding  collision  of  arms  pending 
the     proposed     convention.}      There 


•  Harris,  The  Political  Conflict  in  America,  p. 
196. 

t  Wilson,  Wise  and  Fall  of  filare  Power,  vol.  iii., 
p.  83;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  413. 

t  For  an  account  of  Tyler's  mission  see  Curtis, 
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were  21  States  that  accepted  the  in- 
vitation of  Virginia  and  sent  commis- 
sioners to  the  convention. 

On  the  day  that  the  peace  con- 
vention met  at  Washington  (Febru- 
ary 4),  delegates  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Mississippi,  Florida,  Alabama, 
Georgia,  and  Louisiana  assembled  at 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  form  a 
Southern  Confederacy.  The  dele- 
gates from  Texas  did  not  arrive  until 
later,  as  the  ordinance  of  secession 
had  not  been  voted  upon  by  her  peo- 
ple. Howell  Cobb  was  chosen  chair- 
man and  the  congress  ruled  that  the 
crucial  questions  should  be  decided  by 
a  vote  of  the  States,  each  State  being 
entitled  to  one  vote.  In  his  address 
Cobb  assured  the  delegates  that  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union  was  "  a  fact, 
an  irretrievable  fact:  the  separation 
is  perfect,  complete,  and  perpetual 
*  *  *  w^e  will  this  day  inaugurate  for 
the  South  a  new  era  of  peace,  security, 
and  prosperity."  Immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  pro\'ide  for  a  govern- 
ment in  place  of  that  which  they  had 
undertaken  to  throw  olf.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  was 
adopted  nearly  as  a  whole,  with  two 
or  three  politic  provisions  introduced, 
one  against  the  slave  trade  and  an- 
other against  importing  slaves  from 
any  State  outside  of  the  Confeder- 
acy.*   On  the  next  day  (February  9), 


by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  six 
States  present,  Jefferson  Davis  was 
chosen  President,  and  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  Vice-President,  of  the  new 
Confederacy.*^  The  body  then  set  to 
work  to  prepare  a  permanent  consti- 
tution which  should  go  into  effect  a 
year  later.  This  labor  was  completed 
and  the  constitution  was  adopted  on 
March  11.  Meanwhile,  on  Feliruary 
11,  Stephens  had  been  sworn  into  office 
as  Vice-President.t  Davis  did  not 
arrive  at  Montgomery  till  February 
18,  when  he  was  formally  inducted 
into  office  and  delivered  his  inaugural 
address. 

Having  constituted  a  government, 
the  Confederate  provisional  congress 
proceeded  to  devise  plans  for  its 
proper  administration.  Executive  de- 
partments were  created  and  acts  pro- 
\dding  military  means  wei'e  passed. 
The  President  Avas  authorized  to  bor- 
row $15,000,000  at  8  per  cent,  on  Con- 
federate bonds  and  an  export  duty 


Life  of  Buchanan,  vol.  ii.,  p.  472;  Letters  and 
Times  of  Tylers,  vol.  ii.,  p.  587;  Buchanan's  Ad- 
ministration on  the  Eve  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  206. 
*  Thp  t*\t  of  the  provisional  and  permanent  con- 
stitution are  in  Matthews'  ed.  of  the  Confederate 
Statutes-at-Large,    pp.    11-12.      A   convenient   re- 


print of  the  text  of  the  Confederate  Constitu- 
tion and  the  United  States  Constitution  are  in 
Davis,  Kise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, vol.  i..  pp.  648-673;  and  in  Curry,  Civil 
History  of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States,  pp.  274-309.  The  Constitution  will  be 
found  also  in  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the 
Xation,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  452,  462,  and  in  Stephens, 
War  between  the  States,  vol.  ii.,  p.  714  et  seq. 
For  a  resume  of  the  changes,  see  Wilson,  Rise 
and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii.,  p.  119  et  seq.;- 
Curry,  pp.  62-95,  and  the  same  author's  South- 
ern States  of  the  American  Union,  pp.  191-213. 

*  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol. 
iii.,  p.  118;  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Polit- 
ical History,  vol.  vii.,  p.  425. 

t  Avary,  Recollections  of  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
p.  62.  For  his  speech  eulogizing  the  constitution, 
see  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii., 
p.  121  et  seq. 
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of  i,s  of  one  per  cent  a  pound  was 
imposed  on  raw  cotton,  this  tax  being 
pledged  to  pay  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  loan.  By  a  general  statute 
the  tariif  act  of  1857  was  continued 
in  force.  Davis  Avas  authorized  by  a 
resolution  passed  on  February  15  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens, 
either  by  negotiations  or  force.*  Ac- 
cordingly, on  February  22,  Davis,  on 
the  part  of  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment, took  charge  of  military  opera- 
tions in  Charleston  harbor.  At  the 
same  time  (February  15),  a  resolution 
was  passed  appointing  other  commis- 
sioners to  be  sent  to  Washington  to 
negotiate  for  a  treaty  of  amity  vnth 
the  Union  Government.  The  commis- 
sioners were :  A.  B.  Roman,  of  Louisi- 
ana ;  Martin  J.  Crawford,  of  Georgia, 
and  John  Forsyth,  of  Alabama.  Davis 
then  selected  his  Cabinet,  which  con- 
sisted of  the  following  men :  Toombs, 
of  Georgia,  Secretary  of  State ;  C.  G. 
Memminger,  of  South  Carolina,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury;  L.  P.  Walker, 
of  Alabama,  Secretary  of  War;  Ste- 
phen R.  Mallory,  of  Florida,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy ;  John  H.  Reagan,  of 
Texas,  Postmaster-General;  Judah  P. 
Benjamin,  of  Louisiana,  Attorney- 
General. f 

The  last  formal  step  in  the  election 
of  Lincoln,  the  counting  of  the  elec- 
toral votes,  was  anticipated  with  no 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  258. 

t  Curry,  Civil  History  of  the  Confederate 
States,  chap,  ii.;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  294-295. 


little  apprehension,  since  the  notion 
prevailed  that  a  conspiracy  existed 
not  only  to  prevent  the  count  of  the 
votes  and  the  inauguration,  but  also 
to  seize  the  capitol  and  other  build- 
ings together  with  the  archives  of  the 
Government.  General  Scott,  Secre- 
taries Black  and  Holt,  and  Senator 
Seward  shared  in  this  solicitude,  and 
earh'  in  January,  under  orders  from 
General  Scott,  a  plan  for  the  defence 
of  Washington  was  sketched,  and 
Colonel  Charles  P.  Stone  was  ap- 
pointed major-general  and  directed  to 
organize  and  drill  the  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.*  There  was 
little  foundation  for  such  fears,  for 
Washington  was  secure  as  long  as 
Virginia  and  Maryland  remained  in 
the  Union.  Maryland  had  not  made 
the  slightest  move  toward  secession, 
for  her  governor,  though  sympathiz- 
ing AAith  the  South  (being  a  slave- 
holder himself),  absolutely  declined  to 
convoke  the  legislature  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  a  popular  convention,  j 
In  Virginia  a  special  session  of  the 
legislature  had  been  summoned,  which 
passed  a  convention  bill.  The  election 
of  delegates  took  place  on  February  4 
and  resulted  in  a  signal  Union  victory, 
which  made  it  certain  that  Virginia 
would  not  secede,  at  least  before 
March  4.  The  President  did  not  share 
the  apprehension  of  his  Cabinet  mem- 
bers, yet,  appreciating  the  wisdom  of 
taking  precautionary  measures,  au- 
thorized General  Scott  to  bring  sev- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  135-138. 
t  Greeley,  American  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  349. 
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eral    companies     of    United    States 
troops  to  Washington.  * 

Meanwhile,  on  February  11,  Lincoln 
had  started  on  his  journey  from 
Springfield  to  Washington.  On  the 
way  he  stopped  frequently  for  the 
purpose  of  making  addresses,  but  they 
gave  little  indication  of  his  profound 
character.  The  commonplace  abounds 
in  them  and  his  sallies  of  wit  jarred 
on  the  nerves  of  men  who  expected  his 
utterances  to  be  concerned  chiefly  with 
serious  matters.  Lincoln,  however, 
had  already  prepared  his  inaugural 
address,  and  prudence  forbade  that 
he  should  anticipate  it;  his  only  re- 
course, therefore,  in  these  by-the-way 
speeches  was  to  put  himself  en  rap- 
port with  his  audiences,  and  enunciate 
such  generalties  as  should  give  assur- 
ance of  liis  patriotism  and  yet  be 
entirely  non-committal  as  to  the  de- 
tails of  his  future  policy.  It  was  an 
extremely  difficult  position,  one  that 
required  the  utmost  delicacy  and  tact, 
and  Lincoln  handled  it  with  superb 
skill,  t  The  most  noteworthy  event  of 
this  journey  was  Lincoln's  sudden 
abandonment  of  his  announced  pro- 
gram in  order  to  make  a  secret  night 
journey  through  Baltimore  to  Wash- 
ington, where  he  arrived  on  the  morn- 
ing of  February  23.  The  newspapers 
related  that  an  extensive  plot  to  as- 
sassinate  him   on   his   expected  trip 


through.  Baltimore  had  been  discov- 
ered and  divulged  to  him  at  Phila- 
delphia and  again  at  Ilarrisburg,  and 
that,  to  disconcert  the  plans  of  the 
conspirators,  he  had  made  the  night 
journey.  Lincoln  himself  did  not  be- 
lieve that. he  would  have  been  assassi- 
nated had  he  gone  through  Baltimore 
as  at  first  planned,  but  he  thought  it 
just  as  well  to  run  no  unnecessary 
risk.*  The  story  of  such  a  plot  has 
never  been  entirely  proved  or  dis- 
proved, though  subsequent  events 
demonstrated  that  a  violent  and  dis- 
loyal spirit  existed  at  Baltimore  which 
was  ready  to  break  forth  on  any 
provocation,  f 

Meanwhile,  on  February  4,  the  peace 
convention  had  assembled  at  Wash- 
ington with  Ex-President  Tyler  in  the 
chair.  James  Guthrie  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  leading  committee 
which,  on  February  15,  reported  a 
series  of  propositions  to  form  a  con- 


*  Rhodes,  Vnitetl  f^tates,  vol.  iii.,  p.  302.  For 
Holt's  report  on  tlie  reason  for  quartering  troops 
in  Washington  see  Official  Records,  series  iii., 
vol.  i.,  pp.   399-401. 

tSee  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
iii.,   pp.  291    et  seq. 


II  I.  N.  Arnold  (Lincoln  and  Slavery,  p.  171), 
states  that  Lincoln  expressed  his  skepticism  to 
him. 

t  ITie  utterances  regarding  tlie  secret  night 
journey  are  given  in  full  in  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  302-316.  See  also  Blaine,  Twenty 
Years  of  Congress,  vol.  iii.,  p.  280:  Edwards, 
Life  of  N.  B.  Judd,  pp.  11-17;  Pinkerton,  The 
Spy  of  the  Rebellion,  pp.  45-103;  McClure,  Lin- 
coln and  Men  of  War  Times,  p.  43;  Lamon,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  pp.  511-526;  Lossing,  Civil  War,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  147-149;  also  vol.  i.,  pp.  179-180;  Schouler, 
Massachusetts  in  the  Civil  War,  vol.  i.,  pp.  59- 
65.  "  The  prudence  of  this  step  has  since  been 
abundantly  demonstrated;  but  it  wounded,  at  the 
time,  tlie  sensibilities  of  many  friends,  who  would 
have  much  preferred  to  form  an  escort  of  100,000 
armed  men  to  see  him  safely  through  Baltimore, 
than  to  have  him  pass  through  it  clandestinely 
and  like  a  hunted  fugitive."  — Greeley,  American 
Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  421. 
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stitutional  amendment,  the  chief 
feature  of  which  was  the  reenactment 
of  the  Missoui'i  Compromise.  These 
propositions  were  not  acted  upon 
until  the  27th,  when  the  main  features 
of  the  committee's  project  were 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  one  State 
only,  the  votes  of  other  States  (which 
were  divided)  not  being  counted.* 
The  action  of  the  peace  convention, 
therefore,  was  not  unanimous,  the 
States  being  so  evenly  lined  up.f  The 
plan  was  less  favorable  to  the  South 
than  the  Crittenden  compromise,  and 
on  the  morning  of  March  4,  when  the 
project  was  offered  to  the  Senate,  it 
received  only  seven  favorable  votes. 
The  peace  convention  was  chietiy  sig- 
nificant as  furnishing  an  occasion  for 
the  border  slave  States  to  give  evi- 
dence of  their  attachment  to  the 
Union. 

Another  event  showing  final  reluct- 
ance to  secede  was  the  election  in  Vir- 
ginia of  members  to  her  State  conven- 
tion, for  of  the  152  delegates  chosen 
only  30  were  out-and-out  Secession- 
ists, wliile  102  were  Whigs,  and  the 
remainder  Douglas  men.  J  Neverthe- 
less, as  her  subsequent  action  proved, 


*The  proceedings  of  the  convention  will  be 
found  in  Chittenden,  Report  of  the  Debates  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Peace  Convention.  The  pro- 
posed constitutional  amendment  is  in  Senate 
Misc.  Doe.  20,  36tli  Congress,  2d  session.  It  will 
be  found  also  in  MacDonald,  Select  Documents, 
pp,  443-445.  For  a  resume  of  the  proceedings, 
sec  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  84-05. 

t  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  His- 
tory,    vol.   vii.,    pp.    443-445. 

$Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
230-233;   Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   iii.,  p.  306. 
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Virginia  belonged  more  logically  to 
the  Southern  than  to  the  border  group 
of  States.  The  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  had  passed  a  bill  providing 
that  the  people  should  vote  on  the 
desirability  of  holding  a  popular  con- 
vention and  that  delegates  should  be 
chosen  at  the  same  time.  Consen'a- 
tives  to  the  number  of  82,  and  38 
secessionists,  were  elected,  but  the 
people  decided  against  the  convention 
by  651  majority.  In  Tennessee  there 
was  a  majority  of  12,000  against  a 
convention.  In  Missouri  there  was  a 
majority  o^  80,000  against  secession 
—  not  a  single  secessionist  delegate 
to  the  State  convention  was  chosen.* 
The  people  of  Arkansas  voted  in  favor 
of  holding  the  convention,  but  the  ma- 
jority of  delegates  were  conservatives. 
In  Kentucky  the  legislature  refused 
to  call  a  convention,  and  adjourned 
shortly  before  the  middle  of  Feb- 
ruary, t 

Meanwhile  little  had  been  done  in 
Congress  in  the  way  of  legislation. 
On  January  21,  by  a  vote  of  31  to  16, 
the  Senate  passed  the  House  bill  of 
the  preceding  session,  admitting  Kan- 
sas as  a  State.!  Bills  were  passed 
also  for  the  organization  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Colorado,  Dakota  and  Ne- 
vada.y  Two  bills  providing  for  mili- 


*  Snead,  The  Fight  for  Missouri,  p.  66 ;  Carr, 
Missouri,  p.  284. 

t  Shaler,  History  of  Kentucky,  p.  240. 

t  For  text  see  Thorpe,  Federal  and  State  Con- 
stitutions, vol.  ii.,  pp.  1176-1178. 

H  See  ihid,  passim,  under  the  respective  titles. 
See  also  F.  L.  Paxson,  The  Territory  of  Colorado, 
in  American  Historical  Review,  vol.  xii.,  pp.  5S- 
65    (1906). 


A- 


476 


WOKK  OF  COXGKESS;  LINCOLN'S  INAUGUEAL. 


tary  expenses  and  two  bills  arranging 
for  the  collection  of  duties  were  in- 
troduced, but  did  not  reach  the  point 
of  passage.  On  February  27,  by  a 
vote  of  114  to  80,  the  House  had  re- 
fused to  submit  the  Crittenden  com- 
promise to  the  people*  and  the  Sen- 
ate by  a  vote  of  20  to  19  had  rejected 
certain  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, one  of  which,  however,  special 
efforts  were  exerted  to  save,  and  it 
was  debated  for  several  days  longer. 
When  the  committee  of  33  had  re- 
ported on  January  14,  1861,  several 
propositions  were  introduced,  but 
nothing  definite  was  done  regarding 
them.  Accordingly,  on  February  27, 
Corwin,  of  Ohio,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, offered  an  amendment  to  one 
of  the  propositions  reported  by  the 
comuaittee,  which  in  substance  de- 
clared that  any  constitutional  interfer- 
ence with  slaveholding  must  originate 
with  the  slave  States  and  have  the 
unanimous  assent  of  all  the  States  to 
become  valid-t  The  resolution  passed 
the  House  on  February  28  by  a  vote 
of  133  to  65,  the  conservative  Repre- 
sentatives voting  with  the  Democrats, 
and  the  proposed  amendment  was 
then  sent  to  the  Senate,  where,  on 
March  2,  it  was  passed  by  a  vote  of 
24  to  12.  t     The  amendment  was  rati- 


*  Congressional  Globe,  36th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, p.  1261. 

tThe  text  is  in  United  States  Statutes-at-Large, 
vol.  xii.,  p.  251;  Congressional  Globe,  p.  1285;  Von 
Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political  History,  vol. 
vii.,  p.  418  et  seq. 

X  Congressional  Globe,  p.  1403.  See  also  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  p.  235; 
Rhodes,   United  States,   vol.   iii.,   p.   313. 


fied  by  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Maryland, 
but  failed  to  receive  the  assent  of  the 
required  number  of  States.  On  March 
4  Congress  adjourned,  and  on  the 
same  day  Lincoln  was  inaugurated. 

The  inaugural  address  had  been 
carefully  prepared  at  Springfield. 
Lincoln  had  submitted  it  to  friends 
for  appx'oval  and  advice,  and  from 
Seward  especially  he  received  many 
suggestions,  some  of  which  were 
adopted.*  Among  other  things  he 
said: 

"  I  take  the  official  oath  to-day  with  no  mental 
reservations,  and  with  no  purpose  to  construe 
the  Constitution  or  laws  by  any  hypercritical 
rules,  and  while  I  do  not  choose  now  to  specify 
particular  acts  of  Congress  as  proper  to  be  en- 
forced, I  do  suggest  that  it  will  be  much  safer 
for  all,  both  in  official  and  private  stations,  to 
conform  to  and  abide  by  all  those  acts  which 
stand  unrepealed,  than  to  violate  any  of  them, 
trusting  to  find  impunity  in  having  them  bild 
to  be  unconstitutional.  •  •  *  ^  disruption 
of  the  federal  Union,  heretofore  only  menaced,  is 
now  formidably  attempted.  I  hold  that  in  the 
contemplation  of  universal  law  and  of  the  Con- 
stitution the  union  of  these  states  is  perpetual. 
Perpetuity  is  implied,  if  not  expressed,  in  the 
fundamental  law  of  all  national  governments. 
*  *  *  It  follows  from  these  views  that  no  state, 
upon  its  own  mere  motion,  can  lawfully  get  out 
of  the  Union;  that  resolves  and  ordinances  to 
that  effect  are  legally  void,  and  that  acts  of  vio- 
lence within  any  state  or  states  against  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  are  insurrection- 
ary, or  revolutionary,  according  to  circumstances. 
I  therefore  consider  that,  in  view  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  the  Union  is  unbroken, 
and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability  I  shall  take  care, 
as  the  Constitution  itself  expressly  enjoins  upon 
me,  that  the  laws  of  the  Union  shall  be  faith- 
fully executed  in  all  the  states.  ♦  •  •  j  trust 
this  will  not  be  regarded  as  a  menace,  but  only 
as  the  declared  purpose  of  the  Union,  that  it  will 
constitutionally  defend  and  maintain  itself.  In 
doing  this  there  need  be  no  bloodshed  or  violence, 
and  there  shall  be  none  unless  it  is  forced  upon 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  vol.  iii.,  p.  317. 
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the  national  autliority.  The  power  confided  to 
nie  imll  be  used  to  hold,  occupy  and  possess  the 
property  and  places  belonging  to  the  government, 
and  collect  the  duties  and  imposts;  but  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  these  objects  there  will 
be  no  invasion,  no  using  of  force  against  or 
among  the  people  anywhere.     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

"  If  it  were  admitted  that  you  who  are  dis- 
satisfied hold  the  right  side  in  the  dispute,  there 
is  still  no  single  reason  for  precipitate  action.  In- 
telligence, patriotism,  Christianity,  and  a  firm  re- 
liance on  Him  who  has  never  yet  forsaken  this 
favored  land,  are  still  competent  to  adjust,  in 
the  best  way,  all  our  present  didiculties.  In  your 
hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-countrymen,  and  not 
in  mine,  is  the  momentous  issue  of  civil  war. 
The  government  will  not  assail  you.  You  can 
have  no  conflict  without  being  yourselves  the  ag- 
gressors. You  have  no  oath  registered  in  Heaven 
to  destroy  the  government;  while  I  shall  have 
the  most  solemn  one  to  '  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend '  it.  I  am  loath  to  close.  We  are  not 
enemies,  but  friends.  We  must  not  be  enemies. 
Though  passion  may  have  strained,  it  must  not 
break  our  bonds  of  affection.  The  mystic  cords 
of  memory,  stretching  from  eveiy  battle-field  and 
patriot-grave  to  every  living  heart  and  hearth- 
stone all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell  the 
chorus  of  the  Union,  when  again  touched,  as 
surely  they  will  be,  by  the  better  angels  of  our 
nature."  * 

Having  delivered  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress, the  oath  of  office  was  adminis- 
tered to  Lincoln  by  Chief  Justice 
Taney.  The  day  after  the  inaugura- 
tion Lincoln  announced  his  Cabinet 
nominations — -William  H.  Seward,  of 
New  York,  Secretary  of  State;  Sal- 
mon P.  Chase,  of  Ohio,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury;  Simon  Cameron,  of 
Pennsylvania,  Secretary  of  War; 
Gideon  Welles,  of  Connecticut,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy;  Caleb  B.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  Secretary  of  the  Interior; 
Montgomery     Blair,     of     Maryland, 


Postmaster  General;  Edward  Bates, 
of  Missouri,  Attorney-GeneraL* 

Meanwhile  the  Confederate  Execu- 
tive and  Congress  were  diligently  at 
work  at  Montgomery.  P.  T.  G.  Beau- 
regard was  appointed  brigadier-gen- 
eral in  the  Confederate  States  army 
and  sent  to  Charleston  to  take  com- 
mand of  military  operations  at  that 
place.  On  the  very  day  that  Lincoln 
was  inaugurated,  the  Confederate 
flag  was  hoisted  over  the  capitol  at 
Montgomery,  and  two  days  later  it 
was  displayed  over  the  Charleston 
custom  house.  Before  the  Confeder- 
ate Provisional  Congress  adjourned 
(March  16),  it  authorized  the  raising 
of  a  military  force  of  100,000  volun- 
teers to  serve  for  twelve  months,  and 
the  issue  of  $1,000,000  in  treasury 
notes,  redeemable  after  one  year  and 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  one  cent 
per  day  per  $100.  Acts  were  passed 
organizing  a  navy  and  a  post  office 
department,  and  establishing  judi- 
ciary courts,  money  being  appropri- 
ated to  support  them.  Three  com- 
missioners, with  W.  L.  Yancey  at  their 
head,  were  sent  to  Europe  to  secure 
recognition  for  the  new  government 
and  to  make  treaties  of  amity  and 
commerce,  etc.  At  this  session  also 
the  permanent  constitution  for  the 
Confederate  States  was  adopted  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  seven 
States  represented,  and  was  promptly 


*  For  the  complete  text  see  Richardson,  Mes- 
sages and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  5-12;  Nieolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  327-34i. 


*  For  the  debate  on  the  confirmation  of  these 
nominations  see,  Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.  iii.,  pp.  345-374;  Rhodes,  United  atates, 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  319-320. 
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ratified  by  the  respective  State  con- 
ventions.* 

When  Lincoln  was  inaugurated  lie 
had  two  distinct  purposes  in  mind- — 
to  hold  Forts  Sumter  and  Pickens, 
and  to  retain  the  border  slave  States 
and  North  Carolina,  Arkansas,  and 
Tennessee  in  the  Union.  Upon  enter- 
ing- his  office  on  the  morning  of  March 
5,  Lincoln  found  a  letter  from  Holt 
stating  that  Fort  Sumter  must  be 
strongly  reinforced  within  a  short 
time  or  abandoned.  Major  Anderson 
had  reported  that  his  provisions  would 
last  only  a  few  weeks  longer,  and 
that  to  hold  the  fort  would  require  an 
army  of  20,000  well-disciplined  men,t 
since  the  South  Carolinians  had  been 
steadily  at  work  erecting  batteries 
and  strengthening  the  forts  in  Charles- 
ton harbor.  Deeming  that  evacuation 
was  all  but  unavoidable,  a  Cabinet 
meeting  was  held  on  March  9  to  dis- 
cuss the  situation.  Scott  believed  that 
Anderson  should  be  instructed  to 
evacuate  Sumter,  J  but  Captain  Gus- 
tavus  y.  Fox  proposed  a  plan  of  rein- 
forcement which  seemed  practicable 
to  the  majority  of  the  Cabinet. ||  On 
March  15,  therefore,  Lincoln  asked  the 
Cabinet  members  whether,  assuming 
it  possible  to  provision  Fort  Sumter, 
it  would  be  expedient  to  attempt  it 
under  the  circumstances.     Chase  and 


*  DuBose,  Life  and  Times  of  W.  L.  Yancey,  pp. 
588,  594,  600,  604;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol. 
iii.,   pp.    320-324. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  197 ;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.   iii.,  pp.  376-377. 

t  Nicolay  ami  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  379-382. 

II  Official  Records,  vol.  i..  pp.  203-204. 


Blair  answered  in  the  affirmative,  but 
Seward,  Welles,  Cameron,  Smith  and 
Bates  were  opposed  to  the  mea.sure.* 
Against  the  voice  of  so  decided  a  ma- 
jority Lincoln  held  his  decision  in 
abeyance,  but  he  did  not  entirely 
abandon  the  proposed  expedition  and, 
hoping  to  gain  more  light,  sent  Fox 
to  Charleston  to  consult  Anderson,  f 
Fox  reported  that  Anderson  could  not 
hold  out  beyond  April  15,  unless  sup- 
plies were  furnished,  and  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  it  was  feasible  to 
send  supplies  by  sea.  Anderson,  how- 
ever, had  expressed  the  belief  that  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  for  any 
vessel  to  unload  at  Fort  Sumter,  be- 
cause she  would  be  directly  under  the 
fire  of  the  13  guns  in  Fort  Moultrie.  J 
Meanwhile  two  of  the  Confederate 
commissioners  (Forsyth  and  Craw- 
ford) arrived  at  Washington  and,  act- 
ing upon  Seward's  anxiety  for  delay 
and  for  peace,  drew  up  an  ingenious 
plan  wherel)y  they  hoped  to  force  the 
Administration  to  accept  or  reject 
their  mission,  their  ulterior  purjDose 
being  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis  un- 
less Seward  would  consent  to  main- 
tain the  military  status.  Accordingly 
they  drew  up  a  memorandum  which 
they  proposed  to  ask  Seward  to  sign, 
and  sent  it  to  him  with  the  request  for 
an  informal  interview.  This  he  de- 
clined to  grant,  whereupon  he  was 
formally  requested  by  Forsyth  and 
Crawford  to  receive  them  as  delegates 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
385-388. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  208-209. 
tibid,  vol.  i.,  p.  211. 
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from  "  an  independent  nation  de  facto 
and  de  jure.''^  Seward  did  not  reply 
in  the  form  of  a  letter,  but  placed  a 
memorandum  in  the  files  of  the  State 
Department  in  which  he  declined 
official  intercourse  with  them.* 

Judg-e  Campbell,  of  Alabama,  and 
Judge  Nelson,  of  New  York,  next 
attempted  to  adjus.t  matters.  On 
March  l-S  Nelson  called  on  Seward, 
Chase,  and  Bates  and  presented  his 
ideas  regarding  the  outcome  of  an  at- 
tempt to  coerce  the  South.  After 
listening  to  him  with  warm  interest, 
Seward  confided  to  him  his  own  em- 
barrassment at  the  request  for  recog- 
nition of  the  Confederate  commis- 
sioners. Judge  Campbell  also  called 
on  Seward  as  a  voluntary  intermedi- 
ary between  the  commissioners  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  in  ths  hope 
that  he  might  obtain  a  written  reply 
to-  the  letter  of  the  comiuissioners,  but 
in  this  he  was  unsuccessful.  On  the 
same  day  (March  15)  Campbell  talked 
with  one  of  the  commissioners,  Craw- 
ford, and  assured  him  that  the  evacu- 
ation of  Fort  Sumter  was-  inevitable 
and  that  the  military  status  must  re- 
main unchanged.  He  also  assured 
Crawford  that  any  immediate"  demand 
for  an  answer  to  the  communication 
of  the  commissioners  would  be  inop- 
portune and"  productive  of  evil,  and 
earnestly  besought  the  commissioners 
to  wait  ten  daj's  for  a  reply  before 

•  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  i.,  Docs.,  pp.  42- 
44:  Crawford,  Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  325; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
3nS-404;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  328- 
329. 


proceeding.*  Judge  Campbell  had 
stated  that  Fort  Sumter  would  prob- 
ably be  evacuated  within  five  days, 
but  the  five  days  passed  by  and  no 
order  with  this  object  in  view  had 
been  sent  to  Anderson. 

On  March  29  a  formal  Cabinet  meet- 
ing took  place,  at  which  Lincoln  again 
asked  his  advisers  their  opinion  about 
Fort  Sumter.  Seward  and  Smith 
still  favored  abandoning  the  fort; 
Chase,  Welles  and  Blair  favored  the 
relief  expedition;  while  Bates  was 
non-committal. t  Accordingly,  at  the 
close  of  the  Cabinet  meeting,  the  Pres- 
ident directed  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  prepare  an  expedition  to  move  by 
sea,  wliich  should  be  ready  to  sail  as 
early  as  April  6.1  This,  however,  did 
not  indicate  that  Lincoln  had  decided 
to  send  supplies  to  Sumter,  but  merely 
that  the  expedition  was  to  be  * '  used 
or  not,  according  to  circumstances. "|| 
On  April  1  Seward  informed  Camp- 
bell that  the  President  had  no  inten- 
tion of  supplying  Fort  Sumter  with- 
out previously  giving  notice  to  Gov- 
ernor Pickens. §  On  April  4,  howevery 
the  President  decided  to  send  an  ex- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp- 
404-407 ;  Rliodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  330- 
331. 

t  Tlieir  opinions  will  be  found  in  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  430-432. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  226;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  vol.  iii.,  p.  433. 

II  See  Lincoln's  message  to  Congress,  July  4, 
1861,  in  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol- 
vi.,  p.  22. 

§  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  336-337? 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
410-412;  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confeder- 
ate Government,  vol.  i.,  p.  273. 
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pedition  to  Fort  Sumter,  and  as  ru- 
mors of  his  intention  came  to  the  ears 
of  Campbell,  the'  latter  asked  Seward 
by  letter  on,  April  7  whether  or  not 
they  were  true.  Seward  advised 
Campbell  to  wait  and  ^ee.  On  April  6 
Lincoln  had  sent  a  formal  notification 
to  Pickens  that  the  governor  must  ex- 
pect an  attempt  to  supply  Fort  Sum- 
ter with  provisions  only,  and  that  if 
the  attempt  were  not  resisted  no  effort 
Avould  be  made  to  stock  the  fort  with 
men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  without 
further  notice  or  in  the  case  of  an 
attack  upon  the  fort.*  Seward's  as- 
sertions to  Campbell  had  not  deceived 
the  officials  of  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment. On  April  2  Secretary  Walker 
wrote  that  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment placed  no  reliance  on  the  assur- 
ances from  the  Government  at  "Wash- 
ington nor  entertained  any  confidence 
in  the  disposition  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  concede  any  point  to  which 
it  was  not  driven  by  absolute  neces- 
sity. Neither  did  the  commissioners 
themselves  pin  their  faith  to  reliance 
on  Seward's  assertions,  but,  being 
aware  that  there  was  a  decided  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  the  Cabinet,  decided 
to  follow  the  secret  instructions  re- 
ceived by  them  from  Montgomery  — 
"  to  play  with  Seward,  to  delay  and 
gain  time  until  the  South  was  ready." 
On  March  31  the  President  deter- 
mined to  send  an  expedition  from 
New  York  to  reinforce  Fort  Pickens, 


upon   a  plan   submitted  by   Captain 
Montgomery  C.  Meigs.     Captain  Fox 
was  busy  preparing  the  Sumter  expe- 
dition, and  while  Lincoln  had  virtually 
decided  to  send  it,  still,  as  it  could  not 
be  ready  till  April  6,  he  reserved  in 
his    mind   the    privilege   of   counter- 
manding it  or  changing  its  destination 
should    his    former    order    touching 
Fort  Pickens  be  reconsidered.    How- 
ever, he  was  given  but  little  time  for 
consideration,  as,  on  April  7,  General 
Beauregard  stopped  Anderson's  pur- 
chase   of    fresh    provisions    and,    on 
April  9,  took  possession  of  the  mail 
intended    for    Fort     Sumter.*     The 
President's  formal  notification  of  his 
decision  to  send  supplies  to  Anderson 
was  immediately  telegraphed  by  Beau- 
regard  to   the    Confederate   Govern- 
ment.   Though  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  measures  of  resist- 
ance,  Davis   ordered  Beauregard  to 
demand  the  evacuation  of  the  fort, 
and,  if  it  was  refused,  to  reduce  it.f 
Accordingly,    on    the    afternoon    of 
April  11,  the  demand  was  made,  but 
Anderson,  after  consultation  with  his 
officers,  refused  compliance.!  Another 
formal  request  for  the  surrender  was 
made  at  midnight,  but  again  he  re- 
fused. ||     Anderson  was  then  notified 
that,  within  an  hour,  the  Confederate 
batteries  would  open  fire  on  the  fort, 
and  at  4.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,   p.  201;    Nicolay  and 
Hay,  vol.  iv.,  p.  34. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  287  et  seq. 
t/fcirf,  vol.  i.,  p.  297. 
tibid,  pp.  13,  59. 

II  Ibid.  pp.  14,  60,  301.     See  also  Moore,  Rebel- 
lion Record,  vol.  i.,  Docs.,  p.  171. 
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April  12  the  first  shell  was  fired  from  son,    on    James    Island.     Altogether 

a  mortar.  there  were  about  15  batteries,  monnt- 

Fort  Sumter  was  built  on  an  arti-  ing  a  total  of  30  gims  and  17  mortars, 

ficial  island  about  3  miles  from  Char-  and    manned    and    supported    by    a 

leston,  but  projecting  points  of  the  volunteer  force  of  between  4,000  and 

neighboring  island  inclosed  it  in  a  6,000  men.    Fort  Sumter  was  scarcely 
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triangle.  At  Sullivan's  Island,  about 
1,800  yards  to  the  northeast,  lay  Fort 
Moultrie;  about  1,300  yards  to  the 
south  lay  the  Cummings  Point  bat- 
teries at  Morris  Island,  and  about 
2,500  yards  to  the  west  lay  Fort  John- 


•  Official    Records,    vol.    i.,    p. 
Genesis  of  the  Civil  War,  p.  427. 


60 ;     Crawford, 


completed.  Its  walls,  Avhich  were  of 
brick,  38  feet  high  and  71/0  feet  tluck, 
were  pierced  for  140  guns,  though 
when  the  attack  was  made  only  48 
were  mounted  and  ready  for  use  —  21 
being  in  the  casemates  and  27  on  the 
parapet.  The  garrison  consisted  of 
9  commissioned  officers,  68  non-com- 
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missioned  officers  and  privates,  8 
musicians  and  43  non-combatant  labor- 
ers, a  total  of  128.* 

The  opening  shots  of  the  Confeder- 
ate batteries  were  usually  poorly 
aimed  and  fell  wide  of  the  mark.  As 
the  day  grew  lighter,  however,  the 
gunners  obtained  a  better  range,  and 
hot  shot  began  to  strike  the  walls  and 
shells  from  the  mortars  to  explode 
with  alarming  precision  over  the 
parapet.  This  caused  Anderson  to 
withdraw  his  gunners  from  the  un- 
protected parapet,  thus  abandoning 
27  guns.  At  about  7  o'clock  Captain 
Abner  Doubleday  opened  tire  with 
solid  shot  against  the  battery  at  Cum- 
mings  Point.  Then  commenced  a  duel 
which  lasted  all  day  on  the  part  of 
the  Confederates,  but  by  noon  the 
stock  of  ammunition  in  Sumter  had 
become  so  depleted  that  firing  was 
slackened.  After  o^Dening  fire  on 
Cummings  Point,  Anderson  turned  his 
guns  on  the  enfilade  battery  on  Sulli- 
van's Island  and  next  on  Fort  Moul- 
trie, between  which  latter  point  and 
Fort  Sumter  a  steady  fire  was  main- 
tained throughout  the  dayf  After 
dark  the  fire  from  Fort  Sumter  en- 
tirely ceased  and  that  of  the  Confed- 
erate batteries  slackened,  though  the 
mortars  maintained  a  slow  and  sullen 
bombardment  throughout  the  night  at 
intervals  of  from  10  to  15  minutes. 
Considerable  damage  was  done  to  the 
roof  and  upper  story  of  the  barracks 


and  quarters  in  Fort  -Sumter,  and 
three  times  during  the  day  the  wooden 
buildings  in  the  fort  caught  fire. 
Aside  from  this  the  Confederate  at- 
tack was  ineffective.* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
the  bombardment  was  renewed. 
"  Fort  Sumter  opened  early  and 
spitefully  and  paid  especial  attention 
to  Fort  Moiiltrie  —  almost  every  shot 
grazing  the  crest  of  the  parapet  and 
crushing  through  the  quarters.'  t  On 
their  side  the  besiegers  began  a  hot 
fire  but  seeing  that  they  were  making 
no  headway  in  breaching  the  Avails, 
began  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  use 
of  red  hot  shot. J  At  about  9  o'clock 
the  officers'  quarters  in  Sumter  took 
fire.  The  flames  spread  to  the  bar- 
racks and  by  noon  it  became  necessary 
to  close  the  outer  magazine.  All 
those  employed  at  the  guns  now 
sprang  to  the  task  of  taking  out  pow- 
der. In  this  way  50  barrels  were 
saved  and  distributed  for  use  in  the 
various  casemates.  The  doors  of  the 
magazine  were  shut  and  banked  with 
earth.  Finally,  however,  the  fire 
spread  with  such  swiftness  and  the 
sparks  fell  so  thickly  about  the  res- 
cued powder  that  it  became  necessary 
to  throw  into  the  sea  all  but  5  barrels. 
The  flames  finally  reached  the  maga- 
zine of  grenades  and  explosion  after 
explosion  followed.     The  fire  of  the 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
48-49. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  31. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
50-53;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  352- 
353.  See  also  Foster's  report  in  Official  Records, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  20-21. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  41. 

tibid,  vol.  i.,  p.  22. 
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2.  THE  INTERIOR  OF  FORT  SUMTER.     (From  a  photo  by  H.  P.  Cook.) 
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fort   then  ceased  while   that   of  the 
Confederates  was  redoubled,  and  at 
each     discharge     the     Confederates, 
aroused  to  admiration  at  the  plucky 
conduct     of    the     garrison,    cheered 
Anderson    and    his    men.*     Shortly 
after  noon   the   flagstaff  of  the  fort 
was  shot  away.    Seeing  this,  Senator 
"Wigfall  crossed  the  bay  in  a  small 
l)oat  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  learn  if 
Sumter    had    surrendered.!     Wigfall 
offered  to  allow  Anderson  to  name  his 
own  terms  of  surrender,  which  Ander- 
son did,  accepting  those  proposed  by 
Beauregard  on  the  11th,  namely,  to 
evacuate  the  fort  with  his  command, 
taking  arms  and  all  private  and  com- 
pany property,  and  being  conveyed, 
if  he  desired  it,  to  a  Northern  port.t 
Messengers  then  came  from  Beaure- 
gard, Wigf all's  unauthorized  proceed- 
ings were  ratified,  and  on  Saturday 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  .32. 
t  Doubleday.    Forts    Sumter    and    Moultrie,    pp. 
162-163. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  23. 


evening  the  capitulation  was  definitely 
arranged.  The  next  day,  April  14, 
Anderson  and  his  command  sailed 
northward  on  the  Baltic* 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
56-61;  Nicolay,  The  Outbreak  of  Rebellion,  chaps, 
ii.,   v.;    Battles    and   Leaders,    vol.    i.,    pp.    40-83; 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  353-35.5.     In 
his  report  of  April   18,  Anderson' said:   "Having 
defended  Fort  Sumter  for  thirty-four  hours  until 
tlie  quarters  were  entirely  burned,  the  main  gates 
destroyed   by    fire,    the   gorge    walls   seriously    in- 
jured,  tlie   magazines   surrounded   by   llaracs,   and 
its  doors  closed  from  tlie  effects  of  tlie  heat,  fimr 
barrels  and  three  cartridges  of  powder  only  being 
available  and  no  provisions  but  pork  remaining, 
I    accepted    the    terms    of   evacuation    offered    by 
General    Beauregard,   being   the   same   offered   by 
him  on  the  11th  inst.  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  and  marclied  out  of  the  fort  Sun- 
day afternoon,  the   14th   inst.,  with  colors  flying 
and   drums  beating,  bringing   away   company   and 
private  property  and  saluting  my  flag  with  fifty 
guns." — Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.   12.     See  also 
T.  M.  Anderson,   The  Political  Conspiracies  Pre- 
ceding   the    Rebellion,    or,    Tlie    True    Stories    of 
Sumter  and  Pickens  (1882)  ;  S.  W.  Crawford,  The 
Story    of    Fort    Sumter;    E.    A.    Lawton,    Major 
Robert     Anderson     and     Fort     Sumter     (1911); 
George  H.  Gordon,  Major  Anderson  at  Fort  Sum- 
ter  (1912)  ;   Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  i., 
pp.  381-392. 
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1861. 

IHE    CONSTITUTIONAL    ASPECTS     OF    SECESSION.* 

The  pros,  and  cons,  of  secession  as  a  legal  and  a  sovereign  right  —  Status  of  the  States  before  and  after  Con- 
federation—  Their  status  under  the  Constitution  —  The  indivisibility  of  sovereignty  —  Nullification  vs. 
interposition  in  the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  Resolutions  —  Secession  as  a  constitutional  right  —  The  Presi- 
dent's power  to  check  secession  —  Lincoln's  view  of  the  matter  —  What  the  Civil  War  established. 


THE  doctrine  of  secession  was  de- 
fended prior  to  the  Civil  War 
as  both  a  legal  and  sovereign 
right. t  In  support  of  the  legal  right 
of  secession  were  cited  the  provisions 
of  the  Tenth  Amendment  declaring 
that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
Ignited  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re- 
served to  the  States  respectively  or  to 
the  people.  From  this  the  conclusion 
was  drawn  that,  since  no  jiower  had 
been  conferred  upon  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  forbid  secession  and  no 
prohibition  had  been  imposed  ujion 
the  right  of  the  States  to  secede,  the 
right  of  withdrawal  remained  as  a  re- 
served power.  But  the  answer  made 
to  this  argument  was  that  the  whole 
history  of  the  adoption  of  the  Tenth 
Amendment  clearly  showed  that  its 
authors  had  in  mind  a  reservation  to 
the  States  of  the  right  of  local  govern- 
ment, and  not  the  right  of  secession. 


*  Prepared  for  this  History  by  .James  Wilford 
Garner.  Professor  of  Political  Science.  University 
of  Illinois. 

t  Burgess,  The  Civil  War  and  the  Constitution, 
vol.  i.,  p.  75. 


The  theory  on  wliich  secession  was 
defended  as  a  sovereign  right  was 
that  the  Union  was  a  confederation  of 
independent  and  sovereign  States 
united  by  articles  of  agreement  re- 
sembling an  international  compact  or 
convention.    Each  member  of  the  con- 


federation, 


being 


a    sovereignty    in 


itself,  was  not  legally  bound  by  the 
articles  of  union  and  was  at  liberty 
to  withdraw  at  will.  In  becoming  a 
party  to  the  compact  each  State  had 
voluntarily  delegated  certain  powers 
to  the  Federal  Government  and  had 
retained  the  right  to  resume  the  pow- 
ers thus  granted  whenever  it  saw  fit, 
several  of  them  (notably  Virginia, 
New  York  and  Rhode  Island)  having 
made  express  reservations  of  this 
kind  in  their  acts  of  ratification. 

To  ascertain  whether  the  right  of 
secession  was  constitutionally  justi- 
fied, it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  the  Federal  Union  and,  par- 
ticularly, into  the  relations  subsisting 
between  it  and  the  several  States 
composing  it.  The  exponents  of  the 
right  of  secession  maintained,  in  the 
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tirst  place,  that  the  Union  (as  has  been 
said)  was  the  creation  of  the  sevei'al 
States  acting  as  independent  sover- 
eignties and  that  the  Constitution  was 
an  international  compact  rather  than 
the  organic  law  of  a  National  State. 
If  the  correctness  of  this  view  of  the 
nature  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union  be  conceded,  the  right  of  seces- 
sion followed  as  a  logical  necessity. 
Secondly,  it  was  argued  that,  even  if 
it  he  granted  that  the  States  were  in- 
dependent sovereignties  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
they  surrendered  their  sovereignty 
when  they  entered  the  Union,  and 
with  it  the  right  of  withdrawal  there- 
from. In  other  words,  while  the 
States  may  have  been  sovereign  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, they  did  not  remain  so  there- 
after. In  the  third  place,  the  view 
was  propounded  that  the  constituent 
members  of  the  Union  were  never 
separately  sovereign  —  at  least  not  in 
1789,  when  they  created  the  Union. 

This  view  has  the  support  of  such 
distinguished  constitutional  writers 
as  Story,  Pomeroy,  Von  Hoist,  and 
Burgess.  They  all  maintain,  to  start 
with,  that  the  dependence  ui^on  Eng- 
land was  thrown  off  by  the  united 
action  of  the  colonies  and  that  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  a 
result  of  their  joint  action,  not  of  the 
States  acting  separately  and  inde- 
pendently. The  Declaration  itself 
avows  that  it  was  made  by  the  "  Eep- 
resentatives  of  the  United  States," 
that  is,  of  the  States  in  their  joint  and 


united  capacity.*  The  colonies  did 
not,  says  Judge  Story,  act  severally 
for  themselves  and  proclaim  their 
own  independence;  the  declaration 
was  the  united  act  of  all  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  whole  —  a  National  act  by  the 
sovereign  and  paramount  authority 
of  the  people  at  large.  The  people 
therefore  were  a  nation  before  the 
Confederation  of  1781  was  formed; 
and,  unless  the  establishment  of  the 
Confederation  destroyed  their  Na- 
tional character,  the  States  were 
never  sovereign.  Pomeroy  expressed 
the  view  enunciated  by  Judge  Story. 
From  the  first  moment  of  independ- 
ence, he  says,  the  colonies  acted  as  a 
unit.  The  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  not  the  result  of  the  colonies 
acting  separately,  but  of  all  acting 
together  through  their  representa- 
tives in  Congress.t  There  was  never, 
says  he,  a  moment's  interval  when  the 
several  States  were  each  independent 
and  sovereign.  As  colonies  they 
unitedly  resisted  Great  Britain,  re- 
volted, and  declared  their  independ- 
ence, after  which  they  ceased  to  be  thir- 
teen communities,  but  were  a  political 
unit — a  Nation,  possessing  the  highest 
attributes  of  sovereignty.!  From  the 
moment  of  the  meeting  of  the  first 
Continental  Congress,  says  Burgess, 
there  was  something  more  on  this  side 
of  the  Atlantic  than  thirteen  local 
governments.  There  was  a  sover- 
eignty—  a  State  —  not  an  idea  simply 


*  story,  Co7nmentarie.s,  vol.  i.,  sec.  210. 
t  Pomeroy.  Constitutional  Law,  sec.  52. 
t  Ibid,  sec.  54. 
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or  a  tiling  on  paper,  .but  an  organiza- 
tion in  fact.*  This  was  also  the  view 
of  Lincoln,  who  went  even  further  and 
declared  that  the  Union  was  older 
than  any  of  the  States  and  that  it  in 
fact  created  them.  Originally,  he 
said,  some  colonies  made  the  Union, 
and  it,  in  turn,  threw  off  their  old 
dependence  upon  the  Mother  Country 
for  them  and  made  them  States  such 
as  they  are. 

Down  to  the  time  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  says  Von  Hoist,  the 
individual  colonies  considered  them- 
selves as  legally  dependent  upon  Eng- 
land and  did  not  take  a  single  step 
which  could  have  placed  them  before 
the  Mother  Country  or  the  world  in 
the  light  of  sovereign  States.  They 
remained  colonies  until  the  "  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,"  in 
the  name  of  the  good  people  of  the 
colonies,  solemnly  declared  these 
"United  Colonies"  to  be  free  and 
independent  States  —  not  independent 
of  each  other,  but  independent,  in  their 
united  capacity,  of  Great  Britain. 
The  separation  from  England  was  the 
joint  act  of  one  people,  and  the  Decla- 
ration was  the  act  of  one  people.  The 
doctrine  of  Calhoun  and  others  that 
the  separation  from  England  ren- 
dered the  colonies  completely  inde- 
pendent of  one  another  because  they 
were  not  dependent  upon  the  Mother 
Country  as  colonies  was  a  logical 
abstraction,  says  Von  Hoist,  f     As  a 


*  Burgess,  Political  Science  and  Constitutional 
Law,  vol.  i.,  p.  100. 

t  Constitutional  History  of  the  United  States, 
vol.  i.,  p.  6. 


matter  of  fact,  after  the  proclamation 
of  independence,  the  States  did  not 
take  the  initiative  in  setting  up  gov- 
ernments of  their  own  until  Congress 
had  so  recommended,  thus  indicating 
that  the  Union  already  existed.  Pat- 
rick Henry  even  went  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  separation  from  England  had 
destroyed  the  landmarks  and  bound- 
aries of  the  several  colonies,  and  with 
it  the  distinction  between  Pennsyl- 
vanians,  New  Yorkers,  and  New  Eng- 
landers.  ' '  I  am  no  longer  a  Vir- 
ginian," he  said,  "but  an  American 
- — -all  distinctions  are  thrown  down, 
all  America  is  thrown  into  one 
mass."* 

But  granting  the  correctness  of  the 
view  that  the  States  constituted  a 
single  political  unity  after  the  separa- 
tion from  England,  did  they  remain 
such  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Confederation  in  1781  and  were  they 
such  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution?  Article  II.  of  the  Con- 
federation expressly  declared  that 
"  each  state  retains  its  sovereignty, 
freedom  and  independence  and  every 
power,  jurisdiction  and  right  which  is 
not  by  this  confederation  expressly 
delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled."  Article  III.  left 
no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  Union  in 
1781  by  declaring  it  to  be  a  "  firm 
league  of  friendship  among  the 
states  "  for  purposes  of  common  de- 
fence, the  security  of  their  liberties 
and  the  general  welfare.  Though  the 
States  may  not  have  been  non-sover- 


•  Wirt,  Life  of  Patrick  Henry,  pp.  124-125. 
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eign  prior  to  this  act,  it  is  beyond 
dispute  that  they  were  sovereign 
after  it. 

Those  who  maintain  that  the  States 
became  united  in  1775-1776  and 
thereby  lost  their  separate  and  indi- 
vidual sovereignty,  have  found  diffi- 
culty in  explaining  the  status  of  the 
States  during  the  period  of  the  Con- 
federation (1781-1789).  The  expla- 
nation commonly  given  is  that  the  in- 
dividual sovereignty  which  they  un- 
doubtedly enjoyed  during  this  period 
was  not  legitimate,  but  usurped,  and 
that  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
federation, nationally  speaking,  was  a 
step  backward  —  a  view  far  from  sat- 
isfactory, because  it  is  virtually  beg- 
ging the  question.*  Regarding  the 
general  proposition  that  the  effect  of 
the  separation  from  Great  Britain 
was  to  merge  the  thirteen  colonies  into 
a  single  sovereignty,  we  may  observe 
that,  however  it  may  accord  with 
sound  public  policy,  such  a  view  is 
wholly  at  variance  with  the  natural 
interpretation  of  the  facts  as  well  as 
with  contemporary  opinion.  Mere 
concert  of  action  among  a  number  of 
revolted  colonies  in  the  prosecution 
of  a  foreign  war  is  not  sufficient  in 
itself  to  constitute  a  State  out  of  the 
colonies  so  acting  together.!     In  the 


*  John  Quincy  Adams  asked,  "  Where  did  each 
state  get  the  sovereignty  which  the  Articles  of 
the  Confederation  declared  that  they  retained? 
Not  from  the  people  of  the  whole  union  or  the 
people  of  tlie  states."  He  concluded  therefore 
that  there  was  no  authority  for  such  a  declara- 
tion. 

t  Cf.  Willoughby,  The  American  Constitutional 
System,  p.  17. 


absence  of  formal  constitutional  ar- 
rangements providing  for  their  con- 
solidation, they  remain,  constitution- 
ally speaking,  disunited,  and  this,  we 
believe,  was  the  true  status  of  the 
American  States  after  1776.  This 
was  the  view  almost  universally  en- 
tertained in  America  at  the  time.  It 
was  the  view  also  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  was  conceded  by  Madison, 
Hamilton,  Webster,  and  other  op-, 
ponents  of  secession.*  But,  even 
though  the  States  were  individually 
sovereign  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  does  it  necessarily 
follow  that  the  Union  was  merely  a 
confederation,  the  Constitution  a 
mere  compact,  and  secession  a  logical 
constitutional  right  I  Does  it  follow 
that  because  the  political  machinery 
and  organs  of  the  States  were  em- 
ployed in  ratifjdng  the  Constitution, 
it  was  any  the  less  the  act  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States?  It  was 
doubtless  out  of  considerations  of 
convenience  that  the  Constitution  was 
referred  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
States  and  by  them  submitted  to  rati- 
fying conventions,  instead  of  being 
submitted  directly  to  the  voters  them- 
selves. Although  the  majority  of 
thinking  men  of  the  time  probably  re- 


*  The  Supreme  Court  expressed  the  opinion  in 
Mcllvaine  vs.  Coxe  (2  Pet.  86)  that  in  October 
of  1776  New  Jersey  was  a  completely  sovereign 
State.  See  also  Ware  and  Hylton  (3  Ball.  199) 
and  Gibbons  vs.  Ogden  (9  Wheat.)  where  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  said  that  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Union  the  States  were  completely 
sovereign  and  independent  and  were  connected 
with  each  other  by  a  league.  Compare,  too,  Cur- 
tis, History  of  tlie  Constitution,  vol.   i.,  p.   142. 
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p:arded  the  Constitution  as  a  compact 
l)etween  the  States,  they  nevertheless 
believed  at  the  same  time  that  they 
were  creating  something  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  league  under  which  they 
were  then  living  and  from  the  intoler- 
able e\dls  from  which  they  were  seek- 
ing to  escape.*  They  believed  that 
they  were  creating  a  National  St^te 
under  which  no  right  of  nullification 
or  secession  was  reserved  to  the  con- 
stituent political  units  of  which  it  was 
comprised.f  They  neither  believed 
that  the  new  state  which  they  were 
creating  was  completely  sovereign  or 
that  the  component  members  were 
fully  sovereign.  With  the  imperfect 
notions  then  prevalent  in  regard  to 
the  nature  of  sovereignty,  they  be- 
lieved that  sovereignty  was  capable 
of  division  and  that,  in  fact,  it  was  di- 
vided between  the  States  on  the  one 
hand  and  Ihe  Union  on  the  other.  In 
short,  both  were  partly  sovereign  and 
partly  non-sovereign,  so  that  while  a 
legally  indissoluble  Union  was  being 
created,  the  entire  sovereignty  of  the 
States  was  not  being  sacrificed.  We 
know  now  that  sovereignty  is  a  unit 
and  cannot  be  divided,  and  that  the 
founders  of  the  Republic  had  deceived 
themselves  in  believing  that  they  had 


*  A.  H.  Stephens,  however,  expresses  a  con- 
trary opinion.  There  was  nothing  in  tlie  proceed- 
ings of  tlie  convention  or  upon  the  face  of  the 
Constitution,  he  says,  {War  Between  the  States, 
vol.  i.,  p.  14.)  which  shows  either  expressly  or 
by  implication  that  any  change  in  tlie  character 
of  the  existing  union  was  intended  or,  in  fact, 
effected. 

t  Willoughby,  The  American  Constitutional 
System,  p.  23. 


constructed  a  system  in  which  there 
was  such  a  division.  When  this  fact 
became  clear,  the  advocates  of  seces- 
sion were  compelled  to  reject  the 
theory  of  a  divided  sovereignty  and 
take  the  position  that  sovereignty  in 
the  Federal  system  remained  in  the 
States,  and  with  it  consequently  the 
right  to  withdraw  from  the  Union. 
Tins  view  was  enunciated  by  Tucker 
in  his  edition  of  Blackstone  published 
in  1803,  where  he  declared  that  each 
component  member  of  the  Union  was 
still  a  perfect  State,  still  sovereign, 
still  independent,  and  still  capable 
of  resuming,  when  necessary,  the 
exercise  of  its  functions,  as  such,  in 
the  most  unlimited  extent.  Tw^enty 
years  later  the  same  view  was  ad- 
vanced by  Judge  Bawle  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  his  work  on  the  Constitution, 
where  he  declared  that  "  The  states 
may  wholly  withdraw  from  the  Union, 
but  while  they  continue  they  must  re- 
tain the  character  of  representative 
republics."  This  doctrine  was  fur- 
ther elaborated  by  Calhoun  in  his 
Fort  Hill  address  of  1831,  in  which 
he  said: 

"  The  great  and  leading  principle  is  that  the 
general  government  emanated  from  the  people 
of  the  several  states,  forming  distinct  political 
communities,  and  acting  in  their  several  and 
sovereign  capacity,  and  not  from  all  of  the  people 
forming  one  aggregate  political  community;  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  in  fact  a 
compact,  to  which  each  state  is  a  party,  in  the 
character  already  descrihed;  and  that  the  several 
states,  or  parties,  have  a  right  to  judge  of  its 
infractions,  and  in  case  of  a  deliberate,  palpable 
and  dangerous  exercise  of  power  not  delegated, 
they  have  the  right  in  the  last  resort,  to  use  the 
language  of  the  Virginia  Resolutions,  '  to  inter- 
pose  for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and 
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for  maintaining  within  tbeir  respective  limitg, 
the  authorities,  riglits  and  liberties  appertaining 
to  them.'" 

In  the  Kentucky  Resolutions  of 
1798  and  1799  it  was  asserted  that, 
whenever  the  general  Goveriunent  as- 
sumes undelegated  powers,  its  acts 
are  unauthoritative,  void  and  of  no 
force  ;  that  the  Government  created  by 
the  Constitution  was  a  compact;  and 
that  it  was  not  the  exclusive  or  final 
judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers 
delegated  to  it,  but  that  the  power 
belonged  to  the  parties  (the  States)  to 
judge  for  themselves  as  well  of  the 
infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  meas- 
ure of  redress.  This  was  not,  how- 
ever, an  assertion  of  the  right  of  seces- 
sion, but  of  nullification  —  that  is,  the 
right  of  a  State  to  remain  in  the 
Union  and  refuse  to  be  bound  by  an 
act  of  the  National  Government  when- 
ever in  the  judgment  of  the  aggrieved 
State  such  an  act  was  not  warranted 
by  the  Constitution.  The  Virginia 
Resolutions  of  1799  went  further  and 
asserted  it  to  be  the  right  and  duty 
of  the  States  in  case  of  deliberate, 
palpable  and  dangerous  exercise  of 
powers  not  granted  to  the  Federal 
Government  to  interpose  for  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evil. 

The  "  right  of  interposition  "  thus 
asserted,  said  Calhoun  in  his  South 
Carolina  Exposition,  "  call  it  what  you 
will  —  state  right,  veto,  nullification 
or  any  other  name,  was  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  system  resting 
upon  facts  historically  as  certain  as 
our  revolution  itself  and  deductions 


as  simple  and  as  demonstrative  as 
that  of  any  political  or  moral  truth 
whatever."  As  a  practical  remedy, 
however,  Calhoun  did  not  approve  of 
nullification.  He  planted  himself 
squarely  on  the  doctrine  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  States  and  advocated 
withdrawal  from  the  Union,  whenever 
their  grievances  could  not  be  other- 
wise redressed.* 

The  constitutional  right  of  seces- 
sion was  first  publicly  and  emphatic- 
ally asserted  in  Congress  by  Josiah 
(j>uincy,  of  Massachusetts,  in  1811,  in 
the  course  of  a  debate  on  the  proposed 
admission  of  Louisiana  to  the  Union. 
"It  is  my  delibej-ate  opinion,"  he 
said,  "  that  if  this  bill  passes,  the 
bonds  of  the  Union  are  virtually  dis- 
solved ;  that  the  states  which  compose 
it  are  free  from  their  moral  obliga- 
tions ;  and  that  as  it  will  be  the  right 
of  all  so  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some, 
to  prepare  definitely  for  a  separation, 
amicably  if  they  can,  violently  if  they 
must. ' '  At  the  time  of  the  admission 
of  Texas  to  the  Union  threats  of  seces- 
sion were  made  in  New  England,  and 
the  argument  was  again  repeated  that 
the  Constitution  was  made  for  the 
original  States  and  that  the  admission 
of  new  States  against  the  will  of  the 
old  Avould  justify  their  withdrawal. 
Thereafter  the  right  of  secession  was 
rarely  asserted  outside  the  South. 
The  act  of  1850  for  admitting  Cah- 
fornia  -tt-ith  a  constitution  forbidding 
slavery  brought  up  the  question  again. 


*  Cf.  Von  Hoist,   Constitutional  History  of  the 
United  States,  vol.  i.,  p.  475. 
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The  Nashville  Convention  in  June  of 
1850  adopted  a  resohition  declaring 
that  the  slaveholding  States  could  not 
and  would  not  submit  to  the  enact- 
ment by  Congress  of  any  law  impos- 
ing onerous  conditions  or  restraints 
upon  the  right  of  slaveholders  to  take 
their  slaves  into  the  Territories,  and 
at  a  second  meeting  held  in  November 
of  the  same  year,  after  the  admission 
of  California,  it  adopted  a  resolution 
declaring  the  Union  to  be  a  union  of 
equal  and  independent  sovereignties, 
and  that  the  powers  delegated  to  the 
Federal  Government  might  be  re- 
sumed by  the  several  States  when- 
ever it  might  seem  to  them  proper  and 
necessary.  This  right  was  asserted 
by  conventions  in  several  of  the 
Southern  States  in  1850  and  1851,  but 
tlie  attempt  to  carry  it  out  was  not 
made  until  after  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln in  1860. 

The  threatened  secession  of  South 
Carolina  and  other  slave  States  in 
1860  squarely  raised  the  question  of 
whether  a  State  might  legally  secede 
without  resisting  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  whether  there  was 
any  power  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment to  prevent  its  doing  so.  Presi- 
dent Buchanan  sought  the  advice  of 
his  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Black,  who 
replied  that  the  President  might  take 
such  measures  as  he  deemed  neces- 
sary to  protect  the  public  property  of 
the  United  States  in  any  State  which 
might  secede,  and  that  he  might  law- 
fully employ  the  army,  the  navy  and 
the  militia  to  aid  the  civil  officers  of 


tlie  United  States  in  such  States  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws,  provided 
there  were  any  longer  such  officers 
remaining  there.  If,  however,  there 
were  no  Federal  courts  or  marshals  in 
such  States  and  no  officers  could  be 
found  to  take  the  places  of  those  who 
had  resigned  (which  was  then  the  case 
in  South  Carolina),  his  power  was  at 
an  end.  To  send  the  military  forces 
into  such  a  State  to  enforce  the  laws 
would  be  tantamount  to  making  war 
upon  the  State,  a  thing  which  neither 
the  President  nor  Congress  had  any 
constitutional  power  to  do.  With  this 
advice  to  guide  him,  the  President 
sent  his  annual  message  to  Congress 
declaring  that,  while  in  his  opinion  no 
State  had  a  constitutional  right  to 
withdraw  from  the  Union,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  no  law- 
ful right  to  prevent  it  from  doing  so. 
No  such  prerogative  had  been  confer- 
red upon  either  the  President  or  Con- 
gress, whose  powers  were  specifically 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution;  and 
the  power  to  prevent  the  -w-ithdrawal 
of  a  State  was  manifestly  not  one  of 
those  so  delegated.  The  exercise  of 
such  authority  would  involve  the  use 
of  force  and  would  be  interpreted  by 
the  State  against  which  it  was  di- 
rected as  a  declaration  of  war  and  a 
dissolution  of  all  previous  compacts 
by  which  it  was  bound.  The  coercion 
of  a  State  by  military  force  for  any 
purpose,  he  said,  was  at  variance  with 
the  whole  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Con- 
stitution. A  proposition  made  in  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1787  to 
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authorize  the  use  of  force  against  a 
delinquent  State  was,  he  pointed  out, 
strongly  opposed  by  Madison  and  was 
abandoned    after    full    consideration. 
It  is  evident  from  a  reading  of  Presi- 
dent   Buchanan's    message    that    he 
entirely  confused   the  power  of  the 
United  States  to  coerce  a  recalcitrant 
State  —  a     power     which     it     surely 
possesses  — with  its  right  to  enforce 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  wher- 
ever they  are  applicable,  and  to  use 
the  armed  force  whenever  it  may  be 
necessary  to  accomplish  this  end  — a 
power  which  it  undoubtedly  possesses. 
Even  the  most  strenuous  opponent  of 
secession  would  probably  not  have  de- 
fended  the    right   to    apply   coercion 
against  the  State  as  a  corporate  po- 
litical entity.     But  the  power  to  pro- 
ceed against  its  citizens  for  violating 
the   laws   and  to  protect   the   public 
property  was  a  very  different  thing, 
for  the  President  is  bound  by  oath  to 
see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  exe- 
cuted. 

President  Lincoln  in  his  inaugural 
address  practically  agreed  with  Pres- 
ident Buchanan  that  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment had  no  power  to  wage  war 
against  a  State,  as  such,  or  to  proceed 
against  it  by  way  of  Federal  execu- 
tion, but  he  denied  that,  because  it 
could  not  coerce  a  State,  it  could  not 
defend  the  public  property  against 
attack  or  compel  obedience  to  its  laws 
by  those  subject  to  its  jurisdiction. 
The  Union,  he  said,  was  sovereign  and 


it  was  intended  to  be  perpetual,  from 
which  it  followed  that  no  State  upon 
its  mere  motion  could  lawfully  get  out 
of  the  Union ;  that  resolves  and  ordi- 
nances   to    that    effect    were    legally 
void;  and  that  acts  of  violence  within 
any  State  or  States  against  the  au- 
thority   of    the    United   States    were 
insurrectionary  or  revolutionary  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.    At  the  same 
time  he  announced  his  determination 
to  hold,  occupy  and  possess  the  prop- 
erty and  places  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  to 
collect  the  duties  and  imposts  every- 
where.    Further  than  that  he  did  not 
purpose  to  go.     No  attempt  was  to  be 
made  to  coerce  any  State  as  such,  but 
only  to  compel  obedience  to  the  laws ; 
and  in  his  call  for  the  militia  it  was 
stated  that  their  services  were  to  be 
employed  in   overcoming  the   resist- 
ance to  the  laws  by  combinations  of 
persons  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed 
by   the    ordinary   course   of   judicial 
proceedings. 

The  result  of  the  war  established 
tliis  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  Union 
and  of  the  relations  between  it  and 
the  States.  The  view  was  also  sanc- 
tioned liy  the  Supreme  Court,*  which 
held  that  the  United  States  was  an 
indestructible  Union  of  indestructible 
States;  that  the  ordinances  of  seces- 
sion and  all  acts  of  the  State  legisla- 
tures to  give  effect  to  them  were  void 
and  of  no  effect ;  that  the  obligations 


*  Texas    vs.    White    (7    Wall.    726) 
Keith  vs.  Clark   (97  U.  S.  454). 


See    also 
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of  tbe  States  and  of  every  citizen 
remained  perfect  and  unimpaired 
throiicrhont    the    war    and    tliat    the 


States,  as  such,  never  ceased  to  exist, 
notwithstanding  their  ordinances  of 
secession.* 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

1861. 

THE    ECONOMIC   ASPECTS   OF    SLAVERY.! 

The  economic  basis  of  slavery  —  England's  sanction  of  slavery  in  colonial  times  —  Abrogation  of  restriction  on 
the  colonial  slave  trade  by  the  English  crown  —  The  far-reaching  influence  of  British  efforts  to  make  colonies 
a  slave  mart  —  Attitude  of  the  Revolutionary  leaders  on  slavery  —  The  economic  weakness  of  slavery  — 
Its  temporary  decline  at  the  close  of  the  Eighteenth  century  —  Its  promotion  by  cotton  and  the  cotton-gin  — 
Advantages  and  disadvantages  of  slave  labor  —  Prevailing  rates  of  slaves  in  Richmond  in  1853  —  Inherent 
defects  of  the  slavery  system. 


Although    slavery   is    primarily    a 
legal  or  ci\'il  condition,  it  is  at  bottom 
also  an  economic  institution.     Its  in- 
troduction into   America  was  deter- 
mined wholly  by  economic  conditions, 
and  it  was  the  desire  for  monetary 
gain  that  caused  its  spread  through- 
out the  South  and  created  a  demand 
for  its  perpetuation  as  a  permanent 
part  of  the  economic  system  wherever 
it  gained  a  foothold.      In  the  Seven- 
teenth and  Eighteenth  centuries  the 
importation  of   slaves  into  America 
was  encouraged  and  promoted  by  both 
the  crown  and  Parliament  of  England, 
mainly   for   economic  considerations. 
In  1662  the  "  Company  of  Eoyal  Ad- 
venturers  Trading  to   Africa  ' '  was 
chartered  by  Charles  II.,  and  succes- 
sive English  sovereigns  were  stock- 
holders in  this  company  as  well  as  in 
its  successor,  the  Royal  Assiento.    The 
king  issued  a  proclamation  inviting 
his  subjects  to  engage  in  the  slave 
trade ;  and,  to  encourage  migration  to 


America,  he  offered  a  grant  of  100 
acres  of  land  for  each  four  slaves  that 
should  be  employed  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  same.t  The  economic  impor- 
tance attached  to  the  slave  trade  found 
expression  in  a  provision  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  (1713)  by  the  terms  of 
wliicli  England  was  given  the  mo- 
nopoly   of    suppl}-ing    the     Spanish 


*  Besides  the  works  previously  mentioned,  see  in 
this  respect:  James  G.  Blaine,  Twenty  Years  of 
Congress,  vol.  i.,  chap,  x.;  J.  L.  M.  Curry,  The 
Soufhi-ni  States  of  the  American  Union,  chap,  x.; 
G.  T.  Curtis,  Constitutional  History,  vol.  ii., 
chap.  X.;  Jefferson  Davis,  Jiise  and  Fall  of  the 
Confederate  Government,  vol.  i.,  pp.  70-77,  168- 
192;  H.  Von  Hoist,  Constitutional  and  Political 
History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  i.;  J.  C.  Hurd, 
Theory  of  Our  National  Existence;  E.  P.  Powell, 
y unification  and  Secession:  A.  H.  Stephens,  War 
hetween  the  States,  vol.  i.,  pp.  477-522;  J.  R. 
Tucker,  The  Constitution,  vol.  i.,  pp.  338-348; 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  588-597;  The  South' in  the  Building 
of  the  Nation,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  442-4SG. 

t  Prepared  for  this  History  by  James  Wilford 
Garner,  Professor  of  Political  Science,  University 
of  Illinois. 

t  See  Judah  P.  Benjamin's  speech  in  the 
Senate,  in  Clusky,  Political  Text  Book,  p.  558. 
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American  colonies  \n.th.  negro  slaves, 
and  so  great  were  the  profits  expected 
from  this  monopoly  that  Queen  Anne 
reserved  for  herself  one-quarter  of 
the  stock  of  the  company  formed  to 
carry  on  the  traffic. 

Parliament  on  one  occasion  went 
so  far  as  to  declare  that  the  slave 
trade  was  ' '  highly  beneficial  and  ad- 
vantageous to  this  kingdom  and  to  the 
plantations  and  colonies  thereto  be- 
longing," and  then  enacted  a  law 
>  permitting  private  ships  to  enter  the 
trade  on  the  payment  of  10  per  cent, 
duty  on  English  goods  exported  to 
Africa.*  Again,  in  1708,  the  Commons 
resolved  that  "  the  trade  Avas  impor- 
tant, and  ought  to  be  free  and  open  to 
all  the  Queen's  subjects  trading  from 
Great  Britain."  This  action  was 
taken  in  response  to  the  complaints 
of  the  London  merchants  that  their 
trade  to  the  African  coasts  was  ham- 
pered by  the  restrictions  of  the  royal 
monopoly  which  confined  the  trade  to 
the  king's  favorites.  Finally,  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
George  II.,  Parhament  threw  the 
slave  trade  open  to  all  British  sub- 
jects and  again  declared  that  it  was 
highly  advantageous  both  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  American  colonies, 
and  should  be  encouraged  by  every 
possible  means.  Henceforth  it  was 
the  avowed  policy  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  promote  the  transporta- 
tion of  slaves  to  America  and  to  dis- 
courage all  colonial  restrictions  upon 
the  importation  of  negroes  thereinto. 

•Spears,  The  American  Slave  Trade,  p.  16, 


An  act  passed  by  the  colonial  Assem- 
bly of  South  Carohna  in  1760  pro- 
hibiting the  further  importation  of 
slaves  into  the  colony  was  abrogated 
by  the  crown,  the  governor  being  rep- 
rimanded for  signing  it  and  circular 
letters  being  sent  to  all  the  colonial 
governors  warning  them  to  discoun- 
tenance all  such  legislation  in  the  fu- 
ture. A  similar  act  of  the  Virginia 
Assembly  imposing  a  high  duty  on 
imported  slaves  was  vetoed,  while  the 
governor  was  instructed  not  to  assent 
to  any  law  in  the  future  discontinu- 
ing or  restricting  the  importation  of 
slaves  —  an  act  against  which  Virginia 
made  a  respectful  but  strong  re- 
monstrance. As  late  as  1775  (after 
the  Revolution  had  begun)  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  informed  an  agent  of 
the  colonies  that  ' '  we  cannot  allow 
the  colonies  to  check  or  discourage  in 
any  degree  a  traffic  so  beneficial  to  the 
nation." 

Thus  the  institution  of  slavery  was 
forced  upon  the  colonies  against  their 
will,  and  their  repeated  efforts  to 
check  the  slave  traffic  were  nullified  by 
the  English  government  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  an  economic  benefit  to  both 
the  Mother  Country  and  the  colonies. 
It  is  estimated  that,  down  to  the  out- 
break of  the  Revolution,  no  fewer  than 
300,000  slaves  had  been  brought  into 
the  colonies  and  that  the  number  con- 
stituted one-fifth  of  the  total  popula- 
tion—  a  proportion  larger  than  ob- 
tained ever  after.*      Besides,  nearly 


*  Rhodes,  History  of  the  United  f^tates,  vol.  i., 
p.  11. 
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3,000,000  negroes  had  been  carried  to 
the  West  Indies  and  other  English 
colonies.      The  determined  policy  of 
the     British    government    to     make 
America  a  slave  mart  was  boldly  de- 
clared by  Burke  to  have  been  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  breach  with  Eng- 
land, and  it  is  well  known  that  in  the 
original  draft  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  one  of  the  indictments 
against  the  king  was  that  "he  has 
waged  cruel  war  against  human  na- 
ture itself,  violating  its  most  sacred 
rights  of  life  and  hberty  in  the  per- 
sons of  a  distant  people  who  never 
offended  him,  capturing  and  carrj^ng 
them  into  slavery  in  another  hemi- 
sphere, or  to  incur  miserable  death 
in  the  transportation  thither.     Deter- 
mined to  keep  open  a  market  where 
men  should  be  bought  and  sold,  he  has 
prostituted  his  negative  for  suppress- 
ing every  legislative  attempt  to  pro- 
hibit or  restrain  this  execrable  com- 
merce." 

Although  this  resolution  probably 
represented  the  prevailing  sentiment 
in  America  as  a  whole,  it  was  struck 
out  in  deference  to  the  views  of  South 
Carohna  and  Georgia,  which  States 
no  longer  desired  to  see  the  importa- 
tion of  negroes  restricted.*  At  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  many  of  the 
foremost  leaders  of  America,  includ- 
ing Washington,  Jefferson,  Randolph, 
Henry,  Franklin,  Mason,  and  others, 
not  only  favored  the  aboUtion  of  the 
slave  trade,  but  desired  to  see  the 
adoption    of    measures    toward    the 

*  Schouler,  Life  of  Jefferson,  p.  81. 


gradual  extinction   of  slavery  itself. 
The   economic   weakness    of    slavery 
was  early  perceived  by  many  of  the 
slaveholders      themselves,      agreeing 
with  Mason  when  he  declared  in  the 
Philadelphia  Convention  of  1787  that 
' '  slavery  discourages  arts  and  manu- 
factures,"   as   well    as    "  brings    the 
judgment  of  heaven  "  upon  the  conn- 
try  which  permits  it.    Before  the  close 
of  the  Eighteenth  century  the  princi- 
pal staple  crops  of  the  country  in  the 
production  of  which  slave  labor  was 
extensively  utilized  were  tobacco,  rice, 
and  indigo.  In  the  North,  where  cereal 
crops  were  the  principal  staple,  for 
the  cultivation  of  which  slave  labor 
was   less   adapted,   slavery   declined,' 
and  before  the  end  of  the  century  it 
had  been  abolished  in  all  of  the  North- 
ern States.     The  motive  which  led  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  North 
was  quite  as  much  economic  as  human- 
itarian, and  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that,  had  economic  conditions  in 
the  Northern  States  been  as  favorable 
to  the  employment  of  slave  labor  as 
they  were  in  the  South,  the  abolition 
movement  in  that  part  of  the  country 
could  not  have  spread  as  it  did.    It  is 
well  known  that  moral  scruples  did  not 
prevent  the  New  England  merchants 
from  engaging  actively  in  the  slave 
trade  ;  throughout  the  Eighteenth  cen- 
tury they  were,  in  fact,  the  principal 
carriers  of  negroes  to  the  Southern 
colonies  and  to  the  West  Indies.    New 
England  ships  which  traded  to  Europe 
were  accustomed  to  touch  on  the  re- 
turn voyage  at  the  Guinea  coast,  take 
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on  a  cargo  of  negroes,  and  dispose  of 
them  in  the  West  Indies  or  the  South- 
ern colonies  of  America  —  a  traffic  in 
which  Rhode  Island  led  the  rest  of  the 
New  England  States.* 

While  slave  labor  was  well  adapted 
to  the  production  of  tobacco,  rice,  and 
indigo,  the  tirst-mentioned  staple 
could  be  cultivated  almost  as  well  by 
free  help ;  and  the  commercial  demand 
for  rice  and  indigo  and  the  compara- 
tively limited  area  in  which  they  cauld 
be  successfully  grown,  rendered  an  ex- 
tensive system  of  slave  labor  in  the 
production  of  these  staples  unneces- 
sary. These  facts,  together  with  the 
decline  in  the  price  of  rice  and  indigo 
after  the  Revolution,  helped  to  render 
those  industries  more  insignificant ; 
and  tliis  was  cliiefl}^  responsible  for 
the  decline  of  slavery  in  manj'  parts 
of  the  South  at  the  close  of  the 
Eighteenth  century.  Before  1796  not 
fewer  than  five  of  the  Southern  States 
had  forbidden  the  further  importation 
of  slaves,  and  a  strong  sentiment  was 
growing  up  in  favor  of  gradual  aboli- 
tion. A  representative  of  Georgia  in 
the  Fifth  Congress  declared :  ' '  There 
is  not  a  man  in  Georgia  but  wishes 
there  were  no  slaves ;  they  are  a  curse 
to  the  country."  The  unprofitable- 
ness of  slave  labor  during  this  period 


*  Samuel  Hopkins  says  in  liis  reminiscences 
th.at  in  1770  Rliode  Island  liad  150  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade  and  was  more  deeply 
interested  in  the  importation  of  slaves  (especially 
Africans-)  tlian  any  otlipr  colony  in  New  England 
(Spears,  The  American  Slave  Trade,  p.  19).  For 
a  more  detailed  account  of  the  Kew  England 
slave  trade,  see  Weedcn,  Economic  and  Social 
History  of  New  England. 


had  also  resulted  in  a  fall  in  the  price 
of  slaves,  the  best  of  them  in  1790 
bringing  only  $200  each. 

At  this  juncture  the  movement  to- 
ward the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
South  received  a  set-back  through  the 
invention  of  the  cotton-gin,  an  inven- 
tion which  enormously  increased  the 
economic  value  of  slave  labor  and 
greatly  stimulated  the  demand  for 
slaves.  Before  the  Revolution,  com- 
paratively little  attention  had  been  be- 
stowed on  the  production  of  cotton  ow- 
ing to  trade  restrictions  which  closed 
foreign  markets  to  the  American  sup- 
ply, to  British  legislation  forbidding 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  in  the 
colonies,  and  to  the  lack  of  mechanical 
processes  for  separating  the  seed  from 
the  lint.  With  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolution,  however,  the  home  de- 
mand for  cotton  goods  occasioned  by 
the  curtailment  of  the  foreign  supply, 
gave  a  stimulus  to  the  production  of 
cotton  in  America,  and  the  provincial 
congress  of  the  several  colonies,  as 
well  as  the  Continental  Congress, 
urged  the  people  to  turn  their  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  this  then  much- 
needed  staple.  But  the  difficulty  of 
separating  the  seed  from  the  lint,  as 
already  noted,  rendered  the  produc- 
tion of  cotton  for  commercial  pur- 
poses unprofitable.  So  unimportant 
was  the  industry  then  that  Jay,  in  1794, 
agreed  to  a  stipulation  in  his  treaty 
with  Great  Britain  that  cotton  should 
be  one  of  the  articles  wliich  should  not 
be  exported  from  the  United  States  in 
American  ships  —  a  provision  which, 
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fortunately,  the  Senate  struck  out. 
The  invention  of  the  cotton-gin  in 
1793,  however,  entirely  changed  the 
situation  and  immensely  stimulated 
the  cotton  industry.  Formerly,  by 
liand,  one  person  could  separate  only 
a  few  pounds  of  lint  from  the  seed  in 
a  day.  With  the  gin,  he  could  clean 
a  thousand  pounds  a  day.  The  effect 
on  the  production  and  export  of  cotton 
was  magical.  In  1790  the  amount  pro- 
duced in  the  United  States  was 
1,500,000  pounds;  in  1795  it  was 
8,000,000  pounds;  in  1800,  35,000,000 
pounds;  and  in  1807,  80,000,000 
pounds.  At  the  same  time  the  exports 
increased  from  6,276,300  pounds  in 
1795  to  nearly  6-4,000,000  pounds  in 
1808.* 

The  most  far-reaching  influence  of 
the  invention  of  the  cotton-gin  and 
the  consequent  stimulation  of  cotton 
production  was  the  promotion  of  the 
institution  of  slavery.  It  was  rescued 
from  its  moribund  or  decaying  condi- 
tion, henceforth  to  play  the  dominant 
role  in  the  history  and  economic  life 
of  the  South.  The  demand  for  slave 
labor  soon  exceeded  the  supply.  South 
Carolina  repealed  her  prohibitory 
laws  and  threw  open  her  ports  to  the 
foreign  slave  trade,  and  the  activity 
of  New  England  traders  was  imme- 
diately revived.  From  1804  to  1807 
202  cargoes  of  negro  slaves  were 
brought  into  the  harbor  of  Charleston 
alone,  t     Even  the  act  of  Congress  of 


1807  prohibiting  the  foreign  slave 
trade  did  not  entirely  stop  the  traffic, 
because  the  penalty  attached  to  the 
violation  of  the  law  was  inadequate. 
In  1819,  however.  Congress  went  the 
limit,  and  declared  the  slave  trade  to 
be  piracy  —  a  declaration  which  prac- 
tically put  a  stop  to  the  traffic 
thereafter. 

As  the  demand  for  slave  labor  in- 
creased, the  loss  of  the  foreign  supply 
was  met  by  slave-breeding,  which 
presently  became  an  important  in- 
dustry in  such  border  States  as  Vir- 
ginia, Maryland,  and  Kentuckj',  where, 
owing  to  the  character  of  the  principal 
crops,  slave  labor  was  much  less 
profitable  than  in  the  cotton-produc- 
ing States.  The  rapid  rise  in  the 
price  of  slaves  still  further  increased 
the  lucrativeness  of  this  peculiar  in- 
dustry and  stimulated  its  growth.* 
Thus  the  border  States  shared  in  the 
prosperity  of  their  Southern  sisters 
and  their  interest  in  the  extension  and 
perpetuation  of  slavery  was  secured. 
So  closely  connected  was  slavery 
with  the  cotton  industry  that  it  may 
truthfully  be  said  that,  just  as  slavery 
was  the  prime  cause  of  the  Civil  War, 
cotton  was  the  raison  d'etre  of 
slavery.  The  demand  for  slave  labor 
in  the  production  of  tobacco,  rice,  and 
indigo  had  never  been  great.  The 
production  of  indigo  soon  became  an 
industry    of    minor    importance,    the 


*  Bogart,     Economic     History     of     the     United 
States,  p.   117. 
Ubid,  p.   1*21. 
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*  Olmsted  (in  the  Cotton  Kingdom)  estimates 
that  tlie  number  of  slaves  imported  into  the 
cotton-growing  States,  mainly  from  the  "  slave 
breeding  states,"  averages  about  25,000  annually 
between  1850  and  1860. 
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growth  of  rice  was  restricted  to  a 
comparatively  small  area,  while  to- 
bacco, as  already  stated,  could  be  cul- 
tivated with  more  success  by  free 
laborers.  Without  the  demand  for 
slave  labor  to  cultivate  the  cotton 
plantations  and  the  consequent  im- 
petus this  gave  to  the  slave-breeding 
industry  in  Maryland,  Virginia  and 
Kentucky,  slavery  would  probably 
have  soon  disappeared  in  those 
States,  Missouri  would  not  have  been 
admitted  as  a  slave  State,  and  the 
South 's  demand  for  "equal  rights  " 
in  the  Western  Territories  would 
probably  never  have  been  insisted 
upon.* 

Meanwhile  the  rapid  rise  of  the 
price  of  cotton  stimulated  its  produc- 
tion, and  increased  correspondingly 
the  demand  for  slaves.  From  141/2 
cents  in  1790,  the  price  rose  to  44  cents 
in  1799,  though  a  decline  to  a  more 
normal  figure  came  later.  From  1790 
to  1830  the  number  of  slaves  in  the 
States  increased  from  677,897  to  over 
2,000,000,  and  by  1860  it  rose  to  nearly 
4,000,000,  over  two-thirds  of  whom 
were  in  the  cotton-growing  States. 

As  time  passed,  slavery  came  to  be 
defended  in  the  South  as  an  economic 
necessity.  Negroes,  it  was  argued, 
w^ere  better  fitted  than  white  men  to 
clear  and  drain  malarial  swamps  and 
cultivate  cotton.  They  were  capable 
of  enduring  the  burning  sun  and  of 
resisting  malaria  to  wliicli  the  white 
man    succumbed.     It    was    asserted. 


•  See    Rhodes,    History    of    the    United    States, 
vol.  i.,  p.  27. 


moreover,  that  the  free  white  labor 
necessary  to  the  cultivation  of  cotton 
on  the  extensive  scale  required  to 
meet  the  world's  demand  was  not  to 
be  had.  Without  slave  labor,  there- 
fore, it  was  argued,  one  of  the  greatest 
of  the  world's  industries  would  be  de- 
stroyed. With  it,  cotton  was  king  and 
slavery  its  sceptre.  Rapidly  the  cot- 
ton belt  was  extended  from  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  to  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana,  and  finally  to  the 
fertile  plains  of  Texas,  so  that  the 
system  of  slavery  became  so  strongly 
intrenched  that  its  eradication  came 
to  be  regarded  an  impossibility.  In  the 
beginning  slavery  might  have  been 
abolished  without  disturbing  the  eco- 
nomic order  or  seriously  injuring  the 
South,  but  at  that  stage  of  its  develop- 
ment this  was  no  longer  possible. 
Naturally,  her  people  resented  attacks 
upon  the  system  as  a  strike  at  the 
heart  of  their  very  existence. 

The  system  of  slave  labor  in  the 
South  had  its  economic  advantages  and 
disadvantages.  Of  all  crops  grown  in 
America,  the  cultivation  of  cotton  was 
especially  adapted  to  slave  labor. 
For  the  most  part,  it  was  planted  by 
hand  and  cultivated  by  the  simplest 
of  fann  implements,  so  that  little  in- 
telligence was  required  in  the  work. 
The  hoeing  of  the  plant  and  the  pick- 
ing of  the  lint  were  tasks  in  which  the 
women  and  children  could  be  employed 
to  advantage,  so  that  the  planter  was 
able  to  utilize  the  services  of  the  en- 
tire family.  Moreover,  the  cultiva- 
tion and  gathering  of  cotton  extended 
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over  the  greater  part  of  tke  year,  so 
that  the  idleness  of  the  slaves  engaged 
in  it  was  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
Slave  labor,  especially  in  the  cotton 
industry,  was  also  well  adapted  to 
organization  on  a  large  scale.  While 
one  man  could  cultivate  20  or  25  acres 
of  grain,  he  could  take  care  of  an 
average  of  but  five  or  sis  acres  of  cot- 
ton, thus  making  it  possible  for  one 
overseer  to  direct  the  labor  of  a  large 
number  of  slaves  within  a  limited 
area.  The  cost  of  maintaining  a  slave 
was  also  slight,  rarelj'  exceeding  $15 
to  $30  a  year.  His  la/bor  was,  of 
course,  unpaid,  and  hence  the  owner 
received  the  entire  output  of  his  ser- 
vices. He  was  housed  in  a  small  one- 
room  shanty,  and  the  warm  climate 
necessitated  but  the  simplest  clothing, 
while  the  cost  of  food  was  inconsider- 
able. The  slave's  labor  being  com- 
pulsory, it  was  more  easily  managed 
and  directed  than  free  labor,  as  the 
employer  had  absolute  control  over  it ; 
and,  being  permanent,  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  loss  which  the  Southern 
planter  now  suffers  from  the  frequent 
abandonment  of  his  crop  by  negro 
tenants,  was  then  unknown.  Thus 
there  was  then  greater  certainty  in 
the  labor  system,  for  the  planter  was 
always  reasonably  sure  of  retaining 
his  laborers  to  gather  what  was 
planted  and  grown.  Moreover,  as 
slave  labor  was  under  the  complete 
control  of  the  owner,  the  maximum 
hours  of  work  could  be  exacted. 
Finally,  cotton  being  less  exhaustive 
to  the  soil  than  cereal  or  other  crops, 


the  destructive  effects  of  unintelli- 
gent cultivation  were  smaller  in  the 
South  than  they  would  have  been 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  where 
different  crops  were  grown  and  where 
intelligent  handling  of  the  soil  through 
rotation,  diversification,  and  scientific 
treatment  was  essential  to  the  main- 
tenance of  its  productive  power. 

However,  the  economic  disadvan- 
tages of  slavery  as  a  system  of  labor 
were  very  great  and  came  in  time  to 
be  generally  recognized  by  the  slave- 
holders themselves.  In  the  Virginia 
House  of  Delegates  in  1832,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall thus  described  some  of  its  evils : 

"  Slavery  is  ruinous  to  the  •whites  —  retards 
improvement  —  roots  out  industrious  population 
— 'banislies  the  yeomanry  of  the  country  —  de- 
prives the  spinner,  the  weaver,  the  shoemaker, 
the  carpenter,  the  smith,  of  employment  and  sup- 
port. This  evil  admits  of  no  remedy — it  is  in- 
creasing and  will  continue  to  increase,  until  the 
whole  country  will  be  inundated  with  one  black 
wave  covering  its  whole  extent,  with  a  few  white 
faces  here  and  there  floating  on  the  surface. 
The  master  has  no  capital  but  what  is  vested  in 
human  flesh;  the  father,  instead  of  being  richer 
for  his  sons,  is  at  a  loss  how  to  provide  for  them; 
there  is  no  diversity  of  occupations,  no  incentive  to 
enterprise.  Labor  of  everjr  species  is  disrepu- 
table, because  performed  mostly  by  slaves.  Our 
towns  are  stationary,  our  villages  almost  every- 
where declining,  and  the  general  aspect  of  the 
country  marks  the  course  of  a  wasteful,  idle, 
reckless  population,  who  have  no  interest  in  the 
soil,  and  care  not  how  much  it  is  impoverished. 
Public  improvements  are  neglected  and  the  entire 
continent  does  not  present  a,  single  region  for 
which  nature  had  done  so  much  and  art  so  little. 
If  cultivated  by  free  labor,  the  soil  of  Virginia 
is  capable  of  supporting  a  vast  population,  among 
whom  labor  would  be  honorable,  and  where  the 
'  I)usy  hum  of  men  '  would  tell  that  all  were  happy 
and  all  were  free." 

In  the  first  place,  slave  labor  really 
cost  more  than  free  labor,  since  it  in- 
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volved  the  ownership  of  the  laborer 
and  not  merely  his  hire.     This  cost 
increased,  of  course,  with  the  rise  of 
the  price  of  slaves,  finally  reaching  a 
point  where  the  ownership  of  slaves 
by  the  small  farmer  was  well-nigh  im- 
possible.   At  the  time  of  the  invention 
of  the  cotton-gin  an  able-bodied  slave 
could  be  bought  for  about  $200.    The 
demand  for  slave  labor  created  by  the 
demand  for  cotton,  however,  led  to  a 
rapid  rise  in  the  price  until  the  aver- 
age value  of  a  slave  in  the  cotton  re- 
gion by  1840  had  reached  $500,  and 
by  1860  good  field-hands  brought  from 
$1,400   to   $1,500;   occasionally   some, 
especially    drivers    and    carpenters, 
would  bring  as  much  as  $2,000  each.* 
The   Atlanta    (Ga.)    Daily   Intelli- 
gencer of  January  13,  1860,  declared 
that  the  average  price  of  negroes  in 
Crawford  County  of  that  State  was 
$1,113.     The  best  field-hand,  a  negro 
of  21  years,  sold  there  for  $1,900.    One 
woman     and     a     one-year-old     child 
brought  $2,150,  another  woman  and  a 
child  sold  for  $2,500,  while  a  third 
woman  and  her  three  children  sold 
for  $4,525.     The  following  is  a  table 
of  prices  current  in  Eichmond  in  De- 
cember of  1853  :t 

Best  men,  18  to  25  years  old..  .  $1,200  to  $1,300 

Fair  men,  18  to  25  years  old 950  to     1,050 

Boys   5    feet 850  to        950 

Boj-s    4    feet    8    inches 700  to        800 

Boys  4  feet  5  inches 500  to        600 

Boys   4   feet 375  to        450 


*  Olmsted,  The  Cotton  Kingdom,  vol.  ii.,  p.  151; 
Hammond,   The  Cotton  Industry,  p.   52. 

t  Phillips,  Plantation  and  Frontier,  in  Docu- 
mentary History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  ii., 
p.  71.   " 


Young    women     $800  to  $1,000 

Girls    5   feet 750  to        850 

Cirls   4   feet   9   inches 700  to        750 

Girls  4   feet 350  to        450 

In  addition  to  the  purchase-price  of 
the  slave,  had  to  be  reckoned  the  risk 
of  loss  through  his  possible  death  or 
loss  of  labor  through  illness,  accidental 
injury,  or  escape  into  free  territory. 
Then  there  was  the  cost  of  medical 
care  in  illness,  the  cost  of  sustenance 
—  an  expense  to  which  the  master  was 
always  subject  whether  the  slave 
worked  or  not  —  and  finally  the  cost 
of  maintenance  during  old  age  and 
infirmity,  since  the  poorhouses  were 
closed  to  slaves.  Speaking  of  the 
comparative  cost  of  free  and  slave 
labor,  Governor  Hammond,  of  South 
Carolina,  said  in  1850: 

"  I  agree  that  as  a  general  rule  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  free  lahor  is  cheaper  than  slave  labor. 
And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  I 
could  cultivate  my  land  on  these  terms,  I  would 
without  a  word  resign  my  slaves,  provided  they 
could  be  properly  disposed  of.  But  the  question 
is  whether  free  or  slave  labor  is  cheapest  to  us 
in  this  country,  at  this  time,  situated  as  we  are. 
And  it  is  to  be  decided  at  once  by  the  fact  that 
we  cannot  avail  ourselves  of  any  other  than 
slave  labor."  * 

Aside  from  the  costliness  of  slave 
labor,  there  were  certain  inherent 
defects  in  the  character  of  such  labor 
that  rendered  it  inferior  in  quality. 
Being  forced  labor,  it  was  given  re- 
luctantly, and  such  service  necessarily 
is  not  the  best.  To  be  effective,  it  had 
to  be  carefully  watched  and  directed, 
thus  adding  to  its  cost.  Moreover, 
since  it  was  unpaid  labor,  the  slave 
had  no  interest  in   the   output,   and 


*  Bogart,  Economic  History,  p.  254. 
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hence  there  was  no  incentive  to  care- 
ful and  faithful  performance  of  duty. 
It  was,  of  course,  unintelligent  labor, 
and  was  therefore  clieap  in  quality. 
The  difficulty  of  teaching  the  slave 
anything  concerning  modern  methods 
of  agriculture  Avas  very  great,  and  the 
attempt  was  rarely  made.  Under  such 
circumstances,  scientific  cultivation  of 
the  soil  with  improved  implements 
and  according  to  modern  methods  was 
out  of  the  question.  The  result  was 
that  slave  labor  had  to  be  confined 
almost  exclusively  to  the  raising  of 
cotton,  in  the  production  of  which  skill 
was  not  essential,  and  rotation  or 
diversification  was  seldom  attempted. 

Whenever  the  cotton  lands  became 
exhausted  for  lack  of  rotation  or 
scientific  treatment  of  the  soil,  the 
planter  sold  his  land  and  moved  on  to 
the  newer  and  richer  regions  of  the 
West  —  a  course  found  to  be  more 
profitable  than  the  resuscitation  of 
worn-out  soils  by  means  of  unintelli- 
gent (slave)  labor.  The  net  income 
from  each  year's  crop  was  invested 
in  more  negroes,  for  it  was  the  ambi- 
tion of  every  planter  to  own  more 
slaves  than  his  neighbor.  Little  or 
nothing  was  returned  to  the  soil  by 
way  of  improvement,  and  compara- 
tively nothing  was  spent  for  improved 
farm  machinery,  new  buildings,  or 
plantation  equipment.  Under  such  a 
system,  the  wealth  of  the  South  con- 
sisted mainly  in  its  slaves. 

An  important  economic  and  social 
effect  of  slavery  was  that  it  tended 
to  degrade  free  labor.  As  time  passed, 


especially  in  the  cotton  regions  where 
the  numlx'r  of  slaves  was  large,  the 
social  odium  attached  to  labor  by 
men  in  the  cotton  fields  increased 
until  free  white  labor  no  longer  ex- 
isted. To  work  in  the  cotton  fields 
beside  the  negro  was  something  no 
self-respecting  white  man  would  do. 
The  result  was  the  development  of  a 
class  of  shiftless  and  lazy  whites  that 
added  nothing  to  the  economic  wealth 
of  the  country.  William  Gregg,  in  an 
address  before  the  South  Carolina  In- 
stitute in  1851,  said : 

"  From  the  best  estimates  that  I  have  been  able 
to  make,  I  put  do\VTi  the  white  people  who  ought 
to  work,  and  who  do  not,  or  who  are  so  employed 
as  to  be  wholly  unproductive  to  the  State,  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand.  Any  man  who 
is  an  observer  of  things  could  hardly  pass  through 
our  country,  witliout  being  struck  with  the  fact 
that  all  the  capital,  enterprise  and  intelligence, 
is  employed  in  directing  slave  labor;  and  the 
consequence  is,  that  a  large  portion  of  our  poor 
white  people  are  wholly  neglected,  and  are  suf- 
fered to  while  away  an  existence  in  a  state  but 
one  step  in  advance  of  the  Indian  in  the  forest. 
It  is  an  evil  of  vast  magnitude  and  nothing  but 
a  change  in  public  sentiment  will  effect  its 
cure."  * 

Another  effect  of  slavery  was  to 
retard  the  development  of  small 
farms,  since  it  was  the  practice  of  the 
large  slaveholder  to  buy  up  the  small 
farms  wherever  possible  and  to  crush, 
out  the  small  cotton-grower.  As  time 
passed,  the  average  size  of  farms  in- 
creased. In  1850  the  average  was  273 
acres  and  by  1860  the  average  had 
greatly  increased,  many  plantations 
exceeding  10,000  acres.f    Speaking  of 


*  Callender,   Economic    Bistory    of    the    United 
States,  p.  792. 

t  Hammond,   Cotton  Industry,   p.    102. 
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this  tendency,  Hon.  C.  C.  Clay,  in  an 
address  in  1855,  said: 

"  Our  small  planters,  after  taking  the  cream 
off  their  lands,  unable  to  restore  them  by  rest, 
manures,  or  otherwise,  are  going  further  west 
and  south  in  search  of  otlier  virgin  lands,  which 
they  may  despoil  and  impoverish  in  like  manner. 
Our  wealthier  planters  with  greater  means  and 
no  more  skill  are  buying  out  their  poorer  neigh- 
bors, extending  their  plantations  and  adding  to 
their  slave  force.  The  wealthy  few,  who  are  able 
to  live  on  smaller  profits,  and  to  give  their  blasted 
fields  some  rest,  are  thus  pushing  off  the  many 
who  are  merely  independent." 

All  over  the  South  there  vras  a  con- 
.stant  strng-gle  between  the  small 
farmer  and  the  large  plantation- 
owner,  with  his  numerous  slaves,  for 
the  possession  of  the  best  lands,  the 
overwhelming  advantage,  of  course, 
being  with  the  wealthy  slave-owner. 
The  new  cotton  lands  of  the  West 
were  usually  cleared  and  put  in  a 
state  of  cultivation  by  the  small  farm- 
ers, but  in  the  course  of  time  the 
planter,  after  exhausting  his  lands, 
came  along,  bought  up  the  small  farms 
and  established  the  plantation  system. 
Thus  the  development  of  a  body  of 
small  farmers  (such  as  existed  in  the 
free  States)  was  greatly  hindered. 
Slavery,  as  Von  Hoist  remarks,  has 
an  inevitable  tendency  in  favor  of 
plantation  industry,  which  suppresses 
or  swallows  up  small  farms.* 

As  time  passed,  the  number  of  non- 
slaveholders  increased  as  the  number 
of  slaveholders  decreased.  It  was 
estimated  that  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  the  larger  part  of  the 
slave  population  was  owned  by  about 

•  Constitutional   History   of   the   United  States, 
vol.  i.,  p.  342. 


5  per  cent,  of  the  cotton  growers.  Ac- 
cording to  DeBoAv,  there  were  less 
than  8,000  slaveholders  in  1850  who 
owned  more  than  50  slaves  each.  The 
non-slaveholders  were,  as  a  rule, 
either  poor  or  possessed  of  only  small 
means,  while  the  lands  they  occupied 
were  so  sterile  that  only  a  meagre 
subsistence  could  be  gained  there- 
from.* 

Under  such  circumstances,  there 
was  little  migration  of  free  laborers 
to  the  South  from  the  Northern  States 
or  from  Europe.  The  odium  attached 
to  white  labor  in  the  cotton  fields  and 
the  unwillingness  of  white  laborers 
from  the  Old  World  to  compete  with 
slave  labor,  deprived  the  South  almost 
wholly  of  the  tide  of  thrifty  immi- 
grants from  Europe,  who  preferred  to 
settle  in  the  Northern  States ;  the  only 
exception  of  note  being  the  German 
settlers  in  portions  of  Texas.  Of  the 
persons  of  foreign  birth  in  the  United 
States  in  1850,  1,866,397  were  in  the 
free  States  and  only  378,205  were  in 
the  slave  States.!  Thus  the  growth  of 
the  population  of  the  South  lagged  far 
behind  that  of  the  North.  Starting 
with  almost  equal  populations  in  1790, 
the  North  by  1860  had  more  than  20,- 
000,000  inhabitants,  while  the  South 
had  12,000,000. 

One  of  the  most  deplorable  results 
of  slavery  was  its  injurious  effect 
upon  the  development  of  manufactur- 


*  See  Olmsted,  The  Cotton  Kingdom,  vol.  i., 
p.  IS;  DeBow,  Industrial  Resources,  vol.  ii.,  p. 
106. 

t  Hammond,   The  Cotton  Industry,  p.  63. 
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ing  and  other  industries.  Agricul- 
ture, and  especially  the  raising  of  cot- 
ton, continued  until  after  the  Civil 
War  to  be  almost  the  sole  industry  of 
the  South.  Excepting  rice,  Indian 
corn  (in  the  upper  South),  and  to- 
bacco, no  staples  were  raised  in  con- 
siderable quantities.  Indeed,  in  the 
cotton-growing  regions,  hardly  any  at- 
tempt was  made  to  produce  anything 
beyond  the  necessary  food  supplies 
used  on  the  plantation,  so  great  was 
the  demand  for  cotton.  Thoiagh  par- 
ticularly favored  with  mineral  de- 
posits, water-power,  and  other  natural 
resources  for  manufacturing,  this  in- 
dustry was  neglected  and  the  indus- 
trial development  of  the  South  soon 
fell  far  behind  that  of  the  North.  Ac- 
cording to  the  census  of  1850,  the  in- 
dustries of  commerce,  trades  and  min- 
ing employed  about  180,334  persons 
in  the  slave  States,  as  against  456,863 
in  the  free  States.  In  1855  the  esti- 
mated value  of  cotton  manufactures 
in  the  slave  States  was  $885,608,  as 
against  $9,367,331  in  the  free  States. 
The  total  value  of  all  manufactures 
in  the  South  in  1850  was  estimated  at 
$93,362,202,  as  against  $347,748,612  in 
the  North.  The  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  manufactui'ing  was  151,- 
944  in  the  slave  States  and  807,125 
in  the  free  States.* 

Practically  all  the  cotton  produced 
was  sent  to  the  North  or  to  England 
to  be  made  into  cloth,  in  spite  of  the 
well    recognized   economic   law   that, 


*  Von     Hoist,     Constitutional     History     of     the 
United  States,  vol.  i.,  p.  344. 


other  things  being  equal,  the  manufac- 
ture of  a  raw  matex'ial  will  always  be 
carried  on  in  the  neighborhood  where 
the  material  is  produced.  Only  the 
manufacture  of  coarse  cloths,  tools 
and  implements  used  on  the  farm,  and 
of  some  fire-arms,  was  attempted.  Tlie 
greater  part  of  the  available  capital 
of  the  South  was  utilized  in  the  pur- 
chase of  slaves  and  new  lands.  The 
amount  thus  left  for  the  development 
of  manufacturing  was  wholly  inade- 
quate, w^hile  capital  from  the  North 
was  not  readily  obtainable. 

The  foreign  and  internal  trade  of 
the  South  was  carried  on  by  Northern 
capital,  and  of  course  most  of  the 
manufactured  articles  used  in  the 
South  (save  the  ruder  farm  imple- 
ments and  coarser  clothing  for  the 
slaves)  came  from  the  North  or  from 
abroad.  A  prominent  Southern  writer 
said : 

"  All  the  world  sees  or  ought  to  see  that  in  a 
commercial,  mechanical,  manufactural,  financial 
and  literary  point  of  view,  we  (the  South)  are 
as  helpless  as  babes.  It  is  a  fact  well  known  to 
evcrv  intelligent  Southerner  that  we  are  com- 
pelled to  go  to  the  North  for  almost  every  article 
of  utility  and  adornment,  from  matches,  shoe 
pegs  and  paintings  uj)  to  cotton  mills,  steam- 
ships and  statuary;  that  we  have  no  foreign 
trade,  no  princely  merchants,  nor  respectable 
artists;  that,  in  comparison  with  the  free  states, 
we  contribute  nothing  to  the  literature,  polite 
arts  and  inventions  of  the  age.  Nearly  all  the 
profits  arising  from  the  exchange  of  commodities, 
from  insurance  and  shipping  ofliees,  and  from  the 
one  thousand  and  one  industrial  pursuits  of  the 
country,  accrue  to  the  North,  and  are  there  in- 
vested in  those  magnificent  cities  and  stupen- 
dous works  of  art  which  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the 
South,  and  attest  the  superiority  of  free  institu- 
tions! All  our  commercial,  manufactural,  and 
literary  supplies  come  from  there.  We  want 
Bibles,  brooms,  buckets  and  books  and  we  go  to 
the   North;    we   want  shoes,   hats,   handkerchiefs, 
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umbrellas  and  pocket-knives,  and  we  go  to  tlie 
North;  we  want  toys,  primers,  school  books, 
fashionable  apparel,  macliinerj'.  medicines,  tomb 
stones,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  and  we  go 
to  the  Nortli   for  them  all."* 

Many  other  frank  and  thoughtful 
Southerners  were  ready  to  admit  the 
truth  of  this  indictment,  and  would 
gladly  have  welcomed  the  abolition  of 
slavery  if  it  could  be  effected  without 
ruining  the  South.  The  wealth  of 
thousands  of  its  citizens  consisted  al- 
most entirely  of  slaves  and  lands.  To 
have  suddenly  abolished  slavery  would 
not  only  have  destroyed  what  Avas 
then  the  chief  element  of  economic 
power,  but  would  have  so  upset  the 
labor  system  as  to  render  the  lands 
almost  valueless.  The  belief  in  the 
necessity  of  slave  labor  in  the  pro- 

*  Helper,   The  Impending  Crisis,  pp.  21-23. 


duction  of  cotton,  gradually  took 
strong  hold  upon  the  people  of  the 
South,  who  came  to  believe  that  there 
was  a  natural  connection  between  the 
two  which  could  not  be  severed  with- 
out destrojdng  the  cotton  industry. 
It  is  not  at  all  strange,  therefore,  that 
they  should  have  clung  to  slavery  and 
defended  it  as  a  necessary  part  of 
their  economic  system,  though  they 
readily  admitted  its  shortcomings. 
Even  when  aboHtion  was  finally  forced 
upon  them,  many  believed  that  free 
negro  labor  would  prove  a  failure. 
Of  course  their  worst  fears  were 
never  realized.* 


♦  Resides  the  works  alread.v  cited,  see  G.  F. 
Cal  lender,  Economic  History  of  the  United  States, 
chap,  .w.;  U.  B.  Phillips,  The  Economic  Cause  of 
Hlavc  Holding,  in  Political  Science  Quarterly, 
vol.  XX.,  and  Documentary  History  of  American 
Industrial  Society,  vols,  i.-ii. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

1861. 


THE    OPENING    OF    THE    WAR. 

Lincoln's  call  for  volunteers  and  the  response  of  the  States  —  The  attack  on  the  6th  Massachusetts  at  Baltimore  — 
Lincoln's  proclamation  blockading  Southern  ports  —  Seizure  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  Goeport  navy  yard  — 
Lee's  resignation  —  Union  meetings  in  New  York  —  The  attitude  of  Marj-land  —  The  case  of  John  Merry- 
man  —  The  struggle  for  Kentucky  and  Missouri  —  The  secession  of  Texas  —  Acts  of  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress—  Comparison  of  the  North  and  South  —  The  occupation  of  Alexandria,  and  Ellsworth's  death  — 
Engagements  at  Romney,  New  Creek  and  Big  Bethel  —  The  formation  of  a  separate  government  in  West 
Virginia  —  The  fight  at  Philippi  —  The  Battle  of  Rich  Mountain  —  Tennessee's  course  —  Acts  and  resolu- 
tions passed  at  the  special  session  of  Congress  —  The  demand  for  a  forward  movement  of  the  army  — 
McDowell's  defeat  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run. 


LANGUAGE  can  hardly  portray 
the  state  of  feeling  when  news 
of  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Sumter  reached  the  North.  The  at- 
tack convinced  nearly  everyone  that 
the  time  for  argmnent  had  passed  and 
that  compromise  and  entreaty  had 
given  way  to  action.  With  stern  deter- 
mination the  Northern  people  accepted 
the  responsibilities  which  this  grave 
event  thrust  upon  them  and  warmly 
approved  the  policy  foreshadowed  by 
President  Lincoln  when,  on  April  15, 
he  issued  a  proclamation*  calling  for 
75,000  militia  to  suppress  combina- 
tions obstructing  the  execution  of  the 
laws  in  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,    Alabama,    Florida,    Missis- 


sippi, Louisiana  and  Tesas.*  Accom- 
panying the  President's  proclamation 
were  requisitions  upon  the  governors 
of  24  States,  the  seceded  States  being 
omitted,  while  California,  Oregon  and 
Kansas  were  passed  over  as  too  dis- 
tant. The  States  were  called  upon  to 
furnish    their    respective    quotas    of 


*  For    which     see     Richardson,     Messages    and 
Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  13-14. 


*  The  jVetw  York  Times  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  rebellion  would  be  short-lived.  "  Let  us 
make  quick  work.  The  'Rebellion'  as  some 
people  designate  it,  is  an  embryo  tadpole.  Let 
us  not  fall  into  the  delusion,  noted  by  Hallam, 
of  mistaking  a  '  local  commotion '  for  a  revolu- 
tion. A  strong,  active  pull  together  will  do  our 
work  effectually  in  thirty  days.  We  have  only 
to  send  a  column  of  twenty-five  thousand  men 
across  the  Potomac  to  Richmond,  and  burn  out 
the  rats  there;  another  column  of  twenty-five 
thousand  to  Cairo,  seizing  the  cotton  ports  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  retaining  the  remaining  twenty- 
five  thousand  included  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  call  for 
seventy-five  thousand  men  at  Washington,  not 
because  there  is  need  for  them  there,  but  because 
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militia  for  tlirce  months'  sei^vice,  the 
lartyest  apportionment  being  to  New 
Tork,  13,280,  to  Pennsylvania,  12,500, 
and  to  Ohio,  10,153.  The  replies  of 
the  governors  indicated  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  people.  From  Illi- 
nois came  word  that  the  day  after  the 
governor's  call  was  published  40  com- 
panies had  tendered  their  services.* 
From  Vermont  came  information  that 
the  citizens  would  respond  with  great 
enthusiasm  "  to  any  call  for  sustain- 
ing the  government  against  the  de- 
signs of  the  conspirators."!  Iowa 
stated  that  the  two  parties  existing  in 
the  State  ten  days  previously  had 
merged  into  one  which  was  "  for  the 
Constitution  and  Union  uncondition- 
ally."{  Indiana  reported  that  6,000 
men  were  in  camp  on  April  23  and  six 
additional  regiments  had  tendered 
their  ser\dces.||  Dennison,  of  Ohio, 
reported  that  so  great  was  the  re- 
sponse to  the  proclamation  that 
"  without  seriously  repressing  the 
ardor  of  the  people  I  can  hardly  stop 
short  of  20  regiments.  "§  According 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 


we  do  not  require  their  services  elsewhere." — 
See  Harris,  The  Political  Conflict  in  America,  p. 
241;  Greeley  (American  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  p.  551) 
charaoterizes  as  a  '"  deplorable  error "  the  belief 
that  the  South  "  was  to  be  put  down  in  sixty  or 
ninety  days  by  some  process  equivalent  to  the 
reading  of  the  Riot  Act  to  an  excited  mob,  and 
sending  a  squad  of  police  to  disperse  it." 

*  Official  Records,  series  iii.,  vol.  i.,  p.  109. 

Ul>'d,  p.  113. 

tlhicl,   p.  111. 

\\Ibid.  pp.  127-128. 

§/6t(J,  p.  125.  In  this  connection  see  also 
George  H.  Porter,  Ohio  Politics  During  the  Civil 
War  Period,  in  Columbia  University  Studies  in 
History,  Economics  and  Public  Law    (1911). 


there  were  in  the  field  on  July  1  at 
the  command  of  the  Government  310,- 
000  men,  but  according  to  the  report 
of  the  provost-marshal-general  there 
were  in  the  service  on  July  1  an  ag- 
gregate of  16,422  regulars  and  170,329 
volunteers  or  a  total  of  186,751  men.* 
Party  lines  seemed  to  be  obliterated. 
Men  apparently  forgot  that  they  had 
ever  been  Democrats  or  Republicans, 
the  partisan  being  lost  in  the  patriot. 
On  Sunday  evening,  April  14,  Douglas 
at  his  own  request  had  a  long  confi- 
dential interview  with  Lincoln,  and  on 
the  following  morning,  side  by  side 
mth  Lincoln's  proclamation,  the 
country  read  the  telegraphic  an- 
nouncement that  while  Douglas  was 
yet  "  unalterably  opposed  to  the  Ad- 
ministration on  all  its  political  issues, 
he  was  prepared  to  sustain  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  exercise  of  all  his  consti- 
tutional functions  to  preserve  the 
Union,  maintain  the  government,  and 
defend  the  Federal  capital,  "t 

In  the  South  the  revolutionary  ex- 
citement rose  to  a  similar  height.  The 
President's  proclamation  "was  re- 
ceived at  Montgomery  with  derisive 


*  Frederick  Phisterer,  Statistical  Record  of  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  p.  62. 

■f  Johnson,  Life  'of  Douglas,  p.  477;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  80-84.  See 
also  Henry  P.  Willis,  Stephen  A.  Douglas  (1911). 
Before  his  death  on  June  3  Douglas  made  an 
address  and  issued  a  message  urging  the  people 
to  sustain  the  National  Government.  See  John- 
son, p.  486  et  se<i.;  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol. 
i..  Rumors  and  Incidents,  p.  110.  For  tributes 
as  to  the  value  of  his  influence  ait  this  time  see 
Stephens,  The  War  between  the  States,  vol.  ii., 
p.  421;  Greeley,  Recollections  of  a  Busy  Life,  p. 
339. 
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laughter;    the    newspapers    were    re- 
freshed with  the  Lincohiiana  of  styl- 
ing sovereign  States  '  unlawful  com- 
binations '    and    warning    a    people 
standing  on  their  own  soil  to  return 
within  twenty  days  to  their  '  homes  ' ; 
and,    in    Virginia,    the    secessionists 
were  highly  delighted  at  the  strength 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  unwittingly  or  per- 
versely contributed  to  their  cause."* 
On   April   8   21,000  volunteers  were 
conditionally  asked  for  by  the  Con- 
federate government  and  on  April  16 
the   Confederate   Secretary  of  War, 
Walker,    notified    the    governors    of 
the  seceded  States  that  32,000  more 
must    be    immediately    prepared    to 
take    the    field.!      Walker    requested 
also    that    the    forts    and    military 
posts     within     the     limits     of     these 
States  be  formally  turned  over  to  the 
control    of   the    Confederate    govern- 
ment.!    On  the  17th  permission  was 
asked  of  the  executives  of  Arkansas 
and  Tennessee  to  plant  batteries  to 
blockade  the  Mississippi.il     The  gov- 
ernors of  Maryland  and  Delaware  en- 
deavored to  hold  a  middle  ground  and 
were  not  prepared  for  decisive   ac- 
tion,§  but  in  the  other  border  States 
there  was  no  attempt  to  disgiiise  the 
determination  not  to  aid  the  Federal 
government.     Governor   Magoffin,   of 
Kentucky,      wrote :      ' '  Emphatically 
Kentucky  will  furnish  no  troops  for 


*  Pollard,  First  Year  of  the  War,  p.  59. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  pp.  64-65. 
tlbid,  pp.  69-70. 
II  Ibid,  pp.  70,  78. 

%Ihid,    series    iii.,    vol.    i.,    pp.    135,     104-105; 
Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  i..  Docs.,  p.  155. 


the  wicked  purpose  of  subduing  her 
sister  Southern  States."*  Governor 
Ellis,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed 
himself  as  follows : 

"I  can  be  no  party  to  this  wicked  violation  of 
the  laws  of  the  country  and  to  this  war  upon  the 
liberties  of  a  free  people.  You  can  get  no 
troops  from  North  Carolina."  t 

Governor     Eector,     of     Arkansas, 

wrote : 

"  In  answer  to  your  requisition  for  troops  from 
Arkansas  to  subjugate  tlie  Southern  States  I 
have  to  say  that  none  will  be  furnished.  The 
demand  is  only  adding  insult  to  injury.  The 
people  of  this  commonwealth  are  freem"en,  not 
slaves,  and  will  defend  to  the  last  extremity 
their  honor,  lives  and  property  against  Northern 
mendacity  and  usurpation."  + 

Governor  Harris,  of  Tennessee, 
wrote : 

"  In  such  an  unholy  crusade  no  gallant  son  of 
Tennessee  will  ever  draw  his  sword.  Tennessee 
will  not  furnish  a  single  man  for  coercion  but 
50,000  if  necessary  for  the  defence  of  our  rights 
or  those  of  our  Southern  brethren."  || 

Governor  Jackson,  of  Missouri, 
spoke  even  more  strongly : 

•'  No  doubt  these  men  are  intended  to  make 
war  upon  the  seceded  States.  Your  requisition 
in  my  judgment  is  illegal,  unconstitutional  and 
revolutionary  in  its  objects,  inhuman  and  dia- 
bolical, and  cannot  be  complied  with.  Not  one 
man  will  the  State  of  Missouri  furnish  to  carry 
on  such   unholy   crusade."  § 

Governor  Letcher,  of  Virginia, 
wrote : 

"  The  militia  of  Virginia  will  not  be  furnished 
to   the   powers  at   Washington   for   any   such   use 

•  ilagoffin  to  Cameron,  Official  Records,  series 
iii.,  vol.  i.,  p.  98.  See  also  Shaler,  History  of 
Kentucky,  p.  242;  Thomas  Speed,  The  Union 
Cause  in  Kentucky,  IS6O-IS60   (1907). 

t  Official  Records,  vol.   i.,   p.   09. 

tlbid,  p.   124. 

II  Ibid,  p.   118. 

§  Ibid,  p.  106.  See  also  Carr,  Missouri,  pp. 
299-300. 
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or  purpose  as  they  have  in  view.  Your  object 
is  to  subjugate  the  Southern  States,  and  a  requi- 
sition made  upon  me  for  such  an  object  —  an 
object  in  my  judgment  not  witliin  the  purview 
of  tlie  Constitution  or  the  act  of  1795  —  will  not 
be  complied  with.  You  have  chosen  to  inaugu- 
rate civil  war;  and  having  done  so,  we  will  meet 
it  in  a  spirit  as  determined  as  the  administration 
has  exhibited  toward  the  South."  * 

The  only  Northern  State  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  emergency  was  Massa- 
chusetts, her  governor,  John  A.  An- 
drew, having  caused  the  State  militia 
to  begin  active  and  regular  drilling  in 
the  armories,  t  Thus  when  the  call 
came,  about  5,000  men  (of  whom  3,000 
were  armed  with  Springfield  rifles) 
were  in  some  measure  prepared  for 
war.  On  the  16th  the  militia  began  to 
muster  at  Boston  and  on  the  17th  the 
6th  Massachusetts  armed  with  rifles 
started  for  Washington.J  On  April 
19  the  cars  reached  the  depot  on  the 
northern  side  of  Baltimore  (the  Phila- 
delphia or  President  Street  station) 
whence  the  troops  were  to  be  taken  to 
the  Washington  or  Camden  station  to 
embark  on  cars  for  Washington.  A 
crowd  was  found  awaiting  the  troops, 
who  were  greeted  with  hootings,  jeer- 
ings,  and  abusive  epithets,  but  to  these 
the  troops,  according  to  orders,  paid 
no  attention.il  Finally  stones  and 
other  missiles  were  used  and  one  man 
was  shot  in  the  thigh.     Orders  were 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  i.,  p.  103.  See  also  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.   iii.,  p.   38. 

t  Regarding  this  see  Schouler,  Massachusetts  in 
the  Civil  War. 

i  For  details  of  the  trip  see  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p.  110  et  seq.  See  also 
J.  W.  Han.son,  The  Sixth  Massachussets  Regiment. 

II  The  orders  will  be  found  in  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p.  111. 


then  given  to  fire  at  will.*  Part  of 
the  troops  reached  their  destination 
in  good  oi'der,  but  obstructions  were 
placed  on  the  tracks  in  front  of  the 
cars  transporting  the  balance  of  the 
troops  from  one  depot  to  the  other 
and,  finally,  passage  in  this  manner 
was  no  longer  practicable.  In  this 
emergency  the  Massachusetts  men  de- 
termined to  proceed  on  foot.  They 
formed  in  close  order  and  started, 
whereupon  the  mob  resumed  the  as- 
sault with  brickbats  and  stones.  The 
mayor  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  with  the  officer  in  com- 
mand and  did  what  he  could  to  pre- 
vent further  disorder,  but  the  mob 
grew  bolder  and  the  attacks  became 
more  violent.!  Meamvhile  the  chief 
of  police  had  gathered  a  body  of  50 
policemen  who,  allowing  the  troops  to 
pass  through  their  ranks,  immediately 
closed  behind  them,  forming  a  firm 
line  across  the  street.  This  opposed 
an  effectual  barrier  to  the  further  ad- 
vance of  the  mob  and  the  troops  suc- 
ceeded in  joining  their  companions  at 
the  Washington  depot.  There  the 
troops  boarded  the  train  for  Wash- 
ington, but  as  it  moved  away  several 
muskets  were  discharged  from  the 
window  of  the  rear  car  and  a  promi- 
nent citizen  was  mortally  wounded. 
Bystanders  declared  the  act  to  be  un- 
provoked, but  soldiers  and  officers 
maintained  that  it  was  in  response  to 
a  volley  of  shots  or  stones.    The  cas- 


*  Harrison,  The  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment, 
p.  25. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  16. 
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nalties  were  never  accurately  ascer- 
tained. The  soldiers  lost  4  killed  and 
36  wounded  whereas  the  loss  of  citi- 
zens was  probably  two  or  three  times 
that  number.* 

In  a  dispatch  to  Cameron  the  next 
day  Governor  Hicks  stated  that  the 
mob  had  taken  possession  of  the 
armories  and  were  plentifully  sup- 
plied with  arms  and  ammunition; 
therefore  he  thought  it  prudent  to  de- 
cline for  the  present  to  respond  affirm- 
atively to  the  requisition  made  by 
President  Lincoln  for  four  regiments 
of  infantry. t  Other  troops  were  ex- 
pected to  arrive,  wherefore,  appre- 
hending more  bloodshed,  Governor 
Hicks,  the  mayor  and  the  chief  of 
police,  after  consultation,  decided  to 
burn  some  of  the  bridges  on  the  Phila- 


t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
113-llS.  See  also  George  W.  Brown.  BaUimore 
and  the  'Nineteenth  of  April,  1S61,  in  Johns  Hop- 
kins University  Studies,  extra  vol.  iii.  (1887); 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.   ii.,  pp.   16-22. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  581.  "  Baltimore 
was  a  secession  volcano  in  full  eruption;  while 
the  counties  south  of  that  city  were  overwhelm- 
ingly in  sympathy  with  the  slaveholders'  rebellion, 
and  their  few  determined  Unionists  completely 
overawed  and  silenced.  The  counties  near  Balti- 
more, between  that  city  and  the  Susquehanna, 
were  actively  co-operating  with  the  rebeHion,  or 
terrified  into  dumb  submission  to  its  behests. 
The  great  populous  counties  of  Frederick,  Wash- 
ington, and  Alleghany,  composing  Western  Mary- 
land —  having  few  slaves  —  were  preponderantly 
loyal;  but  they  were  overawed  and  paralyzed  by 
the  attitude  of  the  rest  of  the  state,  and  still 
more  by  the  large  force  of  rebel  Virginians — -said 
to  be  5,000  strong  —  who  had  been  suddenly 
pushed  forward  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  threat- 
ened Western  Maryland  from  that  commanding 
position." — Greeley,  Ameriean  Conflict,  vol.  i., 
p.  468.  See  also  G.  L.  Radcliffe,  Governor  Hicks 
of  Maryland  and  the  Civil  War,  in  Johns  Hopkins 
University  Studies,  series  xix.,  nos.  xi.-xii.  (1901). 


delphia,  "Wilmington  and  Baltimore 
Railroad,  and  on  the  Northern  Cen- 
tral Railroad  toward  Harrisburg. 
At  the  same  time  a  committee 
of  citizens  went  by  special  train  to 
Washington  with  a  letter  from  the 
mayor,  approved  by  the  governor, 
begging  that  no  more  troops  be  sent 
through  Baltimore.*  Earlj^  the  next 
morning,  April  20,  the  committee  con- 
sulted Lincoln  and  Scott,  when  it  was 
decided  that  the  troops  would  be 
marched  around  Baltimore  and  not 
through  it.t  Such  an  arrangement 
was  accepted  by  the  governor  who 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Government. t 

Meanwhile  the  people  were  awaiting 
with  considerable  apprehension  the 
action  of  Virginia.  When  the  conven- 
tion called  to  consider  the  status  of  the 
State  assembled,  a  majority  of  its 
members  were  decidedly  opposed  to 
secession,  but  when  they  received 
word  of  Lincoln's  intention  to  resist 
force  with  force  it  was  said  that  Vir- 
ginia had  but  one  course  to  pursue. 
Accordingly,  on  April  17,  by  a  vote  of 
88  to  55,  the  ordinance  of  secession 
was  passed.  Although  the  law  re- 
quired a  vote  of  the  people  before  se- 
cession could  be  ratified  the  secession- 
ists did  not  wait  for  such  pennission. 
Members  of  the  Confederate  Congress 
were  appointed  and  when,  on  May  23, 
the  people  voted  on  secession,  it  was 

*!Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p. 
123. 

f  Ibid,  vol.  iv.,  p.  126. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  581.  See  also 
Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  i..  Docs.,  p.  123. 
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overwhelmingly  adopted  by  a  vote  of 
128,884  in  favor,  to  32,134  against.* 

The  secession  of  Virginia  carried 
three  States  into  the  Confederacy  — 
Tennessee  which  seceded  on  May  6,t 
Arkansas  which  seceded  on  May  18, 
and  North  Carolina  which  seceded  on 
May  21,  thus  making  11  States  in  hos- 
tiUty  to  the  Union. 

On  the  same  day  that  Virginia  se- 
ceded, April  17,  and  as  an  answer  to 
Lincoln's  call  for  volunteers,  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  at  Montgomery,  professing 
himself  convinced  that  the  United 
States  were  about  to  invade  "  this 
Confederacy  with  an  armed  force  for 
the  purpose  of  capturing  its  fortresses 
and  thereby  subverting  its  independ- 
ence and  subjecting  the  people  thereof 
to  the  dominion  of  a  foreign  power," 
issued  a  proclamation  ' '  inviting  all 
those  who  may  desire,  by  service  in 
private  armed  vessels  on  the  high 
seas,  to  aid  this  government  in  resist- 
ing so  wanton  and  wicked  an  oppres- 
sion, to  make  applications  for  commis- 
sions or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
to  be  issued  under  the  seal  of  these 
Confederate  States.  "J  As  a  rejoinder 
President  Lincoln,  on  April  19,  issued 
a  counter  proclamation  declaring  a 
blockade  of  the  ports  of  the  seceded 
States  and  subjecting  the  privateers 
in  the  Confederate  service  to  the  laws 


*  For  details  of  this  convention  see  Rliodes, 
United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  378-387  and  the  au- 
thorities cited.  See  also  Munford,  Virginia's  At- 
titude Toicard  Slavery  and  Secession  (1909). 

t  J.  W.  Fertig,  The  Secession  and  Reconstruc- 
tion of  Tennessee. 

t  Moore,  Kehellion  Record,  vol.  i.,  Docs.,  p.  71. 


for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of 
piracy.*  Davis,  in  an  address  to  the 
Confederate  Congress  a  few  days 
afterward,  affected  to  doubt  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  proclamation,  stig- 
matising President  Lincoln's  course 
in  no  measured  terms,  and  stating  his 
disbelief  that  Lincoln  was  prepared 
to  "inaugurate  a  war  of  extermina- 
tion on  both  sides,  by  treating  as 
pirates  open  enemies  acting  under 
commissions  issued  by  an  organized 
government."  In  this  address  Davis 
expressed  the  desire  of  the  Confed- 
erate government  to  be  let  alone  to 
work  out  its  own  salvation. 

Meanwhile  there  had  been  no  delay 
in  entering  upon  active  measures  of 
hostility.  Within  24  hours  after  Vir- 
ginia adopted  her  secession  ordinance 
the  custom  house  and  post  office  at 
Richmond  were  seized  upon  and  the 
LTnited  States  arsenal  at  Harper's 
Ferry  was  attacked.  The  arsenal  was 
in  charge  of  about  40  riflemen  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Roger  Jones, 
who  had  been  instructed,  in  case  of 
attack,  not  to  surrender,  but  to  destroy 
the  gun  shops  and  their  contents. 
Learning  of  the  approach  of  the  State 
militia.  Lieutenant  Jones  caused  all 
the  arms,  some  15,000  in  number,  to 
be  heaped  up  ready  for  burning,  and 
on  the  night  of  April  18,  when  the 
invaders  approached,  the  trains  were 
fired  and  in  a  short  time  the  buildings 
and   their   contents   were    destroyed. 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
14-15:   Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  i..  Docs.,  p. 

78. 
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Jones  and  his  men  escaped  by  way  of 
the  bridge  leading  into  Maryland  and 
reached  Carlisle  Barracks  in  Pennsyl- 
vania the  next  afternoon.* 

Simultaneonsly  the  Confederates 
took  measures  to  secure  possession  of 
the  Gosport  Navy  Yard  at  Norfolk. 
There  were  12  vessels  in  the  yard,  the 
most  important  lieing  the  Mtrritnac, 
a  tirst-class  frigate  of  40  guns.  To 
secure  the  vessels  at  the  navy  yard 
Governor  Letcher  attempted  to  ob- 
struct the  channel  from  Norfolk  to 
Portress  Monroe  bj'  means  of  sunken 
vessels,  but  the  effort  failed.  Know- 
ing this,  the  Federal  authorities 
prepared  the  best  ships  (the  Merri- 
mac,  Germantoun,  Plymouth,  and 
Dolphin)  for  quick  removal  to  Fort- 
ress Monroe,  the  fires  being  lighted 
under  their  boilers  and  the  mo- 
ment of  departure  announced.  The 
junior  officers,  however  (evidently 
sjmipathizing  with  the  Confederacy), 
persuaded  Commandant  Charles  S. 
McCauley  to  retain  the  Merrw'ac  for 
the  security  of  the  yard.  On  learning 
of  this  the  authorities  at  Washington 
ordered  Commodore  Hiram  Paulding 
to  take  the  Pawnee  down  the  Potomac 
with  discretionary  orders  to  defend  or 
destro}-.  On  April  20,  having  taken 
300  or  500  of  the  3d  Massachusetts 
aboard  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Paulding 
proceeded  to  Noi'folk  but  was  too  late, 
for  before  his  arrival  Commandant 
]\reCauley  had  jdelded  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  juniors  and  had  scuttled  the 
removable  ships,  ostensibly  to  prevent 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  3  et  seq. 
Vol.  VIII  —  3 


their  seizure  by  the  Confederates. 
Hence  no  effort  to  remove  them  could 
succeed,  and  no  resource  was  left  but 
to  destroy  everything  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. Accordingly  several  parties 
were  detailed  to  fire  the  ships  and  the 
buildings  and  to  lay  a  mine  to  blow 
up  the  dry  dock.  Taking  the  Cum- 
berland in  tow,  Paulding  then  sailed 
down  the  river.*  More  than  half  the 
buildings  were  consumed;  but  1,500  or 
2,000  cannon  in  the  yard  could  neither 
be  removed  nor  rendered  unservice- 
able, while  in  stores,  furniture,  etc., 
the  Confederates  gained  property  to 
the  amount  of  about  $10,000,000.  Of 
the  seven  ships  burned  to  the  water's 
edge,  the  hull  of  the  Merrimac  was 
soon  afterward  raised  and,  in  the 
course  of  events,  became  the  ironclad 
Merrimac  or,  as  the  Confederates 
called  her,  the  Virf/iniaA 

One  of  the  greatest  losses  to  the 
Union  cause  w^as  the  resignation  of 
Robert  E.  Lee  from  the  Union  army. 
Lee  was  a  favorite  of  Scott,  and  when 
Lincoln  called  for  troops  the  general- 
in-chief  at  once  selected  Lee  as  the 
most  capable  and  promising  officer  in 
the  service  to  take  command  of  the 
troops  in  the  field.  On  April  18  Fran- 
cis P.  Blair  called  upon  Lee  and  un- 


*  Pollard  (First  Year  of  the  War,  pp.  65-66) 
in  speaking  of  this  "  act  of  ruthless  vandalism  " 
says  that  the  Pawnee  stole  like  a  guilty  thing 
through  the  harbor  fleeing  from  the  destruction 
she  had  heen  sent  to  accomplish. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  21  et  seq.;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  145-147; 
Kebecca  P.  Meade,  Life  of  Admiral  Eiram  Pauld- 
ing (1910):  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  123-126. 
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officially  offered  luiii  the  command  of 
the  Union  army.    Lee  says : 

"After  listening  to  Iiis  romarks  I  declined  the 
offer  he  made  me  to  take  command  of  tlie  army 
that  was  to  be  brought  into  the  field,  stating, 
as  candidl\'  and  courteously  as  I  could,  that 
though  opposed  to  secession  and  deprecating  war, 
I  could  take  no  part  in  an  invasion  of  the  South- 
ern iStates."  * 

In  a  letter  to  his  sister  Lee  further 
states  the  motive  of  his  unwillingness 
to  serve,  since  he  could  not  take  part 
against  his  native  State  nor  raise  his 
hand  against  his  relatives,  children 
and  home.f  In  a  letter  to  his  son  he 
stated  that  secession  was  nothing  but 
revolution : 

"  Tlie  framers  of  our  Constitution  never  ex- 
hausted so  much  labor,  wisdom  and  forbearance 
in  its  formation  and  surrounded  it  with  so  many 
guards  and  securities  if  it  was  intended  to  be 
broken  by  every  memlier  of  the  Confederacy  at 
will.  It  was  intended  for  '  perpetual  union  '  so 
expressed  in  the  preamble,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  government,  not  a  compact,  which  can 
only  be  dissolved  by  revolution  or  the  consent  of 
all  the  people  in  convention  assembled.  It  is  idle 
to  talk  of  secession.! 

Lee  stated  that  if  he  owned  all  the 
slaves  in  the  South  he  would  sacrifice 
them  to  the  Union,  but  he  did  not  see 
how  he  could  draw  his  sword  against 
his  native  State.  Accordingly  he  con- 
cluded that  he  ought  no  longer  to  re- 
tain his  commission  in  the  United 
States  Army,  and  two  days  later  for- 
warded his  resignation  to  General 
Scott.  1 1  Immediatelj'  afterward  (April 

*  J.  W.  Jones,  Life  of  lee,  p.  141. 

i  Ibid,  p.    139. 

t  Lutter  of  January  23,  1S61,  quoted  in  ibid, 
p.  137. 

II  Long,  Life  of  Lcc,  p.  93 ;  Jones,  Life  of  Lee, 
pp.  138-139.  See  also  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  36.5-366 :  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.   iv.,   pp.  97-101. 


22)  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  convention  of  Virginia  to  the 
chief  command  of  the  Virginia  State 
forces,  and,  on  the  23d,  publicly  as- 
sumed that  office. 

All  railroad  communication  between 
Washington  and  the  North  had  been 
cut  by  the  burning  of  the  bridges, 
and  on  Sunday  night,  April  21,  the 
telegraph  ceased  to  Avork.*  Thus  the 
only  means  of  communication  between 
the  Government  and  the  loyal  territorj- 
was  by  private  courier.  Since  correct 
information  was  hard  to  procure,  all 
sorts  of  rumors  began  to  fill  the  air, 
some  of  which  were  to  the  eifect  that 
Beauregard  would  soon  proceed  to 
cajjture  Washington.  Panic  seized 
the  city  and  preparations  were  made 
to  stand  a  siege.  On  April  22  Scott 
wrote  that  the  city  was  "partially 
besieged,  threatened  and  in  danger  of 
being  attacked  on  all  sides  in  a  day 
or  two  or  three,  "t  The  President  was 
greatly  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the 
capital  city,  and  when  the  days  began 
to  pass  without  bringing  troops  he 
paced  the  floor  of  the  executive  office 
in  restless  anxiety,  at  length  breaking 
out  into  repeated  exclamations,  "  Why 
don't  they  come!  Why  don't  they 
come!  "I  However,  his  anxiety  was 
soon  relieved  by  news  of  the  great 
uprising  at  the  North,  that  the  7th 
New"  York  regiment  had  departed, 
and  that  Governor  Sprague's  Rhode 
Islanders  had  sailed. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  586. 
t  Ibid,  vol.  ii.,  p.  .587. 

t  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv..  i>p. 
149-152. 
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Nowhere  was  there  greater  National 
sentiment  than  in  New  York.*  Every- 
thing indicated  that  the  weight  of  the 
financial  and  trade  centre  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  on  the  side  of  the  Na- 
tional Government.  All  party  ties 
were  ignored,  which  was  especially 
disappointing  to  the  South,  since  she 
had  reckoned  on  the  friendship  of  th« 
metropolis  and  had  hoped  thereby  to 
divide  the  North.  This  seemed  to  be 
possible,  since  on  January  6,  1861, 
Mayor  Fernando  Wood  had  addressed 
a  message  to  the  common  council  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  "  dissolution  of 
the  Union  as  inevitable,"  of  our 
' '  aggrieved  Southern  brethren  of  the 
slave  States,"  of  the  fanatical  spirit 
of  New  England,  etc.  Toward  the 
close  of  the  message  he  said: 

"  Wlieii  disunion  has  become  a  fixed  and  cer- 
tain fact,  why  may  not  New  York  disrupt  the 
bonds  wliich  bind  her  to  a  menial  and  corrupt 
master  —  to  a  people  and  a  party  that  have  plun- 
dered her  revenues,  attempted  to  ruin  her  com- 
merce, taken  away  tlie  power  of  self-government, 
and  destroyed  the  Confederacy  of  which  she  was 
the  proud  Empire  city?  Amid  the  gloom  which 
the  present  and  prospective  condition  of  things 
must  cast  over  the  country.  New  York  as  a  free 
city  may  shed  the  only  light  and  hope  of  a  future 
reconstruction  of  our  once  blessed  confederacy."t 

It  was  rumored  that  a  conspiracy  had 
been  formulated  to  carry  this  project 
into  effect,  t  However  this  may  have 
been,  the  voice  of  the  people  soon  gave 


•  See  Sidney  D.  Brummer,  Political  History  of 
Xeic  York  State  During  the  Period  of  the  Cii>il 
War,  in  Columbia  University  Studies  in  History, 
Economics  and  Public  Law   (1911). 

y  Wilson,  Rise  and  Fall  of  Slave  Power,  vol.  iii., 
p.  66. 

t  For  details  of  which'  see  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  369-371. 


no  uncertain  sound.  The  papers  be- 
gan to  change  their  tone  and  when  on 
the  19th,  the  7th  regiment  left  for 
Wasliington,  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people  was  raised  to  its  highest  pitch. 
The  next  day  an  imposing  assemblage 
met  at  Union  Square.  General  Dix, 
Prof.  0.  M.  Mitchel,  and  many  others 
spoke  in  eloquent  words,  appealing  to 
the  people  to  uphold  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws.  Not  only  was  the  loy- 
alty of  the  Nation  manifested  by 
words  of  encouragement,  but  money 
was  liberally  furnished.  The  sub- 
scriptions of  individuals,  corpora- 
tions, towns,  cities,  and  State  legisla- 
tures in  a  fortnight  after  the  attack 
on  Sumter  reached  a  sum  estimated 
at  more  than  $30,000,000.* 

In  Baltimore  and  in  Maryland  the 
frenzy  of  opposition  to  the  National 
Government  subsided  within  a  week 
after  the  attack  on  the  Massachusetts 
regiment.  Being  loyal  to  the  Union 
and  distnisting  the  legislature.  Gov- 
ernor Ilicks  waS'  loath  to  convene  it, 
but  on  April  22  summoned  it  to 
meet  on  the  26th.  At  the  previous 
session  of  the  legislature  the  dele- 
gates from  Baltimore  had  been  un- 
seated and,  on  April  24,  a  special  elec- 
tion was  held  at  Baltimore  when  all 
the  State  rights  candidates  were 
elected.!  It  appeared  certain  that 
with  this  accession  of  secession  senti- 
ment the  legislature  would  pass  some- 


*  See  F.  B.  Goodrich,  The  Tribute  Book :  A 
Record  of  the  Munificence,  Self  Sacrifice,  and  Pa- 
triotism of  the  American  People  During  the  ^Yar 
for  the  Union. 

f  Scharf,  History  of  Maryland,  vol.  iii.,  p.  424. 
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thing  equivalent  to  an  ordinance  of 
secession.  In  order  to  prevent  this 
it  was  suggested  that  the  legislature 
be  arrested  or  dispersed  hy  force. 
Several  plans  were  discussed  by  the 
Cabinet,  Bates  and  Chase  recommend- 
ing drastic  measures.*  Lincoln,  how- 
ever, in  a  letter  to  General  Scott,  said 
that  to  arrest  or  disperse  the  legisla- 
ture would  neither  be  justifiable  nor 
efficient  for  the  desired  object,  since 
they  had  a  legal  right  to  assemble ; 
no  one  could  know  in  advance  whether 
their  action  would  favor  peace  or  war, 
and  the  Federal  authorities  could  not 
permanently  prevent  their  action 
since,  if  arrested,  they  could  not  long 
be  held  as  prisoners  and,  when  liber- 
ated, would  immediately  reassemble 
and  take  action.  Accordingly,  he  rec- 
ommended that  the  commanding  gen- 
eral watch  and  await  their  action,  and 
in  case  they  should  turn  against  the 
Union  he  was  to  adopt  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  means  to  counteract 
such  action,  even  if  he  bombarded 
the  city  and  suspended  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus.-\  These  orders  were 
proiuptly  transmitted  by  Scott  to 
General  Butler  at  Annapolis. t  On 
the  27th  the  legislature  met  at  Fred- 
erick City  instead  of  Annapolis,  the 
capital,  which  was  occupied  by  Fed- 
eral   troops. II      On    the    27th,   in   his 


special  message  reciting  the  recent  oc- 
currences. Governor  Hicks  expressed 
the  conviction  "  that  the  only  safety 
of  Maryland  lies  in  preserving  a  neu- 
tral position  between  our  brethren  of 
the  North  and  of  the  South."  He 
recommended,  however,  that  the  State 
array  herself  on  the  side  of  Union 
and  peace.*  At  first,  both  branches 
of  the  legislature  declared  that  it  pos- 
sessed no  authority  to  commit  the 
State  to  secession.  Nevertheless  that 
body  called  no  convention  to  decide 
this  question,!  but  adjourned  on  May 
14  to  meet  again  on  June  4.  Thus 
Maryland  remained  officially  attached 
to  the  Federal  Government. 

On  April  27  President  Lincoln 
issued  an  order  to  Scott  authorizing 
the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  if,  at  any  point  on  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  any  military  line  between 
Philadelphia  and  Washington,  Scott 
should  encounter  resistance  to  the 
Federal  authority.  J  Hardly  had  But- 
ler departed  from  the  city  when  a 
noteworthy  judicial  incident  arose. 
On  May  25  a  wealthy  Marylander 
named  John  Merr\^nan  was  arrested 
by  military  authority  on  a  charge  of 
being  engaged  in  treasonable  prac- 
tices and  imprisoned  in  Fort  Mc- 
Henry.  Merryman  applied  to  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  then  in  Baltimore,  for 


*  For  Chase's,  opinion  see  Schuckers,  Life  of 
8.  P.  Chase,  p.  424. 

t  Letter  of  April  25  to  Scott  quoted  in  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  167- 
168. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  602. 

II  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  i.,  Docs.,  p.  175. 


*Ibid,  pp.  159-161.  See  also  Appleton's  An- 
nual   Cyclopwdia    1861,   p.   446. 

t  For  some  instructive  details  regarding  the 
movements  of  the  Baltimore  police  authorities 
and  the  action  of  the  Maryland  legislatures  see 
Mc-Plierson.  History  of  the  Rebellion,  pp.  3112-308. 

t  McPherson,  History  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  177. 
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a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  wliich  M-as  tributions  as  well  as  legislative  loans 

issued.*     Cadwalader  stated  tliat  the  or  grants  were  freely  supplied.    More 

President  had  authorized  him  to  cus-  volunteers  offering  than  were  neces- 

pend  the  writ  in  such  cases,  and  re-  sary  to  till  the  call  for  75,000  and  more 

quested   Taney   to   postpone   further  than  were  desired  for  three  months' 

action  until  the  matter  could  be  re-  service,  Lincoln  determined  to  utilize 

ferred  to  Lincoln.     Tanev,  however,  this  outburst  of  patriotism  by  enhst- 

inimediatelv   ordered   an   attachment  ing  men  for  three  years.    Accorchngly 

against  €adwalader  for  contempt,  but  ^^  ^^nt  word  to  the  various  governors 

the  marshal  was  unable  to  serve  it,  tliat   no   further   troops   beyond   the 

1    ■         1     •    1        +             +     TTi     +   HT^  quota  of  the  several  States  could  be 

being  denied   entrance   to   b  ort  Mc-  h""''" 

TT              mi                   m            1     1       .1  received  unless  they  agreed  to  volun- 

Ilenry.     Thereupon   Taney  declared  ie>^fivcu  umc^i^        j     -, 

ii    .  ii      Tj      •  1     i        11       i.             ^A  teer  for  three  years  unless  sooner  dis- 

that  the  President  could  not  suspend  "-"-^^  ^^"^  mice  ^ 

,,          .   .,           J,  ,,           -4     p  7    7  charged.*    On  May  3  he  issued  a  proc- 

the  privilege   of   the  writ   of  habeas  t-ucUse^-i.      kjh       ^                          i 

4-1      •            -v^          ffi^r^r.  lamation  calling  for  42,034  volunteers 

corpus  nor  authorize  a  military  oincer  idu^ciLiuii  y.ai     ^             , 

J.     1    -i      r»     T        1  4^1       1  •  4?  •     +•  ^  to   serve   for  three  years;   directing 

to  do  it.     On  June  1  the  chief  justice  "-^   olivc   xui    ■.           •'       .  ' 

CI    1  1  •          -4-4.           •   •             1   J-       „  that  the  regular  army  be  increased  by 

filed  his  written  opinion  and  trans-  ^^"'■^  ^"^^  ic^^uioi.         j 

mitted  a  copy  to  the  President.f     No  ^^glit  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regi- 

attention  was  paid  to  the  transmitted  m^nt  of  cavalry  and  one  regiment  of 

papers  as  the  President  at  the  time  of  artillery  (a  total  of  22,714  officers  and 

,,    •            •    ,                         1  ■  enlisted  men):  and  ordering  the  en- 

their  receipt  was  engaged  m  prepar-  t'^iis'-eu  iu._u/,                        t, 

,  •                    ,     ,1             -1         •  listment  of  18,000  seamen  for  not  less 

mg  his  message  to  the  special  session  usuut-m,  ui  j.^,        ^ 

i,  n                    1  •    4-1    i.  1              4.      ^  than  one  or  more  than  three  years. t 

of  Congress  and  m  that  document  pre-  ^'^"''  "'"^  ^                             •        i,  4.1 

,    T  ,,      •,•«-•         PI-     ,„4.  +  Under  the  provisions  of  this  call  the 

sented  the  justirication  of  his  act. J  ^                        -.-non-i 

The  month  of  May  found  the  coun-  ^^^^  ^'^^  increased  to  lo6,861  men 

trv  actively  engaged  in  preparations  ^^^^  the  navy  to  25,600  men4     Though 

for  the  conflict  of  arms.     Forces  were  this  action  was  beyond  the  President  s 

mustering  into  service,  officers  w-ere  ,  ^^^.^^  Records,  series  iii.,  vol.  i.,  p.  us. 

busy  at  recruiting  stations,  companies  t^or    the    proclama,tion    see    Ricbardson,    Mes- 

n          ■                                          T    4--  ,„  ;>,  sages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  15-16;  Moore,  Re- 

were  forming,  men  were  enlisting  m  "              t,      i    •    r>   /  „   ia>; 

J-,,                                               o  Jjelhon  Record,  vol.   i.,   Docs.,  p.   185. 

favorite  regiments,  and  private  con-  jThis  total  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Regular   Army,    April    5 17,113 

•  Tvler,   iletnoir  of  Roger  B.  Taney,   pp.   640-  Proclamation   May    3 22,714 

642.  '  39,827 

t  Ihid,   pp.   646-649.  Volunteers,     Proclamation     April 

t  For  the  message  see  Richardson,  jl/essa.^es  a»</  15    (3    months) 75,000 

I'apers,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  20-31.    See  also  Nicolay  and  Proclamation   May    3 42,034 

Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  174-178.     For  '    117,034 

criticisms  of  the  opinion  see  Horace  Binney,  The 

Privilege  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  part  i.,  156,861 

p.    36;    Nicolay   and   Hay,    Life    of   Lincoln,    vol.  Regular  Navy,  March  4 7,600 

viii.,  pp.  28-31;   McPherson,  History  of   the  He-  Proclamation   May    3 18,000 

hellion,  pp.   155-162.  25,600 
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constitutional    authority,    yet    it    re- 
ceived the  approval  of  the  Nortli. 

Meanwhile  several  important  events 
had  happened  in  the  border  States. 
Governor  Magoffin,  of  Kentucky,  had 
advised  the  State  to  assume  neiatral 
ground  and  had  refused  to  furnish 
troops  to  the  National  Government 
' '  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  subduing 
her  sister  Southern  States."  When 
the  legislature  met  late  in  April,  Gov- 
ernor Magoffin,  asserting  that  the 
Union  was  dissolved,  called  upon  the 
members  to  summon  a  convention  of 
the  people  to  determine  which  side  the 
State  would  espouse.  He  also  placed 
the  State  guard  under  General  Simon 
B.  Buckner,  an  avowed  neutral,  though 
probably  a  predetermined  secession- 
ist, since  in  the  following  September 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Confed- 
erate government. 

The  situation  in  Kentucky  was  not 
reassuring  to  the  people  north  of  the 
Ohio,  Governor  Morton,  of  Indiana, 
writing  that  no  doubt  was  entertained 
of  Kentucky's  secession  and  that 
the  people  feared  the  plundering  and 
burning  of  their  towns  by  marauding 
parties  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river.*  In  a  similar  strain  General 
McClellan  wrote  that  Magoffin  was  a 
traitor,  that  Buckner  was  under  his 
influence,  making  it  necessary  to 
watch  them  both,  and  that  the  seces- 
sionists were  concentrating  at  points 
threatening  the  Northern  cities.f  The 
lower  branch  of  the  legislature  de- 


clared for  strict  neutrality,  and  on 
May  16,  1861,  approved  Magoffin's  re- 
fusal to  furnish  troops  to  the  Presi- 
dent.* A  "  home  guard  "  was  au- 
thorized, also,  as  an  offset  to  Buck- 
ner's  "  State  guard,"  and  the  pri- 
vates and  officers  of  both  organiza- 
tions were  required  to  swear  allegiance 
to  both  State  and  Union.  No  arms  or 
ammunition  could  be  used  against  the 
United  States  nor  the  Confederate 
States  unless  to  protect  Kentucky 
against  invasion.! 

President  Lincoln  was  seriously 
concerned  over  the  attitude  of  Ken- 
tucky. Though  officially  the  State  had 
refused  him  troops,  Lincoln  had  re- 
ceived from  private  sources  assur- 
ances that  many  Kentuckians  were 
ready  to  fight  for  the  LTnion.  Accord- 
ingly, on  May  7,  he  commissioned 
Major  Robert  Anderson,  who  was  a 
Kentuckian,  ' '  to  receive  into  the 
army  of  the  United  States  as  many 
regiments  of  volunteer  troops  from 
the  State  of  Kentucky  and  from  the 
Western  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia 
as  shall  be  willing  to  engage  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  "J  Lin- 
coln sent  also  two  intimate  friends, 
Joshua  S.  Speed  and  William  Nelson, 
a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  navy, 
to  Kentucky  to  Avork  up  Union  senti- 
ment.    Thus  encouraged,  the  Union- 


*  Official  Records,  series  iii.,  vol.  i.,  pp.  152. 
jihid.  pp.  211-212. 


*  Slialer,   History   of  Kentucky,   pp.   242-246. 

■(•Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
p.  234;  Shaler,  History  of  Kentucky,  pp.  246-247; 
Tliomas  Speed,  The  Union  Cause  in  Kentucky 
(1007). 

%  Official  Records,  series  iii.,  vol.  i.,  p.  191, 
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ists  began   the   formation   of  Union 
clubs  and  home  guards. 

When  the  Kentucky  legishiture  ad- 
journed on  May  24  the  issue  was 
transferred  to  the  people,  and  the  con- 
test took  a  doul)le  form :  First,  an  ap- 
peal to  the  ballot  box  and,  second,  a 
show  of  military  force.  In  the  elec- 
tion held  on  June  20  the  Unionists 
gained  a  decisive  victory,  nine  out  of 
ten  anti-secession  Congressmen  being- 
elected,  while  the  Union  majority  in 
the  State  was  54,670.*  At  the  gen- 
eral election  of  August  5  the  Union 
men  secured  a  majority  of  three- 
fourths  in  each  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature.! Knowing  their  strength 
throughout  the  State,  the  Union  men 
were  aroused  to  greater  efforts,  with 
the  result  that  Nelson  recruited  four 
regiments  from  central  Kentucky, 
and  after  the  August  election  assem- 
bled them  at  Camp  Dick  Robinson  be- 
tween Danville  and  Lexington.  This 
was  denounced  by  Governor  Magoffin 
as  a  violation  of  the  neutraUty  of  the 
State  and,  on  August  19,  he  wrote  to 
Lincoln  urging  the  removal  of  the 
troops  from  the  limits  of  Kentucky. 
Five  days  later  Lincoln  replied,  refus- 
ing to  accede  to  the  governor's  de- 
mands, f  Magoffin  addressed  Jeffer- 
son Davis  also,  requesting  that  he  re- 
move the  Confederate  troops  from  the 
State,  but  Davis  repHed  that  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  seize  upon  im- 

*  Shaler,  History  of  Kentucky,  p.  247. 
t  Ihid. 

X  See  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  241-242. 


portant  strategical  points  to  prevent 
their  occupation  by  Union  forces. 

The  legislature  was  not  disposed  to 
favor  Magoffin's  views  and,  on  Sep- 
tember 18,  resolved  that  the  Confeder- 
ate troops  which  had  entered  the  State 
should  be  expelled  by  the  State  troops, 
that  aid  should  be  asked  from  the 
United  States,  and  that  Major  Ander- 
son should  be  requested  to  enter  upon 
his  command  immediately.*  The  Con- 
federates had  already  seized  upon  and 
fortified  Hickman  and  Chalk  Bluffs 
and  when  Grant,  on  September  6, 
marched  a  force  from  Cairo  to  Pa- 
ducah,  he  found  that  place  also  pre- 
pared to  receive  a  Confederate  force. 
Accordingly  he  issued  a  proclamation 
stating  that  it  was  his  business  to  deal 
with  armed  rel)ellion  and  that  he 
would  interfere  with  nothing  else. 
Some  days  before,  the  Confederate 
general,  Felix  K.  Zollicotfer,  had 
seizt-d  upon  Cumberland  Gap  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  State,  on  a  plea 
of  military  necessity  and  on  Septem- 
ber 7  General  (Bishop)  Leonidas  Polk 
occupied  Columbus.  On  September  20 
Anderson  assumed  command  of  the 
district  allotted  him,  and  called  for 
Union  volunteers  to  drive  out  the  in- 
vaders. Zollicoffer  advanced  to  Bar- 
boursville  and  captured  a  Union  camp. 
A  month  later,  October  21,  he  attacked 
Camp  Wild  Cat,  but  was  repulsed  with 
severe  loss  by  General  Albin  Schoepf. 
In  eastern  Kentucky  a  Confederate 
force  had  been  gathered  under  Col- 
onel John  S.  WilUams.      On  Novem- 


Shaler,   Kentucky,   pp.  251-253. 
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ber  8   General  Nelson  who  had  ad- 
vanced  against   him   with   two   Ohio 
and  detachments  of  several  Kentucky 
regiments  encountered  at  Ivy  Creek 
a  strong  detachment  thrown  forward 
by  Williams.     After  a  well  contested 
engagement     Williams    was     forced 
from  his  position  and  retired  through 
Pound   Gap  into   Virginia.      Nelson, 
with  his  Ohio  regiments,  was  then  or- 
dered to  join  the  column  in  front  of 
Louisville,  where  he  was  assigned  to 
command  the  4th  division.*     Mean- 
while,   tinding   his    health   much   im- 
paired by  his  exertions.  General  An- 
derson had  resigned,  and  in  October 
General,  W.  T.  Sherman  was  placed 
in  command.    Thenceforth  Kentucky 
showed  herself  to  be  heart  and  soul 
in  the  Union. 

In  March  the  Missouri  convention 
had  declared  against  secession  by  a 
heavy  majority,!  but  after  the  fall  of 
Sumter  and  the  President's  call  for 
troops  many  Missourians  favored  an 
espousal  of  the  Confederate  cause. 
Southern  SAinpathy  found  a  head  in 
Governor  Jackson.  He  endeavored 
to  gain  possession  of  the.  St.  Louis 
arsenal,  but  as  suspicion  had  been 
aroused  the  commandant  was  changed 
and  the  garrison  largely  increased,  so 
that  on  the  day  the  convention  decided 
against  secession  there  were  over  400 
men  behind  the  arsenal  walls.!  Fran- 
cis   P.    Blair,   Jr.,    brother    of   Post- 

*  Century  Company,  Battles  and  Leaders  of  the 
Cinil  War,  vol.  i.,  pp.  383-384. 
t  Carr,  Missouri,  pp.  286-200. 
tibid,  p.  294. 


master-General  Montgomery-  Blair, 
obtained  command  of  the  arsenal  for 
Captain  Nathaniel  Lyon.  Upon  as- 
suming command  of  the  department 
in  the  absence  of  General  William  S. 
Harney,  who  had  been  called  to  Wash- 
ington, Lyon  was  directed  to  muster 
in  and  arm  four  Missouri  regiments 
of  volunteers  and  to  send  all  extra 
arms  to  Springfield,  lUinois.  These 
orders  were  issued  on  April  20  and 
St.  Louis  was  soon  in  a  state  of  high 
excitement.  The  antagonism  grew 
into  armed  organizations,  the  Union 
volunteers  being  mustered,  armed  and 
drilled  at  the  arsenal,  while  Governor 
Jackson  recruited  volunteers  at  a 
camp  at  Lindell's  Grove,  christened 
Camp  Jackson  in  his  honor,  and  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  D.  M. 
Frost.* 

On  the  night  of  May  8  some  cannon, 
a  large  supply  of  ammunition  and  sev- 
eral hundred  muskets  brought  from 
the  arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisi- 
ana, arrived  at  Camp  Jackson,  but 
Captain  Lyon  had  received  informa- 
tion of  this  and  determined  to  move 
immediately  against  the  camp,  for  he 
feared  that  a  longer  delay  might  en- 
able the  camp  to  assume  proportions 
so  formidable  as  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  State. i  At  2  o'clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  May  10  with  a  strong 
battalion  of  regulars,  four  regiments 
of  Missouri  volunteers,  and  two  regi- 
ments of  home  guards  with  six  pieces 

'  Carr,  Missouri,   pp.   300-301. 

t:  Ibid,  p.  303.  See  also  James  Peckliam,  Gen- 
eral Nathaniel  Lyon  and  Missouri  in  1S61;  Wood- 
•ward,   Life  of  Nathaniel  Lyon. 
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of  artillery  Lyon  marched  against 
Camp  Jackson,  gaining  commanding 
positions  surrounding  the  camp  and 
planting  his  batteries  ready  for  ac- 
tion. On  perceiving  this  movement 
Frost  sent  a  note  to  Lyon  denying 
that  he  or  Ms  command  or  any  other 
of  the  State  forces  contemplated  ac- 
tion hostile  to  the  United  States,*  but 
Lyon  refused  to  receive  Frost's  letter 
and  sent  a  written  demand  for  the 
immediate  surrender  of  Camp  Jack- 
son, "  with  no  other  conditions  than 
that  all  persons  surrendering  under 
this  demand  shall  be  humanely  and 
kindl}^  treated."  Frost  had  no  alter- 
native and  surrendered  with  the  usual 
protest.  A  large  amount  of  ammu- 
nition, together  with  20  cannon  and 
1,200  new  rifles,  were  captured.  The 
troops  then  prepared  to  march  the 
prisoners  to  the  arsenal  for  parole 
but  on  the  return  were  mobbed  and 
grossly  insulted  by  the  people  of  the 
city  until  someone  fired  a  shot  and  a 
general  melee  ensued.  The  troops 
fired  a  return  volley  killing  several 
citizens  and  wounding  many  more, 
whereupon  the  crowd  fled.f  Great 
excitement  prevailed  and  threats  of 
vengeance  were  made,  but  it  was  evi- 
dent that  Lyon  w^as  in  earnest  and  not 


*  Carr,   Missouri,   p.   304. 

f  Ibid,  p.  306.  Can-  (p.  307)  points  out  that 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  Lyon  and  his  coadjutors 
were  "  in  open,  flagrant  revolt  against  tlio  State," 
and  tliat  so  far  as  tlie  National  Government 
sanctioned  their  action,  the  capture  of  Camp 
Jackson  was  an  act  of  war  against  a  State  which 
was  as  much  a  part  of  the  Union  as  Illinois  or 
Iowa. 


to  be  trifled  with  *  On  May  1 2  Gen- 
eral Harney  returned  from  Washing- 
ton to  reassume  command.  On  his 
arrival  the  secessionists  complained 
to  him  of  the  action  of  Lyon,  and 
thinking  Lyon's  course  unwarranted 
Harney  began  to  talk  of  disbanding 
the  home  guards.  This  brought  him 
into  conflict  with  the  Union  safety 
committee  and  President  Lincoln's 
orders.  Delegations  of  influential  cit- 
izens advocating  both  sides  went  to 
"Washington,  but  after  hearing  all  the 
evidence  Lincoln  decided  to  sustain 
Lyon.  Accordingly  he  ordered  that 
Harney  be  relieved  and  that  Lyon  be 
made  a  brigadier-general  of  volun- 
teers. 

Meanwhile  the  legislature  had  con- 
vened in  special  session  at  Jefferson 
Cit}'  and,  Avhen  the  news  of  the  cap- 
ture of  Camp  Jackson  arrived,  the 
governor,  still  claiming  and  wielding 
the  executive  power  of  the  State,  sent 
a  train  to  destroy  the  telegraph  and 
to  burn  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
Osage  River.  At  night  the  legisla- 
ture met  for  business.  It  appropri- 
ated $3,000,000,  authorized  an  issue  of 
bonds,  diverted  the  school  fund,  an- 
ticipated two  years'  taxes,  made  the 
governor  a  military  dictator,  and  ap- 
pointed Sterling  Price  major-general 
commanding  the  Missouri  State 
guard,  t    These  enactments  appeared 


*  Kicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
212-215.  See  also  Peckham,  General  Nathaniel 
Jji/on  in  Missouri  in  1861;  Woodward,  Life  of 
Lyon;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  p.  265. 

fCarr,  Missouri,  pp.  308-309.  In  this  connec- 
tion see  also  Samuel  B.  Harding,  Missouri  Party 
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particularly  hostile  to  General  Har- 
ney who  on  May  14  issued  a  proclama- 
tion defending-  and  justifying  the  cap- 
ture of  Camp  Jackson.*  A  week  later 
he  entered  into  a  sort  of  truce  with 
General  Price  concluding  with  the 
words : 

"  We  do  tlK'iefore  mutually  enjoin  upon  t.lie 
people  of  the  State  to  attend  to  their  civil  Irasi- 
ness  of  whatever  sort  it  may  l>e;  and  it  is  to  be 
lioped  tliat  the  unquiet  elements  whicti  have 
threatened  so  seriously  to  disturb  the  public 
peace  may  soon  subside  and  be  remembered  only 
to  be   deplored."t 

In  spite  of  this  truce,  however, 
Union  men  in  Missouri  continued  to 
be  d liven  from  their  homes  and  mal- 
treated, and  Harney  was  informed 
that  an  invasion  was  threatened  from 
the  Arkansas  border.  Price  denied 
these  persecutions  and  stated  that,  if 
troops  entered  Missouri  from  Arkan- 
sas or  any  other  State,  he  would 
"cause  them  to  return  instanter. "| 
The  Government,  however,  still  dis- 
trusted the  professions  of  loyalty  by 
the  State  authorities  and  directed 
Harney  to  be  watchful  of  their  move- 
ments. Should  a  movement  be  made, 
hostile  to  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  whether  under  color  of  State 
authority  or  not,  Harney  was  to  put 
it  down  immediately.il  Harney  wrote 
to  the  War  Department  that  he  still 
had  confidence  in  the  loyalty,  honor 


struggles  in  the  Civil  War  Period,  in  Afintwl  lie- 
port  of  the  American  Historieal  Association  for 
1900,  vol.  i.,  pp.  85-103;  Snead,  The  Fight  for 
Missouri. 

*  Official    Records,   vol.    iii.,   pp.    371-372. 
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and  integrity  of  General  Price,* 
whereupon  the  order  previously  sent 
relieving  him  of  command,  but  which, 
on  Lincoln's  order  to  Blair,  had  been 
withheld,!  was  delivered,  and  on  June 
1  General  Lyon  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  department. t 

On  June  11,  at  St.  Louis,  Governor 
Jackson,  General  Price,  and  Thomas 
L.  Snead  had  an  interview  with  Lyon, 
Blair,  and  Major  Horace  A.  Conant, 
at  which  the  governor  proposed  that 
the  State  remain  neutral  and  that  he 
would  make  no  attempt  to  organize 
the  militia  under  the  military  bill  if 
the  home  guards  were  withdrawn  and 
a  guarantee  given  that  no  more  Fed- 
eral troops  Avould  be  stationed  in  Mis- 
souri. Lyon  immediately  rejected 
this  proposal,  asserting  that,  rather 
than  allow  Missouri  to  dictate  to  the 
National  Government,  he  would  see 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the 
State  dead  and  buried. 1|  Whereupon, 
after  his  return  to  the  capital,  the  gov- 
ernor issued  a  proclamation  calling 
for  50,000  State  militia  to  repel  Fed- 
eral invasion  and  to  protect  life,  lib- 
erty and  property  in  Missouri.  In 
issuing  this  proclamation  Jackson  ac- 
knowledged that  Missouri  was  still 
one  of  the  United  States  and  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  bound  to  obey  the  Govern- 
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ment,  but  asserted  that  allegiance  was 
due  first  to  the  State.* 

Tills  announcement  of  active  hos- 
tility did  not  take  Lyon  by  surprise. 
On  June  13  he  embarked  one  of  his  reg- 
ular batteries  and  several  battalions 
of  Missouri  volunteers,  steamed  up  to 
Jeflferson  City  where  he  arrived  June 
15,  and  took  possession  of  the  town 
without  resistance, t  Jackson  and  his 
adherents,  having  retreated  some  40 
miles  above  to  Booneville,  cutting  off 
the  telegraph  and  destrojdng  the  rail- 
road bridges  along  the  route.     Leav- 
ing a  small  guard  at  the  capital,  Lyon 
followed  Jackson,  reached  Booneville 
on  the  17th,  landed  without  difficulty 
and,   after  a   spirited  skirmish,  dis- 
persed the  hostile  forces.^    The  loyal 
State  government  was  soon  regularly 
restored.     The  State  convention  met 
at  Jefferson  City  on  July  22  and  took 
up  the  task  of  reconstructing  the  dis- 
organized machinery  of  civil  adminis- 
tration.     The  State  offices  were  de- 
clared vacant,  new  elections  were  pro- 
vided for,  and  on  July  31  a  provisional 
government  was  inaugurated  with  St. 
Louis  as  the  official  headquarters  and 
Hamilton  R.  Gamble,  a  conservative 
Union  man,  as  governor.    Though  this 
did  not  end  the  fight  in  Missouri,  yet 
she  remained  throughout  the  entire 
w^ar,  both  in  form  and  in  substance,  on 
the  side  of  the  North.  1| 
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Meanwhile,    on    February   1,    at   a 
special    session    of    the    legislature, 
Texas  passed  an  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion  which  Avas   adopted  on   Febru- 
ary   23    by    nearly    25,000    majority. 
Brigadier-General  David  E.  Twggs 
had  assumed  command  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Texas,  but,  sympathizing  with 
the  secession  movement,  asked  to  be 
relieved,  and  on  January  28  Colonel 
C.  A.  Waite  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  department.*     Five  companies 
of  artillery  stationed  along  the  Rio 
Grande  were  withdrawn  by  sea  and 
sent  to  Fort  Jefferson  at  Tortugas, 
to  Fort  Taylor,  at  Key  West,  and  to 
Washington. t     On  February  15  Scott 
ordered  Waite,  in  the  event  of  Texas 
seceding,   to   march   his   entire   com- 
mand to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas; 
preliminary  thereto,  however,  Waite 
was  to  concentrate  troops  in  sufficient 
bodies  to  protect  their  march  out  of 
the  State.:    Before  this  order  arrived, 
a  force  of  secessionists  under  Ben- 
jamin   McCulloch    marched    on    San 
Antonio  and  took  possession  of  the 
arsenal  and  public  store  houses.  Com- 
missioners had  been  appointed  by  the 
State  convention  to  treat  with  Gen- 
eral   Twiggs    regarding    the    public 
property  in  the  State,  but  after  the 
occupation    of    San    Antonio    a   per- 
emptory demand  was  sent  to  Twdggs 
to  surrender  all  military  posts  and 
public  property.     As  he  had  insuffi- 
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cient  troops  to  offer  successful  resist- 
ance, the  transfer  Avas  formally  made  * 
On  March  4,  after  the  result  of  the 
election  regarding  secession  had  be- 
come known,  Texas  was  declared  to  he 
free  and  independent,  and  on  March  5 
the  Confederate  States  constitution 
was  ratified.  Governor  Samuel  Hous- 
ton refused  to  adhere  to  these  enact- 
ments, and  in  a  letter  to  the  Confed- 
erate Secretary  of  War  resented,  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  Texas,  "  the 
course  pursued  in  annexing  them  to  a 
new  government  without  their  knowl- 
edge or  consent."!  Nevertheless  the 
convention  refused  to  be  set  aside, 
passed  an  ordinance  requiring  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States 
and,  when  Houston  refused  to  take  the 
prescribed  oath,  placed  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Edward  Clark  in  power.  J 
About  two  Aveeks  later  (April  1)  or- 
ders from  General  Scott  were  received 
by  Colonel  Waite  directing  him  to 
form  a  strongly  intrenched  camp  at 
some  suitable  point  convenient  to  In- 
dianola  where  he  was  to  remain  until 
the  question  of  secession  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  people  and,  in  case  of 
conflict,  to  give  aid  and  support  to 
Houston.ll  But  if  there  should  be  no 
substantial  Union  party  in  the  State 
ready  to  defend  the  Federal  authority 
by  force  of  arms,  Waite  might  evacu- 


ate the  State.  Accordingly,  as  Hous- 
ton declined  the  assistance  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  protested  against  the 
concentration  of  troops  or  fortifica- 
tions in  Texas,*  AVaite  began  the 
evacuation.  The  greater  part  of  the 
troops  got  away  safely,  but  before  the 
detachment  at  Indianola  could  put  to 
sea,  Earl  Van  Dorn  appeared  in  over- 
whelming force  and  compelled  their 
surrender,  later  allowing  them  to  pro- 
ceed North  on  parole. t  At  about  the 
same  time  Colonel  Waite  and  his  staff 
at  San  Antonio  were  made  prisoners,! 
and  another  detachment  was  captured 
at  San  Lucas  Springs.]]  Thus,  by  the 
middle  of  May,  Texas  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Confederate  government.! 

Meanwhile,  on  April  29,  the  Con- 
federate Congress  met  at  Montgom- 
ery. In  his  address  Davis  made  an 
elaborate  apology  for  secession.  On 
the  6th  of  May  an  act  was  passed 
recognizing  the  existence  of  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Con- 
federate States  and  authorizing  Davis 
to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal. 
A  loan  of  $50,000,000  was  authorized 
which  might  be  raised  by  the  sale  of 
8  per  cent.  20-year  bonds,  or  $20,000,- 
000  of  it  might  be  obtained  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  without  inter- 
est, which  notes  should  be  receivable 
for  all  debts  and  taxes  due  the  Con- 
federate States  with  the  exception  of 
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the  export  duty  on  cotton.  All  per- 
sons were  forbidden  to  pay  their  debts 
to  individuals  or  corporations  in  the 
United  States  except  in  Delaware, 
Maryland,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  but  they 
were  authorized  to  pay  the  amount 
of  their  indebtedness  into  the  Confed- 
erate States  Treasury  for  which  a 
Treasurer's  receipt  was  to  be  given, 
redeemable  at  the  restoration  of  peace. 
The  exportation  of  cotton  Avas  pro- 
hibited save  through  the  seaports. 
After  Lincoln  had  proclaimed  an  in- 
crease of  the  Union  forces,  Davis  was 
authorized  also  to  accept  without  limit 
volunteers  to  serve  during  the  war. 
At  this  session  of  the  Confederate 
Congress  also  Viriginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee  and  Arkansas  were 
admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and 
Richmond  was  designated  as  the  capi- 
tal of  the  new  government.*  The 
Congress  then  adjourned  to  meet  on 
July  20  at  Richmond. 

Thus  23  States  of  the  Union  and 
11  States  of  the  Confederacj^  were 
arrayed  against  each  other.  The 
Union  States,  according  to  the  census 
of  1860,  contained  about  22,000,000 
people  against  9,000,000  in  the  Con- 
federate States,  while  of  the  latter 
3,500,000  were  slaves.  The  Union  had 
much  greater  wealth,  possessed  the 
money  market,  and  could  borrow  with 
greater  ease  than  the  South.  The 
Confederacy  was  chiefly  devoted  to 
agriculture  and  dependent  upon  Eu- 


rope and  the  North  for  every^thing 
but  bread  and  meat.  The  North  pos- 
sessed most  of  the  manufactories,  and 
in  its  armies  were  mechanics  of  all 
lands  and  men  accustomed  to  business 
system,  while  the  Southern  army, 
though  containing  splendid  fighters  of 
rare  courage,  was  composed  chiefly  of 
gentlemen  and  poor  whites  having  lit- 
tle knowledge  of  the  mechanical  arts 
as  compared  with  the  men  of  the 
North.  Furthermore,  the  North  pos- 
sessed the  regular  army  and  navy  and 
all  the  machinery  of  government. 
The  ministers  from  foreign  countries 
were  accredited  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  archives  of  what  had  been  the 
common  government  were  also  in  the 
possession  of  the  United  States.* 
Many  at  the  South  believed  or  pre- 
tended to  believe  that,  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, the  North  would  not  fight,  but 
that  the  Democrats  and  Conservatives 
would  oi>pose  the  invasion  of  the 
seceding  States  and  so  hamper  the 
dominant  party  that  it  would  be  un- 
able to  consummate  its  designs.  All 
held  the  opinion  that  the  stand  of  the 
North  was  unconstitutional  and  un- 
just, and  hence  were  united  in  resist- 
ing encroachments  upon  their  rights. 
Though  they  knew  the  immense  pre- 
ponderance of  the  North  in  wealth 
and  men,  they  were  by  no  means  dis- 
mayed. Tyler  wrote,  "  The  numbers 
opposed  to  us  are  immense,  but  12,000 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  306:  Nieo- 
lay  and  Ilay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p.  263. 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  397-308. 
See  also  Greeley,  American  Conflict,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
408-516,  and  the  article  by  A.  B.  Hart  in  Neio 
Enyland  Magazine    (November,   1801). 


40 


COMPAILVTnK  STKE.XGTH  OF  THE  XOiriH  AXD  SOITII. 


Grecians  conquered  the  whole  power 
of  Xerxes  at  Marathon,  and  onr 
fathers,  a  mere  handful,  overcame  the 
enormous  power  of  Great  Britain."* 
On  the  other  hand,  a  tremendous  task 
confronted  the  North.  From  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  the  North  had  to  con- 
duct an  offensive  warfare  and  hence 
the  fighting-  must  be  on  Soutliern  soil. 
For  such  a  task  the  odds  in  favor  of 
the  North  were  none  too  great  and,  as 
the  result  showed,  had  they  been  less, 
the  North  might  have  failed. 

In  warlike  materials  the  South  was 
at  a  disadvantage.  She  had  about 
145,000  muskets  and  19,000  rifles, 
whereas  the  Union  forces  had  more 
than  400,000  muskets  and  over  30,000 
rifles.  The  North  possessed  numer- 
ous private  establishments  for  the 
manufacture  of  warlike  implements, 
whereas  the  South  was  compelled  to 
erect  these  after  the  war  stai'ted.  In 
powder  and  facilities  for  making  it, 
the  same  disadvantage  appeared.  To 
offset  these  disadvantages,  however, 
the  Confederates  had  secured  the  ad- 
herence of  Robert  E.  Lee,  probably 
one  of  the  greatest  generals  the  world 
has  ever  seen,  not  only  in  his  military 
capacity  but  in  liis  private  character. 

As  Lincoln  in  his  proclamation  of 
April  15  had  allowed  the  insurgents 
20  days  in  which  to  disperse,  no  for- 
ward movement  could  take  place  until 
the  end  of  that  time.  Geographical 
position  necessitated  the  advance  into 
Virginia,  but  at  the  expiration  of  the 
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time  allowed  by  the  proclamation  the 
people  of  Mrginia  had  not  voted  on 
secession.  Accordingly,  it  was  de- 
cided best  not  to  push  matters  in  that 
section.  On  May  23,  however,  when 
the  people  voted  in  favor  of  secession 
and  Virginia  became  one  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  an  advance  into  Vir- 
ginia was  entirely  proper.  On  May  17, 
in  planning  a  decisive  fall  and  winter 
campaign,  General  Scott  wrote  to 
Cameron  that,  after  the  safety  of  the 
capital  had  been  insured,  seven  or 
eight  regiments  should  occupy  and 
fortify  Arlington  Heights,  after  which 
an  expedition  could  be  sent  to  Har- 
per's Ferry.*  Tliis  movement  was 
intrusted  to  Colonel  J.  K.  F.  Mans- 
field. On  the  night  of  May  23-24 
the  Union  forces  under  Mansfield 
crossed  the  Potomac  and  took  posses- 
sion of  Arlington  Heights,  the  capture 
of  Alexandria  and  its  garrison  form- 
ing part  of  the  projected  work.  The 
1st  Michigan  regiment  was  to  attack 
the  city  in  the  rear,  while  the  11th  New 
York  regiment  under  E.  E.  Ellsworth 
was  to  be  landed  on  the  Alexandria 
wharves.  The  Confederate  commander 
had  his  infantry  under  arms  and,  just 
as  the  Union  forces  entered  the  city, 
hurried  his  detachment  to  a  waiting 
train  of  cars,  thus  making  his  escape. 
A  small  troop  of  cavalry,  however, 
ordered  to  aw^ait  further  movements, 
was  easily  captured.  Ellsworth  led 
his  regiment  into  the  place  and,  after 
posting  it  in  a  position  to  prevent  sur- 
prise, noticed  the  'Confederate  flag  fly- 
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ing  over  the  i)riiiei)jal  liotcl,  the  Mar- 
shall HousL'.  Though  accompanied 
by  only  three  or  four  soldiers,  Ells- 
worth, with  more  enthusiasm  than 
discretion,  rushed  into  the  house, 
mounted  to  the  roof,  cut  the  halyards 
and  started  down  the  stairs  Avith  a 
soldier  preceding  and  another  follow- 
ing him.  As  he  was  about  to  pass  the 
doorway  the  proprietor  of  the  house 
sprang  from  concealment  and  dis- 
charged the  contents  of  a  double  bar- 
rel shotgun  full  in  the  colonel 's  heart. 
As  Ellsworth  fell  dead,  one  of  Ms 
companions  killed  the  assassin.  This 
created  a  profound  sensation  in  the 
North,  while  on  the  other  hand  the 
Southern  press  lauded  the  deed.* 

After  the  occupation  of  Arlington 
Heights  and  Alexandria,  Scott  turned 
Ids  attention  to  Harper's  Ferry.  The 
command  of  the  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers assigned  to  the  campaign  against 
this  post  was  given  to  General  Robert 
Patterson.  At  this  time  there  were 
about  7,(100  Confederates  of  all  arms 
at  Harper's  Ferry, f  whereas  Patter- 
son had  more  than  17  regiments.  Pat- 
terson reached  Williamsport  about 
June  15,  only  to  find  that  the  Confed- 
erates had  destroyed  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Potomac,  abandoned 
their  heavy  guns,  and  retreated  above 
Winchester,  tearing  up  the  tracks  of 
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the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  as 
they  went.*  The  retreat  of  the  Con- 
federates seems  to  have  satisfied  Pat- 
terson who  designed  no  pursuit,  simply 
proposing  to  hold  and  fortify  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  open  the  railroad  to 
the  West.f  Several  other  skirmishes 
took  place  at  different  points  in  Vir- 
ginia. The  Confederate  earthworks 
near  Fortress  Monroe  were  shelled ;  a 
battery  on  the  Potomac  near  Aquia 
Creek  was  bombarded  with  no  very  de- 
cided effect ;  and  on  June  1  Lieutenant 
Charles  H.  Tompkins  with  a  company 
of  cavalry  made  a  bold  dash  into  Fair- 
fax Court  House  and  defeated  a  de- 
tachment of  Confederates  found  there. 
At  Romne}^  a  severe  engagement  oc- 
curred. This  place  was  important  as 
an  outpost  of  the  Union  troops  guard- 
ing the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  also  as  a  base  for  operations  up 
the  valley  of  the  south  branch  of  the 
Potomac.  It  was  held,  early  in  June 
of  1861,  by  Colonel  Angus  McDonald, 
mth  about  500  Virginia  troops  and 
two  guns.  On  the  night  of  June  12 
Colonel  Lewis  Wallace,  with  800  men 
of  the  11th  Indiana  regiment,  went 
by  rail  from  Cumberland  to  New 
Creek  Station,  and,  marching  across 
the  mountains,  attacked  and  routed 
McDonald  on  the  13th,  on  the  same 
day  starting  to  return.  Information 
of  Wallace's  movement  reached  Gen- 
eral J.  E.  Johnston,  commanding  the 
Confederate  forces  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
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on  the  morning  of  the  l-ith,  and  sup- 
posing it  to  be  the  advance  of  General 
McClellan's  cokimn  from  West  Vir- 
ginia to  cooperate  with  General  Pat- 
terson, who  was  threatening  to  cross 
the  Potomac  at  Williamsport,  John- 
ston ordered  Colonel  A.  P.  Hill,  mth 
three  regiments,  to  march  on  Eomney, 
45  miles  west,  drive  out  "Wallace,  and 
destroy  the  bridges  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  west  of  Cumber- 
land. Hill  reached  Eomney,  but  Wal- 
lace had  fallen  back  to  Cumberland. 
The  night  of  the  18th  ITill  sent  Colonel, 
Vaughn,  with  four  companies  of  in- 
fantry, to  destroy  the  bridge  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  over 
New  Creek,  guarded  by  about  200 
local  militia  and  two  guns.  A'aughn 
crossed  the  north  branch  of  the  Poto- 
mac, beyond  which  the  Union  troops 
had  taken  position,  and  put  them  to 
flight,  captured  the  two  guns  and  a  set 
of  colors,  burned  the  bridge  over  the 
mouth  of  New  Creek,  and  then  pushed 
on  to  Piedmont,  five  miles  westward, 
destroyed  parts  of  the  railroad, 
cut  the  telegraph  wires,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Winchester.  Later,  the  po- 
sition at  New  Creek  was  fortified  and 
garrisoned  to  protect  the  railroad 
bridge.* 

Meanwhile  the  Confederates  had 
strongly  intrenched  themselves  at  Big 
Bethel  where  they  had  established  a 
battery.  Accordingly  a  secret  expe- 
dition under  General  Butler  was  sent 
to  drive  them  out.  Late  on  the  night 
of  June  9  the  Federal  advance  guard 


under  General  E.  W.  Peirce  reached 
Little  Bethel,  a  few  miles  from  Big 
Bethel,  and  made  prisoners  of  the 
pickets.  Everything  promised  suc- 
cess, but  unhappily  the  main  body  of 
Federal  troops  consisting  of  two  regi- 
ments, which  had  taken  a  different 
route,  came  upon  their  own  advance 
guard  and,  mistaking  them  for  ene- 
mies, fired  into  them  with  both  cannon 
and  musketry,  killing  2  and  wound- 
ing 19.  This  gave  warning  to  the 
Confederates  who  lost  no  time  in  pre-  j 
paring  a  defence.  Hence  the  expedi- 
tion i^roved  a  failure  and,  after  an 
hour  of  purposeless  manoeuvering,  the 
order  was  given  to  retreat.  The 
Union  forces  sustained  a  loss  of  18 
killed  and  53  wounded.* 

When  ^"irginia,  on  May  23,  voted 
on  the  ordinance  of  secession,  a  heavy 
majority  was  registered  in  western 
and  northwestern  Virginia  against  it, 
thus  evidencing  the  wish  of  the  people 
in  those  sections  to  adhere  to  the 
Union. t  On  April  22,  before  the  elec- 
tion was  held,  a  meeting  had  taken 
place  at  Clarksburg,  Harrison  County, 
at  which  the  initial  step  was  taken  to 
separate  the  eastern  and  Avestern 
parts  of  the  State.  Delegates  were 
chosen  from  the  various  counties  west 
of  the  Alleghanies,  and  on  May  13,  at 
a  convention  at  Wheeling,  resolutions 


*  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  p.  76. 


*  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
p]).  319-.320;  tilt'  biography  of  General  Peiree  in 
National  Cyclopccdia-  of  American  Biography,  vol. 
xiii.,  p.  106;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
148-151;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii., 
pp.   134-141,  and  vol.  iv.,  pp.   17-20. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  387. 
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were  passed  condemning  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession  as  nnconstitutional, 
null  and  void,  and  declaring  the  an- 
nexation to  the  Southern  Confederacy 
"  a  plain  and  palpable  violation  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  and  utterly 
subversive  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  good  people  thereof."  At  the 
same  time  provision  was  made  for  a 
convention  of  the  joeople  to  be  held  at 
Wheeling  on  June  11  in  case  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession  should  be  ratified 
as  Avas  proposed  on  May  23.  On 
June  11  representatives  of  40  conn- 
ties  assembled  at  Wheeling  and  took 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.  On  the 
19th  an  ordinance  was  adopted  creat- 
ing a  provisional  State  government, 
and  Francis  H.  Pierpont  was  ap- 
pointed governor.  On  July  22  the 
newly  chosen  legislature  met,  the  new 
government  was  recognized  by  the 
President,  two  Senators  were  chosen 
to  take  the  place  of  those  wlio  had 
resigned,  and  various  other  acts  were 
passed.* 

Meanwhile  Governor  Letcher  had 
called  out  the  militia  of  West  Virginia 
and  ordered  officers  to  protect  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and 
guard  the  frontier  of  the  State 
against  invasion  by  way  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania.  The  principal  officer 
assigned  to  this  duty  was  Colonel 
George  A.  Porterfield,  Avho,  on  May  4, 
was  ordered  by  General  R.  E.  Lee  to 
Grafton   to   call   out  the  militia   and 


*  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
i.,  pp.   365-384. 
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enroll  volunteers  to  protect  the  rail- 
road and  encourage   secession  senti- 
ment.    When  informed  of  this,  Gen- 
eral  George   B.   McClellan,   in   com- 
mand   of   the    Union    department    of 
the    Ohio,   including  West   Virginia, 
ordered   his   troops   to  move   to   the 
Ohio,  and  four  regiments  were  crossed 
on  the  27th,  reaching  Grafton  on  the 
30th.    Porterfield  abandoned  Grafton 
on  the  28th,  retreating  15  miles  south 
to  Phihppi,  in  Tygart's  River  Valley. 
General  T.  A.  Morris,  with  a  brigade 
of  Indiana  troops,  arrived  at  Grafton 
on  June  1,  and  was  given  command  of 
the  Union  troops  in  West  Virginia. 
Upon  his  arrival  he  found  that  Colo- 
nel B.  F.  Kelley,  1st  Virginia  (Union) 
regiment,    under    instructions    from 
McClellan,  had  planned  an  expedition 
to  surprise  and  capture  Porterfield. 
Morris  enlarged  it  by  sending  another 
column,  under  Colonel  Dumont,  of  the 
7th  Indiana,  to  cooperate  with  Kelley. 
Kelley  had  about  1,500  men  of  the  1st 
Virginia,  9th  Indiana,  and  16th  Ohio, 
and  Dumont,  the  7th  Indiana,  part  of 
the  6th,  14th  Ohio  and  two  guns  of 
Barnett's  Ohio  artillery.     Both  col- 
umns  made    a    night   march,    Kelley 
starting  from  Thornton  and  Dumont 
from    Webster,    and    converging    on 
Philippi,  which  was  to  be   attacked 
about  4  A.   M.   on  June  3.     Dumont 
reached  the  hills  overlooking  Philippi 
soon  after  the  appointed  time,  and, 
without  waiting  for  Kelley,  opened  fire 
with  his  artillery  upon  Porterfield 's 
camp,  taking  it  by  surprise,  in  the 
midst  of  which  Kelley  came  in  from 
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the    other    direction,    but    not    soon 
enough  to  intercept  the  Confederate 
retreat.     Though    surprised,   Porter- 
field,   by  his   coohiess,  courage,   and 
energy,  got  his  men  off  with  but  few 
casualties,  and  the  loss  of  some  pub- 
lic stores  and  private  baggage,  and 
retreated  in  good  order  to  Beverly, 
some    30    miles    southeast,    a)id    the 
Union      troops      occupied      Philippi. 
Colonel  Kelley  was  the  only  person 
wounded  on  the  Union  side,  and  only 
three   Confederates   were   wounded.* 
After    this    reverse    General    Lee 
ordered  General  Henry  A.  Wise  to  the 
Kanawha  Valley  and  General  Robert 
S.    Garnett    to    the    Cheat   Mountain 
region,  the  latter  to  relieve  Porter- 
field,  recover  lost  ground,  and  secure 
control   of   the   Baltimore   and   Ohio 
Railroad.    Ascertaining  that  Garnett 
had  taken  post  at  Laurel  Hill  near 
Beverly,    McClellan     determined    to 
drive  him  out.    The  long  turnpike  lay 
through  the  Alleghanies  from  Staun- 
ton to  the  Ohio  branches  at  Beverly 
in  the   Cheat  River  valley,  one  line 
going  to  Buckhannon  through  a  pass 
over  Rich  Mountain  and  the  other  to 
Philippi  through  a  pass  in  the  same 
range    17    miles    toward    the    North, 
which  is  named  Laurel  Hill.    Arriving 
toward  the  end  of  June,  Garnett  estab- 
lished  Lieutenant-Colonel    John    Pe- 
gram  in  the  pass  at  Rich  Mountain 
with  a  regiment  and  4  guns,  while  he 
took  post  at  Laurel  Hill  with  three  or 


four  regiments,  leaving  a  small  detach- 
ment at  Beverly.  Early  in  July  Mc- 
Clellan sent  Brigadier-General  T.  A. 
Morris  with  about  4,000  men  to 
Philippi  to  confront  Garnett  at  Laurel 
Hill  and  threaten  a  main  attack,  while 
he  himself  moved  with  seven  regi- 
ments from  Clarksburg  liy  Avay  of 
Buckhannon    so    as    to    attack    the 
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*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  126-128; 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  ii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp. 
14-16:    vol.   iii.,   pp.   43-4,5. 


enemy's  left  at  Rich  Mountain.  The 
column  under  McClellan  consisted  of 
10,000  men  with  12  guns,  and  was 
organized  into  three  brigades  under 
General  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  N.  Schleich, 
and  Colonel  R.  L.  McCook.  On  July  6 
Morris  was  ordered  to  march  his 
brigade  from  Philippi  to  within  a  mile 
and  a  half  of  Garnett 's  position  at 
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Laurel  Hill  and,  on  the  9tli,  McClellan 
had  three  brigades  of  his  own  column 
at  Roaring  Creek,  two  miles  from  the 
position  occupied  by  Colonel  Pegram. 
It  was   arranged  that   early   on  the 
morning  of  the  llth  Rosecrans  with 
1,900  men   should   gain   the    road  in 
Pegram 's  rear,  march  down  it  and 
attack,  and  that  at  the  sound  of  the 
engagement    in    the    rear    McClellan 
would  attack  in  front.*    After  a  very 
hard   march    through    a    rain    storm 
Rosecrans    came    upon    the    enemy's 
skirmishers.  Pegram  had  been  warned 
of  danger  to  his  rear  and  during  the 
morning  had  sent  two  detacinnents  to 
Hart's  Farm  at  the   summit  of  the 
mountain  with  Major  J.  A.  DeLagnel 
in  command  of  310  men  and  one  gun. 
Rosecrans  was  repulsed  at  first,  but 
after  a  sharp  engagement  of  nearly 
two    hours    drove    the    Confederates 
from  their  position  just  as  Pegram 
was  approaching  with  reinforcements 
and  another  gun.    A  part  of  the  rein- 
forcements became  involved  in  the  de- 
feat and  Rosecrans  captured  21  pris- 
oners, two  brass  6-pounder9  and  50 
stand  of  arms,  vntli  a  loss  to  himself 
of  12  killed  and  49  wounded,  t     The 
noise    of   the    engagement   had   been 
heard  by  McClellan  who  prepared  for 
an  attack  in  the  front,  but  the  long 
continuance  of  the   artillery  fire   on 
the  mountain  and  the  cheering  in  Pe- 
gram's  camp  convinced  him  that  Rose- 
crans had  been  defeated.     Hence  he 


did  not  make  the  attack,  but  at  night 
withdrew  his  troops  beyond  Roaring 
Creek.  At  the  same  time,  finding  him- 
self caught  between  hostile  forces, 
Pegram  abandoned  his  camp  and 
marched  northwest  along  the  moun- 
tain to  join  Garnett  at  Laurel  Hill. 
At  daybreak  of  the  12th  Rosecrans 
entered  Pegram 's  abandoned  camp, 
took  two  more  guns,  and  then  sent 
word  to  McClellan  of  his  success. 

The  forces  engaged  with  Rosecrans 
on  the  mountain  top  succeeded  in  pass- 
ing around  his  right  during  the  night 
to  Beverly  where  they  were  joined  by 
the  44th  'S^irginia,  and  the  retreat  was 
continued  through  Huttonsville  and 
across  Cheat  Mountain  to  Greenbrier 
River  and  then  to  Monterey.  Pegram 
had  abandoned  his  works  intending 
to  follow  liis  detachment  to  Beverly, 
but  in  the  darkness  his  column  was 
broken  up  and  only  a  part  reached 
that  place.  Pegram  led  the  remainder 
to  join  Garnett,  marching  all  day  of 
the  12th  and  halting  at  night  in  the 
valley  six  miles  north  of  Beverly. 
There  Pegram  learned  that  Garnett 
had  I'etreated  northward  and  that  Mc- 
Clellan was  at  Beverly.  Seeing  no 
chance  of  escape  Pegram  sent  to  Mc- 
Clellan an  offer  of  surrender,  which 
was  accepted,  and  the  next  morning 
Pegram,  30  officers  and  nearly  500 
men  became  prisoners.*  Meanwhile 
Garnett  at  Laurel  Hill,  learning  of  the 
disaster  to  Pegram,  on  the  llth  aban- 


*  Nicolay    and   Hay,    Life   of   Lincoln,   vol.    iv., 
pp.  334-335. 

t  Official   Records,  vol.   ii.,   p.   217. 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  128-137; 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  ii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp. 
18-22;  vol.  iii.,  pp.  ^^-.'ie;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  65-67. 
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cloned  his  works  and  retreated  toward 
Beverly.     At  daybreak  of  the  12th, 
when  within  five  miles  of  that  place, 
he    received    erroneous    information 
that  it  had  already  been  occupied  by 
McClellan,  whereupon  he  retraced  his 
steps  and  retreated  northward  toward 
St.  George  and  ^Vest  Union,  hoping 
to  escape  by  the  northwestern  turn- 
pike.   At  noon  of  the  13th,  however, 
he  was  overtaken  by  Morris  at  the 
forks   of  the   Cheat   River  and  was 
killed  in  a  desultory  skirmish  fire  be- 
tween    sharpshooters     at     Carrick's 
Ford.    His  army  continued  the  retreat 
through  Red  House,  Greenland  and 
Petersbury  to  Monterey.    On  the  12th 
MoClellan  occupied  Beverly  and  Hut- 
tonsville,  on  the  14th  pushing  his  ad- 
vance   to    the   summit   of   the   Cheat 
Mountain.     Leaving  the  force  there 
and  at  Huttonsville,  he  returned  to 
Beverly  on  the  16th.    On  the  19th  he 
issued  an  address  to  his  soldiers  full 
of  encouraging  words,  and  a  few  days 
later   (after  the  Bull  Run  disaster) 
was  summoned  by  the  President  to 
command  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
while  the  army  of  occupation  in  west- 
ern Virginia  was  assigned  to  General 
Rosecrans.    Thereafter  the  secession 
movement  never  had  a   foothold  in 
western  Virginia.    The  political  trans- 
formation of  the  State  begun  by  the 
Wheeling    convention    went    on    un- 
checked until,  in  June  of  1863,  West 
Virginia  was  formally  admitted  into 
the  Union. 

Meanwhile,  in  eastern  Tennessee,  a 
convention  of  the  people  had  met  at 


Kno.wTille  on  May  30,  attended  by 
more  than  1,000  representatives  of  the 
people.  Thomas  Nelson  was  chosen 
president.  Secession  was  denounced 
and  the  people  throughout  the  State 
were  besought  to  resist  it  and  vote  it 
down  on  the  day  appointed,  June  8. 
To  this  appeal  the  people  of  the  east- 
ern counties  heartily  responded.  In 
29  counties  the  vote  reached  32,923 
against  secession  to  14,780  in  its 
favor.  As  proclaimed  by  Governor 
Harris,  the  vote  of  the  entire  State 
stood  104,019  for  separation  and 
47,238  against. 

In  compHance  with  the  President's 
proclamation  of  April  15,  a  special 
session  of  the  Thirty-Seventh  Con- 
gress met  at  Washington  on  July  4, 
18G1.  Senators  from  25  States  and 
159  Representatives  were  present 
soon  after  the  opening.  Galusha  A. 
Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  elected 
Speaker  on  the  second  ballot.  The 
next  day  President  Lincoln  sent  in  his 
special  session  message.*  Outside  of 
a  discussion  of  events  up  to  this  date, 
the  most  important  part  of  the  mes- 
sage was  the  request  for  at  least  400,- 
000  men  and  $400,000,000,  to  make  the 
contest  "a  short  and  decisive  one." 
Congress  exceeded  the  President's  re- 
quest, a  new  army  bill  providing  for 
the  enlistment  of  500,000  volunteers 
and  a  loan  of  $250,000,000  being  au- 
thorized.    The  tariff  duties  were  in- 


*  For  which  see  Ricliardson,  Messages  and  Pa- 
pers, vol.  vi.,  pp.  20-31.  Excerpts  are  given  in 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
371-373. 
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creased  also.  A  direct  tax  of  $20,000,- 
000  and  an  income  tax  were  imposed, 
whereby  it  was  'hoped  $75,000,000 
would  be  realized  during  the  fiscal 
year.*  Moreover  the  regular  army 
was  increased  by  11  new  regiments. 
The  President  was  authorized  to  close 
insurrectionary  ports  of  entry  by 
proclamation,  was  granted  permission 
to  hire,  purchase,  or  contract  for  ves- 
sels, and  to  enlist  seamen  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  important  amend- 
ments to  existing  laws  were  passed. 
Authority  was  granted  the  President 
to  collect  duty  on  shipboard.  The 
Force  Bill  of  1795  was  amended  so 
that,  in  addition  to  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrection,  and  re- 
pel invasions,  authority  was  granted 
to  suppress  "  rebellion  against  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States."  Conspiracy  against 
the  Government  was  made  punish- 
alile,  unlawful  recruiting  was  prohib- 
ited, and  the  law  punishing  piracy  was 
amended. 

In  his  message  the  President  spoke 
of  his  extraordinary  acts  since  Sumter 
fell.  He  believed  that  the  call  for  75,000 
militia  and  the  blockade  proclamation 
were  legal,  but  he  ^\^shed  Congress  to 
ratify  them,  as  well  as  the  call  for  the 
three  years'  troops  and  the  increase 
of  the  regular  army  and  navy.    Eeso- 


*  The  income  tax  was  3  per  cent,  on  incomes 
over  $800.  Coffee  and  tea  were  taken  from  the 
free  list  and  a  duty  of  4  cents  and  15  cents  per 
11).,  respectively,  imposed.  The  duty  on  sugar 
was  considerably  aumiented. 


lutions  ratifying  these  acts  were  in- 
troduced and  met  with  little  direct 
opposition  save  from  the  extreme 
Democrats.  All  seemed  to  agree  that 
the  call  for  75,000  militia  and  the 
blockade  proclamation  were  strictly 
legal.  Some  argued  that,  if  they  were 
legal,  there  was  no  reason  for  Con- 
gress to  approve  them,  whereas,  if 
they  w-ere  illegal,  no  power  of  Con- 
gress could  validate  them.  There  was 
much  disagreement  in  both  branches 
of  Congress  about  the  suspension  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  However, 
there  was  an  unwillingness  toward 
opening  a  serious  discussion  which 
might  interfere  with  the  prompt  dis- 
posal of  such  legislation  as  was  imme- 
diately necessai-y.  During  the  last 
days  of  the  session  a  bill  to  increase 
the  pay  of  privates  was  introduced. 
To  this  bill  was  attached  a  section 
ratifying  the  acts  and  proclamation 
of  the  President  respecting  the  regu- 
lar army  and  na\y,  and  the  volunteers 
from  the  loyal  States.  In  this  shape 
the  act  was  passed  with  only  five  nega- 
tive votes,  all  of  which  came  from  the 
border  slave  States.  In  the  House 
only  19  opposed  it.  On  July  19  Clark, 
of  New  Hampshire,  moved  the  expul- 
sion from  the  Senate,  on  the  ground 
of  their  being  engaged  in  a  conspiracy 
against  the  Government,  of  Mason 
and  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  Clingman 
and  Bragg,  of  North  Carolina,  Ches- 
nut,  of  South  Carolina,  Nicholson,  of 
Tennessee,  Sebastian  and  Mitelieil,  of 
Arkansas,  and  Hemphill  and  Wigfall, 
of  Texas.    This  was  accordingly  done. 
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On  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  while  the  Crittenden  resolution 
was  being  considered  in  the  House, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate reported  an  amendment  to  a  pend- 
ing bill  to  coniisoate  property  of 
persons  engaged  in  the  rebellion  used 
for  insurrectionary  purposes.  Sen- 
ator Trumbull  stated  that  the  amend- 
ment provided : 

"  That  if  any  person  held  to  labor  or  service 
in  any  State,  under  the  laws  thereof  (by  which, 
of  course,  is  meant  a  slave  in  any  of  those  States) 
is  employed  in  aid  of  this  rebellion,  in  digging 
ditches  or  entrencliments,  or  in  other  way,  or  if 
used  for  carrying  guns,  or  if  used  to  destroy  this 
government  by  the  consent  of  his  master,  his 
master  shall  forfeit  all  right  to  him  and  he  shall 
be  forever  discharged."  * 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Crittenden  as  being  unconstitutional 
and  dangerous,  but  in  spite  of  his  in- 
fluence the  bill  was  passed  by  a  large 
majority.! 

Meanwhile  the  country  demanded  a 
forward  movement  of  the  army.  On 
June  26,  1861,  the  Neiv  York  Tribune 
contained  this  injunction,  "  Forward 
to  Richmond !  Forward  to  Richmond ! 
The  rebel  Congress  must  not  be 
allowed  to  meet  there  on  the  20th  of 
July.  By  that  date  the  place  must  be 
held  by  the  National  army. "J  On 
June  29  President  Lincoln  called  a 
council  of  war  of  his  Cabinet  members 
and  of  prominent  military  men  to  con- 
sider the  best  plan  of  campaign.  By 
request  General  Irvin  McDowell  sub- 


*  Congressional  Glohe,  pp.  218-219, 
t  For  further  details  of  the  session,  see  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  chap.  xxi. 

t  Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   iii.,  p.  437;   Nico- 
lay and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p.  321. 


mitted  a  plan  of  attack  on  Beauregard 
who  had  at  Manassas  Junction  and 
^^^thin  easy  distance  an  effective  force 
of  21,900  men.  McDowell  said  that,  if 
Joseph  E.  Johnston's  force  of  9,000 
men  then  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
could  be  prevented  by  Major-General 
Patterson  from  joining  Beauregard, 
and  if  Major-General  Butler  engaged 
the  force  then  in  his  vicinity,  he  would 
make  the  movement  against  Beau- 
regard.* General  Scott  did  not  ap- 
prove the  plan  of  fighting  a  battle  in 
A'irginia,  but  assured  McDowell  that 
if  "Johnston  joins  Beauregard  he 
shall  have  Patterson  right  on  his 
heels."  With  this  understanding  it 
was  decided  and  ordered  that  Mc- 
Dowell should  enter  on  his  prepara- 
tions and  that  the  movement  should 
begin  on  July  9.  The  advance  was 
not  made  as  soon  as  intended,  how- 
ever, and  July  16  had  come  before 
McDowell's  "  grand  army  "  marched 
to  the  front.  This  army  consisted  of 
five  divisions,  commanded  respec- 
tively by  Brigadier-General  Daniel 
Tyler  (four  brigades).  Colonel  David 
Hunter  (two  brigades).  Colonel  S.  P. 
Heintzelman  (four  brigades),  Brig- 
adier-General Theodore  Runyon  (two 
brigades),  and  Colonel  Dixon  S.  Miles 
(three  brigades).  General  Runyon 
with  the  fourth  division  was  left  be- 
hind as  a  reserve  in  the  region  of  the 
fortifications  to  guard  communica- 
tions. The  advance  division  (Tyler's) 
reached  Centreville  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th,  and  a  brigade  was  sent  ahead 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  720-721. 
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to  reconnoitre.  After  a  sharp  skir- 
mish in  which  both  sides  lost  about  60 
men,  the  Union  troops  withdrew  to- 
ward Centreville,  to  wliich  point,  hear- 
ing of  tlie  operations  at  Bhackburn's 
Ford,  McDowell  directed  the  concen- 
tration of  four  di\'isions.* 

The    Confederate    "Army    of    the 
Potomac  "  had  been  concentrated  at 
Manassas   under    General    P.    G.    T. 
Beauregard.     In    expectation    of    a 
Union  advance  Beauregard  occupied 
the  south  bank  of  Bull  Run  for  eight 
miles ;  from  Union  Mills  Ford  at  the 
crossing  of  the  railroad  to  Alexandria 
to  the  stone  bridge  at  the  Warrenton 
turnpike,  three  brigades  were  thrown 
forward  of  that  position,  one  of  them 
to  Fairfax  Court  House.     These  bri- 
gades fell  back  before  the  Union  ad- 
vance, skirmishing  slightly.    Richard 
S.  Ewell's  brigade,  the  right  of  the 
line,  was  at  Union  Mills,  with  The- 
ophilus  H.  Holmes  in  support;  David 
R.  Jones'  brigade  at  McLean's  Ford; 
James  B.  Longstreet's  at  Blackburn's 
Ford;  Milledge  L.  Bonham's  between 
Mitchell's  and  Ball's  Fords;  Philip 
S.  Cocke's  at  Lewis'  Ford;  and  Na- 
than G.  Evans'  at  the  Stone  bridge, 
forming  the  Confederate  left.    Johns- 
ton's army  of  the   Shenandoah  had 
arrived,  and  of  this  Jackson's  brigade 
was  in  support  of  Bonham,  and  Bar- 
nard E.  Bee  and  F.  S.  Bartow  in  sup- 
port of  Cocke. 

Johnston  had  received  a  telegram 


from  the  Confederate  government  on 
the  morning  of  July  IS  to  join  Beau- 
regard if  practicable.*    To  do  this  it 
was  necessary  to  defeat  Patterson  or 
to  elude  him.    Patterson  had  received 
so  many  false  reports  that  Johnston's 
army  had  been  magnified  in  his  mind 
from  a  force  of  9,000  to  35,000.t     On 
the  15th  Patterson  advanced  to  Bun- 
ker Hill,  prepared  to  attack  if  oppor- 
tunity offered.!     He  was  then  within 
9  miles  of  Johnston's  camp  at  Win- 
chester, and  now  had  the  opportunity 
to    crush    Johnston,    since    he    could 
throw    against    Johnston's    force    of 
12,000   an    army   of   from   18,000    to 
22,000.     Instead  of  remaining  where 
he  was,  attacking  Johnston,  or  plac- 
ing himself  between  the  Confederates 
and  the  Shenandoah  River,  Patterson 
marched  directly  away  from  them,  on 
the  17th  going  to  Charlestown,  22  miles 
from  Winchester,  thus  allowing  Johns- 
ton an  excellent  opportunity  to  escape, 
which  he  did  and  on  July  20  joined 
Beauregard's  army.    On  this  day  Pat- 
terson first  learned  that  Johnston  had 
left  Winchester  with  his  whole  force 
and  so  telegraphed  to  Washington.!! 

From  each  of  the  fords  before  men- 
tioned fair  roads  ran  to  Centreville. 
Beauregard  had  planned  an  attack 
upon  Centreville,  with  an  advance  of 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
341-342;   Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii..  p-  444. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  478. 

t  Ihid,  p.  172. 

t  Ibid,  p.  166. 

II  Ibid,  p.  172.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  344-346;  Rhodes,  United 
states,  vol.  iii..  pp.  44.5-446;  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  85-88. 
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his  whole  force  upon  that  point.  The 
orders  for  such  an  advance  and  attack 
were  duly  written  out  and  approved 
by  General  Johnston  early  on  Sunday 
morning,  July  21,  but  at  sunrise  this 
plan  was  rendered  impossible  by  Mc- 
Dowell's initiative,  and  a  modification 
was  proposed  by  Beauregard  —  to 
stand  on  the  defensive  with  the  left 
flank  at  the  station  bridge  and  attack 
the  Union  right  from  the  region  of 
Blackburn's  ford.  This  suggestion 
was  approved  by  Johnston  and 
ordered  to  be  carried  out.* 

The  Union  army  lay  encamped 
about  Centreville,  from  which  place 
the  Warrenton  turnpike  ran  westward 
over  a  stone  bridge  crossing  Bull  Run 
to  Gainesville,  several  miles  beyond. 
LTnaware  that  Johnston  had  joined 
Beauregard,  McDowell  determined  to 
seize  Gaines\'ille  to  prevent  such  a 
junction.  As  the  stone  bridge  was 
thought  to  be  defended  in  force  be- 
sides being  mined,  no  crossing  was 
considered,  and  late  on  Saturday  it 
was  reported  that  Sudley  Ford,  two 
or  three  miles  above,  could  be  carried 
easily  by  an  attacking  column.  Ac- 
cordingly, McDowell  called  a  council 
of  war  and  announced  his  plan  of 
battle  for  the  following  day.  Tyler's 
division  was  to  advance  on  the  War- 
renton   (turnpike    and    threaten    the 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  484-488;  Johns- 
ton, Narrative  of  Military  Operations  during  the 
Late  War,  pp.  41,  42,  47.  Cf.  also  the  chapter 
by  General  Johnston,  Responsibilities  of  the  First 
Bull  Run  Battle  in  Battles  and  Leaders  of  the 
Civil  War,  vol.  i.,  p.  244  et  seq. 


stone  bi'idge.  Hunter  and  Heintzel- 
man  were  to  make  a  detour  across  j 
Sudley  Ford,  and,  advancing  on  the  \ 
enemy's  side  of  Bull  Run,  carry  the 
batteries  at  the  stone  bridge  by  a  rear 
attack,  thus  allowing  Tyler  to  cross 
and  join  in  the  main  battle.* 

Tyler's  division  was  slow  in  get- 
ting out  on  the  road  and  hindered  the 
divisions  which  were  to  make  the 
detour.  Tyler  marched  to  the  stone 
bridge,  and  at  6.30  fired  signal  guns 
to  show  that  he  was  in  position.  Hun- 
ter and  Heintzelman  did  not  come  to 
their  designated  positions  until  the 
middle  of  the  morning.  The  Confed- 
erate general,  Evans,  had  discovered 
the  movement  and  withdrew  11  com- 
panies of  his  division  and  formed 
them  on  a  ridge  half  a  mile  north  of 
the  road  just  as  the  head  of  Hunter's 
column  entered  the  open  fields  which 
extended  a  mile  north  of  the  Warren- 
ton road.  The  Union  troops  engaged 
far  outnumbered  the  Confederates, 
but  Evans  made  a  stubborn  resistance 
and  was  soon  supported  by  Bee's 
brigade  and  Imboden  's  battery.  While 
the  position  was  hotly  contested,  the 
Confederates  were  pressed  back  down 
the  liill,  across  the  valley  of  Young's 
branch,  a  tributary  of  Bull  Run,  to 
the  plateau  south  of  it  on  which  were 
the  Robinson  and  Hunter  houses.  But 
the  Union  column  was  constantly 
swelling  with  the  arrival  of  batteries 
and  regulars.     Two  of  Tyler's  brig- 


Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  326. 
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ades  found  a  ford  across  Bull  Run,  sistiiig,  began  to  disintegrate.  At  12 
a  short  distance  above  the  stone  o'clock  Johnston's  troops  wavered 
bridge,  and  joined  Hunter  and  Heint-      and  broke  and  were  swept  back  across 
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zelman  in  their  advance.  The  fight-  and  out  of  the  valley  of  the  Warren- 
ing  was  desperate  until  noon,  when  the  ton  turnpike,  and  down  the  road  run- 
Confederate  line,  while  stubbornly  re-      ning  southward  from  Sudley  Ford  to 
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Manassas  Junction.*  At  that  hour  a 
Union  victory  seemed  assured.  Beau- 
regard's  plan  to  make  a  counter  at- 
tack from  his  right  flank  against 
Centreville  had  failed  through  the 
miscarriage  of  orders  and,  leaving 
Johnston  at  headquarters  to  watch 
the  entire  field  of  action,  Beauregard 
hastened  in  person  toward  the  field  of 
hattle  in  order  to  check  the  tide  of 
defeat.  As  the  troops  retreated  be- 
fore the  Union  forces  up  the  slope  of 
the  plateau  about  the  Hunter  house, 
they  came  upon  T.  J.  Jackson's  brig- 
ade standing  in  line  calmly  waiting 
the  onset.  It  is  stated  by  some  that 
at  this  time  Jackson  won  his  sobriquet 
of  "Stonewall,  "t 

Johnston,  however,  did  not  stay  at 
headquarters,  but  rode  furiously  to 
the  scene  of  action  and  impressively 
and  gallantly  charged  to  the  front 
with  the  colors  of  the  4th  Alabama 
regiment  at  his  side.  It  was  high 
noon  when  the  two  Confederate  gen- 
erals appeared  on  the  field,  and  from 
this   time   until  3   o'clock  the  battle 


*  Beauregard,  who,  as  he  saya,  was  "  oppor- 
tunely informed  "  of  McDowell's  purpose  to  ad- 
vance upon  Manassas,  claims  it  as  a  stroke  of 
policy  that  his  men  retreated  and  thorehy  de- 
ceived JIcDowel!  as  to  his  ulterior  designs  at  Bull 
Run.  Major  Barnard,  chief-engineer  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  has  criticised  this  costly  recon- 
naissance by  General  Tyler  in  severe  terms,  and 
pronounces  that  the  affair  had  a  bad  effect  upon 
the  morale  of  the  Union  troops.  Swinton  {Arm]/ 
of  the  Potomac,  p.  47)  terms  it  "  silly  ambition  " 
on  the  part  of  Tyler  to  do  as  he  did. 

t  It  is  so  stated  by  Daniels,  Dabney,  Cooke  and 
Mrs.  Jackson,  and  by  Henderson  (Stonewall  Jack- 
son, vol.  i.,  p.  178),  but  General  D.  H.  Hill  in 
the  Century  Magazine  (Fel)ruary,  1894)  says  tlie 
tale   is   a   sheer   fabrication.     In   a  letter  to  the 


surged.  The  troops  on  the  line  of 
Bull  Run  that  had  been  held  there  by 
the  demonstrations  of  two  Union 
brigades  designed  to  mask  McDow- 
ell's turning  movement,  were  ordered 
in  haste  to  the  new  line  which  was  at 
right  angles  to  the  first.  The  hottest 
part  of  the  contest  was  for  the  pos- 
session of  the  Henry  plateau.  The 
Union  troops  had  seized  it,  brought 
forward  James  B.  Ricketts'  and 
Charles  Griffin's  batteries  of  regulars, 
and  placed  them  in  an  effective  posi- 
tion. The  Confederates  tried  to  cap- 
ture these  batteries  in  two  charges,  but 
were  repulsed.  At  2  o'clock  Beaure- 
gard gave  the  order  to  advance  to 
recover  the  plateau.  Jackson's  brig- 
ade pierced  the  centre  and  the  for- 
ward lines  were  broken  and  swept 
back  from  the  open  ground  of  the 
plateau.  The  Union  troops  rallied, 
however,  recovered  their  ground,  and 
drove  the  Confederates  entirely  from 
the  plateau  and  beyond  it  out  of  sight. 
In  this  position  the  troops  were,  at 
3  o'clock.  At  this  time  E.  Kirby 
Smith's  brigade  of  Johnston's  army, 


editors,  the  Rev.  James  Power  Smith,  president 
of   the   Jackson   Monument   Association,   says: 

"  I  was  a  private  at  my  gun  in  the  Rockbridge 
Artillery  —  at  the  First  Battle  of  Manassas  — 
with  Jackson's  command.  I  did  not  of  course 
hear  General  Bee  utter  tlie  famous  words  that 
gave  Jackson  his  imperishable  name.  But  I 
heard  of  it  soon  after. 

"  When  the  troops  were  broken  and  falling 
back.  Gen.  Bee  cried,  '  See,  there  stands  Jackson 
like  a  stone  wall  —  rally  behind  the  Virginians!  ' 
1  have  always  supposed  that  tlie  appearance  of 
Jackson's  Virginia  regiment,  a  long  gray  line  — 
standing  firm  over  the  grassy  slope  —  suggested 
tlie  word  'Stonewall'  —  they  looked  like  a  atone 
wall." 
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2,300  strong,  arrived  on  the  field  and 
was     hurled     at    McDowell's    right. 
Jubal  A.   Early's  brigade   of  Bean- 
regard's  force,  from  the  extreme  right 
of  his  line,  hastened  beyond  Smith's 
brigade  now  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Arnold  Elzey  and,  supported 
by  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's  cavalry,  appeared 
directly  on  the  Union  right  flank.    At 
the   same  time   two   regiments   from 
Bonham  and  two  from  Cocke  arrived 
upon  the  Union  right,  these  being  a 
part    of    Beauregard's    army    also. 
This  turned  the  check  which  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union  line  had  received 
first  into  a  retreat  and  then  into  a 
disorganized  withdrawal.    In  vain  did 
McDowell's  officers  attempt  to  rally 
the  Union  soldiers.    The  battalion  of 
regular  infantry  alone  obeyed  com- 
mands, covering  the  volunteers'  re- 
treat until  the  columns  were  well  off 
the  field,  the  right  retracing  its  long 
detour  by  Sudley  Spring.     The  Con- 
federates  proceeded   as  far   as   Cub 
Run,  half  way  to  Centre\alle,  where 
one  of  their  batteries  broke  up  the 
wagons  and  batteries  on  the  bridge, 
compelling    the    abandonment    of    13 
guns.    From  this  point  the  movement 
to  the  rear  was  still  farther  disorgan- 
ized, to  which  condition  the  vehicles 
of  many  visitors,  Congressmen,  cor- 
respondents, and  officials  largely  con- 
tributed.    An    attempt    to    rally   the 
troops   at   Centreville  failed,  as  did 
the  attempt  at  Fairfax  Court  House. 
From  the  latter  place  McDowell  tele- 
graphed, ' '  The  larger  part  of  the  men 
are  a  confused  mob,  entirely  demoral- 


ized. *  *  *.  They  are  pouring  through 
this  place  in  a  state  of  utter  disorgan- 
ization."* The  flight  of  the  troops 
continued  until  they  reached  the  forti- 
fications south  of  the  Potomac,  and 
many  soldiers  retreated  as  far  as 
Washington. t 

After  the  severe  stress  in  which  the 
Confederate  leaders  found  themselves 
from  11  o'clock  till  about  3,  the  sud- 
den change  from  a  dashing  assault  to 
a  general  retreat  and  widespread 
panic  was  as  much  a  surprise  to  the 
Confederate  as  to  the  Union  com- 
manders. Not  until  the  second  day 
after  the  battle  did  the  Confederates 
ascertain  the  full  extent  of  the  Union 
stampede.  Upon  this  point  President 
Davis  wrote  Beauregard:  "  You  will 
not  fail  to  remember,  so  far  from 
knowing  that  the  enemy  was  routed,  a 


•  Official  J}eco7-ds,  vol.  ii.,  p.  316. 

t  McDowells  strength  at  Centreville  appears  to 
have  been  about  28,000  men  and  49  guns,  but  his 
report  says  he  crossed  Bull  Run  with  about 
18,000  men.  A  very  careful  estimate  made  from 
official  records  in  1884  by  General  James  B.  Fry, 
McDowell's  adjutant-general  at  the  battle,  gives 
the  number  actually  engaged  as  17,676.  General 
Beauregard  reported  his  strength  at  tlie  open- 
ing of  the  battle  as  27,833  men  and  49  guns,  and 
after  the  arrival  of  Jackson's  troops  and  Holmes' 
brigade  in  the  afternoon  as  31,972  men  and  37 
guns.  An  estimate  by  his  adjutant-general, 
James  Jordan,  fixed  the  number  actually  en- 
gaged at  18,053,  so  that  the  two  sides  were 
about  equal  on  the  firing  line.  As  reported,  the 
Union  loss  was:  killed,  460;  wounded,  1,124; 
missing,  1,312;  total,  2,896;  while  29  guns  were 
abandoned  or  captured.  The  Confederate  loss 
was:  killed,  387;  wounded,  1,582;  missing,  13; 
total,  1,982.  Cf.  these  figures  with  those  in 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  450;  Battles 
and  Leader's,  vol.  i.,  p.  193;  Official  Records,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  327,  328,  570,  571;  Pollard,  First  Year  of 
the  irar,  p.  101 ;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln,  vol.    iv.,   p.    357. 
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large  part  of  our  forces  was  moved  by 
you  in  the  night  of  the  21st  to  repel 
a  supposed  attack  upon  our  right,  and 
the  next  day 's  operations  did  not  fully 
reveal  what  his  since  been  reported  of 
the  enemy's  panic."  William  T. 
Sherman  writes:  "  It  is  now  gener- 
ally admitted  that  Bull  Eun  was  one 
of  the  best  planned  battles  of  the  war 
but  one  of  the  worst  fought."* 

It  may  well  be  supposed  that  Lin- 
coln was  under  a  terrible  strain  dur- 
ing that  eventful  Sunday.  The  early 
reports  of  the  battle  were  encourag- 
ing, and  having  reason  to  believe  that 
the  victory  would  rest  with  the  Union 
army  he  went  out  for  an  afternoon 
drive.  Upon  his  return  he  received 
a  telegram  stating  that  McDowell's 

*  Memoirs,  p.  181.  For  other  accounts,  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  167-261;  Roman,  The 
Military  Operations  of  General  Beauregard  in  the 
^\'ar  between  the  States;  Early's  account  in  Rise 
and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government,  vol. 
i.,  p.  392  et  seq.;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii., 
p.  444-452;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
iv.,  chap.  XX.;  Nicolay,  The  Outbreak  of  Rebel- 
lion, pp.  160-212;  Duyckinck,  Late  Civil  War,  vol. 
i.,  pp.  402-416;  T.  C.  C.  (an  English  combatant), 
Battlefields  of  the  South  from  Bull  Run  to  Fred- 
ericksburg; George  Baylor,  Bull  Run  to  Bull  Run, 
or  Four  Years  in  the  Army  of  Xorthcrn  Virginia, 
etc.  (1900)  ;  W.  H.  Russell,  On  the  Battle  of  Bull 
Run  (1861);  Beauregard,  A  Commentary  on  the 
Campaign  and  Battle  of  Manassas  of  July,  1861 
(1891);  Longstreet,  From  Manassas  to  Appo- 
mattox; N.  M.  Curtis,  From  Bull  Run  to  Chan- 
cellorsville  (1906);  Johnston,  'Narrative  of  Mili- 
tary Operations ;  biographies  of  Johnston  by  B.  T. 
Johnston,  and  R.  M.  Hughes;  hiograpliies  of 
Jackson  by  M.  Addey  (1863),  R.  L.  Dabney 
(1866),  J.  E.  Cooke  (1866),  Sarah  N.  Randolph 
(1876),  G.  F.  R.  Henderson  (1898),  C.  Hovey 
(1900),  J.  Anderson  (1904),  D.  D.  White  (1908), 
James  H.  Wood  (WIO)  ;  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  i.,  pp.  416-420;  vol.  il.,  pp.  54-57; 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  91-122;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  21-24;  vol.  v., 
pp.  21-28;   vol.  vi.,  pp.  67-69. 


army  was  in  full  retreat  through 
Centreville,  that  the  day  was  lost, 
that  the  routed  troops  would  not  re-  | 
form,  and  that  Washington  should  be 
saved.*  He  heard  the  crushing  news 
with  fortitude  and  without  the  slight- 
est change  of  expression.  The  Presi- 
dent's Cabinet  then  met  at  Scott's 
office  to  await  further  news.  When  a 
telegram  from  McDowell  confinned 
the  disaster,!  the  discussion  turned  on 
preparations  for  the  future.  All 
available  troops  were  rushed  forward 
to  McDowell's  support.  Baltimore 
was  put  on  the  alert.  Telegrams  were 
sent  to  the  recruiting  stations  in  the 
North  to  forward  their  organized 
regiments  to  WasMngton,  and  Mc- 
Clellan  was  ordered,  "  to  come  down 
to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  with  such 
troops  as  can  be  spared  from  Western 
Virginia."!;  At  night  things  seemed 
to  grow  worse.  McDowell's  first  dis- 
patch had  indicated  that  he  could  hold 
Centreville,  but  his  later  dispatches 
showed  that  the  army  was  completely 
demoralized  and  that  there  was  no 
alternative  but  to  fall  back  to  the 
Potomac. 

When  the  Northern  people  learned 
the  truth  of  the  overwhelming  dis- 
astei',  dismay  was  in  every  heart. 
But  the  discouragement  was  of  short 
duration.  Only  a  few  were  disposed 
to  give  up  the  conquest,  though  it  was 
perceived  that  instead  of  a  short  cam- 


pai 


sen   the   war   would   be    long   and 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  747. 
t  Ibid,  p.  316. 
tibid,  p.  749. 
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severe.  Accordingly,  recnutiiig  went 
on  with  vigor,  volunteers  agreeing  to 
serve  for  three  years  or  during  the 
war.  In  a  week  the  North  had  recov- 
ered from  its  dejection,  and  had 
girded  itself  anew  for  the  conflict.  In 
the  South  the  people  received  the 
news  with  expressions  of  profound 
gratitude  to  the  "God  of  Battles." 
The  Confederate  Congress  recognized 
"  the  hand  of  the  King  of  Kings  and 
the  Lord  of  Lords  ' '  in  the  ' '  uiighty 


deliverance  "  of  their  people.  There 
were  keen  regrets  that  the  Confeder- 
ate army  did  not  push  on  to  Washing- 
ton. The  Confederates  fully  realized 
that  the  North  would  not  give  up  the 
conflict  and  felt  that  their  own  exer- 
tions must  be  unremitting  and  ener- 
getic. Stephens  wrote :  "I  have  no 
idea  that  the  North  will  give  it  up. 
Their  defeat  will  increase  their 
energy."* 
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Acts  of  the  Confederate  Congress  —  Privateering  —  The  Trent  affair  —  The  question  of  the  disposition  of  fugitive 
slaves  —  The  battle  of  Carthage,  Missouri  —  The  appointment  of  Fremont  to  command  the  Western  Depart- 
ment —  The  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek  —  Fremont's  emancipation  proclamation  —  Lincoln's  instructions  to 
modify  it  —  The  siege  of  Lexington  —  Fremont's  quarrel  with  Blair  and  subsequent  removal. 


Meanwhile  on  July  20, 1861,  the  day 
before  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  Con- 
federate Congress  met  for  the  first 
time  at  Richmond.  Among  other 
things  in  liis  message  to  Congress 
Davis  said : 

"  The  rapid  progress  of  events,  for  the  last 
few  weeks,  has  fully  sufficed  to  lift  the  veil  be- 
hind which  the  true  policy  and  purpose  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  had  been  pre- 
viously concealed.  Their  odious  featui-es  now 
stand  fully  revealed.  Tlie  message  of  their  presi- 
dent, and  the  action  of  their  Congress  during  the 
present  month,  confess  their  intention  of  the  sub- 
jugation of  these  states  by  a  war,  by  which  it  is 
impossible  to  attain  the  proposed  result,  while 
its  dire  calamities,  not  to  be  avoided  by  us,  will 
fall  with  double  severity  on  themselves.  »  ♦  » 
These  enormous  preparations  in  men  and  money, 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  on  a  scale  more  grand 
than  any  which  the  new  world  ever  witnessed, 
is  a  distinct  avowal,  in  the  eyes  of  civilized  man. 


that  the  United  States  are  engaged  in  a  conflict 
with  a  great  and  powerful  nation.  Tliey  are  at 
last  compelledi  to  abandon  the  pretence  of  being 
engaged  in  dispersing  rioters  and  suppressing  in- 
surrections, and  are  driven  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment that  the  ancient  Union  has  been  dissolved. 
They  recognize  the  separate  existence  of  these 
Confederate  states,  by  an  interdictive  embargo 
and  blockade  of  all  commerce  between  them  and 
the  United  States,  not  only  by  sea,  but  by  land; 
not  only  in  ships,  but  in  cars;  not  only  with  those 
who  bear  arms,  but  with  the  entire  population  of 
the  Confederate  states.  Finally,  they  have  re- 
pudiated the  foolish  conceit  that  the  inhabitants 
of  this  confederacy  are  still  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  for  they  are  waging  an  indiscriminate 
war  upon  them  all,  with  savage  ferocity,  un- 
known in  modern  civilization." 


*  Johnston  and  Browne.  Life  of  Stephens,  p. 
407.  Johnston  (in  his  Xarrative,  p.  60)  said, 
however,  that  many  of  the  Southern  volunteers 
believing  the  objects  of  the  war  had  been  accom- 
plished by  the  one  victory  left  the  army  never  to 
return. 
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He  thon  announced  his  purpose  of 
retaliating  on  account  of  the  priva- 
teersmen    captured    by    the    United 
States  and  on  trial  for  piracy.    Vari- 
ous measures  were  adopted  by  Con- 
gress, principally  looking  to  financial 
difficulties  which  now  began  to  press 
heavily  upon  the  Confederate  govern- 
ment.   Besides  the  "  Produce  Loan," 
treasury  notes  were  authorized  to  the 
extent  of  $100,000,000,  and  a  war  tax 
was  imposed.    The  army  was  reported 
as  numbering  210,000  men  in  the  field, 
and  Davis  was  authorized  to  increase 
this  number  by  400,000  men  and  also 
to  enlarge  the  navy.     In  retaliation 
for  the  confiscation  act  of  the  Union 
Congress,    a    law   providing   for   the 
sequestration  of  the  estates  and  prop- 
erty of  alien  enemies  was  passed;  and 
another  act  defined  as  alien  enemies 
all  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept those  residing  in  the  Confederacy 
who  should  declare  their  intentions  to 
become   citizens   of  the   Confederate 
states,  and  who  should  acknowledge 
the  authority  of  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment.    After  a  short  session  the 
Congress  adjourned  on  August  31  to 
meet  again  in  November.    During  the 
fall  of  1861  the  Confederate  district 
courts,  at  Richmond,  Charleston,  Sa- 
vannah, and  New  Orleans  were  largely 
occupied  Avith  proceedings  under  the 
sequestration  act,  and  the  proceedings 
appear  to  have  been  conducted  in  as 
orderly  a  manner  and  with  as  great 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  defendant 


as   would   have    obtained   in    similar 
cases  at  the  North.* 

Privateering  was  a  matter  of  much 
importance  to  the  Confederates,  since 
it  afforded  them  an  opportunity  to 
inflict  great  damage  on  the  commerce 
of  the  North.  Toward  the  middle  of 
June  the  Savannah,  a  schooner  of  54 
tons,  carrj-ing  an  18-pound  pivot  gun, 
and  a  crew  of  22  men,  slipped  out  of 
Charleston  harbor  and,  after  captur- 
ing a  prize,  fell  in  with  the  United 
States  frigate  Perry,  Lieutenant  E.  G. 
Parrott  commanding.  The  Savannah 
was  captured  and  sent  with  a  prize 
crew  to  New  York,  while  her  officers 
and  crew  were  taken  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  later  to  New  York,  where 
they  were  placed  in  close  confinement. 
The  grand  jury  promptly  found  an  in- 
dictment for  robbery  on  the  high  seas, 
and  on  July  23  the  prisoners,  13  in 
number,  were  arraigiied  for  trial, 
which  was  set  down  for  the  October 
term.  Under  date  of  July  6,  1861, 
Davis  sent  a  letter  to  Lincoln  stat- 
ing that  if  the  privateersmen  were 
hanged  he  should  hang  in  retali- 
ation a  number  of  officers  and  men 
then  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
Confederates.  When  the  trial  came 
up  it  was  found  to  involve  grave 
questions  of  law^  as  well  as  of  ex- 
pediency. The  trial  lasted  a  week 
and  the  jury  disagreed,  but  finally, 
under  all  the  embarrassments  of  the 
case,  and  the  certainty  that  the  Con- 
federates would  retaliate  on  prisoners 
in  their  hands,  the  Government  aban- 


Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.   iii.,  pp.   464-465. 
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(loiiod  the  prosecution  and  thence- 
forth treated  the  privateersmen  as 
prisoners  of  war.* 

Among  the  vessels   seized  by  the 
Confederates  in  the  Southern  ports 
was    the    revenue    cutter    Aiken    (of 
which  possession  was  taken  in  Char- 
leston Harbor),  surnamed  the  Petrel. 
She  ran  the  blockade  and  on  July  28 
fell  in  with  the  United  States  frigate 
St.  Laurence,  wliioli  was  disguised  as 
a  lumbering  merchantman,  her  port- 
holes being  closed  and  her  men  kept 
carefully  out  of  sight.    Misled  by  the 
deception,     the    commander    of    the 
Petrel  bore  down  upon  the  St.  Law- 
rence  and   threw   a   couple    of   shots 
across  her  bow,  following  this  with 
the  discharge  of  cannister.    Allowing 
the  Petrel  to  approach  quite  near,  the 
St.  Lawrence  threw  open  her  ports 
and  opened  fire.    So  effective  was  this 
that  in  a  few  moments  the  Petrel  was 
in  a  sinking  condition.    A  part  of  the 
crew  threw  themselves  overboard,  or 
sought  refuge  in  the  life  boats.    The 
boats  of  the  St.  Laurence  were  low- 
ered and  the  survivors  were  rescued 
and  taken  to  Philadelphia.     Early  in 
June    the    Jeff   Davis    started    on    a 
cruise  during  which  she  made  prizes 
estimated  in  value  at  about  $225,000. 
One  of  the  prizes  captured  on  July 
26    was    recaptured    by    the    United 


*  In  tliis  connection,  see  letter  of  C.  P.  Daly 
to  Ira  Harris,  December  21,  1861,  entitled.  Are 
the  Southern  Privateersmen  Pirates,  wliich  was 
printed  as  a  pamphlet  of  thirteen  pages.  See  also 
A.  F.  Warburton,  Trial  of  the  Officers  and  Crew 
of  the  Privateer  Harannah;  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  9-11. 


States     steamship     Albatross     some 
weeks  later.     On  August  18  the  Jeff 
Davis  was  wrecked  while  attempting 
to  cross  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  St. 
Augustine,  Florida.     The  capture  of 
one  ship  threatened  for  a  time  to  in- 
volve  the   United  States   and   Great 
Britain  in  war.    As  we  have  noticed, 
the  Confederate  Government  had  ap- 
pointed    commissioners     to     foreign 
countries,  two  of  whom  were  former 
United    States    Senators,    James   M. 
Mason,  of  Mrginia,  and  John  Slidell, 
of  Mississippi.    On  the  blockade  run- 
ner Theodora,  Mason  and  Slidell  with 
their    secretaries    and    families    suc- 
ceeded in  eluding  the  Union  cruisers 
around   Charleston   on   the   night   of 
October  11,  and  in  reaching  Havana. 
From  that  place  they  took  passage  for 
Southampton  in  the  regular  British 
mail  steamship  Trent.     Learning  of 
this,  Captain  Charles  Wilkes  of  the 
Union  cruiser  San  Jacinto,  of  13  guns, 
stationed  himself  in  the  path  of  the 
Trent  so  as  to  intercept  that  vessel 
upon  the  high  seas.    On  November  8, 
when  the  Trent  made  her  appearance, 
two  shells  were  fired  across  her  bow, 
and  she  was  speedily  brought  to  by 
the  San  Jacinto.     Lieutenant  D.  M. 
Fairfax,  ^\'ith  two  officers  and  a  guard 
of  marines,  boarded  the  Trent  to  de- 
mand the  persons  of  Mason  and  Sli- 
dell    and     their     secretaries.      The 
Trent's  captain  refused  either  to  sur- 
render the  Confederates  or  to  allow 
Fairfax  to  search  the  vessel,  where- 
upon the  latter  sent  one  of  his  officers 
back  to  the  San  Jacinto,  and  in  half 
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an  hour  24  additional  men  were 
aboard  the  Trent.  Fairfax  then  pro- 
ceeded to  execute  his  orders  without 
violence,  and  Mason  and  Slidell  were 
soon  aboard  the  San  Jacinto*  The 
prisoners  were  taken  to  Fort  Warren 
in  Boston  Harbor. 

Captain  Wilkes  prepared  a  state- 
ment setting  forth  the  grounds  on 
which  he  justified  the  seizure  of  "  the 
embodiment  of  despatches  "  as  he 
shrewdly  termed  Mason  and  Shdell. 
He  stated  also  that  he  would  have 
made  a  prize  of  the  vessel  had  it  not 
been  that  he  did  not  wish  to  incon- 
venience the  passengers  of  the  Trent. 
The  press  teemed  Avith  the  discussion 
of  the  legal  points  involved,  and  with 
citations  from  various  authorities  on 
international  law  tending  to  show  that 
Wilkes  had  acted  properly.  +  The 
Cabinet  members  seemed  to  share  the 
jubilation  of  the  North  over  the  arrest 
of  Mason  and  Slidell,  but  Lincoln's 
cool  judgment  at  once  recognized  the 
serious  complications  which  might 
arise  from  such  a  course,  for  he  knew 
that  the  act  of  Wilkes  was  not  in  line 
with  the  principles  for  which  we  had 
contended,  t  Sumner  and  Blair  were 
in  favor  of  surrendering  the  Con- 
federate commissioners,  1 1  and  Seward, 

*  2vMcolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
21-24;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  135-142; 
Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  iii.,  Docs.,  p.  321 
et  seq. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
24-25;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  521- 
522. 

X  Lossing,  Civil  War  in  the  United  States,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  156-157;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.  v.,  p.  26. 

[I  Pierce,  Life  of  Sumner,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  52-  61. 


after  reflection,  changed  his  mind,  for 
his  dispatch  of  November  30  seems  to 
indicate  that  he  believed  the  sur- 
render of  the  commissioners  would 
solve  the  difficulty.  He  informed 
Adams  that  Captain  'Wilkes  had  acted 
without  instructions  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  British  govern- 
ment would  consider  the  subject  in  a 
fiiendly  spirit.  Adams  was  given 
permission  to  read  this  confidential 
note  to  Earl  Eussell  and  Lord  Pal- 
merston. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  when  the 
news  of  the  arrest  of  Mason  and  Sli- 
dell reached  England  on  November  27, 
it  produced  a  great  sensation.  The 
opinion  was  general  that  the  British 
flag  had  been  outraged,  and  the  British 
press  was  filled  with  abusive  denun- 
ciations of  Captain  Wilkes,  Secretary 
Seward,  and  the  Yankees  in  general.* 
At  a  meeting  of  the  British  Cabinet 
it  was  decided  that  the  act  of  Captain 
Wilkes  was  a  clear  violation  of  inter- 
national law,  and  that  a  peremptory 
demand  should  be  made  for  the  re- 
lease of  Mason  and  Slidell.f  Earl 
Russell  sent  a  special  message  to  Lord 
Lyons,  the  British  minister  at  Wash- 
ington, with  a  dispatch  dated  Novem- 
ber 30  designating  the  arrest  as  an 
affront  to  the  British  flag,  and  de- 
manding the  liberation  of  Mason  and 
Slidell  and  their  secretaries  and  a 
"  snitable  apology^  for  the  aggression 
wliich  had  been  committed."     If  this 


*  See  Duynckinck,  Late  Civ-il  War,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
124-130;    Russell's   Diary,   p.   573. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  cf  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp 
27-29. 
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demand  were  not  complied  with  in 
seven  days,  Lord  Lyons  was  instructed 
to  leave  Washington.* 

The  British  demand  reached  Wash- 
ing;;ton  on  December  19  and  its  tenor 
was  immediately  communicated  by 
Lyons  to  Seward,  with  the  statement 
that  Her  Majesty's  government  would 
be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the 
liberation  of  the  captured  officials. 
On  December  25  a  Cabinet  meeting 
was  held  to  discuss  Earl  Russell's  dis- 
patch, at  which  time  Seward  sub- 
mitted a  draft  of  his  answer,  propos- 
ing to  surrender  Mason  and  Slidell  to 
the  British  authorities.  Sumner, 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  was  invited  to  the 
conference  and  read  letters  from  John 
Bright  and  Richard  Cobden,  who 
urged  that  the  United  States  should 
not  let  the  matter  grow  into  a  war 
with  England,  t  During  the  meeting 
a  dispatch  from  the  British,  minister 
of  foreign  affairs  to  the  French  repre- 
sentative at  Washington  was  sent 
into  the  council-room.  This  asserted 
that  England  had  made  a  just  de- 
mand, and  urged  that  the  Federal 
Government  comply  with  it.  Accord- 
ing to  the  diary  of  Secretary  Bates, J 
all  the  Cabinet  members  believed  that 
a  war  with  England  would  prevent  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion,  that  our 
trade  would  be  utterly  ruined,  and  our 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  ili.,  p.  525 ;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  2'J-30. 

t  See   excerpts    from   these    letters    in    Rhodes, 
United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  5.33^37. 

t Quoted  by  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  v.,  p.  36. 
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Treasury  bankrupt.     There  was  some 
reluctance,  even  on  the  part  of  Lin- 
coln, to  acknowledge  these  truths,  but 
all  yielded  to  and  unanimously  con- 
curred in  Seward's  letter  to  Lyons. 
According  to  Bates  the  main  fear  was 
the  displeasure  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  —  lest  the  Cabinet  mem- 
bers should  be  accused  of  contempti- 
bly truckling  to  the  power  of  England. 
Chase  thought  it  was  better  to  sacri- 
fice the  feeling  involved  in  the  sur- 
render of  Mason  and  Slidell  than  to 
avoid  it  by  delays  which  explanations 
must  occasion.     He  would  rather  sur- 
render the  Confederate  commission- 
ers than  to  commit  a  technical  wrong 
against  neutrality.      Accordingly  he 
concurred  in  Seward's  letter.*  Finally 
all  the  Cabinet  members  came  to  Sew- 
ard's position  and  approved  the  an- 
swer.    After  designating  at  large  the 
principles  and  views  which  governed 
the  United  States  with  respect  to  the 
issues  involved,  Seward  stated  that 
the  Government  could  not  deny  the 
justice  of  the  British  claims  and  had 
therefore  decided  to  liberate  the  per- 
sons in  question.     Accordingly  the  in- 
cident was  terminated  when  Mason 
and  Slidell  with  their  secretaries  were 
delivered  to  the  Britisb  authorities. 
Lord  Russell  on  his  part,  while  an- 
nouncing that  the  British  Government 
differed    from    Seward    in    some    of 
his  conclusions,  nevertheless  acknowl- 
edged that  the  action  constituted  tbe 
reparation   which  Her  Majesty   and 


•Warden,  Life  of  Chase,  pp.  393-394. 
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the   British    nation    had    a    right   to 
expect.* 

The  first  movement  of  the  armed 
forces  proved  that  the  question  of 
slavery  was  destined  to  be  as  omni- 
present in  war  as  it  had  been  in  poU- 
tics.  Immediately  after  Butler  took 
command  at  Fortress  Monroe,  negroes 
began  to  escape  from  the  Confederate 
lines  and  to  apply  for  protection  to 
Butler.  Soon  a  Confederate  flag  of 
truce  appeared  with  the  request  that 
three  negro  field  hands,  belonging  to 
a  Colonel  Mallory,  be  returned.  But- 
ler replied  that  since  Virginia  claimed 
to  be  a  foreign  power  the  fugitive 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v., 
pp.  38-40;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
536-538.  Pollard  says:  "This  outrage,  when 
it  was  learned  in  the  South,  was  welcome  news, 
as  it  was  tliought  certain  that  the  British  gov- 
ernment would  resent  the  insult,  and  as  the  boast- 
ful and  exultant  tone  in  the  North,  over  the 
capture  of  the  commissioners,  appeared  to  make 
it  equally  certain  that  the  government  at  Wash- 
ington would  not  surrender  its  booty.  War  be- 
tween England  and  the  North  was  thought  to  be 
imminent.  Providence  was  declared  to  be  in  our 
favor;  the  incident  of  the  Trent  was  looked  upon 
almost  as  a  special  dispensation,  and  it  was  said, 
in  fond  imagination,  that  on  its  deck,  and  in  the 
trough  of  the  weltering  Atlantic,  the  key  of  the 
blockade  had  at  last  been  lost.  These  prospects 
were  disappointed  by  the  weakness  of  the  govern- 
ment at  Washington,  in  surrendering  the  commis- 
sioners and  returning  them  to  the  British  flag. 
The  surrender  was  an  exhibition  of  meanness  and 
cowardice  unparalleled  in  the  political  history  of 
the  civilized  world,  but  strongly  characteristic  of 
the  policy  and  mind  of  the  North." — First  Year 
of  the  War,  p.  208.  Russell  says :  "  The  bubble 
has  burst.  The  rage  of  the  friends  of  com- 
promise and  of  the  South,  who  saw  in  a  war 
with  Great  Britain  the  complete  success  of  the 
Confederacy,  is  deep  and  burning,  if  not  loud; 
but  they  all  say  they  never  expected  anything 
better  from  the  cowardly  and  braggart  statesmen 
who  now  rule  in  Washington." —  My  Diary  North 
and  South,  p.  593. 


slave  law  could  not  possibly  be  in 
operation  there,  and  declined  on  that 
ground.  If  Mallory  would  come  to 
the  fort  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Butler  would  deliver  the  men 
up  to  him  and  endeavor  to  hire  their 
services  of  him.*  Thus  Butler  claimed 
that,  as  the  negroes  belonged  to  a  State 
offering  resistance  to  the  Federal 
Government  and  had  been  compelled 
to  labor  in  the  construction  of  a  bat- 
tery, they  were  contraband  of  war. 
Though  not  strictly  in  accordance 
with  legal  doctrine,  the  application  of 
this  phrase  was  at  once  taken  up  by 
the  peopJe  as  an  effective  solution  of 
a  vexing  question.  A  few  months 
more  of  active  campaigning  merely 
shortened  the  formula,  and  every 
negro  in  and  about  the  army  was  des- 
ignated a  "  contraband."  This  ques- 
tion of  colored  fugitives  quickly  grew 
in  importance.  On  May  27  General 
Butler  reported  to  General  Scott  that 
he  had  slave  "  property  "  in  his  hands 
to  the  value  of  $60,000.1  As  he  was 
greatly  in  need  of  laborers,  he  re- 
ceived all  who  came,  employed  the 
able-bodied,  and  kept  an  account  of 
the  value  of  their  services  and  the  cost 
of  their  maintenance.!  The  Govern- 
ment approved  this  course||  and  the 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  649-650. 

f  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.,  p.  53;  Greeley,  Amer- 
ican Conflict,  vol.   ii.,  p.  238. 

t  Williams.  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  250-231. 

II  See  Cameron's  letter  of  May  30,  in  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  389-390; 
Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii., 
p.  251. 


CAMEHCLWS  l^CSTRUCTIONS  REGAEDIXG  FUGITIVE  SLAVES.     61 


negroes  were  set  to  work  on  the  in- 
trencliments.  On  July  30  the  negroes 
under  Butler's  control  numbered  900, 
whereupon  he  wrote  to  Cameron  ask- 
ing for  instructions.*  On  August  8 
Cameron  replied  that  in  cases  of  fugi- 
tives from  the  loyal  slave  States  the 
enforcement  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
under  ordinary  judicial  proceedings 
must  be  respected  by  the  military  and 
civil  authorities.  In  the  States  wholly 
or  partly  insurrectionary,  where  the 
ordinary  laws  temporarily  failed, 
rights  to  service,  like  other  rights, 
were  to  be  subject  to  military  neces- 
sity, if  not  wholly  forfeited  by  trea- 
son. The  military  authorities  must 
obey  the  confiscation  act,  refusing  to 
recognize  any  claim  to  service  for- 
feited by  treason.  In  insurrectionary 
States  where  the  laws  were  suspended, 
claims  to  service  could  not  be  decided 
safely  by  the  military  authorities.! 
Lincoln  had  signed  the  confiscation 
act  -wdtli  reluctance,  for  one  reason 
because  it  did  not  make  provision  for 
fugitives  escaping  from  loyal  mas- 
ters in  disloyal  States.  Cameron  in- 
structed that  care  should  be  taken  to 
protect  such  owners.  This  was  of  lit- 
tle practical  moment  to  them,  but  it 
shows  Lincoln's  careful  regard  for 
vested  rights  when  the  case  was 
placed  before  him  for  decision.  Pub- 
lic opinion  in  the  North  supported  the 
President  in  striking  at  the  root  of 


*  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  ii.,  Does.,  p.  437. 

t  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  ii..  Does.,  p. 
493;  Offlcial  Records,  series  iii.,  vol.  i.,  pp.  402- 
403. 


the  trouble  should  the  war  be  pro- 
longed, and  in  spite  of  the  murmurs 
of  the  abolitionists  and  radical  Re- 
publicans, a  large  majority  in  the 
North  acquiesced  in  his  policy  as  a 
wise  temporary  expedient. 

Hardly  had  the  North  expressed  its 
acquiescence  in  Lincoln's  policy  when 
the  question  was  reopened  by  Fre- 
mont's proclamation  in  Missouri.  Be- 
fore we  narrate  the  circumstances  of 
this  proclamation  it  is  necessary  to 
glance  at  conditions  in  this  section. 
As  previously  stated,  Governor  Jack- 
son had  been  put  to  flight  by  General 
Lyon  at  Booneville,  whence  he  re- 
treated to  the  southwestern  portion  of 
the  State,  collecting  adherents  as  he 
went.  General  Price  went  westward 
from  Booneville  to  Lexington  where 
he  found  a  camp  of  volunteers.  Jack- 
son and  Price  then  united  their  forces 
and  proceeded  toward  Carthage. 
Meanwhile  General  Lyon  was  in  close 
pursuit,  and  before  leaving  St.  Louis 
sent  an  expedition  of  2,500  men  under 
General  Thomas  W.  Sweeny  to  Rolla 
and  thence  to  Springfield.  On  June  28, 
with  the  3d  Missouri,  General  Franz 
Sigel  arrived  at  Sarcoxie,  southwest 
of  Springfield  and  15  miles  southeast 
of  Carthage.  Here  Sigel  learned  that 
Price  with  about  800  Missourians  was 
near  Neosho,  22  miles  south,  and  that 
Jackson  with  other  State  troops  was 
about  15  miles  beyond  Lamar,  march- 
ing southwest  to  join  Price.  Accord- 
ingly, Sigel  determined  to  disperse 
Price's  force  and  then  to  turn  north 
on  Jackson,  hoping  thereby  to  prevent 
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the  jiiiictioii  (if  [][••  two  forces  and  to 
open  cunimunication  with  Lyon,  then 
marching     south     from     Booneville. 
After  starting  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  he   learned  that  Price  had  re- 
treated and  therefore  went  after  Jack- 
son, continuing  his  march  to  Neosho 
where  he  was  joined  a  few  days  later 
by  Colonel  Charles  E.  Salomon  with 
the  5th   (Union)   Missouri.      A  com- 
pany of  the  3d  Missouri  was  left  to 
hold  Neosho,  and  on  July  4  Sigel  with 
two  regiments  and  two  batteries  of 
4  guns  each  marched  to  Spring  River, 
a    short   distance   southeast   of   Car- 
thage, where  he  learned  that  Jackson 
with  more  than  4,000  men  was  but 
nine  miles  to  the  front  in  the  direction 
of  Lamar.      On  the  morning  of  the 
5th  with  1,000  men  and  8  guns  Sigel 
advanced    slowly,    driving    back    the 
Confederate   skirmishers,   and   about 
nine    miles    beyond    Carthage    came 
upon  Jackson 's  troops  which  had  been 
formed  in  four  di\'isions  under  com- 
mand of  Generals  James  S.   Rains, 
John  B.  Clark,  M.  M.  Parsons,  and 
W.    Y.    Slack.      Of   Jackson's    force 
about  1,800  were  mounted  men  armed 
with  shotguns  and  judiciously  posted 
on  the  flanks  of  the  infantry.     After 
some  skirmishing  Sigel  at  10  o'clock 
opened  tire  with  7  guns,  which  brought 
an  ineffective  reply  from  the  Confed- 
erates, since,  from  want  of  ammuni- 
tion, the  latter  had.  charged  their  can- 
non wdth  pieces  of  chain,  iron  spikes, 
broken  iron  and  stones.    After  a  desul- 
tory fire  of  three  hours  the  Confed- 
erate cavalry,  making  a  Avide  circuit 


1(»  avoid  Sigel 's  artillery,  began  to 
close  in  on  him  and  threaten  his  train 
about  three  miles  in  the  rear.  Dis- 
posing of  4  guns  in  rear  and  2  on 
either  flank  Sigel  fell  back  until  he 
reached  Carthage  where  he  attempted 
to  make  another  stand.  But,  as  the 
enemy  was  still  working  on  both  flanks 
and  threatening  the  road  to  Spring- 
field, he  again  fell  back  three  miles  be- 
yond Carthage,  where  pursuit  ended. 
Sigel  then  marched  to  Sarcoxie,  and 
later  by  way  of  Mount  "\^ernon  to 
Springfield,  where  he  was  joined  by 
Lyon  on  the  13th.  In  the  battle  of 
Carthage  the  Union  loss  was  13  killed 
and  31  wounded  besides  the  loss  of  a 
company  of  94  men  left  at  Neosho 
which  was  surprised  and  captured  on 
the  5th  by  Churchill's  Arkansas  regi- 
ment. The  Confederate  loss  was 
about  30  killed  and  125  wounded.* 

The  Confederate  authorities  had 
ambitious  plans  for  the  West.  Al- 
ready possessing  Arkansas,  they  now 
hoped  to  secure  Missouri.  Major- 
General  Leonidas  Polk  was  stationed 
at  Memphis  early  in  July  to  command 
the  Mississippi,  and  as  the  neutrality 
policy  in  Kentucky  for  the  moment 
left  the  Tennessee  contingent  idle, 
Jackson  appealed  to  Polk  to  make  im- 
mediate preparations  for  a  campaign 
in  Missouri.  On  July  23  Polk  signi- 
fied to  the  Confederate  government 
his  purpose  to  send  two  strong  col- 
unms  into  Missouri  —  one  of  25,000 
men  under   General  Ben  MoCulloch 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  iii. ;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  268-26!). 
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against  Lyon  at  Springfield  and  the 
other  under  Gi'uerals  Gideon  J.  Pil- 
low and  Wilhani  J.  Hardee  into  south- 
western Missouri,  where  it  was  esti- 
mated they  could  collect  a  force  of 
18,000  men.  These  two  columns  were 
to  seize  St.  Louis,  cut  oft'  Lyon's  re- 
turn from  the  AVest,  then  enter  Ilh- 
nois  and  make  a  rear  attack  on  Cairo.* 
But  tills  projected  expedition  Avas  con- 
siderahly  curtailed  because  Governor 
Jackson  had  exaggerated  the  avail- 
able forces  fully  one-half.  Hence 
positive  action  in  Kentucky  was  de- 
ferred until  the  first  week  of  Septem- 
ber. While  the  Confederates  had 
blockaded  the  Mississippi  River,  the 
Union  forces  had  garrisoned  and  for- 
tified Cairo  and  were  building  gun- 
boats, organizing  regiments  and  plan- 
ning for  a  desperate  resistance. 

To  aid  the  rapid  completion  of  these 
plans  General  Fremont  was  ordered 
to  take  ch?rge  of  the  Western  depart- 
ment. In  many  respects  no  more  pop- 
ular appointment  could  have  been 
made  for  the  West  where  Fremont's 
name  carried  considerable  weight  and 
would  be  certain  to  enlist  much  en- 
thusiasm and  earnest  support.  Fre- 
mont arrived  from  Europe  about 
July  1  and  though  sorely  needed  in 
the  West  remained  in  New  York  three 
weeks  absorbed  largely  in  personal 
affairs ;  in  fact,  two  weeks  had  passed 
before  he  sent  his  letter  of  acceptance 
and  oath  of  office.  On  July  25  he  ar- 
rived at  St.  Louis  and  found  chaotic 


conditions.*  The  recruiting  offices 
were  full,  but  the  State  governor  and 
commanders  of  departments  were 
quarreling  over  the  driblets  of  arms 
and  equipments  remaining  in  arsenals. 
There  were  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
educated  and  experienced  officers  of 
the  late  regular  army  familiar  with 
organization  and  routine  to  furnish 
the  necessary  officers  for  the  newly 
organized  companies.  Hence  error, 
extravagance,  delay  and  waste  en- 
sued; regiments  were  sent  to  the  front 
without  arms,  rations  or  reinforce- 
ments, and  sometimes  without  being 
mustered  into  service.  Furthermore, 
a  destructive  guerilla  warfare  had 
broken  out,  degenerating  into  neigh- 
borhood and  family  feuds,  and  bloody 
personal  reprisal  and  revenge  known 
as  bushwhacking.  The  suppression 
of  these  disorders  was  left  to  the 
local  administration,  but  there  was 
so  much  unfortunate  jealousy  and 
rivalry  between  the  factions  of  rad- 
icals and  conservatives  that  the  au- 
thorities were  greatly  embarrassed 
and  often  thwarted.  As  time  passed 
the  animosity  between  these  factions 
increased  and  their  antagonistic  atti- 
tude continued  throughout  the  entire 
war.  This  situation  produced  no  end 
of  complications  requiring  the  direct 
interference  of  President  Lincoln  and 
taxed  to  the  utmost  his  great  forbear- 
ance.    Before  Fremont  had  left  New 


'Official  Records,  vol.  iii.,  p.  613. 


*  General  Fremont's  account  of  the  conditions 
existing  in  Missouri  and  his  side  of  the  subse- 
quent controversy  are  in  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
i.,  pp.  278-288, 
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York  Brigadier-General  John  Pope 
was  ordered  to  the  northern  part  of 
Missouri  to  settle  the  neighborhood 
troubles  there  and,  when  Fremont 
reached  St.  Louis,  Pope  had  eight  Illi- 
nois regiments  employedin  this  duty.* 
Within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival 
Fremont  gathered  all  the  available 
forces  (about  eight  regiments)  and 
personally  conducted  them  to  Cairo, 
the  strategic  key  of  the  whole  Missis- 
sippi valley.  While  this  was  a  proper 
precaution,  Fremont  should  first  have 
seen  to  the  safety  of  Lyon  at  Spring- 
field in  southwestern  Missouri. 

When  the  latter  left  St.  Louis  he 
knew  that  his  force  was  inadequate 
for  the  purpose  in  view,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  troops  being  organized 
in  the  contiguous  free  States  would 
be  rushed  to  his  aid.  When  he  com- 
bined his  troops  ^\'ith  those  under 
Sigel  who  had  retreated  from  Car- 
thage, Lyon  had  a  force  of  about 
6,200  men.  Unfortunately,  however, 
his  numbers  were  daily  growing  less 
by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  en- 
listment of  the  three  months'  volun- 
teers. Many  immediately  enlisted  un- 
der the  three  years'  call,  but  there  was 
a  considerable  shrinkage  of  numbers 
and  Lyon  found  himself  in  a  discour- 
aging position.  To  make  matters 
worse,  he  was  120  miles  from  a  rail- 
road, provisions  and  supplies  had  not 
arrived  as  expected,  and  a  formidable 
force  of  Confederates  was  just  beyond 
the  Arkansas  line.     He  sent  several 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
402-405. 


dispatches  to  Fremont  requesting 
aid,*  but  the  latter  responded  feebly. 
Instead  of  rusliing  all  available  troops 
and  plenty  of  supplies  to  Lyon,  Fre- 
mont sent  these  troops  to  Cairo  and 
merely  set  two  regiments  in  motion 
toward  Lyon.  Lyon's  danger  lay  in 
the  junction  of  the  various  Confed- 
erate leaders  just  beyond  the  Arkan- 
sas line.  General  McCulloch  had  been 
given  three  regiments  to  conquer  In- 
dian Territory,  but  instead  decided  to 
organize  a  campaign  of  his  own.  On 
July  30  he  reported  that  he  was  on 
his  way  toward  Springfield  with  his 
own  brigade  of  3,200  troops  under  the 
command  of  General  N.  B.  Pearce  and 
the  forces  under  General  Price,  which 
brought  the  total  up  to  about  11,000 
men.  On  August  1  Lyon  heard  of 
their  advance  and  marched  out  on  the 
Cassville  Road  to  meet  them  with 
about  6,000  men  and  18  guns,  hoping 
to  attack  the  largest  and  most  ad- 
vanced force,  drive  it  back  on  the 
others  and  strike  them  in  detail.  Ac- 
cordingly he  set  out  from  Springfield, 
advancing  about  20  miles  southwest- 
wardly,  and  on  the  afternoon  of 
August  2  his  advance  met  and  had  a 
lively  encounter  with  Price 's  advance 
under  General  Rains  at  Dug  Spring. 
The  engagement,  though  not  long,  was 
sharp  and  decisive  and  resulted  in  the 
retreat  of  the  Confederates.  After 
advancing  several  miles  Lyon  thought 
best  to  retire  to  Springfield,  whence 
he  reported  the  condition  of  atTairs 
to  Fremont,  asserting  that  he  would 

*  Official  Reoordfi,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  305,  397, 
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probably   be    compelled    to    abandon 
Springfield  anil  fall  back  to  St.  Louis 
or  into  Kansas.     McCulloch  had  re- 
fused to  support  Price  in  the  affair 
at  Dug  Spring  and  now  refused  to 
advance  unless  he  were  given  supreme 
command.      Price   consented   to  this 
arrangement  and  at  midnight  of  the 
5th  the  Confederate  army  advanced, 
hoping  to  suH-prise  Lyon.*      Finding 
that  he  had  retired,  however,  McCul- 
loch followed  and  on  the  6th  went  into 
camp    on   Wilson's    Creek   about   10 
miles  from  Springfield.     As  the  Con- 
federates   showed   no    disposition   to 
advance,  Lyon  proposed  to  make  a 
night  march  on  the  9th  and  attack  the 
Confederate  left  at  daybreak  of  the 
10th.    After  this  plan  had  been  agreed 
upon,  Colonel  Sigel  persuaded  Lyon 
to  permit  him  with  his  two  regiments, 
a  6-gun  battery,  and  two  companies  of 
cavalry,  to  nmke  a  flank  march  around 
the  Confederate  right  and  attack  from 
the  south  while  Lyon  attacked  from 
the  north.      Accordingly  Sigel  made 
his  detour  to  the  left  by  way  of  the 
Cassville  Road  and  at  daj^break  was 
within  a  mile  of  the  Confederate  rear. 
At  4  A.  M.  Lyon  struck  the  advance 
picket  of  Rains'  Missouri  command 
which  gave  the  alarm  and  at  5  :30  one 
of  the  most  stubborn  battles  of  the 
war  began.     The  position  on  Wilson's 
Creek  was  held  by  General  Price  with 
about  3,200  men  including  Henry  Gui- 
bor's  and  Hiram  M.   Bledsoe's  bat- 
teries,   reinforced    later    by    T.    J. 
Churchill's  regiment  and  W.  E.  Wood- 


Carr,  Missouri,  pp.  327-328. 


ruff's  battery,  both  from  Arkansas. 
At  Price's  right,  north  of  the  creek, 
was  McCulloch 's  brigade;  Pearce's 
Arkansas  brigade  was  on  McCulloch 's 
left  and  rear  and  on  the  same  side  of 
the  creek;  while  in  Pearce's  rear,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  creek,  were 
Churchill's  regiment  and  Green's  and 
J.  P.  Major's  cavalry. 

With  about  4,000  infantry  and  cav- 
alry and  the  two  batteries  of  James 
T  often  and  John  V.  Dubois  General 
Lyon  advanced  more  than  a  mile,  at- 
tacked   the    Confederate    right    and 
drove  it  from  the  crest  to  the  foot  of 
the  ridge.     At  the  same  time  Captain 
Joseph  B.  Plummer  with  300  regulars 
and  200  home  guards,  while  moving 
on  the  left  and  beyond  the  creek,  was 
attacked   by   the    3d   Louisiana    and 
other  parts   of  McCulloch 's  brigade 
and  was  checked,  his  command  later 
being  withdrawn.     At  about  8  o  'clock 
Price  attempted  to  turn  Lyon's  right, 
but  was  repulsed.     Meanwhile  Sigel, 
ha\ang  gained  the  Confederate  rear, 
drove    Churchill,    Major    and   Green 
from  their  camps,  crossed  the  creek, 
and,  marching  to  the  Springfield  and 
Fayetteville  Road,  was  there  attacked 
by  a  battalion  of  mounted  Missourians 
and  some  Texan s  and  a  part  of  the  3d 
Louisiana.     Bledsoe's  battery  opened 
on    his   front,   J.    G.   Reid's   battery 
joined  in  the  enfilading  fire,  the  Louisi- 
anians  charged  and  captured  five  of 
his  guns,  and  his  troops  were  driven 
from  the  field,  he  himself  narrowly 
escaping  capture.      Colonel  Salomon 
with  450  men  made  a  wide  detour  and 
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reached  Springfield  in  fair  shape,  Ijut 
Sigel's  command  took  no  further  part 
in  the  battle.  The  Confederates  now 
turned  their  entire  attention  to  Lyon, 
McCulloch's  brigade,  and  Pearce's 
Arkansas  brigade,  reinforcing  Price. 
The  latter  then  made  a  detennined 
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advance  in  two  lines  which  nearlj'  cov- 
ered Lyon 's  entire  front.  An  hour  of 
desperate  fighting  ensued  but  finally 
the  Confederates  were  repulsed. 
Learning  that  the  Confederates  ex- 
pected reinforcements,  Lyon  led  a 
charge  against  the  Confederate  right, 
driving  the  Confederates  before  him, 
but  unfortunately  at  this  juncture 
Lyon  was  killed  and  the  command  de- 
volved upon  Major  Samuel  D.  Sturgis. 
The  contest  continued  for  a  half  hour 


when  the  Confederates  gave  way  a 
short  distance,  to  re-form  and  make 
another  effort.  This,  however,  re- 
sulted in  a  disastrous  repulse,  but 
Sturgis,  deeming  too  hazardous  any 
attempt  to  hold  the  field,  retreated  to 
Springfield.  Upon  his  arrival  there 
Sturgis  yielded  the  command  to  Sigel, 
who,  the  next  morning,  marched  to- 
ward Eolla,  over  100  miles  distant. 
McCulloch  refused  to  pursue  Sturgis, 
and  Price,  resuming  command  of  the 
Missourians,  on  the  next  day  took  pos- 
session of  Springfield.  As  officially 
reported  the  Union  loss  was  223  killed, 
721  wounded,  and  291  missing;  the 
Confederate  loss  was  265  killed,  800 
wounded,  and  30  missing.  Revised 
statements  make  the  Union  loss  258 
killed,  873  wounded  and  186  missing, 
while  Price 's  adjutant-general  placed 
the  Confederate  loss  at  279  killed  and 
951  wounded.* 

This  disaster  turned  public  atten- 
tion and  criticism  sharply  upon  Fre- 
mont's department  and  administra- 
tion. Less  than  a  month  had  sufficed 
to  show  Fremont's  intellectual  weak- 
ness and  his  utter  incapacity  for  a 
responsible  command.  Instead  of 
bringing  order  into  the  chaotic  condi- 
tions, he  set  methods  and  routine  at 
defiance,  issued  commissions  and 
awarded  contracts  in  so  irregular  a 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  iii.:  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  269-273,  289-306;  Snead,  The  Fight 
for  Missouri;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  406-411;  Can-,  Missouri,  pp.  324- 
333;  the  biography  of  General  Lyon  in  National 
Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography,  vol.  iv.,  p. 
203:  Ashliel  Woodward,  Life  of  General  Nathaniel 
Lyon    (1862). 
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way  as  to  bring  a  protest  from  the 
reg-ular  accounting  officers,  and  tliongli 
especially  requested  by  the  President 
to  cooperate  with  the  provisional  gov- 
ernor, continued  to  ignore  him.  Soon 
a  storm  of  complaint  arose  and  re- 
ports came  to  Lincoln  from  various 
sources  that  the  man  to  whom  he  had 
looked  with  such  confidence  for  ad- 
ministrative aid  and  military  success 
had  proved  a  rank  incompetent. 
Accordingly  Lincoln  sent  Postmaster- 
General  Blair  and  Montgomery  C. 
Meigs  to  St.  Louis  to  make  a  brief  in- 
spection and  to  give  friendly  advice 
and  admonition  to  Fremont,  but  hardly 
had  they  gone  when  the  President 
read  Fremont's  amazing  proclama- 
tion of  August  30  written  ' '  without 
consultation  or  advice  with  anyone  "* 
establishing  martial  law  throughout 
Missouri,  confiscating  the  real  and 
personal  property  of  all  persons  iu 
the  State  who  should  take  up  arms 
against  the  United  States  or  should 
be  proved  to  have  taken  an  active  part 
with  the  enemy,  and  declaring  their 
slaves  freemen,  t  At  the  same  time 
Fremont  set  up  a  "  bureau  of  Aboli- 
tion "t  and  began  to  issue  deeds  of 
manumisision  to  slaves. ||  This  was 
going  quite  too  fast  and  too  far,  for 


*  Fremont  to  Lincoln,  September  8,  Official 
Records,  vol.   iii..  p.  477. 

t  For  the  proclamation  see  Official  Records. 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  466-467.  See  also  Nicolay  ami  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  416-417:  Williams, 
The  Scgro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  255- 
256. 

t  Diary  of  John  Huij  quoted  in  Xicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.   iv.,  p.  415. 

II  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  iii.,  p.  129. 


the  Government  had  as  yet  no  fixed 
policy  in  this  respect.  Nevertheless, 
though  the  act  was  one  of  insubordi- 
nation, Lincoln  decided  not  to  act 
harshly  against  Fremont.  In  a  letter 
dated  Sejitember  2  he  informed  Fre- 
mont of  the  danger  that  might  come 
from  the  proclamation  and  requested 
that  he  modify  it  so  as  to  conform  to 
the  confiscation  act  of  August  6, 1861.* 
In  reply  Fremont  said  that  the  proc- 
lamation had  been  issued  only  after 
full  deliberation  and  that  he  would 
not  modify  it  unless  openly  directed 
to  do  so  by  Lincoln.!  Accordingly, 
on  September  11,  Lincoln  issued  the 
order.! 

Whatever  temporary  popularity 
Fremont  gained  ^vith  anti-slavery  peo- 
ple by  reason  of  his  proclamation  was 
quickly  neutralized  by  a  military  dis- 
aster at  Lexington.  After  the  battle 
of  Wilson's  Creek  on  Aug-ust  10  Gen- 
eral Price,  deserted  by  McCulloch  and 
his  troops  and  by  General  Pearce  with 
his  Arkansas  State  forces,  moved 
northward  toward  the  Missouri  River, 
skirmished  with  a  force  under  Gen- 
eral J.  H.  Lane  on  September  7  at  Dry 
Wood  Creek,  drove  Lane  out  of  the 
State,  and  followed  as  far  as  Fort 
Scott  which  had  been  abandoned.  On 
the  10th  he  was  at  Rose  Hill  whence 
he  marched  for  Warrensburg,  which 
was  reached  on  the  11th,  Everett  Pea- 
body's  13th  Missouri  at  that  place  re- 
treating to  Lexington.      On  learning 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  469-470. 
flbid,  pp.  477-478. 

tibid,  pp.  48.5-486;   Williams,  The  Xegro  Race 
in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  256-257. 
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of  Price's  northwanl  movement  Fre- 
mont ordered  to  Lexington  a  force  of 
2,800  men  with  7  6-ponnder  guns  in 
command  of  Colonel  James  A.  Mul- 
ligan, of  the  23d  Illinois.  Mulligan 
threw  up  intrenchments  on  College 
Hill  northeast  of  the  city  which  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  were  bombarded 
from  four  different  points  by  Price. 
After  a  sharp  skirmish  MuUigan's 
outworks  were  captured  and  his 
troops  driven  behind  the  main  line. 
At  the  end  of  the  day  Price  withdrew 
to  await  reinforcements  and  ammuni- 
tion; and  Mulligan  strengthened  his 
position  and  prepared  for  a  siege. 
On  being  reinforced  to  25,000  men 
and  his  ammunition  coming  up.  Price 
moved  on  the  city  on  the  18th,  took 
possession,  closed  in  upon  Mulligan 
and  began  a  siege.  To  the  east,  north- 
east and  southwest  of  Mulligan's 
works  were  the  divisions  of  Rains  and 
Parsons;  on  the  river  bank  and  im- 
mediately beneath  Mulligan's  w^orks 
was  Benjamin  A.  Rives'  division,  sup- 
ported by  James  H.  McBride's  com- 
mand and  a  part  of  Harris'.  From 
a  dwelling  on  the  bluff,  125  yards  from 
the  works,  fire  was  opened  on  the  Con- 
federates but  the  latter  charged  and 
captured  the  house  and  also  the  bluff 
immediately  north  of  it.  This  house 
was  retaken  by  the  Union  troops,  but 
was  soon  regained  and  the  adjoining 
heights  fortified.  Firing  continued 
all  day  of  the  19th ;  the  water  supply 
gave  out  but  Mulligan  encouraged  his 
men  to  hold  on  until  reinforcements 
arrived.     It  was  no  use,  however,  and 


at  2  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th,  being  A\athout  water  or  rations 
and  short  of  ammunition.  Mulligan 
displayed  a  white  flag.  In  this  siege 
MulUgan  lost  42  killed,  108  wounded 
and  1,624  prisoners,  besides  7  guns, 
many  horses  and  a  large  amount  of 
stores.  Price's  loss  was  25  killed  and 
72  wounded.  Price  remained  at  Lex- 
ington until  September  30,  when, 
pressed  by  the  Union  advance  from 
Jefferson  City,  he  abandoned  the 
place  and  retreated  toward  Arkansas, 
leaving  a  guard  of  500  men  with  the 
prisoners  taken.  On  October  16  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  under  Major  F. 
J.  Wliite  surprised  the  party,  cap- 
tured 70,  and  released  the  prisoners.* 
The  first  impression  of  the  people 
in  the  North  on  the  publication  of  Fre- 
mont's proclamation  was  favorable 
to  it,  but,  when  Lincoln  modified  it, 
opinions  changed,  so  strong  were  his 
reasons  and  so  strong  a  hold  did  he 
have  on  the  people.  If  Fremont  had 
been  honest  and  patriotic  the  annul- 
ment of  his  decree  would  have  ended 
the  matter;  but  his  mismanagement 
of  the  western  department  and  the 
charges  of  corruption  at  St.  Louis 
imperatively  demanded  correction. 
When  Blair  and  Meigs  reached  St. 
Louis  on  September  12  it  did  not  take 
the  Postmaster  long  (even  though  he 
was  decidedly  friendly  to  Fremont) 
to  make  up  his  mind  that  the  removal 
of  Fremont  would  be  for  the  benefif; 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  iii.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  273,  307-313;  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p.  426  ei  seq. :  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  64-66. 
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of  the  country.  Colonel  Francis  P. 
Blair,  brother  of  Montgomery  Blair, 
had  been  firmly  convinced  of  Fre- 
mont's incapacity  and  in  public  print 
sharply  criticised  his  action.  Fre- 
mont placed  Blair  under  arrest, 
whereupon  the  latter  preferred  formal 
charges  against  the  general  and  the 
latter  in  turn  entered  formal  counter- 
charges against  Blair.*  Thereupon 
President  Lincoln  determined  to  ob- 
tain more  complete  and  exact  knowl- 
edge of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  sent 
Secretary  of  War  Cameron  and  Adju- 
tant-General Lorenzo  Thomas  to  in- 
vestigate. On  their  arrival  Cameron 
and  Thomas  were  informed  by  Gen- 
eral David  Hunter  that  the  latter 's 
division  of  the  army,  though  then  un- 
der orders  to  march,  could  not  be  put 
in  proper  marching  condition  for  a 
number  of  days.  Hunter  stated  also 
his  opinion  that  General  Fremont  was 
not  fitted  for  the  command  and  that 
though  he  himself  was  second  in  com- 
mand he  knew  nothing  whatever  of 
the  plans  and  purposes  of  his  chief,  t 
The  letters  of  General  Pope  to  Hunter 
and  of  Brigadier-General  Samuel  E. 
Curtis  to  Lincoln  were  of  the  same 
purport.!  Thus  the  opinions  of  three 
experienced  army  officers  coincided 
with  the  general  drift  of  evidence 
which  had  come  to  the  President  from 
civilian  officers  and  citizens.  On  Octo- 
ber 21  Cameron  and  Thomas  arrived 


at  Washington  and  made  tlieir  report. 
The  President  could  no  longer  hesi-. 
tate  and  on  October  24  directed  that 
Fremont  be  relieved  and  that  General 
Hunter  be  called  temporarily  to  take 
his  command.  This  letter  was  to  be 
delivered  to  Fremont  unless  when  the 
messenger  reached  him  he  should 
have  "  under  personal  command 
fought  and  won  a  battle  or  [should] 
then  be  actually  in  a  battle  or  [should] 
then  be  in  the  immediate  presence  of 
the  enemy  in  expectation  of  a  battle. '  '* 
As  none  of  these  conditions  prevailed, 
the  order  was  given  to  General  Fre- 
mont and  on  November  2  he  turned 
over  his  command  to  General  Hunter. 
Upon  taking  command  Hunter  learned 
that  ostensible  preparations  had  been 
made  and  orders  issued  for  a  battle 
under  assumption  that  the  enemy  was 
at  Wilson 's  Creek  advancing  to  an  at- 
tack. Hunter  sent  a  reconnoissance 
to  Wilson's  Creek  and  found  that  no 
enemy  whatever  was  there  or  was 
expected  there,  Fremont  having  been 
duped  by  his  own  scouts.  Accord- 
ingly after  Fremont  had  taken  his 
leave  of. the  army,  Hunter  drew  back 
the  Federal  army  from  Springfield  to 
Holla  and  a  large  part  of  it  was  after- 
ward transferred  to  another  field  of 
action,  t 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
413-414. 

1;  Ibid,  p.  430. 

t  For  these  letters  see  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  431-432. 


'  Lincoln  to  Curtis,  October  24,  1861,  Official 
Records,  vol.  iii.,  p.  553. 

t>»icolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  433-439;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
476-482.  Regarding  tlie  abandonment  of  Spring- 
field see  Greeley's  opinion  in  his  American  Con- 
flict, vol.  i.,  p.  594.  He  calls  the  retreat  "  sneak- 
ing back  to  our  fastnesses  along  the  lines  of 
completed  railroads  and  within  striking  distance 
of  St.  Louis." 
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1S61-1S63. 

NAVAL    AND    MILITARY    OPERATIONS  IN  THE  EAST. 
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At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  Fed- 
eral navy  was  small  and  was  rapidly 
falling  into  decadence.  Of  its  90 
ships  more  than  one-half  had  become 
useless  and  many  of  the  others  were 
on  distant  cruises.*  Through  the  in- 
defatigable exertions  of  Secretary 
Welles  and  his  assistant  Gustavus  V. 
Fox,  and  bj'  the  purchase  and  charter 
of  merchant  steamers,  a  navy  was  im- 
provised. Prior  to  Lincoln's  inaugu- 
ration seven  sloops  of  war  had  been 
authorized  by  Congress  and  construc- 
tion work  was  immediately  begun  at 
the  several  navy  yards,  while  23  sim- 
ilar gunboats  were  contracted  for  with 
private  concerns.  Three  ironclads 
were  designed  and  contracted  for  also, 
the  achievement  of  one  of  them  be- 
coming historic. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the 
navy  was  suitable  harbors  which 
might  be  used  as  coal  depots  and  as 
points  of  rendezvous  or  harbors  of 
refuge  for  tlie  blockading  fleet.  In 
July  the  Navy  Department  began  to 
study  this  problem,  the   solution   of 


Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p.  3. 


which  was  rendered  much  easier  by 
an  event  which  occurred  on  the  sea- 
coast  of  North  Carolina.  At  Hat- 
teras Inlet  the  Confederates  had  built 
two  forts  and  armed  them  with  guns 
brought  from  Norfolk:  Fort  Hat- 
teras, nearest  the  inlet  with  25  guns 
and  Fort  Clark,  half  a  mile  to  the 
north,  with  5  guns.  The  forts  which 
were  garrisoned  by  over  700  men, 
were  under  command  of  Major  W.  S. 
G.  Andrews.  Perceiving  the  impor- 
tance of  having  command  of  this  inlet 
an  expedition  for  its  capture  was  or- 
ganized. In  the  forenoon  of  August 
26,  1861,  a  Union  fleet  of  7  vessels 
carrjdng  143  guns,  under  command  of 
Flag-officer  Silas  H.  Stringhara,  and  3 
transports,  carrying  930  men  and  a 
light  battery,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Butler,  set  sail  from  Hampton 
Roads,  arri\'ing  off  Hatteras  Inlet  the 
next  afternoon.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the 
28th  Stringham  began  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  forts,  and  a  little  later 
about  300  troops,  with  two  howitzers, 
were  landed  on  the  island  above  the 
forts.  Fort  Clark  was  silenced  be- 
fore noon,  the  greater  part  of  its  gar- 


DFPONT  AT  PORT  ROYAL  BAY. 


71 


rison  retreating  to  Fort  Hatteras, 
some  escaping  from  the  island  by 
boats.  At  night  the  fleet  withdrew, 
but  renewed  the  attack  on  Fort  Hat- 
teras early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
and  before  noon  the  fort  surrendered, 
with  a  loss  of  30  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Union  loss  was  1  wounded.* 

Before  the  expedition  against  Hat- 
teras set  sail,  another  expedition  had 
been  planned  on  a  somewhat  extended 
scale.      Captain  Samuel  F.  DuPont 
was  ordered  to  organize  the  naval  ex- 
pedition   and    General    Thomas    W. 
Sherman  a  force  of  12,000  men  to  ac- 
company it.      The   Board   of  Naval 
Strategy  had  carefully  investigated, 
and  in  reports  of  July  5  and  13  recom- 
mended that  either  Bull's  Bay,  Port 
Royal  Sound  or  Fernandina  should 
be  captured  and  occupied.      It  was 
agreed  between  DuPont  and  Sheraian 
to    seize  Port  Royal  Bay,   56  miles 
south  of  Charleston  and  25  north  of 
Savannah.      On  October  29  the  fleet 
of  16  war  vessels  and  nearly  40  trans- 
ports carrying  Sherman's  12,000  men 
^\^th  supplies  set  sail  from  Hampton 
Roads.    On  the  following  day  the  fleet 
was  struck  by  a  furious  storm  off  Hat- 
teras and  scattered.    Four  vessels  and 
a  few  lives  were  lost,  one  war  vessel 
was  disabled  and,  vnth  two  transports, 
returned  to  Hampton  Roads,  but  by 
November  6  the  fleet  had  reassembled 
off  the  entrance  to  Port  Royal  Bay, 


'Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  632-633; 
Maclay,  History  of  the  Navy,  vol.  ii.,  PP-  239- 
246;  Butler's  report  of  August  30  in  Official  Rec- 
ords, vol.  iv.,  pp.  581-587;  Confederate  Military 
Hist  or  !i.  vul.  iv.,  pp.  24-28:  vol.  xii.,  pp.  16-18. 


the  gunboats  preceding,  having  driven 
into  the  harbor  three  Confederate  ves- 
sels that  had  run  out  and  opened  fire 
upon  them.     The  bay  was  defended 
by  two  earthworks,  one  on  each  side 
of  the  entrance,  and  some  shore  bat- 
teries.    To  the  north  on  Bay  Point, 
on    St.    Phillips   Island,    stood   Fort 
Beauregard,  and  to  the  south  on  Hil- 
ton Head  stood  Fort  Walker.     These 
were     strong     and     well-constructed 
works  mounting  42  guns,  22  of  which 
were  in  Fort  Walker  and  garrisoned 
by  nearly  3,000  men  under  command 
of     General     Thomas     F.     Drayton. 
Besides  these  land  works  there  were 
three  small  Confederate  gunboats  of 
2  guns  each  in  the  bay  under  command 
of  Commodore  Josiah  Tatnall.     The 
Wabash,  DuPont 's  flag  ship,  carrying 
46  guns,  was  to  lead  in  the   attack 
followed  by  9  other  vessels  a  ship's 
length  apart,  and  a  flanking  column  of 
5  gunboats  was  to  move  on  the  right. 
In  this  formation  the  fleet  was  to  pass 
up  the  roads  on  the  Bay  Point  side, 
bombarding    Fort    Walker    as    they 
passed,  until  each  vessel  had  reached 
a  point  two  miles  above  the  fort,  wdien 
they  were  to  come  back  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  deliver  their  broadsides  on 
Fort    Walker    and    enfilade    its    two 
water  faces.     Ha\ing  completed  the 
circuit   the    line    was    to    repeat    the 
movement  until  the  forts  surrendered. 
At  the  same  time  the  five  flanking 
gunboats  were  to  pass  and  attack  Fort 
Beauregard  and,  on  reaching  the  turn- 
ing point  two  miles  above,  to  remain 
there  and  prevent  Tatnall's  gunboats 
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from  making  a  das4i  nijon  the  trans- 
ports. At  9  A.  M.  on  November  7  the 
fleet  crossed  the  bar,  DnPont  leading 
the  Wabash  «up  the  bay  and  receiving 
the  first  fire  from  both  forts  at  9  :26. 
The  fleet  continued  firing  as  they  went 
until  two  miles  beyond  the  forts,  then 
turned  to  the  left  in  a  wide  eiwle  and 
went  back  past  Fort  Walker  at  800 


yards  distance,  opening  upon  it  broad- 
side after  broadside.  The  gun  fire 
from  the  fleet  was  a  terrific  contin- 
uous roar,  shells  flying  into  the  fort 
"  not  28  in  a  minute  but  as  fast  as 
a  horse's  feet  beat  the  ground  in  a 
gallop."*  The  Confederates  replied 
with  a  well  maintained  fire  notwith- 
standing that  they  were  being  almost 
buried  under  the  dirt  thrown  up  by 
the  Union  shells.  At  the  same  time 
the  flanking  column  of  gunboats 
steamed  up  the  bay,  poured  broad- 
sides into  Fort  Beauregard,  and 
drove  Tatnall's  fleet  into  Scull  Creek. 
Taking  a  position  near  the  shore  and 


flanking  Fort  Walker,  the  gunboats 
opened  upon  it  a  destructive  fire  to 
which  no  response  was  made  as  the 
one  gun  on  that  flank  of  the  fort  had 
been  disabled.  On  the  tliird  circuit 
when  the  Union  war  vessels  were 
maintaining  a  still  more  terrific  fire 
against  Fort  Walker  it  was  observed 
that  no  reply  was  made.  '"  What 
could  flesh  and  blood  do  against  such 
afire?  *  *  *  The  Tro/^as/i  was  a 
destroying  angel  hugging  the  shore; 
calling  the  soundings  with  cold  in- 
difference; slowing  the  engine  so  as 
only  to  give  steerage  way;  signalling 
to  the  vessels  their  various  evolutions ; 
and  at  the  same  time  raining  shells, 
as  with  target  practice,  too  fast  to 
count."*  Accordingly  a  small  party 
was  sent  ashore,  the  Confederate  flag 
was  haulcMl  down,  and  at  2:20  p.  m. 
the  Union  flag  was  run  up.  At  5 
o'clock  Fort  Beauregard  was  aban- 
doned after  its  commanding  officer 
had  spiked  the  guns  and  destroyed 
the  greater  part  of  the  powder  and 
it  was  occupied  the  next  morning  by 
General  1. 1.  Stevens'  brigade.  Mean- 
while the  transports  had  come  into 
the  bay  and  landed  General  H.  G. 
Wright's  brigade  at  Hilton  Head. 
The  Union  loss  was  8  killed  and  23 
wounded  and  the  Confederate  loss  11 
killed,  48  wounded,  and  7  missing. t 
After  this  battle  the  navy  explored 
the  various  sounds  and  creeks  in  the 
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I.  VIEW  OF  PORT  ROYAL. 
2.  SECTION  OF  FORT  W.U-KER  AT  HILTON  HEAD,  PORT  ROYAL. 
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vicinity,   capturing   some   abandoned 
guns. 

While  tlie  navy  was  tlius  employed 
the    army    completed    a    large    and 
strongly  intrenched  camp  at  Hilton 
Head  surrounding  Fort  Walker,  and 
on   December  11   occupied  Beaufort. 
Toward  the  end  of  December  the  Con- 
federates erected  a  strong  fort  on  the 
mainland  opposite,  and  commanding 
Port   Royal    Ferry    on   the    Coosaw. 
The   position  was  held  by  the  14th 
South  Carolina  regiment,  4  companies 
of  the  12th  South  Carolina,  about  45 
cavalry  and  a  section  of  Leake's  bat- 
tery under  the  supreme  command  of 
Colonel  James  Jones.     A  battery  had 
been   put  in   position   opposite   Sea- 
brook's  Point  and  obstructions  were 
placed  in  the  river  above  and  below 
the  ferry  to  prevent  an  attack  by  the 
gunboats.      To  clear  the  river  Gen- 
eral I.  I.  Stevens'  brigade  reii>lorced 
by  two  regiments,  in  all  about  3,000 
men,  was  to  cross  the  Coosaw  below 
Port  Royal  Ferry,  advance  up  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  and  attack  the  work 
from  the  rear  while  two  gunboats  and 
several  smaller  armed  vessels  under 
command  of  C.  R.  P.  Eodgers  were 
to    enter    the    Coosaw    by    Beaufort 
River.    A  naval  cooperating  force  was 
to  move  up  Broad  River  and  thence 
to  the  Coosaw  to  attack  the  battery 
opposite  Seabrook's  Point.     At  1  a.  m. 
on  January  1,  1862,  the  embarkation 
began.     At  1 :30  the  troops  moved  to- 


ward Port  Royal  Ferry,  the  gunboats 
and  launches   sheUing  the  woods  in 
advance  of  the  skirmish  line.     When 
a  mile  had  been  covered  a  masked  bat- 
tery opened  on  Stevens'  column  but 
this   was   soon   captured,   whereupon 
the  fort  was   abandoned,  the  enemy 
leaving  one  gun.   The  gunboats  cleared 
th<'  river  and  the  captured  fort  was 
then  leveled  to  the  ground.      In  this 
engagement    the    Union    loss    was    3 
killed  and  14  wounded  and  the  Con- 
federate loss  8  killed  and  23  wounded.* 
Meanwhile  towai'd  the  end  of  July, 
Wise  had  been  driven  from  the  Kana- 
wha  valley.    There   were   but   three 
rotates  across  the  mountains  separat- 
ing West  Virginia  from  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  that  were  practicable  for 
military  operations;   the  Northwest- 
ern turnpike  on  the  north ;  the  Staun- 
ton and  Parkersburg  turnpike  farther 
south,    and    the    Kanawha    turnpike 
leading    past    Gauley    Bridge,    still 
farther  south.     While  McClellan  was 
seizing  the  first  two,  a  column  under 
General  Jacob  D.  Cox  was  operating 
on  the  latter.  At  the  time  General  Gar- 
nett  was  sent  to  Rich  Mountain,  Gen- 
eral H.  A.  Wise  was  ordered  to  raise  a 
force  for  the  defense  of  the  Kanawha 
Valley,  and  General  J.  B.  Floyd  was 
directed  to  raise  a  brigade  for  service 
in   southwestern   Virginia.     On  July 
2    McClellan    ordered    General    Cox, 
with  a  brigade,  to  cross  the  Ohio  at 
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GaJlipolis    and   conduct    a   campaign 
against  Wise,  and  on  the  6th  ho  was 
ordered  to  march  on  Charleston  and 
Gaiiley  Bridge.    Cox  crossed  the  Ohio, 
with  about  3,000  men,  drove  in  some 
of  Wise's  advance  detachments,  and 
on  July  11  moved  up  the  Groat  Kana- 
wha River,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th 
reaching  the  mouth  of  the  PocotaUgo, 
a  hirge  creek»which  enters  the  Kana- 
wha from  the  north,  whore  he  heard 
that  200  troops  and  two  guns  under 
Colonel  Patton  were  in  position  above 
the  mouth   of  Scarey  Creek  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Kanawha,  and  about 
three  miles  distant.    It  was  necessary 
to  dislodge  Patton,  whoso  guns  com- 
manded the  river.    Cox  landed  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  and  on  the 
17th  Colonel  John  W.  Lowe,  A\'ith  the 
1-th  Ohio,  two  companies  of  the  21st, 
and  some  cavalry,  in  all  1,0*20  men 
and  2  guns,  was  landed  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  and  advanced  upon 
Patton,  reaching  the  bank  of  the  creek 
about  3  p.  M.     The  guns  wore  put  in 
position    and   the   cavalry   advanced, 
but  were  speedily  driven  back  by  the 
Confederate  guns.    The  artillery  then 
opened  on  both  sides  and,  after  some 
sharp     firing,     Patton 's     men     were 
seized  with  panic ;  but  reinforcements 
coming  up,  they  were  rallied,  and  the 
Confederates  advanced  and  took  posi- 
tion   along    the    bank    of    the    creek, 
across  which  there  was  a  severe  con- 
test.    A  small  Union  force  was  sent 
across  the  creek  to  turn  the  Confed- 
erate loft  and  seize  their  guns;  but, 
not  waiting  for  this  movement  to  de- 


velop, the  main  body  charged  across 
the  creek  and  drove  the  Confederates 
up  the  hillside,  back  upon  their  gTins, 
and  another  panic  ensued.  But  more 
reinforcements  coming  up,  the  Con- 
federates rallied  and  poured  such  a 
telling  tire  into  the  advancing  Union 
lino  that  it  fell  back  in  disorder,  leav- 
ing dead  and  wounded  on  the  field, 
recrossed  the  creek,  and  continued  the 
retreat.  The  Union  loss  was  two 
officers  and  12  men  killed  and  47 
men  wounded;  the  Confederate  loss, 
one  officer  and  four  men  killed,  and 
nine  wounded.* 

This  check  delayed  Cox  until  he 
could  get  land  transportation,  which 
came  up  on  the  23d,  and  the  next  day 
he  advanced,  took  Charleston  on  the 
25th,  which  Wise  had  hurriedly  aban- 
doned, and  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
reached  Gauley  Bridge,  Wise  retreat- 
ing before  him  and  not  halting  till  he 
reached  Greenbrier  and  the  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Avhere  he  was  joined 
by  General  Floyd.  The  whole  of  West 
Virginia,  with  the  gateways  to  the 
East,  were  now  in  Union  possession, 
but  the  'Confederatos  did  not  let  the 
possession  go  unchallenged  and  made 
efforts  to  recover  the  lost  ground. 

After  the  defeat  and  death  of  Gen- 
eral Garnett,  General  W.  W.  Loring 
took  command  of  the  Confederate 
forces  in  northwestern  Virginia,  and 
being  strongly  reinforced  began  prep- 
arations to  retake  Cheat  Mountain. 
Before  these  preparations  wore  com- 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  ii.;   Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  24-29. 
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pleted,  General  R.  E.  Lee  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  all  the 
Confederate  forces  in  West  Virginia, 
and  early  in  August  planned  to  break 
tlirough  the  Alleghanies  and  recover 
the  country  west  of  the  Ohio.  His 
point  of  attack  was  the  Union  position 
covering  Beverly  and  the  road  west- 
ward. McClellan  had  been  called  to 
Washington,  leaving  General  Rose- 
crans  in  command  in  West  Virginia; 
General  J.  J.  Reynolds  had  command 
of  the  Union  troops  holding  in- 
trenched positions  at  Cheat  Mountain 
summit,  Elk  Water  and  Huttonsville. 
Two  Confederate  columns  were  sent 
by  the  Staunton  road  against  Cheat 
Snnnnit  and  one  by  the  Lewisburg 
and  Huntersville  road  against  Elk 
Water.  At  the  same  time  another 
column  was  ordered  to  pierce  the  line 
between  Elk  Water  and  Cheat  Sum- 
mit, a  distance  of  eight  miles  through 
a  trackless  mountain  forest,  to  gain 
the  rear  of  both  positions.  The  move- 
ment began  on  September  11.  A  part 
of  Lee's  command  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  rear  of  the  Union  troops  at 
the  Summit,  a  part  attacked  by  the 
Staunton  road  in  front,  and  both  were 
repulsed.  The  column  sent  against 
Elk  Water  appeared  before  that  posi- 
tion but,  upon  the  failure  of  the  other 
columns,  made  no  attack,  and  on  the 
15th  all  the  columns  retired  to  their 
old  positions.  Lee  was  greatly  disap- 
pointed and  deeply  mortified  at  his 
failure,  and  was  under  a  clou'l  from 
which  he  did  not  emerge  till  after  he 
had  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 

Vol.  VIII  — 6 


Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  in  June 
of  1862.  No  further  effort  was  made 
by  the  Confederates  to  regain  the 
ground  lost  in  the  northwest,  nor  was 
a  general  Union  advance  attempted, 
but  there  were  sharp  encounters  at 
Camp  Bartow,  or  Greenbrier  River, 
and  Camp  Alleghany. 

On  October  2,  1861,  the  Confeder- 
ates held  Camp  Bartow,  where  the 
road  from  Beverly  to  Staunton 
crosses  the  Greenbrier  River,  with 
about  2,500  men  and  eight  guns,  under 
command  of  General  H.  R.  Jackson. 
General  J.  J.  Reynolds,  commanding 
the  Union  troops  at  Cheat  Mountain 
Summit,  12  miles  west,  concluded  to 
feel  Jackson's  position  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  force  it.  He  marched  at  mid- 
night of  the  2d  with  about  5,000  men 
and  13  guns,  drove  in  a  picket  post 
west  of  the  Greenbrier  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d,  and,  coming  to  within  600 
or  700  yards  of  Jackson's  intrenched 
position  beyond  the  stream,  opened  on 
it  Avith  his  artillery,  the  Confederates 
promptly  repljing.  Several  guns 
were  disabled  on  either  side,  and  Rey- 
nolds then,  under  cover  of  a  demon- 
stration on  Jackson 's  left,  moved  with 
six  regiments  to  turn  his  right.  The 
regiment  to  make  the  demonstration 
on  the  left  crossed  the  stream,  but 
was  quickly  driven  back,  and  when  the 
six  regiments  were  about  to  cross  the 
stream  on  Jackson's  right  they  were 
met  by  such  a  severe  fire  of  artillery 
and  musketry  that  Reynolds  deemed 
further  effort  inadvisable  and  with- 
drew  with   a   loss   of  43   killed   and 
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wounded.     The  Confederate  loss  was 
39  killed  and  wounded.* 

After  the  affair  at  Camp  Bartow  on 
October  3, 1861,  the  Union  troops  had 
remained  at  Cheat  Mountain  Summit. 
General  R.  H.  Milroy,  who  was  in 
command  on  December  12,  1861,  de- 
termined to  attack  Camp  Alleghany, 
the  summit  of  Alleghany  Mountain, 
to  which  the  Confederates  had  fallen 
back  from  Camp  Bartow,  and  which 
was  held  by  Colonel  Edward  Johnson, 
wnth  1,400  men  and  8  guns,  partially 
intrenched.  With  1,800  men  Milroy 
marched  to  Camp  Bartow  on  Decem- 
ber 12  and  made  his  dispositions.  One 
column  of  900  men,  under  Colonel 
James  A.  Jones,  was  to  ascend  the 
mountain,  until  near  its  summit,  when, 
leaving  the  road,  it  was  to  move  to  the 
left  and  attack  Johnson's  right  and 
rear,  while  another  column  of  900 
men,  under  Colonel  G.  C.  Moody,  was 
to  move  down  the  Greenbank  road  and 
by  a  circuitous  route,  concealed  by 
heavy  forests,  assail  Johnson's  left. 
The  attacks  were  to  be  made  simul- 
taneously at  4  A.  M.  of  the  13th.  Jones 
started  at  midnight,  gained  his  as- 
signed position  on  time,  and  waited 
for  Moody,  but  his  presence  being 
discovered,  he  was  quickly  engaged 
and  for  a  time  met  with  success,  driv- 
ing the  Confederates  before  him;  but 
Johnson  rallying  his  troops  on  that 
flank  and  fighting  desperately,  Jones 
was  repulsed  after  a  two-hours'  con- 


test, leaving  his  dead  and  many 
wdunded  on  the  field.  "While  Jones 
was  being  driven  from  Johnson's 
right  Moody  was  slowly  approaching 
his  left.  He  had  been  delayed  by  the 
difficulties  of  his  route,  and  it  was 
after  8  o'clock  wJien  he  became  en- 
gaged, and  was  met  by  such  a  severe 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  that  he 
could  make  no  progress,  but  continued 
a  desultory  skirmish  until  afternoon, 
when  he  fell  back,  and  the  whole  force, 
reuniting  at  Camp  Bartow,  marched 
back  to  Cheat  Summit.  The  action 
was  the  most  severely  contested  in 
the  West  Virginia  campaign  of  1861. 
The  Union  loss  was  20  killed,  107 
wounded,  and  10  missing;  the  Con- 
federate loss  was  20  killed,  98 
wounded,  and  28  missing.* 

Meanwhile,  on  August  23,  General 
John  B.  Floyd,  who  had  marched  from 
Lewigburg,  crossed  to  the  north  side 
of  Gauley  River  at  Carnifex  Ferry, 
West  Virginia,  with  five  regiments  of 
Virginia  infantry,  100  cavalry  and  5 
guns,  aggregating  about  2,600  men. 
The  7th  Ohio  under  Colonel  E.  B. 
Tyler  was  ordered  by  General  Rose- 
crans  to  Cross  Lanes,  two  miles  from 
Floyd's  position,  which  he  reached  on 
the  night  of  the  25th.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  having  raised 
two  flat  boats  which  Floyd  had  sunk, 
Tyler  crossed  the  Gauley  at  Carnifex 
Ferry  and  surprised  him,  routing 
the    regiment    with    a   loss    in    killed 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  v.;  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  ii..  pt.  ii..  pp.  43-44;  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
168-171;   vol.  vi.,  pp.  70-72. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  v.;  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  ii.,  p.  4o  rt  seq.;  vel.  iii.,  pp.  171- 
177;   vol.  vi..  pp.  7.S-74. 
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and    wounded    of    45    and    96    pris- 
onors.      About    JOO    men    escaped   to 
Gauley  bridge  and  about  400  were  col- 
lected and  rallied  by  Major  John  S. 
Casement,    who    led   them    over    the 
mountains  to  Elk  River  and  thence  to 
Charleston.*     Floyd's    intention    in 
crossing  the  Gauley,  was 
to    force    the    retreat    of 
General  J.  D.  Cox  from 
Gauley  bridge   down   the 
Kanawha  valley  where  he 
proposed    to    follow    him 
and  make    a   raid   of   50 
miles  into  Ohio ;  but  Gen- 
eral H.  A.  Wise,  who  com- 
manded one  of  the  Con- 
federate brigades,  refused 
to  obey  Floyd's  orders  to 
cross     the     Gauley,     nor 
could  even  the  authority 
of   Lee    reduce    the    Vir- 
ginian   governor    to    real 
subordination.!    Thereup- 
on Floyd  abandoned  his 
idea  of  invading  Ohio  and 
intrenched  his  position  in 
a  bend  of  the  Gauley,  both 
flanks    resting    on    preci- 
pices rising  abruptly  from 
the    river.      His    presence    consider- 
ably annoyed  Rosecrans,  who  turned 
his  attention  from  the  €heat  Moun- 
tain region  where  he  had  been  con- 
fronting General  Lee.    Leaving  Gen- 
eral J.  J.  Reynolds  to  take  care  of 
Lee,  Rosecrans  took  seven  and  one- 
half    regiments    of    Ohio    infantry. 


two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  three 
companies  of  infantry,  marched  from 
Bulltown  September  9,  crossed  Big 
Birela  Mountain,  and,  driving  the  36th 
Virginia  and  a  company  of  cavalry 
before  him,  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 10  reached  Cross  Lanes  about 
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*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  143-144. 
t  Ibid,   p.    145. 


2  P.  M.,  where  he  learned  that  Floyd 
was  intrenched  two  miles  away.  Gen- 
eral H.  W.  Benham,  commanding  the 
leading  brigade,  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance cautiously  but  not  to  engage 
Floyd  until  the  entire  column  came 
up  unless  he  saw  a  good  opening. 
Benham  drove  in  Floyd's  pickets, 
and,  getting  the  impression  that  the 
latter    was    in    full    retreat,    rashly 
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pressed  forward,  deploying  to  tlie  left 
and  coming  under  a  sharp  tire  from 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  guns.  He 
made  some  spirited  charges  oipon 
these  works  but  was  repulsed,  and 
then  called  for  help.  Eosecrans  has- 
tened up  with  the  brigades  of  Colonels 
E.  P.  Scammon  and  R.  L.  McCook, 
and  going  to  the  front  was  surprised 
to  learn  that  his  head  of  column  had 
been  engaged  before  he  had  time  to 
plan  an  attack.  It  was  too  late  to 
withdraw  without  giving  the  appear- 
ance of  defeat,  and  attacks  were  made 
in  which  Scammon  and  McCook  par- 
ticipated, but  darkness  was  rapidly 
coming  on,  the  men  were  exhausted 
after  their  long  march,  and  Rosecrans 
ordered  the  troops  to  withdraw,  in- 
tending to  rencAv  the  fight  in  the  morn- 
ing. Floyd,  however,  had  reported 
that  his  position  could  be  subjected  to 
a  destructive  cannonade,  and  during 
the  night  he  retreated  across  the 
Gauley,  destroyed  the  foot  bridge  be- 
hind him  and  also  the  flat  boats,  and 
retreated  with  Wise  to  Sewell  Moun- 
tain. The  Union  loss  in  this  engage- 
ment was  17  killed  and  141  wounded, 
while  the  Confederates,  being  well 
protected  behind  their  works,  had 
none  killed  and  only  21  wounded.* 

After  some  delay  Rosecrans  ad- 
vanced to  the  top  of  Big  Sewell  Moun- 
tain, 34  miles  from  Gauley  Bridge,  and 
began  skirmishing  with  the  Confeder- 
ates.    Lee,  Avith  a  part  of  Loring's 


command,  joined  Floyd  on  September 
29  and  assumed  command.  The  two 
opposing  armies  that  lay  opposite 
each  other  upon  the  crests  of  Big 
Sewell,  separated  by  a  deep  gorge, 
were  about  equal  in  number,  but  each 
commander  had  exaggerated  ideas  of 
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*  Official  Records,  vol.  v. ;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  14.5-146;  Confederate  Military  Eistory, 
vol.   ii.,  chap,   iii.,  pp.  37-39. 


the  strength  of  the  other,  and  it  was 
difficult  for  either  to  make  an  offens- 
ive move.  On  the  night  of  October  5 
Rosecrans  began  to  fall  back  and  at 
the  end  of  four  days  his  brigades 
were  in  camp  between  Hawk's  Nest 
and  Gauley  Bridge.  When  Lee  dis- 
covered Rosecrans'  retreat  he  ordered 
the  cavalry  to  follow;  when  satisfied 
that  he  had  gone  clear  to  Gauley 
Bridge  he  began  repairing  the  road 
from  Sewell  Mountain  to  Lewisburg, 
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and  projected  a  campai,a:n  for  Floyd 
down  the  left  bank  of  New  River  and 
then  to  the  mouth  of  Loop  creek,  the 
head  of  navigation  of  the  Kanawha  to 
intercept  Rosecrans'  communications, 
while  an  effort  was  being  made  to 
press  Mm  in  front.  Floyd  lost  no 
time;  on  October  10  he  started  and 
after  a  difficult  march  over  mountain 
roads,  crossed  New  River  at  Rich- 
mond Ferry,  and  toiled  over  the 
Raleigh,  Fayette  and  Kanawha  turn- 
pike, through  Fayette^dlle,  and  on  the 
22d  camped  on  Cotton  Hill,  five  miles 
beyond  Fayetteville,  in  the  elbow 
south  of  the  junction  of  the  New  and 
Gauley  rivers.  On  November  1  he 
opened  on  the  post  at  Gauley  Bridge 
with  artillery.*  The  ordnance  stores 
at  the  post  were  moved  into  a  gorge 
out  of  range  of  the  Confederate  gims 
and  a  battery  was  established  high  up 
on  Gauley  Mountain  to  reply.  This 
artillery  duel  continued  for  ten  days. 
Meanwhile,  hoping  to  capture  Floyd 
by  turning  his  position  from  below, 
the  brigades  of  Benham  and  Robert 
C.  Schenck  were  sent  forward,  Avhile 
Cox,  who  was  in  command  at  Gauley 
Bridge,  was  to  cooperate.  On  the 
10th  Cox  crossed  his  brigade  in  boats 
over  New"  River,  and  after  a  sharp 
fight  of  two  days  drove  Floyd  from 
Cotton  Hill.  The  cooperative  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  Benliam  and 
Schenck 's  brigades  on  Floyd's  left 
and  rear  failed  because  Floyd,  learn- 
ing of  the  movement,  retreated  on  the 
12th,  abandoning  wagons  and  supplies 

*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  p.  147. 


and  did  not  cease  his  retreat  until 
he  I'eached  the  Holston  Valley  Rail- 
road.* 

In  the  northeast  General  B.  F.  Kel- 
ley,  who  had  been  guarding  a  part  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
marched  from  New  Creek  on  the 
night  of  October  25  with  detachments 
of  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  troops  and 
two  companies  of  cavalry  for  the  pur- 
pose of  occupjdng  Romney,  "West 
"\lrginia.  After  a  sharp  engagement 
on  the  26th  the  Confederates  were 
driven  from  their  intrenchments  and 
the  town  was  captured  together  with 
all  the  Confederate  trains,  2  guns,  300 
stand  of  arms,  and  much  camp  equip- 
age. A  supporting  column  of  the  2d 
Maryland  under  Colonel  Johns,  march- 
ing from  the  mouth  of  Patterson's 
Creek  through.  Frankfort  and  Spring- 
field, was  met  by  the  114th  Virginia 
militia  under  Colonel  A.  Monroe  at 
the  bridge  over  the  south  branch,  7 
miles  from  Romney,  was  defeated  and 
fell  back  to  Patterson's  Creek  with  a 
loss  of  6  or  8  in  killed  and  wounded. 
On  the  approach  of  winter  Lee  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Southern  coast 
defences;  Wise  was  ordered  to  Rich- 
mond, and  most  of  the  Confederate 
forces  were  withdrawn  except  a  small 
one  under  Floyd.  The  others  went 
into  winter  quarters.  Meanwhile  Gen- 
eral McClellan  had  assumed  command 
of  the  division  of  the  Potomac  (July 
27)  and  was  energetically  working  to 
make    Washington     secure     and     to 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  p.   148;    Confed- 
erate MiHtary  History,  vol.  ii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  34  et  seq. 
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organize  the  army  of  tlie  Potomac. 
In  a  letter  to  Cameron,  he  says: 

"I  find  no  army  to  command.  A  mere  collec- 
tion of  regiments  cowering  on  the  banks  of  the 
Potomac,  some  perfectly  raw,  others  dispirited 
by  the  recent  defeat  at  Bull  Run.  Nothing  of 
any  consequence  had  been  done  to  secure  the 
Southern  approaches  to  the  capital  by  means 
of  defensive  works;  nothing  whatever  had  been 
undertaken  to  defend  the  avenues  to  the  city  on 
the  northern  side  of  the  Potomac.  The  troops 
were  not  only  undisciplined,  undrilled  and  dis- 
pirited; they  were  not  even  placed  in  military 
position.  Tbe  city  was  almost  in  a  condition  to 
have  been  taken  by  a  dash  of  a  regiment  of  cav- 
alry."* 

Again  in  his  report  of  August  4, 
1863,  he  says: 

"  Wlien  I  assumed  command  in  Washington  on 
the  27th  of  July,  1861,  the  number  of  troops  in 
and  around  the  city  was  abont  50,000  infantry,  less 
than  1,000  cavalry,  and  650  artillerymen,  with  9 
imperfect  field  batteries  of  30  pieces.  »  ♦  ♦ 
There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy  shelling 
the  city  from  heights  within  easy  range."t 

General  McClellan  came  to  his  work 
with  large  prestige  and  great  tilings 
were  expected  of  him  by  all.  He  had 
remarkable  executive  abiUty,  an  apti- 
tude for  system,  and  an  immense 
capacity  for  long  continued  labor.  He 
was  surrounded  by  an  able  and  willing 
staff,  all  heartily  devoted  to  him  and 
inclined  to  give  him  the  greater  share 
of  credit  for  their  own  work.  In  the 
saddle  a  larger  part  of  the  day,  he 
visited  the  several  camps  and  came 
thoroughly  to  know  his  officers  and 
men.  He  was  a  man  of  great  personal 
attractiveness,  soon  gained  the  love 


of  liis  soldiers  by  his  winning  person- 
ality, and  inspired  a  remarkable  affec- 
tion and  regard  in  everyone  from  the 
President  to  the  humblest  orderly. 
But  he  was  pursued  by  a  hallucination 
that  the  enemy  largely  outnumbered 
him  and  that  they  would  attack  his 
position  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
Potomac  and  also  cross  the  river 
north  of  Washington.*  Though  on 
October  27  he  reported  an  aggregate 
of  strength  of  168,318  men,  of  whom 
147,695  were  present  fit  for  duty,t  and 
though  the  Confederate  army  at  no 
time  was  as  large  as  the  Union  force, 
McClellan  seemed  to  fear  being  over- 
whelmed by  a  superior  army.  On 
August  16  he  wrote  to  his  wife:  "  I 
am  here  in  a  terrible  place ;  the  enemy 
have  from  three  to  four  times  my 
force. "t  On  the  25th  he  wrote: 
"  Friend  Beauregard  has  allowed  the 
chance  to  escape  him.  I  have  now 
some  65,000  effective  men;  will  have 
75,000  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Last 
week  he  certainly  had  double  our 
force.  I  feel  sure  that  the  dangerous 
moment  has  passed.  "||  Nevertheless, 
at  this  time  the  total  effective  force  of 
the  Confederate  army  was  less  than 
41 ,000.  § 

Early  in  October  General  McClellan 
ordered  a  reconnoissance  to  ascertain 


*  Report  of  George  B.  McCleUan  upon  the  Or- 
ganization of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac:  and  Its 
Campaigns  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  from  July 
26,  1861  to  November  7,  1SC,2. 

f  Offieial  Records,  vol.  vi.,  p.   11. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  part  iii.,  p.  3.  See 
also  McCIellan's  Own  Story,  p.  84;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  112-122. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  v.,  p.  10.  •  See  also 
Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  402;  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv.,  p.  442. 

t  McCIellan's    Oirre    Story,    p.    87. 

II  Ibid,   p.  89. 

§  Johnston's  Narrative,  p.  81. 
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the  enemy's  strengtli  on  tlie  right  in 
the    neighborhood    of    the    Potomac. 
General  Charles  P.  Stone,  having  his 
headquarters     at     Poolesville,     was 
within  easy  striking  distance  of  Con- 
rad's and  Edwards'   Parries  which, 
some    four   miles    from    each    other, 
afforded  the  means  of  crossing  the 
Potomac  at  this  part  of  its  course. 
Midway  between  tlie  two  ferries  was 
Harrison's  Island,  about  three  miles 
long  and  200  yards  wide,  Conrad's 
Ferry  being  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
island.     On  the  19th,  in  accordance 
with  his  instructions,  General  George 
A.  McCall  moved  forward  and  occu- 
pied  Dranesville,   17    miles   west   of 
Washington  in  Fairfax  County,  Vir- 
ginia.    Tliis  being  accompUshed,  Mc- 
Clellan  sent  a  telegram  to  Stone  in- 
forming him  of  McCall 's  movement, 
that  heavy  reconnoissances  would  be 
sent  out  the  same  day  from  Dranes- 
ville,   and   directing  him   to   keep   a 
sharp  watch  on  the  enemy  who  had 
moved  away  from  Leesburg.     "  Per- 
haps," he  added,  "  a  slight  demon- 
stration on  your  part  would  have  the 
effect  to  move  them."*     Accordingly 
on  the  evening  of  October  20,  Stone 
sent   General   WiUis   A.   Gorman   to 
make  a  demonstration  of  crossing  at 
Edwards'    Ferry,    while    a    scouting 
party     of    the     15th    Massachusetts 
crossed   from    Harrison's    Island    to 
within  about  a  mile  of  Leesburg,  re- 
turning with  the  report  that  they  had 
found  a  small  camp  of  the  enemy  in 
the  woods.    Thereupon  Stone  ordered 


■  Official  Records,  vol. 


290. 


Colonel  Charles  Devens,  of  the  15th 
Massachusetts,  to  take  five  companies 
over  in  the  night  to  destroy  this  camp 
at    daybreak.     Wlien    proceeding    to 
execute    this    order    Colonel   Devens 
found  that  'the    scouting  party  had 
made  an  erroneous  report  and  when 
Stone  learned  of  this  he  sent  over  the 
rest  of  the  regiment  and  later  the  20th 
Massachusetts    (Colonel   William  R. 
Lee)   and  Colonel  Milton  Cogswell's 
Tammany  regiment  (42d  New  York), 
the  whole  being  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Edward  D.  Baker  of  the 
71st  Pennsylvania   (the  "California 
regiment,"  Lieutenant-Colonel  Isaac 
J.''  Wistar).     At    daylight     Colonel 
Devens  with  650  men  reached  the  top 
of  the  bluff  (Ball's  Bluff)  but  found 
the  Confederate  camp  to  have  no  ex- 
istence,  and   about   noon   he   retired 
near  the  bluff  where  he  was  soon  rein- 
forced.   Meanwhile  about  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning  Baker  marched  to  Con- 
rad's   Ferry   and   there  experienced 
great    difficulty    in    transporting   his 
troops    over    the    river.     Instead    of 
arriving  on  the  field  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  was  2  0  'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
He  immediately  took  command  and, 
although  he  was  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage, determined  to  fight.  By  this  time 
Devens  had  fallen  back  in  line  with 
Baker's,  Lee's  and  Milton  Cogswell's 
regiments,  and  a  new  disposition  was 
made  of  all  the  troops  on  the  ground 
to  resist  the  enemey  then  advancing. 
In  making  this  new  arrangement  both 
flanks  were  left  exposed  and  the  re- 
serves were  placed  in  an  unprotected 
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position  immediately   in  the  rear  of 

the  centre.     For  two  hours  the  battle 

raged  with  fierce  energy  on  botli  sides 

but  about  4  o'clock  Colonel  Baker  was 

killed  while  striving  to  encourage  his 

men,  and  a  scene  of  disaster  followed. 

After  a  brief  and  ineffectual  effort 

by  Colonel  Cogswell  to  move  to  the 

left,   the   Union   troops  rushed  down 

the  side  of  the  bluff,  closely  followed 

by  the  Confederates.    Endeavoring  to 

cross  in  the  flat  boats,  many  of  the 

troops  were  drowned,  some  were  shot 

in  the  water,  and  a  great  part  of  the 

entire  command  was  captured.     The 

loss  on  the  Union  side  was  49  killed, 

158  wounded  and  714  missing,  while 

the   Confederate  loss  was  33  killed, 

and  115  wounded  and  missing.* 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  tliis  disaster 
reached  General  Stone  he  sent  in- 
structions to  Gorman  to  intrench  liim- 
self  at  Edwards'  Ferry  and  act  on  the 
defensive.  On  the  morning  of  the 
22d  Banks  arrived  with  reinforce- 
ments and  assumed  command.  The 
Confederates  attacked  Gorman  the 
same  day  and  were  easily  repulsed, 
but  McClellan,  thinking  that  the 
enemy  were  strengthening  themselves 
at  Leesburg,  withdrew  all  his  troops 
to  the  Maryland  side.f  This  second 
defeat  on  the  soil  of  Virginia  caused 
a  profound  feeling  of  discouragement 


*  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  453-457;  John  D.  Baltz,  The  Battle  of  Ball's 
Bluff,  in  United  Service  Magazine,  ser.  iii.,  vol. 
iv.,  pp.  46-66;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
123-134;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii., 
pp.   188-192. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  v..  p.  290. 


all  over  the  North,  though  there  was 
little  tendency  to  attribute  the  defeat 
to  General  LlcClellan. 

Meanwhile  there  had  been  consider- 
aWe  friction  between  Scott  and  Mc- 
Clellan, as  a  result  of  which  Scott 
resigned  on  October  31,  attributing 
his  resignation  to  the  infirmities  of 
age  and  diseases  from  which  he 
suffered.*  McClellan,  whose  popular- 
ity was  now  in  the  ascendant,  and  for 
whom  Lincoln  entertained  strong  per- 
sonal regard,  was  made  Scott's  suc- 
cessor and,  on  November  1,  assumed 
the  position  of  general-in-chief  of  the 
Union  armies. 

Upon  McClellan 's  assuming  com- 
mand of  the  army,  Senators  Trum- 
Inill,  Chandler,  and  Wade  called  upon 
the  President  and  urged  the  import- 
ance of  immediate  action,  but  Lincoln 
and  Seward  defended  McClellan  in  his 
deliberate  purpose  not  to  move  till 
ready.  They  called  upon  McClellan 
also,  and  in  the  course  of  the  conver- 
sation Wade  said  that  an  unsuccessful 
battle  was  preferable  to  delay,  since 
defeat  could  be  repaired  easily  by  the 
swarming  recruits.  McClellan,  how- 
ever, said  that  he  would  rather  have 
a  few  recruits  before  a  victory  than 
a  large  number  after  a  defeat.f  Yet 
for  financial  as  w-ell  as  for  pohtical 
reasons,  it  was  desirable  that  some- 
thing be  done  at  once.    The  expenses 


*  For  details  see  Wright,  Life  of  Scott,  p.  311 
et  seq.;  Xicolay  and  Hay.  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  461-464;  Official  Records,  ser.  iii.,  vol.  i.,  p. 
538. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  iv., 
p.   767. 


IMPATIENCE  AT  McCLELLAX'S  DELAY. 


83 


of    the    government    were    becoming 
frightful.    According  to  Chase : 

"  The  average  daily  drafts  on  the  treasury  for 
two  weeks  past  ha%e  been  a  million  and  three 
quarters  ($1,750,000 1  at  least.  All  the  first  loan 
was  exhausted  some  time  since,  and  a  large  part 
of  the  second  has  been  already  anticipated. 
•  •  *  The  banks  do  not  expect  to  be  called 
on  at  the  rate  of  more  than  a  million  a  day;  nor 
do  I  think  they  could  stand  a  much  larger  drain 
with  all  the  help  which  the  national  subscription 
gives."* 

From  a  military  point  of  view  con- 
ditions seemed  favorable  for  an  ad- 
vance, since  on  October  27  the  aggre- 
gate   strength   of   the   Army   of   the 
Potomac  was  168,318,  of  which  number 
147,695  were  present  for  duty,  though 
for  various  reasons  13,410  were  unfit 
for  the  field,  thus  reducing  the  effect- 
ive force  to  134,285.1     At  the  same 
time  Johnston  had  only  41,000  effect- 
ive  soldiers,  t    But   McClellan  could 
not  make  up  his  mind  to  advance  nor 
to  abandon  all  idea  of  offensive  oper- 
ations until  spring.     He  dallied  with 
opportunity,  taking  fright  at  the  sup- 
posedly enormous  army  before  him 
and  powerful  political  enemies  behind 
him.    Writing  to  his  \vife,  he  says: 

'■  I  am  concealed  at  Stanton's  to  dodge  all  ene- 
mies in  shape  of  '  browsing '  presidents,  etc. 
♦    ♦    *    *   I  have  a  set  of  men  to  deal  with,  unscru- 


*  Chase  to  Lars  Anderson,  October  2,  Sehuckers, 
Life  of  8.  P.  Chase,  pp.  430^31. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  v.,  p.  10. 

{.Johnston's  Narrative,  p.  81.  There  is  some 
difference  in  the  statements  of  the  numbers  of 
the  two  forces.  Johnston's  statements  are  gen- 
erally accepted  as  being  substantially  correct, 
and  after  all  allowances  the  statement  fre- 
quently made  that  McClellan  had  three  men  to 
Johnston's  one  is  as  near  correct  as  it  is  possi- 
ble to  get.  See  Alexander  S.  Webb,  The  Penin- 
sula: McClellan's  Campaign  of  1862,  p.  169; 
Swinton,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  p.  72. 


pulous  and  false.  *  *  ♦  The  people  think  me 
all  powerful.  Never  was  there  a  greater  mistake. 
1  am  thwarted  and  deceived  by  these  incapables 
at  every   turn."* 

But  if  McClellan  had  cause  to  com- 
plain of  the  men  behind  him,  Lincoln 
had  still  greater  cause  to  complain  of 
McClellan 's  treatment  of  him.     The 
young  general  failed  to  recognize  Lin- 
coln's capacity  for  dealing  with  men 
and  large  affairs,  thinking  that  he  was 
merely  honest  and  meant  well.t     He 
ignored  Lincoln,  but  the  latter  took  no 
notice  of  his  slights  and  there  Avas  no 
cessation  of  their  friendly  relations. 
On  November  20  McClellan  reviewed 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at  Munson's 
Hill.     There  were  50,000  men  in  line 
and  all   appeared   ready   for   battle. 
After  the   review,  however,   drilling 
was  resumed.   The  general  continued 
his   organizing  work,  passing  many 
hours  of  each  day  in  the  saddle,  riding 
from  camp  to  camp  with  tireless  en- 
ergy, until  finally  in  December  he  fell 
ill  with  typhoid  fever.   Instead  of  ap- 
pointing another  general  to  his  place, 
the  Administration,  the  country,  and 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  waited  al- 
most with  folded  hands  on  his  recov- 
er 3'. 

McClellan 's  inaction  was  a  deep 
disappointment  to  the  people.  On 
January  6,  1862,  Love  joy  declared  in 

the  House : 

"It  is  no  wonder  that  the  people  are  growing 
impatient;  it  is  no  wonder  that  that  impatience 
is  becoming  earnest  in  many  portions  of  the  coun- 
try and  is  almost  reaching  a  point  lieyond  that  of 
passive  emotion.     The  whole  nation  is  waiting  for 


*McClellan's  Oun  Story,  pp.  176-177. 
■(■  UcClellan's  Oicn  Story,  p.   176. 
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the  army  to  move  forwarj.  Tliey  have  furnished 
the  men  and  the  money  and  v/hj  does  not  the 
army  move?  "* 

Chase  bad  lost  confidence  in  Mc- 
Clellan,t  but  Lincohi  defended  bim  in 
public,  tbougb  be  urged  bim  in  private 
to  lose  no  time.t    Finally,  on  January 
10,  learning  tbat  General  McClellan 
was  still  unable  to  see  bim,  Lincoln 
called  a  council  of  Generals  McDowell 
and  W.  B.  Franklin,  Seward,  Cbase, 
and  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Tbe  President  was  in  great  distress 
and  said:     "If  sometbing  were  not 
soon  done  tbe  bottom  would  be  out  of 
tbe  wbole  affair;  and  if  General  Mc- 
Clellan did  not  want  to  use  tbe  army 
be  would  like  to  borrow  it  provided 
be  could  see  bow  it  could  be  made  to 
do  sometbing.  "II     General  McDowell 
expressed  tbe  opinion  tbat  an  ener- 
getic movement  upon  Centreville  and 
Manassas  would  force  tbe  enemy  from 
bis  works,  and  compel  bim  to  accept 
battle    on    terms    favorable    to    tbe 
Union  army.  General  Franklin  ratber 
favored  an  attack  on  Riebmond  by 
way  of  tbe  York  River.    On  tbe  13tli 
anotber    conference    was    called    at 
wbicb  McClellan  was  present.     Lin- 
coln explained  tbe  plans  considered  at 
tbe  previous  council,  and  tben  asked 
McClellan  wbat  and  wben  anytbing 
could  be  done.    McClellan  refused  to 
lay  bare  bis  plans  unless  ordered  to 

*  Congressional    Globe.    .37tli    t'oiiffress,   id    ses- 
sion, p.  194. 

t  Warden,  Life  of  Chase.  ]>.  397. 

+  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  ii 
155. 

II  Raymond,    Life    of    Lincohi,    p.    773;    Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v..  p.  156. 


do  so,  wbereupon  Lincoln  asked  bim 
if  he  bad  fixed  upon  any  particular 
time  for  a  movement.    McClellan  re- 
plied tbat   be   bad,   and   Lincoln   ad- 
journed tbe   meeting.*     A  fortnight 
passed  without  action  on  MoClellan's 
part.     At    tbe    end    of    bis    patience 
Lincoln,  on  January  '27,  issued  Gen- 
eral War  Order  No.  1,  stating  that 
on  February  22  a  general  movement 
of  tbe  land  and  naval  forces  of  tbe 
United  States  would  be  made  against 
tbe    insurrectionary    forces.!     Four 
days   later    (January  31),  be  issued 
Special  War  Order  No.  1,  directing 
"  that  all  tbe  disposable  forces  of  tbe 
Army    of    tbe    Potomac    *    *    *    be 
formed  into  an  expedition  for  tbe  im- 
mediate object  of  seizing  and  occupy- 
ing *  *  *  Manassas  Junction."!  But 
February  22  came  and  passed,  and  tbe 
President's   order   to  move  bad  not 
been  obeyed.    On  March  8  President 
Lincoln  issued  General  War  Orders 
Nos.  2  and  3 :  tbe  first  directing  Gen- 
eral McClellan  to  divide  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  into  four  army  corps  to 
be  commanded  respectively  by  Gen- 
erals Irvin  McDowell,  E.  V.  Sumner, 
S.  P.  Heintzelman,  and  E.  D.  Keyes. 
Tbe  forces  to  be  left  in  defence  of 
Washington  were  to  be  under  the  com- 
mand   of   General   James    S.    Wads- 
worth,  and  a  fifth  corps  was  to  be 

*  See  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  580- 
581;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v., 
pp.  157-158;  McCleUan's  Own  Storij,  p.  156; 
Swinton,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  p.  79. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi., 
pp.    100-101 :    Official  Records,   vol.  v.,   p.   41. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
101;   Official  ReCQr(is,  vol.  iv.,  p.  41. 
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formed  and  placed  in  command  of 
General  N.  P.  Banks.  Order  No.  3 
directed  that,  in  case  of  a  movement, 
a  sufficient  force  should  be  left  in  and 
about  Washington  to  insure  its  safety; 
that  not  more  than  two  armj^  corps 
should  be  sent  to  a  new  base  of  oper- 
ations until  the  Potomac  had  been 
freed  from  the  enemy's  batteries  and 


from  obstructions,  and  that  the  move- 
ment should  begin  not  later  than 
March  18.*  Evidently  Lincoln  was 
exercising  every  effort  to  get  McClel- 
lan  started,  though  he  hoped  that, 
once  a  movement  were  begun,  Mc- 
Clellan  could  handle  the  army  well 
and  do  great  things  w'ith  it. 


CHAPTER   ly. 

1861-1862. 

OPERATIONS   IN   THE   WEST :    THE    SHILOH    DISASTER. 

The  engagement  near  Milford  —  Halleck's  orders  to  Grant  —  The  battle  of  Behnont  —  The  battle  of  Mill 
Springs  or  Logan's  Cross  Roads  —  The  capture  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  —  The  occupation  of  Nash- 
ville —  Van  Dorn's  defeat  at  Pea  Ridge  —  The  capture  of  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10  —  The  campaign 
and  battle  of  Shiloh. 


The  retirement  of  General  Scott  in 
November,  and  the  elevation  of  Mc- 
Clellan  to  the  chief  command,  brought 
with  it  many  changes  in  the  minor 
commands.  On  November  9  the  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio  was  formed  and 
Brigadier-General  D.  C.  Buell  was 
placed  in  command  with  instructions 
to  move  into  east  Tennessee,  but  for 
months  he  lay  practically  idle,  disput- 
ing with  McClellan  as  to  the  best 
course  to  pursue.*  Meanwhile  the  De- 
partment of  the  West  had  been  di- 
vided into  the  Department  of  Kansas 
(embracing  the  State  of  Kansas,  the 
Indian  Territory  west  of  Arkansas, 
and  the  Territories  of  Nebraska,  Colo- 
rado, and  Dakota)  ^^^th  Hunter  in  its 
command ;  and  the  Department  of  the 


Missouri  (em'bracing  the  States  of 
Missouri,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Wiscon- 
son,  Illinois,  Arkansas,  and  that  por- 
tion of  Kentucky  west  of  the  Cum- 
berland River)  with  General  H.  W. 
Halleck  in  command.  Halleck  arrived 
at  St.  Louis  on  November  18,  1861, 
and  took  command  of  his  Department 
the  next  day.  Oii  the  21st  he  ordered 
that  no  fugitive  slaves  should  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  lines  of  any  camp 
or  of  any  force  on  the  march,  on  the 
ground  that  important  information 
had  been  conveyed  to  the  enemy  by 
this  means.  At  this  time  guerilla  war- 
fare prevailed  throughout  the  sec- 
tion, and  on  December  23  Halleck 
issued  an  order  fixing  the  penalty  of 


*  Nicolay   and    Hay,    Life    of    Lincoln,    vol.    v., 
chap.  iv. 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
1 10-111.  iSee  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln,  vol.  v.,  pp.   169-171. 
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death  upon  all  persons  engaged  in  de- 
stroying railroads  and  telegraphs.* 
On  December  7  Halleck  placed  Gen- 
eral John  Pope  in  command  of  the 
forces  in  northern  Missouri,  with  the 
design  of  anticipating  and  capturing 
guerilla  bands.  On  December  15 
Pope  encamped  near  Sedalia,  and  on 
the  16th  pushed  forward  to  occupy  a 
position  between  Warreusburg  and 
Clinton;  and  from  that  point  pro- 
ceeded against  the  enemy,  who,  on  De- 
cember 19  were  completely  defeated 
by  Colonel  J.  C.  Davis  near  Milford, 
with  a  loss  of  only  2  killed  and  8 
wounded.  Davis  captured  2,000  pris- 
oners, 1,000  stand  of  arms,  1,000 
horses,  65  wagons,  tents,  baggage, 
and  supplies. t 

This  news  was  extremely  gratif  jdng 
to  the  President,  who  was  greatly 
discouraged,  as  we  have  seen,  by  the 
situation  at  Washington.  Lincoln  de- 
sired that  Buell,  Halleck,  and  McClel- 
lan  should  cooperate,  but  in  reply  to 
his  telegrams  received  word  from 
Buell  and  Halleck  that  there  was  no 
arrangement  between' them,  and  also 
that  the  military  machine  was  with- 
out a  program. t  This  only  tended 
further  to  discourage  Lincoln,  but  he 
was  soon  to  learn  that  a  movement 
had  begun  which  presaged  momentous 
results.  On  January  6,  1862,  Halleck 
had  instructed  Grant  at  Cairo  to  make 
a  demonstration  in  force  at  Maytield 


*  For   Price's   protest   and    Halleck's    reply   see 
Official  Kecords,  vol.  viii.,  p.  515. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  447,  452. 
+  Official  Records,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  524-526. 


and  in  the  direction  of  Murray.  Grant 
was  to  threaten  Camps  Beauregard 
and  Murray,  to  create  the  impression 
that  not  only  was  Fort  Donelson  at 
Dover  to  be  attacked,  but  that  his  own 
column  was  merely  an  advance  guard 
of  a  great  army  sweeping  down  to- 
wards Nashville.  Flag  Officer  A.  H. 
Foote  was  to  assist  by  a  gunboat 
demonstration.*  These  instructions' 
were  received  by  Grant  on  January  8, 
and  a  movement  was  begun  on  the 
evening  of  the  next  day.  Brigadier-  J 
General  J.  A.  McClernand  marched 
southward  to  Maytield  midway  be- 
tween Fort  Henry  and  Columbus. 
Brigadier-General  C.  F.  Smith  start- 
ing from  Paducah  marched  to  Callo- 
way near  Fort  Henry,  while  Foote 
and  Grant,  with  three  gunboats, 
ascended  the  Tennessee  to  Fort 
Henry. 

Some  time  before  this  Grant  had 
been  sent  to  clear  southwestern  Mis- 
souri of  guerillas.  On  the  evening  of 
November  6,  1861,  he  left  Cairo  Avith 
about  3,000  men,  with  the  object  of 
breaking  up  the  Confederate  camp  at 
Belmont  Landing  on  the  Missouri  op- 
posite Columbus.  On  the  morning  of 
November  7  he  landed  his  troops  at 
Hunter's  Point,  three  miles  above 
Belmont,  and  marched  to  a  place' 
favorable  for  an  attack.  By  tliis  time 
the  single  regiment  stationed  at  Bel- 
mont had  been  reinforced  by  tive  regi- 
ments from  Columbus  under  General 
Pillow.     The  attack  began  about  11 


Official  Records,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  533-534. 
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o'clock,  and  was  severely  contested  on 
both  sides.  The  Confederates  were 
driven  out  of  their  camp  and  took 
shelter  under  the  steep  river  bank,  but 
Grant's  troops  frittered  away  their 
victory  by  a  disorderly  exultation 
which  soon  brought  its  retribution. 
General  Polk  sent  several  regiments 
across  the  river  to  cut  off  the  Union 
retreat,  which,  instead  of  an  orderlj' 
march  from  the  battle-field,  became  a 
hasty  scramble  to  get  out  of  danger. 


tlie  State  on  the  Big  Sandy  River,  and 
had  intrenched  himself  near  Paint- 
ville.  Colonel  James  A.  Garfield  was 
sent  after  Marshall  with  a  brigade  of 
infantry  and  about  300  cavalry.  Mar- 
shall hastily  retreated  on  January  7, 
pursued  by  Garfield's  troops.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the.  10th  the  Con- 
federates made  a  stand  at  Middle 
Creek  Forks,  three  miles  beyond  Pres- 
tonburg,  but  were  soon  driven  from 
the  field  by  Garfield's   troops.     The 


BELMOXT,  MO, 
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Finally,  however,  the  Union  troops 
cut  their  way  through  to  the  boats  and 
escaped  with  a  loss  of  79  killed,  289 
wounded,  and  117  missing.  The  loss 
on  the  Confederate  side  was  105  killed, 
409  wounded,  and  117  missing.* 

This  action  was  soon  followed  by 
another  which  took  place  early  in 
January.  Humphrey  Marshall  had 
gathered  a  force  of  3,000  Confeder- 
ates in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
113-115;  M.  F.  Force,  From  Fort  Henry  to  Cor- 
iyith,  pp.  20-23;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
348-357. 


Union  loss  was  only  2  killed  and  25 
wounded.  By  this  battle  Kentucky 
was  freed  from  Marshall,  and  Gener- 
als George  H.  Thomas  and  Albin 
Schoepf  were  at  liberty  to  look  for 
Zollicoffer  who  had  established  him- 
self in  a  fortified  camp  at  Mill 
Springs,  a  bend  of  the  Cumberland, 
where  its  junction  with  "White  Oak 
Creek  afforded  water  protection  on 
both  sides.  At  this  place  Zollicoffer 
had  built  his  works  and  there  had  en- 
camped 12,000  men  and  800  cavalry, 
with  3  pieces  of  artillery.    Early  in 
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Jaiiiuiry  Zollicoffer  was  joined  by  Gen- 
eral George  B.  Crittenden,  who  took 
general  command  with  the  brigades  of 
Zollicoffer  and  W.  H.  Carroll  nnder 
him.    General  Leonidas  Polk  held  the 
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Confederate  left  at  Columbus.  Gen- 
eral J.  B.  Floyd  reached  Fort  Donel- 
son  on  February  13  and  had  under 
him  Generals  Pillow,  Buckner,  and 
Bushrod  R.  Johnson;  and  General 
A.     S.    Johnston    was     at    Bowling 


Green,  the  centre.  General  George  H. 
Thomas  was  on  the  Union  left,  with 
General  Schoepf  immediately  oppos- 
ite Zollicoffer;  while  General  Buell, 
with  hoadcjuarters  at  Louisville,  was 
in  close  communication  with  the 
Union  centre  which  threatened  Bowl- 
ing Green  and  Nashville.  General 
Thomas  was  sent  against  Zollicoffer's 
forces  (now  commanded  by  General 
Crittenden)  from  the  direction  of 
Lebanon.  On  the  18th  Thomas  reached 
Logan's  Cross  Roads,  about  ten  miles 
from  Crittenden 's  intrenchments.  The 
latter  officer,  in  order  to  prevent 
Thomas  from  concentrating  his  forces, 
marched  at  midnight  of  the  18th  with 
Zollicoffer's  and  Carroll's  brigades, 
consisting  of  8  regiments  of  infantry, 
6  guns,  and  4  battalions  of  cavalry, 
and  attacked  General  Thomas  soon 
after  daylight  on  January  18. 

The  Union  troops,  consisting  of  6 
regiments  of  infantry,  1  battery  and 
some  cavalry,  were  brought  rapidly 
into  action.  Finally,  when  3  fresh 
Union  regiments  fell  on  the  Confeder- 
ate right,  and  the  2d  Kentucky  was 
pouring  a  galling  fire  upon  the  centre, 
the  9th  Ohio  made  a  bayonet  charge 
completely  turning  the  Confederate 
left,  and  compelling  them  to  retire  in 
confusion.  At  tliis  point  General 
Schoepf 's  brigade  reached  the  field, 
and  the  whole  force  continued  in  pur- 
suit, reaching  the  Confederate  in- 
trenchments during  the  night,  and 
premeditating  an  assault  the  next 
day.  During  the  night,  however,  the 
Confederates  retreated,  leaving  artil- 
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I'.'iy,  cavalry  horses,  mules,  wagons, 
and  camp  equipage.  In  tins  battle 
Zollicoffer  was  killed.  Mistaking  a 
Union  for  a  Confederate  regiment,  he 
told  its  commanding  officer,  Colonel 
S.  S.  Fry,  that  he  was  firing  on 
friends.  Unaware  that  Zollicoffer  was 
an  enemy,  Fry  ordered  his  men  to 
stop  firing,  but  at  this  moment  one  of 
Zollicoffer 's  aides  rode  up,  and  seeing 
the  true  state  of  affairs  began  to  fire 
at  Fry.  Thereupon  the  latter  drew 
his  revolver  and  shot  Zollicoffer 
through  the  heart.  The  Union  loss 
was  39  killed  and  207  wounded,  and 
the  Confederate  loss  349  in  killed  and 
wounded.*  This  decisive  victory 
broke  up  the  Confederate  line  in  Ken- 
tucky, opened  a  path  into  east  Ten- 
nessee, and  proved  the  commencement 
of  a  series  of  successful  military  oper- 
ations in  the  West. 

We  have  already  seen  that  Grant, 
Foote,  and  Smith  had  made  a  recon- 
noissanee  from  Fort  Henry  about  the 
middle  of  January.  Foote  had  with 
liim  the  Cairo,  Carondelet,  Cincin- 
nati, Louisville,  Mound  City,  Pitts- 
burgh, and  St.  Louis,  which  had  been 
constructed  during  the  sunnuer  and 
fall  of  1861  by  James  B.  Eads.  t  As 
he  had  the  cooperation  of  the  fleet, 
Grant  asked  permission  of  Halleck  to 


*  Henry  M.  Cist,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pp. 
n-20;  Thomas  B.  Van  Home,  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland,  vol.  i.,  p.  57;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  115-117;  Rhaler,  Kentucky, 
pp.  273-275 ;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
387-392. 

t  Regarding  the  Union  ironclads  and  gunboats, 
see  Boynton,  History  of  the  Xary  during  tin: 
Rebellion,  vol.  i.,  pp.  117-243. 


attack  and  capture  Fort  Henry,  and 
in  this  request  for  authority  was 
joined  by  Foote  on  January  28.*  Hal- 
leck assented  and  sent  Grant  written 
instructions  by  mail,  which  were  re- 
ceived on  February  l.f  Accordingly, 
on  the  morning  of  February  2,  Foote 's 
flotilla,  followed  by  a  fleet  of  trans- 
ports  carrying   Grant's   troops,   left 


Cairo,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
anchored  six  miles  below  Fort  Henry. 
The  fort  was  defended  by  17  guns  and 
its  land  approaches  were  covered  by 
3,000  men  under  General  Lloyd  Tilgh- 
man.  About  11 :  20  a.  m.  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  Foote  steamed  up  toward 
the  fort,  and  attacked  it  with  four 
iron  clads,  and  Tilghman  wdth  about 
90  men  to  work  11  guns  bearing  on 

*  Grant's    Memoirs,    vol.     i.,    p.    287;     Official 
H-ecords,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  120-121. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.   vii.,  p.   121. 
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the  river  returned  the  fire.     After  a 
contest  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  two 
of  the  heaviest  guns  in  the  fort  were 
silenced,  and  the  gunboat  Essex  had 
been  disabled,  drifting  helplessly  out 
of  the  fight.     The  remaining  gunboats 
continued  their  attack,  and  when  five 
more  of  the  guns  in  the  fort  were  dis- 
abled Tilghman  hauled  down  his  flag 
and  surrendered  with  78  men,  after 
having  lost  16  killed  and  wounded. 
The  3,000  men  in  the   rifle  pits  re- 
treated to  Fort  Donelson.     The  fleet 
had  29  killed  and  wounded.      Grant 
who  had  landed  his  troops  six  miles 
below  the  fort  arrived  too  late  to  take 
part  in  the  action.*     On  the  6th  Grant 
telegraphed    to    Halleck    that    Fort 
Henry  had  been  captured  and  that  he 
would  attack  and  destroy  Fort  Donel- 
son on  the  8th.  t 

On  account   of  heavy  rains  which 
made  the  roads  impassable  for  artil- 
lery and  wagons,  Grant  was  unable 
to  fulfil  his  prophecy  to  the   letter. 
Moreover,  Foote  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn to  Cairo  for  repairs  to  his  fleet, 
and  the  movement  was  deferred  until 
the  morning  of  February  12,  when 
Grant    marched    across    the    country 
with  about  16,000  men,  arriving  before 
Fort  Donelson  in  the  evening.     The 
fort  was  on  a  commanding  hill,  120 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  Cumber- 
land, with  3  heavy  batteries  command- 

*  Nicolayand  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v..  pp. 
120-121;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  .582; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  358-372;  Maclay, 
History  of  the  Navy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  32.5-338;  Force, 
From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth,  pp.  24-32. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  vii.,  p.  124. 


ing  the  river,  and  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
to  defend  the  land  approach.     On  the 
morning   of   the    13th   the   fort   and 
works  were  held  by  about  18,000  men 
under  the  command  of  General  Floyd, 
the  rifle-pits  being  held  by  General 
Buckner  on  the  right,  and  General  Pil- 
low on  the  left.    The  afternoon  of  the 
12th  and  all  day  of  the   13th  were 
spent  in  digging  up  ground  and  mak- 
ing the  investment  as  complete  as  pos- 
sible.*    On  the  13th  there  was  some 
fighting  in  which  the  Union  troops 
were  worsted.     On  the  night  of  the 
13th   Foote    w^th    his   gunboats    and 
reinforcements  arrived,  the  latter  in- 
cluding Charies  Cruft's  brigade  and 
several  regiments  from  Fort  Henry 
and  Cairo.     On  the  14th  the  assault 
was  begun  by  an  attack  from  six  gun- 
boats, but  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a 
half  Foote  was  compelled  to  ^rithdraw, 
two  of  his  ironclads  being  disabled, 
and    the    other    two    being   partially 
so,  besides  which  he  had  lost  54  men 
killed  and  wounded.f     As  Foote  had 
been  wounded  it  was  concluded  that 
he  ought  to  return  to  Cairo  ^vith  his 
fleet  and  repair  damages,  while  Grant 
completed  his  investment,  fortified  his 
lines,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  re- 
inforcements and  the  return  of  Foote. 
The   Confederate  generals,  Floyd, 
Pillow,    and    Buckner,    however,  de- 
cided to  break  the  right  of  Grant's 
investing  line   and  escape  to   Nash- 
ville.    Accordingly,  they  determined 
to  make  a  sortie  early  the  next  morn- 

*  Grant's  Memoirs,  p.  298. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  vil.,  p.  159;  Nieolay  ant 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  195-196. 
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ing  (the  15th).  Meanwhile,  as  above 
stated,  Grant  had  received  reinforce- 
ments which  were  formed  into  a  divi- 
sion of  10,000  men  under  General  Lew 
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Wallace  and  put  in  the  line  between 
McClernand  and  Smith.  Thus  Grant 's 
force  had  been  raised  to  26,000  men. 
At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  Pillow,  on  the  Confederate  left, 
supported  by  part  of  Buckner's  com- 
mand, advanced  with  10,000  men  and 
forced  back  the  right  of  McClernand 's 
line  until,  by  11  o'clock,  he  was  in 
complete  possession  of  the  Charlotte 
Road.  McClernand  called  for  assist- 
ance, and  in  the  absence  of  Grant,  who 
had  gone  to  confer  with  Foote,  Lew 
Wallace  sent  Cruft's  brigade  to  his 
support,    but   the   Confederates   con- 

VoL.  VIII  — 7 


tinned  to  gain  the  advantage,  pushing 
back  McClernand 's  two  right  brigades 
and  their  supports.  The  Confeder- 
ates then  had  a  chance  to  escape,  but 
instead  pursued  their  retreating  foes.* 
Meanwhile  Buckner  had  attacked  Mc- 
Clernand's  left,  but  was  repulsed. 
Rallying  his  men,  however,  he  re- 
newed the  attack,  and  the  whole  right 
wing  of  Grant's  army  was  pressed 
back,  the  Confederates  still  following 
up  their  advantage,  when  Wallace 
threw  John  M.  Thayer's  brigade  to  the 
right  and,  after  a  sharp  fight,  drove 
them  back  to  their  intrenchments.  At 
2  o'clock  Grant  came  on  the  iiold  and 
found  his  army  driven  from  position 
and  the  way  open  for  the  Confederate 
escape.  He  rode  rapidly  to  Smith's 
quarters  and  directed  him  to  charge 
the  enemy  with  his  whole  divi- 
sion. Smith  led  his  column  un- 
der a  severe  fire  and  seized  the 
Confederate  works  in  his  front 
on  the  high  ground  surrounding 
the  fort.  Wallace  and  part  of  Mc- 
Clernand's  force,  advancing  on  the 
right,  gained  the  greater  part  of  the 
ground  lost  early  in  the  day,  and  by 
night  the  line  of  investment  was  re- 
covered, f  Grant  made  preparations 
to  renew  the  attack  the  next  morning, 
liut  during  the  night  of  the  15th  the 
Confederate  commanders  deciiled  to 
abandon  the  fort.  Thereupon  Floyd 
and  1,500  Virginia  troops  escaped  by 
means  of  two  small  steamers.  Pillow 
crossed  the  river  in  a  skitT,  and  Col- 

*  Rhodes.   Vnited  States,  vol.   iii.,  pp.  586-589. 
^  Ihid,  pp.  590-592. 
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onel  N.  B.  P'orreyt  took  out  5U0  of 
his  cavalry  and  a  number  of  infantry 
and  artillery  over  the  road  which  was 
submerged  by  the  overflow  of  the 
Cumberland. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  15th,  as 
Grant  was  about  to  renew  the  attack, 
a  note  came  from  Buckner  proposing 
the  "  appointment  of  commissioners, 
to  agree  upon  the  terms  cf  capitula- 
tion, ' '  and  suggesting  an  armistice  till 
12  o'clock.  Grant  replied,  however, 
"  no  terms  except  unconditional  and 
immediate  surrender  can  be  accepted. 
I  propose  to  move  immediately  upon 
your  works."*  Accordingly,  the  Con- 
federate general  Avas  compelled  to 
accept  terras  which  he  denominated 
"  ungenerous  and  uuchivalric."  Gi-ant 
telegraphed  to  Halleck  that  day :  ' '  We 
have  taken  Fort  Donelson  and  from 
12,000  to  15,000  prisoners  including 
General  Buckner  and  General  Bush- 
rod  R.  Johnson;  also  20,000  stands 
of  arms;  48  pieces  of  artillery;  17 
heavy  guns;  from  2,000  to  4,000 
horses;  and  a  large  quantity  of  com- 
missary stores,  "t  The  exact  num- 
ber of  men  surrendered  was  near  the 
latter  figure  given  by  Grant,  being 
more  than  13,500.  The  total  Union 
loss  was  510  killed,  2,152  wounded, 
and  224  missing.  The  Confederate 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  2,000. t 

This  important  victory  was  gratify- 
ing to  the  North.     It  caused  the  Con- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  vii.,  p.  161. 

t  Ibid,  p.  625. 

t  Maclay,  History  of  the  Navy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  339- 
345;  Force,  From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth,  pp.  3.3- 
65;  Swintnn,  Decisive  Battles  of  the  War;  Grant's 


federates  to  abandon  Bowling  Green 
and  Columbus  and  to  evacuate  Nash- 
ville, and  resulted  in  a  Union  advance 
of  over  200  miles  of  territory  before 
the  enemy  cou] '  rally  or  reorganize. 
Bowling  Green  was  evacuated  Febru- 
ary 14  and  General  Mitch  el  took  im- 
mediate possession.  The  Confeder- 
ates reached  Nashville  on  the  lGth,but 
under  Johnston's  command  passed  on 
to  Murfreesboro,  32  miles  beyond. 
Commodore  Foote  with  his  gunboats 
ascended  the  Cumberland,  destroying 
the  extensive  iron  works  six  miles 
above  Dover  and  reaching  Clarksville 
February  19,  but  the  enemy  had  fled. 
The  fall  of  Donelson  threw  Nashville 
into  consternation.  Floyd  destroyed 
the  bridges  over  the  Cumberland  and 
hastened  away.*  On  February  24  the 
Union  army  reached  Nashville,  which 
was  formally  surrendered  by  the 
mayor  into  General  Buell's  hands. 
Since  by  the  taking  of  Nashville, 
Columbus  Avas  seriously  in  danger 
Beauregard  and  Johnston,  on  Febru- 
ary 18,  issued  orders  to  destroy  part 
of  the  track  and  bridges  of  the  Mem- 
pliis  and  Ohio  Railroad  preparatory 

Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  i.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  398-437;  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  36-40;  vol.  viii.,  pp. 
19-27;  vol.  ix.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  57-62;  Shaler,  Ken- 
tucky, pp.  277-279. 

*  Pollard  8ays:  "An  earthquake  could  not  have 
j-liocked  the  city  more.  Congregations  at  the 
churches  were  broken  up  in  confusion  and  dis- 
may; women  and  children  rushed  into  the  streets 
wailing  with  terror;  trunks  were  thrown  from 
three-story  windows  in  the  haste  of  the  fugitives, 
and  thousands  hastened  to  leave  their  beautiful 
city  in  the  midst  of  tlie  most  distressing  scenes 
of  terror  and  confusion  and  of  plunder  by  the 
mob." 
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to  a  i;einoval  of  the  forces  at  Colum- 
bus to  Island  No.  10,  about  45  miles 
below  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver.  This 
was  soon  afterwards  accomplished. 

Meanwhile  the  Ctifederates  had 
been  driven  out  of  Missouri  into  Ar- 
kansas. Sharp  skirmishing  took  place 
at  Mount  Zion  on  December  28,  1861, 
and  at  Fayette  on  January  8,  1862, 
but  without  material  result.  The 
Union  troops  under  Generals  Sigel 
and  Alexander  Asboth,  and  Colonels 
J.  C.  Davis  and  Eugene  A.  Carr  were 
combined  late  in  January  under  the 
command  of  General  S.  R.  Curtis. 
Early  in  February  these  divisions 
pushed  rapidly  from  Rolla  toward 
Spring-field,  where  General  Price  had 
taken  up  his  headquarters.  A  sharp 
skirmish  took  place  near  Springfield, 
and  Price,  finding  his  position  unten- 
able, ordered  a  retreat  on  the  night  of 
February  12-13,  the  Union  troops 
entering  the  town  early  the  next 
morning.  Curtis  pursued  Price, 
crossed  the  State  line  into  Arkansas 
on  the  18th,  and  defeated  Price,  who, 
having  received  some  reinforcements, 
attempted  to  make  a  stand  at  Sugar 
Creek.  On  February  23  Curtis  en- 
tered and  took  possession  of  Fayette- 
ville,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  stores 
and  baggage.  Part  of  the  town  was 
burned  by  the  Confederates  before 
their  flight  over  the  Boston  Mountains. 

Curtis  was  ordered  by  Halleck  not 
to  penetrate  further  into  Arkansas, 
but  to  hold  his  position  and  keep  the 


enemy  south  of  the  Boston  Mountains. 
Meanwhile  the  Confederate  Major- 
General  Earl  Van  Dorn  had  been  sent 
to  take  command  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi district  of  Department  No.  2. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  the  West  Van 
Dorn  found  the  Confederate  forces 
united  in  the  Boston  Mountains,  45 
miles  south  of  Sugar  Creek  where 
Curtis  had  established  his  headquar- 
ters for  better  security  with  10,500  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  and  49  cannon. 
Un  March  5  Van  Dorn  advanced  with 
his  whole  force  which  according  to 
official  records  was  16,202  infantry 
and  cavalry  and  about  50  cannon. 
General  Sigel  advanced  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  toward  Sugar 
Creek  and  withstood  the  Confederate 
attack  in  front,  on  the  flanks  and  rear 
for  nearly  six  hours,  when  he  was 
reinforced  by  General  Curtis.  By 
this  movement  Sigel 's  division  was 
brought  to  the  west  end  of  Pea  Eidge 
where  he  formed  a  junction  with  Gen- 
erals J.  C.  Davis  and  Carr.  The  men 
rested  on  their  arms  during  the  night 
of  the  6th  awaiting  the  expected  at- 
tack on  the  morrow.  During  the 
night  Van  Dorn  made  a  bold  flank 
movement,  swinging  his  army  to  the 
left  and  reaching  Pea  Ridge  in  the 
rear  of  Curtis  to  cut  off  his  communi- 
cations and  reinforcements.  Curtis, 
however,  becoming  informed  of  the 
movement,  faced  his  army  to  the  rear, 
his  left  on  the  creek  and  his  right  at 
Elkhorn  Tavern  at  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  the  Confederate  left  being  at 
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the  latter.  At  daylight  of  the  7th  the 
Confederates  made  a  fierce  assault 
which  for  a  time  seemed  to  carry  all 
before  it;  but  it  was  in  two  unrelated 
divisions.     James  Mcintosh  and  Mc- 
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Culloch  on  the  right  ambushed  and 
outflanked  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  while 
Van  Dorn  and  Price  at  Elkhorn  Tav- 
ern decimated  Colonel  Carr's  forces. 
The  latter  carried   on   the  fight  for 
seven  hours   without  reinforcements 
until  about  one-quarter  of  his  troops 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.     The 
Confederate  right  made  a  final  effort 
to  break  the  Union  Hue  and  join  the 
left,  but  Curtis  brought  up  his  last 
reserves  and  in  a  desperate  combat 
in    the    woods    both    Mcintosh    and 
McCulloch  were   mortally   wounded; 
whereupon  their  troops  retreated,  and 
Sigel,  reinforcing  Carr,  stopped  the 
progress    of    Price   who    was    badly 
wounded.     The  Union  troops  were  re- 
formed during  the  night  of  the  7th, 
and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Stli 
the  fight  was  renewed.     The  Confed- 
erates fought  desperately  and   stub- 
bornly, but  they  were  quickly  driven 


into  precipitate  and  scattered  retreat. 
Sigel  pursued  them  for  several  miles 
toward  Keetsville  and  the  cavalry 
still  farther.  The  Union  loss  was  203 
killed,  980  wounded  and  201  captured 
or  missing,  while  Van  Dorn  states  his 
loss  to  have  been  between  800  and 
1,000  killed  and  wounded  and  about 
300  missing.* 

Meanwhile,  after  evacuating  Colum- 
bus (March  2,  1862),  the  Confederates 
turned  their  attention  to  holding  the 
next  barrier  on  the  Mississippi  River. 
This  was  at  a  point  less  than  100  miles 
below  Cairo  where  the  Mississippi 
makes  two  large  bends.  At  tlie  foot 
of  the  first  bend  lay  Island  No.  10  and 
from  that  point  the  river  flows  north- 
ward to  New  Madrid,  Missouri,  pass- 
ing which  it  resumes  its  southward 
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course.  The  island,  the  Tennessee 
shore  of  the  river,  and  the  town  of 
Madrid  were   strongly  fortified  and 

*  See  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v., 
pp.  288-21)3:  Battles  unci  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  275- 
277,  314-3,'i7;  Force,  From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth, 
pp.  12-16;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  ix., 
pt.  ii.,  pp.  77-83;   vol.  x.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  65-89. 
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occupied  with  large  garrisons  —  about 
3,000  men  at  the  former  and  5.000  men 
at  the  latter.*      General  John  Pope 
was    selected   to   lead   an   expedition 
against    the    place.      He    began    his 
march    on    February    2    from    above 
Cairo,  and  on  March  3  appeared  be- 
fore New  Madrid  with  his  Avhole  force, 
numbering  20,000.    He  found  the  place 
occupied  by  several  regiments  of  in- 
fantry and  some  companies  of  artil- 
lery.    The  fortifications  consisted  of 
earthworks   mounting   20   guns   with 
lines  of  intrenchments  while  several 
gunboats  carrying  from  4  to  8  heavy 
'guns  each,  in  command  of  Commodore 
George    N.    Hollins,    were    anchored 
along  the  shore  between  the  upper  and 
low^er  redoubts.    Pope  decided  against 
any  attempt  to  occupy  the  town,  con- 
tenting himself  with  surrounding  the 
place  -tt-ith  siege-works  in  which  he 
could  protect  his  men.     He  then  sent 
a  body  of  troops  under  Colonel  Joseph 
B.  Plummer  to  occupy  Point  Pleasant 
several  miles  below,  so  as  to  cut  off 
the   Confederate  reinforcements  and 
supplies.     When  Pope  got  his  heavy 
siege  guns  into  position  and  began  to 
bombard  the  town  the  Confederates, 
realizing  the  futility  of  attempting  to 
defend  it,  hastily  retreated  during  the 
night,    leaving    a   large   quantity   of 
stores,  artillery,  etc. 

The  Confederates  now  held  Island 
No.  10  and  the  Tennessee  shore,  but 
their  retreat  was  cut  off  by  the 
swamps  beyond  and  Pope's  batteries 


below.  On  the  13th  Foote  left  Cairo 
with  7  ironclads  and  10  mortar  boats, 
and,  having  been  joined  at  Columbus 
by  Colonel  Napoleon  B.  Buford  with 
his  regiment  and  other  troops,  about 
1,500  in  all,  moved  down  the  river  and 
on  Sunday,  the  16th,  began  the  bom- 
bardment of  Island  No.  10,  Avith  no 
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►Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 


294. 


particular  result.  The  only  way  of 
escape  open  to  the  Confederates, 
should  it  become  necessary,  was 
across  the  Tennessee  peninsula,  a  few 
miles  to  Tiptonville  below  New 
Madrid,  whence  they  could  reach 
Memphis  or  its  vicinity.  To  cut  oi¥ 
the  Confederate  means  of  escape  the 
project  of  a  canal  was  revived  by 
which    steam    transports    could     be 
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brouglit  from  above  across  the  penin- 
sula to  New  Madrid  below.*    Colonel 
J.  W.  Bissell  of  the  engineer  regiment 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work,  and 
finally  built  a  canal  12  miles  long,  com- 
pleting the  work  on  April  4.t    But  two 
gunboats  were  needed  to  protect  the 
transports  in  crossing  troops.     Ac- 
cordingly Commander  Henry  Walke 
of  the  Carondelet  was  granted  per- 
mission by  Foote  to  run  the  batteries 
at  Island  No.  104     On  the  night  of 
April    3-4,    in    a    furious    storm    of 
lightning  and  thunder,  the  Carondelet 
passed  the  entire  series  of  Confed- 
erate batteries  ia  the  midst  of  a  rain 
of  shot  and  shell,  and  a  little  after 
midnight  lay  unharmed  at  the  New 
Madrid  landing.     On  the  morning  of 
the  7th  the  gunboat  Pittsburgh  per- 
formed the  same  feat  in  safety,  and 
the  problem  of  Pope's  difficulties  was" 
solved. II    Finding  their  case  hopeless, 
the  Confederates  attempted  to  retreat 
during  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the 
7th,  and  early  on  the  Sth,  ascertain- 
ing that  they  were  completely  cut  off, 
they  laid  down  their  arms  and  surren- 
dered at  discretion.!     In  his  report 
Pope  says: 

"  Three  generals,  273  field  and  company  officers, 
6.700  prisoners,  123  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  all 
of  the  very  beat  character  and  latest  patterns. 
7,000  stand  of  small  arms,  an  immense  quantity 
of  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  etc.,  are  among  the 
spoils."  If 

*  See  Official  Records,  vol   viii.,  pp.  86,  625. 
t  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  460-462. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  viii.,  p.  121. 
II  Maclay,  History  of  the  Navy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  349- 
358. 

§  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.   437-445. 

If  Offieial  Records,  vol.  viii.,  p.  375.     The  loss 


The  victory  at  Donelson  had  not 
been  followed  up  to  its  full  fruition. 
The  delay  of  a  fortnight  or  more  en- 
abled the  Confederates  to  establish 
another  line  farther  to  the  South  and 
again  to  interpose  a  formidable  re- 
sistance. Grant  was  of  the  opinion 
that  — 

"  if  one  general  who  would  have  taken  the  re- 
sponsibility had  been  in  command  of  all  the 
troops  west  of  the  Allegluinies  we  could  have 
marched  to  Chattanooga,  Corinth,  Memphis  and 
Vicksburg  with  the  troops  we  then  had;  and  as 
volunteering  was  going  on  rapidly  over  the 
North  there  would  soon  have  been  force  enough 
at  all  these  centres  to  operate  offensively  against 
any  body  of  the  enemy  that  might  be  found  near 
them."  * 

Grant     seemed     to     be     the     one 
for  such  a  command,  but  as  such  an 
arrangement  would  have  supplanted 
Halleck,    Grant   was    not    considered 
for  the  position.      There  was  much 
jealousy    on    the    part    of    Halleck 
who  repeatedly  complained  of  Grant's 
conduct  to  the  War  Department  and 
placed  General  Smith  in  command  of 
the    expedition    up    the    Tennessee. f 
Smith  started  on  March  10,  made  good 
his    landing    at    Savannah,    and,    on 
the   14th  sent  General  W.   T.   Sher- 
man with  a  division  of  19  steamboats 
to  ascend  the  river  toward  Eastport 

of  this  island  was  keenly  felt  in  the  South,  since 
tlie  Confederates  were  sure  that  the  position  was 
impregnable.  Pollard  says :  "  There  could  be  no 
excuse  for  the  wretclied  management  and  in- 
famous scenes  that  attended  the  evacuation. 
*  *  *  No  single  battlefield  has  yet  afforded  to 
tile  North  sucli  visible  fruits  of  victory  as  had 
been  gathered  at  Island  Ko.  10." — First  Year  of 
the  War,  pp.  201-294.  See  also  Force,  From 
Fort  Henry  to  Corinth,  pp.  66-90. 

*  Grant's  Memoirs,  p.  317. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  vii.,  p.  679  et  sea. 
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and  begin  the  work  of  destrojdng  rail- 
road communications.  Sherman  ad- 
vanced but  finding  the  country  above 
Pittsburg  Landing  under  water,  fell 
back  to  that  point  and  recommended 
its  occupation  to  General  Smith. 
Sherman  established  his  division  on 
March  19  at  Shiloh  Church  about  21/2 
miles  back  from  the  Landing,  with 
General  Stephen  A.  Hurlbut's  divi- 
sion encamped  one  mile  back  from  the 
river.  On  March  17  Grant  arrived  at 
Savannah  and  sent  McClernand's  and 
C.  F.  Smith's  division  under  W.  H.  L. 
Wallace  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  Benja- 
min M.  Prentiss'  division  follo^\^ng 
later.  Little  or  no  attention  was  paid 
to  lines  of  battle  or  reserves,  both 
Grant  and  Sherman  reganling  the 
concentration  as  preparatory  to  an 
advance  upon  Corinth.  General  Lew 
Wallace  was  stationed  at  Crump's 
Landing,  about  six  miles  below  Pitts- 
burg and  on  the  same  side  of  the  river. 
No  attention  was  paid  to  fortifying, 
and  neither  abatis  nor  rifle-pits  were 
constructed  or  timber  felled,  for,  as 
Shei-man  said:  "  We  did  not  fortify 
our  camp  against  an  attack  because 
we  had  no  orders  to  do  so  and  because 
such  a  course  would  have  made  our 
raw  men  timid  ' ' ;  and,  in  a  court- 
martial  case,  he  testified:  "  To  have 
erected  fortifications  would  have  been 
an  evidence  of  weakness  and  would 
have  invited  an  attack."  There  was 
no  expectation  that  the  Confederates 
would  make  an  attack.  Grant  in  his 
Memoirs  sajnng,  "  The  fact  is  I  re- 
garded the  campaign  we  were  engaged 


in  as  an  offensive  one  and  had  no  idea 
that  the  enemy  would  leave  strong  in- 
trenchments  to  take  the  initiative 
when  he  knew  he  would  be  attacked 
where  he  was  if  he  remained."  This 
conviction  led  not  only  to  neglect  of  de- 
fensive preparations  but  to  the  selec- 
tion of  camp  grounds  without  regard 
to  a  line  of  battle  and  chiefly  without 
reference  to  available  facilities  and  the 
convenience  of  water.  Three  of  Sher- 
man's brigades  were  established  about 
Shiloh  Church  and  the  fourth  about 
two  miles  distant.  This  space  was 
later  filled  in  part  by  Prentiss'  divi- 
sion, leaving  extensive  gaps  on  each 
of  his  flanks.  McClernand's  division 
was  camped  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
Sherman  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
to  the  latter,  with  its  flanks  toward 
the  enemy's  position.  Hurlbut's  divi- 
sion was  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  Pren- 
tiss, and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  division 
about  the  same  distance  in  Sherman's 
rear. 

After  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs, 
Beauregard  was  sent  West  to  assist 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  in  what  was 
considered  a  grave  situation.  He  put 
forth  his  greatest  exertions  to  equip 
an  army,  calling  upon  the  governors 
of  the  contiguous  States  for  help.  On 
March  23  Beauregard  joined  Johnston 
at  Corinth  and  the  two  generals  de- 
termined to  surprise  Grant  before 
Buell  could  join  him.  On  April  3 
the  Confederate  party  left  Corinth, 
but  the  weather  was  stormy  and  the 
roads  were  bad,  causing  such  a  delav 
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that  the  attack  planned  for  April  5  more  than  some  picket  firing,"  and 
could  not  be  made  nntil  Sunday,  that  he  did  not  "  apprehend  anything 
April  6.     Though  there  had  been  con-     ]ik<'  an  attack  "on  his  position.    Upon 


siderable  show  of  Confederate  cavalry 
several  miles  to  the  front  on  April  4, 
the  Union  generals  were  not  appre- 
hensive of  an  attack.  On  the  5th  Sher- 
man wrote  to  Grant:  "  I  have  no 
doubt  that  nothing  will  occur  to-day 


recei\ing  .this     report     Grant    tele- 
graphed Halleck: 

"I  have  scarcely  tlie  faintest  idea  of  an  attack 
(general  one)  being  made  upon  us,  but  will  be 
prepared  should  such  a  thing  take  place.  Gen- 
eral Nelson's  division  has  arrived.  The  otlier  two 
of  General  Buell's  column  will   arrive  to-morrow 
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and  the  next  day.  It  is  my  present  intention  to 
send  tliem  to  Haml.urg  some  four  miles  above 
Pittsburgli  wlien  tliey  all  get  here.  From  that 
point  to  Corinth  the  road  is  good  and  a  junction 
could  be  formed  with  the  troops  from  Pittsburgh 
at  almost  any  time."  * 

Nevertheless,  at  this  very  time  Har- 
dee's corps  was  in  line  of  battle  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  Sherman's  head- 
quarters, having  deployed  in  this  posi- 
tion at  10  A.  M.  of  April  5,  with  Gen- 
eral Braxton  Bragg's  corps  forming 
as  a  second  line  and  Polk's  and  Breck- 
inridge 's  corps,  the  rear  of  Johnston 's 
army,  closing  up.    Such  was  the  situa- 
tion   Saturday    night    in    the    Union 
camps.     Probably  few  of  the  battles 
of  the  Civil  War  have  given  rise  to 
such  controversy  as  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh,   the   main  point   of   controversy 
being  whether  the  Union  troops  were 
surprised.    Halleck  stated  that  every 
division  had  notice  of  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach hours  before  the  battle  com- 
menced and  Grant  and  Sherman  have 
maintained   the    same.f      The   quota- 
tions   given    above,    however,    would 
seem  to  prove  that,  while  the  Union 
commanders  knew  of  the  proximity  of 
a  large  Confederate  force,  they  had 
no  idea  that  an  attack  would  be  made. 
On  April  5  Grant  telegraphed  Buell : 
"  The  enemy  at  and  near  Corinth  are 
probably    from    60,000    to    80,000.": 
Colonel  Ammen,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  Nelson's  division  in  Buell's 
army,  informed  Grant  that  his  troops 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  x.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  03. 
t  See  Official  Uccords,  vol.  x.,  pt.  i.,  p.  99,  and 
Grant's   and   Sherman's  Memoirs. 

%  Official  Records,  vol.  x.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  93. 


could  march  on  to  Pittsburg  Landing 
if  necessary.    Grant  replied: 

"  Vou  cannot  march  through  the  swamps;  make 
the  troops  comfortable;  1  will  send  boats  for  you 
Monday  or  Tuesday  or  some  time  early  in  the 
week.  There  will  be  no  fight  at  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing; we  will  have  to  go  to  Corinth  where  the 
rebels  are  fortified.  If  they  come  to  attack  us 
we  can  whip  them  as  I  have  more  than  twice  as 
many  troops  as  1  had  at  Fort  Donclson."  * 

General    Prentiss,    after    the    war, 
said :  "  In  reference  to  the  still  general 
inquiry  '  Was  our  army  surprised  at 
Shiloh!  '  I  can  only  reply  for  myself 
that  I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  that 
a  general  engagement  was  to  be  fought 
on  that  day."  He  said  further:  "  We 
were    not    prepared    on    the    6th    of 
April"    but,    "admonished    by    the 
action  of  the  enemy  on  Friday  even- 
ing," he  had  strengthened  his  pickets. 
General  Andrew   Hickenlooper,   who 
commanded  a  battery  in  Prentiss'  di- 
vision, said: 

"There  had  been  no  order  or  system  in  camp- 
ing; no  relation  of  one  command  to  another;  no 
defined  front  or  known  rear,  except  an  impassable 
river.  There  ^?•as  no  common  directing  head  or 
superior  officer  beyond  the  rank  of  division  com- 
mander  placed  on  the  firing  line  whom  all  would 
recognize  and  promptly  obey.  »  ♦  *  The 
night  before  had  been  passed  by  the  Union  troops 
in  merrymaking  until  the  camp  sunk  into  a 
peaceful  slumber  from  which  they  were  aroused 
by  the  roar  of  musketry  and  the  booming  of  the 
guns  of  the  5th  battery." 

Early  on  the  morning  of  April  6,  the 
Confederates  made  a  vigorous  on- 
slaught. Prentiss'  pickets  were  the 
first  to  encounter  the  Confederate  ad- 
vance, and  being  strongly  reinforced 
attacked  Hardee's  oncoming  line. 
The   latter   pushed    rapidly   forward 


*  Official   Records,  vol.  x.,  pt.   i.,   p.   330. 
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and  threw  strong  flanking  forces  into 
the  wide  gaps  on  Prentiss'  flanks,  thus 
turning  both  as  well  as  Sherman's  left 
and  the  right  of  David  Stuart  —  Sher- 
man's   isolated   brigade.     Sherman's 
brigades  formed  on  their  color  line,  a 
portion    of   the    troops    being   called 
from  their  breakfast  for  the  purpose. 
They  advanced  between  200  and  300 
yards,  met  the  enemy  in  force,  and 
checked    their    advance    for    a    time, 
Sherman  meanwhile  sending  to  Mc- 
Clernand  for  a  battalion  of  cavalry 
to  join  one  of  his  "  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  the  strength  and  design 
of  the  enemy."     By  10  o'clock  most 
of  the  advance  Union  camps  had  been 
captured  by  the  enemy.     There  was 
much  stubborn  and  even  remarkable 
fighting  during  the  day,  in  which  Sher- 
man, Prentiss,  McClernand  and  Hurl- 
but     were     personally     conspicuous. 
Sherman  was  wounded  twice  and  had 
several  horses  shot  under  him.     Mc- 
Clernand, Hurlbut,  W.  H..  L.  Wallace 
and  Prentiss  were  equal  to  the  de- 
mands made  upon  them,  but  nothing 
could  permanently  resist  the  well  or- 
dered Confederate  movement.    Force 
describes   the   battle   as   "  a  combat 
made  up  of  numberless  separate  en- 
counters    of    detached    portions     of 
broken  lines  continually  shifting  posi- 
tion and  changing  direction  in  the  for- 
est and  across  ravines."*    As  the  day 
advanced  the  Union  line  was  rapidly 
disintegrating.     Many  of  the  troops 
were  raw  and  fled  panic-stricken  at 


'  From  Fort  Benry  to  Corinth,  p.  124. 


the  first  charge,*  while  some  of  the 
officers  showed  cowardice  as  well  as 
inefficiency.      Prentiss'   division    (the 
6th)  and  the  second  division  under  W. 
PI.  L.  Wallace  held  one  of  the  key- 
points  of  the  Union  left  centre  against 
the  assaults  of  the  enemy,  but  found 
that  the  withdrawal  of  troops  on  the 
right  and  left  produced  gaps  that  of- 
fered openings  to  the  enemy.     Grant 
had  given  instructions  to  hold  this  po- 
sition at  all  hazards  and,  after  con- 
sultation,  Prentiss   and  Wallace   de- 
cided to  obey  this  order  notwithstand- 
ing the  dangerous  exposure.     But  as 
the  Confederates  quickly  took  advan- 
tage of  the  offered  openings,  Prentiss 
and  Wallace  were  quickly  surrounded, 
and  only  portions  of  their  commands 
succeeded  in  making  their  way  out. 
AVallace  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
Prentiss  and  fragments  of  the  two  di- 
visions numbering  2,200  men  were  cap- 
tured soon  after  5  o  'clock.    Sherman 's 
organization  was   destroyed  and  he, 
with  a  small  force  of  his  own,  was 
fighting  stubbornly  mth  McClernand 
whose     organization,     though    much 
broken,  was  still  maintained.    About 
2  o'clock  General  Johnston  was  mor- 
tally wounded   and  died  in  half  an 
hour.t     The  transfer  of  command  to 
Beauregard  caused  a  lull  in  the  fight- 
ing, but  by  5  o'clock  the  Union  line 
had  been  forced  back  into  the  corner 
between    the    Tennessee    River    and 
Snake  Creek,  an  area  which  included 
the  Landing.    Here  the  line  presented 

*  Sherman  says  "  at  least  10,000." 

t  Rhodes,  Umted  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  623. 
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a  front  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
the  enemy.  Just  as  an  assault  on  this 
position  was  being  made  on  the  right 
of  the  Union  lines,  Amnien's  brigade 
and  Nelson's  division  of  Buell's  army, 
which  had  marched  from  Savannah 
through  the  swamps,  were  ferried 
across  the  river;  then  two  regiments 
advanced  and  opened  fire  upon  the 
right  regiments  of  the  enemy  which, 
in  charging  forward,  had  nearly 
reached  the  Landing.  The  assault 
was  checked  without  severe  fighting, 
but  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops  thus 
became  known  and  the  Confederate 
attack  ended  for  the  day.  At  this  time 
Grant's  line  in  front  of  the  Landing 
was  held  by  the  broken  organizations 
of  Hurlbut,  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  Mc- 
Clernand  and  Sherman,  while  por- 
tions of  various  organizations  were 
available  witliin  the  protected  area. 
Buell  himself  arrived  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  and  spent  the  rest  of 
the  day  learning  conditions,  studying 
the  ground,  and,  at  night,  posting  his 
troops  for  the  conflict  to  take  place  the 
next  day. 

Beauregard's  disorganized  and 
shattered  army,  worn  out  with  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  day,  was  little  fitted  to 
cope  with  the  body  of  fresh  troops 
that  had  joined  Grant.  During  the 
night  Lew  Wallace  arrived  with  5,000 
men;  the  remainder  of  Nelson's  divi- 
sion, General  T.  L.  Crittenden's  and 
part  of  General  A.  M.  McCook's  divi- 
sion of  Buell's  army,  amounting  in 
all  to  about  20,000  men,  had  reached 
the  scene  of  action.    Nelson's  division 


was  ferried  over  at  night  and  ad- 
vanced on  the  left;  Crittenden's  was 
placed  on  Nelson's  right;  and  two  bri- 
gades of  McCook's  division  were  es- 
tablished still  farther  to  the  right. 
Along  the  Union  right  centre  Grant's 
reduced  divisions  which  had  fought 
the  battle  of  Sunday  were  gathered 
and  reorganized,  McClernand  and 
Sherman  in  front,  Hurlbut  and  rem- 
nants of  W.  H.  L.  Wallace's  division 
with  some  new  d,etaclxments  in  re- 
serve. Bi;ell's  left  and  centre  'ad- 
vanced early  in  the  morning  of  the 
7th  and  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy's  pickets  immediately  after 
daylight,  the  main  line  being  encoun- 
tered at  6  o'clock.  McCook's  two  bri- 
gades moved  at  once  into  action  and 
were  established  still  further  to  the 
right.  The  Army  of  the  Ohio  pressed 
steadily  forward  and  at  4  o'clock  had 
gained  possession  of  the  old  camps  of 
Stuart,  Prentiss  and  part  of  McCler- 
nand's.  Two  brigades  of  T.J.Wood's 
division  came  up  toward  the  close  of 
the  battle,  but  onl^"  one  reached  the 
front.  The  action  closed  soon  after 
4  o'clock,  and  at  5  p.  m.  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee  reoccupied  its  former 
camp.  Meanwhile,  when  Buell  first  ad- 
vanced, he  had  been  joined  by  Colonel 
J.  M.  Tuttle  of  W.  H.  L.Wallace's  2d 
division,  who  gathered  about  1,000  men 
of  liis  own  command  and  without  or- 
ders i^roceeded  to  Buell's  lines  and 
fought  with  him  throughout  the  day. 
At  daylight  Grant  gave  Sherman  or- 
ders to  advance  on  the  right.  He 
thereupon  sent  his  staff  officers  to  col- 
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lect  Ms  men,  and  moved  forward  about 
7  o'clock.  Two  hours  later,  under 
Grant's  orders,  Hurlbut  went  to  the 
supijort  of  McClernand,  who  with 
Sherman  was  then  engaged  near  his 
former  camp.  Lew  Wallace  had  ad- 
vanced earlier  and  held  the  right  of 
Grant's  armj-.  This  division  finally 
swung  around  upon  the  ground  orig- 
inally occupied  by  Sherman,  there 
coming  into  contact  with  the  right 
of  McCook  of  Buell's  line.  Here 
the  battle  ended,  with  the  Con- 
federate army  in  full  retreat  upon 
Corinth.  According  to  the  best  es- 
timates Grant  had  33,000  men  at 
the  opening  of  the  battle  and  Lew 
Wallace's  reinforcements  the  second 
day  were  5,000.  The  official  reports 
give  Johnston's  strength  at  39,000  to 
40,000.  Grant's  losses  were  1,513 
killed,  6,601  wounded  and  2,830  cap- 
tured or  missing,  total  10,941:.  Buell 
lost  241  killed,  1,807  wounded  and  55 
captured  or  missing,  total  2,103.  The 
total  Union  loss  thus  was  13,047.  The 
Confederate  loss  is  stated  to  have 
been  1,723  killed,  8,012  wounded,  959 
missing,  total  10,694.* 

*  See  Official  Records,  vols,  x.,  and  Hi.,  part  i.: 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  465-610;  Grant's 
Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  i.:  Sherman's  Memoirs, 
vol.  i. ;  Van  Home,  History  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  vol.  i. ;  Swinton,  Decisive  Battles  of 
the  War;  Force,  From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth, 
pp.  91-182;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
610-625 ;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  chap, 
xviii. ;  Thomas  Wortliington,  A  Correct  History 
of  Grant  at  the  Battle  of  .S'7n7o7t  (1880);  W.  W. 
Wallace,  The  Battle  of  Shiloh,  in  Journal  of  the 
Military  Service  Institute,  vol.  xxvi.,  pp.  14-25 
(1000);  Tully,  The  Ciril  War  in  the  United 
States;  Shiloh,  or  the  Battle  of  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing (1898)  ;  F.  A.  Shoup,  The  Cost  of  War  in  '62; 


The  prevailing  opinion  was  that 
(J  rant  had  been  saved  from  a  disas- 
trous defeat  by  the  arrival  of  Buell's 
army.  Certainly  Grant  was  very  care- 
less in  his  conduct  of  the  campaign. 
When  the  details  of  it  became  known 
much  bitterness  of  feeling  sprang  up, 
particularly  in  the  Western  States 
from  which  his  troops  came.  All  sorts 
of  charges  were  made  against  hii:i 
and  pressure  Avas  brought  to  bear  en 
the  President  to  remove  liim.  Colonel 
A.  K.  McClure  in  a  conversation  with 
Lincoln  advocated  Grant's  removal, 
but  Lincoln,  in  a  tone  of  earnestness, 
said:  "  I  cannot  spare  this  man; 
he  fights."*  When  Ilalleck  received 
news  of  the  victory  he  immediately 
went  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  where  he 
arrived  on  April  11  and  took  command 
of  the  army.  On  the  22d  Pope  with 
his  division  numbering  about  25,000 
troops  arrived  at  the  Landing  from 
New  Madrid,  thus  increasing  the  ef- 
fective troops  to  100,000  men.  Ap- 
Ijointing  General  Thomas  commander 
of  the  right  wing,  Buell  of  the  centre, 
and  Pope  of  the  left,  he  named  Grant 
his  second  in  command.!  Grant  was 
exceedingly  displeased  by  tliis,  since 
he  considered  it  really  a  displacement, 
and   would  have   left   the    army   had 


Shiloh,  in  United  Service  Magazine,  ser.  iii., 
vol.  viii.,  pp.  67-80  (1905);  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Shiloh,  and  the  Investment  of  Corinth,  draivn 
from  Original  Sources,  Official  Reports,  etc. 
(1862);  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  94-95;  vol.  vii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  41-51;  vol.  viii., 
pp.  33-43;  vol.  ix.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  63-73;  vol.  x.,  pt.  i., 
pp.   165-172. 

*  JleClure,  Lincoln  and  Men  of  War  Times,  p. 
179. 

1  Official  Records,  vol.  x.,  part  ii.,  pp.  138,  144. 
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not  Sherman  dissuaded  him.*  Beau- 
regard had  also  been  reinforced  to 
an  effective  strength  of  50,000  troops. 
Toward  the  close  of  April  llalleck 
began  his  move  on  Corinth,  marching 


slowly  and  cautiously  and  intrenching 
himself  at  every  step.  In  this  position 
we  will  leave  him,  to  glance  at  opera- 
tions in  other  fields. 


CHAPTER  V. 

1861-1862. 

OPERATIONS    ALONG    THE    SEACOAST. 

Engagement  at  Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  —  Burnside's  expedition  to  Roanoke  Island  —  Capture  of  Elizabeth 
City  —  The  expedition  against  Newbern  —  The  capture  of  Fort  Macon  —  The  surrender  of  Fort  Pulaski  — 
The  battle  of  South  Mills  —  The  battle  of  Secessionville. 


On  April  12  to  13,  1861,  reinforce- 
ments under  Colonel  Harvey  Brown 
arrived  at  Fort  Pickens,  Florida,  so 
that  by  the  close  of  the  month  the  fort 
was  garrisoned  bj"  about  900  men. 
The  works  were  strengthened,  and  to- 
ward the  end  of  June  a  regiment  of 
New  York  troops  known  as  Billy  Wil- 
son's Zouaves  was  landed  on  Santa 
Rosa  Island  and  encamped.  At  Pen- 
sacola the  Confederates  had  gathered 
a  formidable  force  of  about  8,000  men 
under  Braxton  Bragg,  awaiting  an 
opportunity  to  drive  out  or  capture 
the  Union  troops.  For  this  purpose 
an  expedition  of  1,000  men  under  Gen- 
eral R.  H.  Anderson  crossed  over  to 
Santa  Rosa  Island  on  October  9  and 
landed  several  miles  beyond  Fort 
Pickens.  Anderson  divided  his  force 
into  three  battalions  under  Colonels 
John  K.  Jackson,  James  Chalmers 
and  J.  Patton  Anderson.  After  a 
march  of  three  or  four  miles,  the 
shooting  of  a  sentinel  by  some  one  of 

•Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  628. 


Chalmers'  command  gave  the  alarm 
to  the  Union  camp.  Jackson's  bat- 
talion of  Georgians  then  pushed 
through  thickets  to  the  middle  of  the 
ishmd,  driving  the  Union  outposts  be- 
fore them  and,  charging  bayonets, 
entered  the  camp,  which  they  found 
deserted.  Here  they  burned  the  store- 
houses and  sheds.  As  daylight  came 
before  arrangements  could  be  made 
for  further  concerted  action,  General 
Anderson  ordered  all  back  to  the 
boats.  During  the  withdrawal  a  sharp 
skirmish  occurred  ^nth  two  companies 
of  Union  troops  that  attempted  to  in- 
tercept the  retreat.  The  total  Con- 
federate loss  was  18  killed,  39 
wounded,  and  30  captured;  the  total 
Union  loss  was  64. 

Further  up  the  coast  the  operations 
were  more  extensive.  After  the  cap- 
ture of  Forts  Hatteras  and  Clark  at 
llatteras  Inlet  on  August  29, 1861,  the 
Confederates  began  to  erect  works  on 
Roanoke  Island  to  command  the  nar- 
row   channel    connecting    Albemarle 
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and  Pamlico  Sounds.*  On  January  7, 
1862,  General  Ambrose  E.  Burnside 
had  collected  an  army  of  12,829  men 
divided    into    three    brigades    under 


KOAIVOKE  ISLAND 


BORulv   &   M  .   >• 


Generals  John  G.  Foster,  Jesse  L. 
Reno,  and  John  G.  Parke. t  Burnside 
was  to  seize  Roanoke  Island,  capture 
Newbern  and  Fort  Macon,  open  the 
harbor  of  Beaufort,  and,  if  possible,  to 
advance  from  Newbern  and  seize  the 
railroad  to  Goldsboro.  Bj'  the  night 
of  January  10  more  than  80  vessels 
of  all  kinds  had  gathered  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  20  being  war  vessels  carry- 
ing over  60  guns  under  command  of 
Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough.  The 
expedition  set  sail  on  January  11  and 


passed  into  Pamlico  Sound  on  Febru- 
ary 4,  when  orders  were  given  for  the 
advance  on  Roanoke  Island.  On  the 
5th  the  stai't  was  made  vrith.  65  ves- 
sels, including  transports.  On  the  7th 
the  armed  vessels  engaged  the  Con- 
federate batteries  on  the  west  side  of 
Roanoke  Island  and  also  some  Con- 
federate gunboats,  which  were  soon 
driven  off.  The  forts  were  silenced 
and,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  Burn- 
side debarked  over  8,000  troops  and  a 
battery  at  Ashby's  harbor.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  advance  was  begun, 
Parke  on  the  right,  Foster  in  the 
centre,  and  Reno  on  the  left.     While 
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*  Official  Records,  vol.  iv.,  p.  682. 
t/bw/,  vol.  i\-.,  p.  358. 


Foster  pressed  the  front  and  engaged 
with  his  artillery,  Reno,  marching  at 
times  waist-deep  in  the  mud  of  the 
swamps,  gained  the  right  of  the  Con- 
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federate  position,  while  Parke,  in  the 
same  manner,  ^gained  the  left.  After 
a  fight  lasting  three  hours  a  simulta- 
neous charge  was  made,  and  the  entire 
Confederate  position  was  taken.  This 
cleared  the  road.  Burnside  marched 
to  the  head  of  the  island,  where  the 
forts  on  the  shore  and  their  entire 
garrisons  were  captured.  The  Union 
loss  was  37  killed,  214  wounded  and 
13  missing.  The  Confederate  loss 
was  23  killed,  58  wounded  and  62  miss- 
ing, and  about  2,650  captured,  includ- 
ing 159  officers  besides  5  forts,  32  guns 
and  3,000  stand  of  arms.* 

The  Confederate  vessels  then  fled 
to  Albemarle  Sound,  a  distance  of 
30  or  40  miles  into  Pasquotank  River 
toward  Elizabeth  City.  Commander 
S.  C.  Rowan,  with  14  vessels,  set  out 
in  pursuit  the  next  morning  and,  on 
February  10,  came  upon  the  Confed- 
erate gunboats  drawn  up  in  front  of 
Elizabeth  City.  Rowan  promptly  at- 
tacked, and  after  a  brief  but  spirited 
contest  William  F.  Lynch,  the  Con- 
federate commander,  set  the  boats  on 
fire  and  retreated.  The  fort  at  Cobb 's 
Point,  mounting  four  guns,  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  principal  buildings  in 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  ix. ;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  i.,  pp.  640-64.5;  660-670;  Nieolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  243-246;  L.  Traner, 
Burnside's  Expedition  in  Xorth  Carolina,  The  Bat- 
tles of  Hoanoke  Island  and  Elizabeth  City  (1880) ; 
W.  L.  Welch,  The  Burnside  Expedition  and  t)ie 
Engagement  at  Roanoke  Island  ( 1890 )  ;  B.  P. 
Poore,  The  Life  and  Public  tServices  of  Ambrose 
E.  Burnside  ( 1882 )  ;  W.  B.  Avery,  The  Marine 
Artillery  with  the  Burnside  Expedition  (ISSO); 
A.  E.  Burnside,  Tlie  Burnside  Expedition  (1882)  ; 
Maclay,  History  of  the  Xavy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  262— 
270 ;  Thomas  F.  Edmunds,  Operations  in  North 
Caroline,  1S61-1S62  (1912);  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  32-37;   vol.  xii.,  pp.   19-25. 


the  city  were  set  afire.*  By  prompt 
action,  however.  Rowan  succeeded  in 
checking  the  flames  and  was  soon  in 
possession  of  Elizabeth  City  and  other 
points.  In  this  expedition  Rowan  had 
two  killed  and  six  wounded. 

Carrying  out  the  original  instruc- 
tions, another  expedition,  naval  and 
military,  sailed  from  Roanoke  Island 
against  Newbern  on  the  Neuse  River. 
On  March  6  the  troops  started  from 
Roanoke  Island,  and  by  the  night  of 
the   11th  the   entire  land  and  naval 
force  was  off  the  mouth  of  Slocum's 
Creek,  south  of  the  Neuse  and  about 
15  miles  below  New^bern.     Pour  miles 
below  the  city  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  river  and  opposite  some  obstruc- 
tions in  the  stream,  was  Fort  Thomp- 
son, mounting  13  heavy  guns.     From 
the  fort  inland  was  a  line  of  rifle-pits 
and    redoubts    extending    about    two 
miles  to  and  beyond  the  Atlantic  and 
North  Carolina  Railroad.    In  the  fort 
and  on  this  line  were  41  heavy  guns 
and  19  field-pieces.    The  position  w^as 
held  by  7  North  Carolina  regiments,  a 
battalion  of  militia,  and  3  batteries  of 
artillery,  numbering  about  5,000  men, 
in    command    of    General    L.    O'B. 
Branch.     Burnside's  troops,  13  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  about  9,000  men 
and  8  guns  were  landed  by  noon  of 
the  13th,  the  gunboats  under  Rowan 
moving  up  the  river  abreast  of  the  in- 
fantry   and    shelling    the    road    and 
woods  in  advance.     At  7  a.  m.  on  the 
14th  General  J.  G.  Foster  with  the 
10th  Connecticut  and  the  23d,  24th, 

*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  p.  64.5;   Maclay, 
History  of  the  Xavy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  271-273. 
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and  28tli  Massachusetts  moved  np  the 
road  on  the  right ;  General  J.  L.  Eeno 
moved  along  the  line  of  the  railroad 
with  the  21st  Massachusetts,  9th  New 
Jersey,  51st  New  York,  and  51st 
Pennsylvania;  while  General  J.  G. 
Parke  with  the  4th  and  5th  Rhode 
Island  and  11th  Connecticut  moved 
in  the  centre  on  a  country  road,  as  a 
reserve.  About  8  a.  m.  Foster  at- 
tacked   Fort    Thompson    and    soon 


FORT  PULASKI 


the  entire  division  became  engaged. 
After  a  stubborn  resistance  lasting 
four  hours  the  Confederates  broke 
and  retreated  to  Newbern,  burning  be- 
hind them  the  railroad  and  turnpike 
bridges  over  Trent  River.  Burnside 
crossed  the  Trent  in  boats  and  in  the 
afternoon  occupied  the  city,  capturing 
many  heavy  guns  and  other  material. 
The  Confederate  loss  was  64  killed, 
101  wounded,  and  413  captured  or 
missing;  the  Union  loss  was  90  killed 
and  380  wounded.* 


*  Woodbury,  Burnside  and  the  9th  Army  Corps, 
pp.  51-68;  Buttles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  647- 
652;  Maclay,  History  of  the  Nary,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
273-278;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  37-41. 


More  important  than  these  small 
expeditions  was  that  under  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Parke  against 
Fort  Macon,  a  work  commanding 
Beaufort  Harbor,  North  Carolina, 
constructed  of  brick  and  stone  and 
mounting  nearly  50  guns.  On  March 
19  General  Parke  advanced  ■s\'ith  his 
brigade  toward  Beaufort,  captured 
Moorehead  City  and  Beaufort,  and 
proceeded  to  invest  the  fort,  which  was 
garrisoned  by 
about  450  men. 
When  surrender 
was  refused,  Parke 
cut  off  the  commu- 
nications of  the 
fort,  planted  11 
seige  guns  and,  at 
5  :40  A.  M.  on  April 
25,  in  cooperation 
with  four  vessels 
of  the  navy, 
opened  tire.  Hour 
after  hour  the  bombardment  was 
maintained,  but  about  4  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  garrison  sur- 
rendered.* 

Simultaneously  with  the  operations 
in  North  Carolina  other  important 
victories  had  been  gained  along  the 
Atlantic  coast.  Fort  Pulaski,  erected 
by  the  United  States  at  Cockspur 
Island  for  the  defence  of  Savannah, 
Georgia,  and  commanding  both  chan- 
nels of  the  Savannah  River,  had  been 
seized  by  Georgia  State  troops  on 
January  3, 1861.  It  was  a  brick  work 
with  walls  71/2  feet  thick  and  25  feet 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  652-6.')4:  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  43-44. 
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Upper  photo  from  the  original  Brandy  negative.     Lower  photo  taken  from  the  PhoiograpMc  History  of  the  Citil  War.      Copyright  by 
the  Patriot  Publiahilig  Company. 
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Iiigli  above  water  a.  d,  in  January  of 
1862,  mounted  48  heavy  guns  and  was 
garrisoned  by  nearlj  400  men.     Gen- 
eral Q.   A.   Gillmore  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  operations  to  reduce  it. 
In  February  of  1862,  two  regiments  of 
infantry,  two  companies  of  engineers, 
and  two  companies  of  artillery  reached 
Tybee  Island,   and  soon  constructed 
11  batteries  of  36  large  guns.  At  sun- 
rise of  April  10  General  David  Hun- 
ter, who  had  succeeded  General  T.  "\V. 
Sherman  in  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  sent  an  officer  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  but 
its  commander,  Colonel  C.  H.  01m- 
stead,    refused.      Accordingly,    at    8 
o'clock,  the  bombardment  was  begun 
and  lasted  until  dark.     At  sunrise  of 
the  11th  firing  was  resumed,  and  by 
noon  the  fort  was    so  severely  dam- 
aged that  at  2  o'clock  a  white  flag 
was  raised.      Gillmore   received  the 
surrender     and     allowed     honorable 
terms  to  the  officers  and  men,  385  in 
number,  found  therein.     Large  quan- 
tities of  stores,  ammunition,  etc.,  and 
47  guns  were  captured,  with  a  loss  to 
the  Union  army  of  only  one  killed.* 
After  the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island 
and  Newbern,  rumors  reached  Gen- 
eral Burnside  that  the  Confederates 
were   building  ironclad   gimboats   at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  with  the  intention 
of  running  them  through  the  Dismal 
Swamp  Canal  and  Roanoke  Eiver  to 
make  descent  on  the  Union  flotilla  in 


♦  See  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v., 
pp.  248-2.50;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
1-12:  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi.,  p|i. 
88-91. 
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Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds.    Ac- 
cordingly,   Burnside    determined    to 
destroy  the  locks  of  the  canal  at  South 
Mills  near  Camden  and  to  blow  up  the 
banks  of  the  Currituck  Canal.     The 
expedition  was  to  be  in  charge  of  Gen- 
eral J.  L.  Reno,  who,  with  the  21st 
Massachusetts  and  the  51st  Pennsyl- 
vania, sailed  from  Newbern  to  Roan- 
oke where,  on  April  18,  he  was  joined 
by  Colonel  Rush  C.  Hawkins'  brigade 
(the  9th  and  89th  New  York  and  6th 
New  Hampshire)  with  4  guns,  making 
the  aggregate  number  under  his  com- 
mand 3,200  men.     Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  April  19  the  army  advanced. 
When  within  two  miles  of  South  Mills, 
Reno 's  advance  was  halted  by  an  un- 
expected fire  of  artillery,  whereupon 
Reno   pushed   his  guns   into    action. 
Colonel  A.  R.  Wright  \\ith  585  men 
of  the  3d  Georgia,  some  North  Caro- 
lina miUtia,  and  a  company  of  cavalry, 
had  taken  position  across  the  road 
^\•ith  four  guns.     The  artillery  com- 
manded the  road,  while  both  flanks, 
which  were  in  a  dense  wood  in  the 
rear,   were    covered  by   skirmishers. 
After  an  artillery  duel  of  an  hour  the 
51st  Pennsylvania  and  the  21st  Mas- 
sachusetts were  ordered  to  turn  the 
Confederate  left,  while  Hawkins  with 
the  9th  and  89th  New  York  attempted 
to  turn  the  right,  the  6th  New  Hamp- 
shire supporting  the  artillery  on  the 
left   of  the  road.      On  reaching  the 
Confederate    left   the    51st   Pennsyl- 
vania and  21st  Massachusetts  opened 
fire,  and  about  the  same  time  the  9th 
New  Y^ork  made  a  gallant  charge  upon 
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the  Confederate  guns,  but  was  re- 
pulsed. On  being  joined  by  the  89th 
New  York,  the  9th  rallied,  and  both 
went  forward  to  join  the  21st  Massa- 
chusetts which,  with  the  51st  Penn- 
sylvania, had  kept  up  so  steady  a  fire 
that  the  Confederates  withdrew  their 
guns  and  retired  a  mile  to  the  rear. 
On  the  left  of  the  road  the  6th  New 
Hampshire  advanced  to  within  200 
yards  of  the  right  of  the  3d  Georgia 
and,  pouring  in  a  volley,  hastened  its 
retreat.  The  firing  lasted  four  hours. 
At  10  o  'clock,  having  failed  in  the  ob- 
ject of  his  expedition,  Reno  marched 
back  to  his  boats  and  the  troops  re- 
turned to  Roanoke  Island  and  New- 
bern.  The  Union  loss  was  13  killed, 
101  wounded  and  13  missing;  the  Con- 
federate loss  was  6  killed,  19  wounded 
and  3  missing.* 

In  May  of  1862,  General  David 
Hunter,  commanding  the  Department 
of  the  South,  began  preparations  for 
throwing  troops  upon  James  Island 
to  make  a  quick  advance  upoa  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina.  On  June  2  the 
advance  of  General  I.  I.  Stevens  was 
landed,  and  next  day  made  a  recon- 
noissance  in  force  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  a  battery  at  Secessionville, 
about  two  miles  from  Stone  River. 
The  gunboats  cooperated  in  the  move- 
ment, which  was  but  partially  success- 
ful, the  Confederates,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ellison  Capers,  24th 
South  CaroUna,  defending  the  posi- 


»  Official  Records,  vol.  ix.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
Yol.  i.,  pp.  6.54-6.")6;  Confederate  MUitary  History, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  41-42;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  96-97. 


tion,  and  inflicting  upon  Stevens  a  loss 
of  17  killed  and  wounded,  and  taking 
22   prisoners.      On   the   8th   Stevens 
made    another   reconnoissance,   came 
under    artillery    fire,    and    withdrew 
with  a  loss  of  7  killed  and  wounded. 
On  the  same  day  General  Wright's 
division  arrived  from  Edisto  Island, 
and  next  day  marched  to  near  Grim- 
ball's  Landing,  two  or  three  miles  to 
the  left  of  Stevens,  who  was  covering 
the  position  opposite  Legareville,  on 
John's  Island.     It  was  determined  to 
carry  the  battery  by  a  rush,  and  thus 
open  the  way  to  Charleston,  only  10 
miles  distant,  and  orders  were  given 
for  an  assault  to  be  made  at  dawn  of 
June  11;  but  Colonel  T.  G.  Lamar, 
now  in  the  command  of  the  Confed- 
erate works  at  Secessionville,  assumed 
the  offensive  and,  toward  evening  of 
the   10th,   attacked  Wright's  pickets 
and  advance  posts  with  infantiy  and 
artillery  but  Avas  repulsed,  suffering 
severe  loss  and  inflicting  upon  Wiight 
a  loss  of  about  25  killed  and  wounded. 
Accordingly     a     battery     was     con- 
structed, but  it  failed  to  silence  the 
Confederate  guns,  and  Benham  (who 
had  now  succeeded  to  the  command) 
proceeded  to  assault  the  work.     He 
had  for  the  purpose  3,100  men  under 
General  Wright,  and  3,500  under  Gen- 
eral Stevens.    The  Avork  was  defended 
by  six  heavy  guns  and  about  1,000  men, 
and  there  were   supports  near  that 
came  up  at  the  close  of  the  action. 
Stevens,  with  his  3,500  men,  was  to 
make  the  assault,  and  Wright,  moving 
from  Grimball's  Landing,  was  to  co- 
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operate  by  moving  on  his  left  and 
rear.  Stevens  bad  two  brigades,  Col- 
onel Fenton's  (8tb  Michigan,  7th  Con- 
necticut, 28th  Massachusetts)  and 
Colonel  Daniel  Leasure's  (46th  and 
79th  New  York  and  100th  Pennsyl- 
vania), and  four  guns.  At  4  a.  m.  the 
column  moved  forward,  Fentoii  lead- 
ing, with  a  storming  partj'  of  two 
companies  of  the  8th  Michigan,  closely 
followed  by  the  other  8  companies  of 
the  regiment,  the  7th  Connecticut,  and 
the  28th  Massachusetts.  Leasure  fol- 
lowed Fenton.  Lamar  had  knowledge 
of  the  movement  and  had  sent  for  re- 
inforcements, and  as  the  leading  regi- 
ment came  within  300  yards  and  de- 
ployed into  line  his  guns  opened  their 
canister-fire,  and  at  the  same  time 
heavy  volleys  of  musketry  from  dikes 


and  hedges  were  poured  upon  the 
right  flank  of  the  assaulting  column. 
The  Union  regiments  closed  up  rap- 
idly and  made  a  rush  for  the  work, 
but  became  entangled  in  the  abatis, 
and  at  5  o'clock,  after  a  severe  con- 
test of  25  minutes,  they  fell  back  500 
yards  to  a  hedge,  under  cover  of  ar- 
tillery, with  a  loss  of  over  500.  At 
9  o'clock  Benham  ordered  Stevens 
back  to  the  camp.  The  Union  loss 
was  107  killed,  487  wounded,  and  89 
missing,  an  aggregate  of  683.  The 
Confederates  reported  a  loss  of  52 
killed,  144  wounded,  and  8  missing. 
Late  in  June  the  Union  troops  were 
ordered  to  withdraw  from  James 
Island  and,  for  some  time  after,  no 
further  attempt  was  made  to  capture 
the  city.* 
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On  November  18,  1861,  the  Con- 
federate congress  met  at  Richmond. 
Members  were  present  from  six  of 
the  seceded  States  sufficient  to  form 
a  quorum,  and  the  next  day  Davis 
sent  in  his  message.*  It  was  a  docu- 
ment  prepared  with   care,   and   evi- 


dently   intended    to    produce    effect 
abroad  quite   as  much  as   at   home. 


*  See  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  iii.,  p.  404. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xiv. ;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
voL  iv.,  p.  21 ;  Hazard  Stevens,  Military  Opera- 
tions in  South  Carolina  in  1862,  against  Charles- 
ton, Port  Royal  Ferry,  James  Island  and  Seces- 
sionmlle  (1912),  and  Life  of  I.  I.  Stevens;  Walter 
B.  Capers,  The  Soldier  Bishop  —  Ellison  Capers 
(1912);  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  v., 
pp.  8&-92. 


110 


COXFEDEKATE  FIX^AXCES;  DISTRESS  IN  THE  SOUTH. 


There  was  a  triumisliant  note  in  the 
message  as  he  spoke  of  the  succession 
of  gloiious  victories  at  Bethel,  Bull 
Run,  Springfield,  and  other  places,  of 
the  waxing  strength  of  the  Confed- 
eracy and  of  its  well-regulated  finan- 
cial system.  The  financiering  extolled 
by  Davis  consisted  in  meeting  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war  by  loans  and  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes.*  Between 
July  1  and  November  16  less  than  1 
per  cent,  of  the  receijits  had  come 
from  customs  and  miscellaneous 
sources,  more  than  $20,(100,000  had 
been  raised  by  loans,  and  $31,000,000 
had  been  expended.  A  direct  war  tax 
imposed  in  August  had  not  yielded 
any  returns.  So  averse  were  the  peo- 
ple to  taxation  that  most  of  the  States 
assumed  this  tax,  pajdng  it  to  the  gov- 
ernment, and  raising  the  means  by 
issuing  State  bonds  and  treasury 
notes,  t  The  proceedings  of  Congress 
were  of  no  great  importance.  Ken- 
tucky and  Missouri  were  admitted 
into  the  Confederacy;  about  $60,000,- 
000  was  appropriated  for  the  army 
and  $4,000,000  for  the  navy;  and  a 
resolution  w-as  adopted  refusing  to 
make  any  advance  to  planters,  or  to 
purchase  their  products.  The  ses- 
sion of  the  provisional  Congress  ter- 
minated February  17,  when  it  Avas  im- 
mediately succeeded  by  the  perma- 
nent Congress. 

But  while  Davis  appeared  not  to  be 
discouraged,  there  were   others  who 

*  Details  of  these  transactions  are  given  in  tlie 
next  cliapter. 

t  Davis,  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, vol.  i..  p.  49.5. 


did  not  take  such  a  roseate  view  of 
the  situation.      The  pressure  of  the 
Ijlockade  had  begun  to  w^ork  hardship 
on  the  people  of  the  South.     Articles 
of  necessity  had  advanced  enormously 
in  price,  coal  and  wood  were  scarce, 
the  supply  of  medicines  was  becoming 
low,  and  the  scarcity  of  lint  and  sur- 
gical plaster  was  felt  seriously  by  the 
surgeons    in    the    hospitals.       Shifts 
were  made  to  get  along  without  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life.     At 
first  the  people  mixed  rye  mtli  their 
coffee,  and  when  the  supply  of  that 
article  ran  short,  substituted  wheat  or 
chickory.    Many  of  the  people  dressed 
entirely  in   homespun,   their   clothes 
and   even  their  hats   and   shoes  be- 
ing plantation-made.     Fortunately,  in 
1861,  the  crops  of  wheat  and  corn  were 
large,  and  tliis  supply  lasted  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time.     One  of 
the  greatest  problems,  however,  was 
that  of  transportation,  for  at  times 
the  railroads  w^ere  unable  to  do  more 
than  transport  troops  to  the  front  and 
keep  the  annies  supplied.     The  cot- 
ton and  tobacco  crops  were  ready  for 
the  market,  and  both  France  and  Eng- 
land were  willing  to  pay  high  prices 
for  these  staples,  but  the  Union  block- 
ade was  an  effectual  barrier  against 
its  exportation  and  thus  the  Confed- 
eracy lost  a  large  amount  of  money 
on  which  it  had  depended. 

But  in  spite  of  discomforts  and 
1)usiness  depression,  life  in  Richmond 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  especially 
severe  in  the  latter  half  of  1861. 
Dividends  were  paid  by  the  bank  and 
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railroad    companies;    the    civil    and 
criminal  courts  held  their  appointed 
terms.;  the  theatres  were  open,  and 
generally  crowded ;  and  the  Fourth  of 
Juh-  and  Christmas  were  celebrated 
in  the  usual  merry  manner.     Charles- 
ton, however,  presented  a  different 
picture.      Public    amusements    were 
almost    entirely    forgotten,    for    the 
blockade  had  created  widespread  de- 
pression, since  the  prosperity  of  the 
section  depended  on  the  marketing  of 
the   cotton   crop.      When   the  Union 
troops  captured  Port  Royal,  and  com- 
manded the  adjacent  islands  on  wliich 
sea-island    cotton    was    grown,    the 
planters    applied    the    torch    to    the 
year's   product.      Moreover,   on   De- 
cember 11,  the  city  had  been  visited  by 
a  disastrous  fire  entailing  a  loss  esti- 
mated at  more  than  $5,000,000.   Never- 
theless, the  spirit  of  the  people  was 
undaunted,  and  the  anniversary  of  the 
secession  of  the  State  was  celebrated 
with  noisy  enthusiasm.* 

On  December  2  the  second  session 
of  the  Thirty-Seventh  (Union)  Con- 
gress convened,  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  25  States  being  pres- 
ent. On  the  next  day  President  Lin- 
coln sent  in  his  annual  message.!  In 
a  few  brief  paragraphs  he  spoke  of 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  efforts  of  the  Confederacy 
to  induce  other  nations  to  side  with 
them  against  the  North.  His  refer- 
ences to  foreign  affairs  differed  from 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.   iii..  pp.  544-5.52. 
t  For    which,    see    Richardson,    Messages    and 
Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  44-58. 


those  in   his  previous   message,   the 
complacent  tone  having  given  way  to 
one  of  sorrow  and  anxiety.     Although 
he  was  as  optimistic  as  possible  under 
the  circumstances,  it  was  evident  that 
he  was  laboring  under  a  great  weight. 
In  his  resume  of  domestic  affairs  he 
spoke  of  the  financial  conditions  in  en- 
couraging terms,  stating  that  the  rev- 
enues were  nearly  $87,000,000  and  the 
expenditures  about  $85,000,000,  thus 
leaving  a  balance  of  $2,000,000.     "  It 
is  gratifying  to  know,"  he  said,  "  that 
the  expenditures  made  necessary  by 
the  rebellion  are  not  beyond  the  re- 
sources of  the  loyal  people   and  to 
believe    that    the     same    patriotism 
which  has  thus  far  sustained  the  gov- 
ernment will  continue  to   sustain  it 
until  peace  and  union  shall  again  bless 
the  land.     *     *     *     It  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  has  proved  equal  to  the  occa- 
sion and  that  the  number  of  troops 
tendered   greatly   exceeds    the    force 
which  Congress  authorized  me  to  call 
into  the  field."      The  reports  of  the 
secretaries  were  submitted.    The  Sec- 
retary of  War  estimated  the  strength 
of  the  army  at  660,971,  citing  this  as 
an  evidence  of  the  wonderful  vigor  of 
our  institutions,  since  this  vast  army 
had  been  procured  without  conscrip- 
tions, levies  or  drafts.     He  discussed 
also  the  question  as  to  what  was  to  be 
done  ■\\'ith  slaves  abandoned  by  their 
masters,  recommending  this  problem 
to  the  earnest  attention  of  Congress. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  reported 
212  available  vessels   of  all   classes, 
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and  52  others  in  process  of  construc- 
tion. The  seamen  in  service  num- 
bered 22,000.  Undoubtedly  the  most 
important  report  was  that  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  During  the 
first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  (Julyl 
to  September  30),  he  stated  that  the 
actual  expenses  of  the  Government 
had  been  $98,239,733.09,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance on  October  1  of  $4,292,776.18. 
Up  to  December  1  he  had  realized 
$197,000,000  from  loans,  of  which 
$100,000,000  had  been  obtained  from 
three-year  bonds  bearing  7.30  per 
cent,  interest,  and  nearly  $46,000,000 
from  the  negotiation  of  $50,000,000 
twenty-year  6  per  cent,  bonds  on  a 
7  per  cent,  basis.  Nearly  $25,000,000 
of  notes  payable  on  demand  without 
interest  had  been  issued,  and  the  bal- 
ance had  been  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
or  by  the  payment  to  creditors  of  6 
per  cent,  notes,  part  of  which  ran  for 
60  days  and  part  for  two  years.  He 
estimated  the  expenditures  for  the  fis- 
cal year  (1861-1862)  at  $543,500,000. 
As  the  ordinary  revenues  would  not 
amount  to  more  than  $40,000,000,  he 
recommended  enough  additional  tax- 
jation  to  provide  an  aggregate  of 
$50,000,000.  The  balance  must  come 
from  loans,  some  of  which  had  been 
negotiated,  but  about  $250,000,000  re- 
mained to  be  provided  for.*  The 
loans  of  which  Chase  spoke,  amount- 
ing to  $146,000,000,  had  been  taken  by 
the  banks  of  New  York,  Boston,  and 
Pliiladelphia.  These  transactions  were 
made  on  a  specie  basis,  involving  the 


*  Rhodes,  rnilcd  State.'',  vol. 


p.  559. 


actual  disbursement  by  the  banks  of 
a  large  amount  of  coin.  On  Decem- 
ber 28,  however,  the  managers  of  the 
New  York  banks  decided  to  sus- 
pend specie  payments,  and  gold  soon 
brought  a  slight  premium.  This  con- 
dition had.  to  be  considered  by  Con- 
gress when  financial  matters  were 
brought  before  it. 

In  January  of  1862  Congress  passed 
a  joint  resolution  declaring  its  pur- 
pose to  raise  at  least  $150,000,000  by 
taxation  and  additional  duties  on  im- 
ports. Accordingly  a  sub-committee 
of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
worked  out  a  tax  bill.  But  as  con- 
siderable time  must  elapse  before 
such  a  bill  could  pass  both  House  and 
Senate  and  receive  the  President's 
signature,  another  sub-committee  was 
appointed,  with  E.  G.  Spaulding  as 
chairman,  to  advise  immediate  means 
for  carrying  on  the  war.  The  prob- 
lem was  to  raise  $100,000,000  to  pre- 
vent the  government  from  stopping 
payment.  Spaulding  planned  to  issue 
$100,000,000  of  non-interest-bearing 
notes  which  would  be  receivable  for 
all  debts  due  the  United  States  and 
legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  public 
and  private  debts,  and  to  make  legal 
tender  also  the  $50,000,000  in  Treas- 
ury notes  authorized  in  July  of  1861. 
There  were  to  be  $500,000,000  of  legal 
tender  notes  which  were  to  be  ex- 
changeable at  par  for  6  per  cent. 
20-year  bonds.  This  plan  in  the  form 
of  a  bill  Avas  reported  to  the  House, 
and  the  debate  began.  Many  denied 
the  power  of  Congress  to  make  Treas- 
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ury  notes  legal  tender.  Justin  S. 
Morrill,  of  Vermont,  asserted  that  the 
cost  of  carrying  on  the  war  would  be 
greatly  increased  by  inflating  the  cur- 
rency, while  Roscoe  Conkling  argued 
that  the  bill  ^vas  of  very  doubtful  con- 
stitutionality, and  that  its  moral  im- 
perfections were  equally  serious,  since 
it  would  "  proclaim  throughout  the 
country  a  saturnalia  of  fraud,  a  car- 
nival for  rogues."*  After  the  intro- 
duction of  the  legal  tender  bill,  the 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston 
bankers  sent  delegates  to  Washington 
to  oppose  its  passage.  On  January 
15  Chase  and  the  delegates  agreed 
upon  a  scheme  for  a  National  banking 
act,  and  a  method  by  which  they  could 
avoid  making  the  Treasury  notes  legal 
tender.  The  plan  of  the  delegates, 
however,  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
majority  of  the  bankers  in  their  home 
cities,  and  as  the  Boston  bankers 
withheld  assent  to  the  proposed 
arrangements.  Secretary  Chase  no 
longer  objected  to  the  legal  tender 
clause.!  Morrill  introduced  the  mi- 
nority report  from  the  Waj's  and 
Means  Committee.  He  proposed  to 
have  $1200,000,000  of  the  $500,000,000 
of  bonds  issued  at  7.30  per  cent,  be- 
sides $100,000,000  of  Treasury  notes 
bearing  interest  at  3.65  per  cent,  pay- 
able in  two  years,  which  notes  should 
be  receivable  for  all  debts  due  the 
United  States  save  duties  on  imports, 

*  See  E.  G.  Spaulding,  History  of  the  Legal 
Tender  Paper  Money  Issued  during  the  Great 
Rebellion,  pp.  18-21. 

t  Ibid,  p.  21  et  seq.;  Warden,  Life  of  Chase, 
p.  406. 


and  should  be  paid  out  for  govern- 
ment supplies  and  salaries,  and  ex- 
changeable at  par  for  the  7.30  bonds, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  made  legal 
tender.  So  the  choice  lay  between 
a  voluntary  loan  from  bond's  and 
from  interest-bearing  Treasury  notes 
which  were  not  legal  tender,  and 
a  forced  loan  without  interest.* 
The  majority  in  the  House  con- 
sidered the  measure  a  Avise,  judi- 
cious, and  excellent  one,  believing 
that,  since  the  Government  could  not 
be  carried  on  without  money,  it  was 
necessary  to  give  it  the  support 
sought  for  in  this  bill ;  accordingly,  on 
February  6,  the  legal  tender  act 
passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  93  to 
59  and  was  then  sent  to  the  Senate. 
Here  the  legal  tender  clause  was  op- 
posed by  Fessenden  and  Collamer,  and 
advocated  by  Sumner  and  Sherman. 
A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the 
legal  tender  clause,  but  this  was  lost 
by  a  vote  of  22  to  17,  w^hereupon  with 
several  amendments  the  bill  passed 
the  Senate,  the  most  important  amend- 
ment being  that  the  $500,000,000  of 
bonds  were  made  5-20 's,  the  interest 
on  which  was  required  to  be  paid  in 
coin  to  be  procured  by  exacting  pay- 
ment of  customs  duties  in  the  same 
currency.  The  bill  passed  the  Senate 
on  February  25  by  a  vote  of  30  to  7, 
and  was  approved  by  President  Lin- 
coln the  same  day.j 
During  the  current  session  an  im- 


*H.  C.  Adams,  Public  Debts,  pp.  144-146. 
t  Rhodes,   United  titates,  vol.   iii.,  pp.  562-572; 
Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p.  11. 
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portant  slavery  question  came  up  for 
discussion.    The  opinion  of  the  North- 
ern public  was  divided,  some  holding 
that  slavery,  being  the  primal  cause  of 
the  war,  ought  to  be  abolished  at  once 
and  forever,  while  the  conservatives 
wished  to  have  the  war  conducted  irre- 
spective of  the  question  of  slavery,  or 
at  least  on  a  non-interference  basis. 
In  the  House  slavery  was  denounced, 
and  movements  were  made  looking  to 
the  immediate  emancipation  of  slaves 
who  had  left  their  masters.     On  De- 
cember 5  a  bill  was  introduced  "  to 
confiscate  the  property  of  rebels,  to 
liberate  their  slaves,  and  employ  or 
colonize  the  same  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,"  which   was    referred   to   the- 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.     On 
December  20  the   Committee   on  the 
Judiciary  -was  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  amending  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 
of  1850.    In  the  Senate,  on  December 
4,    Saulsbury    moved    that    commis- 
sioners  be   named   to   meet   commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  Confederates 
for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  existing 
difficulties  peaceably;  but  this  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table.    The  next  day 
Trumbull  introduced  a  bill  "  for  the 
confiscation  of  the  property  of  rebels, 
and   giving  freedom  to  the   persons 
they  hold  in  slavery,"  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary.   On  March  24  a  bill  was  intro- 
duced in  the   House   by  Arnold,    of 
Illinois,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
render  freedom  National  and  slavery 
sectional.    This  was  taken  up  for  dis- 
cussion on  May  9,  in  the  midst  of  the 


exciting  and  encouraging  news  from 
New  Orleans.     Some  of  the  members, 
like  Cox,  of  Ohio,  groaned  over  ' '  the 
whole    negro    business.      Heaven    is 
sick,"   he   exclaimed,   "  and  earth  is 
M'eary  of  this  danmable  and  danger- 
ous iteration. ' '    The  House  passed  the 
bill  on  May  12  by  a  vote  of  89  to  50, 
and  it  was  soon  passed  by  the  Senate 
by  a  vote  of  28  to  10.  As  finally  passed 
it  was :    "An  act  to  secure  freedom  of 
all  persons  within  the  territory  of  the 
United   States."*     Meanwhile   a  bill 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  had  been  introduced 
in  the  House,  and  after  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  was  re- 
ported favorably,  March  12.     A  bill 
with   the   same   object  had  been  re- 
ported also  in  the  Senate  in  Febru- 
ary.   The  border  slave  States  opposed 
it  vigorously,  and  efforts  were  made 
to  fasten  on  to  the  bill  a  compulsory 
colonizing  of  the  negroes,  but  to  no 
purpose.!      In    spite    of    opposition, 
however,  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  on 
April  3  by  a  vote  of  29  to  14,t  and 
the  House  on  April  11  by  a  vote  of  92 
to  38.    As  thus  adopted,  the  bill  abol- 
ished slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, appropriated  $1,000,000  to  com- 
pensate the  owners  of  slaves,  at  a  rate 


*  Congressional  Globe,  37th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, p.    1340;   App.,  p.  364. 

t  For  Sumner's  "  Resolutions  declaratory  to  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  ajid  "the  ter- 
ritory occupied  by  certain  States  and  now  usurped 
by  pretended  governments  without  constitution- 
ality or  legal  right,"  offered  February  11,  see 
Applefon's  Annual    Cyclopedia,    1S62,   p.    345. 

t  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 
216. 
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not  exceeding  $300  for  each,  and  pro- 
vided means  for  the  vohintary  col- 
onization of  negroes  in  Haiti  or  Li- 
beria.* On  April  16  President  Lin- 
coln sent  a  brief  message  to  Congress, 
approving  the  act  and  asserting  his 
gratification  "  that  the  two  principles 
of  compensation  and  colonization  are 
both  recognized  and  practically  ap- 
plied in  the  act."  He  stated,  however, 
that  there  was  no  provision  for 
minors,  femes  covertc,  insane,  or  ab- 
sent persons,  and  presuming  this 
omission  was  a  mere  oversight,  rec- 
ommended that  it  be  supplied  by  a 
supplementary  act.t  Action  was 
speedily  taken  for  the  negroes  thus 
freed.  Primary  schools  were  organ- 
ized as  soon  as  possible,  and  every- 
thing was  done  on  a  liberal  scale  to 
secure  for  the  blacks  the  privileges 
which  they  had  long  enjoyed  in  the 
free  States. J 

Meanwhile  President  Lincoln  had 
taken  a  step  far  beyond  either  of  these 
measures.  For  a  long  time  he  had 
had  under  consideration  a  measure 
establishing  a  system  of  compensated 
abolishment.il  These  schemes  culmi- 
nated in  his  message  of  March  6, 1862, 
when  he  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  that  the  United  States  ought  to  co- 
operate with  any  State  which  may  adopt  gradual 


*  Congressional  (llohe,  37th  Congress,  2d  ses- 
sion, App.,  p.  347. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
73-74. 

t  McPherson,  History  of  the  Rebellion,  pp.  211- 
212. 

II  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
201-208. 


abolishment  of  slavery,  giving  to  each  State 
pecuniary  aid  to  be  used  by  such  state,  in  its 
discretion,  to  compensate  for  the  inconveniences, 
pulilic  or  private,  produced  by  such  change  of 
system."  * 

Lincoln  reinforced  this  recom- 
mendation by  argument  in  his  mes- 
sage, and  added  some  cogent  reasons 
in  private  letters  to  influential  per- 
sons. To  Senator  McDougall  he 
wrote  that  less  than  one  half  day's 
cost  of  the  w^ar  w^ould  pay  for  the 
slaves  in  Delaware,  at  $100  per  head. 
Again,  computing  the  number  of 
slaves'  in  Delaware,  IMaryland,  Ken- 
tucky, Missouri,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  at  432,622,  he  figured  the 
cost  of  the  slaves  in  these  States  to  be 
$173,048,800.  This  sum,  enormous  as 
it  was,  would  be  less  than  the  cost  of 
87  days  of  war,  w^hich  Lincoln  esti- 
mated would  come  to  $174,000,000;  so 
he  had  no  doubt  that  his  scheme  of 
compensated  emancipation  would  be 
an  immense  saving  to  the  country. 
He  recommended,  if  his  plan  should 
be  adopted,  that  the  sum  to  be  paid 
to  each  State  by  the  United  States  be 
ascertained  by  taking  the  number  of 
slaves  in  the  State,  according  to  the 
census  of  1860,  and  multipl}^ng  that 
number  by  $400  (the  estimated  aver- 
age value  of  slaves),  this  sum  to  be 
paid  by  the  United  States  in  20  equal 
annual  instalments  in  6  per  cent, 
bonds  of  the  United  States. t  The 
President    discussed   this    plan   with 


*  Ricliardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
68-69;  Congressional  Globe,  37th  Congress,  2d 
session,  p.   1102. 

t  See  the  letter  in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  210-211. 
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Congressmen  from  the  border  slave 
States  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  West 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
urging  them  to  support  the  measure.* 
On  the  same  day  on  which  this  inter- 
view was  held,  Roscoe  Conkling  in- 
troduced into  the  House  the  joint  res- 
olution recommended  by  the  President 
in  his  message  of  the  6th,  and  debate 
on  the  subject  began.  Moderate  Re- 
publicans generally  supported  the  res- 
olution, and  even  pronounced  anti- 
slavery  men  expressed  a  willingness 
to  favor  the  plan  if  the  loyal  slave 
States  would  consent  to  relinquish 
their  portion  of  the  disturbing  and 
dangerous  evil.  Despite  the  opposi- 
tion of  a  few  border  slave  State  Re- 
publicans and  some  persistent  Demo- 
crats from  the  free  States,  the  resolu- 
tion was  passed  on  March  11  in  the 
House  by  a  vote  of  89  to  31,  and  in  the 
Senate  on  April  2  by  a  vote  of  32  to  10, 
receiving  the  President's  signature 
on  April  10,  1862. t 

In  his  annual  report,  Secretary  of 
War  Cameron  had  suggested  that  the 
slaves  should  be  armed,  and  when  em- 
ployed as  soldiers  should  be  freed. 
Without  submitting  this  report  to 
Lincoln,  Cameron  sent  the  pi'inted 
copies  to  the  postmasters  of  the  chief 
cities  with  instructions  to  hand  them 
to  the  press  as  soon  as  the  President's 
message  should  be  read  in  Congress.  J 

*McPherson,  History  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  210 
et  seq.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, pp.  211-213. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 
214;  Rhodes,  United  Stntes,  vol.  iii..  p.  S3r>. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 
125. 


When  Lincoln  ascertained  this,  he  in-     \ 
sisted  that  the  copies  sent  out  be  re- 
called by  telegraph,  and  that  the  re- 
port be  modified  according  to  his  own 
policy  in  regard  to  slavery.*  One  por- 
tion of  Cameron's  report  was  astound- 
ing —  that    relating    to    "  the    eco- 
nomical administration  of  affairs  dis- 
played by   the   various   branches   of 
the  service."    On  the  whole  the  man- 
agement of  the  War  Department  had 
been  efficient  and  honest,  but  in  many 
cases  large  contracts  had  been  given 
to  Cameron's  political  followers  and 
henchmen  as  rewards  for  past  serv- 
ices.    Probably  none   of  the  money 
filched  from  the  public  treasury  by  ex- 
orbitant prices  and  commissions  and 
the  delivery  of  unfair  goods  found  its 
way  into  Cameron's  pocket,  yet  there 
is  much  evidence  leading  one  to  sup- 
pose that  he  was  at  least  cognizant  of 
crooked       and      corrupt      practices. 
Charges  of  corruption  and  incompe- 
tency  were    numerous.      Writing    to 
Fessenden     Senator     Grimes     says: 
"  The  truth  is  we  are  going  to  de- 
struction as  fast  as  imbecility,  cor- 
ruption, and  the  wheels  of  time  can 
carry  us,"  and  he  refers  also  to  "  the 
flood  of  corruption  that  is  sweeping 
over    the    land    and    perverting    the 
moral  sense  of  the  people.    The  army 
is  in  most  inextricable  confusion  and 
is    every    day    becoming    worse    and 
worse,  "t      Writing    to    Cameron   on 
November  27,  1861,  Chase  says: 


*  Ibid,  vol.  v.,  pp.   126-127.     See   also  Rhodes, 
United  Htates,   vol.  Hi.,  p.  573. 
f  Salter,  Life   of   Grimes,   p.   1 56. 
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"  I  feel  tliat  I  must  decline  to  submit  estab- 
lishments based  upon  mere  conjecture,  the  aggre- 
gate of  which  will  in  the  absence,  comparatively, 
of  results,  carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  entire  want  of  system  in  the  man- 
agement of  our  military  affairs.  •  *  *  The 
want  of  success  of  our  armies,  and  the  ditficul- 
ties  of  our  financial  operations,  have  not  been  in 
consequence  of  a  want  or  excess  of  men,  but 
for  want  of  systematic  administration.  If  the 
lack  of  economy,  and  the  absence  of  account- 
ability, are  allowed  to  prevail  in  the  future  as  in 
the  past,  bankruptcy,  and  the  success  of  the  re- 
bellion, will  be  necessary  consequences.  *  *  * 
I  liave  hiTetofore  objected,  and  do  now  object, 
to  rendering  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
liable  for  one  thousand  million  of  dollars  in  ad- 
dition to  already  outstanding  debt,  when  by 
proper  system  and  proper  economy  the  same  re- 
sults can  be  obtained  by  the  expenditure  of  half 
the  sum."  * 

Nesmith,  of  Oregon,  and  Hale  de- 
clared that  high  officials  had  been 
guilty  of  corruption,  while  Powell,  of 
Connecticut,  said: 

"  If  the  statements  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  other  House 
on  government  contracts  are  true,  the  head  of 
the  War  Department  and  the  head  of  the  Navy 
Department  must  be  written  down  in  public 
opinion  as  possessed  of  a  very  great  degree  of 
stupidity  or  knavery.  From  one  or  the  other 
they  cannot  escape."t 

While  there  were  many  to  censure 
Cameron,  Welles  seems  to  have  pos- 
sessed the  unbounded  confidence  of 
the  majority.  Accordingly,  the  House 
refused  to  censure  Welles,  by  a  vote 
of  72  to  45,  but  censured  Cameron 
by  the  vote  79  to  45.1  Meanwhile 
Cameron  had  signified  his  weariness 
of  the  onerous  labors  of  the  Wa,r  De- 
partment, and  hinted  to  the  President 
that  he  would  prefer  a  foreign  mis- 
sion.    Nothing  was  said  for  several 

*(Schuckers,  Life  of  Chase,  p.  280. 
^Congressional    Globe,    37th    Congress,   2d   ses- 
sion, pp.  203,  207. 

t  Congressional  Globe,  p.  1888. 


weeks,  but  on  January  11,  1862, 
Lincoln  sent  Cameron  a  curt  dismis- 
sal, and  nominated  him  as  minister 
to  Russia.*  There  was  little  op- 
position to  Cameron's  appointment, 
as  many  were  inclined  to  defend  him. 
On  December  25,  1861,  Chase  wrote 
to  Murat  Halstead: 

"You  are  unjust  to  Cameron  *  *  *  .  I 
have  seen  him  closely  as  most  men  here,  and  I 
am  sure  he  has  acted  honorably  and  faithfully 
and  patriotically.  •  *  *  He  challenges  in- 
vestigation of  all  his  transactions  on  the  score 
of  corruption,  and  may  do  so,  I  believe,  with 
entire  safety."  t 

Furthermore,    as    Sumner    moved 
Cameron's  confirmation  without  the 
customary  reference,  it  is  obvious  that 
he  did  not  believe  the  charges  against 
liim.t    The  President  appointed  Edwin 
M.  Stanton  Secretary  of  War  in  Cam- 
eron's place.     The  api^ointment  was 
acceptable  to  Seward  and  Chase,  to 
Congress,  and  to  the  country,  for  he 
had  the   confidence   of   all.     He  im- 
mediately took  hold  of  the  War  De- 
partment   with    an    iron    hand;    he 
centered  the  telegraph  in  his  depart- 
ment, so  that  the  publication  of  mili- 
tary  news   could   be   supervised,   ex- 
panded his  military  bureaus,  and  in 
every  way  labored  to  bring  his  depart- 
ment up  to  a  standard  of  efficiency 
that  it  had  not  before  known,  with 
what  success  we   shall   see.     Before 
giving    further    details    of    military 
operations,  however,  let  us  glance  at 
the  financial  operations  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  two  governments. 

*  Nicolay   and   Hay,   Life   of   Lincoln,   vol.   v., 
p.  128. 

fSchuckers,  Life  of  Chase,  p.  281. 

t  DeForest,  Life  of  Sumner,  vol.  iv.,  p.  63. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

1861-1865. 

CONFEDERATE     FINANCES.* 

The  chief  fiscal  problem  of  the  Confederacy  —  Solution  sought  in  issues  of  bonds  —  InefEcacy  of  the  funding 
act  of  1SG3  —  Other  impotent  acts  —  Farmers'  fear  of  government  notes  —  Cotton  the  means  of  floating  a 
foreign  loan  —  Defective  taxation  and  lax  methods  of  collection  —  The  note-issue  policy  —  The  great  amount 
of  outstanding  treasury  notes  —  Temporary  resort  to  barter  — ■  Precariousness  of  the  Confederate  army  — 
Fiscal  policy  not  responsible  for  failure  of  the  war. 


The  great  fiscal  problem  Ijefore  the 
Confederate  government  during  the 
brief  course  of  its  existence  was  to 
secure  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on  the 
war  with  the  Union.  No  sooner  had 
war  been  declared  than  large  quan- 
tities of  money  and  valuable  articles 
convertible  into  money  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Confederacy  by 
Southern  sympathizers,  who,  feeling 
that  their  entire  hopes  of  future  pros- 
perity rested  on  the  success  of  seces- 
sion, were  willing  to  contribute  to  the 
limit  of  their  resources  to  further  the 
cause.  In  addition  to  the  funds  thus 
secured,  something  over  $1,000,000 
was  realized  through  the  seizure  of 
funds  at  United  States  custom  houses 
and  mints  situated  in  the  South.  But 
such  sources  of  revenue,  welcome  as 
they  were,  could  not  last  long,  and 
every  day  the  need  of  money  became 
more  urgent. 


*  As  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Confederacy 
throughout  the  War  were  not  so  extensive  as  those 
of  the  North,  it  has  seemed  best  that  the  entire 
story  be  told  in  one  chapter  as  conducive  to  a 
clearer  comprehension,  rather  than  to  scatter  the 
various  items  here  and  there  in  chronological 
order. 


Accordingly,  on  February  28,  1861, 
the  Confederate  government  author- 
ized a  $15,000,000  issue  of  bonds,  run- 
ning for  ten  years  and  bearing  interest 
at  8  per  cent.  These  bonds  were 
quickly  taken  up,  the  specie  held  by 
Southern  banks  being  generally  trans- 
ferred to  the  Confederate  treasury  in 
exchange  for  them.  The  govenmient 
lost  no  time  in  sending  the  specie 
abroad  for  the  purchase  of  ships  and 
war  supplies,  of  which  they  then  stood 
in  desperate  need.  A  small  export 
tax  was  levied  on  cotton,  and  it  was 
from  the  proceeds  of  this  that  the 
government  expected  to  meet  the  in- 
terest on  the  bond  issue.  This  first 
loan  was  the  forerunner  of  a  long 
series,  no  less  than  $150,000,000  being 
borrowed  during  1861  alone.  None 
of  these  issues,  however,  proved  as 
successful  as  the  first.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  medium  of  redemption  save 
treasury  notes;  these  therefore  sank 
in  value  wdth  the  changing  scale  of  the 
paper  currency,  which,  influenced  by 
the  shifting  fortunes  of  war,  was  ex- 
tremely unstable  during  this  whole 
period.       Of    the    government's    two 
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forms  of  promises  to  pay,  the  notes 
were  decidedly  the  more  popular, 
representing  as  they  did  purchasing 
power  as  contrasted  with  decidedly 
uncertain  investment. 

Such  an  attitude  naturally  tended  to 
embarrass  the  government  and  legis- 
lation was  consequently  framed  with 
a  view  to  making  the  purchase  of  the 
bonds  more  attractive.  Through  a 
provision  in  the  Confederate  loan  act 
of  May  16,  1861,  inducements  were 
held  out  to  note-holders  to  exchange 
their  notes  for  Confederate  govern- 
ment bonds.  These  inducements  did 
not  prove  particularly  effective,  even 
though  they  were  renewed  in  the  sub- 
sequent acts  of  August  19,  1861,  and 
April  12,  1862.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  C.  G.  Memminger,  of  South 
Carolina,  mild  compulsion  was  then 
resorted  to  (through  a  provision  in 
the  act  of  October  13,  1862)  whereby 
all  notes  not  "  funded  "  in  8  per  cent. 
bonds  within  six  months  of  the  time  of 
enactment  were,  after  that  date,  ren- 
dered transferable  only  for  7  per  cent, 
bonds.  For  a  time  this  relieved  the 
situation  somewhat,  but  the  general 
distrust  of  the  bonds  always  operated 
against  their  successful  placement. 
As  the  war  progressed,  it  became 
more  and  more  apparent  that  drastic 
measures  would  have  to  be  resorted 
to  if  the  Confederate  army  was  to  re- 
ceive the  financial  support  it  required. 
The  funding  act  of  March  23,  1863, 
provided  that  if  notes  were  not 
funded  within  four  months  the  privi- 


lege would  be  lost  by  forfeit.  This 
was  the  means  of  liaving  about  $100,- 
000,000  in  notes  converted  into  bonds. 
But  the  aid  was  only  temporary,  for 
the  places  of  the  old  notes  were 
almost  immediately  taken  by  the  new 
issues  which  became  necessary  in 
order  to  keep  up  a  semblance  of  financ- 
ing the  war.  A  law  of  February  17, 
1864,  attempted  to  deal  with  the  later 
issues  of  notes  by  providing  that  those 
still  outstanding  should  be  funded  in 
bonds  before  a  specified  date,  follow- 
ing which  all  those  still  remaining  in 
circulation  should  be  taxed  out  of  ex- 
istence. This  law  proved  as  ineffect- 
ive as  were  its  protot\T)es  of  the 
French  and  American  Revolutions, 
and  marked  the  beginning  of  the  end 
of  the  finances  of  the  Confederacy 
which  then  steadily  and  rapidly  disin- 
tegrated. Early  in  the  summer  of  1864 
a  new  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
appointed  in  the  person  of  Gr.  A.  Tren- 
holm,  of  South  Carolina.  By  that 
time,  however,  affairs  were  in  such  a 
state  that  it  cannot  be  held  as  e\a- 
dence  of  unfitness  against  the  new 
officer  that  he  did  not  possess  suffi- 
cient ability  to  turn  a  tide  which  was 
irresistible. 

In  the  entire  annals  of  finance  there 
is  hardly  a  more  discouraging  story 
than  the  fiscal  history  of  the  Con- 
federacy. Even  when  the  bonds  were 
sold,  payment  was  made  in  the  notes 
of  the  same  government  —  which 
were  depreciating  in  value  all  the 
while  and  with  which  it  consequently 
became  more  and  more  difficult  to  pur- 
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chase  supplies.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  obviate  this  in  the  act  of  May  of 
1861,  by  the  authorization  of  a  series 
of  produce  loans.  The  object  of  these 
was  to  do  away  altogether  with  the 
necessit}^  of  getting  in  the  notes  and 
then  promptly  expending  them  for 
supplies  at  exorbitant  rates.  Instead, 
it  was  proposed  to  exchange  bonds 
directly  for  the  needed  connnodities. 

This  measure,  like  most  of  the  fiscal 
legislation  of  the  Confederacy,  did 
not,  however,  work  out  according  to 
expectations.  Farmers  having  really 
desirable  supplies  were  loath  to  part 
with  them  for  such  flimsy  security 
when  they  could  command  the  high 
rates  of  war  times  and  be  sure  of 
getting  them  in  money.  Perhaps  the 
only  commodity  which  the  government 
secured  in  any  considerable  quantity 
by  this  means  was  cotton,  for  the 
cotton  planters  had  been  cut  off  from 
their  regular  markets  by  the  Federal 
blockade  and  welcomed  all  openings 
that  promised  any  return,  however 
small.  The  Confederate  government 
thus  came  into  possession  of  large 
quantities  of  cotton,  as  well  as  some 
tobacco;  but,  as  neither  of  these  could 
be  used  by  the  army  to  great  advan- 
tage, they  remained  idle  during  practi- 
cally the  whole  war,  deteriorating 
rapidly  through  exposure  to  the  ele- 
ments or  the  destructive  concomitants 
of  campaigns. 

Finally  in  1863  a  portion  of  the 
cotton  supply  on  hand  was  ingeniously 
utilized  in  floating  a  foreign  loan. 
Bonds  amounting  to  $15,000,000  were 


l)laced  in  Europe,  with  the  stipulation 
that  the  principal  be  met  in  cotton 
from  the  government's  supply  at  6 
pence  per  pound,  a  rate  not  only  far 
lower  than  the  prevailing  one  at  that 
time,  but  presumably  lower  than 
cotton  was  likely  to  go  for  many  years. 
Hopes  mounted  high  in  the  Con- 
federacy when  this  piece  of  fiscal 
strategy  was  consunnnated,  but,  un- 
fortunately, a  large  portion  of  the 
funds  secured  by  this  scheme  was 
lost  through  mismanagement.  Those 
who  took  up  the  bonds  fared  no  better, 
since  these,  in  common  with  all  the 
other  obligations  of  the  ill-starred  Con- 
federacy, were  wiped  out  by  the  out- 
come of  the  war,  while  the  hypothe- 
cated cotton  never  became  available. 
The  only  persons  to  receive  any  par- 
ticular benefit  from  the  entire  trans- 
action Avere  certain  foreign  ship- 
builders and  merchants  whose  ser- 
vices the  Confederacy  employed. 

The  tax  system  of  the  Confederacy 
was  very  weak  at  all  times,  while  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  the  necessary 
data  delayed  its  imposition  at  the 
outset.  On  August  19,  1861,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  was  author- 
ized to  levy  an  income  tax  of  i^  of 
1  per  cent.,  the  amount  to  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  various  States. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  any  organized 
collecting  machinery,  the  assessment 
and  levy  went  forward  very  slowdy, 
and  it  was  not  before  June  of  1862 
that  any  receipts  whatever  were 
realized  from  this  source.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  even  when  returns  did  begin 
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to  come  in  tlicy  could  really  be  re- 
garded only  in  the  light  of  a  disguised 
note-issue,  for,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
amounts  apportioned  were  assumed 
by  the  States  themselves  and  tlien 
met  with  an  issue  of  State  treasury 
notes.  From  June  of  1862  to  June  of 
1863,  inclusive,  about  $18,000,000  was 
collected  in  this  way. 

Beginning  with  April  24,  1863,  a 
series  of  acts  which  did  not  terminate 
before  1865  imposed  a  long  list  of 
heavy  taxes,  but  the  administration  of 
these  was  so  lax  that  the  resulting 
revenue  was  almost  negligible.  The 
State  and  municipal  taxes  levied,  like- 
wise played  a  comparatively  insignifi- 
cant part  in  the  general  financial 
scheme.  From  the  outset  reliance  was 
placed  almost  entirely  upon  note 
issues  and  bonds,  and  how  the  latter 
failed  we  have  already  seen. 

The  note-issue  policy  of  the  Con- 
federate government  amounted  to  an 
exchange  of  the  services  and  goods  of 
the  people  for  the  government's 
promises  to  pay  —  at  first  at  a  definite 
time  with  interest,  later  at  an  in- 
definite time  and  wdthout  interest  — 
the  notes  which  took  the  place  of  coin 
and  other  forms  of  currency.  The 
first  issue  of  treasury  notes,  which 
came  on  March  4,  1861,  was  for  only 
$1,000,000,  interest-bearing,  and  fall- 
ing due  in  one  year.  The  $1,000,000 
was  doubled  before  the  issue  fell  due, 
though  the  smallest  permissible  de- 
nomination remained  at  $50.  Within 
a  few  months  of  this  issue,  however, 
pressing   circumstances   made    neces- 


sary the  issue  of  $20,000,000  nou-in- 
terest-bearing  treasury  notes  redeem- 
able in  two  years;  and  under  this  act 
denominations  as  low  as  $5  were  al- 
lowed. 

Five  months  after  the  beginning  of 
hostilities,  the  Confederacy  brought 
out  another  issue  of  such  notes,  this 
time  of  $100,000,000,  to  which  $50,000,- 
000  more  was  added  before  the  close 
of  that  year.  Both  of  these  issues 
were  made  redeemable  six  months 
after  the  ratification  of  peace.  Toward 
the  close  of  1861  interest-bearing  call- 
certificates  also  made  their  appear- 
ance. More  issues  followed  in  April 
of  1862,  the  most  notable  among  these 
being  one  of  $100,000,000  bearing  an 
annual  interest  of  7.3  per  cent.  Here 
the  underlying  principle  was  that  the 
inducement  of  interest  would  cause  in- 
vestment and  consequently  keep  the 
notes  out  of  circulation  —  the  problem 
which  the  Confederacy  was  constantly 
struggling  to  solve  from  the  outset. 
Once  again,  however,  the  hopes  of  the 
administration  were  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment, for,  instead  of  decreasing 
it,  the  new  issue  actually  increased 
the  volume  of  currency  in  circulation. 

All  the  while  a  growing  demand  for 
notes  of  small  denominations  was 
making  itself  felt.  The  answer  to 
tliis  came  in  April  of  1862,  in  the 
form  of  an  issue  of  $1  and  $2  notes 
aggregating  $5,000,000.  Later  this 
amount  was  doubled,  and  in  1863  an 
issue  of  fractional  currency  was 
added.  An  act  passed  in  September 
of  1862  removing  all  limits  on  note 
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issues  was  followed  by  the  funding 
acts  of  1863  and  1864,  aiming  to  reduce 
the  excessive  issues  which  had  pre- 
viously prevailed.  These  two  meas- 
ures defeated  their  own  ends,  how- 
ever, by  authorizing  new  typos  of  is- 
sues, and  the  result  was  that  tlie 
notes  in  general  circulation  went  on 
increasing  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Another  provision  of  the  funding  act 
of  1864,  which  operated  toward  the 
same  end,  was  that  postponing  the 
time  of  redemption  of  notes  nntil  two 
years  after  the  ratification  of  peace. 
Probably  a  more  reckless  paper  money 
policy  has  never  been  followed  by  any 
government.  As  a  result  the  face 
value  of  outstanding  treasury  notes, 
which  in  July  of  1861  was  only  $1,000,- 
000,  had  increased  to  $1,000,000,000  by 
the  end  of  the  war. 

The  redundancy  of  the  currency, 
coupled  with  the  growing  doubt  — 
bred  of  the  progress  of  the  war  —  as 
to  the  government's  ability  ever  to 
redeem  any  of  its  notes,  led  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  latter  almost  as 
quickly  as  they  were  issued.  When 
hostilities  were  begun  gold  was  at  a 
premium,  and  it  soared  higher  and 
higher  as  the  war  continued.  In  Sep- 
tember of  1862  one  gold  dollar  was 
equal  to  two  paper  ones ;  in  December 
of  1863,  to  twenty  paper  ones;  and 
early  in  1865  to  sixty  paper  ones.  This 
unbroken  depreciation  of  paper  led 
to  the  suggestion  that  the  acceptance 
of  notes  at  their  face  value  be  made 
obligatory.  In  the  North  this  policy 
\vas  put  into  practice,  but  the  strict 


constructionist  principles  of  the  Con- 
federate statesmen  prevented  the 
passage  of  any  such  legal-tender 
measures.  What  slight  attempts  were 
made  along  this  line  were  indirect  and 
unavailing.  Meanwhile  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency  was  attended  by  a 
proportionate  advance  in  the  cost  of 
all  commodities.  Food  prices  in  the 
depreciated  "money"  reached  un- 
heard-of heights. 

Such  an  alarming  increase  in  the 
price  of  necessities  naturally  brought 
a  cry  for  more  currency.  To  this  the 
banks,  which  almost  at  the  outset  of 
the  war  had  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment, responded  with  huge  issues  of 
bank  notes;  while  State  governments, 
corporations,  and  even  private  indi- 
viduals added  to  the  enormous  volume 
of  circulating  tokens.  It  is  impos- 
sible accurately  to  estimate  the  total 
volume  of  all  forms  of  paper  cur- 
rency circulating  in  the  South  during 
this  period,  but  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  the  aggregate  reached  a 
fabulous  figure.  All  of  this  circula- 
tion did  little  good,  however,  for  the 
reason  that  notes  of  all  sorts  were 
made  redeemable  in  Confederate 
treasury  notes  and  consequently  im- 
luediately  reflected  any  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  the  latter.  The  gen- 
eral complications  were  still  further 
increased  by  the  appearance  of  many 
counterfeits,  so  that  in  some  sections 
of  the  South  currency  of  all  forms 
was  done  away  mth  altogether  and 
business  was  conducted  on  a  basis  of 
barter. 
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Such  conditions  naturall)'  gave  rise 
to  the  wildest  sort  of  speculation. 
Farmers,  wearied  of  receiving  pay- 
ment in  depreciated  paper,  ceased,  to 
a  great  extent,  producing  crops,  nor 
could  the  most  rigid  legislation  alter 
their  resolution.  The  resultant  suffer- 
ing to  the  army  was  incalculable.  For 
the  most  part,  the  Confederate  army 
was  compelled  to  live  on  whatever  it 
could  get  hold  of  in  the  course  of  its 
marches  and  campaigns.  Naturally 
the  final  outcome  of  the  war  annulled 
whatever  slight  value  might  still  at- 
tach to  any  of  the  Confederate  bonds 
or  notes. 

A  great  part  of  the  accumulated 
wealth  of  the   South,   together  with 


much  of  its  industrial  and  commercial 
capital,  was  sacrificed  in  the  course 
of  the  fruitless  struggle  for  secession. 
The  set-back  which  agriculture  re- 
ceived was  also  lamentably  great. 
Despite  the  disaster  which  accom- 
panied it  at  all  points,  however,  the 
currency  policy  of  the  Confederacy 
should  not  be  too  severely  criticised. 
In  principle  it  was  essentially  the 
same  as  that  adopted  by  the  North 
during  the  same  period.  It  was 
the  vastly  greater  resources  of  the 
latter  which  prevented  the  Federal 
Administration  from  resorting  to 
such  extreme  measures  as  the  Con- 
federate government  was  forced  to 
adopt.* 
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—  Russia's  good  services  to  the  Union  cause  —  Other  foreign  relations. 


The  United  States  in  its  most 
dangerous  crisis  was  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing its  foreign  affairs  under  the 
efficient  direction  of  William  H.  Sew- 
ard, whose  optimism  and  eternal  ^'igi- 
lance  held  back  the  foreign  influences 
that  .Avere  so  impatient  to  intervene 
in  the  long  contest.  Persistently  and 
vigorously  declaring  the  right  of  the 
United    States    to    manage    its    own 
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domestic  concerns,  including  that  of 
independent  action  in  suppressing  in- 
surrection within  its  own  borders, 
Seward  just   as  firmly  opposed  the 


•  See  William  Lee,  Tlie  Currency  of  the  Con- 
federate  States  of  America  (1875)  ;  J.  C.  Schwab, 
The  Confederate  States  of  America;  Financial 
and  Industrial  History. 

t  Prepared  for  this  History  by  J.  M.  Callalian. 
Professor  of  History  and  Political  Science, 
University  of  West  Virginia. 
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intervention  of  foreign  powers  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  our  neighboring- 
republics.  His  official  correspondence, 
a  monument  to  his  unwearied  powers 
and  his  varied  ability,  is  a  credit  to 
American  diplomacy,  for  the  amount 
of  work  he  accomplished  is  amazing 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
performed  it  severely  tested  his  ability 
and  patience.  In  the  face  of  despond- 
ing notes  from  our  ministers  abroad 
he  never  despaired  of  the  Republic, 
but  labored  constantly  to  re-inspire 
all  despondent  hearts  with  the  hope 
of  ultimate  success.  The  simple  in- 
scription on  his  tomb  at  Auburn  fit- 
tingly furnishes  the  key  to  his  service 
to  his  country  in  its  darkest  hour: 
"He  was  faithful" 

"The  Union  at  all  hazards"  was 
the  principle  underlj"ing  our  foreign 
policy  during  the  war  and  was  the 
backbone  of  all  of  Seward's  instruc- 
tions to  ministers.  The  chief  duties 
of  diplomatic  agents,  he  insisted,  were 
to  counteract  the  plans  of  the  Con- 
federates and  to  assure  foreign  na- 
tions of  American  determination  and 
ability  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  Union  without  foreign  assistance 
or  interference.  They  were  instructed 
to  urge  the  duty  of  generous  forbear- 
ance and  to  refrain  from  indulgence 
in  expressions  of  harshness  or  even 
impatience  in  regard  to  the  operation 
of  the  Confederates.  Seward's  for- 
eign policy  was  marked  by  patience, 
good  judgment,  and  forbearance.  Of 
necessity,  it  was  largely  a  defensive 
policy  and  its  chief  merit  lay  in  what 


it  prevented,  viz :  the  concerted  action 
of  the  two  leading  powers  of  Europe, 
compelling  them  indefinitely  to  post- 
pone recognition  of  the  Confederacy 
and  to  respect  a  blockade  which, 
though  not  always  complete,  caused 
much  inconvenience  and  even  suffer- 
ing. Its  frank  and  independent  spirit, 
unfaltering  optimism  and  unobtrusive 
firmness  secured  observance  of  the 
laws  of  neutrality  and  conducted  us 
through  many  perils  "  with  no  break 
of  peace  and  no  sacrifice  of  the  honor 
or  dignity  of  the  country."  It  ex- 
liibits  a  record  of  broad  statesman- 
ship of  which  America  may  well  be 
proud. 

One  of  the  earliest  problems  of 
the  new  Administration  Avas  to  fill 
the  European  missions  with  loyal 
and  trustworthy  representatives  who 
might  be  able  to  undo  the  irrejDarable 
injury  inflicted  upon  the  Union  by 
unfaithful  or  indifferent  ministers. 
While  partisans  of  the  new  Confed- 
eracy holding  the  conviction  that  cot- 
ton was  king  were  vigorously  urging 
the  claims  of  the  new  government  and 
expecting  material  assistance,  the 
friends  of  the  Union  abroad  were 
lukewarm  and  divided,  and  its  diplo- 
matic and  consular  agents  too  often 
remiss  in  their  duties.  The  Adminis- 
tration was  fortunate,  however,  in  the 
changes  it  brought  about  in  the  most 
important  foreign  capitals.  In  Eng- 
land Charles  Francis  Adams  and  the 
consuls  at  Liverpool  and  London 
proved  invaluable  to  the  Union  by 
their    tireless    vigilance.     They    con- 
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stantly  felt  the  pulse  of  the  Enghsh 
nation  and  promptly  recorded  each 
variation.  In  France  Mr.  Dayton 
performed  his  duties  with  ability  until 
his  death,  and  was  ably  aided  by  con- 
sul John  A.  Bigelow,  who  at  a  critical 
moment  succeeded  to  the  duties  of 
minister.  In  Mexico  Thomas  Corwin 
had  a  strong  hold  on  public  opinion, 
and  other  missions  of  lesser  import- 
ance were  also  well  conducted. 

Seward  found  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  United  States  in  a  serious  con- 
dition.   Declining  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations vnih  commissioners  sent  by 
the  Confederate  government  to  secure 
peaceful  secession,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  dangers  from  abroad.    Be- 
ing familiar   with   the  international 
questions  which  had  arisen  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  for  many  years 
and  fully  alive  to  the  possibilities  and 
dangers  of  European  intervention  in 
American    affairs,    Seward    at    once 
grappled  with  the  serious  problems  of 
international    politics.     On   April    1, 
after  hearing  of  Spanish  movements 
in  the  Dominican  republic  and  in  Cuba 
to  introduce  Spanish  authority  within 
the  territory  of  that  republic  —  and 
possibly   suspecting   that   Louis   Na- 
poleon had  plans  which  might  prove 
a  menace  to  the  American  policy  —  he 
said,  in  submitting  "  some  thoughts 
for  the  President's  consideration  " : 

"  I  would  demand  explanations  from  Spain  and 
France  categorically,  at  once.  I  would  seek  ex- 
planations from  Great  Britain  and  Russia,  and 
send  agents  into  Canada,  Mexico  and  Central 
America  to  arouse  a  vigorous  continental  spirit 
of   independence   on   this   continent   against   Euro- 


pean interTention.  And,  if  satisfactory  explana- 
tions are  not  recei\'ed  from  Spain  and  France,  I 
would  convene  Congress  and  declare  war  against 
them." 

Asking  the  Spanish  minister  for  an 
explanation  of  the  actions  of  the 
Spanish  authorities  of  Cuba,  he  de- 
clared that  if  such  actions  were  sanc- 
tioned by  Spain  the  President  would 
be  obliged  ' '  to  meet  the  further 
prosecution  of  enterprises  of  that 
kind  in  regard  to  either  the  Domini- 
can republic  or  any  other  part  of  the 
American  continent  or  islands  with  -a 
prompt,  persistent  and,  if  possible, 
effective  resistance."  At  the  same 
time,  he  wrote  to  the  ministers  of 
Mexico,  Guatemala,  Salvador,  Nicar- 
agua, Costa  Rica,  Honduras,  and  New- 
Granada  confidentially  enclosing  a 
copy  of  his  note  to  Tassara.  To 
Romero,  the  Mexican  minister,  he 
wrote : 

"  The  President  suggests  that  you  bring  this 
subject  to  the  government  of  Mexico  to  the  end 
that  it  may  adopt  such  measures  in  this  exigency 
as  the  safety  and  the  welfare  of  the  respective 
states  existing  on  the  American  continent,  and 
its  islands,  including  perhaps  Mexico,  shall  seem 
to  require." 

Seward's  earlier  views  of  foreign 
policy  were  soon  modified,  however, 
by  the  difficult  problems  connected 
with  the  struggle  to  save  the  Union, 
which  overshadowed  all  other  ques- 
tions. With  Great  Britain  and 
France,  which  see^ned  to  have  a  secret 
agreement  to  act  together  in  Ameri- 
can affairs,  diplomatic  relations  were 
vitally  important.  Many  feared  that 
England,  opposed  as  she  was  to  the 
American  tariff  policy,  was  not  averse 
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to  the  annihilation  of  her  commercial 
rival  by  a  process  of  division.  The 
Em^Deror  of  France,  with  schemes  of 
conquest  which  included  a  French 
foothold  on  the  American  continent, 
favored  a  movement  which  would 
have  relegated  the  Monroe  Doctrine 
to  innocuous  desuetude.  The  Lincoln 
Administration  felt  that  both  Eng- 
land and  France  (and  also  Spain, 
which  followed  them)  w^ere  hasty  in 
practically  recognizing  the  belliger- 
ency of  the  Confederate  faction  before 
it  had  exhibited  an  armed  vessel  on 
the  ocean  or  achieved  a  single  victory 
save  that  over  the  small  hantlful  of 
men  who  surrendered  Fort  Sumter. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  its  jproclama- 
tion  of  a  blockade  "in  pursuance  of 
the  law  of  nations  "  which  acknowd- 
edged  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war, 
it  contended  that  war  did  not  exist 
in  an  international  sense,  and  that 
foreign  powers  should  take  no  cog- 
nizance of  the  insurgents  on  territory 
over  which  the  United  States  had  not 
relinquished  its  sovereignty.  Claim- 
ing that  the  practical  effect  of  tliis 
hasty  policy  —  apparently  the  first 
step  toward  ultimate  recognition  of 
independence — was  to  encourage  Con- 
federate piratical  depredations  on  the 
high  seas  under  the  name  of  priva- 
teering- and  to  prolong  a  war  in  which 
the  integrity  of  the  American  Union 
was  at  stake,  Seward  continued  to  the 
close  of  the  war  to  press  earnestly 
for  the  withdrawal  of  belligerent 
rights  so  hastily  granted.  The 
subject  was  a  source  of  serious  con- 


tention and  constant  friction,  for 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  strug- 
gle, anticipating  foreign  complica- 
tions from  which  the  Confederates 
would  seek  to  gain  advantage,  Seward 
directed  negotiations  looking  toward 
the  accession  of  the  United  States  to 
the  principles  of  international  law 
against  privateering  to  which  Eng- 
land and  France  had  committed  them- 
selves by  the  convention  of  Paris  in 
1856,  but  he  was  unable  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  either  power  save  on  the 
stipulation  that  such  accession  should 
not  apply  to  the  existing  war  in  Avhich 
the  Confederacy  found  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  privateering. 

Seward's  first  serious  anxiety  as  to 
foreign  relations  was  caused  by  in- 
formation through  Russia  of  the 
resolution  of  the  British  and  French 
governments  to  act  in  concert  on  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  Civil  War.  With 
the  knowledge  that  combined  pres- 
sure might  prevent  the  United  States 
from  regulating  its  own  internal 
affairs,  Seward  notified  the  American 
ministers  in  Europe  that  he  could  not 
recognize  any  combination  or  under- 
standing of  the  powers  on  this  subject 
and  would  insist  on  dealing  with  each 
government  separately. 

Still  feeling,  perhaps,  that  a  foreign 
war  might  prove  a  remedy  for  dis- 
union, he  issued  warnings  in  menacing 
tones  against  recognition  of  the  Con- 
federacy or  receiving  its  agents  even 
for  unofficial  intercourse.  On  April 
10,  though  apprehending  no  actual  or 
permanent     dismemberment     of    the 
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Union,"  he  instructed  Adams  thus  to 
warn  Eualand  of  her  dutv  and  in- 
terest  —  "You  will  in  no  case  listen 
to  any  suggestions  of  compromise  by 
this  government,  under  foreign  aus- 
pices, \vith  its  discontented  citizens," 
and  continued : 

"  If,  as  the  President  does  not  at  all  appre- 
hend, you  should  unhappily  find  her  ]Majest3"'s 
government  tolerating  the  application  of  the  so- 
called  seceding  states,  or  wavering  about  it,  you 
will  not  leave  them  to  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  they  can  grant  that  application  and  remain 
the  friends  of  the  United  States.  You  may  even 
assure  them  promptly  in  that  case  that  if  they 
determine  to  recognize,  tliey  may  at  the  same 
time  prepare  to  enter  into  alliance  with  the 
enemies  of  this  Reimblic.  Vou  alone  will  rep- 
resent your  country  at  London  and  you  will 
represent  the  whole  of  it  there.  When  you  are 
asked  to  divide  that  duty  with  others,  diplo- 
matic relations  between  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  and  this  government  will  be  suspended, 
and  will  remain  so  until  it  shall  be  seen  which 
of  the  two  is  most  strongly  entrenched  in  the 
confidence  of  their  respective  nations  and  of 
mankind.  *  ♦  ♦  Recognition  by  her  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  would  be  interven- 
tion and  war  in  tiiis  country.  Permanent  dis- 
memberment of  tile  American  Union  in  conse- 
quence of  that  intervention  would  be  perpetual 
war  —  civil  war.  The  new  Confederacy  which  in 
that  case  Great  Britain  would  have  aided  into 
existence  must,  like  any  other  new  state,  seek 
to  expand  itself  northward,  westward  and  south- 
ward. What  part  of  this  continent  or  the  ad- 
jacent islands  would  be  expected  to  remain  in 
peace  ?  " 

Again,  on  May  21,  he  wrote : 

"  British  recognition  would  be  British  inter- 
vention, to  create  within  our  territory  a  hostile 
state  by  overthrowing  this  Republic  itself.  *  *  * 
We  see  how,  upon  the  result  of  the  debate  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  a  war  may  ensue  between 
the  United  States  and  one,  two,  or  even  more 
European  nations.  War  in  any  case  is  as  ex- 
ceptional from  the  habits  as  it  is  revolting  from 
the  sentiments  of  the  American  people.  But  if 
it  come  it  will  be  fully  seen  that  it  results  from 
the  action  of  Great  Britain,  not  our  own;  that 
Great    Britain    will    have    decided    to    fraternize 


with  our  domestic  enemy  without  waiting  to  hear 
from  you  our  remonstrances  and  our  warnings, 
or  after  having  heard  them.  War  in  defen.se  of 
national  life  is  not  immoral,  and  war  in  defense 
of  independence  is  an  inevitable  part  of  the  dis- 
cipline of  nations." 

In  the  summer  of  1862,  learning 
that  Eussell  agreed  that  the  time  had 
come  for  a  "  tender  of  good  offices  " 
with  the  view  to  ending  the  war, 
Adams  asked  Seward  for  instructions 
to  guide  his  action  in  such  a  con- 
tingency. Seward's  reply  illustrates 
the  inflexible  dignity  which  won  him 
respect  abroad  and  perhaps  saved  the 
United  States  from  the  embarrass- 
ment of  foreign  mediation  or  in- 
tervention : 

"  If  the  British  government  should  in  any  way 
approach  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  propo- 
sitions which  assume  or  contemplate  an  appeal 
to  the  President  on  the  subject  of  our  internal 
affairs,  wiiether  it  seems  to  imply  a  purpose  to 
dictate,  or  to  mediate,  or  to  advise,  or  even  to 
solicit,  or  to  persuade,  you  will  answer  that  you 
are  forbidden  to  debate,  to  hear  or  in  any  way 
receive,  entertain,  or  transmit,  any  communication 
of  the  kind.  ♦  «  ♦  jf  tjig  British  government, 
either  alone,  or  in  combination  with  any  other 
government,    shall    acknowledge    the    insurgents, 

*  *  *  you  will  immediately  suspend  the  exer- 
cise   of    your    functions.     »     *     *     \\^    approach 

*  *  *  the  danger  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain 
and  other  States  with  a  caution  which  great 
reluctance  has  inspired.  But  I  trust  that  you 
will  also  have  perceived  that  the  crisis  has  not 
appalled  us." 

During  the  long  struggle  there  were 
various  causes  of  complaint  against 
England:  the  shelter  given  to  priva- 
teers in  her  ports;  the  subserviency 
of  a  portion  of  the  British  press  to 
Confederate  interests;  blockade-run- 
ning; the  investment  of  British  capital 
in  Confederate  loans  and  the  sale  of 
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war  supplies  to  the  Confederacy  by 
British  merchants;  the  Confederate 
use  of  British  ports  as  naval  bases 
for  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
"piratical"  vessels;  and  the  clamor 
for  intervention  which,  however,  grew 
fainter  after  the  Union  victories  of 
1863  and  finally  died  away.  The  con- 
troversy resulting  from  the  capture 
of  Mason  and  Slidell  from  the  Steamer 
Trent  in  1862  was  fortunately  ad- 
justed by  Seward  without  prejudice 
or  passion  and  Avith  a  skill  which  won 
a  tribute  of  respect  and  admiration 
for  the  Administration,  produced  a 
temporary  reaction  in  England,  and 
disappointed  the  Confederate  expec- 
tations of  a  war  between  England  and 
the  United  States.  In  another  critical 
controversy  resulting  from  a  decision 
of  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer 
in  the  Alexandra  case  in  1863,  prac- 
tically annulling  the  enlistment  act 
and  protecting  the  equipment  of  hos- 
tile vessels  in  neutral  ports,  the  dan- 
ger of  war  with  the  United  States  Avas 
avoided  by  the  changed  attitude  of  the 
Palmerston  ministry  and  Parliament, 
resulting  from  the  firm  protest  of 
Seward,  together  \\\i\\  the  victories 
of  Gettysburg  and  Vieksburg,  and 
the  perilous  situation  of  European 
politics. 

A  record  of  claims  for  damages  in- 
flicted by  the  Alabama,  Avhich  had 
been  constructed  at  Liverpool,  was 
made  up  and  held  in  reserve  by  Sew- 
ard for  presentation  to  England  at 
an  opportune  moment.  During  the 
latter  half  of  1863,  while  the  Alabama 


was  doing  serious  damage  to 'Ameri- 
can commerce  on  the  high  seas, 
A<lams  began  his  famous  coi'respond- 
ence  with  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
"Alabama  claims,"  which  England 
finally  paid  under  the  Geneva  arbi- 
tration, and  exacted  from  the  British 
government  a  stricter  vigilance  in  the 
detection  and  detention  of  vessels 
built  in  British  ports  under  contracts 
with  Confederate  agents.  Adams' 
quiet  liint  of  another  war  had  its 
effect,  and  henceforth  the*  British 
ship-yards  ceased  to  trouble  the  peace 
of  the  Union.  The  detention  of  two 
ironclads,  designed  by  Bulloch  to 
break  the  blockade  at  Charleston  and 
Wilmington,  was  a  serious  blow  to 
the  Confederacy,  combining  with  the 
victories  of  Grant  and  Meade  to  de- 
press the  Confederate  loan  then  on 
the  market. 

After  the  crisis  of  the  Civil  War  in 
the  summer  of  1863,  when  the  Con- 
federacy was  seen  to  be  disinte- 
grating, the  possibility  of  post-helium 
American  expansion  into  a  disunited 
Canada  was  recognized  in  England, 
for  in  Central  British  America,  along 
the  Eed  River  region,  there  were 
threats  of  annexation  to  the  United 
States.  Eastern  Canadians,  contem- 
plating the  complications  which  might 
.  result  from  foreign  questions  growing 
out  of  the  w^ar,  scented  danger,  and 
suggested  that  England  should  in- 
volve herself  in  war  with  the  United 
States  and  establish  the  neutrality  of 
Canada,  whose  material  interests 
were    largely    dependent    upon    the 
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northern  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  Confederate  seizure  of  the 
steamer  Philo  Parsons  on  Lake  Erie 
in  September  of  1864  and  the  later 
raid  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  by  Con- 
federates from  Canada,  produced  an 
unhealthy  excitement  along  the  north- 
ern border  of  the  United  States  and 
resulted  in  notice  by  the  American 
government  to  terminate  the  reci- 
procity treaty  of  1854.  The  condition 
of  affairs  also  stimulated  Canada  to 
take  steps  toward  confederation  in 
order  to  counteract  the  American 
ambition  for  territorial  acquisition  — 
an  ambition  so  pronounced  as  to 
arouse  much  concern  in  England. 

The  policy  of  France  toward  the 
United  States  was  largely  deter- 
mined by  Napoleon's  policy  in  Mexico. 
The  emperor  offered  mediation  just 
after  he  had  recognized  the  belliger- 
ent rights  of  the  Confederacy,  and 
again  after  Forey's  troops  had  set 
sail  for  Mexico.  Failing  to  impress 
the  courteous  but  unyielding  Seward 
with  his  proposals  for  mediation  as  a 
remedy  for  national  ills,  he  entreated 
that  commissioners  should  be  ap- 
pointed from  the  contending  sections 
to  ascertain  whether  separation  could 
longer  be  avoided.  His  proposition 
was  declined  by  Seward  in  a  letter  so 
remarkable  for  its  dignity  and  cour- 
age and  its  forcible  presentation  of 
our  patriotic  determination  to  main- 
tain the  Union  in  its  integrity  at  any 
cost,  that  no  further  suggestion  of 
mediation  was  ever  made.  Although 
Napoleon's  officiousness  had  been  re- 


buked by  Congress,  he  informed  the 
leaders  of  the  Confederate  sympa- 
thizers in  Parliament  that  he  was 
ready  to  recognize  the  Confederacy 
as  soon  as  England  could  be  induced 
to  take  the  first  step.  In  the  later 
phase  of  the  Mexican  struggle  there 
were  rumors  of  negotiations  between 
the  emperor  and  leading  confederates 
looking  toward  disintegration  of  the 
Union,  a  cession  of  Texas  and  Louisi- 
ana to  France,  and  the  formation  of 
imperial  states  on  the  western  fron- 
tier to  seduce  California  and  New 
Mexico  from  the  Union. 

To  Mexico  and  Central  America 
and  other  Spanish-American  coun- 
tries which  later  invited  the  United 
States  to  defend  them  against  the  de- 
signs of  France  or  other  European 
powers,  Seward  replied  that  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  American  Union,  for 
which  Ms  government  Avas  struggling, 
was  the  best  guarantee  of  the  security 
of  other  American  nations.  For  weak, 
exhausted  Mexico  he  favored  neither 
intervention  nor  peaceable  annex- 
ation; but  in  Older  to  preserve  its 
integrity  unimpaired  by  European  or 
Confederate  aggression,  he  approved 
a  treaty  (which  the  Senate  refused  to 
ratify)  providing  for  an  advance  of 
interest  on  the  Mexican  debt  and  a 
mortgage  on  certain  Mexican  lands  as 
security.  Against  the  later  occupa- 
tion of  Mexico  by  the  French,  whose 
emperor  was  a  master  of  ambiguities 
and  an  adept  in  intrigues,  he  gave  dis- 
creet warnings  which  could  be  quoted 
to   advantage  at  a  more   convenient 
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season  when  the  United  States  might 
be  able  to  take  a  more  active  part  in 
the  Mexican  drama.  The  immediate 
bearing  of  the  new  Franco-Mexican 
empire  upon  the  future  poUtics  of  this 
continent,  and  especially  upon  the 
American  struggle  against  secession, 
became  a  subject  of  much  speculation 
and  concern.  Although  the  wings  of 
Confederate  imiierialistic  ambition 
had  been  clipped  by  the  recovery  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  possible  prepon- 
derance of  the  American  Union  on  the 
continent  would  be  essentially  modi- 
fied by  the  establishment  of  a  Franco- 
Mexican  empire  which,  designed  a^  a 
direct  blow  at  the  Monroe  doctrine, 
might  amalgamate  with  the  weakened 
Confederacy  in  order  to  offset  the 
growing  strength  of  the  United  States 
and  extend  French  dominion  south- 
ward from  Mexico  to  the  gateway  of 
the  isthmus,  there  to  construct  a  canal 
and  lay  tribute  on  the  commerce  of 
the  world.  Although  France  fre- 
quently disclaimed  any  intention  to 
hold  permanently  or  to  colonize  any 
part  of  Mexico,  or  to  interfere  with 
the  right  of  the  Mexicans  to  maintain 
their  own  form  of  government,  the 
United  States  Government  —  Avhile 
appearing  to  rely  on  the  constant  as- 
surances of  France  —  could  not  con- 
ceal her  sensitiveness  to  foreign  in- 
tervention, and  Seward  steadily  urged 
that  the  interests  of  all  concerned  re- 
quired an  early  and  satisfactory  solu- 
tion of  complications  which  might 
lead  to  war  between  France  and  the 
United  States.     Although  after  May 


of  1864  Maximilian  was  engaged  in 
establishing  an  empire  which  seemed 
for  the  moment  successful,  signs  were 
not  wanting,  either  North  or  South, 
that  the  Monroe  Doctrine  would  some 
day  be  invoked  and  vindicated. 

After  England  and  France,  the 
European  power  most  important  in 
the  eyes  of  the  United  States  was 
Russia.  In  that  darkest  hour  of 
American  history,  when  the  integrity 
of  the  Union  (and  consequently  the 
peace  of  the  world)  was  in  danger, 
and  the  powers  of  western  Europe 
seemed  to  regard  that  danger  with 
cold  indifference,  if  not  with  inter- 
ested approval,  when  our  British  kin 
called  us  the  "  dis-United  States," 
and  our  old  ally  France  had  become 
our  worst  enemy  —  the  only  European 
assurance  of  warm  s^inpathy  and 
good  will  was  extended  from  the 
steppes  of  Russia,  whose  minister  at 
Wasliington  had  used  his  efforts  to 
pi"event  secession.  The  continuous 
growth  of  cordiality  between  Russia 
and  the  United  States  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  war  had  a  significance 
which  other  European  powers  did  not 
fail  to  interpret.  In  1861  she  gave 
to  the  Government  at  Washington  the 
first  information  of  the  efforts  of 
Napoleon  to  effect  a  coalition  of  the 
three  great  powers  against  the  United 
States.  In  the  same  year  she  agreed 
to  cooperate  with  the  United  States 
in  establishing  cable  connections  be- 
tween St.  Petersburg  and  San  Fran- 
cisco by  way  of  Behring  Sea ;  and 
later,  impressed  with  the  importance 
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of  American  owniersliip  of  the  west 
coast  of  the  Pacific  in  connection  witli 
the  increasing-  trade  with  the  Far 
East,  expressed  a  behef  that  proper 
efforts  might  result  in  the  purchase 
of  a  larger  foothold  there.  Thus,  while 
the  emperor  of  France  was  proposing 
to  aid  the  Confederates  and  while 
Great  Britain  Avas  failing  to  prevent 
the  building  in  her  waters  of  vessels 
designed  for  the  destruction  of  Ameri- 
can commerce,  Eussia  warmly  in- 
dorsed, in  many  ways,  the  struggle  of 
the  North.  On  October  29,  1862,  for 
instance,  after  the  gloomy  news  of 
defeats  of  Union  forces,  and  when 
France  was  hoping  to  induce  England 
and  Russia  to  join  her  in  proposing 
to  the  United  States  and  Confederate 
authorities  an  armistice  of  six  months, 
Gortchakoff,  on  receiving  through 
Bayard  Taylor  a  letter  from  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  to  the  Czar,  expressed 
much  concern  and  sympathy  regard- 
ing the  desperate  condition  of  the 
Northern  cause.  This  sympathy  took 
a  very  practical  turn  when,  in  the 
summer  of  1863,  Russia  sent  her  fleets 
to  American  waters  as  an  expression 
to  the  world  of  her  sentiments,  and 
discussion  became  rife  as  to  whether 
the  evident  mutual  friendship  of  the 
two  nations  might  not  finally  lead  to 
a  permanent  alliance  between  the  land 
of  absolutism  and  that  of  republi- 
canism. In  August  of  1864  coui*- 
tesies  were  extended  to  Clay  in  St. 
Petersburg  as  a  sequel  of  the  wel- 
come given  to  the  fleet  of  Lessoffsky, 
where     the     toasts      and     speeches 


breathed  a  spirit  of  very  close  at- 
tachment. The  real  character  of  that 
entente  cordiale  has  bsen  a  subject  of 
controversy.  Some  have  thought  that 
the  intimacy  was  a  mere  flirtation, 
kept  up  to  overawe  England.  Others 
believed  that  there  was  some  under- 
standing by  which  Russia  was  to  lend 
active  assistance  to  the  United  States 
in  case  the  latter  should  be  attacked 
by  England  and  France.  It  is  not 
likely  that  such  a  flirtation  or  such  an 
understanding  would  have  been  made 
matter  of  record,  but  the  government 
archives  furnish  some  interesting 
diplomatic  history  bearing  on  this 
subject. 

Relations  wdth  less  important  pow- 
ers cannot  be  considered  within  the 
limits  of  this  article.  The  influence  of 
Spain  and  other  European  states 
which  echoed  the  sentiments  of  the 
governments  of  England  and  I'rance, 
or  of  Switzerland  and  Italy,  whose 
sympathies  were  with  the  United 
States,  was  scarcely  felt.  In  Asia, 
both  China  and  Japan  favored  the 
United  States  and  extended  commer- 
cial facilities  to  American  merchants. 

Among  the  most  important  treaties 
negotiated  between  the  United  States 
and  other  powers  during  the  war  were 
the  following :  one  with  Great  Britain 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
and  for  the  settlement  of  certain 
claims  of  the  Hudson  Bay  and  Puget 
Sound  agricultural  companies ;  one 
with  Mexico  for  extradition  of  crim- 
inals  and  for  postal   facilities;   one 


132 


CONFEDERATE  FOREIGX  RELATIONS. 


with  Bolivia  concerning  navigation; 
one  with  Liberia  to  secure  commercial 
privileges;  one  mth  the  Ottoman 
Empire  for  trade  facilities;  one  with 
Ecuador  and  Peru  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims;  and  some  with  various 
Indian  tribes.  There  were  agree- 
ments with  Belgium  relating  to  import 
duties  and  the  capitalization  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  Scheldt  dues,  and 


the  abolition  of  the  Bruiishausen  dues 
was  also  secured.  Treaties  with  Japan 
pro\aded  for  the  reduction  of  import 
duties  and  the  payment  of  the  Shimo- 
nosiki  indemnities.  There  were  also 
treaties  adjusting  claims  with  Costa 
Rica  and  Colombia,  of  commerce  and 
navigation  with  Venezuela  and  Hon- 
duras and  Haiti,  and  a  consular  con- 
vention with  Denmark.* 


CHAPTER   IX. 

1861-1865. 

CONFEDEEATE   FOREIGN    KELATIONS  DITEING  THE  WAR.  f 

The  first  Confederate  embassy  —  Seward's  refusal  to  receive  it  —  Confederate  eflforts  to  form  an  alliance  with 
Mexico  and  Spain  —  Basis  of  Southern  confidence  —  Recognition  of  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  Confederacy 
by  European  powers  —  Accession  to  the  rules  of  the  Declaration  of  Paris  of  1856  —  Confederate  commissions 
and  their  reception  in  Europe  —  Southern  resentment  of  British  neutrality  —  Napoleon's  readiness  to  help 
raise  the  blockade  —  Attempts  at  a  Franco-Spanish  alliance  —  Foreign  intervention  doomed  by  Lee's 
reverses  —  Last  hopes  of  the  Confederacy  dissolved. 


The  foreign  affairs  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  which  until  the  fall  of 
1861  were  first  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  Robert  Toombs,  of 
Georgia,  and  then  of  R.  M.  T.  Hunter, 
of  Virginia,  were  conducted  during 
the  last  three  and  a  half  years  of  the 
war  by  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  of  Louisi- 
ana, whom  some  one  has  called 
the  "  brains  of  the  Confederacy." 
Through  these  three  secretaries  of 
state.  President  Davis  commissioned 
many  diplomatic,  consular  and  secret 
agents  to  negotiate  treaties  or  to 
further  Confederate  interests.  Cer- 
tainly the  failure  of  the  Confederacy 
M^as  not  due  to  any  backwardness  in 


courting  the  favor  of  foreign  nations. 
In  the  hope  of  securing  a  peaceful  dis- 
ruption of  the  Union,  the  Confederacy 
began  its  outreaching  overtures  by  the 


*  Consult  American  Annual  Cyclopedia,  1861- 
65;  Baker  (ed.),  The  Diplomatic  History  of  the 
War  for  the  Union,  (vol.  v.  of  Works  of  William 
H.  Seward):  Bancroft,  t^eward  (1900);  Bigelow, 
France  and  the  Confederate  yavy  (1888)  and 
Retrospections  of  an  Active  Life  (1910);  Calla- 
han, Diplomatic  History  of  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy ( 1901 )  and  Evolution  of  Setcard's  Mexi- 
can Policy  (1909);  Diplomatic  Correspondence 
of  the  United  States  for  1861-65;  Lothrop.  Wil- 
liam H.  Seward  (1898);  Moore,  International 
Law  Digest;  Montague,  Histarical  Account  of  the 
Neutrality  of  Great  Britain  (1870);  F.  W. 
Seward,  Seward  at  Washington  (1891);  Whar- 
ton, Digest  of  International  Law   (1886). 

t  Prepared  for  this  History  by  J.  M.  Callahan, 
Professor  of  History  and  Political  Science,  Univer- 
sity of  West  Virginal. 
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appointniont  of  a  commission  to 
Washington  on  February  27,  1861, 
"  to  consult  on  tnatters  of  interest  to 
both  nations  "  and  to  conclude 
treaties  of  commerce.  Influenced  by 
the  belief  that  there  would  be  a  strong- 
Northern  sentiment  opposed  to  coer- 
cive measures,  and  expecting  that  the 
United  States  could  be  induced  to 
evacuate  Fort  Sumter,  the  members  of 
this  commission  waited  a  month  at 
Washington  for  a  reply  from  Seward, 
who  finally  (on  April  8)  flatly  refused 
to  receive  them. 

The  attempt  made  at  the  opening 
of  the  war,  when  many  of  the  hold- 
over United  States  consuls  in  Mexico 
were  in  sympathy  with  the  secession 
movement,  to  open  friendly  relations 
with  Mexico  with  a  view  to  securing 
advantages  along  the  southern  border, 
was  equally  disappointing.  Ready  to 
take  advantage  of  the  divided  con- 
dition of  Mexico,  the  newly  organized 
Confederacy  was  willing  to  recognize 
any  and  every  government,  state  or 
national,  and  to  make  treaties  with 
governors  or  with  presidents  to  suit 
the  exigencies  of  the  occasion.  It  en- 
deavored especially  —  though  in  vain 
—  to  induce  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment at  Mexico  to  refuse  to  grant  per- 
mission for  the  transit  of  United 
States  troops  from  Guaymas  to  Ari- 
zona and  "  to  reconsider  its  refusal  to 
entertain  any  proposition  which  might 
seem  to  recognize  the  Confederate 
States  in  any  way  except  as  a  part  of 
the  United  States."  J.  T.  Pickett, 
who  was  commissioned  in  May  of  1861 


to  sound  the  Juarez  government  on 
the  subject  of  au  alliance,  sought  un- 
availingly  to  open  communications. 
For  six  months  he  awaited  at  the 
capital  the  "  golden  opportunity  "  for 
the  Confederate  vStates  to  fulfil  "  a 
portion  of  that  inevitable  destiny  " 
which  impelled  them  to  seek  more  ac- 
quisitions toward  the  south  and  an 
outlet  to  the  Pacific.  Failing  to  open 
negotiations,  he  acted  more  like  a  bully 
than  a  diplomat,  seeming  only  anxious 
to  precipitate  a  crisis  out  of  which 
should  grow  a  "natural"  alliance 
with  Spain  and  the  partition  of 
Mexico. 

The  Confederate  hope  of  success  lay 
largely  in  the  expectation  that  the  de- 
pendence of  Europe  on  the  supply  of 
Southern  cotton  would  compel  either 
early  recognition  of  independence  or 
later  intervention  to  stop  the  war.  No 
serious  consideration  was  gi-'^en  to  the 
possibiUty  of  a  blockade  such  as  be- 
came a  determining  factor  in  the  re- 
sult of  the  contest.  In  England,  finan- 
cial and  business  circles  and  "  so- 
ciety ' '  were  largely  in  sympathy  with 
the  Confederacy,  among  these  sympa- 
thizers being  Carlyle,  Dickens  and  the 
historian  Grote.  The  Confederate 
leaders  boasted  that  within  six  months 
the  distress  and  clisorganization  of 
trade  produced  by  the  cotton  famine 
in  England,  resulting  from  the  block- 
ade of  Southern  ports,  would  precipi- 
tate a  conflict  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  The  trend  was 
certainly  in  that  direction,  for  as  early 
as  April,  1861,  President  Davis  had  in- 
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vited  applications  for  letters  of  mar- 
que and  reprisal  with  the  sole  purpose 
of  attacking  Northern  commerce  on 
the  high  seas;  and  when  Lincoln  re- 
plied with  a  proclamation  of  a 
blockade  of  part  of  the  Southern 
coast,  which  rendered  foreign  vessels 
and  goods  liable  to  confiscation  in 
Southern  ports,  the  belligerent  rights 
of  the  Confederacy  were  recognized 
by  England  (on  May  13)  by  a  procla- 
mation of  neutrality,  which  was  fol- 
lowed a  month  afterward  by  similar 
declarations  from  France,  Spain,  the 
Netherlands  and,  later,  by  other 
powers.  The  British  and  French 
governments,  by  joint  proposal  to  the 
Confederate  government  through  the 
secret  agency  of  Robert  Bunch,  the 
British  consul  at  Charleston,  secured 
Confederate  accession  to  three  rules 
of  the  Declaration  of  Paris  of  1856, 
omitting  the  first  clause,  which  related 
to  privateering.  Although  the  Con- 
federates won  a  distinct  advantage  in 
the  refusal  of  the  chief  European 
powers  to  regard  privateering  as 
piracy,  they  were  greatly  disappointed 
by  England's  refusal  to  allow  either 
belligerents  to  bring  prizes  into  her 
ports.  With  their  own  ports  block- 
aded, they  were  forced  to  destroy 
such  vessels  as  they  captured. 

Even  before  the  beginning  of  hos- 
tilities, the  Confederate  government 
had  appointed  a  commission,  consist- 
ing of  W.  L.  Yancey,  P.  A.  Eost,  and 
A.  Dudley  Mann,  to  go  to  Europe, 
with  instructions  to  endeavor  to  se- 
cure the  recognition  of  the  Confeder- 


acy   as    an   independent    nation.     At 
London  the  commissioners  had  a  pri- 
vate interview  with  Lord  Russell,  to 
whom  they  stated  that  the  tariff  was 
the  principal  cause  of  secession,  but 
received    little    encouragement.     At 
Paris  Eost  w-as  informed  by  a  con- 
fidential   friend    of    Napoleon    that 
recognition    by    both    England    and 
France  was  a  mere  matter  of  time. 
It  was   found,  however,  that  public 
opinion    against    slavery  would   em- 
barrass both  England  and  France  in 
arriving  at  a  conclusion  in  favor  of 
recognition.      Later,     learning     that 
France  could  not  lead  in  a  policy  of 
intervention  or  interference,  the  com- 
missioners ineffectively  presented  to 
Russell    new   written    arguments    in 
favor  of  recognition,  and  stated,  as 
an  inducement  for  recognition,  that 
the  cotton  crop  would  be  delivered  at 
Southern  wharves   and  ports  when- 
ever there  was  a  prospect  of  the  block- 
ade being  raised  —  not  before.  Disap- 
pointed by  the  attitude  of  the  Euro- 
pean   powers    toward    the    blockade, 
Yancey    soon    resigned.     Mann    was 
sent  to  Belgium,  and  Eost  was  ex- 
pected to  go  to  Spain  to  seek  recog- 
nition by  giving  assurance  that  the 
South  no  longer  desired  Cuba  and  by 
representing    that    mutual    interests 
seemed  to  invite  a   Spanish-Confed- 
erate alliance.    Although  Mercier,  the 
French  minister  at  Washington,  con- 
tinued to  advise  intervention  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  the  blockade,  and 
although  Russell  intimated  that  per- 
haps the  time  had  come  to  offer  good 
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offices  for  pacification  as  a  step  to- 
ward intervention  on  a  large  scale, 
Palmerston  was  not  ready  to  act. 

In  the  meantime  J.  M.  Mason  and 
John  SliiTell  had  lieen  appointed  com- 
missioners to  Eng-land  and  France 
respectively,  on  an  errand  similar  to 
that  of  the  Yancey  party.  Delayed 
by  their  capture  from  the  British 
steamer  Trent  by  an  American  vessel 
under  command  of  Captain  Wilkes, 
tlicy  did  not  reach  Europe  until  after 
the  crisis  arising  from  the  Trent 
affair  had  been  passed.  Finally  ar- 
riving at  London,  Mason,  in  an  un- 
official interview  with  Russell,  pressed 
the  claims  of  the  Confederacy  to 
recognition,  protested  against  the  in- 
effective blockade,  and  urged  the  po- 
litical and  commercial  interests  of 
England  in  the  establishment  of  the 
independence  of  the  South  as  a  free- 
trade  nation.  He  declared  that  the 
South  Avould  no  longer  need  to 
threaten  the  peace  of  the  world  by 
annexation  of  contiguous  territory  to 
preserve  her  balance  of  power  against 
the  North.  The  dispatch  reporting 
the  interview  never  succeeded  in  get- 
ting through  the  blockade,  but  sub- 
sequent events  showed  that  Russell 
gave  no  encouragement  to  it.  Several 
months  later,  although  the  Confeder- 
ates had  clearly  been  favored  in  the 
case  of  the  Alabama,  Mason  wrote 
that  the  refusal  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  take  a  decided  position  in 
favor  of  recognition  was  "vex- 
atious." He  attributed  its  dilatori- 
ness    to    the    "  open    mendacity    of 


Seward  ";  and  Benjamin,  contrasting 
Russell 's  ' '  rude  incivility  ' '  Avith  the 
friendliness  of  French  statesmen, 
severely  berated  him  in  correspond- 
ence which  Avas  intercepted  and  pi;b- 
lished.  In  the  spring  of  the  folloAving 
year,  when  Mason,  folloAving  Benja- 
min's instructions,  presented  neAV  in- 
ducements to  secure  communication 
Avith  Europe  and  the  restoration  of 
Southern  commerce,  Russell  merely 
thanked  him  for  the  information  con- 
tained in  his  note  and  seemed  disposed 
to  leaA^e  the  belligerents  to  settle  their 
OAAm  quarrel.  "  With  those  Avillingly 
deaf,"  said  Mason,  "it  is  vain  to 
argue."  The  Confederate  authori- 
ties at  Richmond,  angered  by  their 
failure  to  establish  diplomatic  rela- 
tions Avith  England,  and  by  the  evi- 
dently increasing  care  AA'hich  the 
British  government  exercised  to  pre- 
vent giving  offence  to  SeAvard,  re- 
fused to  recognize  the  old  exec[uators 
of  the  British  consuls  Avho  remained 
in  the  Southern  States  under  the  au- 
thority of  Lord  Lyons  at  W^ashington  ; 
and  President  DaA'is  ordered  that  no 
further  communication  should  be 
alloAved  "between  consuls  of  neutral 
nations  in  the  Confederate  states  and 
the  functionaries  of  those  nations  in 
the  United  States." 

Slidell's  interA'ieAvs  at  Paris  proved 
more  encouraging.  Napoleon  an- 
nounced his  readiness  to  cooperate  in 
declaring  the  blockade  ineffective,  and 
said  that  he  had  twice  addressed 
the  British  government  through  the 
French  ambassador  at  London  Avith 
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a  view  towards  taking  steps  to  break 
it,  but  had  received  no  response.  He 
informed  Lindsay,  a  friend  of  the 
Confederacy  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, that  he  was  prepared  promptly 
to  cooperate  with  England  in  send- 
ing a  fleet  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  demand  free  ingress  and 
egress  for  merchant  vessels.  If  he 
had  such  plans,  their  execution  was 
prevented  both  by  the  vigilance  of 
Russell  and  Palmerston  and  by  the 
capture  of  New  Orleans  by  the  Fed- 
eral forces.  In  July  he  listened  en- 
couragingly to  Slidell's  suggestion  of 
a  Franco-Confederate  alliance  and 
the  suggestion  of  the  latter  to  pay 
him  in  cotton  for  vessels  built  in 
France  to  break  the  blockade. 

In  October  of  1862,  as  a  preliminary 
step  in  a  plan  to  break  the  blockade. 
Napoleon  formally  proposed  to  Eng- 
land and  Russia  a  triple  alliance  in  an 
effort  to  secure  a  six  months'  armis- 
tice. Finding  that  Russell  declined  to 
take  any  immediate  action  and  that 
Russia,  keeping  the  promise  made  to 
Bayard  Taylor  earlier  in  the  war,  also 
refused  to  act,  he  made  an  offer  of 
mediation  through  the  French  minis- 
ter at  Washington  two  months  later, 
which  Seward  politely  declined.  Any 
further  efforts  which  Napoleon  may 
have  contemplated  were  doubtless 
conditioned  by  the  problem  of  the 
Mexican  expedition  and  the  compli- 
cations which  resulted  from  the  Polish 
revolt.  In  the  spring  of  1863  Davis 
and  Benjamin,  disclaiming  all  designs 
against  Cuba  and  agreeing  to  guar- 


antee the  island  to  Spain,  hoped  to 
induce  the  government  at  Madrid  to 
take  the  initiative  in  recognition. 
Instructions  to  this  purport  were  sent 
to  Slidell,  who  conferred  with  the 
Spanish  minister  at  Paris  and  planned, 
with  the  concurrence  of  Napoleon,  to 
induce  Spain  to  take  the  initiative  and 
cooperate  with  France  in  breaking  the 
blockade;  but  any  basis  for  hope  in 
this  direction  was  terminated  by  the 
news  of  the  Union  victories  at  Gettys- 
burg and  Vicksburg.  For  the  crisis 
oame  in  the  middle  of  1863,  when  Lee 
was  in  the  heart  of  the  North.  While 
Napoleon  was  holding  friendly  con- 
ferences with  Slidell  and  consenting 
to  the  building  of  a  Confederate  navj' 
in  French  ports,  only  waiting  for  Lee 
to  take  Washington  as  a  suitable  pre- 
liminary to  the  recognition  of  the 
Confederacy,  Roebuck  and  Lindsay, 
having  assured  themselves  that  Na- 
poleon had  proposed  joint  mediation 
to  the  English  government,  made  an 
attempt  at  a  stroke  of  amateur  diplo- 
macy by  having  a  resolution  intro- 
duced in  Parliament  to  force  England 
into  cooperation  with  France  on  a 
policy  of  recognition,  and  precipitated 
a  debate  which  lasted  until  July  13, 
when  the  resolution  Avas  Avithdrawn 
only  a  few  days  before  the  arrival  of 
the  news  of  the  great  Confederate  de- 
feats. If  Lee  had  won  at  Gettysburg, 
if  Vicksburg  had  not  fallen,  and  if  the 
draft  riots  in  New  York  had  not 
failed,  possibly  there  would  have  been 
European  intervention  with  ironclads. 
As  the  residence  of  Mason  in  Lon- 
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don  seemed  "  no  longer  conducive  to 
the  interests  nor  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  Confederacy,"  he  was 
advised  to  withdraw  to  tlie  Continent, 
and  therefore,  early  in  1864,  was  ap- 
pointed commissioner  with  duplicate 
full  powers  addressed  in  blank,  so  tliat 
he  could  take  advantage  of  any  oppor- 
tunity that  might  occur  in  any  Euro- 
pean capital  to  represent  the  Confed- 
eracy. Conferring  alternatively  with 
Slidell  at  Paris  and  with  Southern 
sympathizers  in  the  British  Parlia- 
ment who  were  seeking  to  embarrass 
the  Palmerston  ministry,  he  watched 
the  ebbing  tide  of  the  Confederacy's 
fortunes  and  hoped  against  fate  until 
the  last.  For  the  South  still  trusted 
to  new  expedients  to  win  the  appar- 
ently lost  cause.  Some  yet  indulged 
the  liope  that  foreign  complications  or 
fear  of  a  reunited  American  nation 
would  induce  European  powers  to  in- 
tervene; others  were  willing  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  new  empire  of  Mexico, 
whose  leaders  were  asldng  France  for 
an  emperor;  a  few  favored  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  as  a  means  to  secure 
recognition  of  independence.  As  late 
as  the  spring  of  1864,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar, 
returning  from  a  fruitless  mission  to 
Eussia,  still  believed  that  the  Con- 
federacy was  favored  by  the  majority 
in  the  English  Parliament,  by  Napo- 
leon, by  Austria  and  Spain  and  Italy 
through  the  Pope;  and  that  Mexico, 
under  the  rule  of  Maximilian,  might 
be  secured  as  an  ally. 

After  England's  seizure  of  the^Zea;- 
andra  in  April  of  1863  and  the  subse- 


quent detention  of  other  vessels  in  the  , 
fall  of  that  year,  and  in  view  of  the 
difficulties  attending  the  efforts  to  con- 
struct Confederate  vessels  in  British 
ports,  the  Confederates  had  counted 
on  success  in  obtaining  a  navy  in 
French  ports  under  contracts  made 
in  April  and  July,  mth  Napoleon's 
sanction,  by  Captain  Bulloch  Avitli  M. 
Arman,  a  deputy  of  the  French  legis- 
lative body.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
destination  of  the  ships  should  be  kept 
secret.  When  the  signing  of  the  con- 
tracts was  disclosed  to  Bigelow  and 
Dayton  in  the  fall  of  1863  through 
information  furnished  by  a  clerk  of 
one  of  the  shipbuilders,  Napoleon 
found  it  inconvenient  in  the  face  of 
American  protests  to  continue  his 
sanction  of  the  Confederate  plans. 
Of  the  prospective  navy,  therefore, 
only  one  vessel,  the  Stonewall,  was 
ever  delivered  to  the  Confederate 
agents.  The  failure  of  the  scheme 
was  a  painful  disappointment,  a  blow 
from  an  unexpected  quarter.  Al- 
though there  were  rumors  of  pros- 
pective French  aid  until  the  visions 
of  both  the  Confederacy  and  Napoleon 
vanished  in  the  fall  of  Richmond, 
Da\TS  no  longer  had  any  confidence 
in  the  profuse  professions  of  the  em- 
peror. ' '  We  have  no  friends  abroad, ' ' 
he  said. 

The  last  effort  of  the  Confederacy 
to  secure  foreign  recognition  or  aid 
was  made  on  a  basis  of  emancipation 
and  the  government  seizure  of  cotton 
to  purchase  a  navy.  By  the  close  of 
1864  Davis  and  Benjamin  had  resolved 
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.to  offer  emancipation  for  recognition 
or  intervention  by  England  and 
France,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  con- 
tract wdth  London  and  Paris  syndi- 
cates to  furnish  cotton  to  them  in  pay- 
ment for  funds  necessary  to  procure 
a  navy  with  which  the  blockade  might 
be  broken.  Although  at  that  late 
period  no  policy  could  have  secured 
the  success  of  secession,  Duncan  F. 
Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Benjamin,  was  sent  on  a 
secret  mission  to  England  and  France, 
v/ith  instructions  to  negotiate  on  this 
basis  and  with  power  to  sell  all  the 
cotton  in  the  Confederate  States,  if 
necessarj',  the  proceeds  to  be  invested 
in  vessels  and  war  material.  Through 
Slidell  he  obtained  an  interview  with 
Napoleon,  Avho  asked  to  defer  his 
reply.  On  March  14,  1865,  Mason 
secured  an  interview  with  Palmers- 
ton  at  which  he  learned  that  the  Con- 
federacy could  offer  no  terms  which 
had  any  chance  of  acceptance.  He 
learned  from  Lord  Donnoughmore 
that  it  was  too  late  to  secure  recogni- 
tion by  the  abolition  of  slavery.  At 
the  same  time  Benjamin  received 
through  Seward,  by  way  of  General 


Grant's  lines  around  Richmond,  a 
note  from  Eussell  protesting  against 
the  machinations  of  Confederate 
agents  to  involve  Great  Britain  in 
foreign  compUcations  by  attempting 
to  procure  war  armaments  in  British 
waters.  A  week  later,  while  prepar- 
ing to  escape  from  Richmond,  Benja- 
min diplomatically  dechned  to  receive 
through  the  United  States  authorities 
a  command  from  a  neutral,  and  re- 
turned the  note  of  protest  to  Grant's 
lines.* 


*  Bigclow,  France  and  the  Confederate  'Savy 
(1888)  ;  and  Confederate  Diploinatists  and  Their 
ahirt  of  Ncseus:  a  Chapter  of  Secret  History,  iu 
Century  Magazine  (May,  1891):  British  and 
Foreign  Stale  Papers,  vol.  li. ;  Bulloch,  Secret 
Service  of  the  Confederate  States  in  Europe 
(18S3);  Butler,  Life  of  Judah  P.  Benjamin; 
Callahan,  Anglo-Confederate  Relations  (1898); 
Diplomatic  History  of  the  Southern  Confederacy 
based  on  the  original  manuscript  copies  of  the 
diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  Confederate 
government  (1898);  and  Cuha  and  Internaticmal 
Relations  (1899);  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of 
the  Vnitcd  States  for  1861-65;  Mason,  Public 
Life  and  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  James  M. 
Mason  (1903);  Moore,  Digest  of  International 
Law  (1906)  ;  Parliamentary  Debates  of  1862  and 
1863:  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers  of  the 
Confederacy  (190.5);  Scharf,  History  of  the  Con- 
federate Xavy  (1896);  Southern  Historical  Asso- 
ciation Papers,  vol.  vii.,  passim;  vol.  xiii.,  p.  455 
and  vol.  xiv.,  p.  454. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

1861-1865. 

ECONOMIC   ACTIVITIES   OF   THE   CONFEDEK.\CY   IN   INDUSTEY   AND   TRADE.* 

The  manufacture  of  arms  —  The  establishment  of  iron-furnaces  —  Powder-works  —  Clothing  and  shoe  factories 
—  Cotton  and  woolen  mills  —  Salt-works  —  The  raising  of  food  crops  —  Deterioration  of  railways  —  Opera- 
tions of  the  postoffice  department  —  Foreign  and  domestic  trade  relations. 


B}^  overthrowing  their  existing  sys- 
tem of  industry  and  trade,  the  Civil 
"War  involved  the  Confederate  States 
in  many  difficult  problems.  As  com- 
pared with  the  North,  the  South  had 
made  small  progress  in  manufactures. 
It  had  been  an  agricultural  section, 
sending  its  cotton,  tobacco,  rice  and 
sugar  to  the  North  and  Europe,  and 
receiving  in  return  manufactured 
goods  and  supplies.  The  war  cut  off 
trade  with  the  North,  except  such 
commercial  intercourse  as  went  on 
illicitly,  or,  in  some  instances,  with 
the  connivance  of  the  authorities  on 
both  sides.  As  for  imports  from 
Europe,  they  were  made  precarious 
and  inadequate  by  the  North's  vigor- 
ous blockade  of  the  Southern  coast. 

Arms  and  military  supplies  for  car- 
rjdng  on  the  war  were  a  prime  neces- 
sity of  the  Confederacy.  At  the  be- 
ginning United  States  arsenals  in 
various  parts  of  the  South  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Confederate  soldiers, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms 
was  thus  obtained.  Loans  were  nego- 
tiated and  the  proceeds  used  to  pur- 
chase military  supplies  abroad.  But 
to  make  adequate  preparation  for  war 
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was  a  task  calling  for  the  exertion  of 
all  of  the  industrial  capacity  of  the 
South.  Such  iron  works  and  machine 
shops  as  existed  in  the  South  were 
put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Confederate 
government  and  equipped  and  oper- 
ated as  factories  for  the  production 
of  implements  of  war.  Valuable 
machinery  was  saved  from  the  United 
States  arsenal  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 
put  into  effective  use.  Among  the 
more  important  establishments  manu- 
facturing arms  for  the  Confederate 
government  was  the  Tredegar  Iron 
Works  at  Richmond.  Here  were  made 
heavy  ordnance,  plates  for  ironclads, 
and  shells.  When  the  Gosport  navy 
yard,  near  Norfolk,  was  abandoned  by 
the  Federals  at  the  opening  of  the 
war,  the  attempt  to  destroy  the  United 
States  warship  Merrimac  was  only 
partially  successful.  The  Confeder- 
ates took  possession  of  the  yard,  re- 
constmcted  the  Merrimac,  and  pro- 
tected its  sides  with  plates  made  at  the 
Tredegar  Iron  Works.     Eechristened 


*  Prepared  for  this  History  by  William  H. 
Glasson,  Professor  of  Economics,  Trinity  College, 
Durham,  X.  C,  Joint  Editor  of  the  .youth  Atlantic 
Quarterly. 
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the  Virginia,  the  Confederate  iron- 
clad met  the  Monitor  in  momentous 
conflict. 

Among  the  many  places  at  which 
arms  and  nmnitions  of  war  were  man- 
ufactured, Augusta,  Atlanta,  Colum- 
bus, Fayetteville,  Macon,  Selma,  and 
San  Antonio  deserve  special  mention. 
As  an  illustration  of  the  scale  on 
winch  these  activities  were  carried  on, 
it  is  said  that  at  Selma,  in  Alabama, 
6,000  persons  were  employed  in  the 
military  industries,  and  that  after  the 
war  14  forge  and  furnace  stacks  re- 
mained to  mark  the  site  of  the  arsenal. 

Iron  was  in  great  demand  for  the 
manufacture  of  implements  of  war, 
but,  notwithstanding  the  rich  deposits 
of  tliis  ore  in  the  Southern  States, 
iron  furnaces  were  few  and  of  small 
productive  capacity.  In  1860  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee  were  the  only 
Southern  States  reported  as  produc- 
ing pig  iron,  and  together  their  out- 
put was  but  27,500  tons  out  of  884,000 
tons  for  the  country.  It  was  not  long, 
with  this  scant  production,  before  the 
scarcit}^  of  iron  began  to  be  seriously 
felt.  Existing  furnaces  were  oper- 
ated at  capacity,  and  many  new  ones 
were  established  in  Virginia,  Tennes- 
see, Alabama,  North  Carolina  and 
other  States.  Some  of  the  furnaces 
were  operated  directly  by  officers  of 
the  government's  "  Nitre  and  Mining 
Bureau,"  and  others  Avith  govern- 
mental assistance  ;  where  such  aid  was 
given,  the  government  received  pref- 
erence in  the  sale  of  the  output. 
James   Ford   Rhodes   estimates   that 


the  production  of  iron  in  the  Con- 
federacy after  18^1  may  have  reached 
50,000  tons  per  annum,  wliich  was  not 
only  inadequate  for  war  purposes,  but 
railroads  and  other  iron-consuming 
industries  had  to  go  without  the  needed 
metal.  The  Richmond  Enquirer  re- 
ported that  the  rails  of  the  street  rail- 
road in  Richmond  were  taken  up  to  be 
made  into  armor  for  a  gunboat.  Such 
was  the  scarcity  that  an  association 
of  ladies  was  formed  whose  serious 
purpose  was  to  advertise  an  appeal  all 
through  the  Confederacy  for  broken 
pots  and  pans  with  which  to  build  an 
armored  steamer.  Such  conditions 
account  for  the  fact  that,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  nails,  manufactures  of  iron 
during  the  war  were  confined  to  mili- 
tary articles. 

Gunpowder  was  greatly  needed  at 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  the 
Confederacy  was  practically  destitute 
of  facilities  for  its  manufacture.  A 
number  of  factories  were  soon  estab- 
lished, but  there  was  a  dearth  of  nitre, 
or  saltpetre,  the  princij^al  ingredient 
of  gunpowder.  A  systematic  search 
for  this  was  made,  and  abandoned 
mines  and  deposits  were  re-worked. 
The  government  stimulated  the  indus- 
try by  offering  a  high  price  for  the 
product,  and  in  1862  proposed  to  ad- 
vance half  the  capital  necessary  to 
bring  plants  into  production.  An 
official  Nitre  and  Mining  Bureau, 
referred  to  previously,  had  been 
organized  to  explore  for  saltpetre, 
iron,  lead,  copper,  and  other  needed 
mining     products     and     to     super- 
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vise  tlieir  production.      TMs  bureau 
worked   for  the   government   nitrous 
earths   in  mountain  caves  and  else- 
where.    In  the  summer  of  1862  nearly 
400  men  were  employed  in  16  caves 
with  the  result  that,  by  October,  about 
200,000  pounds  of  saltpetre  had  been 
obtained.      This,   however,  being  in- 
sufficient, an  even  greater  supply  was 
obtained  by  importation  from  Mexico 
and    Europe.      Although    numerous 
small  powder-manufacturing  concerns 
were      established     throughout     the 
South,  tlie  principal  government  fac- 
tories were  located  at  Augusta  and  at 
San    Antonio.      The    Augusta    mills 
liad  the  largest  capacity,  producing 
1,000,000    pounds    a    year.      Nearly 
enough  powder  was  made  in  the  South 
to  supply  the  armies  of  the  Confed- 
eracy.     Associated  with  the  powder 
mills  in  Augusta  was  a  large  factory 
for    the   manufacture    of   percussion 
caps  and  cartridges.*     It  was  planned 
to  centralize  ammunition  making  at 
Macon,  and  extensive  buildings  con- 
structed for  that  purpose  were  nearly 
ready  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Lead  was  also  needed  for  the  manu- 
facture of  bullets.  Much  that  had  been 
otherwise  used  was  secured  and  melted 


*  The  writer  is  indebted  for  much  information 
regarding  the  industries  of  the  South  during  the 
Civil  War  to  The  Confederate  States  of  America 
by  Professor  J.  C.  Schwab,  of  Yale  University. 
Professor  Schwab  has  gathered  m-any  of  his  facts 
from  files  of  Southern  newspapers  and  from  otlier 
sources  not  readily  accessible  to  all  readers  and 
students.  Other  important  assistance  in  the 
study  of  this  subject  is  afforded  in  The  History 
of  the  United  Statra  by  .James  Ford  Rhodes,  vol. 
v.,  chap,  xxviii. 


down.    An  illustration  of  this  is  found 
in  the  case  of  the  patriotic  Charleston 
editor  who  donated  to  the  government 
all  the  lead  pipe  in  his  house.     The 
deposits  in  Wythe  County,  Virginia, 
were  an  important  source  of  supply 
until  the  works  were   destroyed  by 
Union  troops  in  December  of  1864. 
Their    output    was    from    60,000    to 
80,000  pounds  a  month.      Lead  was 
also  obtained  by  working  deposits  in 
Missouri. 

To  maintain  the  armies  of  the  Con- 
federacy in  the  field  involved  the  prob- 
lem  of   supplying  the   soldiers  with 
clothing,  shoes,  and  other  necessary 
personal  and  camp  equipment.     State 
military  authorities  displayed  activity 
in  providing  for  their  own  men.     A 
clothing    factory    was    organized    at 
Raleigh  in  1861  to  equip  the  North 
Carolina  troops.     At  Memphis  during 
1861  about  1,500  men  and  women  were 
employed  in  manufacturing  clothing, 
knapsacks,  and  military  supplies.    The 
Bichmond  Examiner   of   January   2, 
1862,  speaks  of  a  factory  at  Raleigh 
turning  out  daily  about  100  pairs  of 
wooden  shoes.     In  1862  the  Confed- 
erate government  established  a  shoe 
factory  in  Richmond,  the  operatives 
being  soldiers  who  Avere  obliged   to 
work  without  the  aid  of  machinery. 
Later,  another  shoe  factory  was  inau- 
gurated at  Montgomery,  but  the  united 
product  of  the  Richmond  and  Mont- 
gomery factories  Avas  not  more  than 
1,000  pairs  a  day.     Besides  the  above 
mentioned  establishments  and  others 
conducted   by  individual   States   and 
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by  the  Confederate  government,  there 
were  many  private  persons  and  asso- 
ciations that  contributed  articles  to 
supply  the  needs  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
field.  Carpets  were  frequently  given 
to  be  made  into  blankets,  and  ladies 
met  to  use  their  skill  with  the  needle 
in  work  for  the  comfort  of  the  men  in 
the  ranks.  But,  in  supplying  clothing, 
the  South  was  less  successful  than  in 
providing  powder  and  arms,  and  the 
soldiers  often  suffered  from  the  lack 
of  proper  clothes,  especially  of  articles 
made  of  wool. 

Such  cotton  and  woolen  mills  as 
there  were  in  the  South  in  1861  were 
operated  at  full  capacity,  and  a  move- 
ment was  soon  started  to  establish 
new  mills.  Some  of  the  States  offered 
subsidies,  and  the  industry  also  re- 
ceived governmental  aid  by  the  im- 
portation of  textile  machinery  from 
abroad.  Yet  Mr.  Rhodes  considers 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  produc- 
tion of  cotton  cloth  increased  in  the 
South  during  the  war.  The  attempt 
of  the  States  to  develop  this  branch 
of  manufacture  Avas  hampered  by  the 
lack  of  proper  machinery,  by  the  de- 
struction of  mills  by  the  Northern 
armies,  and  by  the  great  profits  which 
attracted  available  capital  into  block- 
ade running. 

The  lack  of  salt  was  early  a  source 
of  anxiety  to  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  Confederacy.  This  was  a 
vital  matter  to  the  army  because  of 
the  importance  of  salt  meat  as  part 
of  the  ration.  In  some  localities  sea 
water  was  evaporated   to  provide  a 


supply.  In  other  places  the  dirt  floors 
of  smoke  houses  were  dug  up  and 
leached  in  order  that  the  salt  with 
which  they  were  impregnated  might 
be  recovered.  State  governments 
adopted  various  plans  to  assist  and 
stimulate  salt  production.  North 
Carolina  established  salt  works  at 
Morehead  City  on  the  coast.  After 
these  were  destroyed  by  the  Union 
troops,  works  were  operated  near 
Wilmington.  The  most  important  salt 
region  v/as  in  the  Holston  Valley  in 
southwestern  Virginia.  Here  the 
State  of  Virginia  engaged  in  the  man- 
i;facture  of  salt,  and  regulations  were 
made  for  the  distribution  of  the  sup- 
ply. At  Saltville,  wells  were  driven 
1200  to  300  feet  for  brine.  The  produc- 
tion for  some  time  during  the  war  was 
2,000  barrels  or  more  per  day.  Though 
the  State  of  Virginia  obtained  the 
greater  part  of  the  supply,  other 
States  established  works  in  the  Salt- 
ville region.  Alabama,  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina  undertook  to  export 
the  needed  commodity,  and  there  was 
considerable  friction  between  these 
States  and  Virginia  over  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  supply.  The  salt  works  in 
this  locality  continued  in  operation 
until  1865.  In  Louisiana  it  is  vari- 
ously estimated  that  from  10,000  to 
30,000  tons  of  salt  were  obtained  from 
the  works  at  Petite  Anse,  in  the  coast 
swamp  region,  before  they  were  taken 
by  the  Union  forces  in  1863.  The 
salt  licks  of  northwestern  Louisiana 
were  a  scene  of  great  activity  during 
the  war,  being  frequented  by  families, 
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companies,  and  representatives  of 
communities  in  quest  of  the  much- 
needed  article.  There  were  also  im- 
portant salt  works  in  Alabama. 

In  all  of  the  industries  which  have 
thus  far  been  discussed  the  Confed- 
erate government  had  a  very  direct 
interest,  for  they  were  necessary  to 
its  military  success;  but  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  .Southern  people  caused 
many  minor  manufacturing  industries 
to  spring  up.  Schwab  mentions  es- 
tablishments for  the  manufacture  of 
paper,  hats,  hosiery,  printers'  ink, 
glass,  matches,  candles,  pottery  and 
many  others.  None  of  these  seems  to 
have  been  of  much  importance. 

The  fundamental  agricultural  in- 
dustry of  the  South  continued,  except 
where  interfered  with  by  military 
operations.  When  the  whites  left 
home  to  join  the  army,  the  negroes 
generally  remained  at  work  on  the 
plantations  so  that,  in  white  districts, 
the  labor  force  was  scarce.  The  crops 
seem,  as  a  rule,  to  have  been  good. 
There  was  a  considerable  tendency  to 
turn  from  the  raising  of  cotton  to  the 
production  of  food  crops,  such  as  corn 
and  wheat.  This  movement  received 
official  encouragement  from  the  Con- 
federate and  State  governments. 
Many  planters,  however,  were  loath 
to  forsake  the  cotton  crop,  desiring 
to  hold  their  cotton  for  speculative 
profits.  The  raising  of  food  crops 
was  unattractive  to  those  who  feared 
that  their  product  would  be  impressed 
for  the  army  at  unremunerative  rates. 
When  good  food  crops  were  raised, 


they  were  often  withheld  from  the 
market.  The  tax  of  one-tenth  of  agri- 
cultural produce  in  kind,  which  was 
inaugurated  in  1863,  aroused  great 
hostility.  Such  conditions,  rather  than 
the  failure  of  the  harvests,  probably 
explain  the  scarcity  of  food  in  the 
army  and  in  the  cities.  Doubtless  de- 
ficient transportation  facilities  also 
played  an  important  part  in  prevent- 
ing the  supply  of  adequate  food  to 
the  army,  when  it  might  have  been 
obtained  if  an  efficient  system  of  rail- 
roads had  been  maintained.  Again 
there  was  considerable  destruction  of 
crops  and  food  products  by  the  North- 
ern armies.  To  keep  up  the  food 
supply,  laws  were  passed  forbidding 
the  distilling  of  grain.  However, 
the  Confederate  government  itself  en- 
gaged in  the  distilling  business  and 
produced  a  great  quantity  of  whiskey. 
The  prompt  transportation  of  sol- 
diers, food,  and  military  supplies  was 
of  vast  importance  to  the  Confederacy, 
but  in  this  respect  the  South  was  at  a 
disadvantage  as  compared  with  the 
North.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
the  Confederacy  had  but  30  per  cent, 
of  the  railroad  mileage  of  the  coun- 
try, and,  as  Southern  territory  came 
under  the  control  of  the  Union  armies, 
this  was  soon  reduced  to  about  20  per 
cent.  The  Southern  railroads  were 
mainly  local  in  character;  there  was 
a  lack  of  extensive  systems,  and  it  was 
early  seen  that  military  necessity  re- 
quired the  completion  of  through  lines. 
The  Confederate  congress  therefore 
made  grants  in  the  form  of  bonds  in 
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aid  of  various  railroads.  To  assist 
tlie  extension  of  tlie  Richmond  and 
Danville  Railroad  southward  to  con- 
nect with  the  North  Carolina  rail- 
roads at  Greensboro,  the  congress 
granted  $1,000,000  in  February  of 
1862,  and  other  grants  were  nuule  in 
aid  of  railroads  in  Georgia  and  Lou- 
isiana. In  all,  the  approjjriations  by 
the  Confederate  congress  to  assist 
railroad  construction  amounted  to 
more  than  $5,000,000.  Many  of  the 
States  supplemented  this  action  by 
enacting  railroad  aid  laws  during  the 
war,  such  legislation  being  but  the 
continuation  of  a  policy  which  had 
prevailed  in  many  Southern  States  in 
the  50 's.  Military  reasons  afforded 
an  added  argument  to  railroad  pro- 
moters. 

The  operation  of  Southern  rail- 
roads during  the  war  was  marked  by 
progressive  deterioration.  It  was  im- 
possible to  make  needed  repairs.  The 
Confederate  government  took  control 
of  the  railroad  machine  shops  for  mil- 
itary purposes.  The  existing  stock  of 
cast  and  wrought  iron,  which  might 
have  been  used  for  car  wheels  and 
rails,  was  impressed  and  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  ordnance  and  wagon 
tires,  and  for  other  army  service. 
Iron  production  in  the  South  during 
the  war  was  too  small  to  afford  relief 
to  the  railroads.  At  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities Southern  railroads  were  in  a 
condition  of  physical  wreck.  In  their 
crippled  condition,  government  busi- 
ness so  occupied  the  railroads  that 
private  business  had  to  be  neglected. 


Profitable  government  contracts  en- 
abled the  roads  to  show  large  profits 
in  currency,  and  in  some  cases  to  in- 
crease their  dividends.  But  they 
made  no  proper  allowance  for  depre- 
ciation, and  it  took  many  years  to 
restore  them  to  even  tolerable  con- 
dition. 

The  poor  railroad  service  interfered 
with  the  regular  carriage  and  delivery 
of  the  mails  under  the  post-office  de- 
partment of  the  Confederacy.  This 
department  was  organized  by  John  H. 
Reagan  as  postmaster-general  ^vith 
the  aid  of  employees  drawn  from  the 
Post-Office  Department  at  Washing- 
ton. They  brought  with  them  blank 
forms  and  necessary  papers  used  in 
the  dispatch  of  business.  The  date 
fixed  for  the  Confederacy's  taking 
over  the  postal  service  within  her  bor- 
ders was  June  1,  1861.  There  were 
initial  difficulties,  such  as  the  failure 
to  have  the  Confederate  postage 
stamps  ready  before  October.  By  the 
end  of  1861  the  department  had  about 
8,300  post-offices  open.  The  provi- 
sional constitution  of  the  Confederacy 
required  the  post-office  department  to 
be  self-sustaining  after  March  1,  1863. 
It  seemed  a  difficult  task  to  comply 
with  this  provision,  but  steps  were 
taken,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  lessen 
expenses  and  increase  revenues.  Pay- 
ments to  the  railroads  were  much  re- 
duced. Some  mail  routes  were  discon- 
tinued, and  on  otliers  trips  were  made 
less  frequently.  The  franking  ])riv- 
ilege  was  abolished.  Rates  on  letter 
postage  were  raised.     A  deficit  in  the 
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postal  revenue  was  turned  into  a  sur- 
plus in  the  last  qnarter  of  1862.  The 
department  continued  to  produce  a 
surplus  revenue  in  the  remaining 
years  of  the  war.  Though  there  were 
manj^  complaints  of  the  postal  admin- 
istration, it  seems  to  have  done  better 
under  adverse  circumstances  than 
might  have  been  expected. 

There  remains  for  discussion  the 
matter  of  the  trade  relations  of  the 
Confederacy  with  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations.  At  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  war  there  was  much 
sentiment  in  favor  of  freedom  of 
trade  \nth  all  nations  other  than  the 
United  States.  But  there  was  soon 
a  change,  and,  during  the  first  year  of 
the  war,  trade  limitation  was  strongly 
advocated.  It  was  thought  that,  by 
depriving  England,  France,  and  other 
European  nations  of  cotton,  their 
manufacturing  interests  might  be  so 
injuriously  affected  as  to  force  them 
to  interfere  in  behalf  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. The  government  for  a  time 
supported  this  policj%  although  there 
were  those  who  urged  that  the  Con- 
federacy ought  to  enlarge  its  exports 
and  market  its  cotton  at  a  good  price, 
in  exchange  for  needed  supplies.  By 
1862  the  pressing  needs  of  the  army 
and  the  insufficiency  of  internal  pro- 
duction had  caused  the  government  to 
reverse  its  policy  and  send  out  all 
the  cotton  possible.  Bacon,  saltpetre, 
arms,  shoes,  medicines,  etc.,  were  se- 
cured in  return.  Four  government 
steamers  were  soon  engaged  in  carry- 
ing out  cotton  and  bringing  in  sup- 


plies. The  governments  of  North 
Carolina  and  other  States  also  en- 
gaged in  trade  with  foreign  countries. 
Numerous  importing  and  exporting 
companies  were  formed  to  carry  on 
blockade  running,  and  ■  a  few  suc- 
cessful voyages  meant  extraordinary 
profits.  Frequently  private  com- 
panies and  the  government  made  ship- 
ments on  joint  account.  In  1864  the 
Confederate  government  required  the 
private  owners  of  blockade-running 
vessels  to  admit  the  government  to  a 
half  share  in  the  freight  capacity  of 
their  vessels.  On  the  whole,  the  efforts 
to  send  cotton  from  the  South  to 
Europe  seemed  to  have  had  only  lim- 
ited success,  and  the  reported  receipts 
in  Europe  were  comparatively  small. 
So  far  as  the  government  was  inter- 
ested in  this  trade  because  of  the  need 
for  supplies,  there  were  complaints 
of  mismanagement,  monopoly,  and 
violation  of  contract.  Pollai'd  an 
able  iSouthern  writer,  says  that  the 
results  of  the  traffic  were  far  below 
the  necessities  of  the  country,  and  thai 
through  mismanagement  great  quan- 
tities of  meat  Avere  left  to  rot  at  Nas- 
sau and  Bermuda. 

In  Texas,  agents  of  the  Confederate 
government  speculated  in  cotton  which 
was  exported  to  Mexico.  A  cotton 
bureau  was  established  in  Texas  in 
1864.  It  made  contracts  with  persons 
who  undertook  to  transport  cotton 
across  the  boundary  into  Mexico  and 
to  bring  back  in  return  supplies  for 
the  government. 

During  the  war  there  developed  a 


14G 


COXFEDERATE  ECONOMIC  ACTIVITIES. 


large  trade  between  the  South  and 
North.  So  anxious  were  the  authori- 
ties at  Washington  to  get  cotton  to 
supply  the  North  and  Europe  that 
they  were  reluctant  to  interfere  with 
this'  commerce  between  the  lines,  and 
such  generals  as  Butler  at  New  Or- 
leans were  also  found  willing  to  facili- 
tate the  traffic.  On  the  part  of  the 
South  the  inducement  to  trade  was 
the  chance  to  obtain  niucli  heeded 
foodstuffs,  salt,  clotliing,  medicines, 
and  even  powder  and  arms.  Nomi- 
nally the  Confederate  government 
was  opposed  to  traffic  with  the  North. 
Penalties  were  prescribed  by  law  for 
engaging  in  such  trade.  Early  in  the 
war  President  Davis  was  strongly 
convinced  of  the  desirability  of  con- 
fining cotton  in  the  South  and  refused 
to  authorize  the  exchange  of  cotton 
for  meat,  even  when  the  need  of  the 
subsistence  department  was  repre- 
sented as  most  urgent.  There  Avas, 
however,  a  lack  of  harmonious  action 
among  the  Confederate  executive 
officers  and  military  commanders  in 
dealing  with  this  trade,  and  in  the 
later  years  of  the  war  a  great  deal  of 
it  was  either  authorized  by,  or  carried 
on  with  the  tacit  consent  of,  the  Con- 
federate authorities.  There  was  much 
in  such  traffic  between  the  lines  that 
was  demoralizing  to  both  sides.  Both 
Federal  and  Confederate  officers  were 
charged  -with  obtaining  personal  profit 
from  the  trade  with  the  enemy.  As 
to  the  balance  of  advantage  from  this 
commerce  between  North  and  South, 
Ehodes   concludes    "  that  it   was    of 


greater  advantage  to  the  Confederacy 
than  to  the  Union.  For  the  South  it 
was  a  necessary  evil;  for  the  North 
it  was  an  evil  and  not  a  necessary 
one." 

The  best  energies  of  the  Confed- 
eracy were  devoted  to  obtaining  an 
adequate  supply  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion for  its  soldiers.  Here  a  great 
measure  of  success  was  attained,  and 
the  Confederate  armies  were  not  de- 
feated because  of  lack  of  arms.  Less 
success  was  achieved  in  supplying 
subsistence  'and  clothing,  and  there 
was  resultant  distress  and  suffering. 
The  military  struggle  called  for  all 
the  strength  of  the  South  and  there 
was  little  progress  in  the  arts  of 
peace.  Much  as  was  achieved  by  the 
Confederacy  in  the  face  of  great  diffi- 
culties, there  did  not  come  about  a 
complete  and  effective  industrial  re- 
organization of  the  country.* 


*  The  best  work  of  reference  for  the  general 
reader  is  Professor  John  Christopher  Scliwab's 
The  Confederate  States  of  America  (New  York, 
1901 ) .  This  contains  an  extensive  bibliography 
of  tile  industrial  and  financial  history  of  the  Con- 
federacy. James  Ford  Rliodes's  History  of  the 
United  States  is  also  helpful,  especially  vol.  v., 
chap,  xxviii.  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the 
Xation  (Richmond,  190!))  contains  in  volume  v. 
{Economic  History,  J607-lS6o)  numerous  short 
articles  on  various  phases  of  the  economic  history 
of  the  Confederacy.  Otlier  useful  references  are 
Jefferson  Davis,  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confed- 
erate Government ;  E.  A.  Pollard,  The  Lost  Cause 
(New  York,  1866)  :  W.  L.  Fleming,  Civil  War  and 
Reconstruction  in  Alabama  (New  York,  1905); 
Confederate  Military  History  (12  vols.,  Atlanta, 
1899)  ;  W.  F.  McCaleb,  The  Organization  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  of  the  Confederacy,  in 
American  Historical  Review,  vol.  xii.,  pp.  66-74; 
Official  Records:  A  Compilation  of  the  ^yar  of 
the    Rebellion,    series    i.-iv.     (Washington,    1880- 
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CHAPTER    XI. 

1862. 

THE  MEREIMAC  AND  MONITOR  :  THE  SIEGE  OF  YOEKTOWN. 

Gloom  in  the  South  over  the  fall  of  Donelson  —  Davis'  inaugural  address  —  His  proclamation  of  martial  law  — 
Jackson's  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  —  Johnston's  retreat  —  Destruction  of  the  Cumberland  and 
Congress  by  the  Merrimac  —  The  battle  between  the  Monitor  and  Merrimac  —  The  battle  of  Kernstown  — 
The  commencement  of  McClellan's  forward  movement  —  The  battle  at  Lee's  Mills  —  The  siege  and  evacua- 
tion of  Yorktown. 


The  fall  of  Fort  Donelson  gave  the 
South  a  taste  of  the  bitterness  of  de- 
feat which  the  Noi'tli  had  experienced 
after  Bull  Run.  None  appreciated  the 
magnitude  of  the  disaster  better  than 
Albert  Sidney  Johnston  who  wrote  to 
Davis,  March  17:  "  The  blow  was 
most  disastrous  and  without  rem- 
edy."* When  Nashville  was  evacu- 
ated the  people  were  seized  with  panic, 
and  disorder,  turbulence,  and  rapine 
ensued.  At  Richmond  all  was  con- 
sternation. Loud  complaints  were 
heard  against  the  management  of  the 
campaign,  and  Davis  at  once  ordered 
Floyd  and  Pillow  to  be  relieved  from 
command.  Though  much  pressure 
was  brought  to  bear  on  Davis  to  re- 
move Johnston,  he  steadily  refused. 
February  22  was  the  day  appointed 
for  the  iDrovisional  government  to  give 
place  to  the  permanent  government  of 


1901);  statutes  of  the  Confederate  States;  State 
statutes ;  reports  of  Confederate  cabinet  and  other 
officers ;  Southern  newspapers.  Exact  citations 
of  original  sources,  many  of  which  are  not  gen- 
erally accessible  to  readers,  are  to  be  found  in 
the  bibliography  appended  to  Professor  Schwab's 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

*  O/firial   Records,   vol.  viii.,   p.   2G0. 


the  Confederacy  and  for  the  inaugura- 
tion of  its  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent. When  Davis  delivered  his  in- 
augural address  every  heart  was 
gloomy  at  the  news  of  the  defeats 
suffered  by  the  Confederate  army, 
and  this  dejection  was  reflected  in 
Da\'is'  address: 

"At  the  darkest  hour  of  our  struggle,  the  pro- 
visional gives  place  to  the  permanent  government. 
After  a  series  of  successes  and  victories  which 
covered  our  arms  with  glory  we  have  recently 
met  witli  serious  disasters.  But  in  the  heart 
of  a  people  resolved  to  be  free  these  disasters 
tend  but  to  stimulate  to  increased  resistance. 
*  *  *  With  humble  gratitude  and  adoration, 
acknowledging  the  Providence  which  has  so 
visibly  protected  the  Confederacy  during  its 
brief  but  eventful  career,  to  Thee,  Oh,  God !  I 
trustingly  commit  myself  and  prayerfully  Invoke 
Thy  blessing  on  my  country  and  its  cause." 

In  another  part  of  the  address  he 
said : 

"Although  the  tide  for  the  moment  is  against 
us,  the  final  result  in  our  favor  is  not  doubtful. 
The  period  is  near  at  hand  when  our  foes  must 
sink  under  the  immense  load  of  debt  which  they 
have  incurred  —  a  debt  whi^h  in  their  effort  to 
subjugate  us,  lias  already  attained  such  fearful 
dimensions  as  will  subject  them  to  burdens  which 
must  continue  to  oppress  them  for  generations  to 
come."  * 


*  See  Alfriend.   Life  of  Davis,  p.   348  et  seq. 
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In  Ms  message  to  the  Confederate 
Congress  Davis  admitted  that 
"  events  have  demonstrated  that  the 
government  had  attempted  more  than 
it  had  power  successfully  to  achieve. 
Hence,  in  the  effort  to  protect,  by  our 
arms,  the  whole  territory  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  seaboard  and  inland, 
we  have  been  so  exposed  as  recently 
to  encounter  serious  disasters."  His 
allusion  Avas  to  the  losses  of  Fort 
Donelson,  Roanoke  Island,  etc.,  but 
not  deeming  it  possible  "  that  any- 
thing so  insane  as  a  persistent  at- 
tempt to  subjugate  these  States  could 
be  made  "  he  did  not  disguise  the 
strong  probability  "  that  the  war 
would  be  continued  through  a  series 
of  years."  The  Confederates  stood 
adversity  no  better  than  the  Federals. 
On  February  27  a  secret  session  of  the 
Confederate  Congress  passed  an  act 
authorizing  Davis  to  proclaim  martial 
law.  On  March  1,  therefore,  he  issued 
his  proclamation  to  that  effect,  cover- 
ing the  city  of  Richmond  and  the  ad- 
joining county  to  the  distance  of  10 
miles,  and  declared  the  suspension  of 
the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus*  This  at  first  pleased  the  law- 
abiding  citizens  of  the  community,  but 
their  delight  was  shortlived.  General 
Winder,  to  whom  was  delegated  prac- 
tically unlimited  power,  prohibited  the 
distillation  of  spiritous  liquors  and 
ordered  the  dram  shops  closed.  But 
he  did  not  use  his  arbitrary  power 
with  discretion.  Extraordinary  ar- 
rests   of    responsible    citizens    were 


made,  a  vexatious  passport  system 
was  established,  and  the  independence 
of  the  press  was  much  curtailed. 
Winder's  police  was  composed  largely 
of  disreputable  men  and  his  rule  be- 
came a  positive  tyranny.  He  was  re- 
sponsible to  no  one  but  Davis,  who 
sustained  him,  but  finally  public  opin- 
ion asserted  itself  so  strongly  that,  on 
April  19,  the  Confederate  Congress 
modified  the  law  under  which  these 
extraordinary  powers  had  been  exer- 
cised.* Such  were  the  conditions  in 
Richmond  when  the  Federal  army  be- 
gan its  advance  toward  the  South. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Confederate 
armies  had  been  exceedingly  active. 
Early  in  January, .  General  Jackson 
left  Winchester  and  advanced  north- 
ward toward  Hancock,  about  40  miles 
distant.  He  drove  out  four  com- 
panies of  Union  troops  at  Bathe  and 
then  demanded  the  surrender  of  Han- 
cock, wliich  General  Frederick  W. 
Lander  refused.  Some  desultory  fir- 
ing was  engaged  in  by  both  sides,  but 
Jackson  soon  moved  westwardly  while 
Lander  prepared  to  cross  into  Vir- 
ginia. Colonel  Dunning  at  Romney 
attacked  the  enemy  stationed  at  Blue's 
Gap,  16  miles  distant  on  the  road  to 
Winchester,  and  routed  them  com- 
pletely. Lander  joined  Benjamin  F. 
Kelley  at  Cumberland  and  went 
thence  to  Romney,  but  finding  that 
Jackson  had  nearly  surrounded  him 
with  a  large  force,  he  marched  all 
night  to  Springfield.  Subsequently 
Moorfield  was  captured  and  an  attack 


*Mrs.  Davis,  Li/e  of  Davis,  vol.  ii.,  p.  185. 


'  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  601-603. 


JACKSON'S  OPERATIONS  IN   THE  SHENANDOAH. 


149 


was  made  on  a  Confederate  force  at 
Bloomery  Gap,  when  several  officers 
and  75  men  were  captured.  On  Feb- 
ruary 24  Colonel  John  W.  Geary,  of 
Banks'  command,  crossed  the  Poto- 
mac and  took  possession  of  Harper's 
Ferry.  The  heights  being  secure,  a 
strong  force  occupied  Charlestown  on 
the  2Sth  on  the  advance  to  Winchester. 
On  March  3  Martinsburg,  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad,  was  occupied, 
and  Smithfield  on  the  6th.  The  enemy 
in  tlie  direction  of  Winchester  were 
evidently  falling  back,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  a  stand  would  be  made  at 
that  place  by  Jackson.  On  the  11th 
Jackson  evacuated  Winchester,  which 
was  immediately  occupied  by  Union 
troops  under  Generals  Charles  S. 
Hamilton  and  Williams.  .  General 
James  Shields  now  quartered  his  bri- 
gade at  Winchester,  which  place  was 
made  the  headquarters  of  General  N. 
P.  Banks.  The  left  flank  of  the 
Confederates  being  threatened,  they 
hastened  their  retirement  along  the 
entire  line  from  Aquia  Creek  to  the 
Shenandoah.  Aware  that  he  stood  in 
jeopardy,  the  Confederate  general 
prepared  to  move  his  forces  out  of 
Manassas  to  a  more  secure  position. 
Beginning  his  preparations  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  he  commenced  the  retreat 
on  March  7,  and  four  days  later  had 
his  amiy  safely  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Rappahannock  River.  Constantly 
expecting  an  attack,  he  deemed  it  im- 
possible to  remove  all  the  property 
accumulated  at  Manassas  Junction, 
and    therefore    a    large    amount    of 


clothes,  blankets,  baggage,  stores  and 
pro\'isions  was  burned. 

On  Sunday  evening,  March  9,  Mc- 
Clellari  heard  of  Johnston's  move- 
ment and  immediately  gave  orders  for 
the  occupation  of  Centerville  and 
Manassas.  When  the  Union  army  oc- 
cupied these  places  they  found  that 
they  had  been  confronting  phantom 
ordnance  and  soldiers.  Being  de- 
ficient in  artillery,  Johnston  had  made 
rough  wooden  imitations  of  guns 
(Quaker  guns)  wliich  were  exhibited 
to  give  the  idea  of  immense  strength 
in  the  artillery  branch.  The  whole 
business  took  on  a  tinge  of  the  ludi- 
crous. For  months  McClellan  had 
been  moving  cautiously  against  a  sup- 
posedly large  army  well  supplied  with 
artillery,  but  when  Manassas  was  oc- 
cupied he  found  that  he  had  been 
hoodwinked. 

On  Sunday,  March  9,  the  day  that 
the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Manas- 
sas reached  Washington,  the  Presi- 
dent received  word  of  the  havoc 
wrought  by  the  Confederate  ironclad 
Merrimac  in  Hampton  Roads.  It  will 
be  remembered  that,  when  the  Con- 
federates attacked  the  Norfolk  navy 
yard,  the  steamer  Merrimac  was  scut- 
tled and  abandoned  by  McCauley. 
Subsequently  the  Confederates  raised 
and  converted  her  into  an  ironclad, 
cutting  down  her  hull  and  placing  a 
bomb-proof  covering  of  raw  iron  over 
her  main  deck.  Her  bow  and  stern 
were  sharpened  and  clad  in  steel,  and 
a  ram  was  added.    Almost  at  the  same 
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time  the  Monitor  was  under  construc- 
tion at  Brooklyn. 

About  noon  of  March  8  the  Merri- 
mac  steamed  into  Hampton  Roads  ac- 
companied by  two  gunboats;  several 
other  armed  steamers  followed  and 
were  prepared  both  to  give  aid  and 
share  in  the  expected  victory.  The 
Union  steam  frigates  Miinicsufa,  Ro- 
anoke, and  Congress,  each  of  50  guns, 
the  sailing  frigate  St.  Lawrence,  12, 


HAMPTON  ROADS 

and  Vicinity  ^^' 


UNION  

CONFEDERATE 


and  the  sloop  Cumberland,  24,  lay  off 
Newport  News  and  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  toward  these  the  Merrimac  pro- 
ceeded.    The  Congress  and  Cumber- 
land made  ready,  and  when  the  Merri- 
mac was  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
away    the    Congress    delivered    her 
broadside,    but    the    bails    reboun.led 
from  the  Merrimac' s  iron  sides  with- 
out inflicting  the  least  injurj'.      The 
Merrimac    reserved    her    fire    until 
within  easy  range,  gave  the  Congress 
a  broadside  as  she  passed,  and  then 
steered  directly  for  the  Cumberland, 


drove  her  iron  prow  through  tiie  side 
of  the  Union  frigate  near  the  water 
line,  crushing  it,  and  poured  in  a  ter- 
rific fire  of  shells.     Backing  clear  she 
continued  her  fire,  and  then  steered 
for  the  Congress.     The  Cumberland 
soon  sank.      Seeing  the  fate   of  the 
Cumberland    the    commander    of   the 
Congress  ran  his  ship  ashore  to  es- 
cape destruction,  but  from  a  point  150 
yards  astern  the  Merrimac  raked  her 
decks  with  shells  until  at  last  a  hot 
shot  set  her  on  fire  and  completed  her 
destruction.    As  the  Cumberland  sank 
the     Confederate    steamers     Patrick 
Henry,  12,   and  Jamestoum,  2.  came 
out  of  the  James  Eiver  and  joined 
the  Merrimac.      The  Minnesota  had 
grounded  where  the  Merrimac  could 
not  approach  within  a  mile,  since  she 
drew  22  feet.     The  firing  of  the  latter 
was  so  bad  that  only  one  shot  struck 
the  frigate,  and  the  other  Confederate 
vessels  Avere  driven  off  after  inflicting 
much  damage  with  their  rifled  guns. 
The  Merrimac  then  returned  to  Nor- 
folk.   More  than  half  the  crew  of  the 
Cumberland  were  lost  and  the  crew  of 
the   Congress   were   made   prisoners, 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  officers 
were   released.      The   total  loss  was 
about  250,  whereas  the  Confederate 
loss  was  nominal.     This  battle  ended 
the  day  of  wooden  navies. 

Telegraphic  news  of  these  events 
reached  Washington  the  nest  day  and 
created  tremendous  consternation, 
since  the  wooden  frigates  were  im- 
potent against  this  new  engine  of  de- 
struction.    But  long  before  the  news 
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arrived  in  Washingion  a  strange  craft 
quietly  slipped  into  the  waters  of 
Hampton  Roads  and  at  2  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  9th  anchored  along- 
side the  Minnesota.  This  was  the 
Monitor,  which,  after  barely  escaping 
shipwreck  twice  on  her  voyage  from 
New  York,  had  arrived  to  save  the 
dayfortheNorth.*  The  Monitor  was 
of  1,255  tons  displacement  whereas  the 
Mcrrimac  was  of  3,200  tons.  The  Mer- 
rimac  was  armed  with  two  7-ineh  and 
two  6-inch  rifles,  and  six  9-inch  smooth 
bores,  while  the  Monitor  had  only  two 
11-inch  Dahlgren  guns  in  a  revolving 
turret  in  the  centre  of  her  deck.  At 
6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
the  Merrimac  approached  to  complete 
the  work  begun  on  the  pre%'ious  day. 
Steering  directly  for  the  Minnesota, 
the  Merrimac  began  to  lire  but  the 
Monitor,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
John  L.  Worden,  swept  in  between  the 
two  vessels,  steered  directly  for  the 
Merrimac,  and  began  firing.  At  close 
quarters  the  Merrimac  brought  her 
bow  guns  to  bear,  but  missed.  There 
was  little  to  fire  at  except  a  low  tur- 
ret about  20  feet  in  diameter.  The 
first  reply  of  the  Monitor  was  a  solid 
11-inch  shot  which  shook  the  Merri- 
mac from  stem  to  stern.  The  answer 
was  a  broadside,  followed  by  others 
in  rapid  succession  without  produc- 
ing the  slightest  effect  on  this  "  cheese 
l)ox  on  a  raft."     On  the  other  hand, 


*  Into  the  controversy  as  to  whether  the  re- 
volving turret  was  originally  suggested  by  Theo- 
dore R.  Timby  or  John  Ericsson  we  cannot  enter, 
leaving  the  dispute  to  the  partisans  of  these 
men. 


at  every  opportunity  the  Monitor 
struck  with  her  11-inch  solid  shot, 
pounding  the  heavy  armor  and  strain- 
ing the  timbers  of  her  adversary. 
Finally  the  Merrimac  left  the  Monitor 
and  crowded  on  steam  for  the  Minne- 
sota. On  reaching  point-blank  range 
she  received  a  full  broadside  and  a 
shot  from  a  10-inch  pivot  gun  with- 
out suffering  the  slightest  damage. 
In  reply  she  raked  the  Minnesota  with 
shell,  set  her  afire,  and,  but  for  the 
Monitor,  which  had  followed  under 
full  steam  and  now  swept  between  the 
two,  the  Minnesota  would  have  shared 
the  fate  of  the  Congress  and  Citniber- 
land.  In  changing  position  to  meet 
the  Monitor,  the  Merrimac  grounded 
and  the  Monitor  continued  her  ham- 
mering with  11-inch  shot.  As  the 
Merrimac  was  floated  she  attempted 
to  ram  the  Monitor,  but  her  prow 
glanced  off.  She  then  started  for  the 
Minnesota  for  the  purpose  of  ram- 
ming her,  but  when  within  eas}'  range 
the  Merrimac,  with  all  the  Confederate 
ships,  changed  course  and  headed  for 
Norfolk.  Her  officers  subsequently 
stated  that,  in  attempting  to  ram  the 
Monitor,  the  iron  prow  of  the  Merri- 
mac was  injured  and  the  vessel  was 
leaking.  The  armor  was  rejjorted 
damaged,  the  stem  twdsted,  the  muz- 
zles of  two  guns  shot  away,  and  the 
steam  pipe  and  smokestack  riddled. 
Others  state  that  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Merrimac  was  due  to  the  retire- 
ment of  the  Monitor  from  the  action, 
owing  to  an  injury  to  Captain  Wor- 
den.     A    shell   from    the    Merrimac 
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struck  the  forward  side  of  the  pilot 
house  directly  in  the  sight  hole  and 
exploded,  cracking  the  second  iron 
log  and  partly  lifting  the  top,  leaving 
an  opening.  Immediately  behind  this 
spot  Worden  was  standing  and  re- 
ceived the  full  force  of  the  blow  in 
the  face.  He  was  partly  stunned  and 
utterly  blinded  by  the  powder.  This 
caused  the  Monitor  to  withdraw  tem- 
porarily from  the  action.  Before  she 
returned  the  Merrimac  had  gone  down 
the  river.  The  Merrimac  did  not 
again  engage  the  Monitor,  and  after 
the  evacuation  of  Norfolk,  which  oc- 
curred on  May  9,  she  was  destroyed 
by  the  Confederates.  The  Monitor 
was  lost  in  a  violent  gale  off  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina  December  31, 
1862.* 

The  relief  of  the  Union  government 
and  people  was  great.  The  welcome 
news  reached  Washington  the  same 
night,  changing  deep  anxiety  to  lively 
exultation.  Lincoln  at  once  saw 
clearly  the  immense  advantage  of  the 
Monitor's  victory  and  ordered  that 
the  vessel  should  not  be  placed  in 
jeopardy,  fearing  that  if  she  were  un- 
duly   exposed    some    accident    might 

*  See  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  iv.,  Docs., 
p.  266  et  Sff/.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp. 
6!)2-750;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
v.,  chap,  xiii.;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  608-613;  Soley,  The  Blockade  and  the  Cruis- 
ers; Swinton,  Decisive  Battles  of  the  War;  E.  V. 
White,  The  First  Ironclad  Xaral  Engagement  in 
the  World  (IDOfi)  ;  Boyntoii.  Tlistory  of  the  Xary 
During  the  Rebellion;  Duyckiiick.  The  Late  Civil 
War,  vol.  ii.,  p.  30S  et  seq.;  William  C.  Church, 
Life  of  John  Ericsson  (1891);  Dwiglit  Goddard, 
Short  Story  of  John,  Ericsson  (1004);  Maclay, 
History  of  the  Xavy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  282-324;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  xii.,  pp.  28-54. 


happen.  He  therefore  ordered  that 
on  no  account  should  she  attempt  to 
go  to  Norfolk  alone  and  should  not  be 
separated  from  the  other  vessels,  but 
if  the  Merrimac  came  out  into  favor- 
able waters  they  should  all  attack 
her.* 

On  March  19  General  Shields  with 
his  division  at  Winchester  had  learned 
that  Jackson  was  strongly  posted 
near  Mount  Jackson  and  resolved  to 
draw  him  into  a  position  where  he 
could  attack  him  to  greater  advantage. 
Shields  sent  his  troops  off  toward 
Centreville  as  though  beginning  a  re- 
treat, but  leaving  Ashby's  cavalry  to 
watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
On  March  22  a  skirmish  took  place 
near  Winchester  during  which  Shields 
was  badly  wounded.  During  the  night 
a  strong  force  was  placed  in  advance 
on  the  Strasburg  Road  in  a  masked 
position  hear  Kernstown.  The  next 
day  Jackson  attacked  this  position 
and  endeavored  to  turn  Sliields'  left 
flank,  but  after  a  severe  struggle  was 
repulsed.  The  Union  right  was  then 
attacked  with  but  little  success.  E.  B. 
Tyler's  brigade  attempted  to  carry 
the  Confederate  batteries  and  hurl 
Jackson's  left  flank  back  upon  the 
centre.  With  his  Stonewall  brigade 
and  other  troops  Jackson  was  finally 
compelled  to  fall  back  upon  the  re- 
serve. He  made  an  attack  to  retrieve 
the  losses  of  the  day  but,  being  unsuc- 
cessful, fled  in  some  disorder,  leaving 
Shields  in  possession  of  the  field  with 


232. 


Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 


^'-'t  U; 


'■  t)  ,<  f 


McOLELLAN'S  FORWARD  MOVEMENT. 


153 


300  prisoners,  two  guns,  four  caissons 
and  1,000  stand  of  small  arms.  The 
Confederates  continued  the  retreat 
and,  during  the  following  week,  were 
pursued  to  Woodstock  and  thence 
to  Edenburg,  about  20  miles  be- 
yond Strasburg.  In  this  engagement 
Shields  had  a  force  of  about  7,000 
men,  and  lost  118  killed.  450  wounded 
and  2'2  missing.  The  Confederates 
considerably  outnumbered  the  Union 
forces,  and  lost  about  720  killed  and 
wounded.* 

Meanwhile,  on  March  8,  having  con- 
sented to  McClellan  '.s'  plan  for  a  cam- 
paign, on  the  peninsula,  Lincoln  issued 
general  war  ord-er  No.  2  dividing  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  into  four  corps 
commanded,  respectively,  by  Generals 
Irvin  McDowell,  E.  V.  Sumner,  S.  P. 
Heintzelman,  and  E.  D.  Keyes.  Part 
of  the  forces  under  General  James 
S.  Wadsworth  was  left  to  defend 
Washington,  while  a  5th  corps,  com- 
manded by  G-eneral  N.  P.  Banks,  was 
to  be  formed  of  his  and  General 
Shields'  divisions.!  This  order  was 
followed  by  special  war  order  No.  3 
issued  on  March  11,  relieving  Mc- 
Clellan of  the  command  of  all  mili- 
tary departments  save  that  of  the 
Potomac,  X  the  ostensible  reason  being 
that  the  general  would  be  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  field,  though  undoubt- 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  283-2S4,  303- 
300;  Webb,  The  Peninsula,  p.  89:  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  218-222. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  I'apcrs,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
110. 

tibid,  p.  Ill;  Offieial  Records,  vol.  v.,  p.  54; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  17S- 
179. 


odly  it  represented  the  waning  con- 
fidence  of  Lincoln   and  Congress  in 
him.*    By   the    same    order   General 
Halleck  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the   Mountain   Department    (the    re- 
gion west  of  the  Department  of  the 
Potomac)  was  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Fremont.    On  March  13  Mc- 
Clellan and  his  corps  of  officers  held 
a  council  of  war  at  Fairfax  Court 
House,  where  they  decided  in  favor  of 
the  peninsula  plan  of  campaign,  pro- 
vided the  navy  would  silence  the  bat- 
teries on  York  Eiver.    Lincoln  made 
no   objection  to  this  plan,  but  in  a 
letter  dated  March  13  stipulated  that 
a   sufficient   force   should  be  left   at 
Manassas    Junction    to    prevent    its 
reoccupation  by  the  Confederates,  and 
that    Washington    be    left    entirely 
secure,  f  McClellan  planned  to  move  in 
two  columns,  one  on  the  right  directly 
to  Yorktown,  and  another  along  the 
James  Eiver  westward  of  and  beyond 
Yorktown  to  the  vicinity  of  Williams- 
burg.   Should  the  Confederate  works 
at  Yorktown  and  AVilliamsburg  offer 
serious  resistance,  he  designed  to  land 
General  McDowell's  first  corps,  rein- 
forced if  necessary,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  York  or  on  the  Severn,  and 
move  it  on  Gloucester  and  West  Point 
in  order  to  take  in  reverse  whatever 
force  the  enemy  might  have  on  the 
peninsula  and  compel  Mm  to  abandon 
his  positions.    During  the  latter  part 


*  Rhodes,   United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  615. 
t  Ricliardson,    Messages    and    Papers,    vol.    vi., 
p.   111. 
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of  March  troops  were  embarked  for 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  on  the  morning 
of  April  2  General  McClellan  himself 
arrived  to  take  command  in  person. 
According  to  his  own  report  he  had 
the  next  day,  ready  to  move,  aliout 
58,000  men  and  100  guns  besides  the 
division  artillery.*  On  tlie  -tth  the 
movement  began,  Heintzelman's  corps 
on  Yorktown  and  that  of  Keyes  on 
its  left.  Heavy  rains  had  made  the 
roads  very  bad,  and  although  the 
Confederates  had  abandoned  some 
points,  yet  when  Keyes  reached  Lee's 
Mills  he  found  the  post  too  strong  to 
be  carried,  as  he  had  been  directed, 
by  assault.f  On  the  morning  of  the 
6th  Heintzelman  arrived  in  front  of 
Yorktown,  but  found  that  the  Con- 
federate forces  there  were  too  strong 
to  be  overcome.  The  Confederates 
under  General  J.  B.  Magruder  held  a 
line  across  the  peninsula  from  the 
mouths  of  the  Warwick  River  and 
Deep  Creek  on  James  River,  to  York- 
town  on  York  River.  A  line  about  12 
miles  in  length  was  covered  a  great 
part  of  the  distance  by  boggy  and 
difficult  swamps  and  quite  well  forti- 
fied by  redoubts  at  the  road  cross- 
ings. McClellan  estimated  Magruder 's 
force  at  from  15,000  to  20,000,  but 
Magruder  states  that  his  force  con- 
sisted of  11,000  men,  of  whom  6,000 
were  required  for  the  fortifications  at 
Yorktown  and  only  5,000  to  hold  the 
line  across  the  peninsula.!     The  ex- 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 
358. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  10. 
+  Ibid,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  405. 


istence  of  this  line  was  a  surprise  to 
McClellan  who  knew  that  I'orktown 
was  fortified,  but  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  line  extending  from  that  place  to 
the  James  River,  and  his  movement 
on  Y'orktown  was  predicated  on  the 
belief  that  he  could  turn  it  by  his  left. 
It  was  a  part  of  McClellan 's  plan  also 
that  McDowell's  corps  should  turn 
Yorktown  by  the  right,  by  landing  at 
Gloucester  Point  north  of  York  River. 
But  two  or  three  days'  reconnois- 
sances  con\'inced  McClellan  that  he 
could  not  break  through  Magruder 's 
line,  and  he  therefore  resolved  upon  a 
regular  siege.  He  was  engaged  in 
bringing  up  troops  and  guns  prepara- 
tory to  siege  operations  and  was  ask- 
ing for  heavy  reinforcements  and 
more  siege  guns  when,  on  the  5th,  he 
received  from  the  adjutant-general  of 
the  army,  at  Lincoln's  direction,  an 
order  detaching  McDowell's  corps  of 
33,400  from  liis  command,  under  the 
plea  that  such  a  course  was  essential 
to  the  safety  of  Washington.  McClel- 
lan protested  against  this,  and  urged 
that  McCall's  and  Franklin's  divi- 
sions of  McDowell's  corps  should  be 
sent  him,  and,  a  few  days  later,  or- 
dered Franklin 's  division  to  report  to 
him,  which  it  did  on  the  29th.  Mean- 
while, on  the  9th,  President  Lincoln 
wrote  McClellan  urging  him  to  strike 
a  blow.* 

Instead  of  piercing  the  Confederate 
lines  by  assault,  however,  McClellan 

*  For  the  entire  letter  see  Official  Records,  vol. 
xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  15.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  362-364;  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  616-617. 
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encamped  before  Yorktown  and  began 
the  siege  in  a  deliberate  and  scientific 
manner,  probably  losing  more  men  by 
disease  in  the  swamps  of  Virginia 
than  an  assanlt  Avonld  have  cost  him. 
Active  reconnoissances  were  kept  up 
in  all  directions.  Between  Lee's 
Mills  and  Wynn's  Mills  the  Confed- 
erates, under  Howell  Cobb,  had  thrown 
up  intrenchments  and  constructed  re- 


loss.  The  effort  was  renewed  later  in 
the  day,  when  detachments  of  the  4th, 
5th  and  6th  Vermont  regiments  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  Warwick,  but 
were  driven  back.  The  Union  loss 
during  the  day  was  156  killed  and 
wounded  and  9  missing,  whereas  the 
Confederate  loss  did  not  exceed  75 
killed  and  wounded.*  This  failure 
convinced  MeClellan  that  he  could  not 


doubts  for  artillery.  On  April  16 
General  W.  F.  Smith,  with  his  division 
of  Keyes'  corps,  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral MeClellan  to  reconnoiter  Cobb's 
position,  stop  his  work,  and,  if  neces- 
sary drive  him  from  it.  Brooks '  Ver- 
mont brigade  was  thrown  forward 
and,  after  an  artillery  fire  of  more 
than  six  hours  (part  of  the  time  from 
1 8  guns) ,  four  companies  of  the  3d  Ver- 
mont crossed  the  stream  and  seized 
the  rifle-pits  of  the  15th  North  Caro- 
lina, but  were  driven  back  with  severe 
Vol.  VIII  — 11 


carry  the  Confederate  position  by  as- 
sault, and  he  therefore  devoted  his 
attention  entirely  to  siege  operations 
against  Yorktown.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  General  Fitz-John  Porter,  who 
was  made  director  of  the  siege,  J.  G. 
Barnard,  chief  of  engineers,  and  Gen- 
eral W.  F.  Barry,  chief  of  artillery, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi. ;  Webb,  The  Penin- 
sula, pp.  64-65;  McClellan's  Own  Story;  Allan, 
History  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  368- 
370;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
46-18. 
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the  operations  were  conducted  elabo- 
rately and  with  great  skill.  Barry  re- 
ported that  101  pieces,  Parrott  gnns, 
mortars,  and  howitzers,  were  placed 
in  batteries  from  1,500  to  2,200  yards 
away  from  the  Confederate  works. 
MoClellan  kept  this  immense  arma- 
ment silent  for  weeks  while  he  was 
continually  adding  to  it,  though  he 
could  easily  have  compelled  the  Con- 
federates either  to  surrender  or  re- 
treat, and  it  was  against  the  advice 
of  his  ablest  staff  officers  that  the  bat- 
teries were  not  opened  as  fast  as  they 
were  completed.*  On  April  17  Gen- 
eral Joseph  E.  Johnston  had  been  as- 
signed to  the  defence  of  the  penin- 
sula and  Richmond,  and  his  forces, 
after  the  arrival  of  G.  W.  Smith's  and 
Longstreet's  divisions,  amounted  to 
53,000  men,  including  3,000  sick  and 
disabled.!  He  made  no  strenuous 
effort  to  interfere  with  McClellan's 
operations,  but  determined  to  hold  his 
position  until  McClellan  was  ready  to 
attack  and  then  to  fall  back  without 
waiting   to    have    Ms    troops    driven 


from  their  works.*  By  April  30  Mc- 
Clellan had  present  for  duty  115,102 
men,  including  Franklin's  division 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  to  turn 
Yorktown  by  Gloucester  Point  or  West 
Point,  but  which,  since  its  arrival 
on  the  20th,  had  been  kept  on  board 
the  transports.f  On  May  1  McClel- 
lan proposed  to  open  fire  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  with  all  his  guns,  and  to 
press  the  siege  until  iinal  assault 
should  be  deemed  practical,  but  on 
April  27  Johnston  learned  that  Mc- 
Clellan's batteries  were  approaching 
completion,  and  accordingly  made  liis 
dispositions  for  retreat.  On  the  night 
of  May  3,  leaving  some  serviceable 
heavy  guns  behind,  he  evacuated 
Yorktown  and  fell  back  to  Williams- 
burg on  the  way  to  Richmond.  % 


'  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  130,  348. 
t  Johnston's  Xarrative,  p.  117. 


*NicoIay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p. 
371. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay  (Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v., 
p.  375)  make  tlie  aggregate  present  for  duty 
112,392  and  the  total  aggregate  present  and  ab- 
sent 130,078.  See,  however,  tlie  figures  given  in 
McClellan's  account  in  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  160-187. 

t  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  p.  189  et  seq.; 
Webb,  The  Peninsula,  chap.  iii. ;  Allan,  History 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Barnard,  Pen- 
insula  Campaign;  McClellan's  Own  Story. 
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1.  UNION  BATTERY  No.  4,  ONE  OF  THE  FIFTEEN  BATTERIES  PLANTED  BY  McCLELLAN  TO  THE  SOUTH  AND 

SOUTHEAST  OF  YORKTOWN. 
2.  UNION  BATTERY  No.  1.  TWO  MILES  BELOW  Y'ORKTOWN,  JUST  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  FARENHOLDT  HOUSE. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

1862. 

THE    CAPTURE    OF    NEW    OELEANS. 

The  occupation  of  Ship  iBland-The  arrival  of  Butler  and  Farragut  -  The  bombardment  of  Forts  Jackson 
and  St.  PhiUp  — The  surrender  of  New  Orleans  — The  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  PhUip  —  Butler  a 
administration  in  New  Orleans. 


Wliile    these    events    were    taking 
place  in  the  East,  efforts  were  being 
made  to  open  a  pathway  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi.     The    first   important    step 
was  the  occupation  of  Ship  Island. 
Ljdng    intermediate    between    Santa 
Rosa  Island  and  the  mouths  of  the 
Mississippi  near  the  entrance  to  the 
interior,  it  was  connected  with  New 
Orleans  by  Lake  Borgne  and  Lake 
Pontchartrain,   and  was   one   of  the 
most  valuable  stations  along  the  coast. 
A  force  of  2,500  troops  under  General 
J.  ^Y.  Phelps  was  sent  to  Ship  Island; 
other  troops  arrived  in  January  of 
1862,   and   on   February   25   General 
Benjamin     F.     Butler     sailed     from 
Hampton  Eoads  to  assume  command 
of  the  land  forces  intended  to  operate 
against  New  Orleans,  that  city  being 
the  natural  objective  point  of  the  cam- 
paign.   By  the  end  of  March,  Butler 
had  14,000  men  at  the  island,  mostly 
raw  recruits.    By  the  middle  of  April 
he    succeeded    in     embarking    6,000 
troops  for  the  Mississippi,  who  were 
to    cooperate    with    the    naval    force 
there  being  organized  and  perfected 
by  Captain  David  G.  Farragut.    Cap- 
tain Farragut,  then  60  years  of  age. 


was   chosen  to    command   the   naval 
forces,  and  on   February  3   set  sail 
from  Hampton  Roads  with  his  fleet  of 
which  the  steam  sloop  Hartford  Avas 
the  flagship.     In  his  ins'tructions  of 
January  20,  Secretary  Welles  had  in- 
formed Farragut  that  a  fleet  of  armed 
vessels  and  armed  steamers  enough 
to  manage  them,  all  under  command 
of  Commodore  D.D.  Porter,  would  be 
attached  to  the  squadron.    With  this 
flotilla  Farrag-ut  was  directed  to  take 
New  Orleans  and  then  aid  in  opening 
the  river  above.     By  the  middle  of 
April  the  expedition  was  before  the 
forts  below  New  Orleans,  Farragut 
with  17  men  of  war  and  177  guns  be- 
sides Porter's  flotilla   of  19  mortar 
schooners    and   6   armed   steamships 
for  guard  and  towing  service.    Butler 
with  a  contingent  of  6,000  men  accom- 
panied the  expedition,  the  remainder 
of  his  troops  being  detained  at  Ship 
Island  for  want  of  transports.*    The 
Confederate  defences  were  of  three 
kinds.     About   80  miles   below  New 
Orleans  on  either  side  of  the  river 
were  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  vi.,  p.  708. 
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tlie  former  containing  74  and  tlie  lat- 
ter 52  guns,  their  garrisons  consisting 
of  about  700  men  each.  The  Confed- 
erates had  also  constructed  a  river 
barrier  a  mile  and  a  half  below  the 
forts  consisting  of  log  rafts  and  dis- 
masted schooners  anchored  at  inter- 
vals and  connected  by  strong  cliains. 
The  third  defence  was-  an  improvised 
fleet  of  16  gunboats,  several  of  them 
armed  with  iron  prows  and  one  of 
them  (the  Manassas)  being  an  iron- 
plated  ram.  In  charge  of  the  coast 
defences  was  General  J.  K.  Duncan 
and  General  Mansfield  Lovell  was  in 
command  of  several  thousand  troops 
at  New  Orleans. 

On  April  16  Farragut  ascended  the 
river  with  his  fleet,  anchoring  the 
mortar  boats  from  2,500  to  4,000  yards 
below  Fort  Jackson.  The  bombard- 
ment was  opened  on  the  18th,  each 
vessel  firing  for  ten  minutes.  During 
the  first  day  1,400  shells  were  thrown, 
but  no  perceptible  injury  was  inflicted, 
though  the  citadel  in  the  centre  of  the 
fort  was  set  on  fire.  Two  of  the  mor- 
tar boats  were  penetrated  by  shots 
from  the  fort.  On  the  second  day  one 
of  the  mortar  boats  was  sunk  and  con- 
siderable damage  was  done  to  the 
officers'  quarters  in  the  fort.  During 
the  night  the  chain  barrier  was  broken 
and  a  passage  was  opened  for  the 
fleet.  During  the  third  and  fourth 
days  the  mortar  boats  kept  steadily 
at  work,  slowly  but  surely  accomplish- 
ing the  reduction  of  the  fort.  For  six 
days  the  bombardment  continued  dur- 
ing which  Porter  threw  16,000  shells, 


but  as  the  forts  had  not  surrendered 
Farragut  decided  to  try  his  own 
ships.*  At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  24th  Farragut  gave  the  signal 
to  advance.  Porter  at  the  same  time 
increasing  his  bombardment  to  its 
utmost  rapidity.  The  fleet  was  ar- 
ranged in  two  divisions:  First,  the 
column  of  the  red,  consisting  of  the 
Cayuga,  flag  gunboat,  Pensacola,  Mis- 
sissippi, Oneida,  Varuna,  Katahdin, 
Kineo,  Wissahickon,  carrying  67  guns 
and  in  command  of  Captain  Theo- 
dorus  Bailey  —  this  to  engage  Fort 
St.  Philip ;  while  the  second  division, 
the  column  of  the  blue,  commanded 
by  Farragut  and  led  by  his  flagship, 
the  Hartford,  consisting  of  the  Brook- 
lyn, Ricliiiiond,  Sciota,  Iroquois,  Ken- 
nebeck,  Pinola,  Itasca  and  Winona, 
in  all  9  ships  carrying  87  guns,t  was 
to  ascend  the  west  bank  of  the  river 
and  attack  Fort  Jackson.  At  about 
2.30  on  the  morning  of  April  24 
the  two  columns  steamed  forward. 
As  the  divisions  passed  through  the 
barrier  the  forts  opened  upon  them 
but  the  ships  waited  until  they  were 
abreast  of  the  works  and  then  with 
grape  and  canister  quickly  cleared  the 
ramparts  and  drove  the  fort  gunners 
from  their  posts.  In  his  report  of 
May  6,  1862,  Farragut  says  that,  as 
the  fire  became  general  and  the  smoke 
dense,  the  Union  boats  had  nothing 
to  aim  at  but  the  flash  of  the  Con- 


*  George  W.  Brown,  The  Mortar  Flotilla  at 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip    ( 1888  ) . 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
260-261. 


DESTRUOTIOX  OF  THE  CONFEDERATE  FLEET. 


159 


federate  guns  and  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  distinguish  friends  from  foes. 
While  the  Hartford  and  her  consorts 
were  thundering  against  Fort  Jack- 
son, the  division  of  the  red  led  by  the 
Cayuga  ran  the  gauntlet  of  the  two 
forts  and  then  encountered  the  Con- 
federate gunboat  flotilla.  Accounts 
of  the  conflict  vary.  It  was  still  dark 
when  the  Union  gunboats  pushed 
among  the  Confederates,  but  soon  all 
11  of  the  Confederate  vessels  were 
destroyed  or  captured.  Meanwhile 
Farragut's  division  was  experiencing 
considerable  trouble.  Three  of  the 
rear  gunboats  failed  to  pass  the  forts 
at  all  while  one  of  the  large  ships,  the 
Brooklyn,  became  entangled  with  the 
barrier  of  hulks  and  rafts  and  was 
' '  feebly  butted  ' '  by  the  ram  Man- 
assas. While  still  under  the  fire  of 
Fort  Jackson  the  Brooklyn  was  at- 
tacked by  a  large  Confederate  steamer 
but  the  Brooklyn's  port  broadside  de- 
livered at  the  short  distance  of  only 
40  or  60  yards  completely  demolished 
this  vessel.  The  Confederates  set 
fire  rafts  adrift,  one  of  which  was 
pushed  by  a  tugboat  toward  the  Hart- 
ford while  passing  Fort  St.  Philip. 
Swerving  aside  to  avoid  the  raft,  the 
Hartford  ran  aground,  whereupon, 
perceiving  the  advantage,  the  tugboat 
pushed  the  blazing  raft  against  the 
flagship.  In  an  instant  the  whole  side 
and  rigging  was  enveloped  in  flames, 
but  fortunately  the  fire  was  quickly 
extinguished  and  the  ship's  engines 
were  able  to  back  her  from  her  immi- 
nent peril,  after  wliich  she  continued 


her  trip  up  the  river,  silencing  the 
guns  of  Fort  St.  Philip  as  she  passed. 
Commander  Melancton  Smith  of  the 
Mississippi  then  attacked  and  cap- 
tured the  Manassas,  but  being  unable 
to  man  the  prize,  he  riddled  her  ^Y\th 
shot  and  she  soon  after  blew  up  and 
sank.  The  Union  fleet  lost  the  Varima 
and  considerable  damage  was  done  to 
the  other  ships.  The  loss  of  life  on 
the  Union  fleet  was  37  killed  and  147 
wounded,  while  in  the  forts  there 
were  14  killed  and  39  wounded;  the 
loss  in  the  Confederate  navy  is 
unknown.* 

Farragut  then  steamed  up  to  New 
Orleans  which  now  lay  helpless  under 
the  Union  guns.  News  of  his  ap- 
proach put  the  population  of  the  city 
in  a  ferment.  Having  only  3,000 
troops  and  18  days '  provisions  for  the 
people,  the  Confederate  general, 
Mansfield  Lovell,  resolved  to  evacuate 
the  place  and  all  its  dependencies.! 
Removing  such  supplies  and  arms  as 
he  could,  Lovell  ordered  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  remaining  war  material 
and    propert}-.      According    to    Far- 


*  Malian,  Tlte  (liilf  and  inland  Waters;  Maclay, 
History  of  the  Savy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  3G6-407;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  14-91,  99-102;  Xicolay 
and  Bay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  2.59-266.  See 
also  James  Barnes,  David  G.  Farragut  (1899); 
Loyall  Fanag;ut,  Life  of  David  O.  Farragut 
( 1879 )  ;  P.  C.  Headley,  Life  and  Naval  Career 
of  Vice-Admiral  David  Glasgow  Farragut 
(1865)  ;  Mahan,  Admiral  Farragut  (1892)  ;  John 
R.  Spears,  David  G.  Ftirragut  (1905);  Brady, 
The  Southerners  (1907);  J.  E.  Romans,  Our 
Three  Admirals  (1899);  L.  P.  Brockett,  Our 
Great  Commanders  (1865);  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  x.,  pt.  i..  pp  35-48,  vol.  xii.,  pp.  57- 
62. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  vi.,  p.  513. 
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ragiit,  "the  destruction  of  property 
was  awful.  If  the  necessities  of  war 
palHate  such  sacrifice  the  same  ex- 
cuse cannot  justify  the  order  of  the 
Richmond  authorities  and  the  tieeing 
governor's  proclamation  to  the  plant- 
ers of  that  exposed  interior,  to  burn 
their  cotton,  in  obedience  to  which  an 
infatuated  zeal  wrought  the  destruc- 
tion of  millions  of  private  property, 
serving  no  end  except  to  impoverish 
the  commimity."*  At  noon  of  the 
25th  Captain  Bailey  was  sent  ashore 
to  demand  the  surrender  of  the 
city.  Great  excitement  prevailed  and 
as  Bailey  with  a  single  escort  walked 
from  the  landing  to  the  city  hall,  he 
was  insulted  in  the  grossest  manner 
by  the  low  street  rabble.f  Mayor  John 
T.  Monroe  refused  to  surrender  the 
city  as  he  had  no  military  authority. 
General  Lovell  likewise  refused  to 
surrender  but  agreed  to  evacuate  so 
that  the  civil  authorities  might  act  as 
they  deemed  proper.  Bailey  returned 
and  reported  these  equivocal  answers 
whereupon  the  next  morning  ^ April 
26)  Farragut  wrote  to  Monroe,  per- 
emptorily demanding  — 

"  tlie  unqualifiod  survendei-  of  the  city  and  tluit 
the  emhlem  of  sovereignty  of  tlie  United  States 
be  hoisted  over  the  city  hall,  mint  and  customs 
liouse  by  meridian  this  day,  and  that  all  flags 
and  other  emblems  of  sovereignty,  other  than 
those  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed 
from  all  public  buildings  by  that  hour.  ♦  »  * 
I  shall  speedily  and  severely  punish  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  commit  such  outrages  as 
were  witnessed  yesterday,  armed  men  firing  \ipon 
helpless  women  and  children  for  giving  expres- 
sion to  their  pleasure  at  seeing  the  old  flag." 

*  See  Farragut's  report  April  25,  Official  Rec- 
ords, vol.  vi.,  p.  883. 

'i  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.   ii.,  pp.  91-99. 


In  reply.  Mayor  Monroe  said  that 
the  city  was  Farragut's  by  reason  of 
superior  force  and  recommended  the 
people  to  his  care.     Accordingly  on 
the   morning   of  April   27   Farragut 
ordered  Captain  Henry  W.  Morris  of 
the  Pensacola  to  hoist  the  Union  flag 
over  the  mint,  which  was  done.    Four 
men,  however,  succeeded  in  cutting  the 
halyards  and  running  away  with  the 
flag.     On  their  joining  the  crowd  the 
flag  was  dragged  through  the  streets, 
publicly  insulted,  and  torn  into  shreds. 
One  of  the  men,  William  B.  Mumf  ord, 
was  captured,  was  tried  early  in  June 
by  military  commission,  convicted  of 
treason,  and  on  General  Butler's  ap- 
proval of  the  sentence  was  hung  on 
June   7.*     The  mayor  and  common 
council  indulged  in  further  dilatory 
correspondence,  whereupon  on  April 
28  Farragut  threatened  to  bombard 
the  city  unless  the  demand  for  sur- 
render were  complied  with.     On  the 
29th  he  sent  a  strong  g-iiard  of  ma- 
rines ^vith  howitzers  to  take  down  the 
Confederate    flag    from    the    public 
buildings     and     raise     that     of    the 
United    States    in    its     stead;     and 
never  afterward  was  the  Union  flag 
hauled  down.f 

Meanwhile     operations     continued 
against  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
278-279.  See  also  Official  Records,  vol.  xv.,  p. 
465,  and  for  Davis'  proclamation  of  December 
3  respecting  the  execution,  Official  Records,  vol. 
XV.,  p.  906. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
268-269;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  x., 
pt.   i.,  pp.  49-59. 
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After  Farragut  passed  the  forts 
Porter  demanded  their  surrender  but 
the  Confederate  commander  refused. 
Butler  iH'oceeded  with  his  troops  to 
the  rear  of  Fort  St.  PhiHp,  cutting  off 
retreat,  while  Porter  sent  six  of  his 
mortar  boats  to  the  rear  of  Fort 
Jackson.  On  the  26th  Porter  again 
asked  their  surrender,  but  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Edward  Higgins  re- 
plied that  he  had  no  official  notice 
of  the  capitulation  of  New  Orleans 
and  could  not  entertain  the  proposi- 
tion. But  at  midnight  of  April  27  the 
soldiers  in  Fort  Jackson  mutinied, 
spiked  the  guns,  deserted  the  fort  with 
their  arms  and  surrendered  to  But- 
ler's pickets.  Accordingly  the  Con- 
federate commanders  had  no  alter- 
native and  on  the  afternoon  of  April 
28  accepted  Porter's  terms  of  capitu- 
lation wliich  were  duly  signed  that 
afternoon  at  an  interview  between  the 
officers  on  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane* 
The  importance  of  this  victory  can- 
not be  over-estimated.  The  disaster 
astounded  the  South  and  led  by  inevi- 
table steps  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  f 


*  Pollard  (First  Year  of  the  War,  p.  310)  says 
that  the  forts  could  have  been  held  if  the  men 
had  stood  to  their  guns,  Init  the  Confederate 
commander  surrendered  in  fact  to  his  own  gar- 
rison. 

t  "  The  extent  of  the  disaster  is  not  to  be  dis- 
guised. It  was  a  heavy  blow  to  the  Cimfeder- 
acy;  it  annihilated  us  in  Louisiana;  separated 
us  from  Texas  and  Arkansas;  demolished  our 
resources  and  supplies  by  the  loss  of  one  of  the 
greatest  grain  and  cattle  countries  witliin  tlio 
limits  of  the  Confederacy;  gave  to  tlie  enemy 
the  Mississippi  River,  with  all  its  means  of  navi- 
gation for  a  base   of  operation;    and  finally   led. 


General  Butler  took  possession  of 
New  Orleans  with  his  forces  on  May 
1.  The  withdrawal  of  General  Lovell 
and  the  abandonment  of  Forts  Pike 
and  McComb  at  the  entrance  to  Lake 
Pontchartrain  left  Butler  with  no 
immediate  campaign  on  his  hands,  but 
the  task  of  governing  the  city  was 
sufficient  to  absorb  all  his  energies 
during  the  time  in  which  he  was 
in  supreme  control.  When  he  took 
command  of  the  city  the  people  were 
close  to  starvation  and  to  avert  this 
danger  was  the  general's  iirst  urgent 
effort.  His  second  work  was  to  quell 
and  to  control  the  dangerous  element 
of  the  population,  to  which  end  he 
issued  a  proclamation  clearly  stating 
the  position  of  affairs  and  signifying 
his  determination  to  restore  order, 
maintain  public  tranquility  and  en- 
force peace  and  quiet  under  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
But  business  and  trade  were  virtuallj' 
dead ;  the  laboring  classes  were  w^ith- 
out  occupation;  and  Butler  saw  that 
immediate  action  must  be  taken. 
Moreover,  the  weather  was  hot,  the 
streets  w'ere  filthy,  and  yellow  fever 
might  be  expected  at  any  time.  Ac- 
cordingly on  May  9  Butler  issued  a 
general  order  asserting  that  to  the 
extent  possible  within  his  power  he 
would  see  that  the  hungry  w^ere  fed 
and  the  distressed  relieved  with  pro- 
visions. Soon  35,000  persons  were 
being  fed  daily  through  Butler 's  man- 
by  plain  and  irresistible  conclusion,  to  our  vir- 
tual abandonment  of  the  great  and  fruitful  valley 
of  the  Mississippi." — Pollard,  First  Year  of  the 
^Var.  p.  321. 
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agement,  of  whom  only  a  few  more 
than   3,000    were    native   Americans. 
Butler  was  greatly  gratified  by  the 
result  of  his  action  when  not  less  than 
14,000  persons  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance   within    a    month    after    his 
arrival.     As     the    city    government 
neglected  the  streets  and  the  general 
sanitary  condition  of  the  city,  Butler 
appointed  to  the  office  of  city  surveyor 
Colonel  Thorpe  who  immediately  em- 
ployed  2,000  men   and   subsequently 
3,000  in  sweeping  the  streets,  purging 
the  canals,  repairing  the  levee,  remov- 
ing the  nuisances  and  in  many  other 
ways    rendering   the   city   clean   and 
decent.     To    provide    funds   for   the 
support   of  these   thousands   of  em- 
ployes, Butler  on  August  4  issued  a 
general  order  declaring  that  "  those 
who  have  brought  upon  the  city  this 
stagnation  of  business,  this  desolation 
of  the  hearthstone,  this  starvation  of 
the  poor  and  helpless,  should,  as  far 
as  they  may  be  able,  reheve  these  dis- 
tresses."    A  fund  of  $1,250,000  had 
been  subscribed  for  defence  against 
the  Union  forces,  and  Butler  exacted 
a  nunc  pro  tunc  from  many  of  these 
generous  but  disloyal  spirits  —  which 
coup    d'etat    netted    over    $300,000. 
Certain  cotton  brokers  who  had  ad- 
vised planters  not  to  send  cotton  to 
New   Orleans  were  mulcted  $29,000, 
thus  making  the  total  yield  $342,000. 
Moreover,    Butler    discovered    about 
$800,000  in  specie  at  the  office  of  the 
Netherlands  consulate.      On  May  10 
Butler  ordered  the  money  to  be  seized, 
but  the  consul  urged  the  inviolability 


of  a  foreign  representative  and  re- 
fused to  give  up  the  key  to  the  vault. 
Nevertheless  it  was  forcibly  taken  out 
of  his  pocket,  the  vault  was  opened 
and  the  money  removed,  being  placed 
the  next  day  in  the  United  States 
mint.  The  foreign  consuls  in  the  city 
protested  to  the  Government  at  Wash- 
ington whereupon  Seward  sent  Rev- 
erdy  Johnson  to  New  Orleans  to  in- 
vestigate. On  the  latter 's  advice  the 
money  was  surrendered  to  those  who 
claimed  it  as  foreign  property  and 
thus  Butler's  trouble  brought  little 
reward.* 

During  the  course  of  Butler's  ad- 
ministration at  New  Orleans  his  sol- 
diers were  considerably  annoyed  by 
the  population,  especially  the  female 
portion.  The  men  satisfied  their  long- 
ings for  vengeance  by  sullen  mutter- 
ings,  but  the  women  behaved  them- 
selves toward  the  officers  and  men  in 
such  ^\dse  that  it  speedily  became  alto- 
gether intolerable.  Not  content  with 
merely  entertaining  feelings  hostile 
to  Union  officers  and  soldiers,  they 
indulged  in  obtrusive  manifestations 
of  them,  reljang  upon  the  respect  and 
privileges  accorded  their  sex  for  im- 
munity from  retort  or  retaliation. 
No  indignity  that  could  be  thought  of 
was  left  untried.  They  turned  their 
backs  to  avoid  looking  at  the  soldiers, 


*  Respecting  tlie  foreign  consuls  and  tlieir  con- 
duct in  New  Orleans  see  Parton,  General  Butler 
in  New  Orleans,  pp.  354-406.  In  general  see  also 
A  Review  by  Judge  Pierrcpont  of  Gen.  BiMer^s 
Defence  before  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
Relation  to  the  New  Orleans  Gold  (1865)  ;  B.  F. 
Butler,  Autobiography  and  Personal  Reminis- 
cences.  Butler's  Book    (1892). 
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stepped  from  the  sidewalk  into  the 
street  so  as  not  to  meet  them,  drew 
away  their  skirts  to  indicate  a  dread  of 
contamination,  turned  up  their  noses, 
flaunted  miniature  secession  flags  in 
their  presence,  uttered  uncompliment- 
ary remarks  in  their  hearing,  and  in 
one  case  deliberately  spat  in  the  face 
of  an  officer  in  full  uniform  as  he  was 
on  his  way  to  church.  One  woman 
emptied  from  a  balcony  a  vessel  of 
dirty  water  on  Admiral  Farrag-ut  and 
another  officer  in  full  uniform.*  The 
({uestion  of  the  means  of  abating  this 
evil  was  not  so  easy  to  determine, 
for  ordinary  punishments  of  arrest, 
fine  and  imprisonment  were  inappli- 
cable. The  offences  were  too  vagnie, 
the  cases  too  numerous,  and  not  even 
a  fraction  of  these  female  malignants 
could  be  brought  into  a  pohce  court. 
Accordingly,  on  May  15,  after  consid- 
erable study,  Butler  published  his 
general  order  No.  28,  which  announced 
that  — 

"  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  have  been  subject  to  repeated  insults  from 
the  women  (calling  themselves  ladies)  of  New 
Orleans,  in  return  for  the  most  scrupulous  non- 
interference and  courtesy  on  our  part,  it  is  or- 
dered, that  hereafter,  when  any  female  shall,  by 
word,  gesture,  or  movement,  insult  or  show  con- 
tempt for  any  officer  or  soldier  of  the  United 
States,  she  shall  be  regarded,  and  held  liable  to 
be  treated,  as  a  woman  of  the  town  plying  her 
avocation."  t 

In  other  words,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  being  a  woman  of 
the  town,  it  would  be  necessary  to  stop 


all  such  proceedings  as  mentioned 
above.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of 
Butler's  choice  of  phraseology,  its 
effect  was  immediate.  The  insults 
ceased,  in  no  instance  was  the 
order  misunderstood  on  the  part  of 
the  troops,  and  not  one  arrest  was 
made  under  the  order.*  Mayor  Mon- 
roe and  others  attempted  to  have  the 
order  rescinded,  but  Butler  sent  him 
with  several  others  to  Fort  Jack- 
son and  placed  the  city  under  martial 
law.t  In  various  part  of  the  North 
Butler  w^as  sharply  and  bitterly  criti- 
cised, and  even  in  England  the  order 
was  called  infamous  and  "  the  model 
Republic  "  was  sneered  at.  J  The 
ladies  of  the  city  were  much  incensed, 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
280 ;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.    03.    note. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xv.,  p.  426 ;  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  x.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  00-61. 


*  Pollard's  language  respecting  "the  vulgar  and 
drunken  Butler "  is  particularly  violent,  he  as- 
serting that  the  order  stigmatized  as  prostitutes 
all  the  ladies  of  New  Orleans. —  Hecond  Year 
of  the  War,  pp.  17-21.  In  this  connection  see 
also  M.  Southwood,  "  Beauty  and  Booty "  the 
Watchicord  of  tiew  Orleans   (1867). 

t  Butler's  note  addressed  to  the  mayor  requires, 
as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  be  quoted: — "Sir  — 
There  can  be,  there  has  been,  no  room  for  misun- 
derstanding of  general  order  No.  28.  No  lady  will 
take  any  notice  of  a  strange  gentleman,  and  a 
fortiori  of  a  stranger,  in  such  form  as  to  attract 
attention.  Common  women  do.  Thereiore,  what- 
ever woman,  lady  or  mistress,  gentle  or  simple, 
who,  by  gesture,  look  or  word,  insults,  shows  con- 
tempt for,  thus  attracting  to  herself  the  notice 
of  my  officers  and  soldiers,  will  be  deemed  to  act 
as  becomes  her  vocation  of  common  woman,  and 
will  be  liable  to  he  treated  accordingly.  This 
was  most  fully  e.\plained  to  you  at  my  office.  I 
shall  not,  as  I  have  not,  abated  a  single  word  of 
that  order;  it  was  well  considered.  If  obeyed, 
it  will  protect  the  true  and  modest  woman  from 
all  possible  insult.  The  others  will  take  care  of 
themselves.  You  can  publish  your  letter  if  you 
publish  this  note,  and  your  apology." 

+  See  the  Saturday  Review  of  June  14  as  quoted 
by  Rhodes   (United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  93). 
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and  their  bitterness  made  itself  felt 
in  the  remonstrances  of  the  French 
minister  at  Washington.  It  is  prob- 
able  that   this   order   was   the   main 


cause  of  Butler's  removal  from  the 
command  of  New  Orleans,  which  was 
brought  about  by  Seward  in  Decem- 
ber.* 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

1S63. 

OPERATIONS    AT    CORINTH,    FORT    PILLOW,    MEMPHIS,    AND    VICKSBURG. 

Halleck's  Corinth  campaign  —  Mitchel's  raid  in  Alabama  —  The  Capture  of  Fort  Pillow  —  Defeat  of  the  Con- 
federate fleet  at  Memphis  —  Farragut's  operations  at  Vicksburg  —  The  battle  of  Baton  Rouge  —  Destruction 
of  the  Arkansas  —  The  engagement  at  St-  Charles,  Arkansas 


On  April  9  Grant  reported  to  Hal- 
leck  that  the  enemy  was  concentrated 
at  Corinth.  He  said  that  it  would 
demoralize  the  troops  to  retire  to  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  but  that 
it  was  quite  unsafe  for  them  to 
remain  longer  in  the  present  situ- 
ation without  large  reinforcements.* 
Accordingly,  after  the  surrender  of 
Island  No.  10,  Halleck  transferred 
General  Pope  and  liis  army  from  the 
Mississippi  River  to  the  Tennessee. 
On  April  22  Pope  landed  at  Hamburg, 
four  miles  above  the  battlefield  of 
Shiloli,  with  a  force  of  20,000  men. 
Halleck  had  arrived  before  him, 
reaching  Pittsburg  Landing  on  April 
11.  Beauregard  had  retreated  to 
Corinth,  about  20  miles  from  Shiloh, 
at  the  junction  of  the  Mobile  'and  Ohio 
and  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroads.  So  long  ha  the  Confed- 
erates held  Corinth,  Nashville  was 
endangered  on  the  one  hand,  while  on 


the  other  hand  operations  against 
Memphis  could  not  be  undertaken  to 
any  advantage.  Halleck  therefore 
saw  that  he  must  give  this  matter  his 
earliest  attention.  Previous  to  this, 
however.  General  0.  M.  Mitchel  after 
Buell's  departure  from  Nashville, 
March  28,  proceeded  with  his  division 
of  about  10,000  men  toward  the  main 
stations  of  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad  in  northern  Alabama, 
the  most  valuable  points  in  this  direc- 
tion being  Stevenson  or  Bridgeport 
on  the  east  or  Decatur  on  the  west. 
On  April  10  he  reached  Shelbyville, 
about  57  miles  from  Nashville,  and 
the  next  day  gained  a  point  about 
10  miles  distant  from  Huntsville. 
Mitchel  prepared  to  capture  the  city 
early  the  next  morning,  and  before 
dawn  his  troops  marched  in.  On  the 
12th  Stevenson  and  Decatur  were  oc- 
cupied, and  from  the  latter  city  the 
troops  advanced  to  Tuscumbia.     The 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  x..  pt.  ii.,  pp.  99-100. 


'  See  Life  of  Seward,  vol.  iii.,  p.   139. 
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extension  of  his  lines,  however,  in 
order  to  hold  the  railroad,  rendered 
his  situation  somewhat  precarious 
since  the  enemy  in  force  began  !to 
threaten  him  at  various  points.  On 
April  24,  therefore,  the  Union  troops 
retired  from  Tuscumbia  to  Jones- 
borough,  a  station  on  the  railroad 
near  Decatur,  and  three  days  later 
Deoatur  was  evacuated,  the  troops 
returning  to  Huutsville  and  then  has- 
tening to  Bridgeport,  where  the  Con- 
federates were  now  making  a  stand 
on  the  bridge.  On  April  29  Mitchel 
ordered  an  attack  upon  the  enemy 
and  drove  them  back  upon  the  Bridge- 
port road.  The  Confederates  failed 
in  an  attempt  to  blow  up  the  bridge 
and  the  Union  forces  secured  posses- 
sion of  it,  thus  giving  them  control  of 
the  crossings  of  the  river  from  Chat- 
tanooga Avestwardly.* 

Meanwhile  Halleck  was  busily  pre- 
paring for  an  advance  on  Beauregard 
at  Corinth.  His  right  wing  comprised 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  under 
Grant;  the  centre  consisted  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio  under  Buell;  and 
the  newly  arrived  Army  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi under  Pope  formed  the  left 
wing.f  Two  days  later  (April  30) 
General  Thomas  was  given  command 
of  the  right  wing  and  his  division  of 
the  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  added  to  it. 
The  order  also  organized  a  reserve 
corps  under  General  McClernand  and 
provided  that  Grant  should  retain  the 
general   command   of  the   district   of 


West  Tennessee,  including  the  army 
corps  of  the  Tennessee,  but  should 
act  as  second  in  command  under  Hal- 
leck.* On  April  29  the  army  began 
its  advance  gradually  but  steadily; 
in  the  jjicturesque  language  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman,  it  moved  "  with  pick 
and  shovel, "t  tor  day  after  day  it 
was  engaged  in  bridge-building, 
road-making  and  intrenching.  Gen- 
eral Sherman  took  possession  of  Mon- 
terey May  1,  and  two  days  later  Hal- 
leck was  within  about  eight  miles  of 
Corinth.  His  army  numbered  more 
than  100,000  men  while  Beauregard 
had  only  50,000  effective  troops.  Pope 
advanced  his  forces  on  the  left,  some 
10  miles,  by  extreme  exertions,  and 
on  May  3  ordered  a  reconnoissance 
toward  Farmiugton,  four  miles  east 
of  Corinth.  There  the  Confederates 
occupied  a  commanding  position,  but 
were  driven  out  by  assault.  On  May 
20  Halleck  commenced  regular  siege 
operations,  investing  Corinth  on  the 
north  and  east  at  about  four  miles' 
distance,  the  interval  being  gradually 
narrowed  by  second  and  third  paral- 
lels, until  on  the  27th  the  army  was 
within  1,300  yards  of  the  Confederate 
works  and  well  protected  with  bat- 
teries and  heavy  guns.  On  the  29th 
Pope  opened  upon  the  Confeder- 
ate intrenchments  and  soon  drove 
back  their  advance  battery.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day  Sherman 
established  another  battery  within 
1,000     yards     of     the     Confederate 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  p.  701  et  seq. 
f  Official  Records,  vol.  x.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  138. 


*Ibid,  vol.  X.,  pt.  ii.,  p.   144. 
t/fii'rf,  vol.  xvii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  83. 
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works,*  and  skirmishing  parties  were 
sent  out  at  daybreak  tlie  next  morn- 
ing. On  the  30th  Halleck  marched 
into  the  empty  intrenchments  at 
Corinth,  only  to  find  that  the  50,000 
men  composing  Beauregard's  army 
w^ere  retreating  at  leisure  to  Baldwin 
and  Okolona,  about  50  miles  to  the 
south.f  Soon  afterward  Pope  left  the 
West  to  take  command  in  Virginia. 
In  July  Halleck  resigned  his  com- 
mand, and  on  the  23d,  by  order  of  the 
President,  became  general-in-chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States.  Buell 
remained  in  Corinth  until  June  10 
when  he  moved  along  the  line  of  rail- 
road toward  Chattanooga,  soon  after- 
ward going  toward  Louisville  to 
checkmate  Bragg's  designs  on  Ken- 
tucky. On  June  18  Cumberland  Uapv 
was  occupied  by  General  G.  W.  Mor- 
gan and  was  held  liy  him  until  the 
autumn,  when  upon  the  invasion  of 
Kentucky  he  was  compelled  to  retire. 
Meanwhile,  Commodore  Foote,  who 
had  done  excellent  work  at  Island  No. 
]0,  left  New  Madrid  on  April  12,  and 
with  Ms  mortar  boats  and  transports 
proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  to  at- 
tack Fort  Pillow  or  Wright,  situated 
at  Chickasaw  Bluff,  about  40  miles 
above  Memphis,  near  Islands  Nos.  33 
and  34.  Pope  was  to  aid  Foote  by  a 
land  attack,  but  he  had  been  called 


*  See  Duyckinck,  Laic  Civil  ^yar,  vol.  ii..  pp. 
440-442. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v., 
chap.  .xix. ;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  717- 
720;  Force,  From  Fort  Henry  to  Corinth,  pp.  183- 
191:  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vii.,  pt. 
ii.,  pp.  52-,58 ;  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  86-87 ;  vol.  x., 
pt.  i.,  pp.  172-173. 


away    to    assist    in    the    operations 
against  Corinth.     The  deet  remained, 
however,  and  bombarded  the  fort  al- 
most daily.     On  May  9  Commodore 
Foote,    who    was    suffering    from    a 
severe  wound  received  at  Fort  Donel- 
son,  was  relieved  by  Captain  C.  H. 
Davis.*     On  May  10  the  Confederate 
gunboats    and    a    ram    attacked    the 
flotilla.     The   ram   attempted  to   run 
down  the  gunboat  Cincinnati,  Captain 
R.  M.  Stembel,  and  so  badly  damaged 
her   that    she    soon    afterward   sank. 
The  engagement  then  became  general, 
but  after  an  hour  of  severe  fighting  the 
Confederate  gunboats  remaining  after 
one  had  been  sunk  and  two  blown  up 
withdrew.     The  Union  fleet  then  pre- 
pared to  make  a  vigorous  assault  on 
Fort  Pillow,  but  on  the  night  of  June 
4  the  Confederates  evacuated  the  fort 
and  fled  down  the  river  toward  Mem- 
phis.      Lieutenant  -  Colonel     Charles 
Ellet    pursued    the    enemy,    and    on 
reaching  Fort  Randolph,  12  miles  be- 
low,  found  the  place   entirely  aban- 
doned,   guns    dismantled,    and    other 
evidences    of    hasty    departure.      On 
June  5  the  squadron  arrived  within 
two  miles  of  Memphis  where  it  an- 
chored for  the  night,  awaiting  the  de- 
cisive engagement  to  take  place  the 
next  day.t 

Soon  after  daylight  on  June  6  the 
Union  flotilla,  in  command  of  Davis, 
started  down  the  river  for  Memphis. 


*  J.  il.  Hoppin,  Life  of  Andreio  Hull  Foote, 
Rear-Admiral,  U.  S.  Navy  (1874). 

t  Maclay,  History  of  Nai^y,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  358- 
360;    Greene,   The  Mississippi,  pp.   14-15. 
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1.  A  SECTION  OF  FORT  PILLOW,  ERECTED  BY  THE  CONFEDERATES  ON  THE  EAST  BANK  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI, 

ABOUT  40  MILES  ABOVE  MEMPHIS,  TENN. 

2.  THE  SQUADRON  OF  FLAG-OFFICER  DAVIS,  LYING  AT  ANCHOR  TWO  MILES  ABOVE  MEMPHIS  IN  JUNE  OF  1862. 
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This  fleet  consisted  of  the  Benton,  16, 
Luuisville,  13,  Carondelct,  13,  Cairo, 
13,  St.  Louis,  13,  with  the  rams  Queen 
of  the   West,  Switzerland,  Monarch, 
and  Lancaster.    Altogether  the  fleet 
had  68  guns.     The  Confederate  fleet 
consisted  of  the  Little  Rebel,  2,  Bragg, 
3,  Beauregard,  4,  Price,  4,  Sumpter, 
3,  Thompson,  4,  Lovell,  4,  VanDorn, 
4  —  a  total  of  8  vessels  and  28  guns.* 
The  Union  rams  were  tied  to  the  river 
bank  but  after  the  flring  began  they 
cast  loose  to  take  part  in  the  conflict. 
( )ue  of  them,   however,  disabled  her 
rudder  and  the  other  remained  out 
of  range,  so  that  only  the  Queen  of 
the    West  and  the  Monarch  partici- 
pated in  the  fight.     These  two  pushed 
into  the  Confederate  line  and  threw 
it    into    confusion.     The   Union   gun- 
l)oats  hastily  followed  and  because  of 
their  vastly  superior  armament  soon 
put   the   Confederate   fleet    to   flight. 
The  battle  ended  about  10  miles  below 
the    city.     The    Lovell,    Beauregard 
and  Thompson  were  disabled  and  the 
Little    Rebel,    Price,    Sumpter    and 
Bragg  were  captured,  the   VanDorn 
escaping.     On  the  Union  side  only  the 
Queen  of  the  West  was  disabled.     In 
the  fight,  however,  the  Union  fleet  suf- 
fered   an    almost    irreparable    loss. 
Ellet  was  wounded  by  a  pistol  shot, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  at 
Cairo  on  June  21.  Immediately  after 
the  fight  the  mayor  in  reply  to  a  sum- 
mons to  surrender  informed  Captain 
Davis  that  there  were  no  troops  in  the 
town  with  which  to  oppose  him.     Ac- 


cordingly the  next  morning  Colonel 
G.  N.  Fitch  with  a  detachment  of 
troops  which  had  accompanied  the 
fleet  landed  and  took  possession  of 
the  city.* 

Meanwhile  after  receiving  tlie  sur- 
render of  ^lew  Orleans  late  in  April 
Farragut  pushed  several  of  his  sliips 
up  the  Mississippi  and  was  soon  glad- 
dened  by   the    surrender    of   all   the 
important    cities    below    Vicksburg, 
where  he   arrived   on   May  20.     Up 
to    this    time    the    Confederates    had 
taken  no  steps  to  fortify  Vicksburg, 
thinking  that   their   defences   on   the 
upper  river  at  Columbus,  Island  No. 
10,  and  Fort  Pillow  afforded  ample 
protection.  -When  Farragut  captured 
the  lower  forts  and  the  upper  defences 
had    fallen,    the    Confederates    made 
haste  to  create  a  formidable  barrier 
to  navi_gation  at  Vicksburg.    On  May 
12  several  Confederate  regiments  ar- 
rived   at    Vicksburg    and    began    to 
throw  up  fortifications  so  that  by  the 
time  Farragut  arrived  before  the  city 
six  batteries  were  ready  for  ser\dce. 
On  reaching  Vicksburg,  Farragut  de- 
manded its  surrender,  but  the  Con- 
federate   commander    refused.      The 
guns  of  the  Union  gunboats  could  not 
reach  the  heights,  and  Farragut  had 
only  two  regiments  of  land  forces  with 
him.     Hence,  as  he  could  not  attack 
hj   land,    there    was    nothing   to    do 
but  to  return  to  New  Orleans,  which 


*  Greene.  Thr.  Mississippi,  p.  15. 


*  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
34.3-34.5;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  i.,  pp.  449- 
4.')9;  ilaclay.  History  of  the  Nai-y.  vol.  ii..  pp. 
360-363. 
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he  did  on  June  1.  On  reacbin-g  there 
he  was  ordered  to  renew  the  attack, 
and  adopted  immediate  measures  to 
comply.  In  the  meantime,  however,  the 
Confederates  had  taken  advantage  of 
his  absence,  had  planted  some  more 
batteries,  and  were  better  a^le  to  cope 
with  his  fleet  than  ever  before.  Far- 
ragut  reached  Vicksburg  about  June 
25  accompanied  by  Porter  with  16 
mortar  boats  and  by  General  Thomas 
Williams  with  3,000  troops  and  2  bat- 
teries. Farragut  had  also  3  vessels 
of  war  and  7  gunboats  carr^-ing  in  all 
106  guns.  Opposing  the  Union  land 
forces  were  16,000  Confederate  troops 
under  General  Earl  VanDorn,  and 
the  Confederates  had  also  40  heavy 
guns  in  position  to  oppose  the  Union 
fleet.  On  reaching  Vicksburg  Wil- 
liams' brigade  was  landed  on  the 
Louisiana  shore  and  with  the  aid  of 
1,200  negroes  began  digging  a  canal 
across  the  peninsula  opposite  the  city. 
With  his  106  guns  and  Porter's  16 
mortar  vessels  Farragut  attacked  the 
Confederate  batteries,  but  they  were 
so  high  that  little  or  no  damage  was 
inflicted.  Having  failed  to  silence 
the  batteries,  Farragut  with  2  vessels 
and  5  gunboats  ran  the  batteries  on 
June  28.  The  fire  lasted  about  two 
hours  and  his  loss  was  15  killed  and 
42  wounded,  but  he  inflicted  no  dam- 
age on  the  Confederate  works.* 
Meanwhile  the  Union  fleet  under  Cap- 
tain C.  II.  Davis  had  descended  the 


Mississippi  and  on  July  1  joined  Far- 
ragut above  Vicksburg,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo  River.  A  sudden  rise 
in  the  river  destroyed  the  canal  being 
constructed  by  Williams,  who  then 
proposed  to  return  to  Baton  Eouge. 
Before  the  embarkation  commenced, 
however,  a  startling  accident  took 
place  on  July  15.  Early  in  May  the 
Confederate  ram  Arkansas  had  been 
carried  up  the  Yazoo  River.  Know- 
ing this,  early  on  the  morning  of  July 
15  some  light  gunboats  of  Davis' 
flotilla  were  sent  up  the  Yazoo  to 
obtain  information  regarding  the 
Arkansas  and  if  possible  to  destroy 
her.  Unexpectedly  the  Union  gun- 
boats encountered  the  Arkansas,  now 
iron-clad  and  mounting  10  guns.  The 
Union  gunboats  retreated,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  Arkansas.  Not  one  of 
Farragut 's  vessels  having  steam  up 
the  Confederate  ram  passed  through 
the  entire  fleet  and  proceeded  with- 
out injury  to  the  shelter  of  the  bat- 
teries at  Vicksburg.*  Farragut  was 
much  chagrined  at  tliis  and  deter- 
mined to  repass  the  batteries  the  same 
evening,  intending  to  bombard  and 
destroy  the  ram  in  passing.  He 
passed  the  batteries  in  safety  but  the 
darkness  prevented  the  destruction  of 
the  ram  which  received  no  damage. 
In  this  passage  Farragut  lost  20 
killed  and  wounded. f  On  July  20 
Farragut  received  orders  to  return  to 
New  Orleans  and  after  WiUiams  had 


*  Maclay,  History  of  the  Nai^y,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  410- 
412,   Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.   18-22. 


*  Maclay,    pp.    412-419;    Battles    and    Leaders, 
vol.  iii.,  p.  572  rt  seq. :  Greene,  pp.  23-24. 
tMaclay,  pp.  419-421. 
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embarked  his  men  started  down  the 
river  on  July  27,  Davis  on  the  same 
day  going  up  the  river  to  Helena. 

Since  Farragut  had  been  unsuccess- 
ful at  "\"icksburg,  the  Confederates 
determined  to  regain  possession  of 
Baton  Rouge.  The  ram  Arkansas 
was  to  attack  the  Union  gunboats, 
while  Breckinridge  from  Camp  Moore 


gunboats  the  Confederates  were 
driven  off.  The  Union  loss  was  84 
killed,  26G  wounded  and  33  missing, 
among  the  killed  being  General  Wil- 
liams. The  Confederate  loss  was  84 
killed,  315  wounded  and  57  missing.* 
The  Arkansas  did  not  take  part  in  the 
fight  and  the  next  morning  Com- 
mander W.  D.  Porter  in  the  Essex 
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was  to  assault  the  city  by  land.  The 
Union  forces  at  Baton  Rouge  con- 
sisted of  about  2,000  effective  men 
under  General  Thomas  Williams.  On 
-Vugust  4,  learning  of  the  approach  of 
the  Confederates,  General  Williams 
placed  his  troops  in  position  outside 
the  town,  and  the  next  morning  was 
attacked  by  the  Confederates.  For 
five  hours  the  battle  raged,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  mth  the  aid  of  the 


determined  to  make  another  effort  for 
her  destruction.  On  the  morning  of 
August  5  the  Essex  steamed  up  the 
river,  attacked  the  Arkansas,  and 
finally  blew  her  lap  after  her  crew  to 
the  number  of  200  had  escaped. 
Meanwhile  another  expedition  had 


'Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  582-584; 
Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  24-27;  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  80-82 ;  vol.  ix., 
pt.  i.,  pp.  75-77;   vol.  x.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  65-73. 
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started  to  meet  the  army  under  Cur- 
tis and  open  communication  with  it. 
Tliis  expedition  consisted  of  the  gun- 
boats 57.  Louis,  Lexinfiton,  Conestoc/a, 
and  Mound  City,  and  the  46th  Indiana 
regiment  under  Colonel  Graham  N. 
Fitch.  The  fleet  reached  the  mouth 
of  the  White  River  170  miles  below 
Memphis  on  June  14,  and  while  cau- 
tiously ascending  the  river  on  the  17th 
suddenly  came  upon  the  Confederate 
works  on  a  high  bluff  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
Charles,  Arkansas,  about  85  miles 
from  the  Mississippi.  On  learning  of 
the  approach  of  the  Union  vessels,  the 
Confederates  sunk  the  g-un'boat  Maii- 
rejjas  across  the  channel  and  trans- 
ferred her  guns  to  the  shore-battery. 
On  June  17  a  detachment  of  Federal 
troops  landed  below  the  bluffs,  and 
the  gunboats  opened  the  attack  upon 
the  Confederate  position,  the  Mound 
City  leading;  when  she  was  wdtliin  600 
yards  of  the  shore  a  42-pound  shell 
entered  her  casemate  and  exploded 
her  steamdrum;  badly  crippled  she 
was  towed  out  of  action  by  the  Co- 
nestoga,  and  the  other  boats  con- 
tinued the  attack.  The  commanding 
officer  of  the  land  forces  very  shortly 


signaled  them  to  stop  firing,  and  the 
troops  successfully  stormed  the  Con- 
federate battery.  The  Confederate 
loss  was  6  killed,  1  wounded,  and  8 
missing;  the  most  serious  Federal 
loss  was  on  the  Mound  City,  the  ma- 
jority of  her  crew  being  killed  by  the 
escaping  steam,  or  in  consequence  of 
jumping  into  the  river.  Of  175,  only 
3  officers  and  22  men  were  saved.  As 
there  were  no  Confederate  works 
farther  up  the  river,  this  action  gave 
control  of  the  White  River  to  the  Fed- 
erals.* The  expedition  was  unsuc- 
cessful, however,  failing  to  open  com- 
munications with  Curtis.  After  some 
skirmishing  with  the  Confederates, 
and  having  destroyed  some  ferry 
boats  at  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas, 
Curtis  returned  to  Helena  and  in  Sep- 
tember was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  Missouri, 
consisting  of  the  States  of  Missouri 
and  Arkansas  and  the  adjacent  In- 
dian Territory.  Helena  continued  to 
be  occupied  by  the  Union  troops,  but 
active  operations  were  suspended. 
This  closed  General  Curtis'  campaign. 


*  Malian,  The  Gulf  and  Inland  Waters,  p.  50; 
liattlrs  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  .552-553;  Greene, 
The  Mississippi,  pp.  17-18. 
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CHAPTEE    XIV. 

1862. 

END  OF   THE   PENINSULA   CAMPAIGN  :   JACKSON 's  VALLEY  CAMPAIGN. 

The  battle  of  Williamsburg  —  The  engagement  at  Eltham's  Landing,  West  Point —  The  naval  attack  on  Fort 
Darling  at  Drewry's  Bluff — McClellan's  dilatory  tactics  —  The  battle  at  Hanover  Court  House  —  The 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  or  Seven  Pines  —  The  beginning  of  Jackson's  Valley  campaign  —  The  battle  of  Kemstown 
—  The  battle  of  McDowell  —  The  engagement  at  Front  Royal  —  The  battle  of  Winchester  —  The  engage- 
ment at  Harrisonburg  —  The  battles  of  Cross  Keys  and  Port  Republic  —  Fremont's  resignation  —  Stuart's 
ride  around  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  —  The  battles  of  Oak  Grove,  Mechanicsville,  Gaines'  Mills,  Peach 
Orchard  (or  Allen's  Farm),  Savage  Station,  Glendale  (Frazier's  Farm,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  or  White 
Oak  Swamp),  and  Malvern  Hill  —  McClellan's  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing. 


The  evacuation  of  Yorktown  took 
McClellan    completely    by    surprise. 
Pie  had  made  no  provision  for  such  a 
contingency,  but  he  gave  orders  for 
immediate  pursuit,  while  he  himself 
remained  at  Yorktown  to  superintend 
the    embarkation    of    Franklin's    di- 
vision on  transports  which  were  to  go 
up  the  York  River.     By  noon  of  the 
4th  General  George  Stoneman's  cav- 
alry and  four  batteries  of  artillery, 
followed  by  Hooker's  division  of  in- 
fantry on  the  direct  road  from  York- 
town  to   Williamsburg,   and   Smith's 
division  from  Lee's  Mills,  were  on  the 
road  to  harass  the  Confederate  rear 
and  cut  oif  those  who  had  marched 
from  Lee's  Mills  and  by  that  road. 
Johnston  had  assembled  his  army  at 
Williamsburg    whence    his    head    of 
column    (Magruder's    division)    was 
ordered      to      continue      the      march 
toward    Richmond.     Stoneman    over- 
took   Stuart's    Confederate    cavalry 
about  midway  between  Yorktown  and 
Williamsburg  driving  it  steadily  back 
to  the  works  in  front  of  Williamsburg. 
Vol.  VIII  — 12 


The  battle  was  opened  early  the 
next  morning  by  Joseph  Hooker,  who 
advanced  on  Fort  Magruder.  Cuvier 
Grover's  brigade  began  the  attack  at  7 
o'clock  by  driving  in  the  Confederate 
skirmishers  and  two  batteries  were 
pushed  to  within  700  yards  of  Fort 
Magruder,  the  tire  of  which  was  si- 
lenced by  9  o'clock.  As  Lafayette 
McLaws  had  gone  on  toward  Rich- 
mond on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  Long- 
street  was  left  in  command  of  the 
Confederate  forces.  He  immediately 
placed  the  brigades  of  R.  H.  Ander- 
son and  Roger  A.  Pryor  with  some 
field-guns  in  the  works  previously 
held  by  McLaws.  Anderson  on  the 
right  and  Pryor  on  the  left  were 
thrown  against  Hooker,  followed  in 
quick  succession  by  C.  M.  Wilcox,  who 
reinforced  Anderson,  and  by  A.  P. 
Hill,  George  E.  Pickett's  brigade  be- 
ing brought  up  about  10  o'clock. 
These  tive  brigades  attacked  Hooker's 
three  brigades  in  an  attempt  to  turn 
the  left  held  by  Patterson's  New  Jer- 
sey brigade.     The  brigades  of  Grover 
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and  Taylor  were  sent  to  Patterson's 
support,  but  the  odds  were  too  great 


YORKTOWN 


and  Hooker's  line  gradually  fell  back. 
He  called  for  reinforcements,  but  not 
before  3  o'clock  did  Kearny's  division 
arrive  on  the  field.     The  latter  made 


a  vigorous  assault,  and  by  nightfall    i 
had  regained  a  part  of  the  field  from 
which  Hooker  had  been  driven  with 
a  loss  of  about  1,600  men. 

Meanwhile  E.  V.  Sumner,  who  had 
been  directed  by  McClellan  to  take  I 
command  of  the  troops  ordered  in 
pursuit  of  the  Confederates,  had  been 
employed  in  reconnoitering  on 
Hooker's  right  with  the  intention  of 
turning  the  Confederate  left.  Toward 
noon  General  W.  S.  Hancock  with  five 
regiments  and  a  l)attery  was  sent  to 
seize  a  redoubt  apparently  unoccu- 
pied on  the  Confederate  left,  one  of 
four  redoubts  northward  of  Fort 
Magruder;  he  had  accomplished  this 
by  midday  and  also  occupied  a  second 
empty  redoubt.  He  then  sent  back 
for  reinforcements,  as  he  was  now 
confronted  by  the  enemy.  Twice 
Sumner  ordered  two  brigades  to  re- 
inforce Hancock  and  twice  he  coun- 
termanded the  order,  finally  sending 
him  orders  to  return.  In  the  mean- 
time D.  H.  Hill's  division  had  been 
recalled  and  was  ordered  to  the  left 
of  the  Confederate  line.  General 
Jubal  A.  Early,  the  first  to  arrive  with 
his  brigade,  obtained  permission  from 
General  Johnston  to  attack  one  of  the 
batteries  which  was  annoying  the  Con- 
federate troops  near  Fort  Magruder. 
At  about  5  o'clock  Hill  and  Early 
with  two  regiments  each  pushed  for- 
ward through  dense  undergrowth  to 
an  open  field,  Earh^  in  advance. 
When  they  came  within  easy  range 
Hancock,  who  was  falling  back,  turned 
upon  Early,  poured  in  two  effective 
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volleys,  and  charged,  driving  Early 
back  upon  Hill  and  both  ivtnn  the  field, 
inflicting  a  loss  of  nearly  400  men, 
among  them  Early,  who  was  severely 
wounded.  Hancock's  loss  was  31.  At 
about  this  time  McClellan  arrived  on 
the  field  and  made  dispositions  for 
the  conflict  which  he  expected  would 
be  renewed  on  the  following  morning, 
but  during  the  night  Johnston  evacu- 
ated Williamsburg,  leaving  D.  H.  Hill 
to  bring  up  the  rear.  The  Union 
troops  engaged  numbered  about  20,- 
000  and  the  Confederates,  about  15,- 
000.  The  Union  loss,  mostly  in 
Hooker's  division,  was  456  killed, 
1,410  wounded  and  373  missing  or 
captured.  Incomplete  Confederate 
returns  show  a  loss  of  102  killed, 
1,458  wounded  and  133  captured  or 
missing.* 

Franklin  did  not  start  from  York- 
town  until  the  6th,  reaching  Eltham's 
Ijanding  above  West  Point  at  1  p.  m. 
where  he  embarked  his  troops  and 
awaited  orders.  The  greater  part  of 
the  Confederate  army  was  already 
beyond  striking  distance,  but  to  pro- 
tect its  trains  a  division  attacked 
Franklin  on  the  morning  of  the  7th 
and  engaged  him  until  3  p.  m.  when  it 
withdrew.     The   Union   loss  was   48 


*See  Jolinston,  Narrative  of  Military  Opera- 
tions; McC'lellan's  Own  Story;  Allan,  History 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Webb,  The 
Peninsula,  pp.  69-82;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  189-207;  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  376  et 
srq.;  J.  N.  Copee,  The  Battle  of  Williamsburg, 
Va.,  May  5,  1862  (1896);  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  270-273;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  48-57; 
vol.  v.,  pp.  43-47. 


killed,  110  wounded  and  28  missing; 
the    Confederate    loss,    8    killed    and 
40   wounded.*      Stoneman's    cavalry 
opened  communication  with  Franklin 
at  Eltham's  Landing  and  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  marched  from  Wil- 
liamsburg on  the  8th,  passing  through 
Barhamsville,    Roper's    Church,    and 
New  Kent  Court  House,  headquarters 
being  established  at  Cumberland  on 
the   south  side  of  the  Pamunkey  on 
the  15th,  and  on  the  16th  at  White 
House  where  a  permanent  depot  was 
organized.    General  Johnston  crossed 
the  Chickahominy  and  on  May  17  en- 
camped his  army  about  three  miles 
from  Richmond. 

Meanwhile  at  McClellan 's  request 
the  President  had  ordered  Flag-Offi- 
cer Louis  M.  Goldsborough  if  he 
deemed  it  proper  to  send  the  Galena 
and  tvfo  gunboats  up  the  James  River 
to  silence  some  Confederate  batteries 
there.  On  the  morning  of  May  8  Cap- 
tain John  Rodgers  with  the  Galena, 
Aroostook,  and  Port  Royal  went  up 
the  river,  silenced  one  of  the  batteries, 
drove  two  Confederate  gunboats  up 
the  river,  and  then  proceeded  against 
Fort  Darling  on  Drewry's  Bluff, 
eight  miles  below  Richmond,  a  strong 
position,  mounting  5  heavy  guns  man- 
ned by  the  crews  of  the  destroyed 
Merrimac  and  other  ships  at  Norfolk 
in  command  of  Captain  Farrand  of 
the  Confederate  navy.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th,  being  joined  by  the 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  221-222; 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  273- 
274;  vol.  v.,  pp.  47^9. 
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Monitor  and  the  Nauf/atiick,  Rodgers 
opened  fire,  the  Galena  leading  and 
anchoring  within  600  yards  of  the 
fort.  The  Monitor  could  not  bring 
her  guns  to  bear  and  the  brunt  of  the 
action  was  borne  by  the  Galena,  which 
after  a  contest  of  3i4  hours  withdrew, 
having  been  struck  28  times  and  los- 
ing 24  men  killed  and  wounded.  Two 
of  the  Confederate  guns  were  dis- 
mounted and  Farrand  reported  a  loss 
of  7  men  killed  and  8  wounded.* 
Meanwhile  McClellan's  calls  for  re- 
inforcements were  becoming  urgent 
and  persistent.  On  May  14  he  stated 
that  he  had  only  80,000  to  fight  double 
his  numbers  and  that  the  Government 
should  send  him  by  water  every  man 
that  could  be  mustered. f  Anxious  to 
leave  nothing  undone  to  help  and  en- 
courage McClellan,  Lincoln  afterward 
concluded  to  send  McDowell  with  his 
40,000  men  from  Fredericksburg  over- 
land to  join  McClellan,  either  north 
or  south  of  the  Pamunkey  River. 
McDowell  was  ordered,  however,  to 
keep  himself  always  in  a  position  to 
save  Washington  from  attack  and  so 
to  operate  as  to  put  his  left  wing  in 
communication  wdth  McClellan's  right 
wing.  In  order  to  do  this  more  quickly 
McClellan  was  ordered  to  extend  his 
right  wing  north  to  Richmond.! 
Nevertheless,  though  he  knew  on  May 


*  See  Allan,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  Naval 
War  Records,  vol.  vii. ;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
ii..  pp.  207,  222-223,  263,  269-270. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  26-27. 

t  Ibid,  pp.  26-27.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp.  382-383;  Webb,  The 
Peninsula,  pp.   85-86. 


11  that  the  Merrimac  had  been  de- 
stroyed and  though  word  of  the  prom 
ised  reinforcement  diel  not  reach  him 
until  a  week  later,  McClellan  went  on 
with  his  scientific  siege  operations  in 
a  lei.surely  manner  and  made  no  effort 
to  inflict  a  crushing  blow  while  he  had 
the  Confederate  army  in  front  of  him 
in  full  retreat.  On  the  contrary  on 
receiving  Lincoln's  note  he  protested 
that  McDowell  should  be  placed  ex- 
plicitly under  his  orders  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  sajdng  that  Lincoln's  order 
to  McDowell  rendered  it  impossible 
for  him  to  use  the  James  River  as  a 
line  of  operations  and  forced  him  to 
establish  depots  on  the  Pamunkey 
and  to  approach  Richmond  from  the 
north.*  In  this  manner  the  ten  days 
following  the  battle  at  Williamsburg 
were  passed  and  not  until  the  21st 
had  McClellan  brought  together  and 
established  his  army  in  line  on  the 
Chickahominy  at  White  House.  He 
then  began  to  build  bridges  over  the 
stream  which  consumed  ten  days  more 
because  of  the  difficult  nature  of  the 
work.  He  then  pushed  the  corps  of 
Heintzelman  across  the  river  and  re- 
tained those  of  Sumner,  Franklin  and 
Porter  on  the  north  side. 

On  May  25  the  corps  of  Keyes  and 
Heintzelman  had  crossed  the  river 
while  on  the  right  an  important  recon- 
noissance,  followed  by  the  capture  of 
the  place,  had  been  pushed  to  Mechan- 
icsville,  a  village  near  the  Chicka- 
hominy, five  miles  west  of  Cold  Har- 
bor and  about  the  same  distance  from 


'Official  Records,  vol.   xi.,   pt.   i.,   pp.  28-29. 
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Richmond.    Keyes'  corps  on  the  right 
hold  the  advance  beyond  the  Cliicka- 
hominy,  being  encamped  on  both  sides 
of  the  railroad  in  the  vicinity  of  Seven 
Pines  and  Fair  Oaks,  and  the  corps  of 
Heintzelman   was   in   the    rear,    also 
along  the  railroad,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Savage  Station.     In  the  ad- 
vance in  this  quarter  Silas  Casey  held 
the  front  with  his  division  of  about 
4,000  men,  nearly  all  raw  troops.  His 
force  was  stationed  within  si,x  miles 
of  Richmond,  his  pickets  extending  to 
within  five  miles  of  the  city.     D.  N. 
Couch's  division  of  Keyes'  corps  was 
next  behind  on  the  railroad.     Every- 
thing was  pushed  rapidly  forward  and 
on  May  25  an  order  was  issued  by  Mc- 
Clellan  requiring  the  troops  beyond 
the  Chickahominy  to  hold  themselves 
ready  for  battle  at  a  moment's  notice. 
But  just  on  the  eve  of  the  approach- 
ing great  contest  near  Richmond,  Mc- 
Clellan  received  information  that  R. 
H.   Anderson's   Confederate   brigade 
and  Stuart's  cavalry  were  near  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  that  L.  O'B.  Branch's 
brigade  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Han- 
over Court  House,  17  miles  north  of 
Richmond    to    his    right    and    rear. 
These  brigades  threatened  his  com- 
munications and  were  in  a  position  to 
reinforce  Jackson,  then  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  or  to  intercept  and  op- 
pose McDowell,  whose  advance  was 
then  eight  miles  south  of  Fredericks- 
burg.   Accordingly  McClellan  ordered 
General  Fitz-John  Porter  with  about 
12,000  men  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
these  positions,  to  destroy  the  bridges 


over  the  South  Anna  and  Pamunkey 
Rivers,  and  to  cut  the  railroad  directly 
connecting    Richmond     with     north- 
ern Virginia.     General  G.  K.  War- 
ren's small  brigade  had  already  been 
detailed  to  destroy  the  bridges,  had 
broken  off  all  means  of  communica- 
tion over  the  Pamunkey  as  far  as  Han- 
over   Court    House,    and    was    then 
posted  at  Old  Church.    On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th  Warren  moved  toward 
the  Court  House  on  a  road  running 
parallel    to    the    Pamunkey.      Porter 
started    from    New    Bridge    on    the 
Chickahominy  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th  with  G.  W.  Morell's 
division     of    infantry     and    W.     H. 
Emory's  cavalry  brigade  and  some  ar- 
tillery, and,  marching  by  way  of  Me- 
chanicsville    northward    towai-d    the 
Court  House,  about  noon  his  cavalry 
and  the  25th  New  York  infantry  en- 
countered a  portion  of  Branch's  bri- 
gade supporting  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, and  attempting  to  hold  the  road 
leading  to  the  Court  House.    Porter 
brought    up    a    Union    battery    and 
Daniel  Butterfield's  brigade  deployed, 
then  charged,  and  drove  the  Confeder- 
ates from  the  field,  capturing  one  gun. 
On  the  other  hand  a  part  of  the  25th 
New  York  w^as  captured  by  the  Con- 
federates.    Supposing  that  the  Con- 
federates had  retreated  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Hanover  Court  House,  Porter 
pursued  and  the  cavalry  under  Emory 
and    the    17th    New    York    overtook 
and  captured  a  large  number  of  the 
28th  North  CaroUna.    On  nearing  the 
junction  of  the  Ashland  and  the  Court 
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House  roads  a  part  of  John  H.  Mar- 
tindale's  brigade  was  sent  toward 
Ashland  to  guard  that  flank  against 
any  ai^proach  of  the  Confederates 
from  Richmond  and  to  destroy  the 
railroad  running  to  that  city.  Mar- 
tindale  struck  Branch's  brigade  near 
Peale's  Station,  was  immediately  at- 
tacked, and  driven  back  some  distance. 
On  learning  of  this  attack  Porter, 
whose  advance  had  reached  Hanover 
Court  House,  faced  about  his  entire 
column  and  marched  toward  Martin- 
dale's  position,  soon  striking  Branch 
on  the  left  and  rear  and  routing  him. 
Branch  retreated  to  Ashland  and 
formed  a  junction  with  Anderson's 
brigade  which  had  fallen  back  from 
McDowell's  front.  After  destrojing 
the  railroad  in  several  places  and 
opening  the  way  for  McDowell's  ad- 
vance from  Fredericksburg,  Porter 
returned  on  the  night  of  the  29th.  In 
the  engagement  of  the  27th  the  Union 
loss  was  62  killed,  223  wounded  and  70 
missing.  The  Confederate  loss  was 
73  killed,  192  wounded  and  730  pris- 
oners, of  whom  about  150  were 
wounded.* 

McClellan  had  felt  very  keenly  the 
necessity  of  McDowell's  support,  and 
he  hoped  every  day  to  have  that  gen- 
eral's aid  and  cooperation  in  view  of 
the  direct  assault  to  be  made  on  Rich- 
mond. On  May  17  Lincoln  ordered 
McDowell  ^^^th  Shields'  division  taken 


from  Banks  to  move  from  Fredericks- 
burg toward  Richmond  and  to  join 
MoClellan.*  This  plan  seems  to  have 
become  known  to  the  Confederate  gen- 
eral, Johnston,  who  realized  the  im- 
portance of  keeping  McDowell  at  a 
distance  from  Richmond.  With  great 
shrewdness  he  sent  Jackson  on  a  dash 
through  the  Shenandoah  Valley  (de- 
tails of  which  will  be  given  later)  for 
the  purpose  of  so  frightening  the  au- 
thorities at  Washington  that  McDow- 
ell 's  further  advance  Avould  be  stopped 
immediately  and  McClellan 's  calcula- 
tions based  upon  McDowell's  cooper- 
ation rendered  void.  The  Confeder- 
ate plan  worked  well  for  on  May  24 
McDowell  was  ordered  to  hasten  to 
the  rescue  of  Banks,  then  hard  pressed 
by  Jackson.  McClellan  had  an  army 
of  from  100,000  to  110,000  troops 
while  Johnston's  force  was  about  63,- 
000. t    On  May  2.5  General  Casey's  di- 


*  Webb,  The  Peninsula,  pp.  93-96;  Allan,  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia;  Official  Records,  vol.  xi. ; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  319-322;  Mc- 
Clellan's  Own  Story;  Confederate  Miliary  His- 
tory, vol.  iii.,  p.  276;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  57-62. 


•  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  28. 

"f  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  204.  Gen- 
eral Gustaviis  W.  Smith  estimates  the  forces  of 
the  two  armies  as  follows: 

Union  Army  present  for  duty: 

Sumner's   corps    17,412 

Heintzelman's  corps    16,999 

Keyes'  corps   17,132 

l^orter's  corps   17,546 

Franklin's   corps    19,580 

Engineers,  cavalry  and  provost  guard.  .  .        4.767 

Total 93,430 

Besides  these  about  5,000  troops  were  on  de- 
tached service.  .Johnston  estimated  the  strength 
of  his  army  at  73.928,  but  other  authorities  place 
it  at  62,696.  The  Official  Records  show  that  on 
May  21  Johnston's  army  numbered  53,688,  consist- 
ing of 

Smith's  division   10,592 

Longstreet's   division    13,816 
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vision  of  the  4tli  corps  advanced  from 
Seven  Pines  to  Fair  Oaks,  and  threw 
up  works  covering  the  road.  On  the 
30th  two  brigades  of 'Kearny's  divi- 
sion of  the  3d  corps  were  advanced 
about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  in  front 
of  Savage  Station  to  within  support- 
ing distance  of  Casey.  General 
Couch's  division  of  the  4th  corps  was 
at  Seven  Pines  and  General  Hooker's 
division  of  the  3d  corps  was  on  the 
border  of  White  Oak  Swamp.  John- 
ston from  his  works  three  miles  in 
front  of  Richmond  learned  that  Keyes 
had  advanced  his  line  to  Fair  Oaks, 
and  as  this  offered  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  an  attack  he  determined 
to  make  it  the  next  day,  proposing  to 
throw  23  of  his  27  brigades  against 
Keyes  and  Ileintzelman,  and,  with  four 
brigades  along  the  line  of  the  river 
from  New  Bridge  to  Meadow  Bridge, 
prevent  the  rest  of  McClellan's  army 
from  crossing  the  Chickahominy.  He 
proposed  to  advance  against  Keyes' 
corps  by  way  of  the  Charles  City,  Wil- 
liamsburg and  Nine  Mile  roads  and 
drive  it  back  in  disorder  on  Heintzel- 
man,  and  then  capture  or  annihilate 
those  two  corps  before  any  assistance 
could  reach  them  from  the  north  bank 


Magruder's    division    (including   that   of 

D.  R.  Jones )     15,92« 

D.  H.  Hill's  division 11,151 

Cavalry  and   reserve  artillery 2,209 

Ten  days  later  tliis  force  had  been  increased 
by  A.  P.  Hill's  division  estimated  at  4,000  and 
Huger's  division  estimated  at  5,008,  making  a 
total  of  62,690. —  See  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  219.  See  also  R.  M.  Hughes,  Life  of  Johns- 
ton, p.  148. 


of  the  river.  There  was  some  mis- 
understanding of  orders  and  much 
consequent  delay,  but  at  noon  of  the 
31st  General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  of 
four  brigades  deployed  in  double  line 
on  either  side  of  the  Williamsburg 
road,  advanced  on  Casey's  division 
at  Fair  Oaks  and  after  a  severe  fight 
of  two  hours  drove  it  back  upon 
Couch's  division  at  Seven  Pines.  Hill 
now  received  a  reinforcement  of  one 
brigade  while  Couch  and  Keyes  were 
reinforced  by  two  brigades  of 
Kearny's  division.  The  struggle  was 
then  renewed  at  Seven  Pines  with  the 
result  that  the  entire  Union  force  was 
driven  back  to  a  line  of  intrenchments 
about  a  mile  in  the  rear,  which  posi- 
tion was  held. 

General  G.  W.  Smith  with  several 
Confederate  brigades  was  watching 
the  Chickahominy  under  orders  to  en- 
gage any  troops  that  might  cross  the 
stream  to  assist  Keyes  and  Heintzel- 
man,  or  if  none  came  he  was  to  fall 
upon  the  right  flanks  of  the  Union 
lines  engaged.  Smith  waited  for  some 
time,  and  then,  believing  that  no  Union 
troops  would  cross  to  the  south  bank 
of  the  stream,  attempted  to  make  a 
flank  attack  but  it  miscarried  because 
of  the  timely  arrival  of  General  Sum- 
ner on  the  south  bank  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy. Only  four  of  Sumner's  regi- 
ments had  formed  when  Smith  at- 
tacked. Two  more  regiments  soon 
followed  and  these  six  with  Couch's 
troops  checked  all  efforts  of  Smith's 
four  brigades  to  dislodge  them  and 
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fhey   saved   the   day    at   Fair   Oaks. 
Israel  B.  Richardson,  meanwhile,  had 
been   unable    to   get   more    than    one 
brigade  of  his  division  over  the  lower 
bridge  and  Avas  obliged  to  move  up 
and  follow  John  Sedgwick's  division 
over  the  grape-vine  bridge.     This  so 
delayed  him  that  his  division  did  not 
come  up  until  nightfall  when  it  formed 
on  Sedgwick's  left,  extending  toward 
a    brigade    of    Heintzelman's    corps, 
while  Hooker,  coming  to  the  support 
of   the   defeated   troops   in   the   Wil- 
liamsburg road,  filled  vacant  spaces  in 
the  line.     There  Avere  noAV  three  corps 
across  the  Chickahominy  in  continu- 
ous order  ready  for  action  the  folloAv- 
ing  morning.     Near  the  close  of  the 
day  General  Johnston,  the  Confeder- 
ate commander,  Avas  severely  Avounded 
and    the    connnand    developed    upon 
General  G.  W.  Smith.    On  the  morn- 
ing of  June  1  the  Confederates  at- 
tacked and  at  some  parts  of  the  line 
the  fighting  Avas  severe,  but  the  advan- 
tage remained  Avith  the  Union  troops 
Avho  regained  most  of  the  ground  lost 
the  previous  day.    On  June  1  General 
Robert  E.  Lee  Avas  placed  in  command 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  but 
he  did  not  take  charge  of  affairs  on 
the  field  until  the  fighting  Avas  over 
and  on  June  2  AvithdreAv  to  his  lines 
around  Richmond,  from  Avhich  Johns- 
ton had  advanced  on  May  31.     The 
Union  forces  engaged  at  Fair  Oaks 
numbered    about    36,000    and    their 
losses  Avere  4,384  killed  and  wounded 
and  684  missing.     The   Confederate 
forces    numbered    about    32,000    and 


their    losses    were    5,729    killed    and 
wounded,  and  405  missing.* 

We  have  seen  that  McDowell  did  not 
join  McClellan  because  he  had  been 
ordered   to    assist   Banks    then    hard 
pressed  by  Stonewall  Jackson  in  the 
Shenandoah    Valley.     Active    opera- 
tions   in    the    Valley    began    late    in 
February   by   the   movement   of   two 
Union  divisions  across  the  Potomac 
to  Harper's  Ferry  and  an  adA-ance  on 
Winchester  near  whicli  Lander's  di- 
vision  from  Romney  and  the   south 
branch   of    the    Potomac   joined    the 
column.     On  March  8  and  9  General 
Johnston    evacuated    Manassas    and 
Centreville  and  Jackson  Avith  his  5,000 
men   under   Johnston's    order    aban- 
doned Winchester  on  the  night  of  the 
11th  as  he  Avas  about  to  engage  Gen- 
eral Banks,  and  retreated  up  the  Val- 
ley 42  miles  to  Mount  Jackson  folloAved 
by  Sliields'  (formerly  Lander's  divi- 
sion) of  Banks'  corps.    On  March  20 
Shields    moved   back    to    Winchester 
followed  by  Jackson.     Liformed   on 
the  inarch  that  part  of  Banks'  corps 
AA-as  being  sent  from  the  Valley  to 
reinforce  McClellan  east  of  the  Blue 


•  Allan,  Army  of  Northern  Virgiyiia;  Batfles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  ii..  pp.  211-263;  OfPeial  licconU, 
vol.  xi.:  ^A'alkel■.  Hi.^tory  of  the  Seeond  Army 
Corps:  \\ebh.  The  I'minsula,  pp.  97-117;  Mc- 
Vlellan's  Oim  ktnr,,;  Aliclne,  Life  of  General  Mc- 
Clellan; Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  2.3- 
28 ;  Kicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
386-391;  G.  AA'.  Minder,  The  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks; 
a  Reply  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  (1874)  ; 
E.  C.  Stedman,  Kearny  at  Seven  Pines;  J.  W.  De- 
Peyster,  Personal  and  Military  History  of  Philip 
Kearny  (1870);  Confederate  Military  History. 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  277-280;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  62-71;  vol.  v., 
pp.   49-56;    vol.   vi.,   pp.    161-163. 
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1.  REAR  VIEW  OF  THE  OLD  FRAME  HOUSE.  ORCHARD,  AND  WELL,  AT  SEVEN  PINE?,  WHERE  SOME  OF  THE 
FIERCEST  FIGHTING  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF  FAIR  OAKS  TOOK  PLACE.  AFTER  THE  B.ATTLE  400  SOLDIERS  WERE 
BITIIED  HERE. 

2.  THE  •■  REDHOT  B.^TTERY  "  AT  FAIR  OAKS.  THIS  BATTERY  (MCCARTHY'S)  AND  MILLER'S  B.iTTERY  OPENED 
UP  SUCH  A  HEAVY  FIRE  TILil  THE  CONFEDERATES  WERE  CHECKED.  THE  GUNS  BECAME  SO  HOT  TH.A.T  ONLY 
WITH  THE  GREATEST  CARE  COULD  THEY  BE  SWABBED  AND  LOADED. 
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Ridge,  Jackson,  in  order  to  detain  it 
in  tlie  valley,  pressed  Shields  closely, 
his  advance  cavalry  under  Turner 
Ashby  engaging  Shields  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  22d  near  Kernstown,  in 

which  action  Shields  received  a  severe 

• 

shell  wound.    On  the  afternoon  of  the 
23d  Jackson  came  up  and  being  in- 
formed   that    Williams'    division    of 
Banks'    corps    had    left    Winchester 
and    was   moving   through    the   Blue 
Ridge  for  Manassas  Junction,  though 
Shields  had  but  four  regiments  in  his 
front  he  determined  to  crush  these  and 
thus   to   recall   Williams   and   detain 
him  in  the  Valley.    Shields  had  nearly 
7,000    infantry   and   cavalry    and   24 
guns,  two  of  his  brigades  on  the  ridge 
covering  the  road  one-half  mile  north, 
of  Kernstown,  both  under  command  of 
Colonel    Nathan    Kimball.      Jackson 
had  about  3,000  infantry  and  27  guns. 
Kimball  was  too  well  posted  to  attack 
iu  front,  so  leaving  Ashby  with  the 
cavalry  and  a   small  brigade  of  in- 
fantry to  hold  the  road  and  threaten 
Kimball's    centre    and   left,   Jackson 
seized  a  low  ridge  on  Kimball's  right, 
where  he  placed  his  artillery  and  in- 
fantry.    General  Erastus  B.  Tyler's 
brigade,  which  had  been  beld  in  re- 
serve, was  now  brought  up  and  made' 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  dislodge  Jack- 
son,    whereupon     Kimball,     dra-sving 
from  his  left  and  centre,  formed  a 
column  of  seven  regiments  and  in  a 
terrific  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry 
came  ui>  on  Tyler's  left,  finally  break- 
ing Jackson's  line.     Kimball  pressed 
his  advantage  so  that,  as  night  fell, 


Jackson  was  in  full  retreat,  leaving 
one  piece  of  artillery  and  three  cais- 
sons on  the  field  beside  his  killed 
and  wounded.*  The  Union  loss  was 
118  killed,  450  wounded  and  22 
missing.  The  Confederate  loss  was 
80    killed,     375     wounded     and    263 

missing,  t 

Jackson's   action   had   the   desired 
effect.     Williams,  then  on  the  march 
through  Snicker's  Gap   of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  was  recalled  and  Banks  again 
pursued  Jackson  up  the  Valley  as  far 
as  Harrisonburg,  66  miles  from  Win- 
chester.    Jackson  fell  back  to  Swift 
Run  Gap  in  the  Blue  Ridge   on  the 
road  to  Gordonsville  Avhere  he  awaited 
an    opportunity   to    strike    Banks    in 
flank  and  rear  should  he  advance  from 
Harrisonburg  to  Staunton.  The  Union 
forces   were     now   widely    scattered. 
Banks  had  a  little  arniy  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley ;  Fremont,  for  whom  the 
Mountain  Department  had  been  cre- 
ated, had  another  in  West  Virginia; 
wliile  McDowell  was  marching  to  rein- 
force McClellan,  also  keeping  in  mind 
the  protection  of  the  National  capital. 
Fremont's   appointment  was  due   to 
the  importunity  of  Republican  poli- 
ticians.   Having  \delded  to  the  solici- 
tation of  Fremont's  friends,  Lincoln 
detached  Louis  Blenker's  division  of 
10,000  from  McClellan  and  gave  it  to 
Fremont  who  promised  to  undertake 
a  campaign  across  the  mountains  with 
a  view  to  seizing  the  railroad  near 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.,  pt.   i.,  p.  379. 

t  See  Allan,  Jackson's  VaUey  Campaign;  Offi- 
cial Records,  vol.  xii.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  302-313. 
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Knosville  and  relieving  the  Unionists 
of  east  Tennessee.    Thus  when  Banks 
had  driven  Jackson  back  from  Kerns- 
town,  the  situation  in  tlie  Shenandoah 
Valley  was  as  follows :    At  Harrison- 
burg- was  Banks  with  about  8,000  men 
with  orders  from  President  Lincoln 
to  fall  back  to  Strasburg.     Shields' 
division  of  10,000  men  at  New  Market 
had  been  ordered  to  join  General  Mc- 
Dowell at  Fredericksburg.     Fremont 
had  15,000  troops  at  various  points  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.    One  of  these 
detachments,  about  3,500  strong,  was 
under  Robert  H.  Milroy  at  a  place 
called  McDowell  on  the  Staunton  and 
Parkersburg  turnpike,  40  miles  from 
Staunton.    Another  detachment  under 
Schenck,  about  2,200  strong,  was  at 
Franklin,  34  miles  north  of  McDowell. 
Jackson's    force    now    consisted    of 
about  20,000  troops,*  while  the  Union 
forces  opposed  to  him  were  half  again 
as  large  without  taking  into  account 
McDowell's    army   of   30,000.     After 
considerable      correspondence      with 
General  Lee,  Jackson  was  allowed  to 
choose    the    plan    of    action    which 
seemed  best  to  him.f    Accordingly  he 
promptly    matured    his    plans,    but, 
thinking    Banks'   intention    when    at 
Harrisonburg    was    to    advance    on 
Staunton,  25  miles  distant,  he  awaited 
an  opportunity  to  strike  him  in  flank, 
but    Banks    did    not    give    him 


-    the 
chance  he  was  looking  for. 
Meanwhile,  Staunton    was    threat- 

*  Regarding  the  number  see  the  note  in  Rhodes, 
United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  13. 

t  See  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.,  pt.  iii.,  pp  866 
S70,  872,  875,  878. 


enod  from  another  direction.    Edward 
Johnson's   command  of   about  3,000 
men  with  three  batteries  which  had 
held  Monterey,  50  miles  from  Staunton 
on  the  road  to  West  Virginia,  was 
being  driven  back  by  the  brigades  of 
Milroy  and  Schenck,  Milroy  arriving 
at  McDowell,  12  miles  east  of  Mon- 
terey on  May  1,  where  he  awaited  a 
junction  with  Schenck  who  had  been 
ordered  to  march  from  Romney  and 
Moorefield,  thence  to  join  Milroy  by 
way  of  Franklin.     Johnson,  pressed 
by  Milroy  in  front  and  threatened  by 
Banks  in  rear,  had  fallen  back  to  West 
View,  seven  miles  from  Staunton  on 
April  20.     On  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th    Jackson,    leaving    Kimball    at 
Swift  Run  Gap  to  hold  Banks  in  check, 
marched  with  8,000  men  and  a  good 
supply  of  artillery  to  Mechum's  River 
Station  of  the  Virginia  Central  Rail- 
road,  from  which   point   the   troops 
were  taken  by  train  to  Staunton,  while 
the  artillery  and  trains  went  by  road 
through  Rockfish  Gap.    On  the  even- 
ing of  May  5  all  the  troops  had  arrived 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  Johnson 
advanced  from  Buffalo  Gap,  the  next 
day  pushed   back   Milroy 's   advance 
party  and  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
reached  Sitlington's  Hill  where,  two 
miles  away  in  the  valley,  he  saw  Mil- 
roy's  forces  drawn  up  in  battle  order 
to  receive  him. 

The  battle  was  opened  by  artillery 
against  the  hill  where  Johnson  was 
fonning  his  command.  A  desultory 
artillery  fire  and  skirmishing  were 
kept  up  until  late  in  the  afternoon 
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when  Milroy,  who  had  been  joined  by 
Robert  C.  Schenek  \\itli  1,500  men,  at- 
tempted to  drive  Johnson  from  his 
position.  Jackson  then  came  up  and 
sent  his  regiments  to  Johnson's  as- 
sistance, whereujDon,  toward  dark, 
Milroy  withdrew  to  McDowell.  The 
Union  forces  engaged  numbered  about 
2,50()  men  and  their  loss  was  28  killed 
and  225  wounded.    The  Confederates 


had  about  6,000  engaged  and  lost  75 
killed  and  -124  wounded.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  9th  Schenek  withdrew  from 
McDowell  and  by  easy  stages  reached 
Franklin  on  the  11th.  Jackson  quickly 
followed  and  overtook  Schenek  at 
Franklin  on  the  12th,  but  tinding  him 
too  strongly  posted  for  a  successful 
attack,  set  out  on  his  return  march  to 
McDowell,  thence  to  Mt.  Solon  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  near  Harrison- 
l)urg  where  he  prepared  for  the  cam- 
paign that  began  ^vith  the  defeat  of  a 
detachment   of   Banks'   corps   in    an 


engagement  at  Front  Royal  on  May 
23.* 

Front  Royal,  Virginia,  was  12  miles 
east  of  Strasburg  and  was  the  key  to 
Luray  Valley,  down  which  Jackson 
was  sweeping.  On  May  2.3,  1862,  the 
town  was  held  by  Colonel  John  R. 
Kenly  with  nine  companies  of  the  1st 
Maryland  infantry,  two  companies  of 
the  29th  Pennsylvania,  one  company 
of  the  28th  New  York,  and  a  section 
of  J.  M.  Knap's  battery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Atwell,  in  all 
about  900  men.  Soon  after  noon  of 
the  23d  Stonewall  Jackson  drove  in 
Kenly 's  pickets  and  advance  guard 
and  pushed  entirely  through  the  town. 
On  a  ridge  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
town  Kenly  made  a  stand  and  was 
there  joined  by  100  men  of  the  5th 
New  York  cavalry,  but  was  soon 
flanked  and  pushed  across  both 
branches  of  the  Shenandoah.  On  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  he  again  made 
a  stand  and  for  some  time  resisted 
with  artillery  and  musketry  all  efforts 
to  cross.  Jackson,  however,  sent  his 
cavalry  across  the  stream  both  above 
and  below  the  bridges,  flanking 
Kenly's  position  and  compelling  him 
to  fall  back  toward  the  cross-road 
leading  to  Middletown.  He  had  gone 
but  a  short  distance  when  the  rear 
guard  of  his  cavalry  became  stam- 
peded, resulting  in  the  capture  of  all 


*  See  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.;  Allan,  Jackson's 
Vnlleii  Campaign;  R.  L.  Dabney,  Life  and  Cam- 
paigns of  Lieutenant  General  Thomas  J.  Jach- 
soii :  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol  ii.,  pp.  279-280, 
285-287,  298;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
ii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  .56-58;  vol.  iii.,  pp.  228-232. 
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his  infantry  together  with  Atwell's 
two  guns  and  the  entire  supply  train. 
Nearly  all  the  New  York  cavalry  es- 
caped. The  Union  loss  was  19  killed, 
56  wounded  and  718  captured,  while 
the  Confederates  lost  only  11  killed 
and  15  wounded.  Jackson  pushed  on 
after  Banks,  leaving  Colonel  Z.  T. 
Conner  with  the  12th  Georgia  and  a 
battery  at  Front  Royal.  On  the  30th 
the  1st  Rhode  Island  cavalry,  the  ad- 
vance of  McDowell's  corps,  dashed 
into  the  town,  surprised  Conner,  and 
captured  156  officers  and  men  and  one 
gun,  the  loss  in  the  cavalry  being  8 
killed  and  5  wounded.* 

This  movement  turned  Banks'  for- 
tified position  at  Strasburg,  so  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  he  retreated 
northward  on  the  valley  pike ;  he  was 
struck  in  flank  by  Jackson  at  Middle- 
town  and  Newtown  but  foiled  the  lat- 
ter's  efforts  to  intercept  him  and, 
after  a  running  fight  from  Middletown 
to  Winchester,  halted  late  on  the  night 
of  the  24th  at  Winchester  to  give  bat- 
tle. Banks  had  between  7,000  and 
8,000  men  and  16  guns.  In  order  to 
cover  the  Front  Royal  and  Millwood 
roads,  Colonel  Donnelly's  small  bri- 
gade supported  by  8  guns  was  judi- 
ciously placed  on  rising  ground.  On 
the  right  Colonel  Gordon's  brigade 
held  the  low  ridge  running  southwest 
from  the  town  and  west  of  the  valley 
turnpike  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
suburb,  its  left  resting  on  the  turnpike 


*  Hat  ties  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  298-289,  302, 
310-311;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  235-238. 


and  its  right  extending  westward 
along  the  ascending  ridge  in  front  of 
Winchester.  Five  companies  of  Michi- 
gan cavalry  were  held  in  reserve  un- 
der cover  of  the  ridge.  Between 
Gordon  and  Donnelly  was  an  interval 
of  nearly  a  mile  wliich  was  filled  by 
the  principal  part  of  General  John  P. 
Hatch's  cavalry  brigade  and  two  guns. 
Thus  the  line  formed  an  arc  covering 
Winchester  from  the  west  around  by 
the  south  to  the  east.  Jackson  con- 
fronted this  position  with  16,000  men 
and  48  guns,  the  main  body  of  his 
troops  lying  close  to  Gordon,  while 
Richard  S.  Ewell  with  two  brigades 
which  had  marched  directly  from 
Cedarville  on  Winchester  came  op- 
posite Donnelly's  position.  Jackson 
proposed  to  hold  Gordon  in  his  pres- 
ent location,  throw  Ewell 's  forces 
against  those  under  Donnelly,  and 
then  move  his  main  body  around  Gor- 
don's  right  and  anniliilate  what  was 
e.xpected  to  be  a  disorganized  and  de- 
moralized army.  At  about  4  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th  Ewell  ad- 
vanced the  21st  North  Carolina  and 
opened  with  his  artillery.  From  be- 
hind the  stone  fences  a  severe  front 
and  flank  fire  was  poured  into  the 
North  Carolina  troops  and  as  they 
fell  back  Captain  Best's  guns  threw 
canister  into  their  disordered  ranks, 
causing  a  loss  of  80  officers  and  men. 
Ewell  then  brought  up  two  batteries 
and  an  artillery  duel  ensued  which 
soon  ceased  as  a  heavy  fog  settled 
over  the  field.  Ewell  made  two  at- 
tempts  to  turn   Donnelly's   left  and 
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gain  the  Martinsburg  Road  in  bis 
rear.  Donnellj-  cbecked  these  at- 
tempts, though  he  lost  some  ground, 
Ijut  at  this  moment  be  was  ordered  to 
fall  back  as  Gordon  bad  been  driven 
from  position  and  was  retreating 
throudi  Winchester. 


At  daybreak  Jackson  attacked  Gor- 
don's brigade  with  six  of  bis  own,  and 
after  several  repulses  got  bis  artil- 
lery into  position,  opened  on  Gordon's 
front  and  gradually  moved  two  bri- 
gades around  Gordon's  right.  On  de- 
tecting the  movement  Gordon  poured 
a  destructive  fire  into  the  Confederate 
ranks  but  could  not  stop  them.    With 


almost  perfect  alignment  the  two  bri- 
gades flanked  Gordon's  two  right  regi- 
ments and  drove  them  back  in  some 
disorder,  as  they  did  also  five  com- 
panies   of    Michigan    cavalry    which 
were  then  brought  up.    At  this  junc- 
ture Jackson  ordered  forward  his  en- 
tire line  of  six  brigades,  whereupon 
Gordon    sounded    a    retreat    through 
Winchester.    Hatch's  cavalry  and  the 
artillery  covered  the  retreat  until  the 
cavalry  was  well  on  the  Martinsburg 
road.     Including  the  engagement  at 
Front   Royal   and   the    retreat   from 
Strasburg  to  the  Potomac  May  23  to 
25,   Banks'   loss   was    62   killed,    243 
wounded,   and  1,714  missing.     Jack- 
son's loss  was  68  killed,  329  wounded, 
and  3  missing.* 

Meanwhile  Fremont  and  McDowell, 
moving  respectively  from  Frankbn  on 
the  west  and  Fredericksburg  on  the 
east,  were  converging  at  Strasburg 
in  Jackson's  rear  to  cut  him  off,  upon 
which  he  abandoned  his  demonstra- 
tion on  Harper's  Ferry  and,  starting 
from  W^illiamsport  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  31,  by  a  rapid  march 
slipped  through  the  net  prepared  for 
him  and  arrived  at  Strasburg  on  June 
1,  Fremont's  skirmishers  being  within 
a  mile  of  the  road  over  which  he 
passed.  The  next  day  Fremont  set 
out  on  a  stern  chase  along  the  valley 
pike  while  Shields'  division  (now  of 
McDowell's  corps),  marching  by  the 


*  Allan,  Jacl-son's  Valley  Campaign;  Official 
Kcconlfi,  vol.  xii.:  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii., 
p.  282  ef  seq.:  Vonfrdrratr  Military  History,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  239-244;   vol.  vi.,  pp.   163-165. 
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Luray   Valley,    endeavored   to    reach 
Jackson's  rear  or  strike  him  in  flank. 
Fremont   pressed  Jackson's   rear   so 
closely  that  after  several  sharp  en- 
counters    he     was     driven     steadily 
through    Woodstock,    Edenburg    and 
Mount  Jackson.    Jackson  avoided  any 
general    engagement    and    upon    his 
arrival    at    Harrisonlnirg    sent    his 
wounded  to  Staunton,  then,  on  June 
6,   turning  to   the   left,   marched  to- 
ward    Port     Republic.       Later     in 
the  day  Jackson's  rear  guard,  con- 
sisting   of    two    regiments    of    Vir- 
ginia cavalry  under  Turner  Ashby, 
halted  two  miles  southeast  of  Har- 
risonburg.    Colonel  Percy  Wyndham 
with  the  1st  New  Jersey  cavalry  and 
a  battalion  of  the  4th  New  York,  mov- 
ing    from     Harrisonburg,     attacked 
Ashby  and  was  defeated  with  a  loss 
of  several  men  killed  and  wounded 
and  about  60  taken  prisoners,  includ- 
ing Wyndham  himself.    General  Bay- 
ard then  pushed  forward  with  cavalry 
and  infantry  whereupon  Ashby  fell 
back,  sending  to  Jackson  for  infantry 
support  and  receiving  the  1st  Mary- 
land, and  44th,  52d,  and  58th  Virginia 
regiments.    A  few  miles  beyond  Har- 
risonburg, Bayard  attacked  with,  the 
Pennsylvania      "  bucktails  "      under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  L. 
Kane  and  in  the  engagement  Ashby 
was  killed  and  Kane  was  wounded  and 
captured.    Meanwhile  on  the  left  the 
60th  Ohio  infantry  and  1st  Pennsyl- 
vania cavalry  drove  in  the  Confeder- 
ate skirmish  line  without  loss  on  either 


side.  The  Confederates  then  re- 
treated in  the  direction  of  Port  Re- 
iniblic  and  the  Union  forces  retired 
to  Harrisonburg.  Tlie  Union  loss  was 
65  killed,  wounded  and  missing  and 
the  Confederate  loss,  including  Ashby, 
was  18  killed,  50  wounded  and  3 
missing.* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  June  8, 
1862,    General   Fremont   with    10,500 
men  and  44  guns  marched  from  Har- 
risonburg in  pursuit  of  Jackson.  Fre- 
mont's cavalry  drove  in  Jackson's  and 
when   eight  miles   beyond  Harrison- 
burg  Cluseret's  brigade   came  upon 
General  Ewell's  division  of  about  5,- 
000  men  and  16  guns  at  Cross  Keys, 
whereupon  Fremont  formed  for  an  at- 
tack.    Cluseret's   brigade  with  artil- 
lery was  on  and  near  the  road,  and  the 
brigades  of  Julius  Stahel  and  Bohlen 
were  sent  to  the  left,  while  the  bri- 
gades of  H.  Milroy  and  Schenck  were 
on  the  right.     Eight  batteries  were 
put  on  the  line  and  opened  a  spirited 
fire.      Stahel    then    attacked    Ewell's 
right  but  his  two  left  regiments  were 
repulsed   with   great   loss.     Part    of 
Ewell  's    troops    pursued  ■  but    were 
checked  and  driven  back  by  Stahel 's 
right  regiment  which  was  concealed 
ill  the  woods.     Reinforcing  his  own 
right    Ewell    then    advanced    beyond 
Fremont's  left,  poured  an  enfilading 
fire  on  his  batteries  which,  not  prop- 
erly supported,  were  withdrawn,  the 
infantry  following  a  full  mile.    Mean- 


•  nfprial  Records,  vol.  xii.;   Battles  nnd  Leaders, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  279,  285,  288,  290-201.  308-309,  312. 
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while,  just  as  Milroy  and  Schenck  on 
the   right   were  preparing  to   attack 
Ewell's  left,  Fremont  ordered  them  to 
retire  and  reinforce  his  left,  but  by 
this  time  his  left  had  been  repelled 
and  the  entire  line  fell  back  at  6  p.  m. 
to  organize  for  a  renewal  of  the  con- 
test on  the  morrow.    During  the  night, 
however,  Jackson   ordered  Ewell  to 
withdraw  to  join  in  an  attack  on  Gen- 
eral Shields  wdio  was  now  approach- 
ing Port  Republic  by  way  of  Luray 
Valley.     Fremont  followed  Ewell  to 
the  south  fork  of  the  Shenandoah  but 
the  bridge  had  been  burned,  thus  mak- 
ing it  impossible  for  Fremont  to  as- 
sist General  Shields.*     Hence  he  was 
an  idle  spectator  of  the  battle  of  Port 
Republic  in  which  Ms  comrades  were 
defeated,  and  the  day  following  he  re- 
treated to  Harrisonburg.    The  Union 
loss  at  Cross  Keys  was  558  killed  and 
wounded  and  127  missing.    The  Con- 
federate   loss    was    273    killed    and 
wounded  and  15  missing,  t 

Meanwhile  Shields,  commanding  a 
division  of  McDowell's  corps,  w^as  en- 
deavoring to  intercept  Jackson  by 
going  up  the  Luray  Valloy.  On  June 
1  Shields  moved  out  of  Front  Royal, 
and  halted  his  advance  brigades  at 
Conrad's  Store  and  Columbia  Bridge. 
On  learning  that  Jackson  was  heading 
toward  Port  Republic  and  that  Fre- 
mont had  reached  Harrisonburg  in 
close  pursuit.  Shields  advanced  Col- 
onel S.  S.  Carroll's  and  Tyler's  bri- 


♦  Cooke,  Life  of  Jackson,  p.  191. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.;  Battles  and  Leaders 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  201-202. 


gades    to    head    off    Jackson,    while 
Fremont    pressed    on    his    rear    and 
Shields  himself  with  tw-o  brigades  re- 
mained   at    Luray   Valley    to    watch 
Longstreet  who  with  10,000  men  was 
supposed  to  be   moving   into  Luray 
Valley  by  the  gap  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 
On  the  afternoon  of  June  7   Carroll 
with  about  1,000  infantry,  150  cavalry 
and  Clark's  battery  of  6  guns  marched 
from     Conrad's     Store     and    halted 
toward  night   about   six  miles  from 
Port  Republic.    Early  the  nest  morn- 
ing Carroll  with  150  cavalry  and  4 
guns  (leaving  his  infantry  to  follow) 
drove  in  the  Confederate  outposts  and 
seized  the  bridge  over  the  south  fork 
of  the  Shenandoah  River,  capturing 
some  of  Jackson's  staff,  while  Jack- 
son himself  narrowly  missed  capture. 
After  escaping  across  the  bridge  Jack- 
son attacked  Carroll  with  his  batteries, 
and  a   regiment   of   infantry  rushed 
over  the  bridge,  drove  Carroll  away 
and  captured  one  of  his  guns,  inflict- 
ing a  loss  on  Carroll  of  39  men  killed 
and  wounded.     Jackson  then  moved 
William  B.  Taliaferro's  brigade  into 
the  village  to  hold  the  fords  of  the 
South  River,  a  branch  of  the  south 
fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  while  Charles 
S.  Winder's  brigade  was  stationed  to 
the  north  to  check  any  possible  ad- 
vance by  Carroll.    Meanwhile  the  bat- 
tle of  Cross  Keys  was  in  progress  and 
Jackson,  hearing  the  sound  of  the  en- 
gagement, rode  to  the  tield.    At  2  p.  m. 
Tyler  arrived  with  his  brigade  to  join 
Carroll  and  as  senior  officer  took  com- 
mand.    He  had  about  3,000  men  and 
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16  giins  and  took  up  a  position  with 
liis  right  on  the  south  fork  of  the  Shen- 
andoah and  his  left  on  commanding 
ground  where  was  most  of  the  artil- 
lery. On  the  night  of  June  8-9,  hav- 
ing repulsed  Fremont  at  Cross  Keys, 
Jaekson  returned  to  Port  Republic 
and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 


CROSS   KEYS 

AND 

PORT  REPUBLIC 


attacked  Tyler's  right  with  Winder's 
brigade  with  the  intention  of  turning 
it  but  was  repulsed.  Rallying  a  part 
of  his  brigade  and  receiving  reinforce- 
ments of  a  regiment  from  Taylor's 
Louisiana  brigade.  Winder  again  at- 
tacked Tyler  but  was  again  repulsed 
■with  considerable  loss.  Meanwhile 
some  of  Ewell's  troops  from  Cross 
Keys  came  on  the  field  and  Richard 


Taylor's  Louisiana  brigade  was  sent 
forward  to  turn  Tyler's  left  and  cap- 
ture his  guns,  but  failed  to  do  so.    An- 
other attempt  was  made  but  mean- 
while Tyler's  infantry  had  come  up 
and   the   Confederates  were  held  in 
check.    The  battle  had  now  raged  for 
four  hours  and  as  Jackson  had  with- 
drawn all  his  forces  from  Fremont's 
front   and  had  concentrated   against 
Tyler,   the   latter  gave   the   order   to 
retreat.     The   Confederate   infantry 
followed  for  four  miles  when  Shields 
came  up  with  the  rest  of  his  division 
and  checked  the  pursuit.  Shields  then 
continuing   the   retreat  to    Conrad's 
Store.     During  the  morning  Jackson 
had    put    his    trains    in    motion    for 
Brown's  Gap  in  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
after  the  battle  followed  them.     The 
Union  loss  at  Port  Republic  was  67 
killed,  393  wounded  and  558  missing, 
the  Confederate  loss  816  wounded  and 
missing.*     On  June  8  the  President 
ordered  Fremont  and  Shields  to  cease 
pursuit,!   and  Fremont  fell   back  to 
Middletown  to  join  Sigel  and  Banks 
who    had    advanced    from    Harper's 
Ferry  to  Williamsport  while  Shields 
retired  to  join  his  corps  at  Fredericks- 
burg.    The  Valley  campaign  of  1862 
established     Jackson's     fame     as     a 
leader.     During  the  past  35  days  he 
had    marched    about    300    miles    and 
fought  four  battles.    "  Without  gain- 


*  Allan,  Jack-son's  Y alley  Campaiyn  ;  Official  Rec- 
ords, vol.  xii.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
293-297:  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  76-82;  vol.  iii.,  pp.  248-264. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  xii..  pt.  i..  p.  6.5.3,  pt. 
iii.,  p.  354. 
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ing  a  single  tactical  victory  Jacksou 
had  yet  achieved  a  great  strategic 
victory,  lor  by  skillfully  manceuvering 
15,000  men  he  succeeded  in  neutraliz- 
ing a  force  of  60,000.  It  is  not  per- 
haps too  much  to  say  that  he  saved 
Richmond."*  On  June  17  Jackson 
stole  quietly  away  from  Brown's  Gap 
to  join  Lee  on  the  Chickahominy. 
Munford's  cavalry  brigade  and  a  few 
infantry  were  left  in  the  valley  to 
demonstrate  in  the  direction  of  Stras- 
burg  and  Munford  was  soon  relieved 
by  Robertson's  brigade  which  took 
post  at  Harrisonburg  and  New  Mar- 
ket. On  June  26  General  Pope  was 
called  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
Virginia  formed  by  the  corps  of  Fre- 
mont, Banks  and  McDowell.  Fre- 
mont, however,  refused  to  serve  in  a 
subordinate  position  and  resigned, 
not  again  appearing  in  any  conspicu- 
ous position  save  in  1864  when  he  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  in  op- 
position to  Lincoln.f  Upon  assuming 
command  of  the  Army  of  Virginia 
Pope  withdrew  Fremont  and  Banks 
from  the  Valley  to  the  east  of  the 
Blue  Ridge,  leaving  garrisons  of  a 
small  brigade  each  at  Winchester, 
Martinsburg  and  Harper's  Ferry  to 
cover  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road. During  July  and  August  of 
1862,  the  Shenandoah  Valley  enjoyed 
comparative  quiet. 

Meanwhile   McClellan  was   quietly 
sitting  in  front  of  Richmond  allowing 

*  Swinton,  Campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
totnan,  p.  128. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  pp. 
411-412. 
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the  Confederates  time  and  opportun- 
ity to  strengthen  their  position  and 
organize  various  expeditions  to  cut 
off  his  communications.  On  June 
1  Robert  E.  Lee  assumed  command 
of  the  Confederate  Army  and  at  once 
summoned  his  general  officers  in  coun- 
cil, encouraging  them  to  greater  effort 
and  lifting  them  out  of  their  despond- 
ency over  the  losses  at  the  battle  of 
Seven  Pines.  In  this  Lee  was  assisted 
by  Davis  who  joined  the  council  be- 
fore its  members  separated.*  Much 
had  already  been  done  in  the  way  of 
bringing  reinforcements  from  the 
South  and  under  Lee  this  movement 
was  vigorously  pushed.  He  confi- 
dently expected  that  McClellan  would 
make  an  early  attack,!  but  the  lat- 
ter was  still  pursuing  his  dilatory 
tactics  and  seems  not  to  have  formu- 
lated any  particular  plan  of  attack, 
though  he  wrote  that  he  expected  to 
make  one.  J  Lee  then  decided  to  take 
the  initiative  by  crossing  the  Cliicka- 
hominy  and  falling  on  Porter  who 
commanded  McClellan's  right  wing.|| 
Having  decided  upon  his  plan  Lee 
ordered  J.  E.  B.  iStuai't,  commanding 
the  cavalry,  to  make  an  expedition 
around  the  right  and  to  the  rear  of 
McClellan's  army  to  ascertain  its 
position  and  movements.  Stuart  sug- 
gested that  it  was  possible   to  ride 

*  Longstreet,  From  Manassas  to  Appomattox. 
p.  112;  Long,  hife  of  Lee,  p.  163;  Davis,  Rise  and 
Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government,  p.  130. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  577. 

tibid,  pt.  i.,  p.  46,  and  pt.  iii.,  pp.  223,  22.5, 
227,  220;   McClellan's  Oicn  Htory,  p.  405. 

II  See  Longstreet,  From  Manassas  to  Appomat- 
tox, p.  120. 
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clear  around  McClellan  and  he  was 
permitted  to  use  his  discretion  in  the 
matter.    Accordingly  on  the  morning 
of  June  12,  1862,  with  portions  of  the 
4th  and  9th  Virginia  cavalry  under 
Fitzhugh  Lee  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee,  two 
squadrons   of   the   Jeff  Davis   legion 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  T.  Mar- 
tin, and  a  section  of  artillery  under 
Lieutenant    James    Breathed,    in    all 
about  1,200  men,  Stuart  started  from 
Kelly's    Station    and    by    night    had 
reached    a    point    near    the    railroad 
bridge  over  the  South  Anna,  22  miles 
from  Richmond.     In  the  morning  he 
turned  toward  Hanover  Court  House 
to   capture   a    detachment    of   Union 
cavalry  but  failed  in   this   and  con- 
tinued on  to  Hawes'  Shop  and  Old 
Church.    He  there  met  a  squadron  of 
the  5th  United  States  cavalry,  took  a 
few  prisoners,  crossed  Totopotomoy 
Creek  and  was  nearing  Old  Church 
when  he  found  his  pathway  obstructed 
by  a  squadron  of  125  men  under  Cap- 
tain W.  B.  Royall.    The  Confederates ' 
charge  drove  the  Union  troops  back 
and    captured    some    prisoners,    but 
lost  Captain  William  Latane,  of  the 
9th  Virginia  cavalry.     By  this  time 
Stuart    had    jiassed    entirely    along 
McClellan 's    right    and    had    gained 
sufficient  information  for  Lee's  pur- 
poses,   but    instead    of   returning   he 
decided  to  go  completely  around  Mc- 
Clellan's   army,   cut   his  communica- 
tions,   make    him    "  tremble    in    his 
boots,"  cross  the   Chickahominy  be- 
yond his  left  at  Forge  Bridge,  and 
then  return  to  Richmond.    Two  squad- 


rons were  sent  to  Garlick's  Landing 
on  the  Pamunkey  while  Stuart  with 
the  main  body  marched  to  Tunstall's 
Station  on  the  York  River  Railroad 
where  they  sui-prised  and  captured  a 
corps  of  15  or  20  men.  After  burning 
several  bridges,  building  others,  and 
capturing  a  considerable  quantity  of 
public  stores,  the  troops  reached  Rich- 
mond in  safety.  Besides  the  property 
destroyed,  Stuart  took  165  prisoners, 
260  mules,  and  much  harness,  with  a 
loss  of  only  one  killed  and  a  few 
wounded.* 

Meanwhile  Jackson  was  swiftly  and 
stealthily  moving  his  army  toward  the 
Chickahominy  and,  to  be  present  at  a 
personal  conference  with  Lee  and  the 
other  generals,  left  his  troops  50  miles 
from  Richmond.  It  was  a  long,  hard 
ride,  but,  on  Juiu'  23,  he  met  the  com- 
manding general,  Longstreet,  D.  H. 
Hill  and  A.  P.  Hill.  Lee  explained  his 
plan  of  battle  and  assigned  to  his  gen- 
erals the  part  they  should  play,  Jack- 
son saying  that  he  would  be  ready 
to  begin  his  attack  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th. t  At  this  time  Lee's  force, 
including  Jackson's  command,  num- 
bered 80,762,  while  McClellan,  after 

*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  271-27.5;  H. 
B.  JlcCk'Uan.  The  Life  and  Campaigns  of  Major- 
General  J.  E.  Ii.  f^tuart.  Commander  of  the  Cav 
alrji  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  (1885); 
Cliarles  H.  L.  .Jolinston.  Famous  Cavalry  Leaders 
(1!H)S);  'llieodore  S.  Garnett,  J.  E.  B.  Stuart 
(1!)08). 

t  Longstreet.  From  Manassas  to  Appomattox, 
p.  121;  Dabney,  Life  of  Jackson,  p.  434.  See  also 
Official  h'cc07-ds,  vol.  xi..  pt.  ii.,  pp.  498-499; 
Davis,  liisc  and  Fall  of  tlt€  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, vol.  ii.,  p.  132;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,    vol.    v.,    pp.    423-424. 
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receiving   McCall's    division    of   Mc- 
Dowell's corps,  had  at  least  92,500 
men,  although  in  his  official  report  of 
June  20  McClelkm  says  he  had  105,- 
445,  exclusive  of  Dix's  force.*    Pitz- 
John  Porter's  corps  of  two  di\asions, 
with   MeCall's    division    temporarily 
attached,  was  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  Chickahominy,  holding  the  right 
of  the  line.    On  the  south  bank  of  the 
river  holding  the  left  was  Franklin's 
corps  of  two  divisions  and  at  Frank- 
lin's left  in  the  order  named  Sumner's 
and  Heintzelman's  corps  of  two  di\'i- 
sions  each,  while  Keyes'  corps  of  two 
divisions  was  in  reserve.    The  bridges 
being  repaired  and  the  ground  firm, 
MoClellan  determined  to  advance  the 
left  of  his  line  preparatory  to  a  gen- 
eral forward  movement.    Immediately 
in  front  of  the  most  advanced  redoubt 
on    the    WiUiamshurg   Road    was    a 
large  open  field,  back  of  which  was  a 
belt   of  timber  500  to   700  yards  in 
width.      Further    on    there    was    an- 
other field  crossed  by  the  WilUams- 
burg  Road  and  the  railroad  and  com- 
manded by  a  Confederate  redoubt  and 
rifle-pits.    McClellan  intended  to  push 
liis  lines  through  these  woods  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  to  place  Heintzelman  and  Sum- 
ner in  i^osition  to  support  an  attack 
to  be  made  by  Franklin  on  the  2Gth  on 
the  rear  of  Old  Tavern,  which  if  suc- 
cessful   would    force    Lee    from    the 
heights     overlooking    Mechanicsville 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  238;  Webb, 
The  Peninsula,  pp.  119-120;  Allan,  Army  of 
Northern   Virginia,   p.    69. 


and  clear  the  way  for  a  general  ad- 
vance on  Richmond.     The  movement 
began  about  9  o  'clock  by  the  advance 
of  Hooker's  di\dsion  of  Heintzelman's 
corps  on  both  sides  of  the  Williams- 
burg Road.    Hooker  was  supported  by 
Kearny's  division  on  the  left,  and  on 
the  right  by  Richardson's  division  of 
Sumner's    corps.      The    Confederate 
pickets  were  driven  in  and  Hooker 
struck  A.  R.  Wright's  and  L.  A.  Armi- 
stead's  brigades  of  Benjamin  Huger's 
division  which,  ^\^th  a  part  of  Roliort 
Ransom's  brigade,  made  a  stubborn 
resistance.      At     11     o'clock,     after 
Hooker   on  the   right   had  advanced 
about  800  yards  and  Kearny  nearly  a 
mile,    the    entire    Union    force    was 
ordered    to    fall    back    but    Kearny 
firmly  held  his  ground.     At  1  o'clock 
in  the   afternoon  McClellan  reached 
the    scene   of   action   and   ordered   a 
another  forward  movement.    Hooker, 
reinforced  by  a  brigade  of  Couch's 
division,      advanced      and      Kearny 
joined  in  on  his  left.     WiUiam  Ma- 
hone's  brigade  and  the  rest  of  Ran- 
som's   reinforced    the    Confederates 
and    a    severe    fight    ensued,    lasting 
until    dark.      This    battle,    generally 
known      as      the      Battle      of      Oak 
Grove    (though   also   known  as   that 
of    King's    School    House,    French's 
Fields,  and  The  Orchards),  was  of  no 
particular  importance  to  either  side, 
though  McClellan  claims  to  have  ac- 
complished his  object.    It  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  "  Seven  Days'  Bat- 
tles."   The  Union  loss  was  67  Mlled, 
504  Avounded   and   55   missing,   while 
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the  total  loss  of  the  Confederates  was 
only  441.* 

After  the  battle  of  Oak  Grove  on 
June  25  McClellan  was  thrown  upon 
the  defensive  by  the  sudden  appear- 
ance of  Stonewall  Jackson  toward  his 
right  flank  beyond  the  Chickahominy 
and  by  Lee's  movements  upon  it,  made 
with  the  intent  to  turn  McClellan 's 
right,  cut  him  off  from  his  base  at 
White  House  and  force  him  to  retreat 
down  the  peninsula.  North  of  the 
Chickahominy,  McClellan  had  but  one 
corps  in  position  —  that  of  Fitz-Jolm 
Porter,  temporarily  strengthened  by 
George  A.  McCall's  division  of  Penn- 
sylvania reserves.  MoCall  held  the 
extreme  right  of  the  line  at  Mechanics- 
ville  and  Beaver  Dam  Creek  with 
three  brigades,  five  batteries  and 
26  guns,  his  main  position  being  along 
the  east  bank  of  the  creek  with  his 
left  resting  on  the  Chickahominy, 
and  his  right  and  advance  held  by 
a  regiment  and  a  battery  extend- 
ing to  a  woods  near  and  overlook- 
ing Mechanicsville.  A  strong  picket 
Une  was  in  front  from  Mechanics- 
ville Bridge  to  Meadow  Bridge 
along  the  Chickahominy.  A.  P.  Hill's 
Confederate  division  and  Howell 
Cobb's  legion  were  in  plain  view  from 
the  left,  intrenched  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Chickahominy.  At  noon 
of  the  26tli  Hill  moved  toward  the 
Union  lines  and  drove  in  the  pickets 
at   Meadow   Bridge.     McCall   there- 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.;  Webb,  The  Penin- 
sula, p.  118  et  seq. :  Allan,  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  p.  323  et 
seq. 


upon  formed  his  line  with  John  F. 
Reynolds '  brigade  on  the  right  cover- 
ing the  crossing  of  the  road  from 
Mechanicsville  to  Bethesda  Church, 
Truman  Seymour  on  the  left  covering 
at  Ellerson's  Mill  the  crossing  of  the 
road  from  Mechanicsville  to  Gaines' 
Mill,  and  George  G.  Meade's  brigade 
with  two  batteries  in  reserve.  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  of  14,000  men  was  con- 
centrated at  Meadow  Bridge  imder 
orders  from  Lee  to  cooperate  with 
Jackson  who  was  marching  from  Ash- 
land to  turn  McCall's  right.  Hill 
sent  Branch's  brigade  and  a  battery 
across  the  Chickahominy,  7  miles 
above  Meadow  Bridge,  to  communi- 
cate with  Jackson's  advance  with  the 
intention,  after  Jackson  had  crossed 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  of 
crossing  the  Chickahominy,  pushing 
down  the  river,  and,  uncovering 
Meadow  Bridge,  which  Hill  was  then 
to  cross,  and  sweeping  down  to  Me- 
chanicsville, uncover  the  Mechanics- 
ville bridge  which  Longstreet's  and  D. 
H.  Hill's  divisions  were  to  cross.  All 
were  then  to  push  down  the  left  bank 
of  the  Chickahominy  and  cut  off  Mc- 
Clellan's  communications  at  White 
House  on  the  Pamunkey,  thus  forcing 
him  to  abandon  his  operations  against 
Richmond  and  to  retreat  down  the 
peninsula. 

Through  unavoidable  delays  Jack- 
son was  half  a  day  late.  A.  P.  Hill 
with  five  brigades  waited  at  Meadow 
Bridge  to  hear  from  Jackson,  grow- 
ing impatient  as  the  hours  went  by. 
Finally  at  3  o'clock  he  put  his  five 
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brigades  and  six  batteries  in  motion. 
Charles  W.  Field's  brigade  seized 
Meadow  Bridge  and  crossed,  followed 
by  the  brigades  of  J.  R.  Anderson-and 
James  J.  Archer.  The  brigades  of 
Maxcy  Gregg  and  W.  D.  Pender  then 
crossed  to  support  the  right  of  the 
attacking  column.  Field's  advance 
was  met  by  severe  artillery  fire,  but 
forming  line  with  W.  J.  Pegram's  bat- 
tery in  the  centre  it  gradually  forced 
the  Union  advance  back  from  Me- 
chanicsville  to  the  main  line  behind 
Beaver  Dam  Creek.  Lee  had  not  in- 
tended to  attack  McCall  in  position 
but  to  have  Jackson  turn  it,  but  Jack- 
son did  not  come  up  in  time  and  ac- 
cordingly Lee  ordered  A.  P.  Hill  to 
move.  The  brigades  of  Field,  Archer, 
and  Anderson  marched  against  Rey- 
nolds along  the  Mechanicsville  Road 
but  met  with  a  bloody  repulse,  though 
one  of  Anderson's  regiments  on  the 
left  made  a  temporary  lodgment  be- 
hind the  creek.  Parts  of  Porter's 
corps  then  came  up  and  strengthened 
Reynolds'  right.  After  this  reverse, 
the  brigades  of  Pender  and  R.  S.  Rip- 
ley, of  D.  H.  Hill's  division,  attacked 
Seymour  at  Ellerson's  Mill,  but  they 
too  were  repulsed  with  great  loss. 
The  assault  was  renewed  and  a  still 
more  bloody  defeat  resulted,  some  of 
the  regiments  losing  all  their  field 
officers  and  half  their  men.  It  was 
then  sunset  and  no  further  effort  was 
made  to  renew  activities,  though  firing 
was  maintained  until  9  p.  m.  The 
Union  loss  was  49  killed,  207 
wounded,  and  105  missing,  while  the 


total     Confederate    loss    was     over 
1,500.* 

While  the  battle  of  Mechanicsville 
was  still  in  progress,  McClellan  went 
to  Porter's  headquarters  where  he  re- 
ceived a  request  from  the  latter  for 
reinforcements  so  that  he  might  hold 
liis  position  at  Beaver  Dam  Creek 
while  McClellan  with  the  main  body 
of  the  army  moved  upon  Richmond,  t 
On  returning  to  his  own  headquarters, 
however,  McClellan  decided  that  Por- 
ter's position  was  untenable  and  or- 
dered him  to  withdraw  his  troops  to 
the  selected  ground  east  of  Gaines' 
Mill  where  he  could  protect  the 
bridges  across  the  Chickahominy 
which  connected  the  Union  right  and 
left  wings  and  were  indispensable  in 
case  further  retreat  became  necessary. 
Accordingly  Porter  began  the  retro- 
grade movement  at  daylight  on  the 
27th  and  executed  it  in  perfect  order 
and  without  serious  molestation. J 
Porter's  corps  and  McCall 's  division, 
numbering  in  all  about  20,000  infan- 
try and  2,500  cavalry,  were  the  only 
Union  troops  north  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy. Porter's  line  was  formed  in 
the  shape  of  a  semi-circle,  its  left 
resting  on  the  low  ground  near  the 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.;  Webb,  The  Penin- 
sula, pp.  125-128;  Allan,  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia; Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.  pp.  327  et 
seq.,  347-353;  McGlellan's  Own  Story;  Confed- 
erate Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  286-287 ;  vol. 
iv.,  pp.  76-82;  vol.  v.,  pp.  57-58;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  1G7- 
170. 

t  Webb,  The  Peninsula,  p.  130  note. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  40.  With 
regard  to  the  evacuation  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek 
see  Longstreet's  criticism  in  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  308. 
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CMckahoniiny  with  its  right  bending 
around   south   of   Old   Cold   Harbor. 
The  Hue  covered  several  of  the  bridges 
over  the  Chickahominy,  and  through 
the  centre  and  right  ran  the  roads 
from  New  Cold  Harbor  and  Old  Cold 
Harbor  to  Dispatch  Station.     George 
Sykes'  division  of  the  5th  corps  was 
on  the  right,  George  W.  Morell's  divi- 
sion on  the  left  and  McCall's  division 
in  reserve.    General  Philip  St.  George 
Cooke  with  three  small  cavalry  regi- 
ments watched  the  left  while  the  artil- 
lery  was    placed   in   good    positions 
sweeping  the  ground  in  front.      On 
June  27  the  Confederates  advanced 
against  Porter's  position,  A.  P.  Hill 
and  Longstreet   from  the   west   and 
Jackson  and  D.  H.  Hill  from  the  north- 
west.     A.   P.   Hill  led  the   advance 
from  Mechanicsville  and  on  reaching 
Powhite  Creek  near  Gaines'  Mill  at 
noon  Gregg's  South  Carolina  brigade 
was   so   stoutly  resisted  by   the   9th 
Massachusetts  that  Hill  was  checked 
and  compelled  to  deploy  a  large  force 
to  push  the  Massachusetts  regiment 
back,    which    was    not    done    until    2 
o'clock.      Meanwhile  Longstreet  had 
come  up  on  A.  P.  Hill's  right  and 
Jackson,  Ewell,  and  D.  H.  Hill  on  his 
left.     Shortly  after  2  o  'clock  the  main 
battle  began  with  a  tremendous  as- 
sault by  A.  P.  Hill  on  Porter's  left 
division  which  resulted  in  the  repulse 
of  Hill  with  considerable  loss.     Long- 
street  came  to  his  support,  Jacksoli 
and  D.  H.  Hill  closed  in  on  Porter's 
right,  and  for  nearly  two  hours  the 
battle  raged,   but  Porter's  line  held 


firm.      However,  Porter's  force  was 
too  small   to  withstand  a  continued 
assault  by  57,000  Confederates.     At 
about  4  o'clock  Henry   W.   Slocum's 
division  of  Franklin's  corps  came  on 
the    field,    its    three    brigades    were 
sent    to    reinforce    the    weak    places 
along  the  Hue  and  by  5  o'clock  the 
general  attack  had  been  checked.     A 
few  minutes  later  another  attack  was 
made   but    this    too   was   futile.     By 
this  time  all  the  Confederate  forces 
were  on  the  field.     W.  H.  C.  AVliiting's 
division  had  come  to  the  relief  of  A.  P. 
Hill,  and  Stuart  with  his  cavalry  and 
artillery  opened  up  on  Porter's  right. 
A  fierce  assault  was  then  made  and 
soon  the   Union  troops  were  driven 
back  with  a  loss  of  22  guns  and  about 
2,800  prisoners.      Some  of  the  com- 
mands fell  back  in  much  confusion, 
while   others   retired   in   good   order 
upon  the  brigades  of  W.  H.  French 
and  Thomas  F.  Meagher  of  Sumner's 
corps  which  had  crossed  the  Chicka- 
hominy and  now  assisted  in  cheeking 
the    Confederate    pursuit.*      During 
the  night  the  Union  troops  crossed  to 
the  south  side  of  the  Chickahominy, 
destroyed   the  bridges  behind   them, 
and  joined  the  rest  of  the  army  in  its 
retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing  on  the 
James  River.     The  entire  number  of 
Union    troops    engaged    was    about 
34,000,  and  the  loss  was  894  killed, 
3,107    wounded,    2,836    missing  — an 
aggregate  of  6,837.     The  number  of 
Confederate  troops  engaged  was  about 


*  Regarding  tlie  failure  to  send  reinforcements 
prior  to  tliia  time  see  Swinton,  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, p.  1,51. 
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57,000,  of  whom  8,751  were  killed  and 
wounded." 

Having   determined   to    retreat   to 
the  James  River,  McClellau's  trains 
were  put  on  the  road  to  cross  White 
Oak   Swamp   and   move   to   Haxall's 
Landing,  and  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th  Keyes'  corps  took  up 
the  march  foUowed  Ijy  Porter.     Lee 
did  not  correctly  understand  McClel- 
lau's movements  on  the  28th,  fortu- 
nately for  the  latter,  and  he  pressed 
on,  withdrawing  his  right  under  cover 
of    his    left    which    remained   in    the 
woods  fronting  Richmond,  preventing 
General  J.  B.  Magruder  from  getting 
any  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the 
28th  Lee  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
McClellan     w^as     retreating    to     the 
James   River,   but    did   not   give    an 
order  to  pursue  until  the  morning  of 
the  29th.    Meanwhile  Slocum's  Union 
division  of  Franklin's  corps  marched 
for  Savage  Station  which  it  reached 
on   the   morning   of   the    29th.     The 
corps    of   Heintzelman    and    Sumner 
together    mth    Smith's    division    of 
Franklin's  corps   remained  in  posi- 
tion  on  the   28th  at  and  near  Fair 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.;  Webb,  The  Pevin- 
sula,  pp.  128-135;  Battles  and  headers,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  .3.31-346,  363-365;  McClellan's  Own  Stortj  ; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p.  427 
et  seq.;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  40  et 
seq.;  Allan.  The  Army  of  Northern  Virginia; 
Davis,  Confederate  Government,  vol.  ii.;  Swinton, 
Army  of  the  Potomac;  Ropes,  Civil  War,  pt.  ii. : 
Walker,  History  of  the  Second  Army  Corps; 
Longstreet,  From  Manassas  to  Appomattox;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  290-292; 
vol.  v.,  pp.  .58-65;  vol.  vi..  pp.  170-172:  and  the 
biographies   of  the  various  generals  engaged. 


Oaks,    confronting    the    Confederate 
troops   under  Huger   and  Magruder 
thus     covering     and     screening     the 
movement  of  the   rest  of  the  army. 
At  daybreak  of  the  29th  Heintzelman 
drew  out  of  his  works  on  the  left  and 
fell  back  to  Savage  Station.  Smith  on 
the  right  drew  away  to  join  Slocum. 
Sumner,    abandoning    his    works    at 
Fair  Oaks,  retired  to  Orchard  Station 
on  the  York  River  Railroad,  destroyed 
a  vast  amount  of  stores  accumulated 
for  the   use   of  the   army  and  then 
marched    to    the    Peach    Orchard    or 
Allen's  Farm  and  formed  line  across 
the  railroad,  fronting  Richmond  wnth 
Richardson's    division    on   the    right 
and  Sedg^vick's  on  the  left,  Heintzel- 
man's  corps  being  still  further  on  the 
left  of  Sedgwack  's.     When  Lee  learned 
of  McClellan's  movement  he  ordered 
Longstreet,  A.  P.  Hill,  D.  H.  Hill  and 
Jackson  to  recross  to  the  south  side 
of  the  Chickahominy  and  strike  Mc- 
Clellan in  flank  while  Magruder  was 
to  pursue  by  the  Williamsburg  Road 
and  Huger  by  the  Charles  City  Road. 
Magruder  advanced  on  both  sides  and 
perpendicular  to  the  York  River  Rail- 
road, his  own  division  in  the  centre, 
McLaws'   di\dsicm    on    his    right   be- 
tw-een  the  railroad  and  the  Williams- 
burg Road  and  D.  R.  Jones'  division 
on  the  left  of  the  line.     Jones,  who 
was  in  advance,  struck  Sumner's  line 
at  9  o'clock  and  attacked  his  right 
and  centre  with  artillery  and  inf  anf  ry. 
Though  his  guns  w^re  soon  silenced 
by   Sumner's   three  batteries,   Jones 
kept  up  a  persistent  and  determined 
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fire  upon  an  advance  position  held 
by  Colonel  John  R.  Brooke's  53d 
Pennsylvania  supported  by  the  71st 
Pennsylvania.  At  this  point  the  ac- 
tion was  very  sharp  and  continued 
until  11  o'clock  when  Jones,  finding 
that  Jackson  had  not  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  on  his  left,  as  was  ex- 
pected, and  that  Magruder  was  not 
supporting  him,  ceased  the  attack.* 

Meanwhile  Stonewall  Jackson  was 
advancing    toward    Savage    Station. 
Franklin       immediately       withdrew 
Smith's  division  from  an  isolated  and 
exposed  position  on  Sumner's  right 
and   notified   Sumner   of  the   action, 
who  at  12  o'clock  fell  back  to  Savage 
Station  and  united  wdth  Franklin  to 
whom    Smith's    division    had    gone, 
only    Slocum    having    been    sent    by 
McClellan  across  White  Oak  Swamp. 
Heintzelraan  with  his  corps  had  been 
ordered  to  hold  the  Williamsburg  Road 
until  dark  at  a  point  where  were  sev- 
eral field  works  and  a  skirt  of  timber 
between  these  and  the  railroad;  but 
through  a  misunderstanding  of  orders 
in  the  afternoon  he  marched  his  en- 
tire corps  save  two  batteries  across 
White  Oak  Swamp.    On  reaching  Sav- 
age   Station,    Sumner    and   Franklin 
drew  up  in  line  of  battle  in  a  large 
field  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  the 
left  held  by  Sumner  resting  on  the 
edge  of  the  woods  with  Richardson 's 
division  forming  his  right  and  Sedg- 
wick Ms  left.     Smith's  division  on  the 


*  Official   Records,   vol.   xi.;    Webb     The  Penin- 
sula.-p-it.  l.ST-ISn.    Jiatflcs    and  Leaders,  vol.   ii 
p.  371. 


right  extended  to  the  railroad  with 
Hancock's  brigade  reaching  into  the 
woods  to  the  right  and  front  to  hold 
the   railroad.      John  W.  Davidson's 
brigade  was  in  reserve  and  Thomas 
W.  Osborn's  battery  was  on  the  line. 
It  was   after  these  dispositions  had 
been    made    that   Heintzolman    with- 
drew, imperilhng  Sumner's  left  Hue. 
Magruder  was  so  slow  that  not  until 
5  o'clock  did  McLaws'  division  begin 
the  attack  on  Sumner's  left.     A  hotly 
contested  fight  ensued  at  the  Williams- 
burg Road.     Six  regiments  of  Sedg- 
wick's and  one  of  Richardson's  Avere 
hastened    to    the    threatened    point. 
W.  T.  H.  Brooks'  Vermont  brigade 
was  thrown  into  the  woods  that  Heint- 
zelman  had  abandoned  and  at  dark 
when  the  battle  ceased  the  Confeder- 
ates had  been  repulsed.     Soon  after 
the  cessation  of  the  fight  Sumner  con- 
tinued his  retreat  across  White  Oak 
Swamp,  abandoning  to  the  Confeder- 
ates 2,500  sick  and  wounded  in  the 
hospitals.    He  then  united  with  Frank- 
lin and  Heintzelraan  in  preparing  to 
dispute  the  Confederate  advance.    The 
total  Confederate  loss  was  about  400 
killed,   wounded,   and  missing,  while 
the    Union    loss    is    not    accurately 
known.* 

Lee  now  concentrated  for  a  heavy 
blow  to  cut  McClellan 's  army  in  two 
and  destroy  it.  On  the  morning  of 
the  30th  the  Union  army  was  across 
the  White  Oak  Swamp  creek  covering 

*  Walker,  History  of  the  Second  Army  Corps; 
Allan,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia:  Official  Rec- 
ords, vol.  xii.:  Wphh,  The  Peninsula,  pp.  139- 
141;   Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  p.  366  et  seg. 
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the  roads  leading  to  the  James  River 
aud  the  great  trains  on  their  way  to 
Malvern  fiill  and  Harrison 's  Lauding. 
Franklin  on  the  right,  with  Smith's 
division  of  his  own  corps,  Richard- 
son's divisionof  Sumner's,  and  Henry 
M.  Naglee's  brigade  of  Keyes'  corps, 
was  at  the  bridge  crossing  "White 
Oak  Swamp  creek.  Two  miles  to  the 
left,  holding  the  intersection  of  the 
Charles  City,  Darbytown  aud  New 
Market  Roads,  were  Sumner  with 
Sedgwick's  division  of  his  own  corps, 
Heintzelman's  two  divisions  of  Hooker 
and  Kearny,  Slocum's  division  of 
Franklin's  corps,  aud  McCall's  divi- 
sions. Slocum  on  the  right  of  Sum- 
ner's line  was  on  the  Charles  City 
Road,  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the 
junction  with  the  New  Market  and 
Quaker  Roads ;  Kearny  was  on  Slo- 
cum's  left  between  the  Charles  City 
and  New  Market  Roads ;  McCall  was 
on  Kearny's  left  and  Hooker  to  the 
left  and  rear  of  McCall ;  Sedg\\ick  was 
supporting  McCall,  but  during  the 
forenoon  two  of  his  brigades  were 
sent  to  Franklin;  Porter's  and  Keyes' 
corps  were  on  the  way  to  Malvern 
Hill. 

General  Lee  planned  that  Jackson 
should  force  a  passage  of  the  bridge 
held  by  Franklin,  turn  his  right  and 
reach  the  Union  rear;  that  T.  H. 
Holmes  should  attack  and  turn  the 
Union  left  so  as  to  prevent  its  reaching 
the  James  River;  while  the  divisions 
of  A.  P.  Hill,  Huger  and  Longstreet, 
supported  by  Magruder  and  concen- 
trated at  the  cross  roads,  should  cut 


McClellan's  army  in  two  and  prevent 
its  retreat  to  the  river.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th  Jackson  moved 
through  Savage  Station  on  Franklin, 
but  was  checked.  Holmes  advanced 
on  the  Confederate  right  with  6,000 
men  and  6  batteries  toward  Malvern 
Hill,  and  was  attacked  by  G.  K.  War- 
ren's brigade  of  1,500  men  and  36 
guns.  The  gunboats  in  the  river 
opened  upon  him  and  he  fell  back  in 
disorder,  calling  for  help.  Huger  ad- 
vanced down  the  Charles  City  Cross 
Roads  in  an  effort  to  determine  the 
Union  position  and  to  protect  his  own 
flanks,  but  his  division  became  scat- 
tered and  he  spent  the  rest  of  the  day 
in  an  artillery  duel  with  Slocum. 
While  this  division  frittered  away  the 
day,  Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  were 
maintaining  a  furious  contest. 

Longstreet  and  A,  P.  Hill  (the 
former  in  advance)  moved  down  the 
Darbytown  Road,  and  at  Frazier's 
(or  Frazer's  or  Frayser's)  Farm 
came  upon  McCall's  pickets.  Long- 
street  at  3  o'clock,  closely  supported 
by  A.  P.  Hill,  attacked  McCall,  forced 
back  SejTuour's  brigade  and  captured 
several  guns.  James  L.  Kemper's 
brigade  on  Longstreet 's  right  was 
then  attacked  by  Hooker  with  Cuvier 
Grover's  brigade;  Sumner's  artillery, 
covering  the  opening  between  McCall 
and  Hooker,  opened  fire  and  Kemper 
w^as  swept  back  just  as  the  brigades 
of  George  E.  Pickett  and  Branch 
came  to  his  support.  They,  too,  were 
checked  but  maintained  a  stubborn 
fight  until  nightfall,  when  they  were 
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joined  by  the  brigades  of  Pender  and 
Archer  of  Hill 's  division  and  held  the 
ground  from  which  Seymour  had  been 
driven.  After  a  stubborn  fight  the 
batteries  of  A.  M.  Randol  and  Cooper 
were  captured  by  C.  M.  Wilcox's  bri- 
gade which  had  advanced  on  Pickett's 
left  but  a  counter  attack  drove  Wil- 
cox back  and  Cooper's  battery  was  re- 
taken. Field's  brigade,  coming  to 
Wilcox 's  support,  forced  back  Meade 's 
brigade  and  captured  some  guns  but 
Meade  rallied  and  drove  Field  back. 
Meanwhile  Kearny's  left  had  been  at- 
tacked several  times  by  the  brigades 
of  Roger  A.  Pryor  and  W.  S.  Feather- 
ston  but  the  Confederates  were  thrown 
back  in  disorder.  Slocum  assisted 
Kearny  with  his  New  Jersey  brigade 
and  as  Featherston's  brigade  was  now 
in  some  disorder,  Gregg's  South  Caro- 
lina brigade  was  sent  to  that  part  of 
the  field.  Late  in  the  day  Kearny's 
left  was  reinforced  by  John  C.  Cald- 
well's brigade  of  Richardson's  divi- 
sion which  had  moved  from  Frank- 
lin's position.  As  darkness  was  com- 
ing on  two  regiments  only  got  into 
line  and  fired,  and  shortly  after  the 
engagement  ended.  During  the  day 
MoCall's  was  the  only  division  wliich 
was  driven  back;  it  lost  14  guns 
and  its  commander,  who  was  taken 
prisoner  at  the  close  of  the  engage- 
ment.* During  the  night  the  Union 
army  fell  back  to  Malvern  Hill.t 


The  morning  of  July  1  found  the 
whole  Union  army  in  position  at  Mal- 
vern Hill,  an  elevated  open  plateau 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  James  River, 
about  60  feet  high  and  about  II/2  miles 
by  Y2  mile  in  area.  There  the  last  of 
the  "  Seven  Days'  Battles  "  was 
fought.  At  Malvern  Hill  the  army 
was  formed  in  a  large  arc,  both  flanks 
resting  on  the  river  and  protected  by 
gunboats.  On  the  left  was  Porter's 
5th  corps  and  to  his  I'ight  in  order 
came  Couch's  division  of  Keyes' 
corps,  Heintzelman's  two  divisions 
(Kearny  and  Hooker),  and  the  corps 
of  Sumner  and  Franklin.  J.  J.  Peck's 
division  of  Keyes'  corps  on  Frank- 
lin's right  formed  the  extreme  right 
of  the  army,  and  it  and  Porter's  left 
stood  back  to  back.  Along  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  line  were  numerous  bat- 
teries of  artillery.  The  approach  to 
this  strong  position  was  over  400 
yards  of  open  ground  swept  by  artil- 
lery fire,  yet  Lee  boldly  essayed  to 
attempt  it.  Jackson  had  marched  by 
the  Willis  Road  and  when  in  sight  of 
Malvern  Hill  formed  line  with  D.  H. 
Hill  on  his  right.  Whiting's  division 
on  his  left,  and  one  of  Ewell's  bri- 
gades in  the  centre,  the  rest  of  Ewell's 
division  and  Jackson's  own  division 
being  held  in  reserve.  Magruder  was 
supposed  to  take  position  on  Jack- 
son 's  right,  but  before  he  came  up  two 
of  Huger's  brigades  arrived  and  were 


*  This  battle  ia  variously  known  as  the  battle 
of  Glendale,  Charles  City  Cross  Roads,  Frazier's 
Farm,  and  White  Oak  Swamp. 

^Official  Records,  vol.  xi.:  Allan,  Army  of 
Northern    Virginia;     Webb.     The    Peninsula,    pp. 


143-150;  McClellan's  Oicn  Htory ;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  377  et  .frf/.,  396-405;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  294-208; 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  83-84;  vol.  v.,  pp.  6.5-72;  vol.  vi., 
pp.  173-174. 
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placed  next  to  Hill.  Wlien  Magruder 
came  up  about  2  o  'clock,  two  brigades 
under  Armistead  and  Wright  with 
four  batteries  were  ordered  forward. 
As  they  emerged  from  the  woods  these 
batteries  were  promptly  knocked  to 
pieces  by  the  fire  of  more  than  60 
Union  guns  and  the  two  brigades  were 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  This 
attack  fell  upon  Porter's  right  and 
Couch's  left,  the  latter  being  then 
reinforced  by  Caldwell's  brigade  of 
Sumner's  corps.  At  5:30  p.  m. 
Magruder  assaulted  Porter's  line  and 
Couch's  left  with  the  brigades  of  Ar- 
mistead, Cobb,  Wright,  Mahone  and 
Wilham  Barksdale,  but  so  terrific  was 
the  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  that 
they  were  driven  back  with  great  loss. 
Thereupon  the  brigades  of  Toombs, 
G.  T.  Anderson  and  Ransom  were  or- 
dered forward,  but  Toombs  got  lost 
in  the  woods  and  Anderson  and  Ran- 
som quailed  before  the  hot  fire  of  the 
Union  batteries,  then  falling  back. 

While  Magruder  was  thus  engaged 
with  Porter  and  Couch's  left,  D.  H. 
Hill  attacked  Couch's  right  which,  as 
the  action  progressed,  was  reinforced 
by  some  of  Kearny's  division,  Cald- 
well's brigade  and  three  regiments  of 
Hooker's  division  under  D.  E.  Sickles. 
Hill's  five  brigades  were  commanded 
by  Generals  Samuel  Garland  and  Rip- 
ley and  by  Colonels  J.  B.  Gordon, 
A.  H.  Colquitt  and  C.  C.  Tew.  Before 
Couch's  line  could  be  reached  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Confederates  to 
cross  800  yards  of  clear  ground 
in   the   face   of   the  Union   artillery. 


When    the    advance    was    made    the 
t^nion  guns  sent  out  such  a  terrific 
fire  of  shell  and  canister  that  Hill's 
brigades  withered  under  it.     Toombs ' 
brigades  were  then  sent  to  their  sup- 
port but  the  six  brigades  were  again 
hurled  back  vdth  a  loss  of  half  their 
men.     Later  in  the  evening  Taylor's 
brigade  of  Ewell's  division  on  Hill's 
left  attacked  the  left  of  Kearny's  divi- 
sion, but  was  repulsed.    Half  an  hour 
later  McLaws'  division   of  two  bri- 
gades (those  of  Paul  J.  8emmes  and 
J.   B.   Kershaw)    assaulted   Porter's 
right.     Semmes  made  some  headway 
up  the  slope,  but,  being  met  by  the 
69th  and  88th  New  York  of  M'eagher's 
brigade,  which  Sumner  had  sent  to 
Porter's    assistance,    was    repulsed. 
Kershaw  met  the  same  fate,  and  his 
defeat  at  twilight  marked  the  close 
of  the  battle,  though  it  was  9  o'clock 
before  the  firing  had  entirely  ceased. 
The  Confederate  loss  was  over  5,500, 
wMle  the  Union  loss  was  less  than 
2,000.*     Throughout  the  Seven  Days' 
Battles  (June  25  to  July  1)  the  total 
Union    loss    was    1,734    killed,    8,062 
wounded,  6,053  captured  or  missing, 
while  the  Confederate  loss  was  3,478 


*  Webb,  The  Peninsula,  pp.  153-167;  Allan, 
Armif  of  yorthern  Virginia  ;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  383-395,  406-427:  Official  Records, 
vol.  xi. ;  ilcClellan's  Own  Story;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  v.,  p.  436  et  seq.;  Brief 
Account  of  the  Battle  of  Malrern  Hill,  in  Na- 
tional Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography,  vol.  iv., 
p.  142;  Carswell  McClellan,  General  A.  A.  Hum- 
plireys  at  Malvern  Hill,  To.,  July  1,  1862,  and  at 
Frederickshurg,  Va.,  December  13,  1862  (1888); 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  298- 
302;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  84-91;  vol.  v.,  pp.  72-75;  vol. 
vi.,  pp.   174-176. 
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killed,  16,261  wounded  and  875  cap- 
tured or  missinff.* 

McClellan  was  urged  to  retreat  no 
farther,  but  during  the  night  he  aban- 
doned Malvern  Hill,  and  by  morning 
of  July  2  his  head  of  column  was  at 
Harrison's    Landing.      The    Confed- 
erates did  not  come  up  to  his  position 
until  July  4,  but  deeming  it  unwise  to 
make    any    attack,    Lee    on    the    Sth 
marched  the  whole  body  of  his  army 
back  to  the  \acinity  of  Richmond,  thus 
ending  the  Peninsula  Campaign.  Dur- 
ing the   whole   campaign   the   Union 
loss  was  16,600  killed  and  wounded 
and  7,500  captured  or  missing.     The 
Confederate  loss  was  27,000  killed  and 
wounded  and  2,000  captured  or  miss- 
ing.t      The  failure  of  the  campaign 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  48.  Bat- 
tles and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  gives  the  Union  loss 
the  same,  but  makes  the  Confederate  loss  3,286 
killed,  15,909  wounded,  and  940  captured  or  miss- 
ing. 

t  For  furtlicr  details  in  addition  to  the  works 
already  mentioned  see  J.  B.  Barnard,  The  Pen- 
insula CampaUjn;  Powell,  Historij  of  the  Sth 
Army    Corps;    Comte    de    Paris,    History    of    the 


was  chiefly  due  to  McClellan,  who  was 
completely   unnerved    by   his    absurd 
over-estimate  of  the  enemy  and  per- 
haps also  by  the  fact  that  he  was  per- 
sistently  absent   when   battles   were 
being  fought.    The  campaign  showed 
that  while  he  was  a  good  organizer  he 
lacked  aggressive  generalship.*     The 
elaborate  preparations  of  the  Union 
forces  had  come  to  naught,  the  siege 
of  Richmond  had  fallen  through,  and 
the  Union  troops  had  been  driven  back 
20   miles.     All   conditions   united  to 
brighten  the  Southern  hopes.f 

Civil  War,  vol.  ii.;  Walker,  History  of  the  Second 
Army  Corps;  and  the  biographies  of  the  various 
generals  engaged. 
-  *  See  Rhodes,  Vmted  States,  vol.  iv.,  p  49  et 
seg.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  tendency 
on  the  Confederate  side  of  blaming  those  in  com- 
mand for  the  escape  of  the  Union  armv.  After 
reneetion,  however,  the  Southerners  began  to  real- 
ize the  stupendous  task  confronting  their  generals 
and  to  comprehend  how  great  reason  they  had  for 
rejoicing. 

t  For  diverse  opinions  regarding  the  campaign 
both  from  the  Confederate  and  Union  points  of 
view,  see  Swinton,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  p.  165 
Pollard,  Second  Year  of  the  War,  pp.  73-76 
Ropes,  Story  of  the  Civil  War,  pt.  i.,  p.  225 
Webb,  The  Peninsula,  pp.  168-190. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

1S62. 

pope's    campaign    in    VIRGINIA. 

McClellan's  demands  for  reinforcements  —  Lincoln's  visit  to  the  army  —  Pope's  appointment  to  the  command 
—  McClellan's  correspondence  with  Halleck  —  The  final  embarkation  of  McClellan's  troops  —  Jackson's 
movements  —  The  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain  —  The  campaign  and  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  (including 
Gainesville  and  Groveton)  —  Death  of  Stevens  and  Kearny  at  Chantilly  —  The  restoration  of  McClellan 
to  command. 


At  Harrison's  Landing  McClellan 
was  in  a  place  of  comparative  secu- 
ritj',  bnt  lie  continued  to  ask  for  rein- 
forcements. On  July  1  he  tele- 
graphed: "  I  need  50,000  men  and 
with  them  I  will  retrieve  our  for- 
tunes."* Stanton  answered  immedi- 
ately that  5,000  of  McDowell's  corps 
and  25,000  of  Halleck 's  had  been  dis- 
patched.! On  July  1  Lincoln  tele- 
graphed that  it  was  impossible  to  re- 
inforce McClellan  in  the  present 
emergency,  for  even  if  1,000,000  men 
were  at  his  disposal  they  could  not 
be  sent  to  him  in  time;  hence  he 
must  maintain  his  ground  if  he  could, 
"  but  save  the  army  at  all  events, 
even  if  you  fall  back  to  Fort  Mon- 
roe."]: On  July  2  Lincoln  said  that 
McClellan's  request  for  50,000  men 
was  absurd,  and  further  wrote: 

"  If  you  think  you  are  not  strong  enough  to 
take  Richmond  just  now  I  do  not  ask  you  to 
try  just  now.  Save  the  army,  material  and  per- 
sonal, and  I  will  strengthen  it  for  the  offensive 
again  as  fast  as  I  can.  The  governors  of  eighteen 
States  offer  me  a  new  levy  of  300,000  which  I 
accept." 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,   pt.   iii.,  p.  281. 

fibid,  pp.  271,  281. 

tlhid.  vol.  xi..  pt.  i.,  p.  71. 

II  Ibid,  vol.  xi..  pt.  iii.,  p.  286,  291. 


McClellan's  retreat  and  the  fact 
that  he  attributed  his  disasters  to  lack 
of  men  did  not  diminish  Lincoln's  con- 
fidence in  him.  On  July  3  he  wrote 
to  McClellan,  "  I  am  satisfied  that 
yourself,  officers  and  men  have  done 
the  best  you  could.  All  accounts  say 
better  fighting  was  never  done.  Ten 
thousand  thanks  for  it."*  On  the 
same  day,  however,  McClellan  in- 
creased his  demand  for  reinforce- 
ments from  50,000  to  100,000,t  which 
demand  did  not  alter  the  kindly  feel- 
ing of  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War,  who  immediately  ordered  for- 
ward reinforcements  from  A.  E.  Burn- 
side,  from  Washington,  and  from 
David  E.  Hunter,  and  begged  Halleck 
to  send  forward  10,000  infantry.} 
Nothing  could  have  been  warmer  than 
Stanton's  expressions  of  confidence 
and  assurances  of  support.  Never- 
theless, on  July  20,  McClellan  wrote 
that  he  had  no  faith  in  the  Adminis- 
tration, and  was  tired  of  serving  fools. 
He  criticised  the  officials  at  Washing- 
ton as  a  trifling  set  and  as  dolts  with- 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  201. 

if  Ibid,  p.  292. 

t  Ibid,  pp.  291,  294,  298. 
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out  common  politeness,   who   wished 
his  army  to  be  destroyed  and  were 
bent  on  his  own  destruction.*    Much 
disturbed  by  the   conflicting  reports 
regarding  conditions  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  Lincoln  visited  Harri- 
son 's  Landing  on  July  8.    While  there 
he  conferred  freely  with  McClellan 
and  the   more   prominent  officers  in 
command.     McClellan  was   the   only 
one   who   believed   the   enemy   to   be 
threatening  the  army,  while  all  the 
others   thought  Lee  had  retired  for 
the  purpose  of  making  an  attack  on 
Washington  or  some  other  important 
place.  Two  generals  favored  the  with- 
drawal of  the  army  from  the  James 
River,  while  the  rest  opposed  it.     In 
his  perplexity  as  to  the  next  move- 
ment, Lincoln  felt  the  necessity  of  bet- 
ter military  advisers   than   those   at 
Washington.     On    July    26    General 
John  Pope  had  been  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  Virginia, 
consisting  of  the  corps  of  Fremont, 
Banks,  and  McDowell.  Hence  Lincoln' 
turned  to  Halleck,  the  commander  in 
the  West,  who  was  generally  consid- 
ered an  authority  on  the  art  of  war 
and   had   written   books   on   military 
tactics,  on  July  2  requesting  him  to 
come  to  Washington  for  consultation. 
Nine    days    later    Lincoln    appointed 
lum  general-in-chief  of  the  forces  of 
the  United  States.f      Pope   assumed 
command  of  the  army  on  the  23d,  and 
the  next  day  started  for  McClellan 's 
camp,  where  he  arrived  on  the  25th. 

^JMcCleUan'.   Ovn  Story    ,.Tuly   31,   Au^st  2, 
t  Official  Rcror,ls.  vol.  xi..  pt.  iii.,  pp.  286,  314. 


Meanwhile   the   opposition   to   Mc- 
Clellan had  grown  in  virulence.    Pope 
made  no  attempt  to  conceal  his  beUef 
in  the  incompetency  of  McClellan  and 
the    latter 's    indisposition    to    active 
movements.*     Halleck,  too,  unreserv- 
edly condemned  McClellan 's  late  mili- 
tary operations,  but  seemed  to  beheve 
that   the   latter  would   do  very  well 
under  orders  from  himself.*    On  July 
15  Burnside  wrote  to  McClellan  that 
he  had  lots  of  enemies.f     Rumors  of 
McClellan 's  disloyalty  were  evidently 
in  the  air,  for  Chase  says:    "  I  said 
that  I  did  not   regard  General  Mc- 
Clellan as  loyal  to  the  Administration, 
although  I  did  not  question  his  general 
loyalty  to  the  country,"  showing  that 
this  question  had  been  under  discus- 
sion in  the  Cabinet.:     It  was  about 
this  time  that  Stanton  and  Chase  pro- 
posed to  Lincoln  that  Pope  be  sent  to 
the  James  and  that  Mitchell  be  given 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac.ll     Lincoln  would  not  do  this; 
Init  owing  to  the  fact  that  Pope  had 
stated  that  cordial  cooperation  from 
McClellan  could  not  be  expected,  he 
offered    the    command    of   the  Army 
of    the    Potomac    to    Burnside,    who 
promptly    declined    it.     Accordingly, 
as  we  have  stated,  Halleck  went  to' 
McClellan 's  headquarters  to  arrange 
for    future    action.      McClellan    in- 
formed   Halleck    that    he    had    now 
planned  to  cross  the  James,   attack 
Petersburg,    and   cut   communication 
between  Richmond  and  the  States  far- 

*  Schuckers,  Life  of  Chase,  p.  448. 

t  McClellan's  Own  Story,  p.  472. 

t  Warden,  Life  of  Clmse,  p.  440. 

II  Schuckers,   Life  of  Chase,  pp.  447-448. 
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ther  south.  But  Ilalleckcousideredthis 
move  impracticable,  talke.l  McClellan 
out  of  it,  and  urged  him  to  form  a 
junction    with    Pope's    army,    unless 
with  a  reinforcement  of  20,000  men 
he   could   attack   Eichmond   with  the 
proltabilit)-    of    success.      McClellan 
thought   20,000  men  insufficient   and 
that   30,000   additional  troops   would 
be  needed,  but  later  said  that  he  was 
willing  to  try  with  the  number  prom- 
ised by  the  President.*     Upon  Hal- 
leck's  return  to  Washington  a  shower 
of   telegrams   came   from   McClellan 
urging  the  dispatch  of  reinforcements. 
On  July  30  he  wrote:   "  Should  it  be 
determined  to  withdraw  it  I  shall  look 
upon  our  cause  as  lost  and  the  demor- 
alization of  the  army  certain."!    The 
most   important    officers    under   him, 
however,  counseled  immediate  with- 
drawal and  Halleck  resolved  upon  this 
course,  on  July  30  directing  McClellan 
to  send  away  his  sick  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  that  he  might  be  able 
to  move  in  any  direction.!     On  August 
3  Halleck  telegraphed  McClellan,  "  It 
is  determined  to  withdraw  your  army 
from  the  Peninsula  to  Aquia  Creek. 
You  will  take  immediate  measures  to 
effect  this. "II     In  reply  on  August  4 
McClellan  said: 

"  Your  telegram  has  caused  me  the  greatest 
pain  I  ever  experienced,  for  I  am  convinced  that 
tlie  order  to  witlidraw  this  army  to  Aquia  Creek 
will    prove    disastrous   to    our    cause.      I    fear    it 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  103-104. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  342. 

X  Ibid,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  76. 

II  Hid,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  80,  82.  With  regard 
to  this  see  also  Burnside's  letter  in  McClellan's 
Own  Story,  p.  472. 


will  be  a  fatal  blow.  *  *  *  Here  directly  in 
front  of  this  army  is  the  heart  of  this  rebellion. 
It  is  here  that  all  our  resources  should  be  col- 
lected to  strike  a  blow  which  will  determine  the 
fate  of  the  nation.  ♦  ♦  *  I  do  now  what  I 
never  did  in  my  life  before,  /  entreat  that  this 
order  be  rescinded."* 

At  last  weary  of  argument,  Halleck 
replied,    "  The    order    of    the    with- 
drawal   *    *    *    will  not  be  rescinded 
and  you  will  be  expected  to  execute 
it    with    all    possible    promptness." 
On  the  6th,  therefore,  LIcClellan  ex- 
pressed his   readiness   to   obey  "  as 
soon   as   circumstances   will   permit; 
my   artillery  is   none   too   numerous 
now."'t     Nevertlieless  McClellan  de- 
termined to  strike  a  blow  before  de- 
parting.    He  sent  General  Hooker  to 
Malvern  Hill,  and  there,  after  a  sharp 
skirmish,     the     Confederates     were 
driven  away.     The  next  day  (August 
5)  he  was  so  elated  at  this  success  that 
he  telegraphed  Halleck :    ' '  This  is  a 
very  advantageous  position  to  cover 
an   advance   on  Richmond   and   only 
1434  miles  distant,  and  I  feel  confi- 
dent that  with  reinforcements  I  could 
march  this  army  there  in  five  days," 
to  which  Halleck  curtly  rejoined,  "  I 
have  no  reinforcements  to  send  you."  J 
Furthermore,  being  satisfied  that  Mc- 
Clellan w^as  not  moving  wnth  sufficient 
promptness,     he     telegraphed     him: 
"  There  must  be  no  further  delay  in 
your  movements.     That  which  has  oc- 
curred was  entirely  unexpected   and 
must    be    satisfactorily    explained. "|| 

*  Official  Uecords,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  81. 
t  Ibid,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  79. 
J  Ibid.  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  78;  pt.  iii..  p.  359. 
II  Ibid,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  86. 
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It  is  evident  that  after  August  -1  Mc- 
Clellan's  movements  were  prompt 
and  that  there  was  no  unnecessary 
delay.  On  August  14,  the  day  on 
which  he  made  his  final  appeal  to  Hal- 
leck  for  permission  to  take  the  of- 
fensive, two  of  his  corps  marched 
toward  Yorktown.  On  the  16th  the 
last  of  the  sick  were  sent  off  by  water* 
and  on  the  17th  McClellan  telegraphed 
that  he  had  left  liis  camp  at  Harri- 
son's Landing.  Porter's  troops  sailed 
from  Newport  News  on  August  20, 
Heintzelman's  from  Yorktown  on 
August  21,  and  Franklin's  from 
Fortress  Monroe  on  August  23.  Sum- 
ner was  delayed  by  lack  of  transports, 
but  on  August  27  reached  Aquia 
Creek,  which  had  also  been  the  desti- 
nation of  the  others.  McClellan  re- 
ported for  orders  at  Aquia  on  August 
24,  and  three  days  later,  in  response 
to  a  telegram  from  Halleck,  went  to 
Alexandria  near  Washington. 

Meanwhile  General  Pope  had  begun 
his  campaign.  But  at  the  very  out- 
set he  made  a  tactless  move  when  he 
issued  an  address  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  re- 
flecting on  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  t 
It  was  received  with  a  storm  of  angry 
ridicule,  and  very  seriously  weakened 
Pope's  hold  upon  his  troops  and  the 
respect  of  the  public.  Moreover  it 
rendered  impossible  any  sincere  sym- 
pathy and  support  from  General  Mc- 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  j.,  .pp.  76-91 ;  pt. 
iii.,  378-379. 

tThis  will  be  found  in  ibid,  vol.  xii..  pt.  iii., 
pp.  473-474;  .Tolin  C.  Ropes.  The  Arm;/  Under 
Pope.  pp.  173-174. 


ClcUan  and  those  nearest  him.  On 
July  29  Pope  had  pretty  well  concen- 
trated his  army,  which  consisted  of  the 
corps  of  McDowell,  Banks,  and  Sigel 
(Fremont  having  declined  to  serve), 
and  numbered  43,000  men.  Having 
threatened  Gordonsville  (an  import- 
ant railroad  centre)  he  forced  Lee  to 
send  Jackson  from  Richmond  to  op- 
pose his  advance,  and  left  Washing- 
ton on  July  29  to  take  command  of 
operations  in  the  field.  Generals 
Banks  and  Sigel  were  ordered  to  move 
to  Culpeper  Court  House.  Banks 
]iromptly  obeyed  his  orders,  reaching 
there  shortly  before  midnight  on  Au- 
gust 8,  but  because  of  mistaking  his 
roads  Sigel  did  not  arrive  until  the 
9th.  By  that  time  Banks  had  gone 
forward  to  Cedar  Mountain.* 

On  August  8  Crawford's  brigade  of 
Banks'  corps  marched  from  Culpeper 
Court  House  eight  miles  to  Cedar 
Run  to  support  George  D.  Bayard's 
cavalry  brigade  which  was  being 
slowly  driven  back  by  Stonewall  Jack- 
son, who,  with  three  divisions  of  Lee's 
army,  under  A.  P.  Hill,  C.  S.  Winder, 
and  Ewell,  was  advancing  from  Gor- 
donsville toward  Culpeper.  On  the 
9th  Banks'  entire  corps  at  Little 
Wasliington  was  ordered  to  follow 
Samuel  W.  Crawford  and  Sigel  was 
directed  to  send  his  troops  from 
Sperryville  to  the  same  point.  About 
noon  Banks  joined  Crawford  at  Cedar 
Run  and  took  position  on  level  ground 
just  beyond  him,  covering  the  road  to 
Culpeper,    with    Crawford's    brigade 

*  Ropes,  The  Army  under  J'ope,  p.  16  et  seq. 
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trom  tile  original  bratly  uegativea. 


1.  STONEWALL  JACKSON. 
4.  J.  E.  B.  STUART. 
7.  N.  B.  FORREST. 
10.  J.  B.  MAGRUDER. 


2.  P.  G.  T.  BE.AUREGARD. 
6.  JOSEPH  E.  JOHNSTON. 
8.  EARL  VAN  DORN. 
11.  A.  P.  HILL. 


3.  A.  S.  JOHNSTON. 
6.  JUBAL  A.  EARLY. 
9.  RICHARD  S.  EWELL. 
12.  STERLING  PRICE. 
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and  six  companies  of  the  3d  Wiscon- 
sin of  George  H.  Gordon's  brigade  on 
the  right  of  the  road  partly  concealed 
by    woods.     The    remainder    of   Gor- 
don's brigade  was  held  in  reserve  on 
tlie    hither   side    of   the    stream.     On 
Crawford's  left  on  the  other  side  of 
the   road  w^s   Geary's   brigade,   and 
beyond    this    were    the    brigades    of 
Henry  Prince  and  George  S.  Greene. 
Slightly    in    advance    of    all     these 
were  seven  batteries  of  artillery  on  a 
plateau.   In  all,  Banks  had  about  8,000 
men.     On  the  8th  Jackson  crossed  the 
Rapidan,  and  toward  noon  of  the  9th 
attacked    and    drove    back    Bayard's 
cavalry,  soon  coming  under  fire  of  the 
Union  artillery.     Early  was  then  or- 
dered to  advance,  keeping  to  the  right 
and  close  to  the  Culpeper  road;  while 
Ewell    led    his    other    two    brigades 
further  to  the  right  along  the  slope  of 
Cedar    Mountain.       Earlj^    advanced 
until  he  was  checked  by  a  severe  ar- 
tillery   fire,    when    he    halted    under 
cover  of  a  small  hill;  C.  S.  "Winder's 
division  and  three  batteries  then  came 
up    on    his    left,    Campbell's   brigade 
being  on  the  extreme  left,  then  Talia- 
ferro's, with  Winder's  brigade  in  re- 
serve.    While   placing  liis  batteries. 
Winder  was  mortally  wounded  by  a 
piece  of  shell. 

At  five  o'clock  Banks  advanced  to 
the  assault.  Early's  right  held  firm 
against  Prince,  but  Crawford  routed 
Campbell's  brigade,  swerved  to  the 
left  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Geary, 
fell  upon  and  routed  Taliaferro,  and 
attacked  Early's  left.  Early  was  in 
Vol..  vni  — 14 


a  critical  situation  when  fortunately 
Hill's  division  came  up  and,  forming 
on  his  right  and  left,  checked  Craw- 
ford's forward  movement,  drove  him 
and  Geary  back,  and  held  Prince  in 
check.  Then  the  10th  Maine  of  Craw- 
ford's brigade,  which  had  been  kept 
in  reserve,  pushed  forward  on  tlie  ex- 
it 
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treme  right,  but  in  less  than  ten  min- 
utes was  compelled  to  retreat  with  a 
loss  of  nearly  half  its  men.  A  bat- 
talion of  Pennsylvania  cavalry  which 
charged  down  the  road  at  the  same 
time  suffered  a  similar  fate.  Simul- 
taneously, too,  Gordon's  brigade  came 
on  the  field,  moved  a  little  to  the  right 
of  the  position  formerly  occupied  by 
the  10th  Maine,  and  was  badly  cut  up 
by  the  brigades  of  Branch,  Archer, 
and  Winder.  On  being  rallied  the 
brigade    again    charged,    but,    under 
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cover  of  the  woods,  Wiiriam  D.  Pen- 
der's   brigade   gained   its    right    and 
rear,  poured  in  a  destructive  volley, 
and  drove  it  from  tlic  field.     The  ar- 
tillery had  now  been  withdrawn  and 
the  Confederates  advanced.    Prince's 
brigade  fell  back,  leaving  Prince  and 
many    of    liis    men    prisoners;    and 
Greene,  who  had  been  hotly  engaged 
on    the    extreme    left,    but    had    held 
Ewell's   two   brigades  in  check,   was 
withdrawn.     Darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  contest,  although  the  artillery  fire 
was   continued   until   midnight.     The 
Union    loss    was    1,759    killed    and 
wounded,  and  594  missing;  the  Con- 
federate   loss    was    1,338    killed    and 
wounded,  and  31  missing.     Owing  to 
fatigue  and  excessive  heat  both  ar- 
mies rested  and  recruited  on  Sunday 
(August  10),  and  the  next  day  was 
spent  in  burjdng  the  dead.     But   on 
the    night    of   the    11th   Jackson    re- 
treated   from    the    field,    abandoning 
many  of  his  wounded,  recrossed  the 
Rapidan  and  marched  to  the  ^^cinity 
of  Gordonsville.* 

Meanwhile  at  Richmond  Lee  had 
been  jiondering  how  best  he  might 
strike  at  either  Pope  or  McClellan. 


*  Ropes,  The.  Army  under  Pope,  pp.  10-30; 
Gordon,  The  Army  of  Virginia;  Allan,  The  Army 
of  yorthern  Virginia;  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  4.59,  49.5-496-, 
F.  Denison,  The  Battle  of  Cedar  Mountain;  a 
Personal  View,  August  9,  1S62  (1881);  F.  A. 
Peterson,  Military  Reriew  of  the  Campaign  in 
Virginia  and  Maryland  under  Generals  John  C. 
Fremont,  iV.  P.  Banks,  Irvin  McDmceU  {and 
others)  in  1S62,  etc.;  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  iii.,  pp.  307-312;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  92-95; 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  177-179.  This  Battle  is  also  called 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Run  or  Slaughter's  Mountain. 


I  f e  knew  that  there  was  little  harmony 
between  McClellan  and  the  Adminis- 
tration,* and  judging  McClellan  by 
previous  actions  had  no  idea  that  an 
advance  would  be  made  on  Rich- 
mond, f  Early  in  August  news  ar- 
rived in  Richmond  that  McClellan 
was  retreating  from  the  James,  and 
ten  days  later  Lee  made  up  his  mind 
that  McClellan 's  intention  was  to  re- 
inforce Pope.  Accordingly  he  de- 
cided to  strike  at  Pope  before  Mc- 
Clellan reinforced  him,  and,  in  order 
to  concentrate  his  troops  upon  Pope, 
ordered  Longstreet  with  his  command 
and  Hood  with  two  brigades  to  Gor- 
donsville, he  himself  following  on  the 
15th.  t  As  he  outnumbered  Pope,  Lee 
determined  to  make  an  attack,  plan- 
ning his  movement  for  the  18th,  but 
Pope  learned  of  Lee's  plans  through 
the  capture  of  a  cavalry  officer  who 
had  Lee's  instructions  to  Stuart.  Ac- 
cordingly Pope  retreated  with  all 
speed  behind  the  Rappahannock 
River  (in  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Ford 
and  Rappahannock  Station),  taking  a 
position  on  the  20th  with  Sigel  on  the 
right,  McDowell  in  the  centre  at 
Cedar  Mountain,  and  Reno  on  the 
left.  Banks'  shattered  corps  being  at 
Culpeper.ll  From  Clark's  Mountain 
Lee  watched  Pope's  movement, §  and 


*  Long.  Life  of  Lee,  p.  183. 

j  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  825. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  674  et 
seq.,  and  vol.  xii.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  928  et  seq. 

|]  Regarding  his  intentions  when  taking  this 
position,  see  Swinton,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  p. 
176. 

§  Longsitreet,  From  Manassas  to  Appomattox, 
p.  162. 
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then  arranged  to  cross  at  Sulphur 
Springs,  turn  Pope's  right,  and  move 
upon  his  communications,  but  this 
pUm  faiU'd.  At  the  same  time  Pope 
planned  to  cross  the  river  and  attack 
Lee's  right  and  rear,  but  a  sudden 
flood  prevented  this  movement. 

Lee  then  directed  all  the   soldiers 
in  and  about  Richmond  except  two 
brigades  to  be  sent  to  him,  and  de- 
vised a  plan  of  cutting  Pope's  com- 
munications.     In  pursuance   of  this 
object  he  sent  Jackson  on  the  morning 
of  August  125  with  his  corps  of  25,000 
men   on  a   forced  march,  his  object 
being    to    cross    the    Rappahannock 
above  the  Union  army,  move  through 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  strike  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad  in  Pope's 
rear,    and   cut   him    off   from   Wash- 
ington;    meanwhile     Lee     continued 
to    threaten    Pope's    front    for    the 
purpose    of   misleading   him.     Jack- 
son covered   25   miles   the  first  day 
(the    25th),    camping    that    night    at 
Salem  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad. 
The  next  day  (August  26),  he  passed 
through  White  Plains,  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  and  Gainesville,  unopposed  and 
unobserved,  by  evening  reached  Bris- 
toe  Station,  tore  up  the  railroad  track 
and  the  telegraph  wires,  and  then  sent 
Stuart    with    a    body    of   cavalry   to 
Manassas  Junction,  seven  miles  nearer 
Washington.      Besides    several   pris- 
oners and  eight  guns,  Stuart  seized 
a  large  amount  of  commissary  and 
quartermaster's    supplies,   valued   at 
$1,000,000,  and  set  fire  to  the  stores. 
That  night  the  Confederates  feasted 


on   Northern   bread  and  meat  while 
Pope's   troops  went  hungry.      Pope 
had  learned  of  Jackson's  movement, 
but  was  uncertain  as  to  his  exact  po- 
sition.     He    thought   that   his    fight 
should  be  made  at  Warrenton,  and  ac- 
cordingly ordered  the  disposition  of 
his  troops  with  that  object  in  view.* 
On  the  night  of  the  25th  Pope's  head- 
quarters were  at  Warrenton  Junction. 
Reynolds'  division  had  joined  Mm  on 
the  23d.     On  the  25th  the  advance  of 
Heintzelman's  corps  arrived  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  together  with 
Hooker's  and  Kearny's  divisions,  and 
Fitz-John  Porter  wdth  the  divisions 
of    George    Sykes     and    George    W. 
Morell  of  Ids  corps.     These  two  corps 
with  Reynolds'  division  were  the  only 
reinforcements    that    Pope    received 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until 
after  the  battle  of  Manassas.     Full  of 
confidence.  Pope  decided  early  on  the 
morning  of  August  27  to  march  to 
Gainesville.      The     day    was     spent 
largely  in  marching,  and  a  skirmish 
occurred  between  Hooker  and  Ewell 
at  Kettle  Run  in  which  Hooker  gained 
the  victory.     Li  the  evening  Pope  ar- 
rived at  Bristoe  and,  learning  of  Jack- 
son's   situation,   issued   orders    at   9 
o'clock    to    McDowell,    who    was    at 
Gainesville,  and  to  his  other  lieuten- 
ants to  concentrate  at  Manassas,  as- 
suring them  that  if  they  would  march 
promptly  and  rapidly  they  would  bag 
tJK^   whole  crowd,  meaning  Jackson, 


*  Official  Records,   vol.   xii..   pt.    ii.,   p.   69;    pt. 
iii.,  p.  675. 
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Ewell,  and  A.  P.  Hill.*  At  midnight 
on  August  28  Pope  with  the  van 
reached  Manassas,  but  Jackson  had 
fled,  burning  all  the  stores  that  he 
could  not  transport.  Jackson  had 
taken  a  position  near  the  old  battle- 
field of  Bull  Run  to  await  the  arrival 
of  Longstreet,  who  he  knew  was 
rapidly   approaching.      Lee  had  not 


one  division  on  the  Rappahannock, 
Lee  started  with  Longstreet  to  unite 
with  Jackson,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
27th  had  reached  White  Plains.  The 
next  day  he  pushed  on,  but  James 
B.  Ricketts'  division  of  McDowell's 
corps,  learning  that  Longstreet 's 
forces  were  entering  Thoroughfare 
Gap,  moved  to  the  Gap  and  held  Long- 


been  satisfied  merely  with  cutting  the 
Union  communications  and  creating 
consternation  in  Washington,  but  had 
decided  to  join  Jackson  with  Long- 
street's  wing,  and  upon  a  favorable 
opportunity  to  give  battle. t  Late  on 
the  afternoon  of  August  26,  leaving 

•Ropes,  The  Army  under  Pope,  p.  53;  Allan, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  p.  218;  Official  Rec- 
ords, vol.  xii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  72. 

t  Allan,   Army  of   Xorthern   Virginia,   p.   200. 


street  back  during  the  day  and  into 
the  evening  of  the  28th.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  28th,  supposing  that  Jack- 
son was  east  of  Bull  Run,  Pope  or- 
dered his  army  to  Centreville,  Heint- 
zelman  and  Jesse  L.  Reno  by  the  fords 
of  Bull  Run,  and  McDowell,  Reynolds 
and  Sigel  by  the  Warrenton  turnpike. 
The  advance  along  the  turnpike  was 
begun  without  the  knowledge  that 
Jackson  was  just  north  of  it  on  the 
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field  of  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run. 
The  Union  approach  led  Jackson  to 
attack,  thus  revealing  his  position 
which  Pope  had  been  seeking  in  vain. 
This  was  the  battle  of  Gainesville, 
which  was  bitterly  contested  between 
Taliaferro's  division  and  two  brigades 
of  Ewell,  and  Rufus  King  of  McDow- 
ell's division.     The  loss  was  heavy  on 


on  the  morning  of  the  29th  was  greatly 
relieved  to  find  that  his  opponents 
had  retreated  and  that  he  could  get 
through  the  Gap  unmolested.  Accord- 
ingly at  dawn  of  the  29th  he  began 
the  march,  and  by  noon  was  on  the 
battle-field  of  Bull  Run.  By  this  time 
the  battle  of  Groveton  had  already 
begun.     About  9  o'clock  in  the  morn- 


both  sides,  and  though  it  was  a  drawn 
battle,*  the  Union  troops  considered 
their  situation  so  critical  that  they  re- 
treated, Ricketts'  brigade  to  Briscoe 
Station,  and  King's  to  Manasaas.f 
Longstreet  had  thought  himself  in 
desperate  straits  when  he  found  him- 
self opposed  by  the  Union  troops,  but 

*  Ropes.  The  Army  under  Pope,  p.  77. 

t  Charles  King,  Gainesville,  in  United  States 
Magazine,  series  iii.,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  1128-1148 
(1903)  ;  Ropes,  The  Army  under  Pope,  chap.  vi. 


ing,  ignorant  of  the  arrival  of  Long- 
street's  corps.  Pope  had  issued  to 
McDowell  and  Porter  a  joint  order, 
directing  them  to  move  their  com- 
mands toward  Gordonsville  and  to  es- 
tablish communication  between  them- 
selves and  the  main  body  on  the  War- 
renton  turnpike.*  Pope  expected  that 
they  would  assail  Jackson  in  flank  and 
rear,   but  when  the   two   met   about 


'Oificial   Records,   vol.  xiii..  pt.   ii.,  p.   76. 
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three  miles  from  Alanassas  Juuetiou 
and  about  five  miles  I'rom  G-ordons- 
ville,  they  agreed  that  the  order  could 
not  be  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  as  a  dis- 
patch had  just  been  received  from 
General  John  Buford  stating  that  a 
considerable  body  of  Confederates 
was  approacliing  from  the  threction 
of  Gordonsville.  Believing  that  there 
was  immediate  need  of  the  presence 
of  one  of  them  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
main  body  of  the  Union  army,  Mc- 
Dowell resolved  to  take  liis  corps  in 
that  direction,  saying  to  Porter  as  he 
left :  ' '  You  put  your  force  in  here 
and  I  will  take  mine  up  the  Sudley 
Springs  road  on  the  left  of  the  troops 
engaged  at  that  point."*  McDowell 
reached  Pope  at  5  p.  m.  and  reported 
to  him  with  King's  division  (com- 
manded by  Hatch,  as  King  was  ill). 
From  this  time  dates  the  alleged  neg- 
lect and  disobedience  of  Porter  which 
constitute  the  charges  against  him  in 
what  came  to  be  known  as  the  Fitz- 
John  Porter  case.t 

At  dayUght  of  the  29th  the  Union 
forces  were  put  in  motion  to  pursue 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  .\ii.,  pt.   ii.,  sup.,  p.  904. 

t  For  details  of  the  case  see  Grant,  An  Un- 
deserved Htignta,  in  Xorth  American  Review, 
vol.  cxxxv.  (Deceml)er.  1882);  T,  A.  Lord,  ,Sum- 
mary  of  the  Case  (1883)  ;  Cox.  The  Second  Battle 
of  Hull  Run  as  Connected  irith  the  Fitz-Johu 
Porter  Case  (1882);  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol. 
iv.,  p.  138;  R.  N.  R.  Phelps,  Stanton  and  Halleck 
in  the  Civil  War;  Fitz-John  Porter  and  the  Sec- 
ond Bull  Run  (1905);  Proceedings  of  a  General 
Court-Martial  for  the  Trial  of  ilajor-General 
Fitz-John  Porter  (1862);  Porter.  Appeal  to  the 
President  ♦  »  ♦  ivith  documents  (1869),  and 
Statement  of  the  Services  of  the  Fifth  Army 
Corps  in  1S(!.2  in  Northern  yirginia  (18781  ;  T.  C. 
Bullitt.  Argument  of  Counsel  for  Fitz-.John  Porter 


Jackson.  His  line  was  mainly  along 
an  unfinished  railroad,  the  left  near 
Sudley  Springs  and  the  right  on  high 
ground  north  of  the  Warrenton  road 
overlooking  Groveton.  The  Union 
forces  attacked  throughout  the  day 
Avith  brief  intermissions.  At  midday 
there  was  a  lull  in  the  battle,  but  in 
the  afternoon  Pope  attacked  with 
vigor.  At  4  :oO,  obsendng  that  neither 
McDowell  nor  Porter  had  made  an  at- 
tack upon  the  Confederate  right  and 
rear.  Pope  sent  Porter  an  order  to 
push  forward  at  once  into  action  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  if  possible  on 
his  rear.*  There  is  much  disicussion 
as  to  whether  this  order  was  delivered 
at  5  o'clock  or  6:30,  Porter  claiming 
the  latter  hour.  Porter  made  prep- 
arations to  attack,  but  before  they 
could  be  completed  darkness  came  on 
and  nothing  was  done  that  night.  In 
spite  of  his  disappointment  at  Por- 
ter's inaction,  Pope  fought  on  until 
dark.  McDowell  arrived  late  with 
King's  division.  As  it  moved  into  ac- 
tion it  encountered  the  head  of  Long- 
street  's  column  which  had  achieved  its 
junction  with  Jackson.  In  less  than 
an  hour  in  a  bloody  contest  John  B. 
Hood's  di\asion  of  Longstreet's  force 
had  ended  the  battle  of  Groveton. 
Such  were  the  preliminaries  of  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run.f 


before  the  Advisory  Board  of  Officers  at  West 
Point,  Jan.  6,  1879;  J.  H.  Choate,  The  Case  of 
General  Fitz-John  Porter  (1879);  William  C. 
Patterson,  Fitz-John  Porter  (1880):  Ropes.  77ir 
Army  under  Pope,  p.  .53  et  scq. 

•  Official  Records,  vol.  xii..  ])t.  ii.,  p.  509. 

t  Rev.  F.  Denison.  The  Battle  of  Groveton; 
Ropes,  The  Army  under  Pope,  chap.  viii. 
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The  movement  on  August  30  cov- 
ered the  ground  of  McDowell's  and 
Johnston's  battle  of  the  year  before. 
Jackson's    line    occupied    a    position 
from  Sudley  Springs  to  the  heights 
overlooking   Groveton.      Lee,   whose 
forces  were  now  all  up,  formed  Long- 
street's    line    across    the    Warrenton 
turnpike  on  high  ground  about  a  mile 
west  of  Groveton.     On  this  ridge  Avere 
a  number  of  batteries  under  Stephen 
D.  Lee  and  John  B.  Walton.     The  hue 
then  turned  east,  south  of  the  turn- 
pike, and  extended  toward  the  Sudley 
Springs  road.    The  Confederate  posi- 
tion   south   of   the   Warrenton    road 
seemed  not  to  be  suspected  by  Pope 
who  beUeved  the  Confederates  to  be 
retreating.     At  noon,  therefore,  after 
reconnoissances  north  of  the  road,  he 
ordered  a  vigorous  pursuit.*     Porter 
was  to  push  west  on  the  Warrenton 
turnpike  with  King's  division  on  Ms 
right  and  Reynolds'  division  on  his 
left.      Ricketts'  division  followed  by 
Heintzelman's  corps  was  to  press  on 
the  Hajanarket  road,  while  the  corps 
of  Sigel  and  Reno  acted  as  reserves. 
In    the    morning    the    Confederate 
generals  were  apprehensive  that  Pope 
would  get  away  from  them,+  but  Lee, 
though  eager  for  battle,  had  made  up 
his  mind  that  he  would  not  take  the 
initiative.      While    he    waited.    Pope 
made    the    very    movement    that    he 
wished.    At  4  o  'clock  Porter  advanced 
with  his  own  corps,  and  King's  divi- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.,  pt.   iii..  p.   741. 
t  James  Longstreet  in  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol 
ii.,  p.  520. 


sion  puslK-d  in  on  Jackson's  line  with 
great  pertinacity.    Lee  seemed  willing 
to  allow  the  Union  troops  to  exhaust 
themselves  in  these  futile  attacks,  but 
Jackson  was  tinally  compelled  to  call 
for   assistance,   and   Longstreet  was 
dispatched  to  make  a  counter  attack. 
Longstreet,  however,  instead  of  send- 
ing troops,  placed  his  batteries  so  as 
to  enfilade  Jackson's  front  and  opened 
v\dth  a  terrific  flanking  fire  of  artillery. 
The  Union  Hues  were  repulsed  with 
great     loss,     and     all    their    efforts 
were  expended  in  defending  the  posi- 
tion against  Longstreet 's  forces  south 
of    the    Warrenton    turnpike.      The 
whole  of  Longstreet 's  Une  went  for- 
ward toward  the  road  with  a  rush. 
There  were  five  divisions :    C.  M.  Wil- 
cox, on  the  left,  then  N.  G.   Evans 
(Hood),  R.  H.  Anderson,  J.  L.  Kem- 
per, and  David  R.  Jones.    When  Jack- 
son saw  Longstreet 's  advance,  he  or- 
dered his  own  line  forward  and  grad- 
ually forced  back  the  corps  of  Heint- 
zelman  and  Reno.     A  fierce  struggle 
took  place  for  the  possession  of  two 
elevated  positions  near  the  Henry  and 
Chinn  houses.     The  latter,  known  as 
Bald  Hill,  was  carried  by  the  Confed- 
erates after  persistent  and  sanguinary 
fighting,  but  the  Henry  house  hill  was 
held  against  every  assault,  and  Sykes' 
regulars  who  held  it  covered  the  re- 
treat across  the  stone  bridge  to  Cen- 
treville.     The  Union  forces  remained 
in    possession    of    this    hill    until    8 
o'clock,  when,  the  last  of. the  troops 
having  retreated,  they  moved  back- 
ward,   destroyed    the    stone    bridge, 
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and  rejoined  the  army  wliich  had  then 
concentrated  at  Centre ville.  While 
the  battle  was  not  exactly  a  rout,  it 
was  a  bad  Union  defeat.  Though 
there  was  much  straggling,*  the  main 
army  had  retreated  in  good  order  and 
Lee  did  not  pursue.  In  the  manage- 
ment of  the  battle  Pope's  chief  tacti- 
cal error  lay  in  an  obstinate  persist- 
ence in  the  belief  that  the  enemy 
were  in  retreat.  Lee  displayed  his 
eminent  generalship  in  a  striking 
manner.! 

Pope  was  reinforced  at  Centreville 
by  the  strong  corps  of  Sumner  and 
Franklin  from  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. Here  also  he  found  supplies, 
of  which  his  army  was  badly  in  need, 
since  it  had  fought  for  two  days 
almost  entirely  without  food  or  for- 
age. The  day  after  the  battle  Gen- 
eral Lee  set  out  in  pursuit,  marching 
his  army  by  way  of  Sudley  Ford 
around  Pope's  right  at  Centreville 
to  seize  Fairfax  Court  House  and  in- 
terpose between  Pope  and  Washing- 
ton ;  and  that  night  Jackson  who  was 
in  advance  bivouaced  at  Chantilly 
on  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike,  ^\'ith 
Longstreet  some  distance  in  the  rear. 
The  next  morning  General  Stuart  in- 
formed  Jackson   that   a   part   of   the 


*  Franklin  says  that  upon  his  arrival  at  the 
Warrenton  turnpike  at  six  o'clock  he  found  it 
"  filled  witli  fleeing  men.  artillery,  and  wa<rons, 
all  leaving  the  field  in  a  panic.  It  was  a  scene 
of  terrible  confusion. —  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.. 
pt.  ii.,  p.  536. 

fT.  Worthington,  .1  Correct  History  of  Pope. 
McDouell  and  Fitz-Jolni  Porter  at  the  Hecond 
Battle  of  Bull  h'lin.  Avfjust  29,  1862;  Ropes,  The 
Armij    under    I'ojre,    pp.    4!1-1'"" 


Union   army  was   at    Fairfax   Court 
House   and  that   Pope's  trains  were 
coming   to    that    place   from   Centre- 
ville.     Jackson  moved  cautiously  to- 
ward Fairfax  Court  House,  and  on 
reaching   Ox  Hill,   three   miles   from 
Chantilly,  formed  in  battle  order,  with 
his  artillery  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
and  his  infantry  on  the  right  extend- 
ing in  the  direction  of  tiie  Centreville 
road.     At  1  p.  m.  Pope,  having  heard 
of  Jackson's  advance  toward  his  rear, 
sent  General  I.  I.  Stevens  with  about 
3,000  men  of  Reno's  corps   to  hold 
Jackson  in  check  until  the  army  could 
be  brought  into  position  at  Fairfax 
Court   House.      When    Stevens'    ad- 
vance   skirmishers    drove    back    his 
own,   Jackson   sent   a   regiment   for- 
ward,  but  its   advance  was  immedi- 
ately repelled  by  Samuel  N.  Benja- 
min's battery.     Taking  with  him  six 
regiments    (2,000    men),    Stevens    at 
-t    o'clock    began    to    move    towards 
Jackson's  position.     When  within  75 
yards  of  a  body  of  woods,  Stevens' 
column  M'as  met  with  a  terrific  fire 
from     Branch's     brigade,     and     at 
first  began  to  waver.    For  a  moment 
the  assault  was  checked,  but  Stevens, 
seizing  the   colors,    sprang  forward, 
routed     Branch,     and     gained     the 
enemy's   position,   though   a  moment 
afterward      Stevens      himself      was 
killed.    At  almost  the  same  moment  a 
terrific  thunderstorm  burst  over  the 
field,    wetting    ammunition,    blinding 
the  men,  and  making  fighting  practi- 
cally   impossible.     In    the    meantime 
Jackson  brought  up  fresh  men,  and 
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after  a  contest  of  more  than  an  hour 
the  six  regiments  were  driven  out  of 
the  woods  and  fell  back  to  the  point 
where    they    had    been    formed,     on 
the   right   of  which   point   David   B. 
Birney's  brigade  of  Ivearny's  division 
had  come  up.     Meanwliile  three  regi- 
ments of  Reno 's  connnand  had  been 
sent  in  on  Stevens'  right,  only  one  of 
which,  however  (the  21st  Massachu- 
setts), became  seriously  engaged,  be- 
ing repulsed  wdth  great  loss.    General 
Kearny  then  arrived  with  a  battery, 
met  the  21st  Massachusetts  as  it  came 
out  of  the  woods,  and  was  leading  it 
to  the  left  when  he  was  informed  that 
the  Confederates  were  advancing  from 
the  woods  and  through  a  cornfield  on 
Birney.     He   spurred  his  horse  into 
the  cornfield  to  reconnoiter,  ran  upon 
the  Confederate  skirmish  line  and,  ob- 
serving his  mistake,  was  about  to  ride 
l)ack  when  he  was  shot  through  the 
body  and  killed.*    A  sharp  encounter 
ensued,  only  to  be  ended  by  darkness, 
when  the  regiment  withdrew  and  the 
Confederates   retired   to   the   woods, 
neither  side  having  gained  any  ad- 
vantage.     Pope's     army    was     then 
ordered  by  the  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington   to    withdraw    ^\itllin    the    de- 
fences of  the  city,  while  Ijeo  marched 
across   the   Potomac  into  Majyland. 
The    Union    loss    at    Chantilly    was 
abovit  800,  that  of  the  Confederates 
about  700.t    Pope's  losses  throughout 
the  campaign  from  August  lb"  to  Sep- 

*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii..  pp.  .537-538;  and 
the  biographies  of  Kearny. 

t  Hazard  Stevens,  Life  of  General  I.  I.  Stevens. 
vol.   ii.;    G.   H.   fiordon.   The   Army   of    Virginia: 


tember  2  were  10,199  killed  and 
wounded,  and  4,263  captured  or  miss- 
ing. The  best  estimates  place  the 
Confederate  loss  at  about  8,500.  Dur- 
ing the  campaign  the  Union  forces 
numbered  between  65,000  and  70,000, 
while  the  Confederates  numbered  only 
54,000.* 

During  these  operations,  Halleck  at 
Washington,  and  McClellan  at  Alex- 
andria were  endeavoring  to  forward 
reinforcements  to  Pope.  When,  on 
August  30,  Secretary  Stanton  learned 
that  McClellan  had  not  been  as  prompt 
as  he  should  have  been  in  effecting  the 
retreat  ordered,  he  issued  an  order 
stating  that  General  MoClellan  would 
thenceforth  hold  command  of  that 
portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
that  had  not  been  sent  forward  to 
Pope.f  Since  this  portion  contained 
only  100  men  this  practically  consti- 
tuted an  order  of  removal  for  Mc- 
Clellan. However,  when  news  of  the 
second  Bull  Run  disaster  reached 
Washington,  Halleck  telegraphed  to 

Official  Records,  vol.  xii.;  Ropes,  The  Army  under 
Pope,   chap.   xi. 

*  Ropes,  The  Army  under  Pope;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  Ii.,  pp.  449-541;  A.  L.  Long,  Mem- 
oirs of  R.  E.  Lee;  J.  E.  Cooke,  Stonewall  Jack- 
son; Fitzhugh  Lee,  Life  of  General  R.  E.  Lee; 
G.  F.  R.  Henderson,  Stonewall  Jackson  and  the 
American  Civil  War;  Allan,  The  Army  of  North- 
ern Virginia  in  18G2 ;  Nicolay  and  Hay.  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  chap.  i. ;  Hazard  Stevens,  The 
Second  Battle  of  Bull  Run  (1912);  J.  A.  Mon- 
roe, Battery  D,  First  Rhode  Island  Light  Artillery 
at  the  Second  Battle  of  Bull  Run  (1890)  :  G.  H. 
Gordon,  The  Army  of  Virginia;  Confederate  Mili- 
tary History^  vol.  iii.,  pp.  315-334;  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
0.5-105:  vol.  v.,  pp.  124-139;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  179- 
180;  vol.  X.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  23U--zao. 

j  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  739;  vol. 
xi..  pt.  i.,  p.  103. 
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McClellan  that  he  was  utterly  tired 
out  and  wished  his  assistance  in  this 
crisis.*  Accordingly  on  September  1 
MoClellau  went  to  Washington  and 
soon  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  every- 
thing valuable  should  be  drawn  in  at 
once.t  At  the  same  time  Pope  advised 
that  the  army  be  brought  back  to  the 
intrenchments  in  front   of  Washing- 


ton. Therefore,  upon  learning  of  the 
full  extent  of  the  disaster,  Lincoln,  on 
September  5,  in  spite  of  the  remon- 
strances of  his  Cal)inet,*  placed  Mc- 
Clellan in  command  of  all  the  troops 
in  the  tield  and  directed  Pope  to  re- 
port for  orders  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,t  this  being  tantamount  to  his 
removal  from  command. 


CHAPTER   XVI. 

1862. 

ACTS     OF     CONGRESS :     POSTPONEMENT     OF    EMANCIPATION. 

Military  possession  of  railroad  and  telegraph  lines  authorized  —  The  Pacific  railroad  bill  —  The  imposition  of 
internal  and  income  taxes  —  Increase  of  tariff  duties  —  Passage  of  the  Confiscation  Act  —  Hunter's  emanci- 
pation proclamation  —  Lincoln's  proclamation  declaring  it  void  —  His  conference  with  the  border  slave  State 
Republicans  —  His  message  to  Congress  —  His  decision  to  postpone  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  —  His 
reply  to  Greeley's  letter. 


Meanwhile  the  second  session  of 
the  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  was  still 
liard  at  work.  By  an  act  approved  on 
January  31  the  President  was  author- 
ized to  take  military  possession  of  the 
railroad  and  telegraph  lines  when  the 
public  safety  required  it.  Another 
important  step  taken  by  Congress  was 
the  passing  on  July  1  of  "An  act  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri 
River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  to  se- 
cure to  the  Government  the  use  of  the 
same  for  postal,  military,  and  other 
purposes." 

To  provide  annual  revenues  for 
the  support  of  the  Government  and 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  103.  See 
also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
p.  20;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  134. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xi..  pt.  i.,  p.  103. 


to  pay  interest  on  the  public  debt,  a 
voluminous  tax  bill  was  passed  and 
approved  on  July  1.  Under  this  act 
men  in  all  classes  of  trade  and  all 
kinds  of  business  were  required  to 
pay  for  licenses.  A  heavy  tax  was 
laid  on  tobacco  and  cigars,  a  duty  of 
20  cents  per  gallon  was  imposed  on 
spirits,  and  $1  per  barrel  on  malt 
liquors.  Taxes  were  levied  on  nearly 
all  manufactured  articles  and  on  car- 
riages, yachts,  billiard  tables,  railroad 
bonds,  legacies,  passports,  distribu- 
tive shares  of  personal  property, 
slaughtered  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep; 
and  a  duty  of  3  per  cent,  was  laid  on 


•Nicolay  and  Haj-,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  21-22.  See  also  Ropes,  The  Army  under  Pope. 
chap.  xii. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xii.,  pt.  iii.,  pp.  807,  812- 
813:    McClellan's  Omi  Story,  pp.  566-567. 
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all  gains,  profits,  or  incomes  exceed- 
ing $600,  of  every  person  resitling 
within  the  United  States,  and  on  the 
gross  receipts  of  railroads,  steam- 
ships, toll  bridges,  and  advertisements 
in  newspapers,  and  on  the  dividends 
of  banks,  saving  institutions,  trust 
and  insurance  companies.  One-tenth 
of  1  per  cent,  was  exacted  on  the  gross 
amount  of  auction  sales,  and  5  per 
cent,  on  incomes  exceeding  $10,000, 
while  the  incomes  of  citizens  residing 
abroad  were  taxed  the  same  amount. 
Stamp  duties  were  imposed  on  every 
kind  of  paper,  also  on  plajdng  cards, 
medicines  or  other  preparations,  per- 
fumery and  cosmetics.*  The  tariff 
was  also  increased. 

During  the  first  session  of  the 
Thirty-Seventh  Congress  a  bill  was 
introduced  to  increase  the  duties  on 
tea,  sugar,  and  coffee.  The  Govern- 
ment needed  funds  so  badly  that  this 
bill  was  rushed  through  both  Houses 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on 
December  4,  1861.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  session  another  tariff  act  was 
passed,  advancing  temporarily  the 
duties  on  imports.  The  changes  made 
were  partly  a  substitution  of  new 
duties  for  those  previously  in  force, 
and  partly  in  addition  to  the  old  duties. 
In  both  cases  tea,  coffee,,  and  sugar 
which  were  already  taxed  severely 
were  left  unchanged.  Under  the  Mor- 
rill tariff  all  refined  sugar  brought  a 
duty  of  three-quarters  of  a  cent  per 
pound,  while  under  the  war  duty  this 
was  increased  to  two  and  a  half,  three, 

•  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  58-60. 


and  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound 
according  to  grade.  Upon  imported 
iron  (except  pig  iron),  upon  cotton 
and  wool  goods  of  all  classes,  and 
on  almost  all  articles  known  as  pro- 
tected articles  heavy  additional  taxes 
were  laid.  At  the  same  time  the  free 
list  was  greatly  shortened,  so  that 
there  were  only  99  articles  left  on  it. 
This  bill  was  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  July  14,  1862.* 

The  next  important  measure  of  this 
session  was  the  Confiscation  Act. 
The  act  as  finally  passed  and  ap- 
proved continued  tlie  penalty  of  death 
for  treason  (though  the  discretion  of 
the  court  might  be  exercised  in  com- 
muting the  punishment  to  confinement 
and  imprisonment)  and  defined  the 
crime  of  rebellion  annexing  a  pen- 
alty to  it.  The  President  was  directed 
to  seize  the  estate,  property,  money, 
stocks,  credits  and  effects  of  all  mili- 
tary and  civil  officers  of  the  Soutliern 
Confederacy,  and  after  60  days  of 
public  warning  to  confiscate  likewise 
the  property  of  all  those  engaged  in 
armed  rebellion  or  in  aiding  or  abet- 
ting rebellion  against  the  United 
States.  The  slaves  of  those  convicted 
of  treason  or  rebellion  and  the  slaves 
of  "  rebel  owners  "  who  in  any  way 
came  under  the  authority  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  were  freed  forever; 
the  protection  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Act  was  denied  to  all  owners  of  es- 
caped slaves  except  those  who  were 
loyal  to  the  Union  and  the  military 


*  Stan  wood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  127-128. 
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and  civil   officers  were  forbidden  to 
surrender  any  fugitive  to  the  claim- 
ant; the  colonization  of  colored  per- 
sons was  authorized,  as  was  the  em- 
ployment of  negroes  as  soldiers ;  and 
the  President  was  granted  power  to 
amnesty  the  Confederates  by  procla- 
mation and  to  make  exceptions  from 
a  general  pardon.*   The  bill  as  finally 
passed  was  not  so  stringent  in  its  pro- 
visions as  the  bill  originally  proposed; 
but  even  in  this  altered  form  it  was 
more  acceptable  to  the  radicals  than 
the    measure    proposed    by   the    con- 
servative Republicans  and  the  Union- 
ists of  the  border  States.     Neverthe- 
less,  after  the  conference,  the  Con- 
fiscation   Act    was    passed    by    the 
House  on  July  11  and  by  the  Senate 
the  next  day.  Lincoln  originally  in- 
tended to  veto  this  bill,  and  had  al- 
ready    prepared     his     message     to 
Congress   to   that   effect,     but    Con- 
gress   added    an    explanatory    joint 
resolution   which   removed   Lincoln's 
main  objection  to  the  bill  itself,  and 
therefore    he    allowed    it    to    become 
law.f 

The  radical  Republicans  now  be- 
came more  censorious  toward  the 
President.  First,  they  found  fault 
with  him  because  he  was  not  conduct- 
ing the  war  with  vigor;  second,  be- 
cause he  did  not  remove  General 
McClellan  from  command;  third,  be- 


cause he  did   not  strike  at  slavery. 
Many  seemed  to  think  that  Congress 
was   acting  under  duress   and  must 
learn    the    "royal    pleasure"    before 
an    act    could    be    passed.*     Never- 
theless  Lincoln   was   thinking   about 
slavery     as     earnestly     as     any     of 
the  radicals,!  and  was  soon  able  to 
take   action   with  regard   to  it.     On 
March  31  General  David  Hunter  had 
taken  command  of  the  Department  of 
the  South,  comprising  the  States  of 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida. 
On  May  9  he  issued  an  order  from  Hil- 
ton Head  in  which,  after  asserting  that 
the  Department  of  the  South  was  un- 
der martial  law,  he  said:     «'  Slavery 
and  martial  law  in  a  free  country  are 
altogether    incompatible.      The    per- 
sons in  these  three  States,  Georgia, 
Florida,  and  South  Carolina,  hereto- 
fore held  as  slaves,  are  therefore  de- 
clared forever  free."t     Public  atten- 
tion was  at  once  aroused.     Hunter's 
course  was  applauded  by  some  and 
denounced  by  others.    The  first  knowl- 
edge of  Hunter's  proclamation  came 
to   Lincoln    through   the   newspapers 
about    the    middle    of   May.      Chase 
urged  the  President  to  let  the  order 
stand,  but  Lincoln  said  that  no  com- 
manding general  should  do  "  such  a 
thing  upon  my  responsibility  without 


For  Lincoln's  note  appended  to  his  approval 
of  this  act,  see  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  85-87.  See  also  Appleton's  Annual 
Encyclopcedia  for  1862,  p.  274;  McPherson.  His- 
tory of  the  Rebellion,  p.   197. 

t  Rhodes,   United  f^tntes.  vol.   iv..   pp.  60-64. 


*J^^  ^^°°'^''  'P'^*"''  '"  Congressional  Globe, 
Slth  Congress,  2d  session,  p.  3375  et  seq. 

1  Harris,  The  Political  Conflict  in  America,  pp. 
264-265. 

X  Official  Records,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  341;  Richardson, 
Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  p.  91;  Williams 
The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii..  p.  257;  Rob- 
ert C.  Schenck,   Major-General  David  Hunter. 
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consulting    me."*       Accordingly     on 
May  19  he  issued  a  prochnnation  de- 
claring Hunter's  order  void  and  ap- 
pealing to  the  people  of  the  border 
slave  States  to  agree  upon  some  plan 
of  gradual  abohshment  of  slavery  and 
to  accept  the  compensation  for  their 
slaves  proffered  them  by  the  President 
and  Congress.!  This  appeal,  however, 
did  not  convince  those  to  whom  it  was 
addressed;  but  it  showed  that  Lincoln 
was  desirous  of  ridding  the  Nation  of 
slavery  in  a  constitutional  way.    The 
proclamation    received    general    ap- 
in-oval  throughout  the  country.     Ac- 
cordingly at  a  conference  on  July  12 
Lincoln  requested  the  Republicans  of 
tlje  border   slave   States    (Maryland, 
Delaware,   Kentucky,   and  Missouri) 
to  adopt  his  policy,  accept  compensa- 
tion for  their   slaves,  and  press  the 
subject   upon   the   attention   of   their 
constituency.!    They  replied  that  this 
policy  seemed  to  interfere  with  the 
rights   of   the   States;   that   it   was   a 
question   whether  Congress   had   tlie 
constitutional  power  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  such  a  purpose;  that 
the  country  could  not  bear  the  expense 
involved;  and  that  Congress  was  not 
sincere  in  making  such  an  oft'er.|| 


*  Warden,  Life  of  Chase,  p.  433. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
91-92;  Lincoln's  Complete  Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  156. 
See  also  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
65-66;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  94-95;  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America, 
vol.   ii.,  pp.  258-259. 

t  For  his  second  appeal  to  them,  see  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp.   109-111. 

II  McPherson,  History  of  the  Rebellion,  p.  215 ; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
111-112;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  68. 


Still  Lincoln  cUd  not  abandon  hope, 
and  on  July  13  discussed  the  subject 
with  Seward  and  Welles.  The  reverses 
suffered  by  the  Union  army  compelled 
the  conviction  that  a  new  policy  must 
be   adopted.      Since   the   slaves   were 
raising  the  food  for  tlie  Confederate 
army  and  serving  as  teamsters  and 
laborers    on    intrenchments,    Lincoln 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  ab- 
solutely essential  for  the  salvation  of 
the  Nation  that  the  slaves  be  freed.* 
Accordingly,    on    July    14,    Lincoln 
asked  the  Senate  and  the  House  to 
pass  a  bill  placing  at  his  disposal  a 
certain  sum  of  6  jaer  cent,  interest- 
bearing  bonds  of  the  United  States 
to    be    used    by   him   in    paying    for 
slaves    in    any    State    that    lawfully 
abolished    slavery    within    its    terri- 
tory.!     This   message   was   not   well 
received  in  the  Senate,     and  in  the 
House    action    was    postponed    until 
the  day  before  adjournment,     when 
(on  July  16)    a  bill  was  introduced 
providing    for    an    issue    of    bonds 
amounting  to  $180,000,000  to  be  used 
to  compensate  loyal  slave  owners  in 
the  border  States  and  Tennessee  when 
these  States  lawfully  abolished  slav- 
ery, and  for  an  appropriation  of  $20,- 
000,000  to  be  expended  in  colonizing 
free  negroes.    However,  as  Congress 
was  to  adjourn  the  next  day,  the  bill 
was  not  considered.! 

*  See  the  diary  of  Secretary  Welles  quoted  in 
Kicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
121-123. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
84. 

t  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  70-71. 
See  also  Congressional  Globe,  p.  3394. 
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Five  days  after  Congress  adjourned 
(July  22),  Lincoln  read  to  his  Cabinet 
an  emancipation  proclamation  whieli 
he  proposed  to  issue,  stating  that  on 
January  1,  1863,  all  slaves  in  States 
wherein  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  United  States  was  not  recog- 
nized should  be  thenceforward  and 
forever  free.*  Most  of  the  Cabinet 
members  gave  this  policy  unqualified 
support.  Seward,  however,  ques- 
tioned the  expediency  of  issuing  the 
proclamation  at  this  time,  stating  that 
the  depression  of  the  public  mind  was 
so  great  that  he  feared  the  effect  of  so 
important  a  step.  He  suggested  that 
its  promulgation  be  postponed  until 
Lincoln  could  give  it  to  the  country 
supported  by  a  great  military  victory. 
Lincoln  followed  Seward's  advice,  and 
postponed  the  matter. f 

When  Lincoln  made  this  decision  all 
indications  afforded  a  reasonable  hope 
that  the  delay  would  be  short.  Dis- 
aster, however,  hung  upon  the  Union 
arms  and,  moreover,  the  military  sit- 
uation gave  a  new  and  serious  char- 
acter to  the  political  conditions.  The 
radicals  and  conservatives  accused 
each  other  with  being  the  cause  of 
failure  and  clamored  for  a  change  of 
policy.  While  Lincoln  had  iletermined 
upon  his  course,  circumstances  pre- 
cluded his  divulging  it,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  maintain  the  appearance 
of    indecision,     thus    only    bringing 


upon  himself  a  greater  flood  of  im- 
portunities. On  August  20  Greeley 
wrote  and  printed  in  the  New  York 
Tribune  a  long  open  letter  to  Lincoln 
(known  as  "The  Prayer  of  Twenty 
Millions"),  accusing  him  of  faiUng 
to  execute  the  Confiscation  Act  and 
of  being  unduly  influenced  by  cer- 
tain "fossil  politicians"  from  the 
border  slave  States,  and  complaining 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  army 
officers  were  evincing  more  solicitude 
to  uphold  slavery  than  to  put  down 
the  rebellion.*  On  August  22  Lincoln 
replied  fliat  his  policy  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  I  would  save  the  Union.  I  would  save  it 
tlie  sliortest  way  under  tlie  Constitution.  The 
sooner  tlie  national  authority  can  be  restored,  the 
nearer  the  Union  will  be  '  the  Union  as  it  was.' 
If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union 
unless  they  could  at  the  same  time  save  slavery, 
I  do  not  agree  with  them.  If  there  be  those  who 
would  not  save  the  Union  unless  they  could  at 
the  same  time  destroy  slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with 
tliem.  My  paramount  object  in  this  struggle  is 
(o  save  tlie  Union,  and  is  not  either  to  s.ave  or  to 
destroy  ^avery.  If  I  could  save  the  Union  with- 
out freeing  any  slave,  I  would  do  it:  and  if  I 
could  save  it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves,  I  would 
do  it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  some  and 
leaving  others  alone,  I  would  also  do  that.  Wliat 
I  do  about  slavery  and  the  colored  race,  I  do  be- 
cause I  believe  it  helps  to  save  the  Union;  and 
what  I  forljear,  I  forbear  because  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  would  help  to  save  the  Union.  I  shall 
do  less  whenever  I  shall  believe  whatever  I  am 
<loing  hurts  the  cause,  and  I  shall  do  more  when- 
ever I  shall  believe  doing  more  will  help  the 
cause.  I  shall  try  to  correct  errors  when  shown 
to  be  errors,  and  I  shall  adopt  new  views  so  fast  as 
they  shall  appear  to  be  true  views.  I  have  here 
stated   my   purpose   according   to  my   view   of   of- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  pp.  125-12G. 

t  See  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  128-130,  quoting  F.  B.  Carpenter,  fiix  Months 
in   the  White   House,  pp.  20-22. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.. 
pp.  151-1.52;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
72-73 :  Greeley,  The  American  conflict,  vol.  ii.,  |i. 
249;  Williams.  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  253. 
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ficial  duty;  and  I  iiitond  no  moditication  of  my 
oft  expressed  personal  wish  that  all  men  every- 
where could  Ije  free."  * 

Lincoln's  reply  received  the  ^^'idest 
publicity  and  undoubtedly  was  read 
l)y  everyone  at  the  North.  Long  be- 
fore this  Lincoln  had  had  the  major- 
ity of  the  people  with  him,  and  his  re- 
ply made  many  new  friends.  In  spite 


of  military  misfortune  he  still  had 
only  to  announce  clearly  his  policy  to 
obtain  for  it  the  support  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  plain  people.  At  an  en- 
thusiastic mass  meeting  in  Chicago  a 
poem  was  read  based  upon  the  July 
call  for  troops,  and  the  words  "We 
are  coming,  Father  Abraham,  300,000 
more,"  were  on  every  lip. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

1862-1863. 

lee's    invasion    of    MAR-i-LAND:    SOUTH    MOUNTAIN  :  ANTIETAM  :  FREDERICKSBURG. 

Lee's  failure  to  secure  aid  in  Maryland  —  Beginning  of  the  pursuit  by  McClellan  —  Jackson's  capture  of  Harper's 
Ferry  —  The  battle  of  South  Mountain  (Crampton's,  Turner's  and  Fox's  Gaps)—  Lee's  retreat  to  the  Antietam 

—  The  battle  of  Sharpsburg  or  Antietam  —  Lee's  retreat  into  Virginia  —  The  engagement  at  Shepherdstown 
YoTd  —  Stuart's  raid  into  Pennsylvania  —  The  removal  of  McClellan  —  Defeat  of  Burnside  at  Fredericksburg 

—  The  "  Mud  March  " — The  removal  of  Burnside  from  command. 


Lee's  success  in  routing  Pope  seems 
to  have  convinced  the  Confederate  au- 
thorities that  the  present  was  a  pro- 
pitious time  to  invade  Maryland.  Lee 
wrote  that  he  could  not  afford  to  be 
idle,  since  his  soldiers  were  ragged 
and  destitute,  the  army  was  deficient 
in  material  of  war,  and  moreover  the 
weakened  and  demoralized  condition 
of  the  Union  army  invited  attack. t 
Accordingly,  on  September  3,  Lee  put 
his  troops  in  motion  and  on  reaching 
Dranesville  informed  Da\"is  of  his  in- 
tention of  invading  Maryland.  On 
September  4,  while  at  Leesburg,  he 


*  Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  voL  vi.. 
pp.  152-153;  Lincoln's  Complete  ^yorks,  vol.  ii., 
p.  227;  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America, 
vol.   ii.,  pp.   254-255. 

t  F.  W.  Palfrey.  The  Antietam  and  Frederick.t- 
biirg,  p.   15. 


informed  Davis  that  he  intended  to 
begin  the  march  unless  Davis  should 
signify  his  disapprobation,  but  before 
his  dispatch  could  have  reached  Rich- 
mond the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
had  crossed  the  Potomac  and  the  van 
led  by  Jackson  had  reached  Frederick 
City  (on  the  6th).*  Anxious  to  con- 
ciliate and  give  the  people  of  Mary- 
land "  an  opportunity  of  liberating 
themselves  "t  Lee  on  September  8  is- 

*  It  was  Jackson's  ride  through  the  streets  of 
Frederick  City  that  gave  occasion  to  Whittier  to 
invent  the  story  of  Barbara  Frietchie.  Jackson 
was  not  a  man  who  would  give  an  order  to  fire 
at  the  window  of  a  private  house  merely  because 
he  saw  there  "the  old  flag"  and  it  is  quite  im- 
possible that  Barbara's  remark.  "  Spare  your 
country's  flag "  could  have  brought  a  "  blush  of 
shame  "  over  Jackson's  face.  See  Rhodes,  United 
SItates,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  140-141 ;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.   ii.,   pp.   618-619. 

f  Official  Records,  vol.   xix..  pt.  ii.,  p.  593. 
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sued  an  address  to  the  people  of  Mary- 
land appealing  to  them  to  throw  off 
tyranny,  to  regain  their  rights  in  con- 
nection with  their  Southern  brethren, 
and  to  secure  bj^  his  aid  their  ancient 
freedom  of  thought  and  speecli.* 
Lee's  invitations,  however,  were 
treated  with  indifference;  the  people 
gave  no  sign  of  rising.f  As  a  whole, 
the  State  was  loyal  and  adhered  to 
the  Union  from  motives  of  principle 
more  than  those  of  interest.  The  most 
serious  obstacle  with  which  Lee  had 
to  contend  was  the  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing subsistence.  He  proposed  to  pay 
for  all  the  supplies  taken,  but  his  only 
medium  of  exchange  was  Confederate 
currency  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness, and  these  the  Marylanders  re- 
fused to  take.  Moreover,  caring  lit- 
tle for  the  custom  offered  them  by  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  the  Frederick 
people  closed  their  shops. J  Learning 
that  he  could  not  subsist  on  the  coun- 
try, Lee  decided  to  open  a  line  of  com- 
munication through  the  Shenandoali 
Valley.  Here  again  Lee  met  with  an 
obstacle,  for  Harper's  Ferry,  which 
commanded  the  valley,  was  held  by  a 
Union  garrison.  Lee  expected  the 
Union  troops  to  evacuate  upon  his  ap- 
proach, and  this  would  have  been  done 
had  McClellan's  advice  been  taken. || 
But  Halleck  refused  to  abandon  the 
place,  and  thus  Lee  was  compelled  to 


divide  his  army,  sending  Jackson  into 
Virginia  to  capture  Harper's  Ferry 
while  he  and  Longstreet  proceeded 
toward  Hagerstown.* 

McClellan  arranged  to  follow  Lee 
and  on  September  5  started  his  troops 
from  Washington.  On  September  10 
he  ordered  a  general  advance,  but  al- 
most immediately  rela]ised  into  his 
old  habit  of  requesting  reinforce- 
ments.! On  the  11th  he  wrote  to  Hal- 
leck, specifj'ing  the  troops  that  he 
Avished  and  urging  that  it  would  be 
better  to  weaken  the  defences  a,bout 
Washington  to  strengthen  his  army 
than  to  risk  the  ruin  and  disaster 
"  which  w^ould  follow  a  signal  defeat 
of  this  army,  "t  Accordingly  the 
President  ordered  Porter's  corps  to 
join  McClellan  and  on  September  12 
a  portion  of  the  Union  right  wing  en- 
tered Frederick  City  amid  the  joyful 
acclaim  of  its  inhabitants.]!  At  this 
juncture  fortune  favored  McClellan. 
On  the  13th  one  of  his  officers  found 
Lee's  special  order  of  the  9th  contain- 
ing his  entire  plan  of  campaign.§  By 
this  he  learned  that  the  enemy  was 
before  him,  only  a  day's  march  away, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.,  pt.  ii.,  601 ;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  89-90. 

t  Official  Records,  p.  596. 

t  Ibid,  ]).  506  et  seq. 

II  Ihid,  vol.  xix.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  43,  145 ;  Palfrey, 
The  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg,   pp.    18-19. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  132-133;  Rliodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
142-143. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.,  p.  234. 

t  Ibid,   pp.   253-255. 

II  Regarding  this  see  McClellan's  Own  Story,  p. 
571. 

§  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  145.  See 
also  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  My  Recollections  of  An- 
tietam, in  Cosmopolitan  Magazine,  vol.  liii.,  no.  5, 
p.  5S2  (October,  1912).  A  copy  of  the  order  is 
in  Palfrey,  The  Antietam  and  Fredericksburg, 
pp.  20-21.  See  also  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  iv.,  pp.  107-108. 
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tliat  Lee's  force  was  inferior  to  his 
own,  and  that  it  was  divided.  Accord- 
ingly he  marched  his  army  forward 
bnt  befoiK'  he  conkl  come  up  with  the 
enemy  and  engage  him  Harper's 
Ferry  had  been  captured. 

As  we  have  said,  Lee  believed  that 
the  Union  garrison  at  Harper's  Ferry 
under  command  of  Colo- 
nel Dixon  S.  Miles  would 
be  withdrawn  upon  his 
approach,  thus  opening 
his  line  of  communication 
through  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  But  this  was  not 
done  and  it  became  neces- 
sary to  dislodge  the  gar- 
rison. Accordingly,  Lee 
decided  to  divide  his 
army  and  capture  the 
Union  forces  at  Martins- 
burg  and  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  on  the  morning  of 
September  10  the  army 
was  put  in  motion  from 
Frederick.  General  John 
G.  Walker  with  his  di- 
vision of  two  brigades 
crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Point-of-Rocks,  12  miles  below  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  on  the  15th  seized 
Loudoun  Heights  beyond  the  Shenan- 
doah. Jackson  with  14  brigades 
marched  rapidly  over  the  South  Moun- 
tain at  Turner's  Gap,  crossed  the  Po- 
tomac at  Williamsport  on  the  11th, 
drove  the  garrison  at  Martinsburg  un- 
der General  Julius  White  into  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  at  noon  appeared 

Vol.  yjll  —  15 


before  Bolivar  Heights  and  invested 
Harper's  Ferry  from  the  Virginia 
side  of  the  Potomac.  McLaws  with 
10  brigades  marched  over  Browns- 
ville Gap  of  the  South  Mountain, 
crossed  Pleasant  Valley,  and  after  a 
severe  engagement  with  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Ford  on  the  12th  and  13th 
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drove  him  from  Maryland  Heights 
into  Harper's  Ferry.  Miles  and  his 
garrison  of  12,000  men  were  now  com- 
pletely surrounded.  General  Lee, 
with  nine  brigades  of  Longstreet's 
command  and  D.  H.  Hill's  division  of 
five  brigades,  followed  Jackson  over 
South  Mountain,  leaving  Hill  near 
Boonsboro  to  support  Stuart's  cav- 
alry which  had  been  left  east  of  the 
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Blue  Ridgo.  Lee,  with  Longstreet, 
moved  to  Hagerstown,  there  to  await 
the  capture  of  Harper's  Ferry  and 
then  to  concentrate  his  army  for  a 
movement  into  Pennsylvania,  the 
capture  of  Harrisburg  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  long  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Susquehanna. 

Artillery  fire  was   opened   on   the 
14th,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  Jackson 
moved  upon  Bolivar  Heights,  drove 
in    Miles'    skirmishers,    and    secured 
an  advantageous  position  on  the  left 
of  the  Union  lines.    During  the  night 
1,500  Union  cavalry  crossed  the  river 
at  Harper's  Ferry  to  Maryland,  and 
escaped.     At  the  same  time  Jackson 
established  10  guns  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Shenandoah  on  a  plateau  at  the 
foot  of  Loudoun  Heights,  enfilading 
Miles'    entire    position    at    Bolivar 
Heights.     Early  on  the  15th  all  the 
Confederate    guns    opened    fire    and 
after  an  hour  partially  silenced  the 
Union  guns.    Jackson  then  advanced 
his  lines  and  when  he  had  come  mthin 
150   yards    of    the    Union    works    at 
Bolivar  Heights,  Miles  directed  White 
to  run  up  a  white  flag  and  arrange 
terms    of    capitulation.     Soon    after 
this,  Miles  was  mortally  wounded  by 
a  shell  from  a  battery  that  had  not 
seen  the  white  flag.  The  Union  loss 
was    44    killed,    173    wounded    and 
nearly  12,000  prisoners;  besides,  the 
Confederates  captured  70  guns,  13,000 
small   arms,   200   wagons   and   large 
quantities  of  valuable  stores  with  a 
loss  to  themselves  of  only  41  killed 
and  247  wounded.    Five  days  later  the 


Confederates  abandoned  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  it  was  again  occupied  by 
the  Union  troops  on  the  22d.* 

Meanwhile  McClellan  with  his  army 
of  87,000  menf  had  reached  Frederick 
City  where  he  fortunately  came  into 
possession    of   Lee's    "Order   191." 
Though  he  knew  the  exact  position  of 
every   division    of   Lee's   army,   Mc- 
Clellan   did    not    act   promptly,    but 
waited  until  3  p.  m.  before  ordering 
Alfred  Pleasonton,  then  near  Middle- 
town,  to  ascertain  whether  the  Con- 
federates had  moved  in  the  direction 
indicated  in  the  order.  At  3  :35  Jacob 
D.  Cox's  division  of  the  9th  corps  was 
ordered  to  march  from  Frederick  to 
Middletown     and     support    Pleason- 
ton's  cavalry  in  a  reconnoissance  to 
Turner's  Gap.    Pleasonton  began  the 
march,  but  found  his  way  blocked  by 
Stuart's   cavahy.     Late  in   the   day 
McClellan  decided  to  relieve  Harper's 
Ferry  and  at  the  same  time  to  crush 
Lee's  isolated  command  at  Boonsboro. 
FrankHn's  6th  corps  and  Couch's  di- 
vision were  to  pass  through  Cramp- 
ton's  Gap  of  South  Mountain,  break 
through  the  line  of  investment  that 
McLaws  had  thrown  across  Maryland 
Heights  and  the  foot  of  Pleasant  Val- 
ley,    relieving    Miles     at     Harper's 
Ferrj',  and  at  the  same  time  interpose 
between   McLaws   and   that   part   of 


*  Allan,  Army  of  'Northern  Virginia;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  ii..  pp.  004-618:  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  146-147;  Palfrey,  The  Antie- 
tain  and  Fredericksburg,  pp.  22-26;  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  116-117;  vol.  v., 
pp.   147-150. 

t  Regarding  the  number  see  Palfrey,  pp.  6-7. 
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Lee's  anny  at  Boonsboro  and  Hagers- 
town.  Simultaneously  Burn  side  with 
the  1st  and  9th  corps,  supported  by 
the  rest  of  the  army,  was  to  march 
through  Turner's  Gap  and  fall  upon 
Lee,  who  it  was  thought  had  Long- 
street  and  D.  H.  Hill  at  Boonsboro. 

General  Franklin,  who  was  at  Buck- 
eystown,  six  miles  from  Frederick  and 
between  it  and  the  Potomac,  marched 
at  6  A.  M.  of  the  14tli  and  at  noon 
halted  two  miles  from  Burkittsville, 
which  lay  half  a  mile  from  the  foot  of 
Crampton's  Gap.  Franklin  thought 
he  was  opposed  by  a  strong  body  of 
troops,  but  in  fact  the  Gap  was  held 
by  only  two  small  cavalry  regiments, 
part  of  Mahone's  brigade  of  infantry 
and  two  batteries,  in  all  about  900  men 
under  Colonel  T.  T.  Munford.  Browns- 
\'ille  Gap,  a  mile  south  of  Crampton's 
Gap,  was  held  by  Semmes'  brigade 
with  5  guns,  while  300  of  Semmes' 
men  closely  supported  Munford 's 
right,  so  that  Franklin's  12,000  men 
were  opposed  by  only  1,200  infantry 
and  dismounted  cavalry  with  8  guns, 
on  the  winding  road  about  half  way 
up  the  mountain.  It  was  determined 
to  carry  the  Confederate  position  by 
assault,  General  Slocum's  division 
advancing  on  the  right  of  the  road 
leading  through  the  Gap  while  two 
brigades  of  General  William  F. 
Smith's  division  moved  on  the  left  of 
the  road.  At  3  o'clock  Slocum's  di\i- 
sion  was  formed  in  two  lines  with 
J.  J.  Bartlett's  brigade  on  the  right, 
John  Newton's  brigade  in  the  centre, 
and  Alfred  T.  Torbert's  New  Jersey 


brigade  on  the  left.  Without  waiting 
for  Smith's  division  or  artillery  to 
come  up,  Bartlett,  Newton  and  Tor- 
bett,  after  a  hasty  consultation,  or- 
dered a  charge.  In  the  face  of  a  tre- 
mendous tire  the  stone  fences  were 
carried  and  the  Confederates  driven 
up  the  steep  hill.  When  approaching 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  Howell  Cobb's 
Georgia  brigade  which  had  just  come 
up  to  support  Munford,  was  encount- 
ered   in    the    Gap,    instantlj'    routed, 


and  most  of  it  captured.  The  Union 
troops  pursued  the  retreating  Con- 
federates to  the  west  foot  of  South 
Mountain  where  they  were  halted  by 
darkness.  In  this  battle  the  Union 
loss  was  113  killed,  418  wounded  and 
2  missing,  while  the  Confederate  loss 
was  70  killed,  289  wounded  and  603 
captured  or  missing. 

Meanwhile  Burnside  with  the  1st 
and  9th  corps,  was  busy  at  Tur- 
ner's Gap,  six  miles  to  the  northeast. 
The  engagement  was  most  severe  at 
and  south  of  Fox's  Gap,  about  a  mile 
south  of  Turner's,  but  as  both  actions 
were  for  the  possession  of  the  main 
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road  which  ran  through  Turner's 
Gap,  this  has  given  the  Union  name  to 
the  battle  (which  the  Confederates 
called  the  battle  of  Boonshoro).  With 
two  batteries  of  artillery  Pleasonton 
opened  fire  on  the  Confederate  artil- 
lery in  Turner's  Gap  early  on  the 
14th,  and  Cox,  with  two  brigades, 
marched  along  the  old  Sharpsburg 
Road  to  the  left  to  take  the  Confeder- 
ates in  flank.  As  he  approached 
Fox's  Gap,  one  mile  south,  he  was 
met  by  a  severe  artillery  fire.  When 
informed  by  Stuart  that  Pleasonton 
was  advancing,  D.  II.  Hill,  whose  five 
brigades  had  been  halted  near  Boons- 
boro,  three  miles  west  of  Turner's 
Gap,  turned  back  to  assist  in  checking 
the  Union  advance.  When  Hill  ar- 
rived at  the  Gap  before  sunrise  Stuart 
had  gone  to  Crampton's  Gap  and 
Maryland  Heights,  leaving  the  brig- 
ades of  Samuel  Garland  and  Albert 
H.  Colquitt  of  Hill's  command  to  de- 
fend the  Gap.  Soon  Hill  learned  that 
Cox  was  marching  toward  Fox's  Gap 
which  was  held  by  Colonel  Thomas  L. 
Rosser  with  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
and  2  guns.  Garland's  brigade  was 
then  sent  to  Fox's  Gap,  Colquitt's 
remained  at  Turner's  Gap,  while 
Anderson's  was  ordered  up  from 
Boonsboro.  Hardly  had  Garland 
taken  position  when  he  was  attacked 
by  Cox  and  after  a  severe  fight  in 
which  Garland  was  killed  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel (afterward  President) 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes  of  the  23d  Ohio 
was  wounded,  Garland's  brigade  was 
routed,  and  Cox  gained  the  crest  of 


the  mountain  but  could  not  seize 
Fox's  Gap  since  at  that  moment  G.  B.  _ 
Anderson's  brigade  came  up  and  % 
formed  in  front  and  on  Ms  right  cov- 
ering the  road  through  the  Gap. 
Besides,  he  learned  that  D.  H.  Hill 
with  five  brigades  was  in  his  front 
and  that  Lee  with  Longstreet's  com- 
mand was  hastening  from  Hagers- 
town.  Accordingly  Cox  withdrew  his 
advance  parties  and  awaited  rein- 
forcements which  came  up  at  2 
o'clock  —  Orlando  B.  Willcox's  di- 
vision; this  formed  on  Cox's  right, 
covering  the  road  from  Fox's  Gap. 
Meanwhile  Hill  had  thrown  R.  S. 
Ripley's  brigade  from  Boonsboro  in 
front  of  Cox's  and  Robert  E.  Rodes' 
brigade  on  a  hill  north  of  Turner's 
Gap.  Lee,  leaving  Robert  Toombs' 
brigade  near  Hagerstown,  marched 
back  from  there  with  the  brigades  of 
G.  T.  Anderson,  Thomas  F.  Drayton, 
James  L.  Kemper,  Richard  B.  Gar- 
nett,  Albert  G.  Jenkins,  N.  G.  Evans 
and  the  two  brigades  of  Hood's  divi- 
sion. Anderson  and  Drayton  were 
the  first  to  arrive,  reaching  the  field 
at  3  p.  M.,  and  were  sent  to  support 
Hill's  troops  at  Fox's  Gap,  Drayton 
being  on  the  left.  The  latter,  advanc- 
ing from  the  woods  on  the  Gap,  was 
encountered  by  Willcox,  defeated  and 
driven  from  the  field  with  more  than 
half  of  his  brigade  killed,  wounded 
and  captured.  Samuel  D.  Sturgis' 
brigade  then  came  up  partly  relieving 
Willcox,  and  near  sunset  General 
Jesse  L.  Reno  appeared  with  Isaac  P. 
Rodman's  division,  one  of  whose  bri- 
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gades,  and  a  battery,  were  sent  to 
Cox's  extreme  left,  the  other  hold- 
ing the  right.  Reno  rode  forward 
to  reconnoiter  to  the  right  of  the  Gap 
just  as  Hood's  division  came  up  on 
the  Confederate  left.  There  was  a 
scattering  fire  on  both  sides,  in  which 
Reno  was  killed.  At  about  the  same 
time  the  Confederate  right  charged 
Cox's  left  held  by  H.  S.  Fairchild's 
brigade  and  J.  C.  Clark's  battery, 
and  their  quick  repulse  ended  the  en- 
gagement at  Fox's  Gap  with  the  Con- 
federates still  in  possession.  During 
this  engagement,  which  had  lasted 
from  9  A.  M.  until  after  sunset,  the 
Union  loss  was  157  killed,  691  wound- 
ed and  41  missing.  The  Confederate 
loss  in  Cox's  front  was  about  600 
killed  and  wounded  and  the  same 
number  captured. 

Meanwhile  General  Hooker  with  the 
Ist  corps  was  severely  engaged  north 
of  and  at  Turner's  Gap.  He  had 
formed  line  at  the  eastern  base  of 
South  Mountain  with  Meade's  divi- 
sion on  the  right.  Hatch's  on  the  left 
and  Ricketts*  in  reserve.  John  Gib- 
bon's brigade  of  Hatch's  division  was 
left  on  the  National  Road  to  advance 
directly  into  the  Gap.  The  position 
to  be  assaulted  was  held  by  the  brig- 
ades of  Rodes,  Kemper,  Jenkins,  Gar- 
nett  and  Evans,  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  Long-street.  At  about  4 
o'clock  the  Union  troops  began  the 
advance.  On  the  left  Hatch  drove  in 
the  Confederate  skinnishers  and  after 
severe  fighting  reached  the  wooded 
summit,    dislodged  the  Confederates 


from  the  stone  fences  behind  which 
they  had  fled  and  drove  them  back  to 
another  line.  At  Hatch's  left  Gibbon 
was  checked  after  a  stubborn  fight  by 
Colquitt's  brigade.  On  the  right 
Meade  drove  back  Rodes '  brigade  and 
its  support  and  finally  turning  it 
swept   to   the   left   and   reached   the 
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highest  point  of  the  mountain  com- 
manding the  sunmiit  of  the  Gap.  It 
was  now  dark  and  Hooker  rested 
after  having  lost  167  men  killed,  712 
wounded  and  44  missing.  The  total 
Union  loss  for  the  possession  of  Tur- 
ner's Gap,  including  Fox's  Gap,  was 
325  killed,  1,403  wounded  and  85  miss- 
ing, while  the  Confederate  loss  was 
248  killed,  1,013  wounded  and  662 
missing.* 


*  Official  Records,  vols,  xix.,  li.;  Palfrey,  The 
Antietam  and  Fredericksburg,  pp.  27-41;  Allan, 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  McCleUan's  Own 
Story;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  55&-603; 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  339- 
344;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  lOS-116;  vol.  v.,  pp.  141-147; 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  180-184. 
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LEEVS  RETREAT  TO  THE  AXTIETAM. 


As  a  result,  Lee  aljandonecl  his  in- 
tention of  invading  Pennsylvania  and 
ordered  an  immediate  retreat  to  Vir- 
ginia   on    the   morning   of   the    loth, 
crossing  the  Antietam,  with  D.  H.  Hill 
leading.     Lee    hoped    that    McLaws 
might   elude   Franklin   and  join  him 
near  the  Potomac  but  while  on  the 
march  he  learned  that  Franklin  had 
carried  Crampton's  Gap,  thus  shut- 
ting up  McLaw  's  in  Pleasant  Valley ; 
therefore   he   ordered   his   column   to 
halt  at  Keedysville  to  assist  McLaws 
who  was  now  directed  to  cross   Elk 
Ridge   if   possible    and   join   liini   at 
Keedysville  or  Sharpsburg  or  to  cross 
the     Potomac     at    Weverton     below 
Harper's  Ferry.  Arriving  at  Keedys- 
ville, Lee  heard  nothing  of  McLaws 
and  at  daylight  of  the  15th  resumed 
his  march  for  Sharpsburg,  still  hop- 
ing that  McLaws  could  elude  Franklin 
by  crossing  Elk  Eidge.    At  noon,  be- 
fore reaching  Sharpsburg,  he  learned 
that  Jackson  had  captured  Hai*per's 
Ferry,  whereupon  he  concluded  not 
to  retreat  across  the  Potomac  but  to 
fight  McClellan   on   the  heights  and 
banks  of  the  Antietam.  Accordingly  he 
ordered    Jackson    to    join    him    at 
Sharpsburg  as  soon  as  possible  and 
immediately  made  dispositions  to  con- 
test McClellan 's  passage  of  the  Antie- 
tam until  Jackson,  Ttalker,  McLaws 
and    Anderson    could    join    him    by 
marching  up  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
Potomac. 

According  to  the  best  computa- 
tions, Lee  had  55,000  men  and  Mc- 
Clellan 87,000.     The  latter  employed 


only  about  60,000  men  in  the  battle, 
while  the  number  of  Confederates  ac- 
tually   engaged    was     probably    far 
short  of  the  number  which  the  field 
returns   gave   as   present   for   duty.* 
McClellan  should  have  attacked  Lee 
early    on    the    morning    of    the    16th 
when  Jackson  was   still  three  miles 
away  at  Shepherdstown,t  when  John 
G.   Walker's   division  Avas    still  fur- 
ther    distant,      and     McLaws',     R. 
H.    Anderson's    and    A.    P.    Hill's 
divisions     were     so     situated     that     j 
they  could  not  have  come  up  until  the 
next  day.    But  he  frittered  away  the 
morning   of    the    16th   by    scheming, 
reconnoitering  and  changing  the  posi- 
tion of  his  troops.     In  the  afternoon 
he  began  operations  on  the  right  by 
sending  Hooker,  who  now  commanded 
a  corps,  across  Antietam  Creek.     A 
skirmish   ensued   which   lasted   until 
dark  and  that  night  Hooker's  men  lay 
close   to   the   Confederate   left  wing. 
On    the    16th    Jackson    and    Walker 
joined  Lee  and  the  chance  of  splitting 
the  Confederate  army  was  lost,  for 
meanwhile,  McClellan  had  waited  for 
his  ammunition  and  supply  trains  to 
arrive   and   had   put    off   the   attack 
until  the  morning  of  the  17th. J     On 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  153  and 
footnote   authorities. 

t  Official  Rreords,  vol.  xix.,  pt.   i.,  p.   1007. 

t  The  Union  army  was  divided  into  right,  centre 
and  left  wings  with  a  reserve.  The  right  wing 
consisted  of  the  first  corps  under  command  of 
Joseph  Hooker  divided  into  three  divisions  un- 
der Abner  Doublcday,  J.  B.  Ricketts  and  George 
Gordon  Meade.  The  centre  under  the  supreme 
command  of  E.  V.  Sumner  consisted  of  the  2d 
corps  divided  into  three  divisions  under  I.  B. 
Richardson,    John    Sedgwick    and   W.   H.    French 
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the  morning  of  the  17th  Fitzhugh 
Lee 's  cavalry  hrigade  and  some  artil- 
lery formed  the  extreme  Confederate 
left  at  Nicodemus'  Hill.  Next  came 
Jones'  di\dsion  of  Jackson's  corps, 
in  and  in  front  of  the  west  woods ;  on 
Jones'  right  in  the  open  ground  east 
of  the  Hagerstown  turnpike  was  the 
bulk  of  Ewell's  division;  and  on  the 
left  centre  was  D.  H.  Hill.  Long- 
street  formed  the  centre  and  right 
and  A.  P.  Hill  on  the  extreme  right 
came  up  in  the  afternoon.  On  the  left 
Hood  had  been  relieved  by  Ewell 
the  night  before  and  formed  a 
reserve  near  the  Dunkard  church. 
On  the  15th  and  16th  McLaws 
withdrew  from  Maryland  Heights, 
recrossed  the  Potomac  and  early 
on      the      morning      of      the      17th 


and  tile  12th  corps  commanded  by  J.  K.  F.  Mans- 
field divided  into  two  divisions  under  A.  S.  Wil- 
liams and  G.  S.  Greene.  The  left  wing  under 
command  of  A.  E.  Burnside  consisted  of  the  9th 
corps  under  J.  D.  Cox  divided  into  four  divisions 
under  O.  B.  Willcox,  S.  D.  Sturgis,  I.  P.  Rodman 
and  J.  D.  Cox  ( in  the  battle,  E.  P.  Scammon ) . 
Burnside  refused  to  take  personal  command  of 
the  corps  and  merely  transmitted  orders  through 
Cox.  The  reserve  consisted  of  the  5th  corps  under 
Fitz-John  Porter  in  two  divisions  commanded 
by  George  Morell  and  George  Sykes;  and  the  6th 
corps  under  William  B.  Franklin  in  two  division's 
commanded  by  H.  \V.  Slocum  and  W.  F.  Smith. 
D.  N.  Couch's  division  of  the  4th  corps  which 
came  from  Pleasant  Valley  during  the  forenoon 
but  which  did  not  reach  the  scene  of  the  battle 
until  after  dark  of  the  17th,  was  temporarily  at- 
tached to  the  reserve.  Tlie  cavalry  was  commanded 
by  Alfred  Pleasonton.  The  Confederate  army  was 
divided  into  two  corps,  the  first  under  James 
Longstreet  consisting  of  five  divisions  under  J.  B. 
Hood,  Lafayette  McLaws,  D.  R.  Jones.  R.  H.  An- 
derson, J.  G.  Walker ;  and  the  second  under  Stone- 
wall Jackson  consisting  of  four  divisions  com- 
manded by  A.  P.  Hill,  D.  II.  Hill,  J.  R.  Jones 
and  A.  R.  Lawton. 


rejoined  Lee,  taking  post  on  the  left 
of  the  Union  forces.  Hooker  had 
crossed  the  Antietam  and  Mansfield 
took  position  in  Hooker's  rear,  Sum- 
ner and  Burnside  remaining  east  of 
the  stream.  Inferring  that  the  main 
attack  would  be  on  their  left,  the  Con- 
federates strengthened  it  accordingly 
so  that  the  Union  superiority  in 
troops  was  frittered  away  in  a  series 
of  disconnected  attacks  that  gained 
but  little  advantage. 

At  daylight  Hooker,  lying  nearly  a 
mile  north  of  the  Dunkard  church, 
made  a  vigorous  onset  ^\•itll  a  reported 
strength  of  14,856  men  but  with  an 
actual  strength  of  10,000.  The  ob- 
jective point  was  the  elevated  ground 
about  the  church.  The  march  had  its 
right  on  the  turnpike  and  its  left 
along  the  west  edge  of  the  east  woods 
from  which  a  withering  fire  checked 
it  a  little,  while  the  right  was  raked 
by  a  flanking  fire  from  the  west  woods. 
Finally  the  southern  edge  of  the  corn- 
field was  gained  and  the  battle  began. 
In  the  storm  of  bullets,  shot  and  shell 
that  rained  upon  them  Hooker's 
troops  broke  and  fled  through  the  corn 
to  re-form  in  a  hollow  beyond.  The 
Confederates  then  attacked  but  they 
in  turn  were  driven  back.  Again  the 
Union  troops  advanced  only  to  be 
repulsed  in  disorder,  and  again  the 
Confederates  followed  only  to  break 
and  fly.  This  was  one  of  the  most 
frightful  carnages  of  the  war.  Jack- 
son's famous  "Stonewall"  division 
was  nearly  anniliilated,  more  than 
half  of  two  brigades  and  more  than 
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one-third    of    another    and    all    but  corps,  badly  cut  up,  slowly  retreated 

two     of    the     regimental     command-  northward  just  as  the  advance  of  the 

ers    being    killed    or    wounded.    On  12th  under  J.  K.   F.   Mansfield  ap- 

the      Union      side      1,051     men      in  peared.       Early     in     the 


Rickett's  division  were  cut  down  Mansfield  was  hastening  to  Hook- 
and  two  brigades  lost  over  40  per  cent,  er's  assistance,  but  while  de- 
Hooker  was  wounded  and  borne  from  ploying  his  ti'oops  about  7  a.  m. 
the  field  and  was  succeeded  by  Meade,  was  mortally  wounded  and  A. 
Hood  and  D.  H.  Hill  then  came  up  S.  WiUiams  took  command.  His 
to  reinforce  Jackson,  and  Hooker's  corps  pressed  on,  however,  cleared  the 
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corn-field    of   the    Confederates    and 
at  8:40  A.  M.  drove  them  across  the 
turnpike   and   into    the    west   woods. 
The    2d    corps    under    Sumner    then 
came  up.  This  corps  had  not  received 
orders  to  inarch  until  7  :20  a.  m.,  after 
the  1st  corps  had  heen  crippled  and 
the  12th  was  in  the  thick  of  the  action. 
Eichardson's     division     waited     for 
Morell's    division    of    the    5th    army 
corps  to  come  up  and  this  delayed  the 
2d  corps  another  hour.    Finally  Sedg- 
wick's division  with  Sumner  at  the 
head  and  French  following,  each  with 
perhaps  5,000  men,  crossed  the  Antie- 
tam    -with    flanks    absolutely    unpro- 
tected.*   Moving  west  by  north  until 
the   centre  was  nearly  opposite  the 
Dunkard    church,    Sumner    deployed 
and     faced     west,     French     forming 
on   Greene's  left.     Sedgwick  passed 
through  the  east  woods  in  the  corn- 
field, advanced  swiftly  in  three  lines, 
swept  by  Greene's  right,  and  pressed 
on  through  the  west  woods,  ^\'ith  his 
left  on  the  church,  to  the  western  edge 
and  a  wood  road  along  it.    Meanwhile 
Walker  and  McLaws  with  six  brigades 
had  come  up  to  reinforce  the  Confed- 
erates.    One  brigade  had  been  drawn 
from  the  right  to  reinforce  Early's 
brigade  of  E well's  division  and  the 
whole  body  was  hurled  upon  Sedg- 
wdck's  left  flank  and  rear.f    More  than 
2,200  soldiers  were  struck  down  at  a 
blow,    SedgAvick    being    among    the 
wounded.     Sumner    tried   to   change 


106. 


Francis   A.    Walker,   Second   Army   Corps,    p. 
•  AUaii,   Army  of   Northern   Virginia,  p.   405. 


front  but  the  lines  broke  and  scattered 
northward,  sweeping  away  everything 
in  their  rush,  and  were  only  re-formed 
on  the  north  hill  where  Meade  and  the 
1st  corps  had  taken  refuge.    The  Con- 
federate right  then  crossed  the  turn- 
pike at  the  Dunkard  church  and  made 
two  assaults  on  Greene's  position  east 
of  the  church.     They  were  repulsed 
with     great      slaughter     whereupon 
Greene,    making    a    counter    charge, 
entered  the  woods  beyond  the  church 
and  succeeded  in  holding  this  position 
until  noon,  when  the  Confederates  at- 
tacked him  on  both  flanks  and  drove 
him  from  the  church. 

Meanwhile  W.  F.  Smith  of  Frank- 
lin's corps  had  come  on  the  field.    W. 
S.   Hancock    (then   a   brigadier)    ob- 
tained a  regiment  from  Sumner,  took 
position  opposite  the  woods,  silenced 
the  Confederate  batteries  and  drove 
away   their    skirmishers.      A    second 
brigade  was  placed  on  his  left  and 
with  heavy  loss  advanced  to  near  the 
church,  but  on  sending  for  his  reserve 
brigade  to  support  it  Smith  found  that 
it  had  been  ordered  away  to  support 
French.     The   latter,  moving  to  the 
left,  south  of  the  east  woods,  drove 
back  D.  H.  Hill's  skirmishers  to  his 
main  line  in  the  sunken  road  where 
he  engaged  him  for  over  an  hour  when 
he  was  joined  by  Richardson.    At  this 
place  a  long  and  sanguinary  conflict 
ensued.    The  Confederates  converted 
the  "  bloody  lane  "  into  a  rough  for- 
tress with  fence  rails  and  before  the 
Union  troops  could  carry  it  they  had 
lost  nearly  a  third  of  their  number. 
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About  1  o'clock  they  gained  the  posi- 
tion and,  shortly  afterward,  French's 
troops  were  relieved  by  a  brigade  of 
Smith's   division.     Richardson  with- 
drew his  men  to  the  ridge  but  about 
that  time  was  mortally  wounded  and 
succeeded  by  Hancock.     This   prac- 
tically ended  the   operations   on  the 
Federal   right.     When   Richardson's 
line  had  been  ^^^thdrawn  an  artillerj^ 
duel  took  place.     Meagher's  brigade 
took  the  centre  and  about  two  regi- 
ments came  from  French  to  aid  Rich- 
ardson's division.    The  length  of  the 
Union  ranks  made  it  imi)ossible  for 
more  than  one  line  of  troops  to  be 
formed,  and  so  far  advanced  was  this 
line  that  a  part  of  it  was  continually 
swept  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries  of 
the  Confederate  left,  these  batteries 
being  protected  by  the  west  woods.  An 
attack  on  the  Union  left  was  success- 
fully repulsed  by  Hexamer's  battery 
(obtained  from  Franklin)    and  Bat- 
tery I,  first  artillery. 

Meanwhile  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  Union 
left  Burnside  had  received  an  order 
to  be  prepared  to  carry  by  assault  a 
stone  bridge  across  the  Antietam 
about  a  mile  southeast  of  Sharps- 
burg.*  At  about  10  o'clock  when  the 
1st  and  12th  corps  and  Sedgwick's  di- 
vision had  ceased  fighting,  Burnside 
received  another  order  to  carry  the 
bridge  and  the  heights  beyond  and  ad- 
vance on  the  rear  of  Sharpsburg.  Cox 
took  charge  of  the  operation,  ordered 
a  brigade  to  storm  the  bridge,  Rod- 


*  Regarding  this  see  the  note  in  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  152. 


man  to  cross  by  a  ford  one-third  of  a 
mile  below,  and  the  two  to  carry  tJie 
heights  and  unite  there.  Crook  missed 
the  bridge  and  could  not  get  back  to 
it  under  fire ;  Rodman  missed  the  ford 
and  was  more  than  two  hours  crossing 
under  fire.  Finally  a  fresh  storming 
party  carried  the  bridge.  Crook 
crossed  some  companies  above  and 
others  at  the  bridge  and  Rodman  and 
the  rest  united  about  1  p.  m.  when  the 
battle  on  the  right  was  virtually  over. 
Meantime  Sturgis'  division  ran  short 
of  ammunition  and  was  replaced 
by  Willeox's  and  at  3  p.  m.  the  corps 
was  again  ready  to  move  though  it 
had  been  much  damaged  by  the  Con- 
federate artillery  fire.  The  right  wing 
drove  back  Jones'  division  and  gained 
the  suburbs  of  Sharpsburg,  but  the 
left  was  checked  and  the  two  wings  be- 
came widely  separated.  Sharpsburg 
was  almost  in  Cox's  grasp  when  A.  P. 
Hill's  division,  which  had  marched 
that  day  from  Harper's  Ferry,  came 
upon  the  field,  attacked  Rodman's  di- 
vision on  its  undefended  flank  and  by 
a  concentric  fire  mowed  down  his  men, 
Rodman  being  among  the  killed.  A 
l^anic  was  averted  by  Scammon  who 
changed  front  and  checked  Hill  for  a 
time.  Cox  called  up  Sturgis  and  for 
a  time  held  his  own  but  at  length  the 
corps  was  obliged  to  withdraw  to  the 
cover  of  the  hills  that  bordered  the 
Antietam.  This  ended  the  battle.  The 
Union  loss  was  12,410,  consisting  of 
2,108  killed,  9,549  wounded  and  753 
missing.  The  Confederate  loss  is 
given  as  11,172,  though  the  exact  total 
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was  never  known.*  McClellan  was 
in  a  quandary  whether  to  renew  the 
battle  on  the  18th  or  to  defer  it.f  His 
first  impulse  was  to  renew  it4  but  he 
finally  decided  to  rest  his  army  and 
get  the  reinforcements  whicli  were  ar- 
riving into  position  so  that  he  could 
attack  on  the  19th. ||  Many  blame  Mc- 
Clellan for  not  following  up  the  Con- 
federates at  once§  but  as  Lee  did  not 
move  during  the  18th  McClellan 's  cau- 
tion probably  redounded  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  Union  cause.  The  next  day, 
however  (the  19th),  Lee  unopposed 
retreated  across  the  Potomac  into  Vir- 
ginia and  the  pursuit  by  the  Union 
troops  was  neither  vigorous  nor  effec- 
tual. 

When  Lee  withdrew  he  left  some 
artillery  and  two  small  infantry  bri- 
gades at  Shcpherdstown  or  Boteler's 
Ford  to  hold  McClellan  in  check  while 
he  marched  for  the  Opequon.    On  the 

*  See  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  600-603, 
620-695.  For  other  accounts  of  the  battle  see 
Palfrey,  The  Antietam  and  Frederickshurg,  pp. 
42-135;  Ropes,  Story  of  the  Civil  War;  Michie, 
General  McCMlan;  McClellan's  Oim  Story;  Tay- 
lor, Four  Years  uyith  General  Lee;  Longstreet, 
From  Manassas  to  Appomattox;  Rhodes,  United 
Ktates,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  149-153;  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lineoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  137-141;  Allan, 
Army  of  Tiorthern  Virginia;  Walker,  Second  Army 
Corps;  Miles,  My  Reeolleetions  of  Antietam,  in 
Cosmopolitan  Magazine,  vol.  liii.,  pp.  580-589 
(October,  1912)  :  Isaac  W.  Heysinger,  Antietam 
and  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  Campaigns  of 
1S62  (1912);  James  H.  Wilson,  Under  the  Old 
Flag  (1912);  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  346-359;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  117-132;  vol.  v., 
pp.  151-161;  vol.  vi.  pp.  187-194;  vol.  x.,  pt.  i., 
pp.  237-243. 

t  Official   Records,   vol.  xix.,  pt.   i.,   p.   65. 
tlhid,  pt.  ii.,  p.  322. 
II  Ibid,  pt.  i.,  p.  322. 

§  See  for  instance  Swinton,  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, pp.  223-224;  Palfrey,  The  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg,  p.  127. 


morning  of  the  20th  in  order  to  as- 
certain how  far  Lee  had  retreated, 
Porter  ordered  the  divisions  of  Gen- 
erals Morell  and  Sykes  to  make  a  re- 
connoissance  beyond  the  Potomac.  At 
8  o'clock  Sykes  crossed  the  Potomac 
with  Charles  S.  Lovell's  brigade  of 
regulars  and  about  a  mile  out  on  the 
Charlestown  road  came  upon  the  Con- 
federates in  force.    He  then  fell  back 
to  the  heights  near  the  river  station- 
ing Warren's  small  brigade  of  two 
regiments  on  his  left.    The  Confeder- 
ates encountered  by  Sj'kes  were  A.  P. 
Hill's   division   of   six   brigades   and 
three  brigades  under  General  Early. 
While   Hill's   skirmishers  were  driv- 
ing  Lovell's   brigade    back,    Barnes' 
brigade     of    Morell 's     division    had 
crossed  the  river  under  orders  to  go 
on  the   road  to  Shepherdstown,  but 
Sykes  ordered  it  straight  to  the  top 
of  a  high  steep  bluff  on  the  river  bank 
to  connect  with  Lovell's  right.    So»n, 
however,    Sykes    concluded   that   the 
odds  against  him  were  too  great  and 
ordered  the  troops  to  recross  which 
was  done  under  cover  of  a  heavy  ar- 
tillery fire  from  the  Union  batteries 
on    the    Maryland    side.      The    with- 
drawal of  the  right,  however,  was  not 
accomplished    without    disaster,    the 
118th    Pennsylvania     regiment,    737 
officers  and  men,  being  driven  over  the 
bluff  and  losing  many  men  by  the  fall. 
The  Union  loss  was   63   killed,   101 
wounded    and    105    missing.     A.    P. 
Hill's    loss    was    30    killed    and    231 
wounded.     On  the  19th  and  20th  the 
total  Union  loss  was  71  killed,  161 
wounded  and  131  missing,  while  the 
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Confederate  loss  was  only  33  killed 
and  252  wounded.  After  the  euo'age- 
ment  of  the  20th  A.  P.  Hill  and  Early 
marched  from  the  field  and  joined  the 
main  body  of  the  Confederate  anaiy 
which  bivouaced  that  night  on  the 
Opequon  near  Martinsbnrg.* 

Tliis  ended  the  Maryland  campaign 
of  September,  1862.  From  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  (September  5  to  20) 
the  Union  loss,  including  Harper's 
Ferry  and  Maryland  Heights,  was 
2,671  killed,  11,766  wounded  and 
13,542  captured  or  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  27,979.  The  Confederate  loss 
was  1,979  killed,  9,607  wounded  and 
2,336  captured  or  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  13,922. 

The  latter  part  of  September  wore 
away  in  resting  the  exhausted  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  t  McClellan's  move- 
ments were  not  aggressive  enough  to 
satisfy  Lincoln  and  the  people  of  the 
North.  On  October  1  Lincoln  visited 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  had  an 
opportunity  to  re\dew  the  troops 
and  go  over  the  battle  grounds  of 
South  Mountain  and  Antietam.  This 
afforded  MoClellan  an  excellent  op- 
portunity to  explain  his  delay  in  fol- 
lowing up  Lee  and  his  army.  Evi- 
dently Lincoln  was  not  very  much 
impressed  by  McClellan's  reasoning 
for  on  his  return  to  Washing-ton 
October  6  he  issued  through  Halleck 
the  following  order: 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.;  Smith,  History  of 
the  118th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Confederate 
Military    History,   vol.   v.,   pp.    161-163. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  70-71. 


"  The  rrosident  directs  that  you  cross  the  Po- 
tomac and  give  battle  to  the  enemy  or  drive  him 
south.  Your  army  must  move  now  wliile  the 
roads  are  good.  If  you  cross  the  river  between 
the  enemy  and  Washington  and  cover  the  latter 
by  your  operations  you  can  be  reinforced  with 
30,000  men.  If  you  move  up  the  Valley  of  the 
Shenandoah  not  more  than  12,000  or  15,000  can 
be  sent  you."  * 

This  order  seems  to  have  had  no 
potent  effect  on  McClellan  and  while 
procrastinating    he    was    again    sub- 
jected to  the  same  humiliation  which 
Lee  had  once  before  inflicted  upon  him 
on  the  peninsula  —  Stuart's  cavalry 
rode  entirely  around  the  Union  army. 
Lee    had    received   word    of    some 
movements  of  the  Union  army  and, 
to    ascertain   their  end    and   to    dis- 
arrange McClellan's  plans  for  cross- 
ing the  Potomac,  on  October  8  ordered 
General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  ^vith  his  cav- 
alry   to    cross    the    Potomac    above 
Williamsport,    destroy    bridges    and  ■ 
railroads,    and    do    all    the    damage 
possible.     Selecting   1,800  men    (600 
each  from  his  three  brigades)   com- 
manded by  Wade  Hampton  and  Colo- 
nels W.  H.  F.  Lee  and  W.  E.  Jones, 
Stuart  crossed  the  Potomac  on  the 
10th  at  McCoy's  Ford  above  Williams 
port,  passed  Cox's  Kanawha  division 
near   Clear   Spring,   marched  north- 
ward along  the  western  side  of  Cum- 
berland Valley  by  way  of  Mercers- 
burg     and     reached     Charabersburg, 
Pennsylvania,  at  8  o'clock.     On  the 
11th  he  destroyed  the  railroad  depots 
and  a  large  quantity  of  military  sup- 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.,  pt.  i.,  p.  72.  See  also 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
175-176. 
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plies,  paroled  280  sick  and  woimded 
soldiers   in   the   iiospital  and   seized 
over  500  good  cavalry  horses.    Leav- 
ing Chambersburg,  Stuart  continued 
his  ride  for  some  time  without  meet- 
ing    opposition.     When    it    became 
known   that   Stuart  had  crossed  the 
Potomac  preparations  were  made  to 
cut  off  his  escape.     Cox's  Kanawha 
division  was  stationed  at  Clear  Spring 
near  Hagerstown;   all  the  fords  on 
the  Potomac  were  carefully  guarded ; 
W.  W.  Averell's  cavalrj^  was  ordered 
down  from  near  Hancock  and  Pieason- 
ton's  cavalry  then  near  Hagerstown 
was    sent   in    pursuit.     Learning    of 
these     preparations      and     skilfully 
avoiding  Pleasonton's  cavahy,  Stuart 
pushed  on  through  Barnesville,  passed 
through  Stoneman's  division  of  Union 
troops  lying  between  Poolesville  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  and  sent 
the  head  of  liis  column  under  Colonel 
Lee  to  secure  a  crossing  of  the  Poto- 
mac at  White's  Ford,  while  he  with 
the    rear   guard   held   Pleasonton   in 
check.     Lee  had  but  little  trouble  in 
seizing    the    ford,    and    Stuart    soon 
crossed    the    river    with    over    1,200 
horses  from  the  farms  of  Pennsyl- 
vania   and    a   number    of   prisoners, 
some  of  whom  were  prominent  citi- 
zens to  be  held  as  hostages  for  citizens 
of    the   Confederacy   who    had   been 
arrested  and  imprisoned.    In  the  en- 
tire  expedition   Stuart  had  but  one 
man  wounded  and  two  captured.* 


This  daring  raid  stirred  up  afresh 
public  impatience  of  delay.     McClel- 
lan  complained  that  he  could  not  ad- 
vance because  he  was  short  of  horses 
and  what  he  did  have  were  broken 
down  by  fatigue.     Lincoln  wrote  to 
McClellan :    ' '  Will  you  pardon  me  for 
asking  Avhat  the  horses  of  your  army 
have  done  since  the  battle  of  Antietam 
that  fatigues  anything?"*    Again  he 
said:    "  Stuart's  cavalry  outmarched 
ours,    having    certainly    done    more 
marked  service  on  the  peninsula  and 
ever^-where  since."!    This  resulted  in 
a  tedious  correspondence  between  the 
War  Department  and  McClellan,  until, 
weary    of    the    controversy,    Lincoln 
wrote:    "  To  be  told  after  more  than 
five  weeks'  total  inaction  of  the  army 
and  during  which  period  we  have  sent 
to  the  army  every  fresh  horse  we  pos- 
sibly could  amounting  in  a  whole  to 
7,918,  that  the  cavalry  horses  were 
too  much  fatigued  to  move,  presents 
a    very    cheerless,    almost    hopeless, 
prospect  for  the  future.     *    *    *     If 
not  recruited  and  rested  then,  when 
could  they  ever  be?"!    As  the  Presi- 
dent's peremptory  order  of  October  6 
had  produced  no  effect,  Lincoln  wrote 
to  McClellan  on  the  13th  sa^-ing  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
be  mo\ang  the  same  as  the  enemy.  1| 
Finally    on    October    26    the    army, 
116,000    strong,   began    to   cross   the 


*  Allan,  Army  of  Northern  Virginia;  McClel- 
lan, Life  of  General  J.  E.  B.  fituart ;  Theodore  S. 
Garnett,  J.  E.  B.  Stuart   (1908). 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  485. 

tiftirf,  p.  490. 

tlbicl,  p.  496. 

II  Ibid,  vol.  xbc.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  13-14.  See  also 
Kicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
181-184. 
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Potomac  and  six  days  later  the  last 
division  was  over.     On  the  advance 
of  the  Union  army  the  Confederates 
fell  back,  Longstreet's  corps,  accom- 
panied   by   Lee,    going-   to    Culpeper 
Court  House  while  Jackson  remained 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.     By  this 
time  Lincoln  had  begun  to  think  that 
McClellan  had  no  real  desire  to  beat 
the  enemy.     Finally  he  decided  that 
if  McClellan  permitted  Lee  to  cross 
the  Blue  Ridge  and  place  himself  be- 
tween Richmond  and  the  Union  army 
he  would  remove  him  from  command.* 
Hence  when  it  was  reported  that  Lee 
and  Longstreet  had  accomplished  this 
very  movement,  he  sent  an  order  to 
McClellan  dated  November  5  direct- 
ing him  to  report  for  further  orders  at 
Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  to  turn  the 
command  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
over     to     General     Burnside.      This 
ended  McClellan 's  military  career. t 

On  the  point  of  taking  the  offensive 
immediately  Burnside  and  Lincoln 
agreed,  but  somewhat  to  Lincoln's 
chagrin  the  new  general  objected  to 
the  plan  of  campaign  wliich  had  been 
furnished  to  McClellan  from  Wash- 


•John  Hay's  Diary  as  quoted  in  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p.  188. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xix.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  545 ;  Mc- 
Clellan's  Own  Story,  p.  660.  A  few  days  after- 
ward Lincoln  seems  to  have  feared  tliat  he  made 
a  mistake  in  that  he  had  not  found  anybody  who 
could  do  the  work  any  better  than  McClellan. 
Writing  to  Carl  Schurz  he  said :  "  I  certainly 
have  been  dissatisfied  with  the  slowness  of  Buell 
and  McClellan  but  before  I  relieved  them  I  liad 
great  fears  I  should  not  find  successors  to  them 
who  would  do  better;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add 
that  I  have  seen  little  since  to  relieve  those  fears." 
—  Lincoln's  Complete  Works,  vol.   ii.,  p.  258. 


ington;      nevertheless      Lincoln      re- 
linquished   his    design    on    condition 
that  Burnside  move  rapidly.     Some 
delays   were   occasioned   by   lack   of 
pontoons,  but  by  the  last  week  of  No- 
vember Burnside  with  his  anny  was 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock River  opposite  Fredericksburg. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac  ' '  present 
and   equipped   for  duty  ' '   numbered 
120,281  men  with  312  guns.     General 
Lee  with  Longstreet  was  strongly  in- 
trenched on  a  broken  range  of  hills 
back  of  Fredericksburg  and  on  De- 
cember 10  had  78,513  men  "  present 
for  duty  "  with  270  guns.    The  Army 
of  the   Potomac  was  organized  into 
three  grand  divisions.  The  right  under 
General  Sumner  consisted  of  the  2d 
corps,  General  Couch,  the  9th  corps, 
General   Willcox,     and   Pleasonton's 
cavalry  division.     The  centre  under 
General  Hooker  consisted  of  the  3d 
corps,    General    Stoneman,    the    5th 
corps.  General  Butterfield,  and  Aver- 
ell's  cavalry  division.    The  left  under 
Franklin  consisted  of  the  1st  corps. 
General  Reynolds,  the  Gth  corps.  Gen- 
eral Smith,  and  the  cavalry  brigade 
under  General  Bayard.  General  Lee's 
army   was   divided   into    two   wings, 
Jackson   commanding  the   right  and 
Longstreet  the   left.     Burnside  con- 
cluded to  cross  the  river  at  and  below 
Fredericksburg  by  pontoon  bridges, 
and  by  night  of  the  12th  Sumner  and 
Franklin  had  crossed  and  taken  posi- 
tion.   Franklin,  who  was  to  open  the 
battle  by  an  attack  on  the  Confederate 
right,    reinforced    by    Birney's    and 
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Sickles'  division  of  the  od  corps  and 
Burns'  of  the  9th,  had  about  60,000 
men.  At  7 :30  a.  m.  on  the  13th  Burn- 
side  gave  him  orders  to  seize  the 
heights  at  Hamilton's  Crossing. 
Meade's  division,  therefore,  moved 
out  at  9  o'clock  but  owing  to  flank  at- 
tacks and  lack  of  support  it  was  1 :15 
p.   M.  before  the  Confederates  were 


tiou  that  after  Franklin  had  attacked 
Lee's  right  Sumner  could  carry  the 
line  near  the  Telegraph  and  Plank 
roads.  Feeling  the  importance  of 
haste,  Burnside  directed  Sumner  to 
begin  the  movement.  In  the  rear  of 
the  town  and  between  it  and  the 
heights  that  Sumner  was  to  carry  was 
a  broken  plain  traversed  about  mid- 


driven  from  the  Eiclimond  Eailroad. 
Crossing  this,  Meade's  troops  charged 
up  a  i-idge  and  into  the  woods,  pierc- 
ing the  centre  of  A.  P.  Hill's  first  line. 
But  when  Meade  had  crossed  the  road 
that  ran  in  the  rear  of  the  crest  he 
was  attacked  on  the  front  and  flank 
by  Hill's  second  line  and  the  reserves 
and  was  driven  back  with  heavy  loss. 
Gibbon,  who  had  come  up  to  support 
Meade's  right  suffered  the  same  fate. 
Sumner  Avas  retained  in  his  posi- 
tion until  toward  noon  in  the  expecta- 


way  by  a  canal  or  ditch  running  from 
right  to  left.  Two  roads  cut  the  plain 
nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  canal 
—  the  Plank  road  on  the  right  and  the 
Telegraph  road  on  the  left.    The  ad- 
vance was  to  be  made  on  and  between 
these   two   roads   over   ground   com- 
pletely covered  by  artillery   on  the 
heights.     McLaws'  division  held  the 
heights  to  be  assaulted,  Cobb's  and 
Kershaw's  brigades  being  placed  in 
the  sunken  Telegraph  road  that  ran 
at  the  base  of  the  hill.     On  the  side 
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of  the  road  next  to  tlie  town  was  a 
stone  wall  behind  which  Cobb's  and 
Kershaw's  men  were  well  protected. 
The  2d  corps  led  the  attack.    French 's 
di\dsion  moved  out   of  the  town  by 
parallel  streets  and  about  12  o'clock 
had  come  to  within  120  yards  of  the 
stone  wall  when  it  received  a  deadly 
fire.     Hancock's  division  followed  in 
support.    At  1  o'clock  Couch  ordered 
French  and  Hancock  to  carry  Mayre's 
Heights.     French    sent   in   his    three 
brigades,  but  they  met  mth  a  bloody 
repulse.     Samuel  K.  Zook's  brigade 
of   Hancock's    division   then    sprang 
forward  and  was  joined  by  some  shat- 
tered regiments  of  French's  division 
but  when  within  25  paces  of  the  stone 
wall  it  met  the  same  fate.    The  Irish 
brigade    and   Caldwell's   followed  in 
succession    but    failed    to    carry    the 
position    and    after    losing    one-half 
their  number  fell  back,  though  French 
and  Hancock  continued  to  hold  the 
rise  of  ground  near  the  stone  wall. 
Meanwhile   0.   0.  Howard  had  been 
ordered  to  move  his  division  to  the 
right  so  as  to  turn  the  Confederate 
left  but   since  French  and  Hancock 
needed  support,  Howard  was  recalled 
and    ordered    in    on    the    Telegraph 
road   and   two    divisions   of   the   9th 
corjos  went  in  on  Couch's  left.     All 
fought   gallantly   but   no   impression 
was  made   on   the   Confederate  line. 
French  lost  1,160  men,  Hancock  2,032, 
Howard  900,  Sturgis'  division  of  the 
9th  army  corps  1,000,  and  George  W. 
Getty's    division    290.     At   2    o'clock 
Hooker,  riding  in  advance  of  the  5th 


corps,  came  on  the  ground.    After  an 
examination  of  the  position  and  con- 
ference with  Couch  and  other  officers 
he  concluded  that  he  could  make  no 
impression     upon    the     Confederate 
works.     Accordingly  he  sent  an  aide 
to    Burnside    but    only    received    an 
order  to  attack.    Putting  the  spurs  to 
his  horse,  however,  he  rode  across  the 
river  and  sought  to  dissuade  Burn- 
side    from    further    attack,    but    the 
latter  was    obdurate    and   reiterated 
his   order.     Every  available  battery 
opened    tire    upon    the    Confederate 
position     and     near     sunset    A.     A. 
Hmiiphreys   led   his   division   of  the 
5th  corps  against  Mayre's  Heights, 
Sykes'  division  moving  on  liis  right. 
Twice  Humphreys  led  his  men  for- 
ward and  some  of  them  got  within 
20  yards  of  the  stone  wall  but  the 
wall  was  such  a  sheet  of  flame  en- 
veloping the  head  and  flanks  of  the 
column  that  in  a  brief  time  over  1,000 
men  were  killed  and  wounded.    On  the 
right    Sykes    lost    over    200,     while 
Charles  Griffin's  division  on  the  left 
supporting   the   9th   corps   lost   over 
800.     This  ended  the  battle.     Night 
came  on  with  the  Union  army  every- 
where   repulsed.     Burnside    directed 
preparations  for  a  renewal  of  the  bat- 
tle on  the  morning  of  the  14th  when 
he  proposed  to  lead  the  9th  corps  (his 
old  command)  in  an  assault  where  the 
2d  and  5th  corps  had  failed,  but  he 
was    dissuaded    from    the    attempt. 
From  the  night  of  the  13th  until  the 
night  of  the  15th  the  tAvo  armies  con- 
fronting each  other  engaged  in  artil- 
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Icry  fire  and  skirmishing,  but  on  the 
night  of  the  15th,  concealed  by  a 
violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  recrossed  the 
river  after  one  of  its  most  bloody  and 
humiliating  defeats.  Its  loss  was 
1,284  killed,  9,600  wounded,  1,769 
missing,  an  aggregate  of  12,653.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  595  killed,  4,061 
wounded,  and  653  missing.  The  loss 
of  the  Confederate  troops  defending 
Mayre's  Heights  was  less  than  1,000 
while  in  the  attack  the  Union  troops 
had  lost  over  7,300.* 

Apart  from  the  repulse  and  the 
heavy  losses  at  Fredericksburg,  there 
was  a  serious  depreciation  produced 
in  the  morale  of  the  army.  Necessity 
enforced  rest,  the  repairing  of  losses, 
the  care  of  the  wounded  and  the 
liurial  of  the  dead,  but  in  addition 
there  grew  up  a  spirit  of  discontent 


*  Swinton,  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac; 
Palfrey,    Tlie   Antietam   and   Fredericlcshurg,    pp. 
136-190;    Walker,   History   of   the   Second   Army 
Corps;  Powell,  History  of  the  5th  Army  Corps; 
Allan,  Army  of  Northern   rirginia;   Official  Rec- 
ords,   vol.    xxi. ;    Battles    and    Leaders,    vol.    iii., 
pp.    70-147;    iS'lcolay   and   Hay,   Life   of   Lincoln, 
vol.  vi.,  p.   108   et   seq.;   Rhodes,    United  States, 
vol.  iv..  pp.  192-19S;  Woodbury,  Burnside  and  the 
9th  Army  Corps,  p.  190  et  seq.;  George  A.  Bruce, 
The  Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  /.!,  ISGIi 
11912)  ;  J.  L.  Greene,  General  William  B.  Frank- 
lin and  the  Operations  of  the  Left  Wing  at  the 
Battle     of     Fredericksburg,     December     IS,    1S62 
(1900);   II.  H.  Humphreys,  Major-Ceneral  A.  A. 
Humphreys'  United  States  Yohmteers  at  Freder- 
icksburg,  Va.,  December  13,   1862  and  Farmv-iUe. 
Va.,   April   7,   ISG.j    (1896):    Carswell   McClellan, 
(leneral  A.  A.  Humphreys  at  Malvern  Hill,  To., 
July   1,    1S62,   and   at   Fredericksburg,    Va..    De- 
cember  13,    1S62    (1888);    Confederate    Military 
History,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  360-373;   vol.  iv.,  pp.   133- 
140;   vol.  v.,  pp.    168-179;    vol.  vi.,   pp.    195-199; 
vol.  X.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  244-248. 
Vol.  VIII  — 16. 


at  the  barren  results  obtained  and  a 
disposition  not  only  sharply  to  criti- 
cise the  commanding  general  but  also 
to   distrust  him  and  his  capacity  to 
guide  and  direct  the  army's  efforts. 
Accordingly,  Burnside  determined  to 
make  another  movement  against  the 
enemy.     On  December  26  he  ordered 
the  entire  army  to  prepare  three  days' 
rations  with  the  evident  intention  of 
crossing  the  river  six  or  seven  miles 
below  Fredericksburg.     Just  as  the 
movement  was  about  to  take  place  he 
received  a  telegram  from  the  Presi- 
dent, saying :     "I  have  good  reason 
for  saying  you  must  not  make  a  gen- 
eral movement  of  the  amiy  without 
letting  me  know."*     Burnside  there- 
fore   suspended    operations    and   im- 
mediately went  to  Washington.     No 
determination  was  reached,  however, 
and  Burnside  returned  to  the  army 
where  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  his 
general  officers  he  resolved  to  make 
another  attempt  to  cross  the  river, 
writing  the  President  to  this  effect 
and  inclosing  his  resignation  in  case 
the  movement  was  disapproved.!    On 
January  8,  1863,  Lincoln  replied  ap- 
pro^^ng  the  project  but  admonishing 
him  to  be  cautious  and  giving  him  to 
understand  that  the  Government  and 
country  were  not  driving  him.     He 
said  also  he  did  not  see  how  he  could 
profit  by  changing  the  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  that, 
even  if  he  could,  he  did  not  ^^ish  to  do 
it  by  accepting  Burnside 's  resigna- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxi.,  p.  900. 
t/fc/rf,  p.  944. 
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tion.*  Thereupon  Burnside  resolved 
to  move  on  bis  own  responsibility,  bis 
resolution  resulting  in  the  famous 
' '  mud  march. ' '  of  January  21.  Hooker 
and  the  other  officers  declared  that  the 
projected  movement  was  absurd  and 
the  elements  performed  their  part  in 
making  it  so.f  A  severe  storm  oc- 
curred, a  cold  drizzling  rain  set  in, 
the  ground  became  absolutely  impass- 
able for  \yagons  and  artillery,  and 
everything  upon  wheels  sunk  into  the 
bottomless  mud.  Nevertheless  Burn- 
side  persisted  with  desperate  energy. 
He  ordered  the  cavalry  to  dismount 
and  made  pack  horses  of  their  animals 
for  carrying  forage  and  light  com- 
missary stores  to  the  front,  but  the 
rain  persisted  also  and  finally  it  be- 
came impossible  to  move  the  artillery, 
pontoons,  ammunition  and  suppl.y 
wagons.  When  the  Union  pickets 
arrived  at  the  river  near  Banks'  Ford 
the  Confederates  on  the  other  side 
began  to  banter  them,  asking  if  they 
should  not  come  over  and  help  them 
build  the  bridges.  At  last  Burnside 
was  compelled  to  acknowledge  that 
the  expedition  was  a  failure  and 
the  army  struggled  and  floundered 
through  the  wilderness  and  mud  back 


to    their   own   camp.     Burnside   was 
still  stubborn  and  his  excitement  did 
not  abate.     He  felt  his  position  had 
become  impossible  if  the  ofiEicers  under 
him  were  to  remain.     On  January  3 
he  issued  General  Order  No.  8  dis- 
missing from  the  army  Hooker,  W.  T. 
H.  Brooks,  Newton,  Franklin,  W.  H. 
Smith  and  others.*    Armed  with  this 
order    and    with   his    own    letter    of 
resignation  he  went  to  see  the  Presi- 
dent and  on  January  24  placed  before 
him  the  alternative  of  apjDroving  the 
order   or  accei^ting  his   resignation.! 
Lincoln  took  time  for  reflection  but 
believing  that  Hooker  possessed  in  a 
great   degree    the    confidence   of   the 
country  and  the  soldiers  and  that  he 
had  the  capacity  and  energy  to  lead 
the  army  to  success,  he  placed  him 
in    command   and    the    next   day  in- 
formed Burnside  of  his  determination. 
Burnside  then  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion which  the  President  refused  to 
receive  but  gave  him  leave  of  absence 
for  30  days  after  which  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Ohio.t 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxi.,   p.  054. 
t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
217  e«  seq. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxi.,  pp.  998-999. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
219-220. 

t  Kliodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  202;  Nico- 
lay and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  220- 
222. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


1862. 


THE    EMANCIPATION    PROCLAMATION. 


Lincoln's  doubts  as  to  the  reception  of  the  proclamation  — ■  Promulgation  of  the  edict  —  Lincoln's  dejection  at 
the  North's  response  —  Democratic  gains  in  the  fall  elections  —  Curtis'  pamphlet — -Fessenden's  resolution 
of  indorsement  —  Appendix  to  Chapter  XIV.  —  The  Emancipation  Proclamation. 


Lincoln  had  postponed  the  promul- 
gation of  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion because  of  the  unfavorable  mili- 
tary aspect.  The  battle  of  Antietam, 
however,  gave  him  the  victory  he  was 
waiting  for  to  issue  his  proclamation. 
After  lajdng  it  aside  on  July  22, 
he  had  not  dropped  the  project  al- 
together, but  in  various  ways  had  ,qbl-- 
deavored  to  secure  unbiased  counsel 
which  would  aid  him  in  deciding'when 
the  proper  moment  had  come  to 
emancipate  the  slaves.  At  the  satHe' 
time  he  said: 

"  I  do  not  want  to  issue  a  document  that  the 
whole  world  will  see  must  necessarily  be  inopera- 
tive, like  the  Pope's  bull  against  the  comet. 
Would  my  word  free  the  slaves  when  I  cannot 
even  enforce  the  Constitution  in  the  rebel 
States?  Is  there  a  single  court,  or  magistrate,  or 
individual  that  would  be  influenced  by  it  there?"* 

Lincoln  was  subjected  to  much  pres- 
sure both  in  favor  of  and  against  the 
promulgation  of  such  a  proclamation. 
He  talked  with  conservatives  and  rad- 
icals, listened  to  their  arguments  and 
reasoned  with  them.  One  of  the 
most  important  to  be  considered  was 
Avhether  public  opinion  at  the  North 


*  Lincoln's  Complete  Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  234; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
155-156. 


would  sustain  him  in  the  action.  ■  He 
could  not  doubt  that  the  radicals 
would  support  such  action  enthusias- 
tically, but  of  more  importance  was 
the  attitude  of  the  mass  of  steady 
Republicans  and  war  Democrats. 
There  was  a  possibility  also  that  the 
border  slave  States  might  be  alien- 

^-^tedr:bul  as  to  this  he  considered  inac- 
tion, -as >  serious  a  blunder  as  action. 
On  the  .other  hand,  emancipation 
would  aid  the  North  in  Europe.    After 

'■"deep  ..thooight,  therefore,  he  believed 
that  the  proper  course  was  to  issue 
Jke  proclamation  and  allow  events  to 
shape  themselves.  He  believed  the 
proclamation  to  be  a  military  neces- 
sit}-  and  that  the  mass  of  people  in 
the  North  would  soon  concur  in  his 
viewpoint.  Moreover,  as  time  passed, 
he  thought  that  pubHc  sentiment  Avas 
growing  in  favor  of  the  edict  and  that 
only  a  victory  of  the  Union  army  was 
necessary  to  place  the  people  in  the 
proper  attitude  to  receive  it.  Accord- 
ingly, on  September  22,  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Antietam  and  Lee's  retreat  into 
Virginia,  a  Cabinet  meeting  was  held 
at  which  the  subject  was  again  dis- 
cussed. Lincoln  read  to  the  Cabinet 
members  a  draft  of  the  proclamation 
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of  freedom,  asking  each  member  bis 
opinion.  All  except  Blair  substan- 
tially approved  the  proclamation,  and 
Blair's  objection  was  on  the  ground 
of  expediency,  not  of  principle.*  After 
the  Cabinet  had  discussed  the  situa- 
tion and  the  proclamation,  Seward 
took  the  document  with  him  to  the 
Department  of  State,  where  the  great 
seaUvas  affixed.  The  President  signed 
it  the  same  day,  and  on  the  morning 
of  September  23  it  Avas  published  in 
full  by  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
country.! 

Lincoln's  action  received  both  ap- 
plause and  denunciation.  Everjwhero 
the  proclamation  aroused  profound 
interest  and  particularly  in  Washing- 
ton, where  the  President  was  sere- 
naded at  the  executive  mansion.  In 
a  speech  to  the  serenaders  the  Presi- 
dent said : 

"  What  I  dill  I  did  after  a  very  full  deliberation 
and  under  a  very  lieavy  and  solemn  sense  of 
res])onsil)ility.  I  can  only  trust  in  God  I  have 
made  no  mistake.  *  *  *  It  is  now  for  the 
country  and  the  world  to  pass  judgment  and, 
maybe,  take  action  upon  it."  + 


*  See  the  diaries  of  Chase  and  Welles,  quoted 
in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Li'/e  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
p.  IdS  ct  seq.  See  also  Warden,  Life  of  Chase, 
p.  481  et  seq. 

t  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  96-98  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  267-269.  For  text  see  App.  at  the 
end  of  the  present  chapter.  For  other  accounts 
of  the  proclamation  and  the  Cabinet  meetings, 
see  MeClure,  Lincoln  and  Men  of  ^Yar  Times,  p. 
96  et  seq.;  Blaine,  Twenty  Years  of  Congress, 
vol.  i.,  p.  439;  Julian,  Political  Recollections,  p. 
222;  Pierce,  Life  of  Sumner,  vol.  iv.,  p.  66; 
Rhodes,  United  Slates,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  157-161;  Mc- 
Pherson,  History  of  the  Reiellion,  pp.  227-228. 

t  Lincoln's  Comp?e*e  Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  2-40; 
Nicolay  and  Hay.  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p.  164. 


Lincoln,  however,  detected  a  lack  of 
lieartiness  in  the  response  of  the 
Northern  people.  In  a  letter  to  Ham- 
lin on  September  28  he  writes : 

"While  I  hope  something  from  the  proclama- 
tion, my  expectations  are  not  as  sanguine  as  are 
those  of  some  friends.  The  time  for  its  effect 
southward  has  not  come;  but  northward  the  ef- 
fect should  be  instantaneous.  It  is  six  days  old. 
and  while  commendation  in  newspapers  and  by 
distinguished  individuals  is  all  that  a  vain  man 
could  wish,  the  stocks  have  declined  and  troops 
come  forward  more  slowly  tlian  ever.  This, 
looked  soberly  in  the  face,  is  not  very  satisfac- 
tory. *  ♦  ♦  xhe  North  responds  to  the  proc- 
lamation sufficiently  in  breath  ;  Imt  breath  alone 
kills  no   rebels."  • 

Lincoln  was  further  disappointed  in 
the  outcome  of  the  fall  elections.  The 
failure  of  McClellan  's  Kichmond  cam- 
paign and  the  inaction  of  the  Western 
army  had  produced  widespread  dis- 
content which  was  only  partly  allayed 
by  the  victory  at  Antietam.  Taking 
advantage  of  this,  the  Democratic 
party  entered  upon  a  vigorous  and 
fairly  successful  campaign.  They  pro- 
tested against  the  anti-slavery  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  and  made  a  loud 
outcry  that  the  Administration  had 
changed  the  war  for  the  Union  to  a 
war  for  abolition.  In  October  and 
November  elections  occurred  in  the 
|)rincipal  States,  with  the  result  that 
the  Administration  suffered  reverses 
in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jer- 
sey, Oliio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Wis- 
consin, but  was  sustained  by  New 
England,  Iowa,  Michigan  and  the  bor- 
der slave  States.  The  number  of 
Democrats  in  the  House  was  increased 


*  Lincoln's  Complete  II  orl:s,  vol.  ii.,  p.  242. 
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from  44  to  75,  and  tlie  reaction  threat- 
ened for  a  time  to  deprive  Lincoln  of 
the  support  of  the  House.*  Against 
this  temporary  adverse  political  cur- 
rent the  bulk  of  the  Republicans  fol- 
lowed Lincoln  loyally,  accepting-  and 
defending  his  emancipation  i^olicy 
with  earnestness  and  enthusiasm.  On 
October  18,  however,  Benjamin  R. 
Curtis,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  entitled  Executive 
Power,  in  which  he  argued  that  the 
President  had  no  constitutional  right 
to  issue  the  proclamation.  Owing  to 
Curtis 's  high  standing  this  pamphlet 
attracted  much  attention  but  appar- 
ently exerted  little  enduring  influ- 
ence. The  people  had  much  confideucei'': 
in  Lincoln,  for,  though  there  was 
much  distrust  of  his  ability  and  firm- 
ness, his  honesty  was  unquestioned. 
Many  were  impatient,  too,  of  the  law's 
delay,  and  in  the  exercise  of  these  ex- 
traordinary powers  gave  the  Presi- 
dent their  faithful  and  earnest  sup- 


port. This  was  seen  when  the  Thirty- 
Seventh  Congress  met  in  session  in 
December  of  1862.  On  the  11th  of 
that  month  Representative  George  H. 
Yeaman  introduced  resolutions  de- 
claring the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion unwarranted  by  the  Constitution 
and  a  useless  and  dangerous  war 
measure.  These  resolutions  were 
promptly  laid  on  the  table,  94  voting 
to  do  this;  then,  a  few  days  later 
(December  15),  Representative  S.  C. 
Fessenden,  of  Maine,  introduced  the 
following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  78  to  51: 

"  That  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  date  of  22d  September, 
.1862,'.ij  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  and  that 
the  policy  ,(0f  emancipation,  as  indicated  in  that 
',p4-6damation,  is  well  adapted  to  hasten  the 
restoration  of  jieaee,  was  well  chosen  as  a  war 
measure,  and  is  an  exercise  of  power  witli  proper 
regard  for  tlie  riglits  of  the  States  a,nd  the  per- 
petuity of  free  government." 

With  the  proclamation  thus  warmly 
indorsed,  Lincoln  could  well  afford 
to  wait  for  the  full  tide  of  approval. 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  XVIII. 


THE    EMANCIPATION    PROCLAMATION. 


"  1,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  Commander-in-chief  of  tlic 
Army  and  Navj-  thereof,  do  hereby  proclaim  and 
declare  that  hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the  war  will 
lie  prosecuted  for  the  object  of  practically  restor- 
ing the  constitutional  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  each  of  tlie  states,  and  the 
people  thereof,  in  which  that  relation  is,  or  may 
be,  suspended  or  disturbed. 

"  That  it  is  my  purpose,  upon  tlie  next  meeting 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
170:  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  vi.,  p.  163. 


of  Congress,  to  again  recommend  the  adoption  of 
a  practical  measure  tendering  pecuniary  aid  to 
the  free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  slave  states, 
so  called,  the  people  whereof  may  not  then  be  in 
rebellion  against  the  United  States,  and  which 
states  may  then  have  voluntarily  adopted,  or 
thereafter  may  voluntarily  adopt,  the  immediate 
or  gradual  abolishment  of  slavery  witliin  tlieir 
respective  limits;  and  that  the  effort  to  colonize 
persons  of  African  descent,  with  their  consent, 
upon  this  continent  or  elsewhere,  with  the  pre- 
viously obtained  consent  of  the  governments 
existing  there,  will  be  continued. 


240 


THE  EilANCIPATION  PEOCLA.MxVTIO:S'. 


"  That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  tlie  year 
of  our  Lord  one  tliousand  eight  liundred  and 
sixty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  witliin  any 
state,  or  any  designated  part  of  a  state,  the 
people  whereof  sliall  then  be  in  rebellion  against 
the  United  States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforward 
and  forever,  free,  and  tlie  executive  government 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  military  and 
naval  authority  thereof,  will  recognize  and  main- 
tain the  freedom  of  such  persons,  and  will  do 
no  act  or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any 
of  them,  in  any  efforts  they  may  )nake  for  their 
actual  freedom. 

•■  That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  hrst  day  of 
January  aforesaid,  by  proclamation,  designate 
the  states  and  parts  of  states,  if  any,  in  which  the 
people  thereof  respectively  shall  then  be  in  re- 
bellion against  the  United  States:  and  the  fact 
that  any  state,  or  the  people  thereof,  shall  on 
that  day  be  in  good  faith  represented  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  members 
chosen  thereto,  at  elections  wherein  a  majority 
of  the  qualified  voters  of  such  state  shall  have 
participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of  strong  coun- 
tervailing testimony,  he  deemed  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  such  state,  and  the  people  thereof,  are 
not  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States. 

'■  That  attention  is  hereby  called  to  an  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  'An  Act  to  make  an  additional 
Article  of  War,'  approved  March  13th,  1862.  and 
which  act  is  in  the  words  and  figures  following:  — 
"  Be  it  enacted  hy  tlie  Senate  and  Bouse  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea. 
in  Congress  assembled:  That  hereafter  the  follow- 
ing shall  be  promulgated  as  an  additional  article 
of  war,  for  the  government  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  be  obeyed  and  observed 
as  such: — Section  1.  All  officers  or  persons  in 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
are  prohibited  from  employing  any  of  the  forces 
under  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  fugitives  from  service  or  labor  who 
may  have  escaped  from  any  persons  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due;  and 
any  officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  by  a  eourt- 
martial  of  violating  this  article,  shall  be  dis- 
missed from  the  service.  Section  2.  And  he  it 
further  enacted:  That  this  act  shall  take  eflfect 
from  and  after  its  passage. 

"Also,  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  an 
act  entitled  'An  Act  to  Suppress  Insurrection,  to 
Punish  Treason  and  Rebellion,  to  Seize  and  Con- 
fiscate Property  of  Rebels,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses: '  approved  July  16th,  1862,  and  which  sec- 
tions are  in  the  words  and  figures  following: — 
"Section  9.  And   be  it   further  enacted:    That 


all  slaves  of  persons  who  shall  hereafter  be  en- 
gaged in  rebellion  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  who  shall  in  any  way  give  aid 
or  comfort  thereto,  escaping  from  such  persons 
iiiul  taking  refuge  within  the  lines  of  the  army; 
and  all  slaves  captured  from  such  persons,  or 
deserted  by  them  and  coming  under  the  control 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  all 
slaves  of  such  persons  found  or  being  within  any 
place  occupied  by  rebel  forces,  and  afterwards 
occupied  by  forces  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
deemed  captives  of  war,  and  shall  be  forever  free 
of  their  servitude,  and  not  again  held  as  slaves. 

"Section  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted:  That 
no  slave  escaping  into  any  state,  territory,  or  the 
District  of  Columbia,  from  any  other  state,  shall 
be  delivered  up,  or  in  any  way  impeded  or  hin- 
dered of  his  liberty,  except  for  crime  or  some 
offence  against  the  laws,  unless  the  person  claim- 
ing said  fugitive  shall  first  make  oath  that  the 
jierson  to  whom  the  labor  or  service  of  such 
fugitive  is  alleged  to  be  due  is  his  lawful  owner, 
and  has  not  borne  arms  against  the  United  States 
in  the  present  rebellion,  nor  in  any  way  given 
aid  and  comfort  tliereto:  and  no  person  engaged 
in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  shall,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  assume 
to  decide  on  the  validity  of  the  claim  of  any 
person  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  other  per- 
son, or  surrender  up  any  such  person  to  the 
claimant,  on  pain  of  being  dismissed  from  the 
service. 

"  And  I  do  liereby  enjoin  upon  and  order  all 
persons  engaged  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  to  observe,  obey,  and 
enforce,  within  their  respective  spheres  of  service, 
the  act  and  sections  above  recited. 

"And  the  Executive  will  in  due  time  recommend 
that  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  shall 
have  remained  loyal  thereto  throughout  the  re- 
bellion, shall  (upon  the  restoration  of  the  consti- 
tutional relations  between  the  United  States  and 
their  respective  States  and  people,  if  the  relation 
shall  have  been  suspended  or  disturbed)  be  com- 
pensated for  all  losses  by  acts  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  loss  of  slaves. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  tlie  United  States 
to  be  affixed. 

"  Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this  twenty- 
second  day  of  Septeml)er,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh. 

"Abraham  Lincoln." 
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CHAPTER    XIX. 

1862-1863. 

BEAGG  'S  INVASION  OF  KENTUCKY  :    PERRYVILLE  AND  MtJEFEEESBORO. 

The  beginning  of  Bragg's  movement  — ■  Morgan's  raid  —  Kirby  Smith's  attack  on  Richmond  —  Declaration 
of  martial  law  in  Cincinnati  — •  Morgan's  evacuation  of  Cumberland  Gap  —  The  surrender  of  Munfordsville 
—  The  battle  of  Perryville  — •  Bragg's  retreat  —  Buell  superseded  by  Rosecrans  —  The  engagements  at 
Hartsville  and  Parker's  Cross  Roads  —  The  battle  of  Murfreesboro. 


After  the  expulsion  of  the  Confed- 
erate army  from  Corinth,  Mississippi, 
on  May  29,  1862,  Pope  was  called  to 
the  East  to  take  command  of  the  army 
of  Virginia  and  Halleck  was  elevated 
to  the  position  of  general-in-chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
Halleck 's  army  of  137,000  men  was 
divided  and  the  Army  of  the  Oliio 
under  General  D.  C.  Buell  was  or- 
dered on  June  10  to  move  on  Chat- 
tanooga, the  movement  beginning  next 
day  along  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad.  By  tliis  time 
the  Union  forces  had  opened  up  the 
Mississippi  to  Memphis  and  Vicks- 
burg ;  and  all  the  country  north  of  the 
line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad  and  the  Tennessee  River  as 
far  east  as  Bridgeport,  Alabama,  and 
following  the  Cumberland  Mountains 
northward  to  the  Oliio  River  had  come 
into  Union  possession.  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  save  the  eastern  part  of 
the  latter,  was  held  by  Union  troops. 
"When  the  Union  armies  advanced  on 
Chattanooga  and  Knoxville  during 
June  and  July,  reinforcements  wore 
rushed  there  by  the  Confederates  and 


General  Braxton  Bragg  was  author- 
ized to  make  a  counter  movement  into 
middle  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 
Many  Confederates  thought  that  the 
people  of  Kentucky  would  rise  in 
their  favor  on  the  advance  of  the 
army,  and  at  Richmond  it  was 
thought  that  Bragg  could  march 
through  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky to  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio  and  beyond.  Bragg  was  then 
at  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  and  General 
E.  Kirby  Smith  was  iu  command  of 
the  department  embracing  Chatta- 
nooga and  Knoxville.  Having  faith 
in  the  idea  that  the  people  would  sup- 
port the  Confederate  cause,  they  took 
20,000  stand  of  arms  for  the  recruits 
that  were  expected  to  enlist.  At  the 
same  time  Generals  Earl  Van  Dorn 
and  Sterling  Price  were  to  move  from 
Mississippi  into  west  Tennessee  and 
all  the  forces  were  then  to  unite  in 
Ohio.  On  July  21  Bragg  ordered  his 
own  army  from  Tupelo  to  secure  Chat- 
tanooga against  Buell 's  advance  and 
to  prepare  for  the  movement  to  the 
Ohio. 
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MOEGAJST'S  KAID. 


Before    the    campaign    had    pro- 
gressed far,  however,  there  had  been 
considerable  skirmishing  in  the  terri- 
tory through  which  he  expected  to 
pass.    Guerilla  parties  along  the  bor- 
ders of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  made 
numerous  raids.     Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  July  13  an  unexpected  attack 
was   made  upon  the  Union  brigade 
commanded  by  General  T.  T.  Critten- 
den in  charge  of  Murfrcesboro  by  a 
cavalry  force  of  about  3,000  men  un- 
der General  N.  B.  Forrest.     The  sur- 
prise being  complete,  the  Union  force 
of  about  800  men  was  compelled  to 
surrender,    the    prisoners,    including 
General    Crittenden,    being   taken    to 
Chattanooga,  and  large  quantities  of 
amir.unition  and  supplies  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Confederates.     Almost 
simultaneously  a  raid  into  Kentucky 
was   made    by   John   Hunt   Morgan. 
Having  crossed  into  Kentucky  from 
Knoxville    with    about    900    men    he 
issued  a  proclamation  on  July  10  to 
the  inhabitants  appealing  to  them  to 
"  rise  one  and  all  and  clear  out  dear 
Kentucky's    soil   of  its   detested   in- 
vaders."    He  pushed  forward  to  the 
centre  of  the  State  and  took  posses- 
sion of  Lebanon  where  he  captured  a 
large  quantity  of  government  commis- 
sary stores.     Having  destroyed  to  a 
considerable  extent  the  railroad  com- 
munication with  Cincinnati,  on  July 
17    he    fell    upon    a    body    of    about 
400  Union  troops  at  Cynthiana  in  Har- 
rison County  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel    Landrum.       Morgan 
soon  captured  this  force  and  quickly 


gained  possession  of  the  town.  A 
body  of  mounted  infantry  was  imme- 
diately gathered  at  Lexington  and  its 
vicinity  and  placed  under  command 
of  General  Green  Clay  Smith  who  set 
out  at  once  in  pursuit  of  Morgan  and 
his  raiders.  At  Paris  he  came  up 
with  Morgan,  defeated  him  and  cap- 
tured a  considerable  portion  of  the 
stolen  property.  Morgan,  however, 
made  his  escape  into  Tennessee.*  At 
about  the  same  time  Henderson  on  the 
Ohio  was  occupied,  as  was  Russelville 
on  July  29.  On  the  same  day,  how- 
ever, an  attack  on  Mount  Sterling, 
east  of  Lexington,  was  repulsed  wdth 
considerable  loss  to  the  Confederates. 
Toward  the  close  of  August  a  large 
division  of  Confederate  troops  in  Ten- 
nessee threatened  an  invasion  of  Ken- 
tucky. On  August  14,  1862,  General 
E.  Kirby  Smith  left  Knoxville,  Ten- 
nessee, to  unite  with  Ge^neral  Bragg 
in  northern  Kentucky.  He  passed 
through  BigiCreek  Gap  of  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains  and  leaving  General 
C.  L.  Stevenson  to  observe  the  Union 
forces  at  Cumberland  Gap,  penetrated 
Kentuck}^  with  about  6,000  men.  Pre- 
ceded by  Colonel  J.  S.  Scott 's  cavalry 
force  of  900  men,  he  moved  in  the 
direction  of  Frankfort,  threatening 
both  Louisville  and  Cincinnati.  Gen- 
eral Lew  Wallace  hastened  with  a 
regiment  from  Louisville  to  Lexing- 
ton and  was  placed  in  command  of  all 
the  troops  in  that  vicinity.   Additional 


*  Duke,  nistory  of  Horgan's  Cavalry,  p.  182 
et  seq.;  Shaler,  Keiititckij,  pp.  288-290;  Cist,  The 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  p.   35   et  seq. 


CONFEDERATE  GENERALS  AND  NAVAL  OFFICERS 


From  the  original  Braily  nef^ativea. 

1.  J.  B.  HOOD. 
4.  G.  E.  PICKETT. 
7,  D.  N.  INGRAM  (Navy). 
10.  T.  J.  PAGE  (Navy). 


2.  J.  H.  MORGAN. 

5.  JAME.S  LONGSTREET. 
8.  RAPHAEL  SEMMES  (Navy). 
11.  JOSIAH  T.WNALL  (Navy). 


3.  WADE  HAMPTON 
6.  E.  KIRBY  SMITH. 
9.  FRANKLIN  BUCHANAN  (Navy). 
12.  G.  N.  HOLLINS  (Navyl. 
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regiments  came  from  nortli  of  the 
Ohio  and  as  Wallace  was  about  to. 
move  forward  to  oppose  Smith  he  was 
succeeded  by  General  William  Nelson 
who  had  been  ordered  by  General 
Buell  to  take  charge  of  affairs  in  Ken- 
tucky. 

On    taking    command    Nelson    or- 
ganized    the     troops    at    Lexington 
into  a  division  of  three  brigades  under 
Generals  M.D.Manson,  Charles  Cruft 
and  J.  S.  Jackson.    Learning  that  the 
Confederates  were  approaching,  some 
cavalry  was  sent  forward  and  several 
sharp  engagements  occurred.     Kirby 
Smith  then  determined  to  make   an 
immediate     advance     on     Richmond, 
Kentucky,  although  his  troops  were 
jaded  by  long  and  laborious  marches 
and  General  Heth's  division  of  4,000 
men  was  still  far  in  the  rear.    For  the 
attack  Smith  had  P.  R.  Cleburne's  and 
T.  J.   Churchill 's  divisions   of  6,000 
men  and  Scott's  cavalry  brigade  of 
about  850  men.     The  advance  was  or- 
dered for  August  30.     About  half  a 
mile  south  of  Rogersville,  Scott's  cav- 
alry   encountered   Hanson's   brigade 
wliich  in  turn  was  attacked  by  Cle- 
burne Mdth   two   brigades.      Hanson 
was  then  reinforced  by  a  regiment  of 
Cruft 's  brigade   and  a  battery   and 
endeavored  to  turn  Cleburne's  right 
but  was  repulsed.   Heanwhile  Church- 
ill'is  division  came  up  to  support  Cle- 
burne, and  Hanson's  right  was  then 
flanked  and  driven  back  in  disorder. 
Another  of  Cruft 's  regiments  endeav- 
ored to  turn  the  tide  but  was  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss.      Another  position 


was  taken  farther  to  the  rear  where 
the  troops  were  under  partial  cover 
with  artillery  on  the  flanks  but  this 
was  soon  assailed  by  the  Confeder- 
ates.     Cruft's  brigade  on  the  right 
was  attacked  by  Churchill's  division 
and  driven  back  in  confusion  and  as 
Cleburne  now  advanced  in  the  front, 
Hanson's  entire  line  fell  back  with 
the    Confederates    in    close    pursuit. 
Hanson  formed  another  line  in  front 
of  Riclunond  but  General  Nelson  came 
on  the  field  and  selected  a  new  line 
near  the  town  and  cemetery.    Scarcely 
had  the  troops  taken  their  position 
when  they  were  attacked  by  the  Con- 
federates and  compelled  to  give  w^ay, 
the  demoralization  being  increased  by 
the  knowledge   that   Scott's   cavalry 
had  gained  the  road  in  the  rear  of 
Richmond.     Nelson  was  wounded  and 
narrowly  escaped  to  Lexington  and 
thence   to   Louis^-ille.      Hanson   was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  with  over 
4,000  of  his  men,  while  9  guns,  more 
than   6,000  muskets,   and  the   entire 
wagon  train  were  lost.      The  Union 
loss  was  206  killed,  844  wounded  and 
4,303  captured  or  missing,  while  the 
Confederate  loss  was  78  killed,  372 
wounded  and  1   missing.*      General 
Heth  with  his  division  of  4,000  men 
joined    Smith    after    the    battle    and 
marched  to  Lexington  where  he  ar- 
rived on  September  2. 


*  Van  Home,  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
bcrlaud,  vol.  i.;  OffwUd  Records,  vol.  xvl.;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  iii..  pp.  4-5;  Shaler,  Kentueky 
pp  200-203;  Cist,  The  Army  of  the  Cumherland, 
p.  .n  et  seq.;  A.  H.  Noll,  General  Kirby  Smith 
(1907). 
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Naturally,  there  was  considerable 
excitement  in  Louisville  and  Cincin- 
nati.     Martial  law  was  declared  in 
Cincinnati,    the    liquor    shops    were 
closed,  all  business  was  suspended,  the 
street  ears  ceased  to  run,  and  all  men 
who  could  fight  or  work  were  ordered 
to  assemble  at  their  voting  places  for 
the  purpose  of  drill  or  labor.     Gov- 
ernor  Todd   hastened   to    Cincinnati 
and  called  out  for  military  service  all 
the  loyal  men  of  the  river  counties.* 
For  a  while  it  was  doubtful  what  move 
the   Confederates  would  make  next 
Having    occupied    Lexington,    Paris 
Frankfort  and  Cynthiana,  Smith  sent 
Heth  to  threaten  Covington  and  Cin- 
cinnati.     On   September   10   it   was 
thought  that  a  battle  was  imminent, 
but  finding   Cincinnati   too   well   de- 
fended to  attack,  and  being  in  turn 
threatened  with  counter  attack,  Heth 
gave  up  the  attempt  and  withdrew  to 
join  Smith  who  waited  at  Lexington 
to    cooperate    with    General    Brag- 
then  operating  against  Buell.f      On 
September  18  Smith  was  in  motion  to 
join    Bragg    at    Shelby^dlle    but    his 
march  was  suspended  bv  the  news  that 
General  George  W.  Morgan  had  evacu- 
ated Cumberland  Gap. 

'This  place  had  been  fortified  and 
magazines  and  an  arsenal  had  been 
established  there.  When  Kirby  Smith 
defeated  Nelson  at  Richmond,  com- 
munication mth  the  North  was  cut  off 
and,  moreover,  General  C.  L.  Steven- 
son with  a  division  of  9,000  men  was 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv     nn    ,7,   ,,« 
tShaler,  Kentucky,  pp.  298-300'.    ''        ^^  ' 


preparing  to  attack  the  Gap  in  front. 
Hence,  being  short  of  forage  and  un- 
prepared for  a  siege,  Morgan  blew  up 
the  arsenal  and  magazines,  set  fire  to 
his  store  houses  and  on  the  night  of 
September  17  started  on  a  march  of 
200  miles  through  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness  to  Greenup  on  the  Ohio 
River.      Accordingly,  on  learning  of 
Morgan's  movement.  Smith  marched 
Ills    entire    army    eastward    toward 
Mount    Sterling    to    intercept    him. 
In  this,  however,  he  was  unsuccessful 
for  Morgan   reached  liis  destination 
on  October  3.      Smith  next  marched 
back    to    the    vicinity    of    Frankfort 
where   he   was  joined  in  person  by 
Bragg  who  informed  him  that  Buell 
was  moving  out  of  Louisville. 

Meanwhile  Bragg  had  divided  Ms 
army  into  two  wings,  the  right  com- 
manded by  General  Leonidas  Polk  the 
left  by  General  W.  J.  Hardee.    '  He 
crossed  the  Tennessee  at  and  above 
Chattanooga  on  August  24  and  his 
column   of  30,000  men  took  up   the 
march  over  Waldon's  Ridge  and  the 
Cumberland     Mountains.        Turning 
Buell 's   left   whose   advance   was   at 
McMinnville    and    Altamont,    Bra-o- 
tlireatened      Nashville,      whereupon 
Buell       ordered       a       concentration 
of      his       army      at    Murfreesboro. 
Hearing     there      of     Nelson's      de- 
feat      at       Richmond,       Kentuckj^ 
Buell     fell     back     to     cover    Louis- 
ville.    Keeping  to  the  east  of  Buell, 
Bragg  turned   northward   for  Louis- 
ville   and    the    Ohio.      He    marched 
through  middle  Tennessee  unmolested 
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and  entered  Kentucky  on  September  5 
about  45  miles  above  Nashville,  and 
by  the  13th  had  reached  Glasgow.  It 
now  became  a  race  betAveen  the  two 
for  Louisville,  and  Bragg,  having  the 
shorter  line  of  march,  reached  the  city 
first,  placing  himself  between  Buell 
and  the  city.     It  w^as  thought  that  he 
could  capture  Louisville  and  Kirby 
Smith  suggested  a  combined  assault,* 
but  Bragg  Hngered,  and  instead  of  at- 
tacking Louis\411e  marched  from  Glas- 
gow across  the  country  and  attacked 
the  Union  garrison  at  Munfordsville 
on  Green  Eiver  Avhere  the  Loms\dlle 
and  Nashville  Railroad  crosses.     The 
Confederates  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  place  but  Colonel  J.  T.  Wilder 
in  command  of  the  Union  troops  re- 
fused.     Accordingly  at  daylight  on 
September  15  the  attack  was  made  by 
the   Confederates   but  was   repulsed 
with    considerable     slaughter.      The 
fight  was  renewed  two  days  later  and 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  day, 
when  hearing   that   Bragg  with  his 
main  force  was  near  at  hand.  Colonel 
C.  L.  Dunham  then  in  command  sur- 
rendered the  place  with  4,000  men  and 
10  guns.     Bragg  took  a  strong  posi- 
tion on  the  south  side  of  Green  Eiver 
intending   to   give   Buell  battle,   but 
owing  to  want  of  supplies  changed 
his  mind.      Reduced  to  three  days' 
rations,  Bragg  turned  aside  from  the 
direct  road  north   and  advanced  to 
Bardstown. 

On  leaving  Nashville,  Buell  had  fol- 
lowed Bragg's  invachng  force  closely 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xvi.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  830. 


on  its  route  into  Kentucky  and  soon 
occupied  Munfordsville.  While  Bragg 
was  marching  tow^ard  Frankfort  Buell 
advanced  by  the  main  road  into  Louis- 
ville where  he  arrived  on  September 
25,  insuring  the  safety  of  the  city.  On 
reaching  Louisville  Buell  was  rein- 
forced by  over  30,000  men,  chiefly  raw 
troops,  hastily  gathered  from  Illinois, 
In:::iana  and  Ohio,  thus  increasing  the 
Army  of  the  OHo  to  nearly  100,000 
men.  The  army  was  divided  into  three 
corps    commanded    by    Generals    A. 
McD.  McCook,  T.  L.  Crittenden,  and 
C.  C.  Gilbert,  General  Thomas  being 
second    in    command    of    the    whole 
army.     On  October  1  Buell  left  Louis- 
ville with  58,000  men,  moving  in  three 
columns  against  Bragg  at  Bardstown. 
General  Joshua  W.  Sill  with  his  own 
division   and   that   of   Ebeuezer   Du- 
mont  marched  direct  to  Frankfort  to 
threaten  E.  Kirby  Smith.     Believing 
that    Sill    was    but    the    advance    of 
Buell's  main  body  marching  for  that 
place,  Bragg  ordered  General  Polk  to 
move  the  entire   army  from  Bards- 
town toward  Frankfort  and  to  strike 
Sill  and  Buell  in  flank,  while  E.  Kirby 
Smith  advancing  from  Frankfort  met 
the  Union  column  in  front.     But  Polk 
disregarded   Bragg's    order    and   re- 
tired   slowly   by   way    of    Perryville 
toward      Harrodsburg      where      he 
thought  that  the  entire  Confederate 
army  in  Kentucky  would  be  concen- 
trated.    When  Bragg  heard  of  this 
he.  Smith  and  others  were  formally 
inaugurating  a  secession  governor  of 
Kentucky.     This  person  was  Richard 
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Hawes,  who  was  sworn  into  office  on 
October  4.  He  had  begun  a  long  in- 
augural address  when  he  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  booming  of  distant  can- 
non. His  audience,  composed  chiefly 
of  the  Confederate  soldiers,  immedi- 
ately sprang  to  their  horses  and 
Hawes'  administration  floated  away 
in  the  dust  of  the  marching  column.* 
The  approaching  Federal  column 
proved  to  be  that  under  Sill.  Ac- 
cordingly, accompanied  by  the  newly 
inaugurated  governor,  Smith  re- 
treated in  haste  toward  Lexington. 
Dumont's  division  then  occupied  the 
city,  and  on  the  8th  Sill  slipped  away 
to  join  Buell.  Smith  took  position 
near  Versailles  to  cover  Lexington 
and  watch  an  advance  from  Frank- 
fort. Polk  with  two  divisions  was  or- 
dered to  join  Smith  while  Hardee 
with  his  two  infantry  divisions  and 
Wheeler's  cavalry  was  left  to  hold 
Perryville  and  cover  the  depot  of  sup- 
plies at  Camp  Dick  Robinson. 

Meanwhile  Buell 's  columns  were 
moving  toward  Perryville.  Joseph 
Wheeler's  cavalry  were  driven  back 
by  Gilbert,  with,  the  centre,  and  on 
the  night  of  the  7th  went  into  camp 
about  four  miles  from  Perryville. 
Crittenden  with  the  right  was  to  have 
encamped  at  Hayesville,  but  finding 
no  water  he  marched  three  miles  to 
the  west.  McCook  with  the  left,  after 
some  resistance,  reached  Mackville, 
10  miles  from  Perryville,  the   same 


*  B.  F.  Stevens,  Kentucky  Neutrality,  p.  20 ; 
Official  Records,  vol.  xvi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  1087;  Shaler, 
Kentucky,  p.  303. 


distance  from  Harrodsburg,  and  6 
miles  in  the  rear  and  to  the  left  of 
Gilbert.  Late  in  the  afternoon  Bragg 
at  Harrodsburg  learned  that  Hardee 
was  being  pressed  by  Gilbert  whom 
the  Confederates  supposed  to  be  iso- 
lated from  the  rest  of  Buell 's  army. 
Accordingly  he  ordered  Polk  to  join 
Hardee  with  B.  F.  Cheatham's  di- 
vision and  attack  Gilbert,  but  Hardee 
and  Polk  urged  that  Bragg 's  and 
Smitli's  armies  be  united  before  this 
movement  were  attempted.  Early  on 
the  morning  of  the  8th,  seeing  the 
Union  advance,  Polk,  knowing  that 
the  greater  part  of  Buell 's  army  was 
in  his  front,  determined  to  disregard 
Bragg's  order  to  attack  and  after  con- 
sulting Hardee  and  other  officers  con- 
cluded to  adopt  the  ' '  defensive  offen- 
sive. ' '  The  battle  was  brought  on  by 
the  advance  of  Colonel  Dan  McCook 's 
brigade  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
certain  pools  of  water  of  which  the 
troops,  thirsty  with  their  long  march, 
were  very  much  in  need.  McCook 's 
brigade  took  position  in  advance  of 
Chaplin's  River  and  at  daylight  was 
joined  by  the  remainder  of  Sheridan's 
division,  followed  by  Mitchell's  and  a 
brigade  of  Albin  Schoepf 's.  Sheridan 
moved  up  the  road  driving  back  the 
Confederate  skirmishers,  and  nearly 
a  mile  in  advance  with  Mitchell  on  his 
right  formed  in  line  of  battle  on 
ground  overlooking  a  branch  of  Doc- 
tor's Creek.  About  11  o'clock  L.  H. 
Rousseau's  division,  the  advance  of 
McCook 's  corps  came  up  on  the  left 
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of  Sheridan.  W.  H.  Lytle's  and  L. 
A.  Harris'  brigades  were  put  on  the 
right,  W.  R.  Terrill's  brigade  of  Jack- 
son's division  on  the  left,  George 
Webster's  brigade  of  Jackson's  di- 
vision in  Rousseau's  rear  and  J.  C. 
Starkweather's  brigade  of  Rousseau's 
division  with  two  batteries  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  Terrill's  brigade.  Soon 
the  infantry  and  artillery  on  both 
sides  were  hotly  engaged,  the  battle 
being  fought  mainly  on  McGook's  line. 
Buell's  army  numbered  about  58,000 
men  and  was  confronted  by  onlv 
16,000. 

About  10  o'clock  General  Bragg 
came  upon  the  field  from  Harrods- 
hiiTg  and  was  much  angered  when  in- 
formed by  Polk  thafhe  had  assumed 
the  "  defensive  offensive."  Bragg 
made  some  changes  in  the  disposition 
of  the  troops,  moving  Cheatham's  di- 
vision from  the  left  to  the  right,  and 
then  ordered  Polk  to  open  the  attack, 
but  Polk  was  dilatory  and  Bragg  led 
the  entire  line  forward,  the  left  strik- 
ing Sheridan  and  the  centre  and  right 
falling  furiously  on  McCook.  Ter- 
rill's brigade  on  the  left  received  a 
heavy  blow  from  Cheatham's  division 
and  J.  A.  Wharton's  cavalry,  and 
after  inflicting  severe  loss  on  Maney's 
brigade  was  routed,  abandoning  7  of 
the  8  guns  in  C.  C.  Parson's  battery. 
The  Confederates  then  struck  Stark- 
weather to  the  rear  and  left  of  Ter- 
rill,  but  were  repulsed  with  a  loss  of 
half  their  men  by  the  fire  of  the  Union 
batteries.  Later  in  the  action  Stark- 
weather was   obliged   to  jdeld  some 


ground  and  Genei'al  Terrill  in  a  vain 
effort  to  rally  his  brigade  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  battle  then  rolled 
down  the  line  upon  the  brigades  of 
Lytle  and  Harris  of  Rousseau's  di- 
vision, the  attack  being  made  by  part 
of  Buckner's  division.  Taking  ad- 
vantage of  an  interval  of  400  yards 
between  Rousseau's  right  and  Sheri- 
dan's left,  the  Confederates  pressed 
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their  attack  at  this  point.  Colonel 
Webster  sprang  to  Rousseau's  sup- 
port and  was  killed,  while  his  brigade, 
together  with  those  of  Lytle  and  Har- 
ris, were  soon  overpowered  and  forced 
back  nearlj'  a  mile.  Lytle  was  seri- 
ously wounded  and  taken  a  prisoner 
and  the  three  brigades,  terribly  cut 
up,  were  about  to  dissolve  Avhen  Col- 
onel Michael  Gooding's  brigade  of 
Mitchell's  division  came  up  from  the 
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right,  turned,  and  after  nearly  an 
hour  of  severe  fighting  in  which  he 
lost  499  killed  and  wounded,  checked 
the  Confederate  advance  and  threw 
it  back.  Then,  soon  after  sunset,  J. 
B.  Steedman's  brigade  arrived,  and 
Lieutenant  F.  G.  Smith's  battery,  sup- 
ported by  the  18th  U.  S.  infantry,  was 
pushed  forward  and  opened  with 
canister,  but  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  firing  on  both  sides.  On  McCook  's 
right  Sheridan  Avas  attacked  by  part 
of  Buckner's  division  and  that  of  An- 
derson, but  Sheridan  repelled  the  at- 
tack and,  besides,  helped  McCook  by 
turning  his  artillery  upon  the  flanks 
of  the  troops  opposing  him.  Unfor- 
tunately, Gilbert,  his  corps  com- 
mander, ordered  him  and  Mitchell  to 
fall  back,  thus  uncovering  McCook 's 
right.  He  soon  advanced,  however, 
held  his  ground,  though  hard  pressed, 
and  as  his  right  was  severely  threat- 
ened, Mitchell  sent  General  W.  P. 
Carlin's  brigade  to  his  assistance. 
Forming  on  his  right  Carlin  made  an 
impetuous  attack,  broke  the  Confed- 
erate lines,  and  drove  them  back 
through  Perrj^'ille,  capturing  in  the 
town  15  or  20  caissons  and  wagons 
loaded  with  ammunition,  and  a  corps 
of  140  officers  and  men.  This  ended 
the  battle  on  that  part  of  the  field.  On 
the  right  Crittenden's  corps  was  not 
engaged  and  had  only  2  men  wounded. 
In  the  battle  the  Union  loss  was  845 
killed,  2,851  wounded  and  515  miss- 
ing, an  aggregate  of  4,211,  while  the 
Confederate  loss  was  510  killed,  2,635 


wounded  and  251  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  3,396.* 

During  the  night  Bragg,  abandon- 
ing his  dead  and  many  wounded  and 
13  of  the  15  guns  he  had  captured, 
retreated  to  Harrodsburg  where  he 
was  joined  by  E.  Kirby  Smith,  rais- 
ing his  command  to  over  60,000  men. 
Buell  awaited  Sill's  division  which 
arrived  on  October  11,  and  the  next 
day  advanced  and  manceuvered  to 
turn  Bragg 's  left.  Crittenden  was 
to  advance  in  front  and  McCook  and 
Gilbert  to  approach  by  different  roads 
so  as  to  cut  off  Bragg 's  escape  and 
compel  him  to  fight  or  surrender. 
Bragg  seeming  to  have  divined  Buell's 
purpose  fell  back  to  Bryantsville, 
and  on  the  13th  began  his  retreat  from 
Kentucky  by  way  of  Cumberland  Gap. 
Buell  pursued  but  did  not  advance 
much  further  than  Crab  Orchard  and 
Bragg  succeeded  in  passing  through 
Cumberland  Gap,  October  19  to  24. 
On  the  latter  date  (October  24)  an 
order  was  issued  directing  Buell  to 
turn  over  his  command  to  General  W. 
S.  Rosecrans,  the  army  now  becoming 
known  as  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land.! 

Rosecrans  arrived  at  Louisville  on 
October  27  and  immediatelv  entered- 


*  See  Official  Records,  vol.  xvi.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  1024- 
1031;  Wm.  Polk,  Life  of  Leonidas  Polk,  vol.  it.; 
Cist,  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pp.  61-77; 
Fry,  The  Army  under  Buell;  Van  Home,  The 
Army  of  the  Cumberlattd;  Pollard,  fiecond  Year 
of  the  TT'or;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  1- 
69 ;  Moore,  Rebellion  Record,  vol.  v. ;  Davis,  Con- 
federate Government ;  Shaler,  Kentucky,  pp.  304- 
309;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  viii.,  pp. 
49-5.5;    vol.   ix.,   pt.   i.,   pp.   132-146. 
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upon  the  duties  assigned  liim.  He 
made  some  changes  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  army  which  was  composed 
of  the  14th  army  corps.  This  was 
divided  into  tliree  ■n'ings — the  right 
wing  of  three  divisions  under  General 
A.  McD.  McCook,  the  centre  of  five 
divisions  under  General  George  H. 
Thomas,  and  the  left  of  three  di- 
visions under  General  T.  L.  Critten- 
den. On  November  1  Rosecrans 
moved  to  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky, 
and  on  the  5th  three  divisions  of  Mc- 
Cook's  corps  marched  by  this  route 
toward  Nashville.  Rosecrans  fol- 
lowed McCook 's  advance  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  army,  reached  Nash- 
ville on  November  10,  and  took  up  his 
position  in  front  of  the  city.  At  the 
close  of  the  month  the  railroad  com- 
munication from  Louisville  was  com- 
pleted and  the  next  few  weeks  were 
occupied  in  gathering  supplies,  organ- 
izing the  troops,  etc.  General  Bragg, 
after  his  return  from  Kentucky,  had 
gone  into  winter  quarters  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  a  short  distance  to  the 
south  of  Nashville,  expecting  that 
Rosecrans  would  follow  his  example. 
Wheeler's  cavalry  covered  his  front, 
its  pickets  within  10  miles  of  Nash- 
ville. A  large  cavalry  force  was  sent 
by  Bragg  into  west  Tennessee  to  cut 
off  Grant's  communications  and  an- 
other large  force  under  Morgan  into 
Kentucky  to  break  up  the  railroad. 

On  December  6,  1862,  Hartsville 
was  held  by  Colonel  A.  B.  Moore,  with 
a  Union  force  of  three  regiments  of 


infantry,  a  regiment  and  a  company 
of  cavalry,  and  a  section  of  artillery, 
in  all  about  2,100  men.  Morgan  had 
been  instructed  by  General  Bragg  to 
operate  on  General  Rosecrans'  lines 
of  communication  in  the  rear  of  Nash- 
^dlle  and,  learning  that  Moore  was 
isolated,  with  no  supports  near,  re- 
solved to  capture  him.  While  two  in- 
fantry brigades  of  Cheatham's  divi- 
sion and  Wheeler's  cavalry  demon- 
strated on  Nashville,  Morgan  Avith 
four  regiments  and  a  battalion  of 
cavalry,  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
and  a  battery,  set  out  from  Baird's 
Mills,  25  miles  south  of  Hartsville,  on 
the  morning  of  December  6,  1862, 
marched  through  Lebanon,  crossed 
the  Cumberland  below  Hartsville  dur- 
ing the  night,  disposed  his  forces  so 
as  to  cut  oft'  Moore's  retreat  on  the 
roads  leading  to  Gallatin  and  Casta- 
lian,  posts  occupied  by  other  Union 
commands,  and  early  in  the  morning 
of  December  7  closed  in  on  the  Union 
camp,  surprised  it,  attacked  the 
troops  who  were  being  hastily  drawn 
up  to  receive  him  and,  after  a  stubborn 
light  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  defeated 
and  captured  the  entire  command. 
Colonel  John  M.  Harlan,  in  command 
of  a  small  Union  brigade  at  Castalian 
Springs,  nine  miles  away,  hearing  the 
noise  of  the  battle,  marched  to  Harts- 
ville and  attacked  Morgan's  rear- 
guard as  it  was  recrossing  the  river, 
recapturing  some  of  the  wagons  taken. 
The  Union  loss  was  58  killed,  204 
wounded,    and    1,834    captured    and 
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missing.  The  Confederate  loss  was  21 
killed,  104  wounded,  and  10  missing.* 
On  the  morning  of  December  11, 
1862,  under  Bragg's  orders,  General 
N.  B.  Forrest,  with  2,500  cavalry,  left 
Columbia,  Tennessee,  to  operate  in 
the  western  part  of  the  State  and  fall 
upon  General  Grant's  coinraunica- 
tions  with  Columbus.  On  the  13th  he 
reached  the  Tennessee  River  at  Clif- 
ton, about  50  miles  east  of  Jackson, 
crossed  on  a  flatboat,  and  on  the  16th 
reached  Lexington,  where  he  met  700 
of  the  11th  Illinois  cavalry  and  two 
guns,  under  command  of  Colonel  R. 
G.  IngersoU,  and  routed  IngersoU, 
capturing  him  and  nearly  one-fourth 
of  his  command.  Two  detachments 
were  then  sent  to  cut  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  at  points  north  and 
south  of  Jackson,  and  on  the  19th 
Forrest,  with  the  remainder  of  his 
command,  not  over  600  men,  moved 
on  the  town,  and  was  met  by  a  force 
of  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  dis- 
puted his  advance,  but  which  was 
gradually  driven  back  until  within 
reach  of  the  defences  of  the  place, 
when  Forrest  withdrew  and,  uniting 
his  command,  turned  north  on  the  line 
of  the  railroad.  He  captured  Hum- 
boldt and  Trenton,  at  the  latter  place 
taking  and  paroling  its  garrison  of 
700  men.  Several  small  posts  were 
captured  and  the  railroad  destroyed 
as  far  as  the  Kentucky  line.  On  the 
25th  he  retraced  his  steps  toward  the 
southeast,  closely  followed  by  General 


J.   C.   Sullivan  with  4,000  men.     On 
December     31,     at     Pai'ker's     Cross 
Roads,  Tennessee,  a  few  miles  north 
of  Lexington,  Sullivan's  leading  bri- 
gade of  1,500  men,  under  Colonel  C.  L. 
Dunham,  intercepted  Forrest's  march, 
but  Forrest  attacked  it  and  drove  it 
eastward    and    southward    from    the 
cross-roads.    The  fighting  lasted  sev- 
eral hours,  during  which  time  Sulli- 
van   came    up    with    Colonel    J.    W. 
Fuller's  brigade,  and  at  3  p.  m.  struck 
Forrest's    rear    and    soon    defeated 
him,  taking  400  prisoners,  6  guns,  and 
several     caissons     and     ammunition 
wagons.  The  Union  loss  was  27  killed, 
140  wounded,   and   70  missing.     The 
Confederate      loss      in      killed      and 
wounded  is  not  known.     Forrest  con- 
tinued his  retreat,  brushed  away  the 
6th  Tennessee  cavalry  that  had  been 
sent  to  intercept  him  at  Clifton,  and 
on  January  1  and  2,  1863,  recrossed 
the     Tennessee     River,     having     de- 
stroyed the  railroad  at  many  points 
between  Jackson  and  Columbus,  also 
a  large  quantity  of  stores,  and  claim- 
ing that,  with  a  loss  of  less  than  400 
men,  he  had  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured nearly  2,500.* 

The  absence  of  Forrest  and  Morgan 
afforded  the  Union  army  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  an  attack.  Accord- 
ingly on  the  morning  of  December  26 
Rosecrans  with  56,000  men  advanced 
from  Nashville  in  three  columns,  the 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xx.;    Cist,  The  Army  of 
the  Cumhrrhind,  p.  82  ct  se.q. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xvii.;  Greene,  The 
Mississippi,  p.  67  et  scq.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iii.,  p.  452.  See  also  Wyeth,  Life  of  Forrest 
(1899);    .J.   H.    Mathes,   General   Forrest    (1902). 
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right  under  McCook  by  the  Nolens- 
ville  pike,  the  centre  under  Thomas, 
first  on  McCook's  riglit  by  the  Frank- 
lin pike  and  subsequently  on  his  left, 
and  the  left  under  Crittenden  by  the 
Murfreesboro  turnpike.     Sharp  skir- 
mishing ensued  with  AVlieeler's  cav- 
alry   and   Bragg 's    outposts,    but   in 
spite  of  a  stout  resistance  the  Con- 
federates were  driven  steadily  back 
and  by  the  night  of  the  26th  McCook 
had  gained  possession  of  Nolensville 
and  the  hills  in  front.     Thomas  fol- 
lowed on  the  right  leaving  Rousseau's 
division  on  the  right  flank.     Critten- 
den advanced  to  LaVergne,  skirmish- 
ing heavily  on  his  front.     On  Decem- 
ber 27  McCook  advanced  on  Triune, 
but  on  reaching  this  place  found  that 
Hardee  had  retreated  and  accordingly 
sent  a  division  in  pursuit.     Critten- 
den began  operations  about  11  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  driving  the  enemy  be- 
fore him  and  by  a  gallant  charge  upon 
the  Confederate  rear  guard  saved  the 
approach  over  Stewart's  Creek.   This 
and  another  bridge  cross  the   same 
creek.     The    Murfreesboro    turnpike 
came   into   possession   of   the   Union 
forces  and  by  night  of  the  29th  Crit- 
tenden was  close  up  to  Murfreesboro. 
Thomas    came    up    on    Crittenden's 
right,  but  McCook  was  delayed  until 
the  next  day  and  after  some  severe 
fighting  in  which  he  lost  135  killed 
and  wounded,  took  position   on  the 
right  of  Eosecrans'  army,  with  his  left 
(Sheridan's  division)  on  the  Wilkin- 
son pike  and  with  J.  C.  Davis'  divi- 
sion on  the  right  of   Sheridan.     At 
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first  R.  W.  Johnson's  division  was  in 
reserve,    but    when    McCook    ascer- 
tained  that    he   was    overlapped   by 
the    Confederate    left,   Johnson    was 
brought  up  on  Davis'  right.  Negley's 
division  of  Thomas'  corps  formed  on 
the   Wilkinson  pike   connecting  with 
Sheridan,     while     Crittenden's     left 
rested  on  Stone  River  with  his  right 
across  the  Nashville   and  Murfrees- 
boro pike  connecting  with  Thomas. 

On   the   morning   of   December   26 
General  Wheeler  promptly  informed 
General  Bragg  of  Eosecrans'  move- 
ments,   whereupon    Hardee's    corps 
was    ordered    in    from    Triune    and 
Wheeler  was  directed  to  protect  its 
flank  to  impede  the  Union  advance, 
ready,   if  hard  pressed,    to  fall  back 
upon  the  main  body  of  the  Confed- 
erate   army   which   it   was    expected 
would  fight  the  main  battle  in  front  of 
Murfreesboro.      The    right   wing   of 
Bragg 's  army  consisted  of  Hardee's 
corps    comprising    the    divisions    of 
Breckinridge  and  Cleburne  with  the 
brigade  of  John  K.  Jackson  as  a  re- 
serve.    The  right  of  this  wing  rested 
on  the  Lebanon  pike,  north  of  Mur- 
freesboro, and  its  left  on  the  Nash- 
ville  road,  Wheeler's  cavalry  being 
on  the  right.     On  Hardee's  left  con- 
necting with  it  on  Stone  River  was 
Polk's  corps,  consisting  of  the  divi- 
sions of  Cheatham  and  J.  M.  Withers. 
On  the  night  of  the  29th  J.  P.^Mc- 
Cown's      division      of      E.      Kirby 
Smith's  corps  which  previously  had 
been  held  in  reserve  east  of  the  river 
was  ordered  to  cross  over  and  extend 
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Polk's  left  so  that  on  the  night  of  the 
30th  Hardee 's  corps  was  east  of  Stone 
River  and  Polk's  corps  and  McCown's 
division  west  of  it.  Eosecrans'  army 
consisted  of  56,000  men,  of  whom 
43,400  became  engaged,  while  Bragg 
had  51,000,  of  whom  37,700  were  in 
the  battle. 

While  Eosecrans  was  taking  posi- 
tion on  the  30th  Wheeler  made  a  bold 
cavalry  raid  in  his  rear.  About  mid- 
night of  the  20th  with  seven  regiments 
of  cavalry  and  part  of  a  battery 
Wheeler  started  from  Bragg 's  right 
on  the  Lebanon  pike,  crossed  Stone 
Eiver  at  Jefferson  soon  after  daylight 
and  attacked  Starkweather's  brigade 
but  after  a  sharp  fight  was  repulsed, 
though  he  captured  and  burned  part 
of  the  brigade  train.  He  then  turned 
toward  LaVergne  which  he  reached 
by  noon  of  the  3()th,  attacked  and  cap- 
tured the  immense  supply  train  of 
MoCook's  command  wliich  he  burned, 
captured  and  paroled  over  700  pris- 
oners, and  pushing  on  to  Rock  Spring 
attacked,  captured  and  destroyed  an- 
other large  train.  He  then  marched 
to  Nolensville  where  large  quantities 
of  supplies  were  taken  and  about  300 
prisoners,  who  were  paroled.  After 
halting  at  this  place  for  a  short  rest 
Wheeler  resumed  his  march  at  2  a.  m. 
of  the  31st  and  joined  the  left  of  the 
Confederate  army  which  was  then  en- 
gaged. He  had  made  a  complete  cir- 
cuit of  Eosecrans '  aimiy,  had  captured 
and  paroled  more  than  1,000  prison- 
ers and  had  destroyed  more  than 
$1,000,000    worth    of    stores,    besides 


bringing  back  with  liim  nearly  5,000 
stand  of  small  arms. 

Meanwhile  Bragg  had  determined 
to  attack  and  turn  Eosecrans'  light  at 
daybreak  of  December  31st  and  with 
that  object  in  view,  leaving  Breckin- 
ridge's   division    to    hold    the    right 
against  Eosecrans'  left,  Hardee  was 
ordered  to  march  Cleburne's  division 
from  the  right  to  the  left,  take  com- 
mand of  that  and  of  McCown's  divi- 
sion and  open  the  fight  at  daybreak 
by  an  attack  upon  McCook's  right. 
The  assault  by  Hardee  was  to  be  fol- 
loAved  up  by  Polk's  divisions  in  suc- 
cession to  the  right,  the  move  to  be 
made  by  a  constant  wheel  to  the  right 
on  Polk's  flank  on  the  river,  as  a  pivot, 
the  object  being  to  force  Eosecrans 
back  on  Stone  River,  gain  the  roads 
in  his  rear  and  cut  him  off  from  his 
base  of  operations  and   supplies  by 
the  Nashville  pike.     On  the  night  of 
the  30th  Cleburne's  division  was  sent 
by  Hardee  to  the  left  and  took  posi- 
tion in  McCown's  rear.     At  daybreak 
the  latter  fell  upon  the  right  of  E.  W, 
Johnson's  division  while  the  Union 
troops  were  at  breakfast.     The  out- 
posts resolutely  opposed  the  Confed- 
erate advance  but  were  soon  driven 
in  and  McCown,  swinging  to  the  right, 
overlapped     Johnson's     right,     soon 
overcame   the   two   brigades   holding 
the  first  line,  captured  most  of  their 
artillery   and   swept   them   from   the 
field.     McCown's  first  movement  had 
diverged  somewhat  to  the  left  and  as 
an  opening  had  been  made  between 
his   right  and   the   left   of  Withers' 
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division  Cleburne's  division  sprang 
forward,  advanced  on  Davis'  divi- 
sion and  was  severely  engaged  when 
Johnson's  division  gave  way,  where- 
upon MeCown  turned  one  of  his  bri- 
gades upon  Davis'  flank.  Davis  then 
changed  front  on  his  right  to  meet 
McCown,  and  made  counter  attacks 
ujjon  Cleburne  in  his  front,  but 
was  finally  forced  back  with  great 
loss,  with  a  part  of  Sheridan's  divi- 
sion on  his  left.  Sheridan  had  also 
changed  front  to  meet  attacks  upon 
his  flank  but  after  three  successive 
assaults  and  repulses  of  the  Con- 
federates was  obliged  to  fall  back 
upon  the  divisions  of  Negley  and 
Rousseau  of  Thomas'  command  on  the 
left  of  the  Wilkinson  pike.  Upon 
these  and  Sheridan's  troops  Polk's 
two  divisions  of  Withers  and  Cheat- 
ham fell  with  great  force,  attacking  in 
front,  left  flank  and  rear,  and  causing 
thein  to  fall  back  in  the  rear  oi  Crit- 
tenden's line.  By  this  time  the  whole 
Union  line  had  been  driven  back  be- 
yond the  Wilkinson  pike  and  Eose- 
crans'  entire  force  was  emi3loyed  in 
holding  the  Nashville  pike  on  which 
were  all  his  trains.  Accordingly  all 
the  troops  were  rallied  on  a  ncAv  line 
covering  this  road  and  H.  P.  Van- 
Cleve's  division  of  Crittenden's  mng 
was  brought  up.  The  Confederates 
then  made  another  attack  but  were  re- 
pulsed, Rosecrans'  right  and  centre 
being  thrown  at  right  angles  to 
their  positions  of  the  morning,  while 
Bragg 's  line  was  also  at  right  angles 
to  its  former  position,  Rosecrans'  left 


and  Bragg 's  right  resting  on  Stone 
River. 

It  was  now  past  noon.  Bragg  held 
a  large  part  of  the  field  with  many 
prisoners,  w^agons,  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion, but  the  road  to  Nashville  was 
still  in  Rosecrans'  possession.  The 
Confederates  had  made  persistent 
efforts  to  crush  the  Union  left  near 
Stone  River,  but  the  various  assaults 
of  Polk's  corps  on  that  part  of  the 
Union  line  had  been  bloodily  repulsed. 
Another  effort  was  now  made.  At  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning  Breckinridge 
had  been  ordered  to  send  two  brigades 
to  I'einforce  Hardee  but  on  hearing 
that  Rosecrans'  left  was  crossing  the 
river  to  attack  Breckinridge,  Bragg 
countermanded  this  order.  Later, 
however,  he  learned  that  his  previous 
information  was  incorrect  and  direct- 
ed Breckinridge  to  send  two  brigades 
to  Hardee,  soon  afterward  ordering 
him  to  leave  one  brigade  east  of 
Stone  River  and  take  the  balance  of 
his  troops  to  Hardee 's  support.  When 
the  brigades  of  Daniel  W.  Adams  and 
Jackson  crossed  Stone  River,  Hardee 
had  been  checked  and  thrown  back  and 
the  two  brigades  were  sent  to  Polk 
who  was  still  assaihng  Rosecrans' 
left.  These  two  brigades  immediately 
became  hotly  engaged  but  were  soon 
driven  back  with  great  slaughter.  As 
they  were  falling  back  the  brigades 
of  Preston  and  J.  B.  Palmer  under 
Breckinridge  came  up  but  they,  too, 
were  speedily  repulsed.  The  cannon- 
ade continued  until  nightfall  when, 
exhausted   by   a    conflict    which    had 


254 


THE  BATTLE  OF  MERFEEESBOEO. 


lasted  fully  10  hours,  both  armies 
ceased  fighting-.  Wliile  Bragg 's  in- 
fantry and  artillery  were  breaking  the 
Union  lines  and  forcing  them  back, 
his  cavalry  under  Wharton  with  part 
of  McCown's  infantry  had  attacked 
Eosecrans'  right  and  rear,  inflicting 


justed,  the  left  was  drawn  back  though 
still  resting  on  Stone  River  and  the 
right  and  centre  held  more  firmly 
the  Nashville  Road.  General  Bragg 
was  liighly  elated  at  his  success*  but 
this  was  his  last  chance  for  exultation. 
On  the  morning  of  January  1,  1863, 


losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  cap- 
turing guns  and  wagons,  and  taking 
nearly  2,000  prisoners.  Eosecrans' 
losses  during  the  day  had  been  appall- 
ing and  when  night  came  he  was  in 
some  doubt  whether  to  remain  on  the 
field,  but  finally  decided  to  await  an- 
other attack.*      The  line  was  read- 


he  began  to  demonstrate  with  infan- 
try and  artillery  and  again  Wheeler's 
and  Wharton's  brigades  of  cavalry 
sought  the  Union  rear.  They  attacked 
a  large  train  near  LaVergne,  captured 
it  and  a  piece  of  artillery  and  in- 
formed Bragg  that  heavy  trains  were 


'  Official  Records,  vol.  xx..  pt.  i.,  p.   195. 


*  Ibid,  vol.  XX.,  pt.  i.,  p.  662;  Moore,  RehelUon 
lirrnrd.    vol.   vi..   Docs.,    p.    166. 
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moving  toward  Nashville,  some  loaded 
and  all  the  ambulances  filled  with 
wounded.  Early  in  the  morning  H.  P. 
VanCleve's  division,  commanded  by 
Colonel  S.  Beatty  and  supported  by 
Willam  Grose's  brigade,  was  thrown 
across  the  river  from  the  left  and 
formed  line  on  a  hill  in  front  of  Breck- 
inridge who  had  resumed  his  position 
on  that  side  of  Bragg 's  right.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2d  there  was  some 
shelling  on  Rosecrans'  left,  but  else- 
where everything  was  quiet.  There 
were  indications,  however,  that  Bragg 
meditated  an  attack  on  Rosecrans' 
left,  whereupon  Davis'  division  was 
ordered  from  the  right  to  the  left  and 
some  changes  were  made  on  that  flank. 
From  his  headquarters  w^est  of  the 
river  Bragg  perceived  that  Rosecrans 
had  again  occupied  the  high  grounds 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river  and  that 
Polk's  line  could  be  enfiladed  by  artil- 
lerj'  placed  on  the  hill  occupied  by  the 
right  of  VanCleve's  division.  As  they 
must  be  dislodged  or  Polk  must  be 
withdrawn  Breckinridge  was  ordered 
to  take  the  hill  and  occupy  it  with  his 
artillery.  The  two  brigades  that  yet 
remained  west  of  Stone  River  were 
returned  to  Breckinridge  and  he  was 
reinforced  by  2,000  of  Wharton 's  and 
Pegram's  cavalry  and  some  artillery. 
Breckinridge  formed  his  division  in 
two  lines  of  two  brigades  each  with 
two  batteries  of  artillery  in  rear,  his 
whole  force,  exclusive  of  cavalry,  num- 
bering 4,500  men.  At  4  o'clock  the 
four  brigades  began  the  attack  and 
after  a  severe  fight  broke  and  drove 


from  the  hill  and  toward  the  river  the 
two  right  brigades  of  VanCleve's 
division.  The  Confederates,  flushed 
with  success,  were  not  content  with 
merely  following  out  orders,  and  in- 
stead of  stopping  at  the  liill  pursued 
the  Union  troops,  but  soon  paid  the 
penalty  of  their  rashness.  Major  John 
Mendenhall  had  placed  58  guns  in  a 
commanding  position  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  river  and  as  the  Confederates 
advanced  opened  fire  which,  to- 
gether \\'itli  the  infantry  fire,  drove 
the  Confederates  back  in  confusion. 
That  part  of  VanCleve's  line  which 
had  not  been  forced  across  the  river 
then  attacked  the  fleeing  Confeder- 
ates. A  Union  brigade  at  once  crossed 
the  river  in  pursuit  and  the  Confed- 
erates were  driven  back  to  the  posi- 
tion from  which  they  had  advanced, 
with  a  loss  of  4  gains  and  over  1,700 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  4,500  en- 
gaged. Night  fell  and  Davis'  and  T. 
J.  Wood's  divisions  were  sent  across 
and  intrenched  on  the  hill  for  which 
the  two  forces  had  been  contending. 
A  cold,  heavy  rain  storm  continued 
throughout  the  night  and  the  next  day 
(the  3d),  fearing  a  rapid  rise  in  the 
river  Rosecrans  withdrew  all  his 
troops  from  the  eastern  side  of  it. 
The  day  passed  in  comparative  quiet 
and,  under  the  erroneous  impression 
that  Rosecrans  was  receiving  rein- 
forcements, Bragg  on  the  night  of  the 
3d  withdrew  to  Tullahoma,  36  miles 
away.  On  the  4th  Rosecrans  buried 
his  dead  and  on  the  5th  occupied 
Murfreesboro.      The   Union    loss    at 
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Murfreesboro  including  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  minor  engagements 
between  Nashville  and  Stone  River 
was  1,730  killed,  7,802  wounded  and 


3,717  missing,  an  aggregate  of  13,249, 
while  the  Confederate  loss  was  1,294 
killed,  7,945  wounded,  and  about  2,200 
missing,  a  total  of  11,439.* 


CHAPTEE   XX. 

1862. 

AFFAIRS  IN    THE   SOUTHWEST. 

Hindman's  efforts  to  revive  the  Confederate  cause  in  Arkansas  and  Missouri  —  Activities  of  guerilla  bands  — 
Schofield's  orders  —  Organization  of  the  militia  —  Assessments  on  Confederate  sympathizers  —  Contests 
with  bands  under  Porter,  Cobb,  Poindexter  and  others  —  Operations  in  Missouri  —  The  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove. 


In  April  of  1862  Missouri  was  in 
charge  of  General  John  M.  Sehofield 
who  had  recently  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  vol- 
unteers. When  Halleck  started  from 
St.  Louis  for  his  Corinth  campaign,  he 
left  \dt]i  General  Sehofield  only  the 
brief  instruction  to  "  take  care  of 
Missouri. ' '  This  instruction  was  diffi- 
cult to  execute.  After  the  -battle  of 
Pea  Ridge  in  northwestern  Arkansas 
under  General  Curtis,  large  numbers 
of  Missourians  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  were  allowed  to  return 
home  and  the  guei'illa  bands  were  for 
the  time  virtually  suppressed.  After 
Schotield  took  command,  however, 
these  bands  again  began  to  be  very 
troublesome.  About  tlie  end  of  May 
of  1862,  the  Confederate  general,  T.  C. 
Hindman,  arrived  at  Little  Rock  with 
orders  to  revive  the  Confederate 
cause,  but  he  met  with  little  encour- 
agement, writing:  "  In  the  existing 
condition  of  things  General  Beaure- 
gard could  not  spare  me  a  soldier,  a 


gun,  a  pound  of  powder  nor  a  single 
dollar  of  money."  Accordinglj^  he 
assumed  the  powers  of  a  military  dic- 
tator, reporting  as  follows : 

"  With  the  view  to  revive  the  hopes  of  loyal 
men  in  Missouri  and  to  get  troops  from  that 
State,  I  gave  authority  to  various  persons  to 
raise  companies  and  regiments  there  and  to  oper- 
ate as  guerillas.  They  soon  became  exceedingly 
active,  and  rendered  important  services,  destroy- 
ing wagon-trains  and  transports,  tearing  up 
railways,  breaking  telegraph  lines,  capturing 
towns,  and  thus  compelling  the  enemy  to  keep 
there  a  large  force  that  might  have  been  em- 
ployed elsewhere."  t 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xx.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  215,  674, 
(the  numbers  of  the  Confederate  loss  as  given 
on  the  latter  page  being  less  than  that  in  the 
text).  See  also  Cist,  Army  of  the  Cumherland, 
pp.  87-1S5;  Van  Home,  History  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumherland,  vol.  i.;  Ropes,  Civil  War,  pt.  ii.; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  600-637;  Swinton, 
Decisive  Battles  of  the  ITar;  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  282-206;  Pollard, 
Second  Year  of  the  War;  Alexander  F.  Stevenson, 
The  Battle  of  Stones  River,  near  Murfreeshoro, 
Tenn.,  Dec.  30,  1S62,  to  Jan.  3,  18G3;  Con-federate 
Military  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  148-149;  vol.  v., 
pp.  112-119;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  110-111;  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
100-114;  vol.  viii.,  pp.  57-77;  vol.  ix.,  pt.  i., 
pp.  155-168;  vol.  x.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  179-182;  vol.  xi., 
pt.  i.,  pp.  165-168. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  .xiii.,  p.  33. 
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Accordingly  Scliofield  was  forced  to 
employ  many  severe  retaliative  meas- 
ures. In  his  order  of  May  29,  1862, 
he  said : 

"  The  time  is  past  when  insurrection  and  re- 
bellion in  Missouri  can  cloak  itself  under  the 
guise  of  honorable  warfare.  The  utmost  vigilance 
and  energy  are  enjoined  upon  all  the  troops  of 
the  State  in  hunting  down  and  destroying  these 
robbers  and  assassins.  When  caught  in  arms,  en- 
gaged in  their  unlawful  warfare,  tliey  will  be  shot 
down  upon  tiie  spot."  * 

This  had  little  effect,  however,  and 
on  June  23  he  issued  the  following 
order : 

"  The  rebels  and  rebel  s3Tnpathizer3  in  Missouri 
will  be  held  responsible  in  their  property,  and  if 
need  be,  in  their  persons,  for  the  damages  that 
may  hereafter  be  committed  by  the  lawless  bands 
which  they  have  brought  into  existence,  sub- 
sisted, encouraged,  and  sustained  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  These  lawless  bands  could  not  exist  in 
Missouri  a  single  week  but  for  the  aid  of  in- 
fluential and  wealthy  sj-mpathizers,  many  of 
whom  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  —  only  to  violate  its  spirit  while 
they  observe  its  form — so  far  as  to  escape  punish- 
ment. If  these  people  will  not  aid  in  putting 
down  the  demon  they  have  raised  among  us,  thej' 
must  pay  the  damages.  *  *  »  The  sum  of 
$5,000  for  every  soldier  or  Union  citizen  killed; 
from  $1,000  to  $.5,000  for  every  one  wounded; 
and  the  full  value  of  all  property  destroyed  or 
stolen  by  guerillas  will  'be  assessed  and  collected 
from  the  class  of  persons  described  above  and 
residing  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  place  where  tlie 
act  is  comD\itted."  f 

Tliis  order,  like  the  previous  one, 
was  ineffective  and  disturbances  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  on 
July  22,  1862,  another  was  issued 
by  Governor  Gamble  to  organize  all 
the  militia  of  the  State,  so  that  any 
portion  of  it  might  be  called  into 
active    service    whenever    needed    in 


threatened  localities.*  This  org^m- 
ization  became  known  as  the  "  En- 
rolled Missouri  Militia,"  and  more 
than  50,000  men  were  mustered,  of 
whom  30,000  were  armed.  One  of 
Schofield's  problems  was  the  status 
of  secessionists  and  secession  sym- 
pathizers ;  and  as  only  those  of  proved 
loyalty  were  permitted  to  bear  arms, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  secession  sym- 
pathizers should  be  made  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  support  of  those  actually 
enrolled.  A  tax  of  $500,000  was  le\ded 
upon  the  secessionists  of  St.  Louis 
County  "to  be  used  in  arming, 
clothing  and  subsisting  the  enrolled 
militia  when  in  active  service." 

In  spite  of  Schofield's  efforts,  how- 
ever, the  Confederate  emissaries  con- 
tinued their  work.  Schofield  says  : 
' '  The  desperate  and  sanguinary  guer- 
illa war  which  for  nearly  two  months 
raged  without  cessation  may  be  said 
to  have  begun  about  July  20,  1862,  by 
the  assembling  of  small  bands  under 
Porter,  Poindexter  and  Cobb,  who  im- 
mediately began  to  rob  and  drive  out 
the  loyal  people,  "f  It  was  estimated 
that  these  guerillas  numbered  about 
5,000  and  the  principal  theatre  of 
their  operations  was  the  northeastern 
division  above  the  Missouri  and  bor- 
dering on  the  Mississippi.  The  band 
under  Porter  wasi  pursued  by  the 
Union  cavalry  for  12  days  and  driven 
a  distance  of  nearly  500  miles.  On 
July  28  Porter  and  Cobb  were  de- 
feated in  Calloway  County  on  the  Mis- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xiii., 
t  Ibid,  p.  446. 


p.  402. 


♦  Official  Records,  p.  506. 
flbid,  p.  12. 
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souri  River  but  three  days  after  Por- 
ter captured  Newark  and  two  com- 
panies of  Union  troops.    On  August  6, 
however,  at  the  battle  of  Kirksville, 
Porter,  with  a  loss  of  180  killed  and 
about  500  wounded,  was  completely 
routed.     This  broke  his  power.     Poin- 
dexter's  band  of  1,200  men  was  next 
followed  and  on  the  10th,  while  at- 
tempting to  cross  the  Chartara  River, 
was  captured  by  Colonel  Guitar  with 
about  600  men.     Soon  aftenvard  the 
band  under  Cobb  dispersed  or  formed 
itself  into  small  parties  and  continued 
plundering.      After  some  time,  how- 
ever, these  small  bands  were  hunted 
down  and  killed,  captured,  or  driven 
out  of  the  State. 

Almost  simultaneously  a  rising  oc- 
curred near  the  western  Missouri  Hue. 
On  August  11  the  garrison  at  Inde- 
pendence was  compelled  to  surrender 
and  immediately  afterward  the  Con- 
federate   general    J.    T.    Coffee    was 
found   to    be    advancing   with    about 
1,500  cavalry.     Major  J.  W.  Foster 
with  800  men  and  2  pieces  of  artillery 
set  out  from  Lexington  to   effect   a 
junction  with  Colonel  Warren  in  com- 
mand   of    1,500    men    from    Clinton. 
Foster's     intention     was     to     attack 
Hughes  and  Quantrel  who  had  gath- 
ered a  large  force,  but  upon  his  failure 
to  join  Warren  he  ventured  an  assault 
upon    Coffee    and    Hughes    alone    at 
Lone  Jack  in  Jackson  County.     The 
Confederates  were  shaping  their  cam- 
paign to  repeat  the  capture  of  Lexing- 
ton on  the  Missouri  River,  and  after 
a  severe  conflict  in  which  Foster  was 


defeated  they  began  the  movement  to 
effect  this  coveted  result.      General 
J.  G.  Blunt,  however,  was  called  into 
Missouri  with  his  Kansas  troops  and 
the  converging  Union  columns  drove 
the  Confederates  out  of  the  southwest- 
ern corner  of  the  State  into  Arkansas. 
In  his  report  General  Schofield  says : 
"  From  the  1st  of  April  to  the  2()th 
of    September    our    troops    met    the 
enemy  in  more  than  one  hundred  en- 
gagements, great  and  small,  in  which 
our  numbers  varied  from  40  or  50  to 
1,000  or  1,200  and  those  of  the  enemy 
from  a  few  men  to  4,000  or  5,000."* 
On  September  19,  1862,  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  Kansas  and  the  bordering 
Indian  Territory  were  organized  into 
a  new  department  called  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Missouri  and  placed  in 
command   of  Major-General    Samuel 
R.    Curtis.t      Accordingly    Schofield 
took  the  field  in  person  and  gathering 
what  troops  he  could  at  Springfield 
set  out  on  a  campaign  toward  south- 
west Missouri  to  meet  the  expected 
invasion  from  Arkansas.     Schofield 's 
force  numbered  about  11,000  in  all, 
\vith  16  pieces  of  artillery.     The  mili- 
tary   manoeuvres,    however,    were    of 
little  significance  and  resolved  them- 
selves   into    small    contests    betw^een 
Union  and  Confederate  posts. 

On  September  30  General  Salomon 
with  4,500  troops  was  defeated  at 
Newtonia.  Schofield  then  hurried  to 
Sarcoxie  and  being  joined  by  Blunt 
on   October  3  advanced   against  the 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  14. 
fOf/icial  Records,  vol.  xiii.,  p.  653. 
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Confederates  at  Newtonia.  On  the 
'2'2d  Blunt  came  upon  Cooper  at  Old 
Fort  Wayne  and  routed  liim  com- 
])letely.  With  tlie  connnr.nd  of  Fran- 
cis J.  Herron,  Schofield  marched  over 
the  White  River  Mountains  but  found 
the  enemy  in  flight.  In  November 
Schofield  resigned  his  command.  A 
month  later  the  contest  was  resumed 
in  northwestern  Arkansas.  On  No- 
vember 27  Blunt  set  out  with  5,000 
men  and  30  pieces  of  artillery  to  at- 
tack Marmaduke  's  force  of  8,000  men 
at  Cane  Hill.  By  a  rapid  march  he 
came  up  with  the  enemy  and  opened 
the  attack  upon  their  position  on  one 
of  the  heights  of  the  Boston  Moun- 
tains, but  Marmaduke  retreated  to- 
ward VanBuren  and  Blunt  returned 
to  Cane  Hill.  There  the  latter  re- 
ceived information  that  Hindman, 
with  a  force  of  over  11,000  men,  was 
advancing  northward  to  enter  Mis- 
souri, and  immediately  summoned 
General  F.  J.  Herron  and  his  two 
divisions,  then  near  Springfield,  Mis- 


souri, to  his  aid.  Herron  reached 
Elkhorn,  about  12  miles  from  Blunt 's 
position,  on  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber 6,  at  which  time  the  Confederates 
lay  between  the  two  Union  camps. 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  Hind- 
man  moved  against  Herron  with  his 
cavalry,  but  Herron 's  entire  force 
having  come  up,  the  Confederates 
were  driven  back.  Hindman  then 
took  up  a  strong  position  and  awaited 
attack.  Meanwhile  Blunt  hastened  to 
Herron 's  aid  and  Hindman  thus  faced 
a  force  superior  to  his  own  in  both 
numbers  and  equipment.  The  battle, 
known  as  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove 
or  Crawford's  Prairie,  lasted  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  and  the  Con- 
federates were  finally  forced  to  re- 
treat. Their  loss  in  killed,  wounded 
and  missing  was  1,317  and  the  Union 
loss  1,251.  The  battle  was  of  impor- 
tance chiefly  as  checking  the  further 
advance  of  the  Confederates  into 
Missouri.* 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

1S62-1863. 

ACTS    OF    CONGEESS:    FINANCES:    SEWARD    AND    CHASE. 

Lincoln's  statement  of  financial  conditions  —  Opposition  to  the  government  ■ —  Passage  of  the  National  bank- 
ing law  —  Financial  measures  —  The  Cabinet  crisis. 


The  Thirty-Seventh  Congress  began 
its  third  session  on  December  1,  1862. 
On  the  same  day  Lincoln  sent  in  his 
annual  message.  He  reviewed  the  re- 
lations with  foreign  powers,  th'e  slav- 
ery controversy  and  other  internal 
affairs,  and  urged  that  the  finances  be 


given  serious  consideration.  He  stated 
that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for 


*  William  M.  Wherry,  The  Battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Arkansas,  in  Journal  oj  tlie  Military 
lierrice  Institute,  vol.  xxxiii.,  pp.  176-18!);  Bat- 
tles and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  448-450;  Confed- 
erate Military  History,  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  107— 
111;  vol.  X.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  144-150. 
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the  year  ending  January  30, 1862,  had 
been  $583,885,247.06,  of  which  more 
than  $525,000,000  bad  come  from 
loans.  The  disbursements  had  been 
$570,841,700.25,  leaving  a  balance  in 
the  Treasury  of  $13,043,546.81.  Of 
the  expenditures  naturally  the  great- 
est portion  had  gone  to  the  War  De- 
partment (nearly  $400,000,000),  while 
$43,000,000  had  been  spent  for  the 
navy.  As  expenses  would  be  enor- 
mous during  the  coming  year.  Con- 
gress was  urged  to  provide  money  to 
meet  them.* 

Hardly  had  the  message  been  read 
when  the  opposition  began  to  denounce 
the  course  of  the  Government.  Reso- 
lutions were  introduced  criticizing 
the  Government  for  suspending  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  for  arbi- 
trarily arresting  persons  suspected  of 
dealings  with  the  Confederacy.  Nu- 
merous Senators  and  Representatives 
were  actively  engaged  in  efforts  to 
thwart  the  plans  of  the  majority,  but 
they  accomplished  little.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
disheartening,  since  it  stated  that  the 
public  debt  by  the  end  of  the  year 
would  amount  to  $1,700,000,000.  The 
Secretaiy  urged  the  organization  of 
banking  associations  under  a  general 
act  as  proposed  the  previous  year. 
The  central  idea  of  the  scheme  was 
"  the  establishment  of  one  sound, 
uniform  circulation,  of  equal  value 
throughout  the  country,  upon  the 
foundation    of   national   credit   com- 


bined with  private  capital."  Hs  ad- 
vantages in  absorbing  public  securi- 
ti('S,  providing  a  home  market  and 
giving  steadiness  to  their  value  were 
obvious,  while  the  measure  was  free 
from  the  objection  of  government  in- 
terference, formerly  alleged  against 
the  National  bank.  In  1862  E.  G. 
Spaulding,  of  New  York,  and  Samuel 
Hooper,  of  Massachusetts,  had  pre- 
pared a  National  bank  act  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  of  Secretary 
Chase,  but  Congress  was  so  busy  at 
that  time  with  internal  revenue  bills 
and  other  important  work  that  it  was 
laid  aside.  This  bill  was  introduced 
by  John  Shennan  from  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Finance  on  February  2, 
1863,  with  several  suggested  amend- 
ments. Ten  days  later  it  passed  the 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  23  to  21  and  on 
the  20th  passed  the  House  by  a  vote 
of  78  to  64.  The  act  was  approved 
by  the  President  on  February  25, 
1863.* 

On  January  17,  1863,  an  issue  of 
$100,000,000  in  United  States  legal 
tender  notes  was  authorized  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  the  army  and 
navy,  such  notes  to  be  a  part  of  the 
amount  provided  for  in  any  bill  that 
might  be  passed  during  the  session. 
In  approving  this  act  Lincoln  said : 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
130. 


*  For  text  see  Appleton's  Annual  Encyclopedia 
(1863),  pp.  296-304;  United  States  Statutes-at- 
Large,  vol.  xii.,  p.  665.  This  act  proved  so  un- 
satisfactory in  many  details  that  during  the  next 
nine  months  only  134  banks  were  organized  under 
it.  Accordingly  in  June  of  1864  the  act  was  re- 
vised and  the  extension  of  the  new  system  went 
on  rapidly.  See  the  note  in  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  239. 
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"  I  think  it  my  duty  to  express  my  sincere 
regret  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  au- 
thorize so  large  an  additional  issue  of  United 
Stiites  notes,  when  this  circulation  and  that  of 
the  suspended  banks  together  have  become  already 
so  redundant  as  to  increase  prices  beyond  real 
values,  thereby  augmenting  the  cost  of  living  to 
the  injury  of  living,  and  the  cost  of  supplies  to 
tlie  injury  of  the  whole  country."  * 

Spaulding  explained  to  tlie  House 
that  during  the  next  eighteen  months 
the  Government  must  borrow  $1,000,- 
000,000.     The   expenses  of  the   Gov- 
ernment were  $2,500,000  a  day   (in- 
cluding Sundays)  and  as  the  receipts 
from  customs,  taxes  and  other  sources 
would  not  exceed  $600,000  daily  the 
balance  ($1,900,000)  must  be  obtained 
by  loans  of  some  kind.f     Accordingly, 
by  an  act  approved  March  3,  1863,  a 
loan  of  $300,000,000  was  authorized 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  and  a  loan 
of  $600,000,000  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
for  which  bonds  were  to  be  issued  run- 
ning not  less  than  10  nor  more  than 
40  years,  principal  and  interest  pay- 
able in  coin  bearing  interest  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  6  per  cent,  per  year, 
payable  on  bonds  not  exceeding  $100 
annually  and  on  all  others  semi-annu- 
ally.    The  secretary  was  authorized 
also  to  issue  $400,000,000  of  6  per  cent. 
Treasury  notes  to  run  not  more  than 
three  years  and  to  be  legal  tender  for 
their  face  value,  excluding  interest, 
and  exchangeable  for  and  redeemable 
by   United    States    notes,    for   which 
purpose  alone  an  issue  of  $150,000,000 
of  the  latter  was  authorized.  Further- 


*  Lincoln's  Complete  llorAs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  300. 
t  Spaulding,    History    of    Legal    Tender    I'aper 
Money,  p.  174. 


more,  if  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
the  army,  the  navy,  and  other  credit- 
ors of  the  Government,  another  issue 
of  $150,000,000  in  United  States  notes 
including   the    $100,000,000   voted   in 
January     was     authorized,     besides 
which  authority  was  granted  to  issue 
$50,000,000  in  special  currency  in  lieu 
of  postage  or  other  stamps  exchange- 
able for  United  States  notes  in  sums 
not  less  than  $3  and  receivable  for  any 
dues  to  the  United  States  less  than 
$5,    except   duties    on   imports.     Au- 
thority was  given  also  to  receive  de- 
posits of  gold  coin  and  bullion  and  to 
issue    certificates    therefor;    and    to 
issue  certificates  representing  the  coin 
in  the  Treasury,  in  payment  of  inter- 
est, which,  with  the  certificates  of  de- 
posits issued,  were  not  to  exceed  by 
more  than  20  per  cent,  the  amount  of 
coin  and  bullion  in  the  Treasury.     A 
semi-annual  tax  of  1  per  cent,  was 
imposed  on  the  circulation  of  State 
banks. 

Meanwhile  a  crisis  had  arisen  in 
the  Cabinet.  Seward  and  Chase  had 
become  the  Cabinet  representatives  of 
the  more  conservative  and  the  more 
radical  elements  of  the  Republican 
party.  Seward  throughout  had 
worked  without  regard  to  his  own 
future,  being  absolutely  free  from  any 
ambition  for  liigher  office.  Chase  on 
the  other  hand,  while  doing  every- 
thing possible  to  insure  the  success 
of  the  Treasury  operations,  never  be- 
came convinced  that  the  Republicans 
had  not  made  a  great  mistake  at 
Chicago  in  nominating  Lincoln.     He 
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seemed  to  consider  the  President  and 
his  colleagues  his  inferiors  in  capac- 
ity, zeal,  and  devotion  to  liberty  and 
the  general  welfare.  In  a  letter  to 
W.  M.  Dickson,  dated  August  29,  1862, 
he  says : 

"  Since  the  incoming  of  General  Ilalleck  I  liave 
known  but  little  more  of  the  progress  of  the  war 
tlian  any  outsider  —  I  mean  so  far  as  influencing 
it  goes.  My  recommendations,  before  he  came  in, 
were  generally  disregarded  and  since  have  been 
seldom  ventured.  *  *  »  I  hope  for  the  best. 
Those  who  reject  my  counsels  ought  to  know 
better  than  I."  * 

Writing  to  John  Sherman,  of  Ohio, 
on  September  20,  he  says: 

"  Since  Halleck  has  been  here  the  conduct  of 
the  war  has  been  abandoned  to  him  by  tlie  Presi- 
dent almost  absolutely.  We  who  are  called  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  but  are  in  reality  only 
separate  heads  of  departments,  meeting  now  and 
then  for  talk  on  whatever  happens  to  come  upper- 
most—  not  for  grave  consultation  on  matters 
concerning  the  salvation  of  the  country  —  we 
have  as  little  to  do  with  it  as  if  we  were  heads 
of  factories  supplying  shoes  or  clothing.  No 
regular  and  systematic  reports  of  what  is  done 
are  made,  I  believe,  even  to  the  President;  cer- 
tainly none  are  made  to  the  Cabinet.  Of  course,  we 
may  hope  [for]  the  best;  that  privilege  always 
remains.  It  is  painful,  however,  to  hear  com- 
plaints of  remissness,  delays,  discords,  dangers, 
and  feel  that  there  must  be  ground  for  such  com- 
plaints, and  know  at  the  same  time  that  one  has 
no  power  to  remedy  the  faults  complained  of  and 
yet  be  thought  to  have."  t 

Again  he  said : 

"  Though  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
providing  means  [lor]  the  vast  expenditures  of 
the  war,  I  have  little  more  voice  in  its  conduct 
than  a  stranger  to  the  Administration;  perhaps 
not  so  considerable  a  voice  as  some  who  are,  in 
law,  at  least,  strangers  to  it.  I  should  be  very 
well  satisfied  with  this  state  of  things  if  I  saw 
the  war  prosecuted  with  vigor  and  success.  I  am 
only  dissatisfied  with  it  because  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  if  my  judgment  had  more  weight 
it  would  be  so  prosecuted."  t 

*  Schuckers,  Life  of  Cha^c,  p.  .443. 

t  Schuckers,  Life  of  Chase,  pp.  379-380. 

t  Warden,  Life  of  Chase,  pp.  491-492. 


In  another  letter  he  says: 

"  We  have  fallen  on  very  evil  days.  Under 
the  influence  of  a  short-sighted  notion  that  the 
old  Union  cai>  be  reconstituted,  after  a  year's 
civil  war  of  free  States  and  slave  States,  just 
as  it  was,  the  President  has  hitherto  refused  to 
sanction  any  adequate  measure  for  the  liberation 
of  the  loyal  population  of  the  South  from  slavery 
to  the  rebels.  Hence  we  are  fighting  rebellion 
with  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  supplying  its 
vital  elements  of  strength.  *  *  *  It  is  some 
consolation  to  me  that  my  voice,  and,  so  far  as 
opportunity  has  a-llowed,  my  example  has  been 
steadily  opposed  to  all  this.  I  have  urged  my 
ideas  on  the  President  and  my  associates  till  I 
begin  to  feel  that  they  are  irksome  to  the  first 
and  one  or  two,  at  least,  of  the  second."  * 

The  Secretary  warmly  sympathized 
with  General  Hunter  after  the  revo- 
cation of  his  emancipation  order  in 
South  Carolina  and  allowed  his  pref- 
erence for  military  emancipation  to 
cany  him  in  one  instance  to  the  point 
of  absolute  disloyalty  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Writing  to  General  Butler  at 
New  Orleans  on  July  31,  1862,  he 
strove  to  controvert  the  President's 
views  with  relation  to  slavery  in  the 
Northern  States,  urging  in  their  place 
his  own  opinion  "  to  which  I  am 
just  as  sure  the  masses  will  and  the 
politicians  must  come  as  I  am  sure 
that  both  politicians  and  masses  have 
come  to  opinions  expressed  by  me 
when  they  found  few  concurrents." 
He  then  gives  Butler  the  following 
mischievous  advice : 

"  Of  course  if  some  prudential  considei-ation 
did  not  forbid,  I  should  at  once,  if  I  were  in  your 
place,  notify  the  slave-holders  of  Louisiana  that 
henceforth  they  must  be  content  to  pay  their 
laborers  wages.  This  measure  would  settle  it  in 
the  minds  of  the  working  population  of  the 
State  that  the  Union  general  is  their  friend; 
would  be   apt  to   secure  him   a  good  deal   of   de- 
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votion  among  thorn;  and  when  he  wanted  faith- 
ful guides  or  scouts  he  could  find  them.  It  is 
true  that  such  an  order  could  not  be  enforced  by 
military  power  beyond  military  lines;  but  it 
would  enforce  itself  by  degrees  a  good  way  be- 
yond them,  and  would  make  the  extension  of 
military  lines  comparatively  quite  easy.  It  may 
be  said  that  such  an  order  would  be  annulled. 
I  think  not.  It  is  plain  enough  to  see  that  the 
annulling  of  Hunter's  order  was  a  mistake.  It 
will   not  be  repeated."  * 

This  should  be  enough  to  show  the 
Secretary's  opinion  of  the  President. 
It  must  not  be  understood  that  Lin- 
coln was  unaware  of  Chase's  dispo- 
sition toward  him,  but  it  was  his  life- 
long habit  to  disregard  slights  that 
were  personal  to  himself.  However, 
an  incident  occurred  toward  the  end 
of  1862  which  he  could  not  well  over- 
look. In  an  interview  with  Thurlow 
Weed  Chase  had  spoken  of  Seward 
rather  disparagingly : 

"  I  told  him  [Weed]  I  did  nut  doubt  Mr. 
Seward's  fidelity  to  his  ideas  of  progress,  amelio- 
ration, and  freedom,  but  that  I  thought  he  ad- 
hered too  tenaciously  to  men  who  proved  them- 
selves unworthy  and  dangerous,  such  as  McClel- 
lan ;  that  he  resisted  too  persistently  decided 
measures;  that  his  inlluence  encouraged  the  ir- 
resolution and  inaction  of  the  President  in  re- 
spect to  men  and  measures;  although  personally 
he  was  as  decided  as  anybody  in  favor  of  vigo- 
rous prosecution  of  the  war  and  as  active  as 
anybody  in  concerting  plans  of  action  against 
the   rebels."  t 

At  this  time  also  Seward  offended 
Sumner  and  the  other  radical  anti- 
slavery  members  of  Congress  by  two 
dispatches.  On  April  22,  1861,  he 
wrote  to  Dayton  that  the  "  rights  of 
the  States  and  the  condition  of  everj' 
human  being  in  them  will  remain  sub- 
ject  to    exactly   the    same   laws   and 

•Schuckers,  Life  of  Chase,  pp.  376-378. 
t  Warden,  Life  of  Chase,  p.  475. 


forms  of  administration  whether  the 
revohition  shall  succeed  or  whether 
it  shall  fail."  On  July  5,  1862,  he 
wrote  to  Adams : 

"  It  seems  as  if  the  extreme  advocates  of  Afri- 
can slavery  and  its  most  vehement  opponents  were 
acting  in  concert  together  to  precipitate  a  servile 
war  —  the  former  by  making  the  most  desperate 
attempt  to  overthrow  the  Federal  Union,  the 
latter  by  demanding  an  edict  of  universal  eman- 
cipation as  a  lawful  and  necessary,  if  not,  as 
they  say,  the  only  legitimate  way  to  save  the 
Union." 

Finally  the  feeling  against  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  became  so  great  in  the 
Senate  that  at  a  caucus  called  to  con- 
sider the  matter  a  vote  was  taken  de- 
manding Seward's  withdrawal  from 
the  Cabinet.  As  a  question  of  taste 
and  expediency,  however,  this  reso- 
lution was  reconsidered  and  another 
adopted  in  its  place  requesting  the 
President  to  reconstruct  the  Cabinet 
in  such  a  way  as  would  secure  "  in 
the  present  crisis  of  public  affairs  " 
better  results  in  the  war  waged  "  to 
suppress  a  causeless  and  atrocious  re- 
bellion."* A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  caucus  to  present  their 
formal  conclusions  to  Lincoln,  but  be- 
fore they  had  done  so  Senator  Pres- 
ton King,  of  New  York,  acquainted 
Seward  with  these  proceedings  and 
he  immediately  offered  his  resigna- 
tion to  the  President.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  December  19  the  committee 
waited  on  the  President  and  pre- 
sented the  resolutions.  One  by  one 
the  nine  members  of  the  committee 
attacked  Seward,  not  for  wrong- 
doing, but  on  the  ground  that,  in  their 

*  Khodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  204. 
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opinion,  he  was  lukewarm  in  the  con- 
duct of  affairs  and  did  not  ardently 
support  the  anti-slavery  measures  of 
the  Administration.  In  reporting  this 
conference  to  the  Cabinet  afterwards 
Lincoln  said:  "  Wliile  they  seemed 
to  believe  in  my  honesty  they  also  ap- 
peared to  think  that  when  I  had  in 
me  any  good  purpose  or  intention 
Seward  contrived  to  suck  it  out  of  me 
unperceived."*  On  the  same  even- 
ing the  committee  and  the  Cabinet 
members  (save  Seward)  met  the  Pres- 
ident and  a  frank  interchange  of 
views  took  place.  Collamer,  Fessen- 
den,  Grimes,  Sumner  and  Trumbull 
attacked  the  Cabinet  and  Seward  in 
particular,  and  the  Cabinet  members 
made  an  energetic  defence.  Chase 
was  in  an  awkward  position  because 
he  could  not  join  the  Senators  in  an 
attack  upon  the  Administration,  nor 
could  he  defend  his  colleagues  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senators  when  he  had 
written  to  all  of  them  in  derogation 
of  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Accordingly  he  protested 
against  the  proceedings  and  said  he 
would  not  have  come  to  the  meeting 
had  he  foreseen  that  he  would  be  ar- 
raigned. Finally  Lincoln  asked  if  the 
Senators  still  thought  Seward  ought 
to  be  excused.  Sumner,  Grimes, 
Trumbull  and  Pomeroy  promptly  said 


yes;  Collamer,  Howard  and  Fessen- 
den  declined  to  commit  themselves; 
wliile  Harris,  of  New  York,  said  no.* 

The  news  of  tliis  stormy  meeting  „ 
created  much  excitement  in  Washing-  1 
ton.  Though  deeply  distressed,  the 
President  preserved  his  coolness  and 
kept  his  own  counsel.  Chase,  how- 
ever, saw  that  his  position  was  em- 
barrassing and  untenable  and,  as 
resignation  seemed  the  only  solution 
of  the  difficulty,  he  tendered  his  resig- 
nation to  the  President  on  the  20th. 
Lincoln  believed  that  if  he  "  had 
j-ielded  to  that  storm  and  dismissed 
Seward  the  thing  would  all  have 
slumped  over  one  way  and  we  should 
have  been  left  with  a  scanty  handful 
of  supporters."  He  now  saw  that  he 
had  the  upper  hand  and  on  December 
20  sent  an  identical  note  to  Chase  and 
Seward,  in  which  he  said : 

"  I  am  apprised  of  the  circumstances  wliich 
may  render  the  course  personally  desirable  to 
each  of  you;  but  after  most  anxious  considera- 
tion my  deliberate  judgment  is  that  the  public 
interest  does  not  admit  of  it  [their  resignations]. 
1  therefore  have  to  request  that  you  will  resume 
the  duties  of  your  departments  respectively."  * 

The  next  day  Seward  cheerfully  re- 
sumed the  functions  of  his  department, 
and  two  days  later  Chase  reluctantly 
returned  to  his  post. 


'  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
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CHAPTER   XXII. 

1862-1863. 

BECONSTRUCTION  :    COLONIZATION  :   EMANCIPATION. 

The  formation  of  a  State  government  in  West  Virginia  —  Her  admission  into  the  Union  —  The  appointment 
of  mihtary  governors  —  Lincoln's  views  of  reconstruction  —  His  scheme  of  colonization- — Failure  of  the 
colonization  enterprise  —  The  dispute  over  emancipation  in  Missouri  —  Lincoln's  scheme  of  compensated 
aboUshment  —  His  justification  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  —  The  employment  of  negroes  in  the 
armies. 


At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  legis- 
lature of  Virginia  had  called  a  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Richmond  on  Febru- 
ary 14,  1861,  to  decide  the  question 
of  secession.  It  was  required  also 
that  when  the  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion were  elected  a  vote  should  be 
taken  on  the  question  whether,  if  the 
convention  jjassed  a  secession  ordi- 
nance, that  ordinance  should  or  should 
not  be  referred  to  the  people  for 
their  adoption  or  rejection.  This  was 
done  and  when  the  secession  ordinance 
was  passed  it  was  referred  to  the  peo- 
ple on  May  28,  1861.  In  the  western 
part  of  the  State,  however,  thei'e  was 
much  Union  sentiment,  and  early  in 
May  a  convention  of  nearly  500  dele- 
gates assembled,  declared  the  seces- 
sion ordinance  null  and  void,  and  rec- 
ommended that,  in  case  the  ordinance 
were  ratified  by  the  popular  vote  on 
May  28  delegates  from  all  the  coun- 
ties of  Virginia  be  elected  to  meet  in 
general  convention  and  provide  as 
might  seem  best  for  the  welfare  of  the 
people.  As  we  have  seen,  at  the  May 
convention  Virginia  seceded  and  the 
convention,  as  recommended,  met  at 


Wheeling  on  June  11.  At  that  time 
the  convention  (assuming  that  the  va- 
rious offices  of  the  State  government 
were  vacated  since  the  incumbents  had 
joined  the  secession  movement), 
formally  organized  the  restored  gov- 
ernment of  Virginia,  made  Francis 
H.  Pierpont  governor,  and  invoked  the 
aid  and  protection  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, which  Lincoln  duly  prom- 
ised. Those  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture who  had  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  United  States  and  the 
restored  government  of  Virginia  were 
formed  into  a  legislature  and  the  va- 
cancies were  filled  by  new  elections. 
This  legislature  chose  United  States 
Senators  whom  Congress  admitted  to 
seats.  After  a  recess  the  convention 
reassembled  at  Wheeling  on  August 
20, 1861,  and  passed  an  ordinance  pro- 
viding for  the  formation  of  a  new 
State  out  of  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  Virginia,  to  be  called  the  State  of 
Kanawha.  An  election  was  to  be  held 
late  in  October  to  vote  upon  this  prop- 
osition and  also  to  elect  delegates  to 
another  convention  which  should  form 
a  constitution  for  submission  to  the 
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people.    The  election  took  place  iu  Oc- 
tober according  to  program  and  re- 
sulted in  a  vote  of  18,408  in  favor  of 
the  new  State  and  781  against  it.    Ac- 
cordingly the  delegates  elected  at  the 
same  time  met  at  Wheeling  on  Novem- 
ber 26,  1861,  and,  during  a  session 
which  lasted  till  February  18,  1862, 
drafted  a  constitution  for  the  40  coun- 
ties  to   be  incorporated  in  the   new 
State  which  was  to  be  given  the  name 
of  West  Virginia.*     The  constitution 
was  submitted  to  the  people  and  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  18,862  to  514. 
Accordingly,  on  May  13,  1862,  the  new 
legislature,    convened    by    Governor 
Pierpont,  passed  an   act  giving  the 
formal  consent  of  Virginia  to  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  State  out  of  her  terri- 
tory.   As  the  consent  of  Congress  was 
necessary,    the    various    proceedings 
were  laid  before  that  body  on  May  29 
together  with  the  application  for"  the 
formation  of  a  new  State.    The  appli- 
cation   was    referred    to    the    Senate 
Committee  on  Territories,  which  on 
June  23  reported  favoring  admission 
and  accepting  all  the  provisions  of  the 
new  constitution  save  that  relating  to 
slaves   (which  consisted  of  a  simple 
prohibition  against  their  being  intro- 
duced into  the  State  for  permanent 
residence).     The  committee  reported 
the   bill   with   a   condition   requiring 
gradual    emancipation    lieginning   on 
July  4,  1863.    The  bill  was  passe'd  on 
July  14,  1862,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17. 


The  House  did  not  consider  the  bill 
until  the  following  December,  when  it 
was  passed  on  December  10  by  a  vote 
of  96  to  55.  The  bill  was  then  ap- 
proved by  the  President  and  became 
law  on  December  31,  1862.* 

The  act  of  Congress,  however,  did 
not  admit  West  Virginia  as  a  State, 
It  being  conditional  to  admission  that 
a  slavery  clause  which  Congress  had 
prescribed  should  be  inserted  in  the 
constitution  by  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, that  it  be  adopted  and  ratified 
by  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  the 
State  and,  when  this  had  been  done, 
that  the  President  issue  a  proclama- 
tion stating  this  fact.     Accordingly, 
the   constitutional   convention   recon- 
vened  on   February   12,    1863.      The 
slavery  amendment  was  adopted  al- 
most unanimously  after  nmch  debate 
and  on  March  26  the  constitution  was 
again  submitted  to  the  people  and  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  28,321  to  572. 
The  result  of  the  vote  was  certified  to 
the  President,  who  on  April  20  issued 
the  proclamation  declaring  that  the 
act  of  admission  should  take  effect  and 
be  enforced  in  60  days  from  that  date  f 
Thus,  on  June  20,  1863,  the  State  of 
West  Virginia  became  a  legal  entity, 
and  A.  J.  Boreman  was  elected  its 
first  governor.     Two  Senators  were      ' 


*The  constitution  will  be  found  in  Thorpe 
Federal  and  folate  Constitutions,  vol  vii  L' 
4013-4033.  ■'    ^^' 


The  South  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation  vol 
1.,  pp.  365-382.     See  also  W.  P.  WiUev,  An  Inside 

WU-  of  the  Formation  of  West  Virginia;  Fast 
and  Maxwell,  Formation  of  West  Virgima.  For 
the  opinions  of  the  Cabinet  members,  see  Nicolav 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  297-311    " 

tFor  tl,e  proclamation  see  Richardson,  Mes- 
sages and  J'apers,  vol.  vi.,  p.  167. 


THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  MILITAKY  GOVERNORS. 


2G7 


chosen  to  represent  the  new  State  in 
the  Senate,  by  whose  formal  admis- 
sion Congress  gave  its  otificial,  full, 
and  final  recognition  to  the  new  State. 

The  organization  and  admission  of 
West  Virginia  still  left  in  existence 
the  restored  government  of  Virginia. 
Governor  Pierpont  transferred  the 
government,  which  they  supposed  was 
in  their  keeping,  to  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia. There  he  continued  to  admin- 
ister affairs  in  the  interest  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  while  Governor 
Letcher,  at  Richmond,  continued  to 
administer  a  separate  government  in 
the  interest  of  the  Confederate  au- 
thority. Pierpont  was  recognized  by 
the  President  and  Congress  as  the 
loyal  and  legal  governor,  and,  till  the 
end  of  the  war  his  authority  was 
exercised  over  such  portions  of  the 
remaining  territory  of  the  (!)ld  Do- 
minion as  came  under  the  permanent 
control  of  the  I'nion  armies.* 

By  this  time  much  Southern  terri- 
tory had  been  restored  to  the  domain 
of  the  Federal  Government.  This 
necessarily  disarranged  the  ordinary 
administration  of  civil  affairs  and 
involved  a  displacement  of  the  old 
officials.  The  most  important  of  the 
officials  to  be  appointed  were  the  mili- 
tary governors.  The  first  of  these 
appointments  occurred  in  Tennessee 
on  February  23,  1862,  after  Nashville 
had  been  evacuated,  when  Lincoln 
nominated,  and  on  March  4  the  Sen- 


ate confirmed,  Andrew  Johnson  as 
military  governor  of  Tennessee.  In 
his  speech  on  assuming  office  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  stated  his  duties  as 
follows : 

"  I  liave  been  appointed  in  the  absence  of  the 
regular  and  establislied  State  autlioritics,  as 
military  governor  for  tlie  time  being,  to  preserve 
the  public  property  of  the  State,  to  give  the 
protection  of  law  actively  enforced  to  her  citi- 
zens, and,  as  speedily  as  may  be  [possible],  to 
restore  her  government  to  the  same  condition  as 
before  the  existing  rebellion.  ♦  •  *  i  fj^d 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  offices,  both  State  and 
Federal,  vacant,  either  by  actual  abandonment  or 
by  tlie  action  of  the  incumbents  in  attemiiting 
to  subordinate  their  functions  to  a  power  in 
hostility  to  the  fundamental  law  of  the  State, 
and  suljversive  of  her  national  allegiance.  »  ♦  * 
I  shall,  therefore,  as  early  as  practicable,  desig- 
nate for  the  various  positions  under  the  State 
.ind  count}-  governments,  from  among  my  fellow 
citizens,  persons  of  probity  and  intelligence,  and 
bearing  true  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and 
government  of  the  United  States,  who  will  exe- 
cute the  functions  of  their  respective  offices  until 
their  places  can  be  filled  by  the  action  of  the 
people."  * 

On  May  19,  in  conformity  Avitli  this 
precedent,  Lincoln  appointed  Edward 
Stanley  military  governor  of  North 
Carolina,  and  in  June,  after  news  had 
been  received  of  the  success  in  the 
Gulf,  named  Colonel  G.  F.  Shepley  as 
military  governor  of  Louisiana.  At 
about  the  same  time  General  Curtis, 
after  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  was  pre- 
paring for  an  advance  on  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  and,  as  there  was  every 
prospect  that  he  would  hold  it  per- 
manently, a  similar  commission  as 
military  governor  was  given  to  John 
S.  Phelps,  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  with 
the  intention  that  he  should  assume 


•  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the  Sation,  vol. 
i.,  p.  384:  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
vi.,  p.  313. 

Vol.  VIII  — 18 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
3i4-345. 
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Ms  duties  as  soon  as  the  capital  was 
reached.  The  Union  advance,  how- 
ever, was  delayed  moi-e  than  a  year 
and,  when  it  finally  occurred,  a  popu- 
lar convention  was  convened  and  a 
provisional  government  appointed 
which  rendered  unnecessary  the  inter- 
vention of  a  military  governor. 

There  was  considerable  doubt  as  to 
Lincoln's  views  regarding  methods  of 
reconstruction.  In  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress on  March  4,  1861,  Lincoln  said : 

"  I  liold  that,  in  contemplation  of  universal  law 
and  of  tlie  Constitution,  tlie  union  of  these  States 
is  perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  implied,  if  not  ex- 
pressed, in  the  fundamental  law  of  all  national 
governments.  It  is  safe  to  assert  that  no  gov- 
ernment proper  ever  had  a  provision  in  its  organic 
law  for  its  own  termination.  •  »  ♦  j^yj  jf 
destruction  of  the  Union  by  one  or  by  a  part 
only  of  the  States  be  lawfully  possible,  the  Union 
is  less  perfect  than  before  the  Constitution,  hav- 
ing lost  the  vital  element  of  perpetuity.  It 
follows  from  these  views  that  no  State  upon  its 
own  mere  motion  can  lawfully  get  out  of  the 
Union;  that  resolves  and  ordinances  to  tliat 
elTect  are  legally  void;  and  that  acts  of  violence 
within  any  State  or  States  against  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  are  insurrectionary,  or 
revolutionary,  according  to  circumstances.  I 
therefore  consider  that  in  view  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  laws  the  Union  is  unbroken,  and  to 
tlie  extent  of  my  ability  I  shall  take  care,  as  the 
Constitution  itself  expressly  enjoins  upon  me, 
that  the  laws  of  the  Union  be  faithfully  e.xecuted 
in  all  the  States."  * 

Lincoln  adhered  to  this  view 
throughout  his  Administration,  and 
several  times  confirmed  it  in  letters 
to  various  persons.  A  complaint  was 
sent  to  him  regarding  the  course  of 
General  Phelps  in  Louisiana.  Writ- 
ing to  Cuthbert  Bullitt  on  July  28, 
1862,  he  said: 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
347;    Richardson,   Messages  and  Papers,   vol    vi 
p.  7. 


"Tlie  people  of  Louisiana  who  wish  ])rotection 
to  person  and  property  have  but  to  reach  forth 
their  hands  and  take  it.  Let  them  in  good  faith 
reinaugurate  the  national  authority  and  set  up  a 
St;ite  government,  conforming  thereto  under  the 
Constitution,  They  know  how  to  do  it,  and  can 
have  the  protection  of  the  army  while  doing  it. 
The  army  will  be  withdrawn  so  soon  as  such 
State  government  can  dispense  with  its  presence, 
and  the  people  of  the  State  can  then,  upon  the 
old  constitutional  terms,  govern  themselves  to 
their  own  liking." 

In  a  private  letter  to  Shepley  Lin- 
coln said : 

"  I  wish  elections  for  Congressmen  to  take 
place  in  Louisiana;  but  I  wish  it  to  be  a  move- 
ment of  tlie  people  of  the  district,  and  not  a 
movement  of  our  military  and  quasi-military  au- 
thorities there.  I  merely  wisli  our  authorities 
to  give  the  people  a  chance  —  to  protect  them 
against  secession  interference.  Of  course  the 
election  cannot  be  according  to  strict  law  —  by 
.State  law  there  is,  I  suppose,  no  election  day 
before  January;  and  the  regular  election  officers 
will  not  act  in  many  cases,  if  in  any.  These 
knot3  must  be  cut,  tlie  main  object  being  to  get 
an  expression  of  tlie  people.  If  they  would  fix 
a  day  and  a  way,  for  themselves,  all  the  better; 
but  if  they  stand  idle,  not  seeming  to  know  what 
to  do,  do  you  fi.x  these  things  for  them  by  proc- 
lamation." * 

Accordingly,  Shepley  ordered  the 
election  of  members  of  Congress  in 
the  first  and  second  Congressional 
districts  of  the  State,  each  of  which 
embraced  about  half  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  with  some  outlying  ter- 
ritory. All  the  other  districts  of  the 
State  were  outside  the  Union  military 
lines  and  hence  no  election  was  held. 
The  legal  forms  prescribed  by  the 
State  were  observed;  and  when  the 
election  was  held  on  December  3, 1862, 
B.  F.  Flanders  was  chosen  in  the  first 
district  and  Michael  Hahn  in  the  sec- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
352. 
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ond  district.  Early  in  1863  these  men 
were  admitted  to  seats  in  the  House, 
after  a  full  scrutiny  of  the  methods 
pursued. 

Lincoln  had  never  abandoned  his 
idea  of  colonization.  Under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  Confiscation  Act,  ap- 
proved August  6,  1861,  a  considerable 
number  of  slaves  had  become  legally 
free,  while  many  more  had  become 
actually  free  by  escape  or  capture. 
Their  protection  and  maintenance 
rested  to  a  considerable  extent  upon 
the  Government:  and,  while  the  able- 
bodied  could  be  put  to  use  in  the  army, 
sometliing  must  be  done  for  the  sup- 
port of  those  incapable  of  military 
labor.  Accordingly,  in  his  message  to 
Congress  Lincoln  recommended  the 
appropriation  of  money  and  the  ac- 
quisition of  territory  for  coloniza- 
tion purposes.  Congress  appropriated 
$100,000  to  aid  in  the  colonization  and 
settlement  of  such  free  negroes  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  or  those  to  be 
freed  under  the  emancipation  act  for 
the  District  as  might  desire  to  emi- 
grate to  Haiti,  Liberia  or  such  other 
country  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  as  the  President  should 
determine.  By  an  act  approved  July 
16,  $500,000  was  appropriated  to  ac- 
complish the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  in  the  District  and  to  colonize 
those  made  free  by  the  probable  pas- 
sage of  a  confiscation  bill. 

Under  the  confiscation  act  of  July 
17, 1862,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  colonize  in  the  tropical  countries 
any  negroes  who  were  willing  to  emi- 


grate, if  the  consent  of  the  govern- 
ment to  which  such  country  belonged 
could  be  obtained.  Seward,  therefore, 
on  September  30,  1862,  addressed  a 
circular  to  England,  France,  Den- 
mark and  the  Netherlands  suggesting 
negotiations  with  this  object  in  view, 
in  so  far  as  such  colonization  related 
to  their  dependencies.  Nothing  was 
done  by  those  governments,  but,  on 
December  31,  1862,  Bernard  Kock 
signed  a  contract  with  the  government 
for  a  compensation  of  $50  per  head 
to  colonize  5,000  negroes  on  the  island 
of  A'Vache.  Kock  bound  himself  to 
furnish  the  colonists  with  comfortable 
houses  and  substantia]  food  and  to 
employ  them  for  four  years  for  money 
wages  varying  from  $4  per  month  for 
minors  and  women,  to  $10  per  month 
for  male  adults.  He  agreed  also  that 
the  emigrants  and  their  posterity 
should  remain  free  forever,  that  medi- 
cal attendance  and  medicines  would 
be  furnished  and  that  such  care  for 
paupers  should  be  provided  "as  is 
customary  with  similar  inhabitants  of 
the  country  in  which  they  shall  be 
residents."  Kock  then  sought  finan- 
cial assistance  in  New  York  and  Bos- 
ton and  broached  the  following 
scheme:  With  500  emigrants  on  the 
island  he  agreed  to  set  out  a  cotton 
plantation  and  guaranteed,  within 
eight  or  nine  months,  a  crop  of  1,000 
bales  of  cotton  which,  at  the  war  price, 
would  yield  $500,000.  The  outlay 
would  be  about  $70,000  and  as  the 
profits  were  thus  600  per  cent.  Kock 
readily  obtained  financial  assistance. 
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Soon,  however,  it  was  learned  that 
he  was   an  irresponsible   adventurer 
whose    project    had    no    substantial 
foundation,  and  the  President  not  only 
refused  to  proceed  but  cancelled  the 
contract.      Kock,    however,    had    the 
lease  of  the  island  and,  as  the  capital- 
ists were  in   an  awkward   situation, 
they  pressed  Kock  to  sign  the  lease 
over  to  them,  whereupon,  on  April  6, 
1863,  they  entered  into  a  similar  ar- 
rangement with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  more  than  400  persons, 
of  whom  about  one-third  were  women 
and  children,  were  sent  to  the  island. 
But  this  project  also  terminated  dis- 
astrously.    During  the  voyage  20  or 
30  died  of  fever  and,  as  no  houses  were 
i-eady  for  the   emigrants   when   they 
reached  the  island,  much  sickness  was 
brought  on  by  exposure.    There  were 
sad  mismanagement  and  oppression 
on  the  part  of  the  projectors  of  the 
enterprise,  and  considerable  idleness, 
extravagance   and  mutinous  conduct 
on    the    part    of    the    negroes.      The 
Haitian  government  naturalized  the 
negroes,  but  refused  to  give  the  guar- 
antee of  freedom.    There  were  no  food 
crops  nor  any  cotton  crops,  and  finally 
the  capitalists  declined  longer  to  sup- 
port the  colony.    Lincoln  sent  a  special 
agent  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
colony.    He  found  only  a  small  stock 
of  provisions  on  the  island,  of  which 
but  a  meagre  portion  was  suitable  for 
the  sick.    Of  the  negro  emigrants  only 
378  remained  alive,  and  of  these  many 
were   seriously  sick  and   others   dis- 
abled from  the  effects  of  the  stings  of 


poisonous  insects.  Accorflingly,  the 
agent  assumed  charge  of  the  emi- 
grants, furnishing  them  A\'ith  the  nec- 
essaries of  life  and  ameliorating  their 
condition  in  every  way  possible.  Fi- 
nally, on  March  4,  1864,  as  they  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  the  negroes  left  the 
island  and  anchored  in  the  Potomac 
River  opposite  Alexandria  on  the  20th 
of  the  same  month.  No  further  at- 
tempt at  colonization  was  made  by  the 
President,  and  by  an  act  approved 
July  2,  1864,  the  appropriations  pre- 
viously made  by  Congress  for  that 
purpose  were  repealed.* 

In  Missouri,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
Confederates  had  been  driven  out  after 
the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  and  Gen- 
eral Curtis  had  been  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Department  of  Missouri. 
Among  the  earliest  directions  to  Cur- 
tis was  a  request  to  suspend  the  order 
of  military  assessments  (issued  Au- 
gust 28,  1862),  levying  $500,000  on 
"  secessionists  and  southern  sym- 
pathizers "  of  St.  Louis  County,  to 
maintain,  arm,  subsist  and  clothe  the 
enrolled  militia. f  On  January  5, 1863, 
Lincoln  wrote  to  Curtis  requesting 
him  to  confer  with  Governor  Gamble 
regarding  these  assessments  and  other 
matters  of  interest  to  Missouri,  to  see 
if  some  plan  of  action  could  not  be 
agreed  upon.j  Curtis  held  the  inter- 
view with  Gamble,  and  on  January  23 
wrote  to  Lincoln  that  there  was  no 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
354-367. 

i  Official  Records,  vol.   xiii..  p.   12. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  17-18. 
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reason  to  fear  differences  of  opinion 
between  himself  and  Gamble : 

"In  regard  ■  to  county  assessments,  he  with- 
drew his  enrolled  militia  publicly.  I  am  check- 
ing them  quietly.  Our  Union  men  are  much  op- 
posed to  restraint  in  their  jnirsuit  of  rebels,  es- 
pecially in  the  county  where  our  friends  have 
been  persecuted  and  where  the  assessments  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  men 
killed  by  tlie  rebels.  There  may  be  frauds  such 
as  you  name,  but  I  doubt  it.  *  »  «•  xhe  as- 
sessments on  persons  for  crimes  committed  in  a 
neighborhood  are  considered  a  great  restraint  on 
rebels  who  have  encouraged  bands  of  rebels,  and 
our  friends  fear  they  will  suffer  if  such  restraints 
are  taken  off.  1  am  implored  not  to  remove  them. 
*  *  *  As  to  banishments,  the  governor  goes 
further  than  I  do  on  that  subject  although  we 
might  differ  as  to  .particular  cases.  Most  of  the 
banishments  have  been  made  as  a  commutation 
for  imprisonments  determined  by  military  com- 
missions or  local  commanders,  and  in  all  in- 
stances where  the  community  seems  to  think  it 
safe  I  try  to  procure  a  release."  * 

Notwithstanding  Curtis '  letter,  Lin- 
coln, on  January  20,  issued  an  order 
through  Stanton  to  suspend  until  fur- 
ther instructions  all  action  upon  as- 
sessments for  damages,  not  only  in 
St.  Louis  but  in  the  whole  State  of 
Missouri.! 

Meanwhile  the  subject  of  emancipa- 
tion was  a  source  of  irritation  and  dis- 
cord in  Missouri.  In  the  State  Con- 
vention which  met  on  June  2,  1862, 
Brecldnridge  introduced  a  bill  provid- 
ing that  all  negroes  born  in  slavery 
after  January  1,  1865,  should  be  slaves 
until  they  reached  the  age  of  25  years 
and  no  longer,  unless  sooner  perma- 
nently removed  from  the  State.  The 
bill  provided  also  for  accepting  the 
offer   of  Congress,  recommended  by 


■  Offij?iaI   Reocrds. 
Ibid,  p.  64. 


1.   xxii.,   jjt.   ii.,   pp.   42-43. 


the  President,  of  compensation  to  the 
State  and  through  it  to  the  owners, 
but  was  summarily  laid  on  the  table 
by  a  vote  of  52  to  19.  Nevertheless, 
on  June  14,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  37  to  23,  to  the  effect 
that,  while  the  majority  of  the  con- 
vention did  not  feel  authorized  to  take 
action  on  this  delicate  subject,  yet 
they  desired  to  recognize  the  liberality 
displayed  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Lincoln's  preliminary  Emancipation 
Proclamation  of  September  22,  1862, 
made  the  issue  a  prominent  one  in 
Missouri,  as  elsewhere.  The  emanci- 
pation party  in  Missouri  gained  much 
strength  by  this  proclamation  and  at 
the  general  election  of  November  4, 
1862,  obtained  a  decided  majority  in 
both  branches  of  the  legislature.  In 
his  annual  message  to  the  legislature 
Governor  Gamble  recommended  a 
modified  plan  of  gradual  emancipa- 
tion although  he  thought  that  the 
legislature  did  not  have  constitutional 
power  over  all  details  of  the  scheme. 

Accordingly,  when  Congress  met  in 
December  of  1862,  the  Missouri  dele- 
gates felt  justified  in  advocating  the 
President's  plan  of  gradual  emancipa- 
tion. On  December  10  Senator  Hen- 
derson, and  on  the  11th  Representa- 
tive Noell,  gave  notice  of  bills  to  aid 
Missouri  in  compensated  emancipa- 
tion. Henderson  recommended  an  ap- 
propriation of  $20,000,000,  while 
Noell  advocated  only  $10,000,000.  On 
January  6,  1863,  by  a  vote  of  73  to  46 
the  House  passed  Noell 's  bill  which, 
upon  being  sent  to  the  Senate,  super- 
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seded  Henderson's  bill.     A  compro- 
mise was  readied  on  February  7  by 
fixing  the  amount  at  $15,000,000,  in 
which  form  the  bill  passed  the  Sen- 
ate on  February  12  by  a  vote  of  23  to 
18.     On  being  referred  to  the  House, 
the  amended  bill  was  not  reported  un- 
til February  25.    By  this  time  the  ses- 
sion was  nearly  at  an  end  and  three 
of  the  Missouri  Representatives  who 
were   strongly  pro-slavery,  aided  by 
some  of  the  Democrats,  succeeded  by 
dilatory  parliamentary  tactics  in  pre- 
venting the  bill  reaching  a  vote.    Later 
an  endeavor  was  made  to  secure  con- 
sideration for  it  by  the  suspension  of 
the  rules,  but  the  necessary  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  House  could  not  be  ob- 
tained.*    Meanwhile,  in  his  message 
of  December  1,  1862,  Lincoln  urged 
upon  Congress  the  policy  of  compen- 
sated abolishment,  reconnnending  the 
adoption  of  a  resolution  and  articles 
amending    the    Constitution    of    the 
United  States  as  follows : 


time  of  its  delivery  as  aforesaid.  Any  State 
having  received  bonds  as  aforesaid  and  after- 
wards reintroducing  or  tolerating  slavery  therein 
shall  refund  to  the  United  States  the  bonds  so 
received,  or  tlie  value  thereof,  and  all  interest 
]jaid  thereon. 

-AU  slaves  who  shall  have  enjoyed  actual 
reedom  by  the  chances  of  the  war  at  any  time 
before  the  end  of  the  rebellion  shall  be  forever 
free;  but  all  owners  of  such  who  shall  not  have 
been  disloyal  shall  be  compensated  for  them  at 
the  same  rates  as  is  provided  for  States  adopting 
abolishment  of  slavery,  but  in  such  wav  that  no 
slaves  shall  be  twice  accounted  for. 

"Congress  may  appropriate  money  and  other- 
wise provide  for  colonizing  free  colored  persons 
with  their  own  consent  at  any  place  or  places 
without  the  United  States."  * 


'•  Every  State  wherein  slavery  now  exists  which 
shall  abolish  the  same  therein  at  any  time  or 
times  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1900, 
shall  receive  compensation  from  the  United 
States  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  de- 
liver  to   every   such    State   bonds   of    the    United 

States  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  _— 

per  cent,   per  annum  to   an   am~ount  equal   to  the 

aggregate  sum  of  for  each  slave  shown 

to  have  been  therein  by  the  Eighth  Census  of 
the  United  States,  said  bonds  to  be  delivered  to 
such  State  by  installments  or  in  one  parcel  at 
the  completion  of  the  abolishment,  accordingly 
as  the  same  shall  have  been  gradual  or  at  one 
tune  within  such  State;  and  interest  shall  begin 
to  run  upon  any  such  bond  only  from  the  proper 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
;i!1.V3n7;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv  pn  916- 
217.  1-1-  - 


No  immediate  action,  followed  this 
appeal.  No  signal  military  victories 
gave  to  Lincoln's  words  the  strength 
that  was  needed  to  compel  action. 
Moreover,  owing  to  distrust  in  him 
and  his  waning  populai-ity  among  cer- 
tain classes,  his  recommendations 
were  not  considered.! 

Meanwhile  the  time  was  approach- 
ing    when     Lincoln's     Emancipation 
Proclamation  should  be  carried  out  ac- 
cording to  his  solemn  announcement. 
When  he  promulgated  the  proclama- 
tion on  September  22,  he  informed  the 
Cabinet  that  he  had  himself  decided 
upon  its  issuance  and  only  wanted  ad- 
vice   regarding    subordinate    points. 
The  Cabinet  members  suggested  sev- 
eral    unimportant     amendments     or 
changes  in  the  wording,t  which  in  sub- 
stance were  followed  by  Lincoln  in 

*  Richardson,  Messages  ami  Papers,  vol  vi  n 
130.  ■'  '  ■ 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lineoln,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
399-401;  mmdes,  Vnited  States,  yo\  iv  nn  oji- 
216.  >  1  1  —  ■ 

t  For  which  see  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coin,  vol.  vi.,  p.  414  et  seq. 
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rewriting  the  proclamation  for  sig- 
nature. The  draft  of  the  proclamation 
was  completed  on  January  1,  1863, 
and  was  issued  the  same  day.  The 
text  was  as  follows: 

"  Whereas,  on  the  22d  day  of  September,  A.  D. 
1862,  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  tlie  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States,  containing,  among 
other  things,  the  following,  to  wit:  That  on  tlie 
1st  day  of  January,  etc.,  (see  paragraphs  three 
and  four  of  the  Proclamation,  previously  quoted). 

"Now,  therefore,  I,  Abkaham  Lincoln,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
in  me  vested  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army 
and  JS'avy  of  tlie  United  States,  in  time  of  actual 
armed  rebellion  against  the  authority  and  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and  neces- 
sary war-measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion 
do,  on  this  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1803,  and 
in  accordance  with  my  purpose  so  to  do,  publicly 
proclaimed  for  the  full  period  of  one  hundred  days 
from  the  day  first  above-mentioned,  order  and 
designate  as  the  States,  and  parts  of  States, 
wherein  the  people  thereof,  respectively,  are  this 
day  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  the 
following,  to  wit: 

"  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana  (except  the  Par- 
ishes of  St.  Bernard,  Plaquemines,  Jefferson,  St. 
John,  St.  Charles,  St.  .James,  Ascension,  Assump- 
tion, Terrebonne,  Lafourche,  St.  Jlarie,  St.  Mar- 
tin, and  Orleans,  including  the  City  of  Ivew 
Orleans),  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  Virginia 
(except  the  forty-eight  counties  of  West  Virginia, 
and  also  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Accomac, 
Northampton,  Elizabeth  City,  York,  Princess 
Anne  and  Norfolk,  including  the  cities  of  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth )  and  which  excepted  parts 
are,  for  the  present,  left  precisely  as  if  this 
Proclamation  were  not  issued. 

"And  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  I  do  order  and  declare  that  all 
persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated 
States  and  parts  of  States,  are  and  henceforward 
shall  be  free;  and  that  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  LTnited  States,  including  the  military 
and  naval  authorities  thereof,  will  recogniz?  and 
maintain  the  freedom  of  said  persons. 

"And  I  do  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so 
declared  to  be  free,  to  abstain  from  all  violence, 
unless  in  necessary  self-defence ;  and  I  recom- 
mend to  them  that  in  all  cases  when  allowed 
they  labor  faithfully  for  reasonaljle  wages. 


"Anil  1  further  declare  and  make  known  that 
^ucii  persons  of  suitable  condition  will  be  re- 
ceived into  tlie  armed  service  of  the  United  States 
to  garrison  forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other 
places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all  sorts  in  said 
service. 

"And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an 
act  of  justice,  warranted  by  tlie  Constitution 
upon  military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate 
judgment  of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of 
Almighty  God."  * 

Undoubtedly  there  was  nothing  in 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution  author- 
izing Lincoln's  action,  but  he  justifies 
it  as  follows : 

"  I  am  naturally  anti-slavery.  If  slavery  is 
not  wrong  nothing  is  wrong.  I  cannot  remember 
when  I  did  not  so  think  and  feel,  and  yet  I  have 
never  understood  that  the  Presidency  conferred 
on  me  an  unrestricted  right  to  act  ofTicially  upon 
this  judgment  and  feeling.  ♦  »  »  j  jid  y^. 
derstaiul,  however,  that  my  oath  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  to  the  best  of  my  ability  im- 
posed upon  me  the  duty  of  preserving  by  every 
indispensable  means,  that  Government  —  that 
nation,  of  which  that  Constitution  was  the  or- 
ganic law.  Was  it  possible  to  lose  the  nation 
and  yet  preserve  the  Constitution  ?  By  general 
law.  life  and  limb  must  be  protected,  yet  often  a 
limb  must  be  amputated  to  save  a  life;  but  a 
life  is  never  wisely  given  to  save  a  limb.  I  felt 
that  measures  otherwise  unconstitutional  might 
become  lawful  by  becoming  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  the  Constitution  through  the 
preservation  of  the  nation.  Right  or  wrong,  I 
assumed  this  ground,  and  now  avow  it.  I  could 
not  feel  that,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  had 
even  tried  to  preserve  the  Constitution  if,  to 
save  slavery  or  any  minor  matter,  I  should  per- 
mit the  wreck  of  Government,'  country,  and  Con- 
stitution all  together.  *  »  »  When  in  March 
and  May  and  July,  1862,  I  made  earnest  and 
successive  appeals  to  the  border  States  to  favor 
compensated  emanicipation,  I  believed  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  for  military  emancipation  and 
arming  the  blacks  would  come  unless  averted 
by  that  measure.  They  declined  the  proposition 
and  I  was,  in  my  best  judgment,  driven  to  the 
alternative  of  either  surrendering  the  Union,  and 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
157-1.50;  Williams,  The  Kegro  Racr,  in  America, 
vol.   ii.,   pp.  272-273. 
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witl>    it    tl.e    Const.tution,    or    of    laying    stron.. 
l.a„d^  u^pon    tl>e    colored    element.      /  chose    tl,: 

In  a  letter  to  James  C.  Conkling 
August  26,  1863,  he  replied  to  tLe 
charge  that  the  proclamation  was  un- 
constitutional, saying: 

••I  think  differently.     I  think  the  Constitution 

invests    Its    commander-in-chief   witli    the    law    of 

war  m  time  of  war.     The  most  that  can  he  said, 

If  so  much,  is,  that  slaves  are  property.    Is  there, 

lias   there  ever   l^en,   any   question   t'hat,    by   the 

law  of  war,  property,  both  of  enemies  and  friends 

may  be  taken  when  needed?     And  is  it  not  needed 

vvhenever  taking  it  helps  us  or  hurts  the  enemv' 

Armies  the  world  over  destroy  enemies'  proper'tv 

when  they  cannot  use  it;   and  even  destroy  thei'r 

own  to  keep  it  from  tlie  enemy.     Civilized  Ijellic,- 

erents  do  all   in   their  power   to  l,elp   themselves 

or  hurt  tiie  enemy,  except  a  few  things  regarded 

as  barbarous  or  cruel. ''y 


the  South  raising  food  to  support  the 
Confederate  armies,  thus  aiding  in 
prolonging  the  M^ar.  Practical  results 
such  as  these  brought  to  the  measure 
the  hearty  support  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  North.  * 

In  resorting  to  military  emancipa- 
tion, Lincoln  did  not  intend  to  rely 
merely  on  its  sentimental  elfect.  He 
seems  to  have  coupled  with  his  policy 
of  emancipation  the  expectation  'of 
making  it  bring  to  the  aid  of  the 
Union  armies  a  powerful  contingent 
of     negro     soldiers.       Though     con- 


The  wisdom  of  Lincoln's  policy  was 
manifest.     Every  slave  in  the  South 
who     desired     freedom     became     an 
enemy  of  the  Confederacy,  if  not  a 
friend  of  the  North;  for  he  knew  that, 
once  within  the  hues  of  the  Federal 
armies,  he  would  become  a  free  man, 
and  hence  was  on  the  lookout  for  an 
opportunity  of  gaining  freedom   by 
escape.    Before  the  close  of  the  year 
1863,    therefore,    more    than    100,000 
slaves  entered  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  including  those  en- 
gaged in  all  kinds  of  manual  labor. 
If    the    Emancipation    Proclamation 
liad   not  been  issued    these   negroes 
^vou]dJlndo^^        have  remained  in 

*  Letter  of  April  4,  1S64,  to  A.  G.  Hodges  quoted 
.n  Way  and  Hay,  Lif,  of  Lincoln,  v!l.  .l,  pp. 
430-431;    L.ncoln's    Complete   Works,   vol.    11.     p 

t  Lincoln's   Complete    Works,    vol.    ii.,    p     397- 
Nicolay   and   Hay,   Life   of  Lincoln,.  ^\^\, 


Strained  to  postpone  a  systematic  or- 
ganization of  negro  troops  for  active 
campaigns,    he    had    previously    ex- 
pressed a  willingness  that,  for  purely 
defensive       purposes,       commanders 
should  arm  slaves  entering  their  lines; 
and  on  August  25,  1862,  General  Eu- 
fus    Saxton,    in    command    at    Port 
Royal,  had  been  authorized  to  arm  and 
equip  not  more  than  5,000  negro  vol- 
unteers to  protect  the  plantations  and 
settlements  at  Port  Royal  and  else- 
where, f    In  the  act  of  July  17,  1862, 
the  President  had  been  empowered  to 
receive  negroes  into  the  United  States 
service  for  the  purpose  of  construct-, 
ing     intrenchments     or     performing 
camp  duties  or  any  other  labor  for 
which  they  might  be  found  competent, 
and  to  issue  to  negroes  so  employed 
one  ration  each  and  $10  per  month^  of 
which  .$3  might  be  in  clothing.    In  his 
preliminary  proclamation  of  Septem- 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp    9i4_9i5 
J  Offlcial  Reconls,  vol.  xiii.,   p.   377;    Wiliram's, 
Ihc  ycgro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  283-284. 
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ber  22,  1862,  Lincoln  made  no  men- 
tion of  tiie  subject,  but  in  tlie  procla- 
mation of  January  1,  1863,  he  de- 
clared that  "  such  persons  of  suitable 
condition  will  be  received  into  the 
army  service  of  the  United  States  to 
garrison  forts,  positions,  stations  and 
other  places  and  to  conunand  vessels 
of  all  sorts  in  said  service." 

There  was  much  prejudice  in  the 
army  itself,  and  particularly  among 
the  officers,  against  such  an  innovation 
and,  moreover,  the  blacks  themselves 
did  not  come  forward  freely  to  enlist. 
A  regiment  was  formed  by  General 
David  Hunter,  but  to  fill  the  ranks  he 
was  compelled  to  resort  to  drafting;* 
hence  there  was  much  desertion  and 
nmtinous  conduct,  as  a  result  of  which 
it  was  formally  disbanded  about  three 
months  after  its  formation. f  Thomas 
Wentworth  Higginson  was  instru- 
mental in  filling  the  quota  of  a  negro 
regiment  which  became  known  as  the 
"  First  South  Carolina  Volunteers." 
Another  regiment  was  formed  in  the 
"West  and  became  known  as  the 
"  First  Kansas  Colored,"  though  it 
was  not  organized  as  a  regiment  until 
January  13,  1863.  General  Butler  in 
New  Orleans  had  attempted  to  secure 
permission  to  organize,  arm  and  con- 
trol a  force  of  negroes,  but  obtained 
little  satisfaction  from  the  Govern- 
ment, t 


However,  as  1863  advanced,  many 
l>rominent  men  of  the  North,  under 
the  combined  influence  of  patriotism 
and  military  ambition,  volunteered 
their  services  to  officer  and  organize 
negro  regiments  in  the  South.  One 
of  these,  Daniel  Ullman,  was  sent  to 
Banks  at  New  Orleans,  and  by  the 
middle  of  August  of  that  year  had  five 
regiments  nearly  completed.  Banks 
reported  also  that  he  had  21  regi- 
ments of  between  10,000  and  12,000 
men  nearly  organized,*  but  it  was 
seen  that  the  efforts  of  a  few  popular 
leaders,  whether  white  or  black,  were 
insufficient  to  mobilize  the  military 
strength  of  the  black  population  of 
the  country.  Accordingly,  even  as 
early  as  April,  Adjutant-General 
Lorenzo  Thomas  had  been  sent  to  the 
West  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
feasibility  of  recruiting  and  using 
negro  soldiers.  From  the  first  he  was 
successful.  The  troops  in  the  western 
armies  received  the  proposition  with 
enthusiasm,  for  in  that  section  preju- 
dice against  the  arming  of  negroes 
was  fast  dying  out.  At  about  this 
time,  however,  Grant  began  his  Vicks- 
burg  campaign  and  Thomas'  recruit- 
ing operations  were  unavoidably  in- 
terrupted by  general  army  move- 
ments. Nevertheless  the  work  was 
not  abandoned,  but  on  May  22,  1863, 
a  special  bureau  for  the  organization 
of  colored  troops  was  established  in 


*  Regarding  tlie  formation  of  this  regiment  and 
tlie  authority  to  do  so,  see  the  letters  in  Williams, 
The  Xcgro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  p.  278  ct  seq. 

t  T.  W.  Higginson,  Army  Life  in  a  Black  Regi- 
ment,  pp.  272-274. 

t  For    details    of    this,    see    Nicolay    and    Hay, 


Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p.  446  ef  seq.;  Williams, 
The  Kegro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  285- 
287. 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
455. 
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the    adjutant-general's    office    of   the 
War  Department. 

The  raising-  of  negro  soldiers  in  the 
free  States  under  State  authority  was 
successful  only  in  Massachusetts. 
Governor  Andrew,  of  Massachusetts, 
did  everything  possible  to  make  the 
plan  a  success  and  selected  the  officers 
of  the  54th  Massachusetts  Volunteers 
with  the  greatest  of  care.  Frederick 
Douglass  assisted  in  recruiting  this 
regiment  which,  after  being  com- 
pleted, organized  and  equipped,  sailed 
from  Boston  on  May  28  for  South 
Carolina.*  Another  regiment,  the 
55th  Massachusetts  Colored,  was  soon 
afterward  organized  and  sailed  from 
Boston  on  June  21  for  North  Caro- 
lina. These  two  were  the  only  colored 
regiments  organized  under  Free  State 
authority.  The  officials  of  the  border 
slave  States  strongly  objected  to  arm- 
ing the  negroes  and  even  AndreAV 
Johnson  deprecated  the  sending  of 
recruiting  officers  to  Tennessee.  He 
said : 

"All  the  negroes  will  quit  work  when  they 
can  go  into  camp  and  do  nothing.  *  *  *  It  is 
exceedingly  important  for  this  question  to  be 
handled  in  such  a  way  as  will  do  the  least  in- 
jury in  forming  a  correct  public  judgment  at 
this  time.  We  hope,  therefore,  that  the  organiza- 
tion of  negro  regiments  in  Tennessee  will  be  left 
to  the  general  commanding  this  department  and 
the  military  governor."  t 

After  1863  there  was  little  oppo- 
sition to  colored  troops,  except  in  the 
border  States.     The  policy  had  forced 


its  own  acceptance.  Finally,  on  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1864,  Congress  passed  an 
act  that  all  able-bodied  male  colored 
persons  between  the  ages  of  20  and 
45  should  be  enrolled,  with  the  further 
provision  that  loyal  masters  of 
drafted  slaves  should  receive  bounty 
and  compensation  and  that  the  slaves 
should  become  free.  Early  in  De- 
cember of  1863  about  50,000  slaves 
were  actually  bearing  arms  in  the 
Union  army.  In  April  of  1864  there 
were  72,000  and  at  the  end  of  the  war 
123,000.  The  entire  number  commis- 
sioned and  enlisted  in  the  military 
branch  during  the  war  after  the  issu- 
ance of  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion was  186,017.* 

Naturally  the  Confederates  were 
greatly  dismayed  when  they  heard 
that  their  late  slaves  were  to  be  em- 
ployed against  them.  Measures  of' 
retaliation  were  strongly  urged  and 
on  December  23,  1862,  Jefferson  Davis 
issued  a  retaliatory  proclamation  di- 
rected chiefly  against  Benjamin  F. 
Butler.  This  proclamation  concluded 
with  the  following  order: 

"  Tliat  all  negro  slaves  captured  in  arms  be 
at  once  delivered  over  to  the  executive  authority 
of  the  respective  States  to  which  they  belong 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of  said 
States.  That  like  orders  be  executed  in  all 
cases  with  respect  to  all  commissioned  officers 
of  the  United  States,  when  found  serving  in  com- 
pany with  said  slaves  in  insurrection  against  the 
authorities  of  the  different  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy "  t 


*  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol. 
ii.,    p.   28!). 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
p.  464. 


*  See  the  tables  in  Williams,  The  Negro  Race 
in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  299-301.  See  also  Nico- 
lay and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p.  468. 

j  Annual  Cyclopwdia  for  1SG2,  p.  7.38;  Williams, 
The  Negro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  p.  359. 
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"While  fully  indorsing  tlie  proposed 
retaliation,  the  Confederate  Congress 
preferred  to  keep  the  power  of  such 
punishment  in  the  hands  of  the  cen- 
tral military  authorities.  On  May  1, 
I860,  Davis  approved  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  that  body  which  prescribed 
that  white  officers  of  negro  Union  sol- 
diers "  shall,  if  captured,  be  put  to 
death  or  be  otherwise  punished  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court."* 

When  these  threats  were  issued  by 
the  Confederates  the  practice  of  arm- 
ing negroes  had  not  been  formally 
authorized  bj^  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, but  after  this  became  a  settled 
policy  and  large  numbers  of  negroes 
joined  the  Union  army,  the  matter 
became  one  of  groat  import  to  both 
governments.  Justice  required  that 
if  a  negro  enlisted  to  do  a  soldier's 
duty  he  must  be  accorded  a  soldier's 
right.  Hence,  in  order  to  define  his 
position,  Lincoln  on  Jul)-  30,  1863,  is- 
sued the  following  comprehensive 
order : 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  every  government  to  give 
protection  to  its  citizens,  of  whatever  class,  color, 
or  condition,  and  especially  to  those  who  are 
duly  organized  as  soldiers  in  the  public  service. 
The  law  of  nations  and  the  usages  and  customs 
of  war,  as  carried  on  by  civilized  powers,  permit 
no  distinction  as  to  color  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  war  as  public  enemies.  To  sell  or 
enslave  any  captured  person  on  account  of  his 
color,  and  for  no  offence  against  the  laws  of  war, 
is  a  relapse  into  barbarism  and  a  crime  against 
the  civilization  of  the  age. 

"  Tlie  government  of  the  United  States  will 
give  the  same  protection  to  all  its  soldiers  and 
if  tlie  enemy  shall  sell  or  enslave  anyone  be- 
cause of  his  color,  the  offence  shall  be  punished 


by  retaliation  upon  the  enemy's  prisoners  in  our 
possession. 

"  It  is  therefore  ordered  tliat  for  every  soldier 
of  the  United  States  killed  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  war  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be  executed; 
and  for  everyone  enslaved  by  the  enemy  or  sold 
into  slavery  a  rebel  soldier  shall  be  placed  at 
hard  labor  on  the  public  works  and  continued 
at  such  labor  until  the  other  shall  be  released  and 
receive  the  treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of  war."  * 

The  Confederate  authorities,  how- 
ever, did  not  persist  in  their  threats 
of  retaliation  and  the  necessity  never 
arose  for  Lincoln  to  enforce  his  proc- 
lamation. There  were,  to  be  sure,  a 
few  instances  of  imprisonment  of  cap- 
tured negroes  as  hostages,  for  which 
a  few  Confederate  captives  were  or- 
dered into  confinement  by  General 
Halleck,  but  the  cases  were  not  pushed 
to  extremity  on  either  side.  E"'or  a 
long  time  the  Confederates  had  used 
negro  slaves  in  their  armies,  finding 
them  especially  valuable  in  building 
fortifications,  but  were  extremely  re- 
luctant to  arm  the  blacks;  and  in  his 
message  of  November  7,  1864,  to  the 
Confederate  Congress,  Davis  said 
that,  until  the  white  population  of  the 
South  should  prove  insufficient,  the 
employment  of  the  negro  as  a  soldier 
would  scarcely  be  deemed  wise  or  ad- 
vantageous. Nevertheless,  if  the  Con- 
federate government  were  ever  con- 
fronted ^vith  the  alternative  of  sub- 
jugation or  the  employment  of  the 
slave  as  a  soldier,  there  was  no  reason 
to  doubt  what  their  decision  would  be.  t 


*  For   complete   text   see   Williams,    The   Negro 
Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  3.50-352. 


•  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
177;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  474-475;  Williams,  The  Negro  Race  in  Amer- 
ica, vol.  ii.,  p.  355. 

^Annual  Encyclopedia  1S64.  p.  697. 
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The  proposition  was  as  unpalatable 
to  the  members  of  the  Confederate 
Congress  as  it  was  to  Davis;  they 
thought  that  if,  as  Davis  suggested, 
the  slaves  were  purchased  and  then 
liberated  as  a  reward  for  faithful 
military  service,  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment would  subscribe  to  the  main 
tenet  of  the  abolition  party  in  the 
North.*  Early  in  1865  Lee  declared 
the  measure  of  emplojdng  negro  sol- 
diers not  only  expedient  but  neces- 
sary, but  even  then  the  Confederate 
Congress  could  not  wholly  conquer 
their  repugnance.  Not  until  March 
30,  1865,  when  the  fall  of  Richmond 


was  imminent,  did  the  Congress  pass 
the  following  act : 

■■  Tliat  if,  under  the  previous  sections  of  this 
act.  the  President  shall  not  be  able  to  raise  a 
sufficient  number  of  troops  to  prosecute  the  war 
successfully  and  maintain  the  sovereignty  of  the 
iStates  and  the  independence  of  the  Confederate 
States,  then  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  on 
each  State,  whenever  he  thinks  it  expedient,  for 
her  quota  of  three  hundred  thousand  troops,  in 
addition  to  those  subject  to  military  service  un- 
der existing  laws,  or  so  many  thereof  as  the 
President  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purposes 
herein  mentioned;  to  be  raised  from  such  of  the 
population,  irrespective  of  color,  in  each  State, 
as  the  proper  authorities  thereof  may  determine." 

This,  however,  resulted  in  little  or 
no  good  to  the  Confederate  armies, 
and  soon  afterward,  with  Lee's  sur- 
render, the  war  ended. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 
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THE    ENEOLMENT    AND    THE    DRAFT. 

Lincoln's  early  calls  for  volunteers  —  Seward's  conferences  —  The  pressing  necessity  for  more  troops  —  Passage 
of  the  Conscription  Act  —  The  draft  riots  in  New  York  City  and  other  places  —  Seymour's  conduct  — 
Confederate  conscriptions. 


The  various  steps  by  which  the 
Union  armies  were  recruited  deserve 
some  notice.  AVhen  Ijincoln  was  in- 
augurated the  Union  armies  num- 
bered about  17,000  men.  On  April  15, 
1861,  Lincoln  issued  his  proclamation 
calling  for  75,000  troops  for  90  days.f 
On  May  3  he  issued  a  call  for  42,034 
volunteers  to  serve  three  years,  un- 
less sooner  discharged.  At  the  same 
time  the  regular  army  was  increased 


*  Pollard.  Life  of  Jefferson  Davis,  pp.  453—454. 
t  L'nder  this  call   91.816  were  iurnislied.     Phis- 
terer,  Statistical  Record,  p.  3. 


by  10  regiments  and  18,000  seamen 
were  ordered  to  be  enlisted.  The  vol- 
unteers were  quickly  raised,  but  the 
recruits  for  the  regular  army  came  in 
so  slowly  that  the  new  regiments  were 
never  fully  organized  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  After  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run  Congress  passed  acts  (July 
22  and  25)  authorizing  the  President 
to  raise  an  army  of  1,000,000  men* 
and  under  these  acts  a  force  of  637,- 
126  men  was  in  the  service  by  the 


*  Under  these  acts   700.6S0  men  were  furnished. 
Phisterer,  ^Statistical  Record,  p.  4. 
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spring   of    1862.     McClellan's    disas- 
trous peninsula  campaign  convinced 
Lincoln  that  the  plan  for  taking  Eich- 
mond  had  failed  and  that  if  the  end 
toward  which  he  was  stri\nng  were  to 
be  attained  the  Union  armies  must  be 
very  largely  increased.     Accordingly, 
Secretary  Seward  went  to  New  York, 
Boston  and  Cleveland  carrying  with 
him  a  letter,  dated  June  28,  1862,  in 
which  Lincoln  plainly  stated  the  need 
for   additional   troops,   and  asserted 
his  determination  to  maintain  the  con- 
test until  it  terminated  in  success  to 
the  Union  cause  or  he  himself  was 
dead.*     After  Seward  had  conferred 
in  New  York  with  influential  men  and 
had  consulted  by  wire  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  Stanton,  it  was 
determined  to  issue  a  circular  to  the 
Northern  governors  asking  them  to 
offer  the  President  the  needed  rein- 
forcements.!    Accordingly,  on  July  2, 
a  formal  correspondence  appeared  in 
the   newspapers   purporting   to   be   a 
voluntary  request  from  18  governors 
that  the  President  call  upon  the  sev- 
eral States  for  men  enough  to  till  up 
all  military  organizations  in  the  field 
and    to    supply   whatever    additional 
troops     he     deemed     necessary     to 
"  speedily  crush  the  rebellion."     The 
President's    reply   was   printed   also 
and  announced  his  decision  to  call  into 
the    service    an    additional    force    of 


Xicolay   and   Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 


116. 


t  The  correspondence  between  Seward  and  Stan- 
ton is  in  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
vi.,  pp.  116-118. 


.'300,000  men,*  which  he  did  the  same 
day.     He   anticipated   that  the   new 
levy  would  be  easily  obtained t  and  it 
was  evident  from  the  first  that  the 
people  would  accord  the  Government 
hearty     support^      But    after    Mc- 
Clellan's   disastrous   peninsula   cam- 
paign   the    need   for    troops   became 
more  and  more  pressing,  so  that  on 
August  4, 1862,  a  further  call  for  300,- 
000  militia  for  nine  months'  service 
was  issued  and  in  some  States  a  draft 
from  the  militia  was  ordered,  the  re- 
sults of  which  were  not  very  satis- 
factory.ll     Early   in   1863   it  became 
evident  that  volunteering  would  not 
furnish    the    necessary    number    of 
troops  and  in  February  of  1803  a  bill 
was  introduced  in  the  Senate  for  en- 
rolling and  calling  out  the  National 
forces.     The  Democratic  Senators  at- 
tacked  it    as    being   unconstitutional 
and  subversive  of  the  liberties  of  the 
country.     It  was  defended  by  Henry 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Jacob 
CoUamer,  of  Vermont,  and  was  soon 
passed.     It  came  up  for  consideration 
in   the   House    on   February   23    and 
there  too  was  subjected  to  fierce  at- 
tacks by  the  Democrats,  who  charged 
that  the  President  proposed  to  estab- 
lish an  irresponsible   despotism  and 
to  destroy  constitutional  liberty;  but 
a  few  unimportant  amendments  were 

*  Moore,  h'chcllion  Record,  vol.  v..  Docs.,  I'P- 
.=i47-548;    Seward,   Life  of  Scicard.   vol.   iii.,  cbap. 

xiii. 

t  Lincoln's  Complete   Works,   vol.   ii.,  p.  218. 

t  Under  this  call  421,46.5  men  were  furnished. 
Phiftterer,  Statistical  Record,  p.  5. 

II  Under  this  call  only  87 ,.588  men  were  fur- 
nished.    Phisterer,  Statistical  Record,  p.  5. 
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attached  to  the  bill  which   was  then 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate.    After 
another  debate,  scarcely  less  passion- 
ate than  the  first,  the  House  amend- 
ments   were    accepted,    the    bill    was 
finally  passed,  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  March  3,  1863.   This 
act,  known  as  the  Conscription  Act, 
operated  directly  on  the  people  of  the 
country  instead  of  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  States.     The  act  declared 
that,  with  certain  exceptions,  all  able- 
bodied   male   citizens   of   the   United 
States  and  foreigners  intending  to  be- 
come citizens,  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  45  years,  were  subject  to  enrol- 
ment A  provost-marshal-general  was 
to  be  appointed  by  the  President  and 
the  States  were  to  be  divided  into  dis- 
tricts coinciding  with  those  for  the 
election  of  Congressmen,  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  Territories  form- 
ing   additional    districts.     For    each 
district    a   provost-marshal   was    au- 
thorized, with  whom  w-as  associated 
a  commissioner  and  a  surgeon.     Col- 
onel James  B.  Fry,  an  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general of  the  army,  was  ap- 
pointed provost-marshal-general  with 
his  ofiSce  at  Washington,  and  army  of- 
ficers  selected  for  their  administra- 
tive ability  were  appointed  provost- 
marshals  for  the  several  States. 

The  enrolment  began  in  the  latter 
part  of  May  and  showed  that  there 
were  more  than  3,000,000  men  liable 
to  military  duty.  Before  procedure 
actually  began,  one-fifth  the  number 
of  men  subject  to  the  draft  (between 
the  ages  of  20  and  45),  was  adopted 


as   the   quota  of  a   district  and  the 
boards    in    charge    apportioned    this 
quota   among  the   towns   and   wards 
forming  sub-districts  so  that  the  num- 
ber  of  men  required   would   be   fur- 
nished.    Each  amenable  name  in  the 
sub-district  was  written  upon  a  sep- 
arate piece  of  paper  and  placed  in  a 
box  wdiich  was  then  made  to  revolve 
and  a  name  was  drawn  out  and  regis- 
tered.    This    process   was    continued 
until  the  required  number  of  names 
had     been     obtained.       The     person 
drafted  was  obliged  to  report  imme- 
diately for  duty  under  a  penalty,  un- 
less he  furnished  a  substitute  or  paid 
$300  computation  money.* 

The    most    serious    opposition    ex- 
perienced during  the  progress  of  the 
enrolment  came  from  Governor  Sey- 
mour  of  New  York.     SejTuour  had 
been  elected  governor  of  New  York 
upon  a  platform  denouncing  the  war 
measures  which  the  National  Govern- 
ment had  found  necessary,  and  when 
inaugurated  on  January  1,  1863,  he 
clearly    intijnated     that    his     policy 
would  be  to  maintain  and  defend  the 
sovereignty   and   jurisdiction    of   his 
State.      Seymour    believed    that    the 
Conscription    Act    violated    the    su- 
preme constitutional  law  and  he  con- 
stantly accused  the  National  Admin- 
istration of  an  unfair  and  partisan 
execution   of  the   law.     He   attacked 
the  proceedings  of  the  provost-mar- 
shals and  charged  them  with  neglect 
and  contumacy  toward  himself.     The 

*  See  Appleton's  Annual  Encyclopedia  for  1863, 
pp.    361-371. 


THE  DKAFT  RIOTS. 


28.1 


National  Government  did  everything 
possible  to  appoint  enrolment  officers 
acceptable  to  the  governor.     General 
Fry  himself  came  of  a  distinguished 
Democratic  family  and  the  three  pro- 
vost-marshal-generals   appointed   for 
New  York  were  chosen  among  those 
"  who  would  be  likely  to  secure  the 
favor  and  cooperation  of  the  authori- 
ties and  the  people  of  New  York."* 
They  were  instructed  to  give  the  gov- 
ernor's views  and  wishes  due  weight 
in  determining  the  best  interests  of 
the  Government  and  to  secure  the  aid 
and  hearty  cooperation  of  the  gov- 
ernor,    State     officers     and     people. 
Nevertheless     "  Governor     Seymour 
gave  no  assistance;  in  fact,  so  far  as 
the   government   officers   engaged  in 
the   enrolment  could  learn,   he   gave 
the  subject  no  attention,  "t    The  en- 
rolment was  carried  along  as  rapidly 
as  possible  and  upon  its  completion 
the  orders  for  drafting  in  the  State 
of  New  York  were  issued  on  July  1. 
On  July  7  the  draft  began  in  Rhode 
Island,   the    next   day   in   Massachu- 
setts, and  proceeded  quietly  in  vari- 
ous districts  until  Saturday,  July  11, 
when  the  drafts  began  in  New  York. 
In    the    9th    Congressional    district, 
which  was  inhabited  mainly  by  labor- 
ers, chiefly  of  foreign  birth,  and  was 
a  Democratic  stronghold,  the  drafting 
office  was  at  Third  Avenue  and  -iGth 
Street.     More  or  less  trouble  was  ap- 
prehended and  the  police  were  held 


•James   B.  Fry,  Vetr   YorJ:   a>,d   the   Conscrip- 
tion of  1SG3,  p.  14. 

t  Fry.   .Vph-   York   and   the    Conf:cripti<m.   p.    IS 


in  readiness  for  any  emergency.     A 
large  crowd  assembled,   and  though 
over  1,200  names  were  drawn  in  the 
district  the  day  passed  without  dis- 
turbance.    Good  humor  prevailed  and 
the  officers  in  charge  were  convinced 
that   there   was   no    further    danger. 
The  names  drawn  on  Saturday,  being 
nearly  all  of  mechanics  and  laborers, 
were  published  in  the  Sunday  news- 
papers, and  as  they  began  to  realize 
the  meaning  of  compulsory  military 
service  for  three  years  they  became 
desperate,    while    their    wives     and 
mothers  abandoned  themselves  to  ex- 
citement and  rage.    Furthermore,  the 
Democratic  political  leaders  aroused 
much  bitterness  of  feeling  by  repre- 
senting exemption  through  the  pay- 
ment of  $300  as  a  privilege  of  the  rich 
at  the  expense  of  the  poor.     Many  of 
the   poorer   conscripts   organized   by 
the  poUtical  leaders,  meeting  secretly, 
formed  associations  to  resist;  and  on 
the  next  morning,  Monday,  July  13, 
organized  bodies  of  men  went  from 
yard  to  yard  and  from  shop  to  shop 
compelling  those  at  work  to  leave  and 
join  the  procession  which  was  march- 
ing   toward    the    corner    of    Third 
Avenue    and    46th    Street.      At    10 
o'clock  the  drawing  was  resumed  and 
at  each  revolution  a  blindfolded  man 
drew  out  a  name  which  was  read  by 
the  provost-marshal  to  the  assembled 
mechanics    and   laborers.     For    some 
time    everything    proceeded    quietly 
and   a   number    of   names   had   been 
called  and  recorded.     Suddenly  a  pis- 
tol shot  was  fired  in  the  street  and  a 
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large  paving  stone  came  crashing 
througli  the  window,  landing  on  the 
reporters'  table.  In  another  moment 
a  volley  of  stones  flew  through  the 
window,  stopping  the  proceedings. 
The  crowd,  kindled  into  fury  by  its 
own  act,  speedily  became  a  howling- 
mob.  They  attacked  the  building, 
broke  in  the  door,  drove  out  the  pro- 
vost-marshal and  his  deputies, 
wrecked  everything  inside  but  the 
wheel,  beat  one  of  the  deputies  into 
insensibility,  broke  up  tlie  furniture 
and  set  fire  to  the  building.  The 
whole  block  was  soon  in  flames,  but 
when  the  firemen  arrived  the  hydrants 
were  denied  them  until  the  conflagra- 
tion was  beyond  control.  This  furious 
outburst  completely  surprised  the  au- 
thorities. The  militia  were  nearly  all 
in  Pennsylvania  and  the  few  garrison 
regulars  and  marines  were  under  dif- 
ferent commanders  who  held  separate 
authority  with  no  deciding  power. 
There  was  only  a  handful  of  troops 
in  the  harbor,  and  having  possession 
of  the  street  railways  the  mob  for  a 
time  prevented  a  rapid  concentration 
of  these  companies,  while  the  police 
wei'e  wholly  inadequate  to  deal  with 
the  situation.  The  superintendent  of 
police  approached  the  devastated 
area  on  a  tour  of  inspection  and, 
though  not  in  uniform,  was  recog- 
nized, set  upon,  badly  beaten,  and 
barely  escaped  with  his  life.  The 
mob  increased  and  began  wreaking 
vengeance  on  political  opponents  and 
their  property.  Fifty  marines  sent 
to  disperse  the  46th  Street  mob  were 


stopped  and  pelted  with  stones.  The 
soldiers  fired  blank  cartridges  into  the 
mol),  but  they  were  instantly  chased 
by  the  rioters,  overpowered,  their 
nuiskets  taken  awaj',  and  many  of 
them  cruelly  beaten.  This  changed 
the  mob's  attitude  from  defence  to 
aggression.  A  strong  squad  of  police 
appeared  and  received  a  volley  of 
stones.  They  drew  their  clubs  and 
revolvers  and  charged  the  crowd,  but 
in  a  few  minutes  were  compelled  by 
overpowering  numbers  to  retreat. 
Excitement  and  drink  inflamed  the 
mob  to  frenzy.  The  proprietor  of  the 
Bull's  Head  Hotel  on  44th  Street  re- 
fused to  give  the  mob  liquor,  and  his 
hotel  was  burned  to  the  ground.  The 
residence  of  the  mayor  on  Fifth 
Avenue  was  attacked  and  the  entire 
block  at  Broadway  and  29th  Street', 
which  contained  the  headquarters  of 
the  provost-marshal  of  the  Eighth 
district,  was  burned,  as  was  also  the 
headquarters  of  the  Fifth  district. 
The  fire  engines  responded  to  the 
alarms,  but  some  of  the  firemen  had 
been  drafted  on  Saturday  and  sym- 
pathized with  the  mob,  thus  rendering 
little  aid  in  checking  the  flames  in  the 
odious  buildings.  The  wrath  of  the 
mob  then  turned  on  the  negroes,  since 
they  were  considered  the  cause  of  the 
"  Black  Republican  war."  Hotels 
and  restaurants  having  colored  serv- 
ants "were  invaded  in  search  of  them 
and  the  movables  smashed  or  stolen. 
A  number  of  negroes  were  beaten  and 
stoned  to  death,  hanged  to  trees  and 
lamp  posts  and  burned  as  they  hung. 
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Late    in    the    afternoon    the    colored 
orphan  asylum  at  Fifth  Avenue  and 
44th  Street,  containing  between  700 
and    800    children    and    nurses,    was 
broken  into  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of 
the  few  policemen  present  to  defend 
it.     The  few  minutes '  delay,  however, 
enabled  the  inmates  to  escape,  where- 
upon  the    asylum   was   broken   into, 
sacked,  and  set  afire.    The  armory  on 
Second  Avenue  was  broken  open  with 
sledge  hammers  and  stones  to  secure 
the  arms,  the  police  who  bravely  de- 
fended it  being  driven  out  and  the 
building  then  set  afire.     Next  to  the 
negroes   the   rioters   hated  abolition- 
ists and  radical  Republicans.     They 
hunted  for  Horace  Greeley  and,  fail- 
ing in  their  search,  attacked  the  office 
of  the  Tribune,  rushed  into  the  count- 
ing room,  seized  the  newspapers,  gut- 
ted the  office  and  were  about  to  set  the 
Ijuikling  on  fire  when  a  strong  force 
of  police  dispersed  the  mob.     All  that 
day  and  night  the  city  was   at  the 
mercy  of  the  mob,  for  the  police  had 
been  able  to  act  only  on  the  defensive. 
At  midnight  the  sky  was  aflame  with 
the  glow  of  burning  buildings,  but  a 
heavy  rainfall  quenched  the  fires  and 
dispersed  the  rioters  for  a  time.     On 
Tuesday  the  malignant  character  of 
the   mob   seemed  to   have   increased. 
Apparently    they    were    masters    of 
everything.     They  pursued,  assaulted 
and    murdered     every    negro     man, 
woman   and   cliild   who   came   within 
their  reach  and  plundered  stores  and 
dwellings   \nth  impunity.     The   riot- 
ers, who  had  no  leader,  were  armed 
Vol.  VIII  —  19 


witli  pistols,  guns,  bludgeons,  pitch- 
forks and  pieces  of  old  scrap  iron,  and 
while     making     few     demonstrations 
downtown  held  complete  possession  of 
the  city  from  Union  Square  to  Cen- 
tral   Park.     The    burning    of   houses 
continued,  the  street  cars  and  onmi- 
buses    ceased    to    run    and    railroad 
tracks     were     torn    up.      Lieutenant 
Wood  with  150  regulars  from  Fort 
Lafaj-ette  fired  a  ball  cartridge  into 
a  mob,  killed  a  dozen  men  and  broke 
up  the  gathering;  but  his  small  force 
was    entirely   powerless    against   the 
numerous  large  bands  running  amuck 
through    the    city.      Colonel    H.    T. 
O'Brien,  who  had  sprained  his  ankle 
while  dispersing  a  mob,  stepped  into 
a  drug  store  for  assistance  while  his 
detachment  passed  on.     He  was  or- 
dered by  the  terrified  proprietor  to 
leave  the  store,  and  as  he  went  out  the 
howling  mob  set  upon  him,  beat  him 
and  trampled  him  into  unconscious- 
ness.    For  several  hours  the  savage 
brutes  dragged  liis  body  through  the 
streets  and  then,  shouting  and  yelling, 
threw  the  helpless  form  in  front  of  his 
own  door.    There  a  priest  endeavored 
to  read  the  last  offices  for  the  dying 
over  the  unfortunate  colonel,  but  the 
brutal  ruffians  thrust  the  priest  aside 
and  closed  the  ceremonies  by  dancing 
upon  the  corpse.*     Mayor  Opdyke  is- 
sued a  proclamation,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose.    Governor  Seymour  on  receipt 
of  the  frightful  news  hastened  from 
Long  Branch  to  New  York,  and  at 

*Wicolay   and    Hay,    Life   of   Lincoln,   vol.    vii., 
pp.  21-22. 


2S4 


THE  DRAFT  KIOTS. 


110011  on  Tuesday  addressed  a  large 
crowd  from  the  city  hall  steps,  beg- 
ging them  to  preserve  peace  and  order 
and  stating  that  he  had  sent  his  adju- 
tant to  Washington  to  confer  with  the 
authorities   there   to  have   the   draft 
suspended.     On    the    14th   he    issued 
two   proclamations,   one   mildly   con- 
demning the  riot  and  calling  on  those 
engaged  in  it  to  retire  to  their  homes, 
and  the  other  declaring  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  under  martial 
law.      General    Wool    and    General 
Sandford,   commanders   of   the   New 
York  State  National  Guard,  cooper- 
ated with  the  governor  and  mayor  to 
restore  order.     Wool  brought  all  the 
soldiers  except  small  guards  from  the 
forts  in  the  harbor  to  the  city,  ob- 
tained a  reinforcement  from  the  navy 
yard  and  brought   a  company  from 
West  Point,  in  all  about  800  troops. 
All  the  militia  at  home  were  ordered 
on  duty  and  the  military  were  aided 
by  the  metropolitan  pohce,  who  at  this 
time  numbered  about  2,000  men.    The 
rioters  were  repulsed  in  their  attacks 
on  two  arsenals,  and  after  a  bloody 
fight  in  Second  Avenue  the  police  re- 
captured a  lot  of  carbines  stolen  from 
a  factory.     The  gas  works,  ship  yards 
and  manufactories  threatened  by  the 
mob  were  protected  and  the  Treasury 
building  Avas   guarded   by   two   com- 
panies.    In  the  East  River  a  gunboat 
was  stationed  ready  to  open  fire  on 
Wall    and    Pine    Streets    when    the 
proper  signal  should  be  given.     Mobs 
were  dispersed  in  Broadway,  7th,  8th, 
9th  and  10th  Avenues  and  in  the  cross 


streets  from  27th  to  32d  Streets.  The 
barricades  in  29th  Street  were 
stormed  and  carried  and  a  stiff  fight 
took  place  in  12d  Street.  The  military 
and  police  soon  abandoned  the  use  of 
blank  cartridges  and  resorted  to  the 
bullet.  A  large  number  of  the  mob 
were  killed,  but  this  taste  of  blood  and 
the  sight  of  their  own  dead  only  in- 
creased the  frenzy. 

louring    Wednesday,    July   15,    the 
riot  was  still  active,  though  greatly 
reduced  in  its  capacity  for  mischief. 
In   the   afternoon  the   assistant  pro- 
vost-marshal. General  Robert  Nugent, 
announced   that   the   draft   had  been 
suspended    in    New    York    City    and 
Brooklyn.*     On    the    same    day    the 
militia  regiments  which  had  been  sent 
to  Pennsylvania  began  to  arrive  in 
the  city.  Cannon  and  howitzers  raked 
the  streets  and  harsh  measures  were 
used  to  repress  the  mobs  who  still, 
with   rash   boldness,   continued   their 
depredations.     On  the  16th  more  regi- 
ments reached  the  city  and  continued 
the  work,  capturing  large  quantities 
of  arms  from  the   rioters.     Isolated 
gangs  prowled  around,  but  they  were 
mere  criminals  and  soon  slunk  away. 
For  several  days  cavalry  and  other 
troops  were   on  duty  patrolling  the 
streets  and  enforcing  order,  but  there 
was  no  further  attempt  at  riot  and 
the  city  resumed  its  usual  peaceful 
course.     The    exact    number    of    the 
killed  during  these  fearful  days  is  not 
known.     The  bills  of  mortality  for  the 
week  were  450  above  the  average;  90 

'  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  903. 
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deaths  from  gunshot  wounds  were  re- 
ported; and  it  is  said  that  many  riot- 
ers were  secretly  buried  by  their 
friends.  Claims  for  property  dam- 
age amounting  to  more  than  $2,500,- 
000  .were  filed  and,  though  heavily 
scaled,  about  $1,500,000  was  paid.* 

There  were  riotous  demonstrations 
in  other  places,  but  none  of  such  for- 
midable proportions  as  those  in  New 
York.  (Jn  the  night  of  July  15a  draft 
riot  broke  out  in  Boston,  which  for  a 
time  threatened  to  be  serious.  At 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  there 
was  an  incipient  riot  on  the  day  of 
drafting  and  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio, 
in  June,  there  was  a  similar  disturb- 
ance, but  these  were  quickly  sup- 
pressed. Leading  Unionists  in  Phil- 
adelphia, fearing  a  riot,  besought  the 


*  On  the  draft  riots  see  Official  Records,  vol. 
xxvii.,  pt.  ii.;  Nicolay  and  Ha.y,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  vii.,  chap.  i. ;  Fry,  New  York  and  the  Con- 
scription of  1863 ;  D.  M.  Barnes,  The  Draft  Riots 
in  'Sew  York,  July,  18SS.  The  Metropolitan  Po- 
lice, their  Services  during  Riot  ^yerk,  their  Hon- 
orable Record;  Greelej',  The  Atncrican  Conflict, 
vol.  ii.;  The  Bloody  ^yeek.  Riot,  Murder,  and 
Arson,  Containing  a  full  Account  of  this  Whole- 
sale Outrage  on  Life  and  Property.  Accuratclii 
Prepared  form  Official  Sources,  hy  Eye  Witnesses, 
(1863)  ;  Dix,  Memoirs  of  J.  A.  Dix,  vol.  ii.:  Vin- 
cent Colyer,  To  the  Memory  of  the  Martyrs  Slain 
in  the  Riots  of  July,  1863;  Emerson,  Life  of 
A.  U.  Gibbons,  vol.  ii.;  Rhodes,  United  States. 
vol.  v.,  pp.  321-328';  The  Volcano  under  the  City, 
by  a  Volunteer  Special;  Three  Days'  Reign  of 
Terror,  or  the  July  Riots  in  1863  in  Xew  York: 
Life  of  Thurlow  Weed,  vol.  ii.;  Appleton's  An- 
nual Encyclopedia  for  1863;  Seymour,  Vallandig- 
ham  and  the  Riots  of  1863;  History  and  Report 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Riot  Relief  Fund  (1866)  ; 
An  Act  to  Recognize  the  Brave  Conduct  of  the 
Members  of  the  Police  Force  of  the  City  of  .Vnc 
York  for  their  Service  in  Suppressing  the  Draft 
Riots  of  July,  1863  {New  York  State  Senate  Doc. 
97). 


President  to  stop  the  draft,  and  a 
similar  appeal  was  made  from  Chi- 
cago. By  recruiting  and  volunteer- 
ing the  necessity  of  a  draft  was 
avoided  in  Illinois  until  the  next 
year.  Finally  public  peace  was  re- 
stored there  without  groat  loss  to  the 
rioters.* 

Following  the  draft  riots  Seymour 
sent  Samuel  J.  Tilden  and  other  prom- 
inent citizens  to  Washington  to  urge 
the  President  to  suspend  the  draft, 
but  Lincoln  refused.!  Governor  Sey- 
mour, however,  continued  an  active 
campaign  against  the  proceeding.  On 
()ctober  17  another  call  was  made  for 
;]00,000  volunteers,  and  at  the  same 
time  it  was  ordered  that  a  draft 
should  be  made  for  all  deficiencies 
existing  on  January  5  following,  on 
the  quotas  assigned  to  districts  by  the 
War  Department.  On  July  18,  1864, 
Lincoln  made  a  third  call  for  troops, 
whereupon  Seymour  promptly  re- 
newed his  protests.  He  raised  no 
new  points,  but  made  the  same  old 
complaints  of  excessive  quotas  and  of 
unfair,  unequal,  and  oppressive  ac- 
tion. He  called  for  a  commission  to 
investigate  errors  and  frauds,  but 
Stanton  refused.!  In  the  autumn  of 
186-4  the  voters  of  New  York  retired 
Seymour  to  private  life  and  his  suc- 
cessor. Governor  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 

*  See  Appleton's  Annual  Encyclopedia  for  1863, 
pp.  817-818. 

t  See  the  correspondence  in  Fry,  New  York  and 
the  Conscription,  p.  34  et  seq.;  Lincoln's  Complete 
Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  382;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  chap.   ii. 

}  Fry,  New  York  and  the  Conscription,  pp.  59- 
61. 


286 


CO.X  FEDEKATE  CONSCIUPTIONS. 


gave  hearty  support  to  the  Govern- 
ment.* 

The  Confederates  also  had  their 
own  troubles  with  enlistments.  Be- 
fore the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  the 
Confederate  Congress  had  authorized 
the  raising  of  an  army  of  100,000  men. 
Davis  called  into  service  36,900  men 
and  immediately  after  the  opening  of 
hostihties  called  for  32,000  more.  On 
May  8  Davis  was  given  almost  un- 
limited power  to  accept  the  services 
of  volunteers  without  regard  to  place 
of  enlistment,  and  a  few  days  later  he 
was  relieved  by  statute  of  the  delays 
and  limitations  of  formal  calls.  In 
Decem'ber  of  1861  the  term  of  en- 
listment was  changed  from  one  to 
three  years,  a  bounty  of  $50  being 
given  as  compensation.  During  the 
winter  recruiting  languished,  and  sev- 
eral statutes  were  passed,  but  with 
little  result.  Accordingly  on  April 
16,  1862,  the  Confederate  Congress 
passed  a  Conscription  Act  authorizing 
the  enrolment  of  white  residents  of 
the  Confederate  States  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  35  years  not  legally 
exempt  from  service,  and  arbitrarily 
lengthening  to  three  years  the  terms 
of  those  already  enlisted.  Various 
acts  were  passed  so  as  not  to  hinder 


*  For  Lincoln's  opinion  on  the  draft,  see  Nice- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  49-.57. 


the  ordinary  routine  of  civil  life,  one 
of  the  most  difficult  problems  to  solve 
being  the  question  of  overseers  of 
plantations.  On  October  11,  1862,  a 
law  was  passed  exempting  one  man 
for  every  plantation  of  20  negroes. 
From  time  to  time  this  system  was 
extended,  but  owners  of  slaves  were 
obliged  to  pay  $500  a  year  for  each 
exemption.  One  statute  provided 
that  on  plantations  where  these  ex- 
emptions were  granted  the  exempt 
should  pay  200  pounds  of  meat  for 
every  able-bodied  slave  on  the  planta- 
tion. Gradually  all  exemptions  as  of 
right  were  legislated  away  and  the 
whole  subject  was  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  executive,  which  placed 
him  in  a  position  not  calculated  to  add 
to  his  popularity.  In  September  of 
1862,  the  age  limit  was  extended  from 
18  and  35  to  18  and  45  years,  and  in 
February  of  1864  all  w^hite  residents 
between  17  and  50  were  liable  to  mili- 
tary service.  The  laws,  however,  were 
not  carried  out  systematically  and 
thoroughly,  and  the  Confederate  gen- 
erals constantly  complained  of  receiv- 
ing no  recruits.  Finally  the  situation 
became  so  bad  that  the  chief  of  the 
bureau  of  conscription  at  Richmond 
reported  that  the  functions  of  his 
bureau  might  terminate  at  the  close 
of  1864. 
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CHAPTER    XXIV. 

1863. 

DUPONT   BEFORE    CHARLESTON. 

Attempt  of  the  Princess  Roijal  to  run  the  blockade  —  The  battle  between  the  Palmetto  State  and  Chicora  and 
the  Union  fleet  —  Destruction  of  the  privateer  Nashttille  —  The  bombardment  of  J'ort  McAlhster  —  The 
fortifications  at  Charleston  —  DuPont's  attack  and  repulse — ^  Capture  of  the  Confederate  ia,m  Atlanta. 


In  the  Department  of  the  South 
little  of  any  importance  had  been  ac- 
complished owing  to  the  weakness  of 
the  force  under  the  commander  of  this 
department.  The  coast  blockade  had 
been  maintained  with  energy  and  effi- 
ciency, though  many  fast-sailing 
steamers  succeeded  in  eluding  the 
cordon  of  warships.  The  Confederate 
government  protested  to  foreign  na- 
tions against  the  recognition  of  the 
blockade,  upon  the  assertion  that  it 
was  ineffective.  To  prove  this,  a  dar- 
ing movement  was  undertaken  by  the 
Confederate  vessels  in  the  vicinity  of 
Charleston.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
January  29, 1863,  an  ironclad  steamer, 
the  Princess  Royal,  attempted  to  run 
the  blockade  into  the  harbor.  The 
Union  gimboat  Unadilla  gave  chase, 
and  after  a  couple  of  shots  were  fired 
at  her  the  Princess  Royal  was  run 
ashore  and  abandoned,  the  Unadilla 
assuming  possession  of  her.  Two 
days  later  she  was  taken  to  Port 
Royal  and  subsequently  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia for  repairs. 

Thereupon  the  Confederates  deter- 
mined to  attempt  the  recapture  of 
Port  Royal  and  to  attack  the  blockad- 
ing squadron.     Two  of  the  strongest 


of  the  Union  vessels  were  absent,  coal- 
ing at  Port  Royal,  and  only  one  vessel 
of  any  strength,  the  Housatonic,  to- 
gether with  the  Ottawa  and  Unadilla 
and  seven  other  purchased  vessels, 
remained  to  cope  with  the  Confeder- 
ate ironclads.  At  4  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  January  1,  during  the  ob- 
scurity of  a  thick  haze,  the  Confeder- 
ate ram  Palmetto  State  followed  by 
the  Chicora,  steamed  out  of  the  har- 
bor. The  Palmetto  State  steered  di- 
rectly for  the  steamer  Mercedita, 
which  was  almost  immediately  ren- 
dered helpless  by  the  explosion  in  her 
boiler  of  a  large  shell  fired  by  the  ram. 
The  Mercedita  gave  up  the  contest 
and  her  officers  and  crew  having  sur- 
rendered were  parolled  by  Captain 
D.  N.  Ingraham  of  the  Palmetto 
State.  About  the  same  time  the  Chic- 
ora attacked  the  Keystone  State  and 
was  joined  by  the  Palmetto  State  as 
soon  as  she  had  disabled  the  Merce- 
dita. The  Keystone  State  was  mak- 
ing a  determined  resistance  when  a 
shell  exploded  in  her  fore  hold  and 
set  her  on  fire.  This  was  quickly  sub- 
dued and  she  then  bore  down  under 
full  head  of  steam  with  the  intention 
of  ramming  the  nearest  Confederate 
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vessel,  but  a  shot  having  passed 
through  her  steam  chests,  she  became 
virtually  powerless  and  accomplished 
nothing.  By  this  time  the  Housatonic 
was  well  under  way  and  going  in 
as  close  as  the  shoals  permitted 
opened  rapid  fire  on  the  rams,  soon 
driving  them  back  to  the  protection  of 
the  forts.  The  Mercedifa  and  Key- 
stone State  were  then  sent  to  Port 
Royal  for  repairs.*  Though  no  prac- 
tical advantage  had  been  gained  by 
the  Confederates,  they  took  the 
ground  that  the  blockading  fleet  had 
been  dispersed  and  the  blockade 
raised.! 

The  battle  of  the  Merrimac  and 
Monitor  on  March  9,  1862,  completely 
revolutionized  the  methods  of  naval 
warfare  for  the  entire  world,  and  the 
clamor  in  the  North  for  ironclad  ships 
became  so  widespread  and  insistent 
that  the  construction  of  such  vessels 
was  immediately  begun  and  vigor- 
ously pushed.  Several  vessels  of  the 
monitor  type  had  been  added  to  the 
squadron  of  Rear  Admiral  Samuel  F. 
DuPont.  He  was  anxious  to  test  the 
new  vessels  and  the  opportunity  soon 
came.  In  the  latter  part  of  January 
he  sent  the  Montank  under  Com- 
mander Worden  to  the  Ogeechee  River 
opening  into  the  Ossabaw  Sound  on 
the  Georgia  coast  and  thi'ough 
which  there  was  an  approach  to  within 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p.  28 ;  Maclay, 
History  of  the  yavij,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  505-508;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  xii.,  pp.  67-71; 
W.  H.  Parker,  Kerollections  of  a  Xaval  Officer. 

t  See  the  proclamation  of  Beauregard  and  In- 
graham  in  Official  Records,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  205. 


ten  miles  of  Savannah.  The  Confed- 
erate blockade  runner  Nashville  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  Ogeechee  in  July 
of  1862,  and  was  compelled  by  the 
blockading  fleet  to  remain  there.  For 
seven  months  she  had  been  confined 
to  the  river,  the  defences  of  which  had 
been  strengthened  in  the  meantime  by 
various  obstructions  and  by  tlie  erec- 
tion of  Fort  McAllister  at  an  advan- 
tageous bend  of  the  stream.  To  de- 
stroy these  works  and  capture  the 
Nashville  was  the  object  proposed. 
Accordingly,  on  Januarj"  27,  Com- 
mander Worden  began  the  attack  on 
the  fort  with  the  Montank,  Seneca  and 
three  other  gunboats  of  the  blockad- 
ing squadron.  For  five  hours  the  ar- 
tillery duel  was  maintained  chiefly  be- 
tween the  fort  and  the  Montauk,  the 
latter  being  struck  13  times,  though 
with  little  or  no  damage.*  Again  on 
February  1  Commander  Worden  took 
Ms  boats  within  1,000  yards  of  the 
fort  but  inflicted  no  damage  upon  it. 
In  this  second  action  the  Montauk  re- 
ceived 61  shots,  her  smokestack  was 
riddled,  and  her  flagstaff  was  carried 
away.f  On  the  27th  Worden  ob- 
served the  Nashville  in  motion  and 
apparently  in  trouble.  In  his  report 
the  next  day  Worden  says : 

"A  reconnaissance  immediately  made  proved 
tliat  in  moving  up  the  river  she  had  grounded 
in  that  part  of  the  river  known  as  the  seven- 
miles'  reach.  Believing  that  I  could,  by  ap- 
proacliing  close  to  the  battery,  reach  and  destroy 
her  with  my  battery,  I  moved  up  at  daylight  this 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p.  28. 

t  Maclay  (History  of  the  Aavy,  vol.  ii.,  p.  510) 
says  the  Montauk  was  struck  only  46  times  in 
this  second  attack, 
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morning,  accompanied  by  tlio  blockading  fleet  in 
these  waters,  consisting  of  the  Seneca,  Lieut.- 
Cummander  Gibson;  tlie  \V  issahichon,  Lieut. - 
Commander  Davis,  and  tlie  Dunn,  Acting-Lieut.- 
Commander  Barnes.  By  movin<;  up  close  to  the  ob- 
structions in  the  river,  I  was  enabled,  although 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  battery,  to  approach 
the  Xashvillc,  still  aground,  within  tlie  distance 
of  1,200  yards.  A  few  well-directed  shells  de- 
termined tlie  range,  and  soon  succeeded  in  strik- 
ing her  with  11-inch  and  15-inch  shells.  The 
other  gun  boats  maintained  a  fire  from  an  en- 
filaded position  upon  the  battery,  and  the  Nash- 
ville at  long  range.  I  soon  had  the  satisfaction 
of  observing  that  the  yashvtllc  had  caught  fire, 
from  the  shells  exploding  in  her,  in  several  places : 
and  in  less  than  twenty  minutes  she  was  caught 
in  flames  forward,  aft  and  amidships.  At  9,20 
A,  M,  a  large  pivot-gun,  mounted  abaft  her  fore- 
mast, exploded  from  the  heat ;  at  fl.40  her  smoke- 
chimney  went  by  the  board:  and  at  9.53  her  mag- 
azine exploded  with  terrific  violence,  sliatteriiig 
her  in  smoking  ruins.  Xothing  remains  of  her. 
The  battery  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  upon  this 
vessel,  but  struck  her  but  five  times,  doing  no 
damage  whatever.  The  fire  upon  the  other  gun 
boats  was  wild  and  did  them  no  damage  whatever. 
After  assuring  myself  of  the  complete  destruc- 
tion of  the  XashviUc,  I,  preceded  liy  the  wooden 
vessels,  dropped  down  beyond  the  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns.  In  so  doing,  a  torpedo  exploded  un- 
der this  vessel,  inflicting,  however,  but  little  in 
jury.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you. 
sir,  upon  this  final  disposition  of  a  vessel  which 
has  so  long  been  in  the  minds  of  the  public  as  a 
troublesome  pest,"  * 

This,  however,  did  nut  ouiivince  Du- 
Pont  and  he  decided  to  make  another 
attack  on  Fort  McAllister.  On  j\Iarch 
3  Captain  Percival  Drayton  with  the 
Passaic,  the  Patapsco,  and  tlie  Naluait 
made  a  concentrated  attack  npon  Fort 
McAllister.  Three  mortar  boats  were 
added  to  the  attacking  force,  and,  tak- 
ing shelter  behind  the  bend  of  the 
stream,  opened  fire,  followed  by  the 
Montauk.    The  firing  was  maintained 


*  See  also  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv..  p.  29 ; 
Maclay,  history  of  the  Kavn,  vol.  ii.,  p.  510;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  201-214, 


(luring  the  day  and  by  the  mortar  boats 
(luring  the  night,  but  was  interesting 
chiefly  as  a  matter  of  target  practice. 
The  mass  of  metal  thrown  against  the 
fort  did  little  damage  beyond  disab- 
ling two  of  the  guns.  DuPont  was  con- 
vinced that  the  value  of  these  vessels 
was  much  over-rated,  for  in  a  dispatch 
dated  January  28, 1863,  he  says :  "  My 
own  previous  impression  of  these  ves- 
sels expressed  frequently  to  Assist- 
ant Secretary  Fox  has  been  confirmed, 
viz.,  that  whatever  degree  of  impene- 
trability they  might  have,  there  was 
no  corresponding  quality  of  aggres- 
sion or  destruction  as  against  forts." 
He  said  later:  "This  experiment 
also  convinced  me  of  another  impres- 
sion firmly  held  and  after  expressed 
that  in  all  such  operations,  to  secure 
success,  troops  are  necessary."  The 
Navy  Department,  however,  was  not 
convinced  and  determined  to  make  an- 
other and  still  more  pretentious  ex- 
periment, ordering  DuPout  to  attack 
Charleston.  DuPont  said  that  while 
he  knew  the  views  of  the  department 
did  not  coincide  with  his  own,  he  "  de- 
termined to  make  the  experiment  and 
to  risk  and  probablj'  lose  whatever  of 
prestige  pertained  to  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful professional  career,  in  order 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  war  and  the 
wishes  of  the  government." 

In  view  of  the  projected  naval  at- 
tack and  in  order  to  increase  the  mili- 
tarj"  forces  in  the  Department  of  the 
South,  General  John  G.  Foster  was 
sent  with  a  considerable  force  to  aid 
in   this  important  undertaking.     For 
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some  unexplained  reason,  however,  he 
returned  to  North  Carolina,  leaving 
his  troops  to  take  part  in  the  work 
close  at  hand.  On  March  5  Hunter 
issued  a  general  order  announcing  the 
long-expected  forward  movement,  and 
his  force  of  about  7,000  men  was 
brought  to  Stono  Inlet  to  support  the 
naval  movement. 

Beauregard  had  employed  all  his  en- 
gineering skill  to  reader  Charleston 
impregnable.  On  February  IS  he  is- 
sued a  proclamation  urging  all  non- 
combatants  to  retire  and  appealing  to 
"  all  able  bodied  men  from  the  sea- 
board to  the  mountains  [to]  rush  to 
arms.  Be  not  exacting  in  the  choice 
of  weapons;  pikes  and  scythes  will 
do  for  exterminating  your  enemies; 
spades  and  shovels  for  protecting 
your  firesides."*  The  next  day  the 
governor  called  out  the  militia,  saying 
"  The  abolitionists  are  threatening  to 
invade  our  soil  with  a  formidable 
army  and  *  *  *  the  most  effective 
method  of  defending  our  firesides,  our 
wives  and  our  children  is  to  meet  the 
ruthless  invader  at  the  threshold,  "f 
Beauregard  claimed  that  Hunter's 
force  was  40,000,  while  his  own  was 
25,000,  but  his  returns  for  April  7 
showed  an  effective  force  of  32,217 
(the  aggregate  present  and  absent 
being  43,449  not  including  3,000 
negroes  at  work  on  the  fortifica- 
tions J),  while  Hunter's  returns  show 
only  20,000  present  for  duty,  with  an 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  782. 
f  Ihid,  p.  "S4. 
tlhid,  p.  889. 


aggregate    present    and    absent     of 
27,060.* 

The  defences  of  Charleston  were  of 
the  most  extensive  and  formidable 
character.  Beginning  with  the  north- 
ern or  eastern  entrance  by  way  of 
Maffitt's  Channel  there  were  three 
large  and  powerful  forts  on  Sullivan's 
Island,  including  Fort  Moultrie.  In 
the  middle  of  the  channel  on  an  ar- 
tificial island  near  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  and  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Fort  Moultrie  stood  Fort 
Sumter.  On  the  northern  end  of  the 
inner  harbor  were  Battery  Bee,  Mount 
Pleasant  on  the  mainland,  and  Castle 
Pinckney  on  an  island  about  a  mile 
from  the  city.  On  the  southern  side 
of  the  harbor  were  Wampler  battery 
and  Fort  Johnson  on  James  Island. 
Between  the  latter  and  Castlo  Pinck- 
ney on  the  "  middle  ground  "  was 
Fort  Ripley,  and  on  Cumming's  Point, 
Morris  Island,  opposite  Fort  Moultrie, 
was  Battery  Gregg,  a  mile  south  of 
which  was  Fort  Wagner.  On  Light- 
house Island  also  there  was  a  fort 
covering  the  landing  at  that  place.  In 
these  w^orks  the  Confederates  had 
mounted  several  hundred  guns  and 
besides  had  mined  the  channel  be- 
tween Fort  Sumter  and  Sullivan's 
Island  and  in  the  channel  between 
Sumter  and  Cumming's  Point  had 
sunk  four  rows  of  piles  extending 
north  up  to  Charleston. 

During  March  the  preliminary  prep- 
arations for  the  attack  were  completed 


Ihid,  p.  434. 
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and  earl}'  on  the  morning  of  April  6 
the  ironclad  fleet  crossed  the  bar  at 
Charleston  and  was  ranged  opposite 
Morris  Island.  At  12 :30  p.  m.  Satur- 
day, April  7,  DuPont  gave  the  signal 
from  his  flagship,  the  New  Ironsides, 
for  the  fleet  to  weigh  anchor  and  move 
to  the  attack,  it  being  planned  that 
they  were  to  take  position  a  cable's 
length  apart  in  the  following  order: 
WeeJiaivken  (Captain  John  Rodgers), 
Passaic  (Captain  Percival  Drayton), 
Montauk  (Captain  John  L.  Worden), 
Patupsco  (Commander  Daniel  Am- 
men).  New  Ironsides,  DuPont 's  flag- 
ship (Commodore  Thomas  Turner), 
Cat  skill  (Commander  George  W.  Rod- 
gers), Nantucket  (Commander  Don- 
ald M.  Fairfax),  Nahant  (Captain 
John  Downes),  and  the  Keokuk 
(Commander  Alexander  C.  Rhind). 
The  Canandaigua  and  four  other  gun- 
boats were  formed  into  a  reserve  out- 
side the  harbor,  and  after  Fort  Sumter 
had  been  reduced  they  were  to  support 
the  ironclads  in  attacking  the  bat- 
teries on  Morris  Island.  The  flagship 
New  Ironsides  was  a  formidable  iron- 
covered  battery  mounting  16  11-inch 
guns  and  two  i!00-pound  Parrotts.  The 
other  vessels  were  of  the  monitor  class, 
each  carrjdng  two  guns  (a  15-inch  and 
an  11-inch)  to  a  single  turret  except  the 
Keokuk  which  had  two  11-inch  guns. 
Soon  after  starting,  a  raft  which  had 
been  attached  to  the  Weehawken  for 
the  purpose  of  exploding  torpedoes 
and  clearing  away  obstacles  became 
disarranged,  causing  an  hour's  delay. 
This    difficulty   being    overcome,    the 


fleet  moved  forward  expecting  to  be 
deluged  with  shot  from  the  batteries 
on  Morris  Island,  but  to  DuPont 's 
surprise  the  Confederates  allowed  the 
fleet  to  pass  in  silence.  The  ironclads 
then  entered  the  inner  harbor  and 
about  3  o'clock  came  within  range  of 
Fort  Sumter  and  the  batteries  on  Sul- 
livan's Island.  The  action  immedi- 
ately began;  the  guns  of  Moultrie 
opened  on  the  Weehaivkcn  and  were 
followed  by  those  of  Fort  Sumter  and 
of  the  powerful  batteries  on  Sulli- 
van's and  Morris'  Islands.  It  had 
been  planned  to  pass  around  Sumter 
and  make  the  assault  on  the  north- 
west face  wliich  was  supposed  to  be  its 
weakest  spot,  but  Captain  Rodgers 
commanding  the  Weeliawken  found 
almost  immediately  that  he  could  not 
force  his  ship  through  the  obsti'uctions 
and  a  scene  of  great  confusion  fol- 
lowed. Rodgers  attempted  to  turn 
his  ship  to  get  a  better  position,  as 
the  channel  was  narrow  and  tortuous 
and  the  tide  strong,  but  the  tide  pre- 
vented. DuPont 's  flagship,  the  Neiv 
Ironsides,  was  caught  in  the  tideway 
also  and  refused  to  obey  the  helm,  so 
that  it  twice  became  necessary  to  drop 
anchor  in  order  to  bring  her  bow  in  the 
proper  direction.  To  add  to  the  an- 
noyance the  Catskill  and  Nantucket 
fell  foul  of  the  Ironsides  and  it  was 
some  time  before  they  were  cleared 
and  passed  on. 

In  this  state  of  affairs  DuPont  sig- 
nalled the  fleet  to  disregard  the  move- 
ments of  the  flagship  and  to  act  inde 
pendently    in    the    positions    deemed 
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most  available.    Accordingly,  shortly 
before  4  o'clock,  the  eight  ironclads 
ranged  opposite  the  eastern  and  north- 
eastern fronts  of  Sumter  at  distances 
varying  from  550  to  800  yards  and 
opened    a    terrific    fire.      Lieutenant 
Commander  Rhind  in  command  of  the 
Keokuk  pushed  his  vessel  to  within 
500  yards  of  the  fort  and  became  a 
special  target  for  its  guns.    The  other 
commanders  bravely  strove  to  accom- 
plish the  reduction  of  the  fort  but  it 
was  impossible  long  to  endure  the  hur- 
ricane of  fire  directed  against  them 
by  the  Confederates.     The  Weehaiv- 
ken  was  struck  53  times  in  40  minutes, 
the  Passaic  35  times,  the  Nahant  3G 
times,   the   Nantucket   51    times,   the 
Montauk    14   times,    the    Catskill    20 
times  and  the  Keokuk  90  times,  19  of 
the  shots  piercing  her  near  the  water- 
line.*     After  more  than  an  hour  of 
this   frightful   punishment   the   Keo- 
kuk was  withdrawn  and  anchored  out 
of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns.     She 
was  kept  afloat  during  the  night  but 
at  7  o'clock  the  next  morning  sank  off 
Morris  Island.     During  the  brief  en- 
gagement of  40  minutes  the  fleet  fired 
151  shots,  of  which  34  hit  the  walls  of 
the  fort,  while  Sumter  fired  810  shots 
and  Moultrie  and  the  other  batteries 
1,399,  a  total  of  2,209,  a  large  percen- 
tage of  which  struck  the  vessels.!    As 
several  of  the  other  ironclads  began  to 
show  signs  of  distress,  as  darkness 
was  approaching,  and  as  he  believed 
that    ' '  half    an   hour    more    fighting 


would  have  placed  them  all  hors  de 
combat," BnFoni  about  5  o'clock  gave 
the  signal  to  withdraw  from  action  in 
order,  as  he  said,  to  "  prevent  a  fail- 
ure from  being  converted  into  a  dis- 
aster," intending  to  renew  the  attack 
the  next  morning.  But  the  reports  of 
the  commanders  convinced  him  that 
this  would  be  disastrous  and  he  aban- 
doned the  plan.* 

After  the  engagement  DuPont  re- 
mained comparatively  inactive  for 
some  time,  his  principal  duties  being 
to  maintain  a  close  blockade  and  to 
capture  blockade  runners.  In  June 
the  idleness  of  the  fleet  was  suddenly 
terminated  by  the  news  that  the  Con- 
federate ironclad  ram  Atlanta  had 
left  Savannah  for  Warsaw  Sound  by 
way  of  Wilmington,  fully  prepared  to 
attack  the  blockading  squadron.  The 
Atlanta,  formerly  the  English  iron 
steamer  F'mgal,  had  been  altered  by 
the  Confederates  into  a  man-of-war. 
Her  deck,  cut  down  to  within  two  feet 
of  the  water-line,  was  surmounted  by 
a  casemate  with  inclined  sides  and 
flat  roof,  inclosing  a  powerful  battery 
of  two  7-inch  and  two  6-inch  Brooke 
rifles.  Her  armor  was  4  inches  thick; 
the  edges  of  the  deck  projected  six  feet 
from  the  side  of  the  vessel;  and  the 
overhang  was  filled  in  and  strength- 
ened with  a  heavy  mass  of  wood  and 
iron.  Knowing  the  great  strength  of 
the  vessel  and  the  high  hopes  enter- 
tained of  her  in  the  South,  DuPont 


*  Maclay,  History  of  the  A'ar;/,  vol.  ii..  p.  TiL^. 
I  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv..  p.  12. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xiv.,  p.  442.  See  also 
Vonfedcrate  Military  History,  vol.  v.,  pp.  193- 
201. 
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dispatched  the  Weehawken,  Captain 
John  Rodgers,  and  the  Nahant,  Com- 
mander John  Downs,  to  the  assistance 
of  the  Cimerone,  Commander  Drake, 
which  was  maintaining  an  inside 
blockade  on  Warsaw  Sound.  At  6 
A.  M.  on  June  17  the  Atlanta  came  in 
siglit  and  steered  for  the  Federal  iron- 
clads, expecting  an  easy  victoiy.  The 
Atlanta  tired  first  at  a  distance  of  a 
mile  and  a  half,  the  shot  going  over 
the  stern  of  the  Weehawken  and  strik- 
ing the  water  near  the  Nahant.  For 
20  minutes  the  monitors  advanced 
slowly  and  steadily  until  Rodgers  had 
come  wdthin  300  yards  of  the  Confed- 
erate ram,  when  he  opened  with  his 
15-inch  gun.  The  result  of  the  shot 
was  appalling.  It  struck  the  sloping 
side  of  the  vessel,  penetrated  her 
armor,  ripped  out  the  wooden  back- 
ing, and  covered  the  deck  with  splint- 


ers. The  second  shot  struck  the  edge 
of  her  projection  and  the  third  shot 
took  off  the  top  of  her  pilot  house, 
wounding  two  of  the  three  pilots  and 
knocking  senseless  the  man  at  the 
wheel.  In  consequence  of  these  in- 
juries the  Atlanta  grounded  and  im- 
mediately afterward  surrendered, 
being  taken  with  her  officers  and  men 
to  Port  Royal.*  This  was  the  last  im- 
portant engagement  that  occurred 
while  DuPont  had  command  of  the 
fleet.  Admiral  Foote  had  been  desig- 
nated to  relieve  DuPont,  but  he  died 
on  June  26  and  Rear  Admiral  John  A. 
Dahlgren  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
Early  in  June  General  Q.  A.  Gillmore 
was  delegated  to  relieve  General  Hun- 
ter in  command  of  the  South.  For 
some  time,  however,  no  operations 
were  undertaken. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that,  on 
January  26,  1863,  Joseph  Hooker 
had  been  placed  in  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac*  When  ap- 
pointing him  Lincoln  wrote  a  remark- 
able letter,  sajing, 

"  Of  course  I  have  done  this  upon  what  ap- 
pears  to   me  to  be   sufficient   reasons   and   yet   I 

♦  Official  Records,  vol.  xxi..  p.  1009. 


think  it  best  for  you  tci  know  that  there  are  some 
tilings  in  regard  to  which  I  am  not  quite  satis- 
fied with  you.  I  believe  you  to  be  a  brave  and 
skillful  siildior  ♦  »  •  [that]  you  do  not  mix 
politics  with  your  profession,  in  which  you  are 
right;  [that]  you  have  confidence  in  yourself 
which  is  a  valuable,  if  not  indispensable,  quality ; 
[tliat]   you  are  ambitious,  which,  within  reason- 


*  Maclay,  History  of  the  Navy.  vol.  ii.,  pp.  513- 
515;  Nicolay  and  Hay.  Life  of  lAncoln,  vol.  vii., 
pp.  7!)-81. 
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able  bounds,  docs  good  rather  tlian  harm;   but  I 
think  tliat  during  General  Burnside's  command  of 
the   army   you   liave   taken  counsel  of  your  am- 
bition and  thwarted  him  as  much  as  you  could 
in  whicli  you  did  a  great  wrong  to  the  country 
and     to     a     most     meritorious     and     honorable 
brotlier    officer.      I  have    heard,    in    such    a    way 
as  to  believe  it,  of  your  recently  saying  that  both 
the  army  and  tlie  Government  needed  a  dictator. 
Only  those  generals  who  gain  successes 
can   set  up  dictators.     What   I   now  ask  of  you 
is  military  success  and  I  will  risk  the  dictator- 
ship.    *     *    *    I  jmjpjj  fg^j.  y^g^^.  ^.j^g  spirit,  wliich 
you  have  aided  to  infuse  into  the  army,  of  criti- 
cising   their    commander    and    withholding    confi- 
dence from  him  will  now  turn  upon  you.    I  shall 
assist  you  as  far  as  I  can  to  put  it  down.   *    •    ♦ 
Beware  of  rashness  but  witli  energy  and  sleepless 
vigilance  go  forward  and  give  us  victories."  * 

When  Hooker  took  command  of  the 
army  it  had  become  disheartened  and 
almost    sulky    from    its    former    re- 
verses.!   Desertions  were  frequent  — 
about  200  a  day  —  and  the  number  of 
absentees  was  enormous.     He  imme- 
diately set  to  work  to  correct  these 
evils.     Under  his  administration  the 
army  assumed  wonderful  vigor,  Gen- 
eral Couch  writing:     "  I  have  never 
known  men  to  change  from  a  condi- 
tion of  the  lowest  depression  to  that 
of    a    healthy    fighting    state    in    so 
short  a  time. '  'J    Hooker  made  several 
changes  in  the  army  and  carried  into 
effect  needful  judicious  reforms.     A 
system  of  furloughs  was  instituted, 
the  ranks  were  filled  up  by  the  return 
of  absentees,  the  idle  troops  were  kept 
busy  by  increasing  the  amount  of  drill 
and  field  exercise,  the  cavalry  was  con- 
solidated and  its  efficiency  improved, 

"Official  Records,  vol.  xxv.,  pt.   ii.,  p.  4;   Lin- 
coln's Complete  Works,  vol.   ii.,   p.   306. 
t  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  p.  154. 
tlbid,  vol.  iii.,  p.  im. 


and  by  the  end  of  April  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  was  in  a  state  of  admir- 
able preparation  for  active  operations. 
Early  in  April  Hooker  felt  that  his 
army  was   in  condition   to  take   the 
offensive.     North  of  tlie  Rappahan- 
nock he  had  at  least  130,000  men  fit  for 
service  to  oppose  Lee's  60,000  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia having  been  weakened  by  the 
detaching  of  Lougstreet  and  part  of 
his  corps.*     Lee  was  so  strongly  in- 
trenched on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
from    Port    Royal    on   'the    right    to 
Banks'  Ford  on  the  left,  a  distance  of 
about  25  miles,  that  an  attack  on  his 
front  was  impracticable,  and  it  became 
a  matter  of  importance  for  Hooker  to 
make    a   movement    of    such    a   kind 
that  Lee  would  be  compelled  to  come 
out  of  his  fortifications  and  fight  or 
fall  back  on  Richmond.     Accordingly 
Hooker  decided  to  send  his  cavalry 
around  Lee's  left,  cut  the  communica- 
tions of  the  Confederates  with  Rich- 
mond and  compel  Lee  to  leave  Fred- 
ericksburg, in  which  contingency  he 
proposed  to  fall  on  Lee's  flank  and 
rear  as  the  latter  should  fall  back. 

On  April  12  he  ordered  General 
George  Stoneman,  commanding  the 
cavalry  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  ha\ang  10,000  men  and  4  bat- 
teries, to  move  quietly  and  rapidly  up 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rappahannock, 

*  Swinton  makes  the  Union  army  125,000  in- 
fantry and  artillery  and  12,000  cavalry  besides 
400  guns,  and  places  Lee's  effective  force  at  55,000, 
though  the  latter's  army  roll  shows  on  Marcli  31 
a  force  of  60,298.  See  Swinton,  Armij  of  the 
Potomac,  p.  26!). 
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on  April  13, 1863,  cross  the  river  above 
the  Orauge  and  Alexandria  Bailroad, 
disperse  Fitzhugh  Lee 's  cavalry  brig- 
ade at  Culpeper  Court  House,  push 
on  to  Gordonsville,  and  from  there 
strike  the  Fredericksburg  and  Rich- 
mond Railroad  at  Saxton's  Junction, 
destrojdng  it  wdth  all  its  bridges  and 
telegraph  lines,  thus  severing  Lee's 
communications  with  Richmond.  He 
was  also  directed  to  harass  Lee's  re- 
treating troops  that  Plooker  expected 
to  defeat  .  near  Fredericksburg. 
Heavy  rains  delayed  both  Hooker's 
plans  and  Stoneman's  movement,  for 
after  Stoneman  had  sent  over  one 
brigade  at  Freeman's  Ford  the  Rap- 
pahannock rose  so  rapidlj'  and  so  high 
that  the  brigade  was  recalled  and  re- 
crossed  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
by  swimming  the  horses.  Stoneman 
now  waited  two  weeks  for  Hooker's 
initiative  and  better  weather.  On 
April   29,  under  modified   orders   to 

•  cross  the  river  between  Kelly's  and 
Rappahannock  Fords,  and  to  send  one 
column  in  the  direction  of  Raccoon 
Ford  and  Louisa  Court  House,  Stone- 
man again  crossed  the  river,  this  time 
at  Kelly's  Ford. 

With  picked  men  and  horses,  in 
light  marching  order,  not  a  wagon  ac- 
companying him,  Stoneman  pushed 
forward,  with  three  brigades  of  4,300 

^  men  and  a  battery  of  six  guns.  He  di- 
vided his  force  into  several  detach- 
ments which  often  came  in  contact 
with  the  Confederate  cavalry  under 
Lee,  but  these  skirmishers  hardly  in- 
terfered with  the  operations  of  the 


raiders.  The  result  of  the  raid  was 
the  capture  of  over  500  men  and  460 
horses  and  mules  and  the  destruction 
of  20  bridges  and  culverts,  three  trains 
of  railroad  cars,  122  wagons,  several 
canal-boats,  and  a  large  amount  of 
army  supplies.  The  railroads  had 
been  cut  in  several  places,  but  these 
breaks,  which  General  Lee  considered 
of  small  consequences,  were  soon  re- 
paired. As  the  chief  object  of  the  raid 
had  been  the  total  destruction  of  Lee's 
communications  with  Richmond,  which 
was  not  accomplished,  it  was  consid- 
ered a  failure.  The  Union  loss  was  5 
killed,  21  wounded,  and  163  missing. 
About  1,000  horses  were  broken  down 
and  abandoned,  some  being  killed. 
There  are  no  trustworthy  records  of 
Confederate  losses  in  killed  and 
wounded.* 

Meanwhile  the  rise  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock had  caused  Hooker  to  modify 
his  plans.  He  determined  to  flank 
Lee's  position  and  compel  him  to  come 
out  and  fight  on  open  ground.  Lee's 
army  consisted  of  the  two  divisions 
of  McLaws  and  R.  H.  Anderson  of 
Longstreet's  corps  with  the  divisions 
of  A.  P.  Hill  and  D.  H.  Hill  in  com- 
mand of  R.  E.  Rodes,  and  the  divisions 
of  Isaac  R.  Trimble's  corps  com- 
manded by  R.  E.  Colston  and  Jubal 
A.  Early.  Hooker's  army  was  di- 
■\dded  into  seven  corps  as  follows:  1st 
J.  F.  Reynolds,  2d  D.  N.  Couch,  3d 
D.  E.  Sickles,  5th  George  G.  Meade, 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxv.;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iii.,  pp.  1.52-1.53;  E.  A.  Duvckinck,  Life 
of  SItnneman,  in  his  National  Portrait  Gallery, 
vol.   ii. 
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6th  John  Sedgwick,  11th  O.  U.  How- 
ard, 12th  H.  W.  Slocum.     On  April 
27  the  11th  and  12th  corps  marched 
for  Kelly's  Ford  about  25  miles  up 
the    Rappahannock    where    they    ar- 
rived on  the  28th  and  were  joined  by 
the  5th  corps.     All  crossed  the  river 
the  next  morning,  the  11th  and  12th 
coT'ps  marching  for  Germanna  Ford 
on  the  Rapidan,  12  miles  distant,  while 
the  5th  corps  went  to  Ely's  Ford  on 
the    same    stream    but    lower    down. 
Pleasonton's  cavalry  brigade  accom- 
panied the  two  columns.     The  three 
corps  united  at  Chancellorsville  w^here 
they  were  joined  the  same  day  by  two 
divisions  of  the  2d  corps  under  Couch 
which  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
at  United  States  Ford,  the  3d  corps 
also   being   near.     The   cavalry  was 
thrown  out  on  the  roads  toward  Fred- 
ericksburg   and    Spotsylvania.      The 
whole  movement  had  been  brilliantly 
conceived  and  executed  and  greatly 
raised    the    spirits    of    the    army.* 
Hooker  had  concentrated  71,000  men 
on  Lee's  left  and  joined  them  before 
night.    Mahone's  and  Carnot  Posey's 
brigades  of  Anderson's  Confederate 
division   had   been  guarding  United 
States    Ford,    but    when    the    Union 
troops   passed   Germanna   Ford   the 
two  brigades  fell  back  on  the  29th  to 
Chancellorsville  where  Anderson  had 
come  up  with  A.  R.  Wright's  brigade. 
On  the  next  morning  Anderson  -with- 
drew with  the  three  brigades  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  Tabernacle  Church  and  began 
to  throw  up  works  covering  the  roads 

*  BattJes  and  Lradcrs,  vol.  iii.,  p.  157. 


converging  at  that  point.  These  move- 
ments on  Lee's  left  were  covered  by 
demonstrations  on  his  right  and  front 
below  Fredericksburg.  They  began  as 
early  as  the  21st  and  on  the  29th  Sedg- 
wick with  the  1st,  3d  and  6th  corps 
moved  to  about  four  miles  below  the 
town,  threw  pontoon  bridges  across 
the  river  and  sent  troops  over  to  hold 
them.  On  the  30th  he  was  ordered  to 
go  down  the  river  to  make  a  demon- 
stration on  Lee's  right,  while  the  3d 
corps  marched  by  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  toward  Chancellorsville. 

Lee  had  early  information  of 
Hooker's  movements  and  was  not  de- 
ceived by  Sedgwick's  march.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  29th  he  ordered  An- 
derson to  march  with  Wright's  brig- 
ade to  Chancellorsville  and  when  in- 
formed that  Hooker  had  crossed  the 
Rapidan  directed  McLaws  to  leave 
Barksdale's  brigade  at  Marye's 
Heights  and  march  with  three  brig- 
ades to  Anderson's  right.  Jackson 
was  directed  to  leave  Early's  division 
with  Barksdale's  brigade  —  in  all 
about  8,500  men  and  30  gams  —  to  hold 
the  lines  at  Fredericksburg  against 
Sedgwick,  while  he  himself  with  three 
divisions  went  to  Chancellorsville. 
About  daylight  of  the  1st  McLaws  ar- 
rived on  Anderson's  right  and  was 
joined  by  two  of  Anderson's  brigades 
from  near  Banks'  Ford.  At  3  o'clock  ^ 
on  the  morning  of  May  1  Jackson  set 
out,  came  up  to  Anderson  at  Taber- 
nacle Church  at  8  o'clock,  and  at  11 
o'clock  ordered  McLaws  and  Ander- 
son to  march  along  the  two  roads  lead- 
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ing  to  Chancellorsvillo,  liis  owu  three 

divisions  following  Anderson.     From 

Chancellorsville     to     Fredericksburg 

were  three  roads.    One  passed  Salem 

Church,   the   second  led  south   from 

Chancellorsville  and  united  with  the 

turni^ike  beyond  Tabernacle  Church, 

and  the  third  led  northeastward  past 

Banks'  Ford  to  Fredericksburg.     At 

11  o'clock  on  May  1  Meade  sent  two 

divisions  by  the  Banks 'Ford  Road  and 

one  (Sykes')  along  the  turnpike,  with 

orders  to  be  at  or  near  Banks'  Ford 

at  2  o'clock.     At  the  same  hour,  11 

o'clock,  Slocum  advanced  on  tlie  plank 

road  to  be  at  Tabernacle  Church  at 

noon.     Hooker  did  not  originally  in- 
tend to  remain  in  the  tangled  thicket 

of  the  wilderness  which  was  an  exceed- 
ingly bad  place  for  the  movements  of 

a  large  army,  but  planned  to  uncover 
Banks'  Ford  and  form  in  battle  Hue 

in  the  open  elevated  country  with 
his  right  at  Tabernacle  Church  and 
his  left  covering  Banks '  Ford.  Sykes, 
supported  by  Hancock's  division  of 
the  2d  corps,  had  encountered  McLaws 
and  driven  him  back  nearly  to  An- 
derson's works;  Slocum  had  met 
Jackson  and  was  skirmishing  with 
liim;  and  Meade  was  nearly  in  sight 
of  the  important  position  of  Banks' 
Ford  wdien  Hooker,  though  almost 
through  the  worst  of  the  woods,  sud- 
denly became  frightened  at  the  unex- 
pected advance  of  the  enemy  and,  fear- 
ing his  own  inability  to  get  entirely 
out  of  the  tangled  forest  and  on  open 
ground  before  being  beaten  in  detail,  „_' 
issued  an  ordei'  to  his  men  to  fall  back.         t  natiics  and  Lradn-s,  vol.  iii.,  p.  i63 
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His  corps  and  division  commanders 
were  of  the  opinion  that  a  vigorous 
attempt  to  hold  the  ground  in  the 
open  country  which  they  had  gained 
should  be  made,  for  the  troops  were  in 
fine  spirits  and  wanted  to  fight,  but 
Meade  said:  "  If  we  can't  hold  the 
top  of  a  hill  we  certainly  cannot  hold 
the  bottom  of  it."  Couch  asked  for 
permission  to  remain,  but  was  flatly 
refused.!  Hooker  seemed  to  think 
that  he  had  Lee  just  where  he  wanted 
him  and  that  the  latter  must  fight  on 
ground  of  Hooker's  choosing.  Couch, 
however,  was  not  satisfied  with 
Hooker's  explanation  and  "  retired 
from  his  presence  with  the  belief  that 
my  commanding  general  was  a 
whipped  man. "J 

Un  the  morning  of  the  2d  Hooker's 
line  extended  from  the  Rappahannock 
on  the  left  to  a  point  on  the  Germanna 
Plank  Road  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Chancellorsville.  The  5th 
corps  and  a  division  of  the  2d  was  on 
the  left  facing  east,  the  right  in  ad- 
vance of  the  Chancellor  House.  The 
12th  corps  was  south  of  the  plank 
road,  its  left  about  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  in  front  of  the  Chancellor  House 
and  its  right  near  Hazel  Grove,  a  lit- 
tle over  a  mile  southwest  of  Chancel- 
lorsville. On  the  right  of  the  12th  was 
Birney's  division  of  the  od  corps,  and 
the  lltli  corps  continued  the  line  from 
Dowdall's   Tavern  westward  beyond 


*  Walker 

224. 

t  Nicolav  and  Hav 


History   of   the  Second  Army  Corps, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  p. 
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Tallej-'s  farm.  The  works  held  by  the 
12th,  3d  and  11th  corps  faced  south, 
those  of  the  12th  in  the  form  of  a  bow, 
the  plank  road  being  the  string  of  the 
bow.  Those  of  the  12th  ran  in  a 
straight  line  just  south  of  the  road. 
For  nearly  the  entire  distance  the  line 
ran  throiigh  a  tangled  forest  and  al- 
most impenetrable  thicket  of  scrub 
oak  and  shrubbery.*  There  was  a 
spacious  clearing  around  the  Chan- 
cellor House  where  Hooker  had  his 


of  "which  evinced  their  supreme  con- 
tempt for  Hooker's  generalship  since 
in  the  presence  of  superior  numbers 
they  decided  to  divide  their  own 
forces.  Jackson  with  3,000  men,  in- 
fantry, cavalry  and  artillery,  was  to 
march  across  Hooker's  front  and  as- 
sail his  right  flank  and  rear,  while  Lee 
remained  with  McLaws'  and  Ander- 
son's 18,000  men  to  watch  Hooker's 
left,  make  a  demonstration  against  it 
and  guard  the  roads  to  Fredericks- 


headquarters,  and  open  ground  around 
Dowdall's.  A  division  of  the  2d  corps 
and  two  of  the  3d  were  in  reserve. 
Pleasonton's  cavalry  was  near  Chan- 
cellor House. 

Hooker  deemed  his  position  a  strong 
one  and  so  evidently  did  Lee,  who  con- 
sidered that  a  direct  attack  with  48,- 
000  men  upon  the  Union  army  of  71,- 
000  behind  works  would  entail  a  ter- 
rible loss  of  life.  Accordingly  on  the 
•night  of  May  1  Lee  and  Stonewall 
Jackson  had  a  conference,  the  result 


*  Dabiiey,  Life  of  Jarkson.  p.  668. 


burg.  Jackson  entered  into  the  plan 
with  great  enthusiasm  and  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  2d  with  his  accus- 
tomed celerity  began  the  march.  At 
4:30  in  the  afternoon  the  head  of  his 
column  was  on  Hooker's  right  and 
rear  and  he  began  to  form  a  line  less 
than  a  mile  away  from  the  right  flank 
of  the  11th  corps.  Hooker  had  wai'ned 
Howard  and  Slocum  at  9 :30  in  the 
morning  to  be  prepared  against  a 
flank  attack  of  the  enemy.*    Jackson's 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xx%'.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  360.  See 
also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
pp.  99-100.    There  is  some  controversy  as  to  the 
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column  had  been  plainly  seen  by  the 
Union  troops*  but  the  movement  was 
misunderstood.  Hooker  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  Lee  was  retreating 
and  at  1  o'clock  Sickles  at  his  own  re- 
quest was  ordered  to  take  two  divi- 
sions of  the  3d  corps,  move  out  and 
attack.  This  he  did,  falling  on  Jack- 
son's rear  at  Welford's  Furnace,  tak- 
ing some  prisoners.  F.  C.  Barlow's 
brigade  of  the  11th  corps  was  sent  to 
Sickles  and  Pleasonton's  cavalry  soon 
joined  him,  but  the  forest  was  too 
dense  for  cavalrj'  operations  and 
Pleasonton  withdrew  two  of  his  regi- 
ments and  battery  to  Hazel  Grove 
where  Sickles  had  left  some  of  his  ar- 
tillery. A.  S.  Williams'  division  of 
the  12th  corps  was  sent  from  its  works 
to  form  on  Sickles'  left  to  assault  An- 
derson's left  and  roll  him  back  on 
Chancellorsville.  Williams  was  about 
to  attack  when  Jackson  fell  on  the 
flank  of  the  11th  corps  and  he  accord- 
ingly retreated  to  his  works. 

Having  reached  the  place  for  which 
he  had  set  out  Jackson  lost  no  time 
in  forming  his  troops  in  battle  array 
and  at  5  o'clock  gave  the  order  to  ad- 
vance. The  officers  of  the  11th  corps 
(Union),  though  repeatedly  informed 
by  brigade  and  regimental  command- 
ers of  Jackson's  approach,  lay  quietly 
in  position,  lulled  into  security  by  the 


lime  tills  order  was  received  by  Howard.  He 
says  tliat  the  order  never  reached  him,  but  Gen- 
eral Scliurz  says  that  It  arrived  at  Howard's 
headquarters  about  noon  or  a  little  after,  and 
that  he  read  it  to  him.  See  Battlr>!  and  Leaders, 
vol.  111.,  pp.  196,  219-220, 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xx^".,  pt.  1.,  p.  386. 
Vol..  VIIT  —  20 


pleasant  reports  that  Jackson  was  re- 
treating. Hence  they  made  no  ade- 
quate provision  against  a  flank  attack 
and  most  of  the  men  were  preparing 
supper  or  engaged  in  some  diversion 
when  the  storm  broke,  the  first  warn- 
ing coming  from  the  wild  rush  of  deer 
which  were  driven  out  of  the  woods 
by  the  Confederates..  Jackson  had 
formed  his  26,000  infantry  in  three 
lines  across  the  plank  road  a  mile  on 
either  side  of  it  with  the  artillerj'  in 
the  road.  At  5  o'clock  his  lines  ad- 
vanced with  a  rush,  quickly  drove  in 
the  Union  skirmishers,  and  with  a 
wild  yell  struck  the  right  brigade  of 
Charles  Devens'  division,  flanking  it 
and  after  two  or  three  rounds  com- 
pelling it  to  give  way.  The  officers 
and  men  of  the  11th  corps  bore  up 
Ijravely,  but  not  much  was  to  be 
expected  of  new  troops  taken  by 
surprise  and  attacked  in  front  and 
rear  simultaneously.*  No  soldiery  in 
the  world  so  placed  could  stay  such  an 
attack.  Some  regiments  made  a  heroic 
stand  and  fought  brilliantly,  but  in- 
side of  30  minutes  Devens'  di\'ision 
of  4,000  men  was  routed  and  the  Con- 
federates advanced  upon  Schurz's  di- 
vision, which  changed  front.  Schurz 
held  off  the  Confederates  for  about 
20  minutes  and  then  fell  back  on  Adol- 
phus  Busehbeck's  brigade,  east  of 
Dowdall's,  where  he  managed  to  rally 
some  of  his  men.  Buschbeck  with- 
stood the  attack  for  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  but  at  nearly  7 


*  T.   A.   Dodge,   The   Campaign   of   ChanceVors- 
ville,  pp.  92-93. 
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o'clock,  being  attacked  in  front  and 
flank,  lie  fell  back  to  Fairview  where 
40  guns  of  the  11th  and  12th  corps 
were  being  massed  on  high  ground 
in  his  rear.  In  less  than  two  hours 
Howard's  corps  had  been  driven  back 
nearly  two  miles,  losing  about  1,500 
killed  and  wounded  and  about  1,000 
prisoners.  As  the  Confederates  had 
become  tired  and  hungry  and  as  the 
two  leading  divisions  (those  of  Rodes 
and  Colston)  had  become  inextricably 
mixed,  Jackson  suspended  further 
operations  and  ordered  A.  P.  Hill 
to  relieve  them.  Meanwhile  H.  G. 
Berry's  division  of  the  3d  corps  and 
William  Hays'  of  the  2d  corps  had 
been  sent  by  Hooker  to  the  west  edge 
of  the  open  field  north  of  the  road ;  at 
Berry's  right  were  some  of  Schurz's 
regiment;  and  Williams,  desisting 
from  his  attack  on  Anderson,  re- 
gained part  of  his  works  and  formed 
south  of  the  road  on  Berry's  right 
with  Buschbeck  in  his  rear,  thus  cov- 
ering the  road  at  a  distance  of  a  little 
over  half  a  mile  west  of  Chancellor 
House.  On  being  informed  of 
Howard's  disaster  Sickles  fell  back 
from  Welford's  Furnace  to  Hazel 
Grove  and  formed  on  Pleasonton's 
left,  while  Barlow  drew  up  in  the  rear 
of  Pleasonton  and  close  to  Williams' 
left  and  front.  At  the  same  time  the 
two  Confederate  lines  fell  back  to  the 
open  ground  around  Dowdall's  and, 
in  order  to  cut  off  Hooker's  retreat, 
A.  P.  Hill's  leading  brigade  pushed 
along  the  plank  road  beyond  the  in- 


tersection of  a  road  leading  left  to 
AVhite  House  and  United  States  Ford. 

At  about  this  time  the  Confederates 
met  with  an  irreparable  loss.  In  an 
endeavor  to  re-form  his  troops  and 
eager  to  discover  Hooker's  intentions, 
Jackson  had  ridden  along  this  road 
with  his  escort  far  beyond  his  line  of 
battle.  Skirmishing  between  oppos- 
ing pickets  in  the  woods  began  and  as 
Jackson  was  riding  back  the  mounted 
body  was  mistaken  for  Union  cavahy 
and  tired  into,  Jackson  being  wounded 
in  three  places,  both  arms  being  shat- 
tered. Nearly  the  entire  escort  also 
were  killed  or  wounded.  Jackson's 
wound  proved  mortal,  resulting  in  his 
death  on  May  10.*  At  the  sound  of 
the  firing  in  the  woods  the  Union  guns 
at  Fairview  opened  furiously  on  the 
plank  road,  causing  some  confusion 
among  the  Confederate  troops  there. 
During  this  fire  A.  P.  Hill  was  badly 
wounded  and  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  was  sent 
forward  to  take  command. 

During  the  night  and  early  morn- 
ing, by  making  some  changes  in  the 
Union  line,  the  approaches  to  United 
States  Ford  were  covered  by  Rey- 
nolds' corps  and  part  of  Meade's, 
while  the  11th  corps  took  position  on 
the  extreme  left  vacated  by  Meade. 
At  9  o'clock  on  the  night  of  May  2 


*  Dubncj-,  Life  of  Jackson,  p.  282  et  seq.;  I.  B. 
Haas,  Stonewall  Jackson's  Death.  Wounded  hy 
his  Own  Men,  in  Southern  Historical  Society  Pa- 
pers, vol.  -xxxii.,  pp.  94-98  (1904);  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  20.3-214.  See  also  the  biog- 
rapliios  of  Jackson  by  M.  Aildey,  J.  E.  Cooke,  S.  N. 
Randolph,  G.  F.  R.  Henderson,  C.  Ilovey,  J.  An- 
derson, D.  D.   White,  and  James  H.  Wood. 
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Hooker,  unaware  that  Sedg\vick's  en- 
tire corps  was  at  Fredericksburg,  or- 
dered liini  to  cross  from  Falmouth 
and  march  up  the  south  side  of  the 
river  to  Chancellorsville  so  as  to  be 
"  in  our  vicinitj^  at  dajiight.  You 
will  probably  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the 
forces  commanded  by  General  Lee  and 
between  us  we  mil  use  him  up."* 
Pleasonton  and  Sickles  were  ordered 
to  fall  back  from  Hazel  Grove  at  dawn 
of  the  3d,  Pleasonton  marched  back 
at  4  o'clock,  and  Sickles  was  in  the  act 
of  following  when  his  rear  was  struck 
by  the  Confederates.  At  5  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  May  3  Stuart,  now  in 
command  of  Jackson's  corps,  sent  his 
right  against  Sickles'  rear  brigade 
then  retiring  from  Hazel  Grove.  The 
brigade  was  soon  routed,  four  guns 
were  captured,  and  Stuart  swept  on. 
At  Hazel  Grove  the  Confederates 
placed  30  guns  in  position  which, 
sweeping  the  open  ground  of  Fair- 
view,  poured  an  enfilading  fire  on  the 
right  of  Geary's  division  of  the  12th 
corps  which  was  fighting  Anderson. 
At  the  same  time  Geary's  left  was  be- 
ing pounded  by  McLaws'  guns.  The 
battle  raged  along  the  entire  line  of 
the  2d,  3d  and  12th  corps.  On  the 
right  W.  H.  French's  division  of  the 
2d  corps  and  three  divisions  of  the  3d 
were  driven  in  but  soon  regained 
the  ground  lost,  though  eventually 
Stuart's  men  retook  the  Union  works. 
Stuart's  right  was  then  hotly  engaged 
with  Williams,  while  Anderson  was 
fighting   desperately   with   Geary   of 

'Official  Records,  vol.  xxv.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  365. 


the  12th  corps ;  and  on  the  left,  cover- 
ing the  Fredericksburg  road,  the  force 
attacked  by  McLaws'  brigade  was  be- 
ing desperately  resisted  by  Hancock's 
division  of  the  2d  corps.  Stuart,  how- 
ever, gradually  gained  ground  and 
united  his  right  with  Anderson's  left 
near  Hazel  Grove.  At  this  time  the 
ammunition  of  the  Union  troops  be- 
gan to  fail  and  at  9  o'clock,  after  hav- 
ing sutfered  frightful  losses,  French's 
division  of  the  2d  corps,  the  entire  3d 
corps,  and  Williams'  division  of  the 
12th  corps  began  to  fall  back.  The 
Confederates  then  gained  the  west  of 
the  Chancellor  Plateau  and  swept  it 
fore  and  aft  with  a  hot  artillery  fire. 
It  was  at  this  time  that  an  un- 
fortunate accident  happened  to  Gen- 
eral Hooker.  Shortly  after  9  o'clock, 
while  standing  near  his  headquarters 
at  Chancellor  House,  a  column  of  the 
l)ortico  was  struck  by  a  cannon  shot 
and  Hooker  was  knocked  down  and 
stunned.  Tliis,  however,  had  little  ef- 
fect on  the  result  for,  according  to 
Lee,  *'  by  10  a.  m.  we  wei'e  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  field."*  Couch,  being 
second  in  command,  was  instructed 
by  Hooker  to  withdraw  to  a  position 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north 
of  the  Chancellor  House  and  covering 
United  States  Ford.  Closely  pressed, 
the  right  and  centre  fought  their  way 
back;  Geary,  attacked  in  front,  right 
flank  and  rear,  followed ;  Hancock  fol- 
lowed Geary;  before  noon  the  Union 
troops  were  in  the  new  position;  and 
here    the    battle    of    Chancellorsville 
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proper  ended,  for  before  Lee  had  time 
to  renew  the  attack  he  had  heard  of 
the  capture  of  Fredericksburg  and 
Marye's  Heights  and  the  advance  of 
Sedgwick.  Accordingly  he  suspended 
further  operations  against  Hooker 
and  sent  McLaws'  division  against 
Sedgwick. 

We  have  seen  that  Hooker  had  or- 
dered Sodg^vick  on  the  night  of  May 
2  to  march  upon  Chaucellorsville  and 
attack  Lee's  rear  at  dayUglit.     This 
was  an  impossible  undertaking  and  it 
seems    altogether   unreasonable    that 
Hooker  should  have  expected  Sedg- 
wick to  attack  and  defeat  the  force 
left  at  Fredericksburg  and  then  march 
11  miles  and  fall  upon  Lee's  rear, 
and  to  do  all  this  between  midnight 
and  daybreak.*     When  Sedgwick  re- 
ceived Hooker's  order  he  had  already 
crossed  the  river  at  Fredericksburg 
and  was  three  miles  below^  the  town. 
Between  him  and  Lee  lay  Early  with 
9,000  men  occupjing  strongly  forti- 
fied positions.     Sedgwick  had  about 
23,000  men  divided  into   three  divi- 
sions commanded  by  Generals  John 
Newton,  W.  T.  H.  Brooks,  and  A.  P. 
Howe.     Brooks  was  left  below  Fred- 
ericksburg and  Newton   led  the   ad- 
vance on  the  town,  but  it  was  early  in 
the  morning  before   he  reached  the 
rear     and    left    of    Fredericksburg. 
When   morning    broke    it   was    seen 
that  the  Confederates  held  Marye's 
Heights.     Gibbon   crossed   the    river 
from  Falmouth,  reported  to  Sedgwick 


*  Nicolay  ani}  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.   vii., 
pp.  105-106. 


with  his  division,  and  under  cover  of 
a  demonstration  by  Newton  advanced 
on  the  right  to  turn  the  position,  but 
was  stopped  by  the  canal  and  a  con- 
centrated fire  of  artillery.     He  found 
also  that  Hays'  brigade  of  Early's 
division  and  Wilcox's  of  Anderson's 
division  Avere   facing   him   in    front, 
whereupon  he  fell  back.     On  the  other 
flank  Howe's  division  failed  to  make 
any  impression.     Hence  to  gain  the 
road  desired  it  was  necessary  to  take 
Marye's  Heights  whence  the  Confed- 
erates, the  previous  December,  had  so 
mercilessly    slaughtered    Burnside's 
troops.      Nevertheless,    the    attempt 
was  made  and  storming  columns  were 
formed,  Howe  massing  three  on  the 
left    and   Newton   two.     These   were 
launched  against  the  Confederate  po- 
sition but  were  bloodily  repulsed  by 
Barksdale's     brigade.      The     assault 
was    renewed,    however,    and    at    11 
o'clock,  after  a  loss  of  1,000  Idlled, 
wounded  and  missing,  the      heights 
were    carried,    15    guns    and    nearly 
1,000    prisoners    being   captured.     A 
delay  occurred  in  bringing  up  Brooks' 
division  which  was  to  take  the   ad- 
vance,  and  it  was   3   o'clock  before 
SedgAvick   marched   for    Chancellors- 
ville,  leaA^ng  Gibbon  to  hold  the  town 
and  cover  the  bridges  there.     Mean- 
while Wilcox  had  regained  the  road 
in  Sedgwick's  front  and  made  a  stand 
half    a    mile    in    advance    of    Salem 
Church,  Avhere  McLaws  had  now  come 
up  and  formed  across  the  road.     On 
the  advance  of  Brooks,   Wilcox  fell 
back  to  the  church,  closely  followed  by 


1.  CONFEDERATE  DEAD  BEHIND  THE  STONE  W.U.L  AT  MARYES  HEIGHTS  AFTER  SEDGWICK'S  TROOPS 

HAD  STORMED  IT  ON  MAY  3,  1S63. 

2.  CONFEDERATE  CAISSON  WAGONS  AND  HORSES  DESTROYED  AT  FREDERICKSBURG  BY  A  LUCKY  SHOT 
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the  Union  troops.  A  desperate  en- 
counter ensued,  but  finally  Brooks 
was  compelled  to  fall  back  with  a  loss 
of  1,500  men.  Night  put  a  stop  to  the 
contest  and  both  armies  slept  on  their 
guns. 

Meanwhile  Lee  had  decided  to  at- 
tack Marye's  Heights  and  Sedgwick's 
rear  at  daylight.  Accordingly  Early, 
who  had  concentrated  his  command 
at  Cox's  on  the  telegraph  road  south 
of  Fredericksburg  and  who  was  now 
joined  by  Barksdale,  attacked  Marye's 
Heights  and  captured  it,  leaving 
Barksdale  on  the  heights  to  prevent 
an  advance  by  Gibbon  who  was  in  the 
town.  Early  moved  toward  Salem 
Church  and  asked  McLaws  to  cooper- 
ate with  him.  Lee,  retaining  only 
Jackson's  three  depleted  divisions  to 
hold  Hooker  in  check  at  Chancellors- 
ville,  then  took  Anderson  to  unite 
with  McLaws  and  Early,  -with  the  ob- 
ject of  driving  Sedgwick  across  the 
Rappahannock.  Anderson  arrived 
about  noon  of  the  4th  and  took  posi- 
tion between  McLaws  and  Early,  the 
total  Confederate  force  aggregating 
about  21,000  men.  Sedgwick  with  his 
20,000  men  was  now  hemmed  in  on  all 
sides  with  both  flanks  on  the  river 
covering  Banks'  Ford;  Newton  was 
on  the  right  facing  McLaws  on  the 
west;  Brooks  was  in  the  centre  facing 
south  and  confronting  Anderson,  and 
Howe  was  on  the  left  facing  east  and 
opposing  Early.  During  the  day  the 
two  armies  engaged  in  skirmishing, 
but  at  6  o'clock  Lee  ordered  an  attack 
to  be  made  to  protect  the  centre. 
Early  attacked  Howe  but  failed  to 


turn  his  left,  two  of  his  brigades  being 
thrown  into  confusion  by  Howe's  ar- 
tillery. The  attack  on  Howe's  left 
and  Brooks'  left  was  repulsed  also. 
The  contest  was  continued  until  dark. 
Sedgwick  then  withdrew  from  the 
field  to  Banks'  Ford  and,  with 
Hooker's  approval,  crossed  the  river 
during  the  night  with  his  nine  cap- 
tured g-uns  and  about  1,400  prisoners. 
During  the  night  Gibbon  recrossed 
the  river  to  Falmouth  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th  Lee  was  again  in 
full  possession  of  the  south  side  of 
the  river  below  Chancellorsville. 
Leaving  Early  to  hold  Fredericks- 
burg Lee  m'arched  back  with  McLaws 
and  Anderson  to  resume  the  contest 
with  Hooker,  but  the  river  was 
turned  into  a  torrent  by  a  heavy 
storm  and  the  attack  was  deferred 
until  the  next  day.  When  day  came, 
however,  Hooker  had  recrossed  the 
river  at  United  States  Ford  and  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  marched  to 
its  old  camp,  Lee  resuming  his  former 
position  at  Fredericksburg.  The 
Union  loss  at  Chancellorsville  was 
1,082  killed,  6,849  wounded  and  4,214 
missing,  while  during  the  entire 
campaign,  including  Fredericksburg, 
Marye's  Heights  and  Salem  Church, 
the  loss  was  1,606  killed,  9,762 
wounded  and  5,919  missing,  a  total  of 
17,287.  The  Confederate  loss  during 
the  campaign  was  1,649  killed,  9,106 
wounded  and  1,708  captured  or  miss- 
ing, a  total  of  12,463.* 


*  Matthew  F.  Steele.  The  Battle  of  Chancellors- 
rillr  (in07);  John  Bigi-low.  The  Campaign  of 
Chancellorsville:  a  Strategic  and  Tactical  Study 
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The  promotion  of  General  Halleck 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  Union 
armies  placed  Grant  at  the  head  of  the 
Army  of  the  West.  Early  in  Septem- 
ber of  1862,  it  became  evident  that  the 
Confederates  under  Sterling  Price 
'n^ere  preparing  to  advance  and  break 
the  line  of  communication  between 
Grant  and  Buell  in  order  that,  having 
crossed  the  Tennessee,  they  might 
strike  the  flank  of  Buell 's  army  while 
Bragg  was  marching  into  Kentucky. 
Accordingly  Price  seized  the  village 
of  luka,  a  small  town  on  the  Mempliis 
and    Charleston    Railroad,    21    miles 
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southeast  of  Corinth.  On  September 
19  Price  was  about  to  move  to  Eienzi 
on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  to 
form  a  junction  with  Earl  Van  Dorn's 
army,  preparatory  to  an  assault  upon 
Corinth.  Grant  had  been  closely 
watcliing  the  movements  of  Price  and 
Van  Dorn  and  on  learning  of  the  oc- 
cupation of  luka  determined  to  attack 
and  cut  off  Price  before  the  contem- 
plated junction  ^\^th  Van  Dorn  could 
be  effected.  General  Rosecrans,  who 
was  near  Corinth  with  a  force  of  about 
9,000  men,  was  ordered  to  advance 
south  to  Rienzi  and  Jacinto,  then 
westward,  and,  marching  on  the  roads 
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from  Jacinto  and  Fulton,  to  attack 
luka  from  the  south.  At  the  same 
time  General  E.  0.  C.  Ord  with  6,500 
men  was  to  move  along  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad  to  Burns- 
ville  and  thence  by  roads  north  of  the 
railroad  to  an  attack  on  the  north 
and  west  of  luka.  Grant  accompanied 
Ord  who  reached  Burnsville  on  the 
18th  and  encamped  within  six  miles 
of  luka,  which  he  proposed  to  assault 
early  in  the  morning;  but  Grant, 
learning  that  Rosecrans,  having  been 
delayed  by  a  storm,  would  not  be  up 
in  time  to  make  an  attack  the  next 
day,  instructed  Ord  not  to  take  any 
action  until  he  heard  Rosecrans' 
guns  south  of  luka.  With  the  two 
divisions  of  Charles  S.  Hamilton 
and  David  S.  Stanley,  Rosecrans 
moved  from  Jacinto  at  5  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  19th  and  after  a 
march  of  18  miles  his  advance  divi- 
sion (Hamilton's)  struck  Henry  Lit- 
tle's division  of  Price's  command  at 
4  p.  M.  about  two  miles  south  of  luka, 
Dabney  H.  Maury's  division  of  Price 's 
army  remaining  to  the  north  of  luka 
to  confront  Ord.  Before  Hamilton 
could  complete  his  lines  Little  at- 
tacked with  4,000  men,  and  after  a 
severe  tight  drove  Hamilton  back 
about  600  yards  \nth  a  loss  of  nine 
g-uns.  On  being  reinforced  by  three 
regiments  of  Stanley's  division,  how- 
ever, Hamilton  rallied  and  regained 
part  of  his  lost  ground,  when  dark- 
ness ended  the  battle.  Price  prepared 
to  renew  activities  in  the  morning,  but 
convinced  by  his  generals  that  the  sit- 


uation was  critical  with  Rosecrans  in 
his  front  and  Ord  in  his  rear,  he  re- 
treated southward  by  the  Fulton  Road 
which  Rosecrans  had  failed  to  close 
as  had  been  intended.  Ord  had  not 
heard  the  sounds  of  the  battle  of  the 
19th,  since  a  strong  mnd  was  blomng 
from  the  north,  but  during  the  night 
learned  of  the  engagement  of  the  20th 
and  pushed  on  to  luka  only  to  find 


that  the  town  was  deserted  and  that 
Price  had  escaped.  Price  retreated 
southward  and  reached  Baldwyn  on 
September  23,  while  Rosecrans  and 
Ord  returned  to  Corinth.  In  the 
battle  of  luka  the  Union  troops  lost 
144  killed,  598  wounded  and  40  miss- 
ing, while  Price  reported  a  loss  of 
onlv  86  killed  and  408  wounded.* 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xvii.:  Crt'oiu'.  The  Mis- 
sissippi, pp.  20-42;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  ii., 
pp.  726-736 :  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
vii.,  pp.  83-87. 
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Price  and  Van  Dorn  effected  their 
junction  in  the  latter  part  of  Septem- 
ber at  Ripley,  30  miles  south  of  Cor- 
inth, and  before  October  1  Grant  ascer- 
tained that  another  movement  was  in 
progress  against  liiiu.  The  object  of 
the  Confederate  generals  was  to  cap- 


ture Corinth.  The  Confederates  num- 
bered 22,000  men  while  Rosecrans  had 
23,000  at  Corinth,  Ord  had  12,000  at 
Bolivar,  and  there  was  a  small  re- 
serve at  Jackson  where  Grant  had 
established  his  headquarters.  On  Sep- 
tember 29  Van  Dorn,  being  the  rank- 
ing officer,  assumed  command  of  tlie 
Confederate  forces,  marched  north, 
and  on  the  morning  of  October  3  ar- 


rived about  three  miles  northwest  of 
Corinth  where  he  formed  his  army  for 
the  attack.  On  October  3  the  Con- 
federates attacked  the  Union  troops 
near  the  outlj-ing  works  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  town,  gained  two  miles 
of  ground,  eapturel  two  guns  and 
forced  the  Union  troops  l)ack  into  the 
inner  intrenchments  with  consider- 
able loss.  The  main  works  defend- 
ing the  town  consisted  of  a  series  of 
heavily  armed  redoubts  connected  by 
rifle-pits  or  breastworks.  Van  Dorn 
expected  an  easy  day's  work  on  the 
morrow  and  planned  operations  as  fol- 
lows: General  Louis  Hebert  was  to 
attack  vigorously  on  the  left  at  day- 
light and  then  to  swing  his  left  wing 
along  the  Ohio  Railroad  to  the  north 
of  the  town ;  in  the  centre  D.  H.  Maury 
was  to  move  directly  from  the  west 
while  Mansfield  Lovell  was  to  attack 
from  the  southwest.  It  Avas  after  9 
o'clock  of  an  intensely  hot  day  that 
the  Confederate  attack  was  made  be- 
cause, instead  of  moving  at  daylight, 
Hebert  said  that  he  was  too  sick  to 
fight  and  two  hours  had  passed  before 
the  next  in  rank,  General  Martin  E. 
Green,  had  made  an  advance.  After 
a  furious  assault  the  Confederates 
succeeded  in  breaking  the  Union  line 
and  entering  the  streets  of  Corinth, 
but  being  subjected  to  a  severe  cross- 
fire from  the  artillery  they  were 
driven  out  with  heavy  loss.  The  bat- 
tle did  not  exceed  an  hour  in  duration 
and  before  Lovell  could  bring  Ms  divi- 
sion into  full  action  from  the  south- 
west the  other  divisions  of  the  Con- 


From  the  original  Brady  neiratives. 

1.  CONFEDERATE  WORKS  AT  CORINTH  NEAR  DUNN'S  HOUSE. 
2.  VIEW  OF  VICKSBURG. 
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federates  had  been  repulsed  and  were 
in  full  retreat  wliicli  Lovell  could  do 
no  more  than  attempt  to  cover. 

Van  Dorn  then  fell  back  and  biv- 
ouaced-  for  the  night  at  Chewalla. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5th  he 
continued  his  retreat  on  Pocahontas, 
but  when  his  advance  had  crossed  tlie 
Hatchie  River,  at  Davis'  Bridge,  he 
was  met  by  General  S.  A.  Hurlbut's 
division,  which  had  been  sent  by 
Grant  from  Bolivar,  Tennessee,  to 
Pocahontas  to  intercept  and  stop  him. 
Van  Dorn's  advance  was  driven  back 
across  the  bridge,  his  main  body  came 
up,  and  General  Ord,  who  had  arrived 
on  the  field  from  Jackson,  took  com- 
mand of  Hurlbut's  division  and  at- 
tacked Van  Dorn  vigorously.  A  severe 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  Ord  was 
wounded,  and  Hurlbut  resumed  com- 
mand of  the  Union  troops.  Van  Dorn, 
now  closely  followed  from  Corinth  by 
Rosecrans,  who  was  12  miles  away, 
held  his  position  before  Hurlbut  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  and,  cut  off 
from  his.  route  through  Pocahontas, 
continued  his  retreat  to  Ripley  and 
thence  to  Holly  Springs.  Rosecrans 
followed  as  far  as  Ripley,  when  Grant 
ordered  Mm  to  return  to  Corinth  and 
Hurlbut  to  Bohvar.  The  Union  loss 
at  Hatchie  River  was  539  killed  and 
wounded  and  the  Confederate  loss  127 
killed  and  wounded,  420  prisoners  and 
4  guns.  In  the  Corinth  campaign  the 
Union  loss  was  355  killed,  1,841 
wounded  and  324  missing.  Rosecrans 
reported  that  he  buried  1,423  Confed- 
erate dead,  but  the  Confederate  re- 


ports indicate  their  loss  as  505  killed, 
2,150  w^ounded  and  2,183  missing,  an 
aggregate  of  4,838.  Deducting  the 
loss  at  Davis'  Bridge  the  Confederate 
loss  at  Corinth  must  have  been  2,528 
killed  and  wounded  and  1,763  missing.* 
Toward  the  end  of  October  Grant 
began  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Vicksburg.  On  October  26 
he  suggested  in  a  letter  to  General 
Ilalleck  the  destruction  of  all  the  rail- 
roads about  Corinth  and  an  advance 
southward  from  Grand  J  unctdon  along 
the  east  bank  of  the  Yazoo  River.  In 
pursuance  of  this  plan  he  gathered  in 
from  Bolivar  and  Corinth  a  force  of 
about  30,000  men  who  arrived  in  the 
vicinity'  of  Grand  Junction  on  Novem- 
ber 4.  Just  as  Grant  was  about  to 
start  southward  he  received  a  dis- 
patch from  Halleck  promising  rein- 
forcements. This  prospect  induced 
Grant  to  delaj^  his  principal  move- 
ment, but  on  November  8  he  sent  Gen- 
eral James  B.  McPherson  with  10,000 
infantry  and  1,500  cavalry  southward. 
McPherson  advanced  from  Grand 
Junction  and  pushed  the  Confederates 
under  General  J.  C.  Pemberton,  who 
had  now  superseded  Van  Dorn  in  su- 
preme command,  to  Holly  Springs. 
The  main  body  of  Grant's  army 
then  moved  forward,  occupied  Holly 
Springs  on  the  13th  and  made  it  a 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xvii. ;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  ii.,  pp.  737-760;  Grant,  Personal  Mem- 
oirs; Sliennan,  Memoirs;  Greene,  The  Mississippi, 
pp.  42-53 ;  Pollard,  Second  Year  of  the  War,  p. 
164  et  seq.:  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  vii.,  pp.  116-118;  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pp.  87-95;  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  89-92. 
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depot  of  supplies  guarded  by  Colonel 
R.  C.  Murphy  with  two  regiments  of 
Wisconsin  infantry  and  a  regiment  of 
Illinois  cavalry.  Another  advance 
was  then  made,  whereupon  Pember- 
ton  fell  back  to  Grenada,  while  Grant 
halted  south  of  Oxford  until  he  could 
repair  the  railroads  in  his  rear.  On 
reaching  Holly  Springs  Grant  had  con- 
certed mth  Sherman  a  plan  of  oper- 
ations against  Vicksburg.  Grant  was 
to  move  directly  south  on  the  line  of 
the  railroad  and  attack  Vicksburg 
from  the  rear  vrhile  Slierman,  accom- 
panied by  a  gunboat  fleet,  was  to  move 
a  force  from  Memphis,  descend  the 
Mississippi  and  then  attack  in  front. 
After  Grant  had  halted  south  of  Ox- 
ford he  proceeded  to  repair  the  rail- 
roads in  his  rear,  and  while  so  engaged 
learned  that  General  John  A.  McCler- 
nand  had  been  given  command  of 
an  independent  expedition  to  start 
from  Memphis  and  open  the  Missis- 
sippi, for  wliich  McClernand  hail 
already  organized  and  sent  some  regi- 
ments to  Memphis.*  Believing  Mc- 
Clernand unfit  for  the  project.  Grant 
determined  to  forestal  him,  and  so  on 
December  8  sent  Sherman  to  Memphis 
to  take  command  of  the  expedition. 
Such  energy  and  zeal  were  put  into 
the  work  that  a  week  after  Sherman 
reached  Memphis  67  boats  had  arrived 
at  that  place  and  the  embarkation  was 
begun  on  the  morning  of  the  9th.  Just 
as  Grant  was  about  to  advance  from 
Oxford  on  Grenada  a  force  of  Confed- 


erate cavalry  under  Forrest  broke  up 
his  line  of  communications  in  west 
Tennessee  and  on  the  morning  of 
December  20  Van  Dorn  at  the  head 
of  3,500  cavalry  dashed  into  Holly 
Springs  and  attacked  Murphy.  The 
latter  made  only  a  feeble  resistance 
and  surrendered  his  infantry,  but  the 
cavalry  cut  its  way  out  and  escaped 
with  a  loss  of  77  men.  Van  Dorn 
took  about  1,500  prisoners,  destroyed 
stores  to  the  value  of  $1,500,000,  and 
left  the  town  in  the  evening.  Tliis  dis- 
aster, in  conjunction  with  Forrest's 
raid,  compelled  Grant  to  abandon  his 
movement  on  Vicksburg  and  to  fall 
back  to  Grand  Junction,  thus  lea\dng 
Pemberton  at  liberty  to  concentrate 
his  forces  at  Vicksburg  against  Sher- 
man.* 

The  latter  was  informed  of  Grant's 
failure,  but  the  information  did  not 
reach  him  in  time  and  the  day  HoUj' 
Springs  was  captured  he  was  on  his 
way  down  the  river  with  four  divi- 
sions of  30,000  men  accompanied  by 
the  gunboat  fleet  under  D.  D.  Porter. 
On  the  22d  the  expedition  I'endez- 
voused  at  Friar's  Point  on  tb.e  Missis- 
sippi ready  to  move  up  the  Yazoo 
River  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg.  Sher- 
man's divisions  were  commanded  by 
Generals  Frederick  Steele,  George  W. 
Morgan,  M.  L.  Smith  and  A.  J.  Smith, 
The  transports,  preceded  bj^  the  gun- 
boats, entered  the  Yazoo  River  on 
December  25th,  and  on  the  26th  and 


*  Regarding   this   see   Greene,   The   Mississippi, 
p.  55  et  seq. 


•Greene,  The  Mississippi,  p.  61  et  seq. :  Battles 
and  Leaders.  \'o].  iii.,  pp.  451,  475;  Ofpeial  Rec- 
ords, vol.  xvii. 
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27th  the  troops  were  landed  on  the 
south  bank  confronting  the  bluffs 
overlooking  the  swamps  through  which 
ran  Chickasaw  Bayou.  Meanwhile  on 
the  21st  Pemberton  had  learned  of  the 
Union  advance  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking Vicksburg,  which  at  that  time 
was  held  by  General  Martin  L.  Smith 
with  the  brigade  of  General  Stephen 
D.  Lee.  Accordingly  John  C.  Vaughn's 
brigade  was  ordered  to  Vicksburg  and 
was  soon  followed  by  the  brigades  of 
John  Gregg  and  S.  M.  Barton.  Upon 
reaching  Vicksburg,  December  26, 
Pemberton  established  the  brigades 
of  Vaughn,  Gregg,  Barton  and  Lee 
on  a  line  from  Vicksburg  on  the  left 
to  Haynes'  Bluff  on  the  right  on  high 
ground  overlooking  Cliickasaw  Bayou 
and  the  Yazoo  River,  Lee  holding 
Walnut  Hills  from  Vicksburg  to  Sny- 
der's Mills  on  the  right,  a  distance  of 
10  miles.  Lee  strengtliened  his  posi- 
tion by  batteries  and  rifle-pits  on  the 
slope  of  the  bluff  which  rose  to  an 
elevation  of  about  200  feet  above  the 
bayou.  Between  Lee's  position  and 
Sherman's  landing  place  was  bottom 
land  almost  wholly  covered  by  dense 
woods  and  intersected  with  bayous 
and  low  swampy  ground.  There  were 
only  three  roads  through  this  region 
and  these  were  obstructed  by  earth- 
works and  felled  timber.  On  the 
morning  of  the  27th  Sherman  ad- 
vanced along  these  roads  with  Steele 
on  the  left  and  Morgan  and  the  two 
Smiths  (M.  L.  and  A.  J.)  in  order  on 
Steele's  right.  On  the  27tli  and  28th 
there  was   considerable   skirmishing. 


but  though  the  Confederates  contested 
ever}'  inch  of  the  road  they  were 
slowly  driven  in  and  at  night  of  the 
28th  the  Union  troops  lay  parallel  to 
Cliickasaw  or  Walnut  Hills  Bluff  or 
about  60O  yards  from  its  foot.  The 
main  asisault  on  the  bluff  was  to  be 
made  by  Morgan  supported  by  Steele, 
wliile  A.  J.  Smith  with  one  of  his  own 
biigades  and  a  di\nsion  of  M.  L.  Smith 
was  to  cross  a  lake  about  a  mile  below 
Morgan  and  there  to  make  an  attack 
so  as  to  create  a  diversion  in  favor  of 
Morgan.  On  the  extreme  right  the 
rest  of  A.  J.  Smith's  division  was  to 
demonstrate  on  the  road  to  Vicksburg. 
John  F.  DeCourcy's  brigade  of  Mor- 
gan's division  and  the  two  brigades 
of  F.  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  and  J.  M.  Thayer 
of  Steele's  division  were  formed  for 
the  assault.  At  12  o'clock  the  attack 
was  made  but  through  some  misunder- 
standing Thayer's  brigade  with  the 
exception  of  the  4th  Iowa  diverged 
too  far  to  the  right.  Nevertheless 
DeCourcy,  Blair  and  the  4-th  Iowa  of 
Thayer's  brigade,  in  all  about  6,000 
men,  after  floundering  through  the 
deep  mire  and  tangled  marsh  under  a 
terrific  artillery  fire,  finally  secured 
a  lodgment  on  the  tableland  at  the 
foot  of  the  bluff.  Owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground  brigade  and  regiment 
formations  were  broken  up,  but  the 
troops  pushed  on  up  the  bluff  and 
finally  reached  different  points  of 
Lee's  works.  Here  they  were  met  on 
both  flanks  by  such  a  withering  fire 
from  the  rifle-pits  and  so  severe  a 
cross  fire  of  shell  and  canister  from 
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the  batteries  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  to  the  point  of 
starting,  leaving  about  1,500  killed, 
wounded  and  captured,  while  Lee 
lost  only  115.  Meanwhile  on  the 
right,  where  A.  J.  Smith  was  to 
demonstrate,  the  6th  Missouri  had 
established  themselves  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  but  the  Confederate  fire 
from  above  was  so  hot  that  they  were 
unable  to  advance  farther.  The  Union 
troops  sought  shelter  by  digging  with 
hands  and  bayonets  into  the  ground 
where  they  remained  until  night  cov- 
ered their  withdrawal.  Sherman  in- 
tended to  renew  the  attack  the  next 
morning  but  after  a  personal  exam- 
ination concluded  that  Ms  army  would 
be  too  badly  crippled  by  an  assault 
and  therefore  decided  to  attack 
Haynes'  Bluff  higher  np  the  Yazoo. 
Preparations  were  made  to  begin  the 
assault  at  -i  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
January  1  but  Porter  who  was  to  co- 
operate in  the  attack  found  the  fog 
so  dense  on  the  river  that  he  could 
not  move  his  boats  and  accordingly 
the  action  was  deferred  and  finally 
abandoned.  The  next  day  the  troops 
were  reembarked  on  their  transports 
and  sailed  for  Milliken's  Bend.  '  In 
the  assault  of  Chickasaw  Bluff  and 
in  the  skirmishing  preceding  it,  the 
Union  loss  was  1,213  killed  and 
wounded  and  563  missing,  while  the 
Confederate  loss  was  only  177  killed 
and  wounded  and  10  missing.* 


On  January  4,  1863,  General  Mc- 
Clernand  superseded  Sherman  in  com- 
mand. Before  his  arrival  Sherman 
and  Porter  had  arranged  to  make  an 
attack  on  Fort  Hindman  at  Arkansas 
Post  about  50  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Arkansas  Eiver.  This  fort  was 
in  regular  square  bastioned  form  Avith 
casemates  and  was  surrounded  by  a 
wide  deep  ditch;  and  a  line  of  rifle- 
pits  it  mounted  18  guns  and  was  gar- 
risoned by  about  5,000  men  under  Gen- 
eral T.  J.  Churchill.  The  admirable 
situation  of  tliis  fort  at  the  bend  of 
the  river  made  it  one  of  great  im- 
portance since  it  effectually  controlled 
the  pas.sage  of  the  Arkansas,  pro- 
tected Little  Rock,  the  capital  of  the 
State,  and  sheltered  Arkansas  Post 
and  the  surrounding  fertile  country. 
Accordingly,  after  McClernand's  ar- 
rival, the  fleet,  consisting  of  three 
ironclads  and  six  gunboats,  entered 
White  Eiver  and  from  it  passed 
through  a  cut-off  to  the  Arkansas  on 
January  9.  On  the  10th  the  ironclads 
began  the  attack  at  a  distance  of  about 
400  yards  and,  gradually  moving  up, 
the  entire  fleet  shelled  the  Confeder- 
ates out  of  the  rifle-pits  and  back  into 
the  fort.      About  noon  the  next  day 


*  Official  Recorda,  vol.  xvii. ;  Greene,  The  Mis- 
sissippi, pp.  72-81 ;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  lii., 
pp.   402-471  •.    Xipolay   and   Hay,   Life  nf   Lincoln, 


vol.  vii.,  pp.  131-135;  Steplien  D.  Lee,  The  Cam- 
paign of  Generals  Grant  and  fihcrman  against 
Vicksburg  in  December,  1SG2  and  Jantiarg  1  and 
2,  JSG3,  hnown  as  the  Chickasaw  Bayou  Cam- 
paign, in  Mississippi  Ilistorical  Society  Publica- 
tions, vol.  iv.,  pp.  15-36  (1901)  ;  S.  M.  Bowman, 
Sherman  and  Eis  Campaigns  (1865);  Johnson, 
Life  of  Sherman  (1891);  M.  F.  Force,  Life  of 
Sherman  (1899)  ;  Confederate  Military  History, 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  109-110;  vol.  vii.,  pp.  101-106;  vol. 
viii.,  pp.  78-80. 
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a  joint  attack  was  begun  by  the  land 
and  naval  forces.  The  navy  opened 
a  furious  fire  upon  the  fort,  while  Mc- 
Clernand's  artillery  joined  in  the  fire 
from  the  land  side.  Churelull's  guns 
being  silenced,  McClernand  ordered  a 
general  assault  and  after  a  severe  con- 
test the  fort  was  carried  with  a  loss 
to  the  Union  army  of  134  killed,  898 
wounded  and  29  missing.  The  loss  to 
the  fleet  was  6  killed  and  25  wounded. 
The  Confederate  loss  was  60  killed, 
about  80  wounded  and  4,791  captured. 
The  next  day  McClernand  received 
peremptory  orders  from  Grant  to  re- 
turn to  Milliken's  Bend  with  his  en- 
tire force  and  accordingly  the  pris- 
oners were  sent  to  St.  Louis,  the  fort 
was  dismantled  and  blown  up,  and  the 
fleet  and  troops  went  down  the  river 
to  Napoleon  which  M'as  reached  on 
January  18.* 

On  December  3  8  Grant  had  received 
orders  from  Wasliington  to  divide  his 
command  into  four  army  corps  with 
McClernand  in  command  of  one  of 
them  and  to  be  assigned  to  that  part 
of  the  army  which  was  to  operate 
down  the  Mississippi.  This  consid- 
erably interfered  with  Grant's  plans, 
as  he  had  placed  Sherman  in  command 
of  the  river  expedition;  hence,  after 
falling  back  to  Grand  Junction,  he  de- 
cided   to    go    down   the    Mississippi, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxii. ;  Malian,  The  Gulf 
and  Inland  Waters;  Maclay,  History  of  the  Xai'y, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  424-42.5 ;  Greene,  The  Mississippi,  p. 
83  et  seq.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  4.51- 
454;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
pp.  137-140;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
X.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  154-100. 


unite  a  portion  of  his  forces  with  those 
under  McClernand,  and  assume  com- 
mand of  the  whole.*    Accordingly  the 
army  was  divided  into  four  corps  — 
the  13th  under  McClernand,  the  15th 
under  Sherman,  the  16th  under  Ilurl- 
but  and  the  17th  under  McPherson. 
Ilurlbut's  corps  was  left  in  charge  of 
the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad  and  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble McPherson 's  was  brought  down 
the  river  and  joined  those  of  McCler- 
nand and  Sherman  at  Milliken's  Bend. 
On  assuming  command  in  person  on 
January  30,  1863,  Grant  planned  a 
now  campaign  to  get  below  Vicksburg 
and  operate  from  the  south.    McCler- 
nand's     and     Sherman's    commands 
were  moved  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  to  Young's  Point  to  cut  a 
canal  across  the  peninsula  by  the  aid 
of  which  it  Avas  hoped  to  get  below 
Vicksburg  and  land  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Mississippi.     Work  on  the  pro- 
jected canal  was  pushed,  but  on  Feb- 
ruary 4  Grant  questioned  its  success 
and  began  to  look  for  other  routes 
by  which  the  army  could  reach  a  high 
ground  either  north  or  south  of  Vicks- 
burg.     Two    projects    were    consid- 
ered.     One  involved  cutting  a  way 
from  the  Mississippi  into  Lake  Prov- 
idence from  a  point  70  miles  above 
Vicksburg.     This  lake,  a  former  bed 
of  the  river,  was  connected  by  Bayou 
Baxter  with  Bayou  Macon,  a  naviga- 
ble stream  which  led  to  the  Tensas, 


*  For  Grant's  relations  to  McClernand  see 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  p.  141 
et  seq. 
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thence  into  the  Washita  and  iinally 
into  the  Red  River.  It  was  lioped 
that  the  army  conld  be  transported  to 
the  lower  Mississippi  to  co(3perate 
with  Banks  who  was  then  in  front  of 
Port  Hudson.  When  the  levee  at  Lake 
Provideaice  was  cut  the  water  from 
the  river  flowed  in  rapidly  and  the 
six  miles  of  the  lake  beyond  were  soon 
available,  but  for  miles  Bayou  Baxter 
was  choked  with  fallen  trees  and  a 
growth  of  timber.  McPherson's  en- 
tire corps  attempted  to  open  this 
channel  and  those  below  it,  but  in 
March  this  project  was  abandoned.* 
A  few  miles  below  Helena  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  was  Yazoo  Pass 
wdiich  for  some  years  had  been  closed 
by  a  strong  levee.  By  reopening  this 
route  it  was  believed  that  the  Yazoo 
bluffs  north  of  Vicksburg  might  be 
reached.  Accordingly  on  February 
4  the  levee  was  cut  by  the  engineers 
under  Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Wilson 
(later  Major-General  James  H.  Wil- 
son), a  way  was  cleared  to  Coldwater, 
and  on  the  2-ith  the  pass  was  opened 
to  navigation.  With  4,500  men  Brig- 
adier-General Samuel  Ross  was  or- 
dered into  the  pass  upon  light  trans- 
ports, and  then,  preceded  by  gunboats, 
penetrated  to  the  Tallahatchie  and 
thence  to  the  Yallabusha  where  after 
an  advance  of  225  miles  the  expedi- 
tion was  stopped  on  March  10  by  Fort 
Pemberton.  As  the  fort  could  not  be 
attacked,  owing  to  its  situation,  at- 
tempts were  made  to  flood  it,  but  these 
were  unsuccessful  and  the  expedition 

*  Greene,  Thr  Mississippi,  p.  93  et  seq. 


withdrew.  On  the  way  back  a  rein- 
forcement under  General  I.  F.  Quinby 
was  met,  whereupon  the  expedition  re- 
turned to  Fort  Pemberton  to  make 
another  attempt  to  reduce  it.  Quinby, 
liowever,  soon  became  satisfied  that 
the  fort  could  not  be  reached  and  the 
expedition  again  withdrew.  Mean- 
while the  Confederates  had  gathered 
a  strong  land  force  under  General  W. 
W.  Loring  and  this  soon  became  ag- 
gressive. In  order  to  relieve  Ross 
Sherman  with  five  gunboats  went  in 
haste  through  Steele's  Bayou  to  Black 
Bayou  and  thence  to  Deer  Creek.  This 
opened  into  Rolling  Fort  by  which  he 
could  enter  the  Big  Sunflower  and  by 
tliis  stream  reach  the  Yazoo.  Sher- 
man energetically  pushed  forward  his 
troops  and  was  barely  in  time  to  save 
the  gunboats  which  had  been  attacked 
in  Deer  Creek.  These  several  at- 
tempts to  cut  through  the  bayous 
were  finallj'  abandoned  and  the  army 
reassembled  at  Milliken's  Bend  and 
Young's  Point.* 

Having  failed  to  flank  the  position 
on  the  right.  Grant  once  more  turned 
his  attention  to  getting  south  of  Vicks- 
burg by  a  series  of  baj'ous  running 
from  Milliken's  Bend  past  Riclnnond 
to  New  Carthage,  and  on  March  29 
directed  McClernand  to  move  the  13th 
corps  toward  Richmond  and  New 
Carthage  with  a  view  to  making  his 
way  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
below  Vicksburg  and  the  batteries  at 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
p.  146  et  seq.:  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii. ; 
Greene,  The  Mississippi,  p.  98  et  seq. 
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Warrenton  and  Grand  Gulf.  Mean- 
while Admiral  Porter  was  i^reparing 
for  the  perilous  enterprise  of  running- 
past  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg  and 
Warrenton.  Early  on  February  2 
Colonel  Charles  R.  Ellet  in  command 
of  the  wooden  steam  ram  Queen  of 
tJie  West  started  on  the  perilous  jour- 
ney but  \vas  struck  only  a  few  times. 
Proceeding  down  the  river  the  Queen 
captured  three  Confederate  steamers 
and  a  number  of  prisoners  and  on 
February  10  set  out  on  an  expedition 
for  much  the  same  purpose,  passing 
the  Warrenton  batteries  and  reaching 
the  Red  River  the  following  evening. 
During  several  days '  active  work  Ellet 
was  quite  successful  in  capturing  Con- 
federate boats,  but  at  last  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  Queen.  Meet- 
ing the  Indlanola  near  Natchez  which 
had  run  the  batteries  on  the  night  of 
P^ebruary  13,  Ellet  again  attempted  to 
ascend  the  Red  River  for  the  purpose 
of  destrojing  the  Confederate  bat- 
teries at  Gordon's  Landing.  Having 
advanced  about  three  miles  he  discov- 
ered the  Confederate  steamer  W.  II. 
Wehh  coming  toward  him,  but  as  soon 
as  the  latter  sighted  the  Indianola 
she  turned  and  fled.  The  attempt  to 
ascend  the  Red  River  was  then  aban- 
doned and  Ellet  made  his  way  up  the 
Mississippi  to  a  station  below  Vicks- 
burg after  having  passed  the  batter- 
ies at  Grand  Gulf,  AVarrenton  and 
other  places  without  injury.  On 
March  14  Parragut  with  his  flagship, 
the  Hartford,  and  the  Albatross  had 
passed  the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson, 


liut  as  these  two  vessels  were  not 
strong  enough  to  maintain  the  block- 
ade of  the  Red  River,  Farragut  sent 
a  message  overland  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi  asking  aid  from  the 
fleet  above.  Accordingly  on  March 
25  General  Ellet  sent  two  rams,  the 
Lancaster  and  the  Switzerland,  to  run 
the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.  The  Lan- 
caster was  destroyed  but  the  Switzer- 
land, though  badly  injured,  got  by 
them  without  being  sunk.  This  as- 
sured Grant  that  he  could  take  his 
fleet  past  the  batteries  at  any  time, 
and  on  April  16  announced  his 
readiness  for  the  movement.  Porter 
with  the  eight  gunboats  (the  Benton, 
Lafayette,  Price,  Louisville,  Caron- 
delet,  Pittsburgh,  Tuscumbia  and 
Mound  City),  and  three  transports 
(the  Forest  Qxieen,  Henry  Clay,  and 
Silver  Wave)  laden  with  supplies 
and  a  number  of  barges  filled  with 
coal  swung  into  the  stream  and  floated 
down  the  river.  The  fleet  was  not 
discovered  until  fairly  abreast  of  the 
town.  A  little  before  11  o'clock  the 
Confederate  batteries  opened  fire  and 
were  answered  by  broadsides  of  grape 
and  shrapnel  from  the  ironclads. 
Porter  steamed  boldly  under  the 
bluffs  which  were  blazing  with  a  ter- 
rific cannonade  from  the  Confederate 
batteries,  while  the  transports,  glid- 
ing as  near  as  possible  to  the  Louis- 
iana shore,  sought  to  escape  under 
cover  of  the  smoke  and  tumult  into  the 
darkness  beyond  the  town.  But  the 
Forest  Queen  was  disabled  by  a  shot, 
the  Henry  Clay  was  set  on  fire  by  the 
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explosion  of  a  shell  and  burned,  whilt. 
the  Silver  Wave  escaped  without  in- 


jury.     On    reaching    Warrenton    th. 
gunboats  poured  in  their  broadsides 
and  so  continuous  and  terrible  was 
their     lire     that     the     Confederates 
scarcely  attempted  a  response.     The 
Forest  Queen  was  taken  in  tow  by  one 
of  the  gunboats  and  the  fleet,  with  the 
exception   of  the   loss  of  the  Henry 
Clay  and  with  only  one  man  killed  and 
a  few  Avounded,  passed  the  dreaded 
ordeal    in    safety.     Porter's    success 
was  so  gratifying  that  on  the  night  of 
April  22  six  transports  protected  by 
cotton  bales  and  loaded  with  supplies 
and  having  12  coal  barges  in  tow  ran 
the  batteries;  five  of  the  transports 
though    more    or    less    disabled,    got 
through  while  one  was  sun-k,  and  some 
of  the  barges  were  lost.    By  the  27th 
McClei'nand's  corps  had  advanced  to 
Hard  Times  on  the  Mississippi  below 
Vicksburg  and  two  divisions  of  Mc- 
Pherson's  corps  headed  by  General 
John  A.  Logan  followed,  so  that  on 
the  29th  everything  was  ready  for  the 
movement  upon  Grand  Gulf.* 

At  7  A.  M.  on  April  29  Porter  with 
seven  gunboats  carrying  81  guns  left 
his   anchorage    at   Hard    Times    and 
steamed  down  the  river  followed  by 
transports    and    flat    boats    carrying 
10,000  men   of  McClernand's   corp.^ 
Porter  opened  his  guns  upon  the  bat- 
teries at  Grand  Gulf  about  8  o'clock 
and  though  2,500  shot  were  thrown 
against  them  by  1 :30  in  the  afternoon 
the  Confederate  guns  had  not  been 


silenced,  whereupon  Porter  withdrew 
with    a    loss    of    19    killed    and    56 
wounded.*    Convinced  that  he  could 
not  take  the  batteries   Grant  deter- 
mined to  move  still  further  down  the 
river    and    flank    Grand    Gulf.      Mc- 
Clernand   landed   his    men    at   Hard 
Times  and  marched  across  a  point  be- 
side Grand  Gulf  and  three  miles  down 
the  river  while  Porter  Avith  his  fleet 
of  gunboats  and  transports  dropped 
down  to  the  same  point.     Grant  had 
learned  of  a  good  landing  place  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th  transports  and 
gunboats  began  ferrying  the  troops 
across  to  Bruinsburg,  10  miles  below 
Grand  Gulf  and  32  miles  in  a  straight 
line  below  Vicksburg.     By  noon  Mc- 
Clernand's  four  divisions   of  18,000 
men  had  been  landed  and  at  4  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  they  pushed  out  into 
the  country;  the  enemy's  pickets  were 
encountered,  but  as  the  day  was  too 
far  gone  to  commence  a  battle  both 
sides  rested  on  their  arms  during  the 
night.     The    Confederate   force  con- 
sisted   of    Thomas    Green's    brigade 
which  had  marched  from  Grand  Gulf 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  and  had 
been  joined  by  E.  D.  Tracy's  brigade 
from  Vicksburg. 

The  Confederate  line  lay  about 
three  miles  west  of  Port  Gibson  across 
two  roads  converging  on  the  town  and 
uniting  just  ontside  of  it.     Green  was 


•Greene,  The  Mississippi,  p.  112  et  seq. 


*  Ihid  Vj,.  123-124.  On  Porter's  operations  see 
also  J.  E.  Romans,  Our  Three  Admirals  (1809)  ; 
J.  R.  Soley,  Admiral  Porter  (1003)  ;  D.  D  Porter' 
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across  tlie  southern  road,  and  Tracy 
across   the   northern   one,   the    roads 
running  on  two  ridges  separated  by  a 
deep  ravine  filled  by  a  dense  growth 
of  cane  and  underbriash.    At  5  o'clock 
the   division   of   Peter  J.   Osterhaus 
was  placed  on  the  northern  road  to  at- 
tack Tracy,  and  the  divisions  of  E.  A. 
Carr,  A.  P.  Hovey  and  A.  J.  Smith 
went  along  the  southern  road  to  at- 
tack Green.     At  5  on  the  morning  of 
May  1  the  battle  was  opened  by  the  ad- 
vance of  Osterhaus,  but  the  movement 
was  checked  and  repulsed  by  Tracy 
with  much  loss.    The  divisions  of  Carr 
and  Hovey  assaulted  the  ridge  held 
by  Green's  brigade  and  after  a  hard 
fight  carried  it,  capturing  two  guns 
and  over  300  prisoners,  Green  then 
falling  back  toward  Port  Gibson.  Gen- 
eral J.   S.   Bowen,   commanding  the 
Confederate  forces  at  Grand  Gulf,  ar- 
rived on  the  field  with  General  W.  E. 
Baldwin's  brigade  at  about  9  o'clock 
and  formed  line  in  Green's  rear.  Carr 
and  Hovey  continued  to  press  Green, 
whereupon  the  latter  was  withdrawn 
and  sent  to  assist  Tracy  while  Bald- 
win  undertook  to   oppose   Carr   and 
Hovey.    A  severe  contest  ensued  last- 
ing  nearly  two   hours   during  which 
Bowen,  with  two  regiments  of  Colonel 
F.  M.  Coekrell's  brigade  which  had 
arrived  about  noon,  made  a  very  de- 
termined effort  to  turn  McClernand's 
right,  but  the  attempt  was  defeated 
and  Coekrell's  men  joined  Baldwin. 
Meanwhile  Logan's  division  of  Mc- 
Pherson's  corps  had  come  up  and  with 
the  division  under  Osterhaus  attacked 
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and  gradually  forced  back  the  brig- 
ades  of   Tracy   and   Green.     On   the 
right  McClernand's  troops  again  at- 
tacked Baldwin  and  just  at  sunset  the 
entire    Confederate    force    retreated. 
Of  the  23,000  Union  troops  engaged 
there  were  131  killed,  719  wounded 
and  25  missing.      Of  the  6,000  Con- 
federates    engaged    there    were    68 
killed,  380  wounded  and  384  missing.* 
While  Grant  was  crossing  the  river 
at  Bruinsburg,  Sherman,  whose  corps 
had  been  left  at  Young's  Point,  went 
up  the  Yazoo  River  with  a  division 
accompanied  by  some  of  Porter's  gun- 
boats and  made  a  strong  demonstra- 
tion at  Snyder's  Bluff  on  the  Yazoo  12 
miles  above  Vicksburg.     On  May  3 
Grant  rode  into  Grand  Gulf.    He  had 
resolved  to  get  below  Vicksburg,  unite 
with    Banks    against    Port    Hudson, 
make  New  Orleans  a  base  and  with 
that  base  and  Grand  Gulf  as  a  start- 
ing point  move  the  combined  forces 
against    Vicksburg.     Upon   reaching 
Grand  Gulf,  however,  Grant  received 
a  letter  from  Banks  stating  that  he 
could  not  be  at  Port  Hudson  for  ten 
days  and  then  with  only  15,000  men. 
Accordingly,  as  time  was  worth  more 
than    reinforcements,    Grant    deter- 
mined to  push  into  the  interior  of  the 
enemy's  country. 

After  their  defeat  at  Port  Gibson 
the  Confederates  retreated  across  Big 
Black   River   at   Hankinson's   Ferry 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv. ;  Greene,  The  Mis- 
sissippi, p  126  et  seq.;  Grant,  Personal  Memoirs. 
vol.  ii.:  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  486, 
497.  500. 
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leaving  a  force  behind  to  protect  the 
crossing.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d 
this  force  was  attacked  by  Crocker's 
division  of  McPherson's  corps, where- 
upon the  Confederates  slowly  retired. 
Later  in  the  day,  however,  Logan's 
division  came  upon  their  flank  and 
they  hastily  crossed  the  river.  Mc- 
Pherson's corps  was  then  moved  for- 
ward to  Hankinson's  Ferry  and  Mc- 
Clernand's  to  Willow  Springs  where 
they  remained  until  the  7th  when  Sher- 
man's corps,  having  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  advance  was  resumed,  the 
main  body  of  the  army  moving  along 
the  Big  Black  toward  Edwards'  Sta- 
tion midway  between  Vicksburg  and 
Jackson,  while  McPherson  on  the  right 
was  sent  toward  Jackson,  the  capital 
of  the  State,  45  miles  east  of  Vicks- 
burg. On  the  night  of  the  11th  Mc- 
Pherson bivouaced  five  miles  north- 
east of  Utica  on  the  road  to  Raymond, 
and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  r2th 
pushed  rapidly  on  toward  Raymond, 
18  miles  from  Jackson,  hoping  to  cap- 
ture there  a  large  quantity  of  commis- 
sary stores;  but  before  9  o'clock  Lo- 
gan's division  which  was  in  advance 
came  upon  a  strong  body  of  Confed- 
erates, whereupon  the  division  was  de- 
ployed and  continued  its  advance  for 
two  hours  when,  coming  to  a  small 
stream  crossing  the  road  about  two 
miles  from  RajTUond,  General  Gregg's 
brigade  of  about  3,000  men  with  two 
batteries  was  sent  beyond  the  stream 
in  a  position  to  enfilade  the  road  and 
the  bridge  across  the  stream.  Logan 
immediately    threw    out    skirmishers 


and  a  severe  engagement  ensued 
which  lasted  two  hours  when,  Logan's 
division  having  been  reinforced  with 
a  portion  of  Crocker's  division,  Gregg 
abandoned  the  field  and  retreated 
toward  Jackson,  being  joined  on  the 
way  by  Walker's  brigade.  In  the  bat- 
tle of  Raymond  the  Union  loss  was  66 
killed,  329  wounded  and  37  missing. 
Gregg  reported  a  loss  of  73  killed,  229 
wounded  and  204  missing.* 

Having  provided  for  the  safety  of 
his  rear  and  left  from  the  direction 
of  Vicksburg,  Grant  sent  a  corps  of 
McPherson's  and  Sherman's  and  part 
of  McClernand's  to  capture  Jackson. 
On  the  13th  McPherson  moved  from 
Raymond  to  Clinton  and  then  turned 
east  toward  Jackson.  On  the  same 
day  Sherman  moved  through  Ray- 
mond to  Mississippi  Springs  and  on 
that  night  arranged  with  McPherson 
that  both  columns  should  arrive  at 
Jackson  at  about  the  same  hour  the 
next  day.  McClernand  sent  one  divi- 
sion to  Clinton  to  support  McPherson. 
Meanwhile  on  May  9  the  Confedei-ate 
government  had  directed  General 
Johnston  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
Mississippi  with  3,000  troops  and  take 
command  of  the  forces  there.!  On 
learning  of  this  Grant  decided  to  fol- 
low the  enemy  and  not  to  stop  until 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  i.,  p.  50 ;  Grant, 
Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  478,  4S6,  503,  519,  604;  Greene,  The 
Mississippi,  pp.  140-143;  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  vii.,  pt.  11.,  pp.  137-139;  vol.  viii., 
pp.  80-83. 
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Vicksburg  was  in  his  possession.* 
Jolinston,  however,  did  not  arrive  at 
Jackson  until  the  night  of  May  13, 
after  the  battle  of  Raymond.  Upon 
his  arrival  Johnston  learned  of  the 
Union  approach  and  ordered  Gregg's 
division  to  take  position  on  the  Ray- 
mond road  and  W.  H.  T.  Walker's 
brigade  on  the  Clinton  road,  their  ob- 
ject being  to  delay  the  Union  advance 
as  long  as  possible  so  that  the  public 
property  might  be  removed  from  the 
city.  The  combined  strength  of  Gregg 
and  Walker  was  about  6,000  men.  At 
9  o'clock  on  the  14th  McPherson  ad- 
vanced on  the  Clinton  road,  struck 
Walker's  pickets  and  drove  them  back 
to  the  main  body,  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  west  of  Jackson.  At  11  a.  m. 
Crocker's  division  charged  and  soon 
compelled  Walker's  men  to  retreat, 
abandoning  7  guns.  After  pursuing 
the  Confederates  for  about  a  mile 
Crocker's  men-  became  disorganized 
and  while  they  were  re-forming 
Walker  escaped  to  the  Canton  road. 
Crocker's  loss  was  265  killed  and 
wounded.  On  the  Raymond  road 
Sherman  had  struck  Gregg  and  by  a 
flank  movement  had  comi^elled  him  to 
abandon  his  line  and  10  guns  with  a 
loss  of  200  prisoners  and  81  killed  and 
wounded,  while  Sherman's  loss  was 
only  32.  Johnston  retreated  north- 
ward on  the  Canton  road  and  between 
3  and  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Mc- 
Pherson and  Sherman  entered  Jack- 
son. The  Union  loss  was  42  killed 
and  251  wounded.    The  Confederates 


stated  their  loss  at  less  than  400,  but 
Sherman  estimated  it  at  485  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.* 

Learning  from  an  intercepted  dis- 
patch sent  by  Johnston  to  Pemberton 
on  the  13th  that  Pemberton  had  been 
advised  to  march  with  all  his  avail- 
able force  to  Clintont  and  attack 
Grant 's  rear  while  Johnston  opei'ated 
on  his  front  or  flank,  Grant,  leaving 
Sherman  with  two  divisions  at  Jack- 
son to  destroj'  all  public  property, 
tear  up  the  railroads  and  burn  bridges, 
factories,  arsenals,  etc.,  turned  the  rest 
of  his  army  from  Clinton,  Raymond 
and  Auburn  on  Bolton  and  Edwards' 
Station  on  the  Vicksburg  and  Jackson 
Railroad.  With  the  three  divisions 
of  C.  L.  Stevenson,  J.  S.  Bowen,  and 
W.  W.  Loring,  Pemberton  was  near 
the  Big  Black  River  on  May  14  when 
he  received  Johnston's  dispatch.  Dis- 
regarding it,  he  decided  to  move  on 
Grant's  rear  in  the  direction  of  Ray- 
mond and  on  the  15th  advanced  for 
that  purpose,  Loring 's  division  halt- 
ing that  night  on  the  Raymond  road 
at  Elliston's,  eight  miles  east  of  Ed- 
wards' Station,  the  other  divisions 
being  farther  north  on  roads  coming 
into  the  Raymond  road.  The  next 
morning  Pemberton  resumed  the 
march  but  almost  immediately  rcr 
ceived  a  dispatch  from  Johnston  that 
he  had  been  defeated  at  Jackson  and 
advising  Pemberton  to  move  on  Clin- 


Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  i.,  p.  .33. 


*  .Johnston,  Karrative  of  Military  Operations ; 
Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  i.;  Official  Records,  vol. 
xxiv.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  p,  480  ei 
scq.;  Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  143-148. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  i.,  p.  263. 
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ton.  Pemberton  concluded  to  make 
the  movement  and  turned  back  his 
trains  to  Edwards '  Station  to  get  the 
road  leading  to  Brownsville  on  the 
north.  Scarceh'  had  he  done  so  when 
the  divisions  of  Osterhaus  and  A.  J. 
Smith  of  Grant's  army  appeared  on 
the  Ra^^nond  road  and  attacked  the 
Confederate  skirmishers.  Accord- 
ingly Pemberton  formed  a  battle  line 


west  of  Raymond  on  the  road  to  Ed- 
wards' Station.  On  the  16th  Grant 
at  Clinton  learned  that  Pemberton  in- 
tended to  attack  him,  whereupon  he 
ordered  McPherson  with  the  divisions 
of  Logan  and  Crocker  to  close  up 
rapidly  on  Ilovey  and  the  four  divi- 
sions under  McClernand  on  the  Ray- 
mond and  Middle  roads  to  move  for- 
ward  cautiously   and   establish  com- 
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withLoring  on  the  right  covering  Ray- 
mond road,  Bowen  in  the  centre  and 
Stevenson  on  the  left  on  the  northern 
point  of  a  narrow  road  known  as 
Champion's  Hill  covering  the  Clinton 
road  and  the  intersection  of  the  cross- 
road. Altogether  Pemberton  had 
about  17,500  men,  while  Grant  had 
32,000  men  formed  in  seven  divisions 
as  follows  —  Hovey  's  at  Bolton  on  the 
Clinton  road,  Logan's  and  Crocker's 
on  the  same  road  a  few  miles  in 
Hovey 's  rear,  Osterhaus'  on  a  cross- 
road half  way  from  Raymond  to  Bol- 
ton, Carr's  a  short  distance  in  his 
rear,  and  Blair's  and  A.  J.  Smith's 


munications  with  each  other;  he  him- 
self then  hastened  by  the  Clinton  road 
to  the  front.  About  8  o'clock  A.  J. 
Smith's  division  advancing  along  the 
Raymond  road  attacked  and  drove  in 
Loring's  skirmishers,  and  Osterhaus 
on  the  middle  road  engaged  those  in 
front.  At  2  p.  m.  McClernand  received 
an  order  from  Grant  to  advance, 
whereupon  the  divisions  of  Smith  and 
Osterhaus  began  the  attack.  But 
meanwhile  the  battle  was  being  fought 
out  and  decided  on  the  right  of  Cham- 
pion's Hill.  Advancing  along  the 
Clinton  road  Hovey  began  skirmish- 
ing with  Stevenson  about  10  o'clock 
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and  was  preparing  for  a  general  as- 
sault when  ordered  by  Grrant  to  wait 
for  news  from  McClernand.  At  11 
0  'clock  Logan  came  up,  and  as  nothing 
had  been  heard  from  MoClernand  the 
line  was  formed  for  a  general  attack 
with  Hovey  south  of  the  Clinton  road 
and  Logan  on  his  right.  At  about 
noon  Hovey 's  troops  climbed  Cham- 
pion's Hill  -and  advanced,  driving 
back  Stevenson's  right  and  capturing 
11  guns.  Soon  after  this  Logan,  who 
had  worked  around  on  Stevenson's  left 
on  the  north  side  of  the  hill  attacked 
and  drove  back  Stevenson's  left  and 
captured  7  guns.  Being  compelled  to 
take  ground  to  the  left  in  order  to 
meet  Logan's  flank  movement  and 
cover  the  road  to  Baker's  Creek  and 
Edwards'  Station,  Stevenson  induced 
Pemberton  to  draw  Bowen  to  the  left 
and  close  the  interval  between  the  two 
divisions  while  Loring  should  compel 
an  engagement  with  Bowen.  At  2 
o'clock  Bowen  closed  in  on  Steven- 
son's two  leading  brigades  (Green's 
and  F.  M.  Cockrell's)  and  attacked 
Hovey  furioush-  driving  him  back 
dowm  the  hill  and  recapturing  9  guns. 
Finally,  however,  two  brigades  of 
Crocker's  division  came  to  Hovey 's 
support  and  checked  the  Confeder- 
ates. The  Union  artillery  then 
poured  such  an  effective  enfilading 
fire  upon  Stevenson's  line  that  it 
was  much  demoralized,  whereupon 
Hovey  and  Crocker  again  charged 
up  the  hill  and  drove  back  Stevenson 
and  Bowen.  Accordingly,  seeing  his 
left    entirely    broken,    Pemberton    at 


3  o'clock  ordered  a  general  retreat, 
at  the  same  time  oi'dering  Loring 
to  cover.  Meanwhile  Loring,  leav- 
ing General  Lloyd  Tilglmaan's  brigade 
on  the  Raymond  road  to  oppose 
Smith  and  Blair,  had  closed  up  on 
Bowen  with  two  brigades,  and  when 
the  retreat  began  was  forming  his  men 
beyond  the  Raymond  road  when  he 
was  attacked  by  Osterhaus  and  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  to  the  Rajmiond 
road.  At  the  same  time  A.  J.  Smith 
attacked  Tilghman's  force  and  killed 
Tilghman.  Loring  then  reunited  his 
command  and  retreated  along  the 
Raymond  road,  but  when  he  came  to 
the  ford  of  Baker's  Creek  found  it  in 
possession  of  the  Union  troops  and 
realizing  that  he  had  been  cut  off 
from  Pemberton 's  army  moved  off  to 
the  south,  abandoned  his  artillery,  and 
on  the  19th  joined  General  Johnston 
who  meanwhile  had  reoccupied  Jack- 
son. The  Union  loss  was  410  killed, 
1,844  wounded,  and  187  missing.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  380  killed,  1,018 
wounded,  and  2,441  missing.* 

After  his  defeat  General  Pemberton 
withdrew  his  army  across  Big  Black 
River  and  was  pursued  by  Grant  on 
the  17th.  Pemberton  tried  to  hold  the 
bridge  head  on  the  east  side  of  the 
stream,  but  the  Confederates  had  lost 
heart  and  w^ere  filled  with  consterna- 


*  Official  liccoids,  vol.  xxiv. ;  Greene,  The  Mis- 
sissippi, pp.  149-100;  Grant.  Personal  Memoirs; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  p.  508  et  seq.; 
Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
183-11)2 ;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  220-222:  vol.  vii.,  pp.  141-148:  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii., 
pp.   117-120, 
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tion  at  the  swift  movements  and  im- 
petuous onsets  of  Grant.  The  Con- 
federates were  posted  in  the  river  bot- 
tom on  the  east  bank  with  a  long  line 
of  rifle-pits  which  were  defended  by 
the  bayous.  They  presented  a  some- 
what formidable  front  as  the  Union 
army  approached,  but  Grant  found 


that  under  cover  of  the  river  bank  the 
rifle-pits  could  be  flanked.  This  was 
done  and  an  attack  was  made,  the  Con- 
federates hastily  retreating.  Pember- 
ton  fell  back  across  the  bridge  after 
losing  18  guns  and  1,750  prisoners.* 
His  troops  on  the  Avest  bank  of  the 
river  covered  the  disorderly  retreat, 


•Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  161-164;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  120- 
121. 


enabling  most  of  his  troops  on  the 
east  side  to  get  over,  whereupon  he 
ordered  all  of  his  command  to  with- 
draw within  the  intrenched  lines  of 
Vicksburg.  The  fortified  position  at 
Snyder's  Bluff  on  the  Yazoo  was  aban- 
doned and  the  garrison  brought  into 
the  city  while  the  outpost  at  Warren- 
ton  on  the  south  was  also  drawn  in. 

Around  the  exterior  line  of  defence, 
which  was  tibout  eight  miles  in  length, 
were  102  pieces  of  field  artillery  and 
about  19,000  effective  men.     On  the 
river  front  were  40  heavy  guns  with 
about  700  men.    On  the  18th  Pember- 
ton  received  a  dispatch  from  Johns- 
ton advising  him  to  evacuate  Vicks- 
burg  and  march   to   the   northeast.* 
After  a  council  of  war,  however,  Pem- 
berton  decided  to  make  the  attempt  to 
hold  Vicksburg.     On  the   same   day 
Grant  closed  in,  established  his  base 
on  the  Yazoo  River  above  Vicksburg, 
while  Sherman  on  the  right  reoccupicd 
Haynes'    and    Snyder's    Bluffs.      On 
Sherman's      left      McPherson      held 
ground  on  both  sides  of  the  Jackson 
road  while  McClernand's  division  was 
stationed  on  the  south  of  McPherson 
and     extended     toward     Warrenton. 
From  the  demoralization  of  the  Con- 
federates Grant  hoped  that  he  might 
carry  their  works  by  storm,  and  at 
2  p.  M.  of  the  19th  ordered  a  general 
assault.     Sherman   advanced   on  the 
right  and  after  hard  fighting  gained 
the  ditch  of  the  works  near  the  Grave- 
yard road,  but  could  advance  no  far- 


•  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  i.,  p.  272. 
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ther  and  was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of 
942  killed  and  wounded.* 

Notwithstanding  the  experience  of 
the  19th,  Grant  determined  to  make 
another  assault.  Accordingly  on  May 
21  orders  were  issued  for 
a  general  assault  on  the 
whole  line  to  commence 
at  10  A.  M.  on  the  22d. 
Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  22d  a  furious  cannon- 
ade was  opened  on  the 
Confederate  lines,  in 
which  Porter's  fleet 
joined,  and  at  10  o'clock 
Grant's  40,000  men  threw 
themselves  against  the 
20,000  Confederates  cov- 
ered by  intrenchments. 
The  Union  troops  met  a 
terrific  hail  of  musketry 
and  grape  and  canister 
from  the  field  guns.  In 
some  i^laces  Sherman  and 
McPherson  reached  the 
ditch  of  the  Confederate 
works  and  planted  their 
colors  on  the  parapet,  but 
in  general  the  assault  was 
repulsed  and  the  troops 
fell  back  under  shelter. 
On  the  left  McClernand 
carried  a  jiart  of  the 
Confederate  line  but  was  soon  driven 
out.  About  noon  McClernand  re- 
ported that  he  had  partial  possession 
of  two  forts  and  that  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  were  floating  over  them,  t   He 


said  that  if  he  were  supported  on  the 
right  complete  success  would  be  as- 
sured. Accordingly  Grant  ordered 
McPherson  and  Sherman  to  renew  the 
assault  but  the  new  attack  only  served 
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*  Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  105-170. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  i..  p.  17 


to  increase  the  casualties  of  the  Union 
army  without  any  appreciable  advan- 
tage in  position.  The  firing  contin- 
ued until  dark  when  the  Union  troops 
were  withdrawn  after  having  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  502  killed,  2,550 
wounded  and  147  missing.    The  Cod- 
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federate  loss  was  not  over  500.  This 
action  of  MoClernand  led  to  a  bitter 
controversy  after  the  battle,  in  which 
McClernand  took  action  to  insinuate 
that  Grant  had  not  properly  supported 
him.  As  this  reflected  also  on  Sher- 
man and  McPherson,  Grant  immedi- 
ately removed  McClernand  from  com- 
mand of  the  13th  corps  and  placed  it 
under  E.  O.  C.  Ord.* 

This  assault  convinced  Grant  that 
the  position  of  the  Confederates  was 
so  strong  that  the  city  could  be  taken 
only  by  a  regular  siege. f  The  in- 
vesting line  was  about  15  miles  long 
extending  from  Haynes'  Bluff  to 
Vicksburg,  thence  to  "Warrenton  on 
the  s^uth.  Artillery  was  put  in  com- 
manding places  and  rifle-pits  and  cov- 
ered waj^s  constructed  to  connect  the 
entire  command  by  the  shortest  route. 
In  no  place  were  the  opposing  lines 
more  than  600  yards  apart  and  as  the 
work  was  pushed  forward  rapidly  the 
distance  was  greatly  reduced.  When- 
ever an  advance  position  was  secured 
and  covered  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  the.  batteries  were  again  moved 
forward. 

The  situation  in  Vicksburg  was 
truly  pitiable.  The  town  was  filled 
with  wounded  from  the  battles  preced- 
ing the  siege,  and  the  effective  sol- 
diers were  exceedingly  gloomy  at  the 
steady,  systematic  work  of  the  invest- 
ing army.    The  bursting  of  the  shells 


and  the  whizzing  and  clattering  sound 
of  I  lie  shrapnel  struck  terror  to  the 
women  and  children  and  they  finally 
began  to  build  caves  which  soon  served 
them  as  dweUing  places.  There  was 
lack  of  the  proper  kind  of  food  and  as 
the  siege  progressed  the  inhabitants 
faced  starvation.  Soon  after  the 
siege  began  the  meat  rations  were  re- 
duced one-half,  and  when  the  s.upply 
of  meat  and  bacon  was  exhausted  the 
flesh  of  horses  and  mules  was  eaten. 
Corn  meal  began  to  run  low  and  grad- 
ually, worn  out  by  incessant  work  and 
emaciated  from  lack  of  nourishment, 
the  soldiers  began  to  talk  of  mutiny.* 
Of  this  Grant  received  an  inkling  from 
the  reports  of  deserters  and  the  con- 
versations of  pickets  during  tempo- 
rary truces.  Accordingly,  he  steadily 
and  grimly  closed  about  the  be- 
leaguered city  and  prepared  for  a  final 
assault.  By  June  25  a  sap  had  been 
run  to  the  Confederate  parapet  and  a 
mine  was  exploded  just  north  of  the 
Jackson  road.  A  lodgment  inside  the 
works  was  effected  bj^  two  Union  regi- 
ments, but  they  were  driven  out  the 
next  day.  On  July  1  another  mine 
was  exploded  but  no  attempt  was 
made  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Three 
other   mines   were    set    off   at    other 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
pp.  286-288.  See  also  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  i., 
p.  327  et  seq.;  Badeau,  Military  History  of  U.  >S'. 
Oratit,  vol.  i.,  p.  364. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  337. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiv.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  082. 
See  also  Rhodes,  United  fitates,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  313- 
316.  Pollard  denounces  this  as  untrue:  "The 
statement  that  the  garrison  of  Vicksburg  was 
surrendered  on  account  of  an  inexorable  distress, 
in  which  the  soldiers  had  to  feed  on  mules,  with 
the  occasional  luxury  of  rats,  is  either  to  be 
taken  as  a  designing  falsehood  or  as  the  crudi- 
ties of  that  foolish  newspaper  romance  so  com- 
mon in  the  war.  In  neither  case  does  it  merit 
refutation,"  etc. —  Third  Year  of  the  War,  p.  68. 
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points  whicli  resulted  in  the  killing 
and  wounding  of  a  number  of  men,  but 
no  practical  advantage  was  gained. 
Tbe  lines  now  were  very  close  and  the 
casualties  on  each  side  were  from  10 
to  100  a  day.  By  June  30  Grant  had 
re.ceive.d  reinforcements  raising  Ms 
army  to  71,000  men,  besides  which  he 
had  in  position  248  guns  of  which  220 
were  field-pieces  and  28  heavy  naval 
guns.  A  large  part  of  the  army  was 
placed  under  Sherman's  command 
and  sent  to  check  the  advance  of 
Johnston's  army  from  Jackson.  By 
July  1  Grant's  approaches  were  close 
to  the  Confederate  works  and  at 
many  points  were  within  from  5  to  100 
yards  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly  or- 
ders were  given  to  prepare  for  a  gen- 
ei'al  assault  on  the  6th.  By  this  time, 
however,  Pemberton  was  convinced 
that  he  could  not  repel  another  as- 
sault. Accordingly,  on  July  3,  white 
flags  were  displayed  on  the  Confed- 
erate works  and  a  note  was  sent  to 
Grant  proposing  an  armistice  to  ar- 
range terms  of  capitulation.  After  a 
conference  Grant  wrote  a  letter  to 
Pemberton  offering  such  terms,  which 
after  a  little  delay  were  accepted.  At 
10  A.  M.  on  July  4  the  Confederate 
troops  marched  out,  each  di\'ision  in 
front  of  its  works,  stacked  anns,  laid 
their  colors  upon  them,  and  then  re- 
turned toward  the  town  where  they 
were  subsequently  paroled.  The  pris- 
oners siirrendered  numbered  29,391, 
besides  which  172  pieces  of  artillery, 
60,000  muskets  and  a  large  amount  of 
ammunition  were  captured.     Grant's 


entire  loss  during  the  campaign  was 
1,243  killed,  7,095  wounded  and  535 
missing,  while  the  Confederate  loss 
including  the  prisoners  must  have 
aggregated  40,000  killed,  wounded  and 
captured.* 

Meanwhile,  on  June  29,  Johnston 
had  marched  west  to  operate  in  the 
rear  of  Grant.  He  was  about  to  move 
on  the  morning  of  July  5  to  the  south 
of  the  Vicksburg  and  Jackson  Rail- 
road when  he  heard  that  Vicksburg 


*  O/flcial  Records,  vols,  xxiv.,  xxv.,  xxvii. ; 
Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  174-208;  Grant,  I'er- 
sonal  Memoirs;  Sherman,  Personal  Memoirs,  vol. 
i.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  482-570; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
282-310;  Johnston's  Narrative;  Badeau,  Military 
History  of  Grant,  vol.  i.;  Swinton,  Decisive 
Battles;  Mahan,  Gulf  and  Inland  Waters;  Davis, 
Rise  aiid  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government; 
Pollard,  Third  Year  of  the  War;  William  R. 
Livermore,  The  Vickshurg  Campaign  (19.1  "2); 
Frederick  D.  Grant,  With  Grant  at  Vicksburg, 
in  The  Outlook,  vol.  lix.,  pp.  533-543  (1808); 
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R.  M.  Hughes,  General  Johnston  (1893);  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  vii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp. 
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had  fallen,  wliereupon  he  retreated  to 
Jackson  and  occupied  a  line  of  works 
covering  the  town  with  both  flanks  on 
Pearl  River.  Sherman  had  been  held 
in  readiness  to  move  back  and  drive 
the  Confederates  from  the  State. 
When  Vicksburg  fell  he  moved  across 
the  Big  Black  at  three  different  points 
with  Ms  own  corps  and  those  of  Gen- 
erals Ord  and  Parke  and  by  July  11 
was  close  up  to  Johnston's  works  and 
shelhng  the  city  with  nearly  100  guns. 
The  13th  corps  under  Ord  was  on  the 
right,  the  loth  corps  under  Sherman 
in  the  centre  and  the  7th  corps  under 
Parke  on  the  left.  On  the  12th  the 
artillery  lire  was  increased  and  Lau- 
man's  division  of  Ord's  corps  moving 
in  dense  woods  and  coming  too  close 


to  the  Confederate  works,  was  struck 
in  flank  and  driven  back  in  disorder, 
losing  over  500  men  in  killed,  wounded 
and  captured.  The  siege  continued 
until  the  morning  of  the  17th  when 
Johnston  after  evacuating  Jackson  re- 
treated to  Brandon  and  then  to  Mor- 
ton where  he  arrived  on  the  20th. 
Johnston  was  pursued  as  far  as  Bran- 
don by  Steele's  division.  Sherman  re- 
mained at  Jackson  for  five  days  de- 
stroying much  property  of  every  de- 
scription and  then  returned  to  Vicks- 
burg. The  Union  loss  in  the  siege  was 
129  killed,  762  wounded  and  231  miss- 
ing or  captured,  while  the  Confeder- 
ate loss  was  71  killed,  50-4  wounded 
and  764  missing  or  captured.* 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

1S63. 

THE  SIEGE   OF   POET   HUDSON. 

Halleck's  instructions  to  Banks  —  The  occupation  of  Baton  Rouge  —  Union  defeats  at  Galveston  —  Operations 
at  Bayou  Teche  — •  Farragut's  passage  of  the  batteries  —  Weitzel's  operations  —  Cooke's  capture  of  Butte- 
a-la-Rose  — •  The  investment  and  capture  of  Port  Hudson. 


The  great  work  of  freeing  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  not  complete  when  Vicks- 
burg was  captured.  Port  Hudson,  a 
small  village  in  Louisiana  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  135  miles 
above  New  Orleans,  had  been  occupied 
by  the  Confederates  under  General 
Breckinridge  after  their  defeat  at 
Baton  Rouge  on  August  5,  1862.  The 
place  was  on  a  sharp  bend  of  the  river 
on  bold  bluffs  rising  75  to  90  feet 
above  it,  which  for  three  miles  along 


the  river  were  strengthened  by  forti- 
fications and  armed  with  heavy  guns. 
In  December  of  1862  General  Butler 
had  been  succeeded  by  General  N.  P. 
Banks  who  was  ordered  to  clear  the 
Mississippi  River  and  to  occupy  the 
Red  River  country  as  a  protection  for 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas  and  as  a  base 


*  Official  Rrcords,  vol.  xxiv. ;  Sherman's  Mem- 
oirs, vol.  i.;  Johnston's  Narrative;  Grant's 
Memoirs,  vol.  i.,  liattles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii. ; 
Confederate'  Military  History,  vol.  vii.,  pt.  ii., 
pp.   1G2-163. 
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for  future  operations  agaiust  Texas. 
He  was  also  authorized  to  assume  con- 
trol of  any  military  forces  from  the 
upper  Mississippi  which  might  come 
within  his  command  and  to  exercise 
supreme  authority  as  far  up  the  river 
as  he  ascended.     When  the  instruc- 
tions were  issued  authority  had  been 
given  to  General  McClernand  to  or- 
ganize  an   expedition   on  the   upper 
Mississippi  to  reduce  Vicksburg  and 
the   Government    at   Washington   in- 
tended that  Banks  should  ascend  the 
river   from   New    Orleans,   join   Mc- 
Clernand at  Vicksburg  and   assume 
command  of  operations  at  that  place. 
On  his  arrival  at  New  Orleans  Banks 
was  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Con- 
federates  held  Port  Hudson   armed 
with  21  heavy  guns  and  garrisoned  by 
between     12,000     and     16,000     men. 
Nothing  was  heard  from  McClernand 
or   Grant  and  on   the   18th  General 
Cuvier  Grover  with  a  division  of  18,- 
000  men  and  some  artillery  was  sent 
to  take  possession  of  Baton  Rouge,  25 
miles  south  of  Port  Hudson;  this  was 
accomplished  without  opposition  and 
was  the  tirst  step  in  the  reduction  of 
Port  Hudson. 

The  next  movement  was  not  so  ju- 
dicious. At  the  earnest  entreaties  of 
General  Andrew  J.  Hamilton,  the  mili- 
tary governor  of  Texas,  Banks  sent  a 
small  detachment  to  take  possession 
of  Galveston  on  the  Texan  coast.  On 
December  24,  260  men  of  the  42d  Mas- 
sachusetts were  landed  and  encamped 
on  the  city  wharf.  At  daybreak  of 
January  1,  1863,    General  Magruder, 


the  Confederate  commander  in  that 
department,  made  a  combined  naval 
and  land  attack  on  the  Union  fleet  in 
the  bay  and  the  troops  in  the  city. 
The  Westfield  was  blown  up  and  de- 
stroyed by  her  officers  to  prevent  cap- 
ture; the  Harriet  Lane  was  boarded, 
and  surrendered  after  her  captain  and 
executive  officer  had  been  killed.  The 
land  force  was  attacked  by  a  largely 
superior  force  and  surrendered  after 
a  stout  resistance,  in  which  it  had  20 
men  killed  and  wounded.  Magruder 
reported  his  loss  as  26  killed  and  117 
wounded.  The  other  United  States 
vessels  then  abandoned  the  blockade, 
but  Farragut  quickly  restored  it,  soon 
after  which,  on  January  11,  a  strange 
vessel  was  seen  outside  and  the  Ilat- 
teras  was  sent  to  overhaul  her.  She 
proved  to  be  the  noted  Alabama,  and 
after  a  short  and  hot  fight  she  sunk  the 
Baiteras,  saving  her  crew.  Ten  days 
later  the  Union  gunboats  Velocity  and 
Morning  Light,  blockading  Sabine 
Pass,  were  attacked  by  Confederate 
steamers,  driven  out  to  sea,  and  cap- 
tured, with  guns,  prisoners,  and  a 
large  amount  of  stores.* 

The  next  attempt  of  a  military  kind 
was  in  the  region  of  the  Bayou  Teche 
west  of  the  Mississippi  where  the  Con- 
federates, with  the  aid  of  a  gunboat 
named  the  Cotton,  were  committing 
depredations.    On  January  11  General 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  x\-. ;  Mahan,  The  Gulf 
and  Inland  Waters;  Maclay,  Ilistory  of  the  Xavy, 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  563-565;  Lossing,  Field  Book  of  the 
Civil  War,  vol.  ii.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  571,  586.  vol.  iv.,  p.  605;  Confederate  Military 
History,  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  80-06. 
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Godfrey  Weitzel  crossed  to  Brashear 
City  and  embarked  liis  men  for  the 
ascent  of  the  Atchafalaya,  the  cavalry 
and  artillery  proceeding  by  land. 
Having-  taken  refuge  in  the  Bayou 
Teche,  the  Cotton  was  attacked  by  a 
gunboat  supported  by  Weitzel 's 
troops.  Finally  the  Cotton  was  set 
on  fire  to  i)revent  her  capture,  where- 
upon the  Union  gunboats  were  with- 
drawn and  the  troops  fell  back  to 
their  encampment  at  Thibodeaux. 

After  providing  for  the  security  of 
New    Orleans    Banks    organized    his 
available  forces  into  four  divisions  un- 
der command  of  General  C.  C.  Augur, 
Thomas  W.  Sherman,  W.  H.  Emory 
and  Grover.     At  this  time  news  ar- 
rived that  two  of  Colonel  Ellet's  rams, 
after  running  the  batteries  at  Vicks- 
burg,   had   been  captured.     Admiral 
Farragut  then  determined  to  run  past 
the  batteries  at  Port  Hudson,  to  re- 
capture or  destroy  the  rams,  and  thus 
to  control  the  river  as  far  up  as  Vicks- 
burg  and  cut  off  supplies   from   the 
Red  River  country.    At  the  same  time 
the  land  forces  under  Banks  Avere  to 
threaten  Port  Hudson  from  the  rear. 
On  March  14, 1863,  Banks  moved  from 
Baton  Rouge  with  17,000  men  to  the 
rear    of   Poi-t    Hudson.      That    night 
Farragut  with  nine  vessels  carrying 
116  guns  started  to  run  the  batteries. 
Leading  the  way  at  the  head  of  the 
fleet  with  the  flagship  Hartford,  ac- 
companied by  the  gunboat  Albatross 
made  fast  to  her  port  side,  Farragut 
started    at    9:30    o'clock.      Most    of 
the  fleet,  under  the  heavy  fire  brought 


to  bear  on  theui,  failed  to  pass 
the  batteries  and  put  back.  The 
Mississippi  succeeded  in  getting  by 
the  lower  batteries  but  then  ran 
aground,  and  being  under  the  fire  of 
three  heavy  batteries  was  burned  by 
her  commander,  the  crew  escaping 
down  the  river  in  the  small  boats.  The 
Hartford  and  Albatross,  however, 
passed  the  batteries  unscathed  and 
communicated  with  Porter's  fleet 
above  Vieksburg.  Farragut 's  loss 
was  113  killed  and  wounded.* 

The  navy  now  had  control  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Red  River,  and  Banks, 
reverting  to  the  execution  of  his  turn- 
ing movement  by  the  Atchafalaya,  re- 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  turned  his 
attention  to  that  part  of  Louisiana 
west  of  New  Orleans  and  bordering  on 
the  Teche  River  where  the  Confeder- 
ates were  in  considerable  force  under 
General  R.  Taylor.     Since  Weitzel 's 
expedition  in  January,   several   new 
fortifications  had  been  erected  by  the 
Confederates  who   had  concentrated 
their  forces  at  several  stations  on  the 
Teche  River  with  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  threatening  New  Orleans.    Ac- 
cordingly Banks   advanced  with  his 
force  to  Berwick  where  he  arrived  on 
April  11  and  commenced  a  series  of 
operations  which  swept  the  Confeder- 
ates from  their  strongholds  through- 
out the  central  region  from  the  Gulf 
to  the  Red  River.    On  April  12  to  13 
there  were  engagements  between  the 
Confederates  and  the  divisions  under 


*  Maclay,  History  of  the  Xavy,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  432- 
434:   Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  214-218. 
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Emory  and  Weitzel  in  (lie  vicinity  of 
Pattersoiiville    at    tlie    mouth   of   the 
Tt'che,  but  on  the  night  of  the  13th, 
after   having  suffered  severely,   the 
Confederates   abandoned   their   posi- 
tion.     Meanwhile    Grover    with    the 
force   under  his  command   ascended 
Grand  Lake  from  Brashear  City  and 
effected  a  landing  at  Irish  Bend  in  the 
rear  of  the  Confederates.     lie  then 
marched    toward    Franklin    and    on 
April  14  routed  the  Confederates  after 
their  retreat  from  the  batteries  below. 
Banks  advanced  with  his  force  to  New 
Iberia  and  took  possession  of  and  de- 
stroyed an  extensive  salt  works  in  the 
vicinity.     He  then  pushed  vigorously 
foi'ward  and  on  April  17  Grover  came 
upon   the    Confederates    strongly    in- 
trenched with  a  battery  of  six  pieces 
at  Bayou   Vermillion,   but   after  de- 
stroying the  bridge  over  the  bayou  the 
enemy    beat    a    hasty    retreat.      The 
Union   troops   quickly    followed   and 
continued  the  pursuit  until  Opelousas 
was  reached  and  occupied  on  the  20th. 
General  William  Dwight  then  pushed 
forward  through  Washington  toward 
Alexandria.     Meanwhile  on  April  20 
Lieutenant  A.  P.  Cooke  of  the  navy 
with  a  gunboat  and  four  companies  of 
artillery  attacked  Butte-a-la-Eose  and 
thus  M-as  secured  what  Banks  called 
the  key  to  the  Atchafalaya.     Follow- 
ing up  these   advantages  Banks,   on 
]\Iay  8,  occupied  Alexandria  driving 
the       Confederates       northwestward 
toward      Shreveport.        Banks     then 
moved  down   the   Red   River  and   on 
May  21  landed  on  the  opposite  bank 


ol"  the  Mississippi  at  Bayou  Sara,  a 
few  miles  above  Port  Hudson.  On 
the  23d  a  junction  was  effected  with 
the  advance  of  Generals  Augur  and 
T.  W.  Sherman,  who  had  brought  up 
their  forces  from  Baton  Rouge.  Thus 
the  Union  line  now  occupied  the  Bayou 
Sara  road  at  a  distance  of  five  miles 
from  Port  Hudson.* 

On  May  26  the  investment  of  Port 
Hudson  was  complete  with  about  14,- 
000  men.    General  Frank  Gardner  who 
commanded  at  Port  Hudson  had  been 
ordered  by  General  Joseph  E.  Johns- 
ton on  May  19  to  evacuate  the  place 
with  his  7,000  troops,  but  the  order 
came  too  late.    Under  the  impression 
that     the     Confederate     force     was 
smaller  than  it  actually  was.  Banks, 
on  the  moiTiing  of  the  27th,'  ordered 
an  assault.    On  the  land  side  of  Port 
Hudson  the  Confederate  fortifications 
consisted  of  a  series  of  strong  works 
connected    by    rifle-pits     (containing 
about  30  field-guns)  with  their  flanks 
resting  on  the  river  above  and  below 
the    place.      The    investing   line    was 
about  7  miles  in  length  with  Weitzel 's 
brigade  and  the  divisions  of  Dwight 
and  Grover  on  the  right,  Augur's  di- 
vision   in    the    centre    and    part    of 
Thomas  W.  Sherman's  division  on  the 
left.     The  assault  was  to  take  place 
simultaneously  along  the  entire  line. 
After  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  Weit- 
zel on  the  I'iglit,  commanding  his  own 
and  Dwight 's  troops,  moved  forward 
at  10  0  'clock  and  was  severely  engaged 

*  Battles  and  Leaders,   vol.   Hi.,  p.  5SG   et  seq.; 
Greene,  The  Mississippi,  pp.  21!)-220. 
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until  late  in  the  afternoon,  hj  which 
time  he  had  gained  a  little  ground. 
On  Weitzel's  left  Grover  gained  and 
held  a  commanding  position  within 
200  yards  of  the  Confederate  works. 


HUDSON 


In  the  centre  and  on  the  left  Augur  and 
Sherman  did  not  begin  their  advance 
until  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  they 
were  met  with  so  severe  a  fire  of  can- 
non and  musketry  that  they  were  un- 
able to  cross  the  parapet  and  were 


withdrawn  at  night.    The  only  advan- 
tages gained  were  the  advance  posi- 
tions held  by  Weitzel  and  Grover.    In 
the  assault  the  Union  loss  was  293 
killed,  1,545  wounded  and  157  miss- 
ing; the  Confederate 
loss    was    about    235 
killed  and  Avounded. 
Realizing  the  impos- 
sibility of  capturing 
the    place    by    storm 
save  at  an  enormous 
loss.     Banks     deter- 
mined to  begin  regu- 
lar siege  operations. 
Siege      guns      were 
planted     and     much 
skirmishing  was  en- 
gaged     in,      during 
which      the      Union 
lines  gained  a  little 
ground.    On  June  10 
heavy    artillery    fire 
was  indulge<l  in  and 
at   3    o'clock   on   the 
morning  of  the  11th 
the      Union      troops 
made    an    attack    to 
get  within  assaulting 
distance  of  the  works. 
Some   of  the   troops 
advanced  within  the 
abatis   but  were    re- 
pulsed with  consider- 
siderable  loss. 
Meanwhile  Banks  had  reorganized 
his    command.      Sherman    had    been 
severely  wounded  and  was  succeeded 
by  Dwight,  and  Grover  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  right  wing  consisting 
of  his  own  and  H.  E.  Paine 's  divi- 
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sions  of  Weitzel's  brigade,  the  line 
being  formed  from  right  to  left  as 
follows:  Weitzel,  Grover,  Paine, 
Augur  and  Dwight.  As  the  line  of  in- 
vestment was  well  advanced  Banks  at 
dajiight  of  June  34  made  a  second 
general  assault  from  his  left  and  right. 
On  the  left  Dwight  attempted  to  gain 
entrance  to  the  works  by  passing  a 
ravine,  while  Grover  and  Weitzel 
made  the  main  attack  on  the  right.  In 
this,  however,  the  Union  troops  were 
unsuccessful  and  were  bloodily  re- 
pulsed with  a  loss  of  203  killed,  1,401 
wounded  and  188  missing,  while  the 
Confederates  lost  only  '22  killed  and 
25  wounded.  The  only  advantage 
gained  was  a  few  yards'  nearer  ap- 
proach to  the  works  on  the  right,  and 
on  the  left  an  eminence  commanding 
a  strong  part  of  them  and  which  later 
enabled   Banks    to    secure    the    bluff 


within  10  yards  of  the  Confederate 
works.  Siege  operations  were  then 
continued  and  on  the  right  saps  were 
run  to  the  very  line  of  the  Confederate 
works.  On  the  left  a  mine  was  pre- 
jiared  to  contain  30  barrels  of  powder, 
and  a  storming  column  of  1,000  volun- 
teers was  organized,  but  during  the 
night  of  July  6  Gardner  having  learned 
that  Vicksiburg  had  surrendered  re- 
quested a  cessation  of  hostilities  with 
a  view  to  surrender.  On  the  8th 
terms  of  capitulation  were  arranged 
and  Gardner  sixrrendered  the  fort 
with  6,340  officers  and  men,  51  guns, 
7,500  muskets,  large  quantities  of  am- 
munition, and  2  river  steamers.  Dur- 
ing the  siege  the  Union  loss  was  70S 
killed,  3,336  wovmded,  and  319  miss- 
ing, an  aggregate  of  4,363.  Incomplete 
Confederate  returns  show  a  loss  of 
176  killed  and  447  wounded.* 


CHAPTER   XXVIII. 
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THE    GETTYSBUKG    CAMPAIGN'. 

Lee's  determination  to  invade  the  North  —  Hooker's  movements  —  The  engagements  at  Fleetwood  and  Brandy 
Station  —  The  second  battle  of  Winchester  — •  Cavalry  engagements  at  Aldie,  Middleburg  and  Upperville  — 
Early's  capture  of  Chambersburg  —  Consternation  in  the  North  —  Hooker's  removal  —  The  battle  of 
Gettysbm-g  —  Lee's  retreat  —  The  engagement  at  Manassas  Gap. 


After  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
May  1-3,  1863,  the  opposing  anuies 
resumed  their  positions  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, Lee  on  the  south  side  at 
Fredericksburg  and  Hooker  on  the 
north  side.  Lee  employed  liis  time  for 
several  weeks  in  reorganizing  his 
army  and  dividing  -it  into  three  coi"ps 


commanded  by  Longstre'et,  Ewell  and 
A.  P.  Hill.  Besides,  there  was  Stuart 's 


*  Greene,  The  Mississippi,  chap.  vii. ;  Grant, 
Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  i.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iii.,  pp.  586-509;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  311-327;  Frank  M.  Flinn, 
Campaigning  with  Banks  in  Louisiana  (1887); 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  x.,  pt.  i.,  pp. 
110-120. 
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cavalry  force  of  12,000  men,  so  that 
on  June  1  Lee  had  an  army  of  about 
76,000  men  with  190  guns.  Elated  by 
his  victo-ries  at  Chancellorsville  and 
Fredericksburg,  and  beHeving  that 
nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  remain- 
ing inactive,*  he  decided,  with  Davis' 
approval,  on  an  invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  particular  object  being  to 
relieve  Virginia  of  the  presence  of  a 
hostile  army.  Lee  was  constantly  in- 
formed of  the  situation  at  the  North 
and,  realizing  the  weariness  of  the 
Northern  people  at  the  duration  of  the 
contest  and  the  gro\\'ing  strength  of 
the  Democrats  due  to  the  Confederate 
successes  at  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville,  he  wrote  to  Davis 
that  no  honorable  means  of  dividing 
and  weakening  the  Northerners  should 
be  neglected.  The  Confederate  gov- 
ernment should  give  "  all  the  encour- 
agement we  can  consistently  with  the 
view  to  the  rising  peace  party  of  the 
North.  Nor  do  I  think  we  should,  in 
this  connection,  make  nice  distinctions 
between  those  who  declare  for  peace 
unconditionally  and  those  who  advo- 
cate it  as  a  means  of  restoring  the 
Union,  however  much  we  may  prefer 
the  former,  "t  Nevertheless,  Lee 
trusted  more  to  the  moral  effect  of  « 
great  victory  than  he  did  to  internal 
quarrels  among  the  enemy. 

Accordingly  on  June  3  he  began  his 
campaign  for  the  invasion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania by  sending  Longstreet  and 
Ewell  to  Cidpeper  Court  House  where 


*  official  Rcconls.  vol.  xxvii..  pt.  iii..  p.  8G8. 
t  Ibid,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.   iii.,  p.  SSI. 


the  cavalry  under  Stuart  was  also  con- 
centrated.    A.   P.   Hill   remained  at 
Fredericksburg  to  watch  and  detain 
Hooker.    Hooker's  army  at  this  time 
was  composed  of  iseven  corps,  the  1st 
commanded  by  Reynolds,  the  2d  by 
Hancock,  the  3d  by  Sickles,  the  5th  by 
Meade,  the  6th  by  Sedgwick,  the  11th 
by  Howard  and  the  12tli  by  Slocum, 
aggregating  82,000  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery present  and  fit  for  duty,  with 
410     guns,     to     which     were     added 
Pleasonton's   cavalry  force  of  about 
12,000  men.    With  this  force  Hooker 
beheved  that  he  shou.ld  attack  the  rear 
of  -the  enemy.    Before  Lee  had  actu- 
ally be.gun  his  movement  Hooker  had 
suspected  Lee's  project,  and  to  ascer- 
tain definitely  if  any  actual  movement 
were  in  progress,  bridged  the  river  in 
his  front  and  on  June  6  threw  the 
6th  corps  over  it  at  Franklin's  Cross- 
ing.   From  Falmouth  Heights  he  saw 
that  this  movement  created  consid- 
erable excitement  in  the  Confederate 
camp   and  that  the  enemy  gathered 
from  all  quarters  in  great  force  in 
front    of    Sedgwick;    hence    he    con- 
cluded that  no  movement  was  under 
way  at  that  moment.    Nevertheless  at 
tliis  very  time  Lee's  troops  were  on 
the  march. 

Although  Hooker  was  not  aware  of 
the  large  force  of  Confederate  in- 
fantry Avhich  had  already  arrived  at 
Culpeper  Court  House,  he  ordered 
Pleasonton  who  was  at  Catlett's  Sta- 
tion to  cross  the  Rappahannock  at 
Beverly  and  Kelly's  Fords,  attack 
Stuart  and  ascertain  Lee's  intentions. 
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Pleasonton  had  the  cavalry  divisions 
of  John  Buford  and  Da\'id  M.  Gregg, 
and  Hooker  sent  liim  tAvo  picked  pro- 
visional infantry  brigades  of  3,000 
men  under  Generals  Adelbert  Ames 
and  David  A.  Russell,  making  an  ef- 
fective force  of  10,900  men,  to  oppose 
which  Stuart  had  five  "brigades  of 
10,200  men.  At  daylight  on  June  9, 
1863,  Buiord,  with  his  cavalry  and  one 
brigade  of  infantry,  crossed  at  Bev- 
erly Ford  and  encountered  one  of 
Stuart's  brigades  under  command  of 
General  -Sam  Jones.  A  severe  contest 
ensued  in  which  the  8th  New  York 
cavalry  under  Colonel  B.  F.  Davis  was 
routed  and  its  commander  killed.  The 
8th  Illinois  cavalry  then  charged  and 
drove  Jones  back  two  miles  where  he 
joined  Stu-art  and  the  two  brigades  of 
Wade  Hampton  and  W.  H.  F.  Lee. 
Meanwliile,  with  his  cavalry  division 
and  an  infantry  brigade,  Gregg 
crossed  at  Kelly's  Ford  and,  pushing 
back  B.  H.  Robertson's  brigade,  ap- 
proached Fleetwood  Hill  (a  few  hun- 
dred yards  north  of  Brandy  Station) 
from  the  east,  while  Buford  was  mov- 
ing on  Brandy  Station  from  the  north- 
west. A  hard  hand-to-liand  struggle 
took  place  at  both  points  with  varjing 
success.  Buford  maintained  his  posi- 
tion near  Brandy  Station,  but  at  Fleet- 
.  ood  Hill  Gregg  was  compelled  to 
v.ithdraw  with  a  loss  of  three  guns. 
Satisfied  that  a  great  part  of  Lee's 
army  was  at  Culpeper  preparing  to 
move  on  Washington,  Pleasonton  re- 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  with  about 

100  prisoners.    The  Union  loss  in  this 
Vol.  VI it  — 22 


engagement  was  484  killed  and 
wounded,  and  382  missing.  The  Con- 
federate loss  was  301  killed  and 
wounded,  and  184  missing.* 

At  the  beginning  of  his  prepara- 
tions for  the  Northern  campaign  Lee 
turned  his  attention  to  the  clearing  of 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  which  offered 
a  safe  line  of  operations  and  was  held 
by  LTnion  troops  not  sufficient  in  num- 
bers to  present  a  serious  obstacle.  At 
this  time  Winchester  was  held  by 
General  R.  H.  Milroy  with  the  two 
brigades  of  General  W.  L.  Elliott  and 
Colonel  Ely,  numbering  about  7,000 
men,  ^vith.  a  brigade  of  1,800  men 
under  Colonel  A.  T.  McReynolds  in 
observation  at  Berryville.  General 
B.  F.  Kelley  with  10,000  men  was  at 
Harper's  Ferry  and  a  detachment  of 
1,200  men  and  a  battery  under  Colonel 
B.  F.  Smith  were  at  Martinsburg. 
There  were  outposts  at  Romney  and 
also  toward  Strasburg  and  Front 
Royal,  watching  the  Confederate  cav- 
alry and  infantry  under  General  Al- 
bert G.  Jenkins  in  the  upper  valley. 
On  June  7  Lee  began  his  operations 
by  ordering  General  John  D.  Imboden, 
then  near  Monterey,  to  make  a  demon- 
stration with  his  cavalry  biigade  at 
Romney  by  way  of  the  south  branch 
of  the  Potomac  in  order  to  cover  the 
movement  against  Winchester  and 
prevent  the  Union  troops  at  that  place 
from    being   reinforced    by   Kelley 's 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  US,  172,  201-263;  Double- 
day,  Chaneellorsville  and  Clettyshurg,  pp.  S1-S4; 
Confederate  Military/  History,  vol.  iv.,  p.  IGS 
et  seq. 
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troops  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Oliio  Railroad.  At  the  same  time 
Jenkins  udth  his  brigade  of  cavalry 
was  ordered  to  march  down  the  valley 
and  concentrate  at  Strasburg  or  Front 
Royal  to  cooperate  with  Ewell's  in- 
fantry corps.  Both  Imboden  and  Jon- 
kins  were  in  position  by  the  10th,  on 
wliich  day  Ewell's  corps  set  ont  from 
Brandy  Station  for  Winchester  by  way 
of  Gaines'  Cross  Roads,  Chester  Gap 
and  Front  Royal.  On  the  evening  of 
the  12th  Ewell  arrived  at  Cedarville 
and  on  the  next  day  detached  Jon- 
kins'  cavalry  brigade  and  Rodes'  in- 
fantry division  to  move  on  Borr^-ville 
and  capture  McReynolds'  brigade. 
The  latter,  however,  having  been 
warned  by  Milroy,  had  made  good  his 
retirement  by  a  roundal)ont  way  to 
Winchester  where  he  joined  Milroy  on 
the  night  of  the  13th.  Avoiding  Win- 
chester, Rodes  and  Jenkins  pushed  on 
to  Martinsburg,  and  on  the  1-tth  drove 
Smith  and  his  battery  from  the  place, 
capturing  five  guns  of  the  battery  that 
was  retiring  on  the  Williamsport 
road.  Smith  and  his  infantry  escaped 
by  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Shopherds- 
town  Ford  and  moving  to  Maryland 
Heights.  Meanwhile  Ewell  marched 
direct  on  Winchester,  Early's  division 
advancing  by  Newton  and  the  valley 
pike,  while  Edward  Johnson's  division 
moved  against  the  town  by  the  direct 
road  from  Front  Royal.  After  driv- 
ing in  Milroy 's  outposts,  the  two  divi- 
sions were  in  position  before  Win- 
chester on  the  evening  of  the  13th.- 
The    main    Avorks    at    Winchester 


wore  on  a  ridge  north  of  the  town  and 
consisted  of  two  forts  known  as  the 
"  Main  "  fort  and  the  "  Star  "  fort, 
mounting  4  20-pound  Parrotts  and  2 
24-pound  howitzers.  Surrounding 
these  were  smaller  works  connected 
by  rifle-pits.  On  reaching  Winchester 
McReynolds  had  been  assigned  to  the 
"Star"  fort,  immediately  north  of 
the  main  works.  For  some  days  Mil- 
roy had  felt  the  pressure  from  Con- 
federate cavalry  and  had  no  idea  of 
Lee's  strength  until  a  prisoner  cap- 
tured on  the  evening  of  the  13th  in- 
formed him  that  he  was  confronted 
by  Ewell's  corps  and  that  Longstreet 
was  near.  Realizing  that  an  ordinary 
retreat  was  impracticable,  he  resolved 
to  defend  himself  and,  if  not  relieved, 
to  force  his  waj'  through  the  weakest 
part  of  the  enemy's  lines. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  Early  was 
ordered  by  Ewell  to  attack  the  works 
on  the  north  and  west  of  the  town  the 
next  morning,  while  Johnson  was  to 
make  a  diversion  by  demonstrating 
against  the  east  and  southeast.  John- 
son made  his  attack  between  the  Mill- 
wood and  Berrj^ille  roads  held  by 
Colonel  Ely's  brigade  but  was  re- 
pulsed by  the  8th  and  87th  Pennsyl- 
vania regiments.  After  some  sharp 
fighting  Johnson  gained  part  of  the 
town  but  the  Union  artillery  shelled 
liim  out  of  it  and  he  made  no  further 
effort  to  hold  it.  West  of  the  ridge 
on  which  the  main  forts  were  thrown 
up,  and  abou't  1,300  yards  distant,  was 
another  parallel  ridge  called  Flint 
Ridge,  where  an  isolated  earthwork 
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had  been  constmcted  to  command  the 
Pughtown  and  Romney  roads.  This 
was  hold  by  the  110th  Ohio,  a  com- 
pany of  the  116th  and  a  battery  under 
Lieutenant  Wallace  F.  Randolph,  the 
whole  force  being  under  command  of 


ing  Round  Mountain,  south  of  the 
Pughtown  road  and  putting  20  guns 
in  position  without  being  perceived, 
opened  an  unexpected  fire  on  Keifer's 
work  and  soon  silenced  Randolph's 
battery;    whereupon    Hays'    brigade 


Capture  of 
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Colonel  J.  W.  Keifer.  Leaving  Gor- 
don's brigade  south  of  the  town  to 
engage  Milroy's  attention.  Early 
moved  with  the  remainder  of  his  divi- 
sion to  the  left  and  west,  then  north, 
crossed  the  Romney  road  and  about 
5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  after  gain- 


made  a  quick  dash  and  after  a  stub- 
born conflict  carried  the  work  and  cap- 
tured 6  guns.  Having  lost  40  men 
Kiefer  retired  under  cover  of  the 
fire  from  the  guns  of  the  main  works. 
Then  followed  an  artillery  duel  which 
was  maintained  until  8  p.  m.,  during 
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which  Milroy  withdrew  his  detach- 
ment into  the  main  works.  Night 
ended  the  contest. 

Milroy  was  now  in  a  critical  posi- 
tion, his  ammunition  being  nearly  ex- 
hausted and  his  men  having  but  one 
day's  rations.      At  9  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  the  14tli,  at  a  conference  of 
the  brigade  commanders,  it  was  de- 
cided to  abandon  all  the  artillery  and 
wagons  and  to  force  a  way  through 
the  Confederate  lines  that  night.     Ac- 
cordingly, spiking  all  the  gims,  throw- 
ing the  ammunition  into  the  cisterns, 
and  abandoning  liis  sick  and  wounded, 
Milroy  at  1  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  avoiding  the  town,  moved 
silently    through    a    ravine    about    a 
mile  and  struck  the  Martinsburg  Pike 
following     it     quite     cautiously     for 
about  three  miles.     At  3 :30  a.  m.  Elli- 
ott's  brigade,  which  was  in  advance, 
came  upon  the  Confederate  skirmish- 
ers   and    ascertained    that    Johnson, 
mth  the  main  body  of  the  Confeder- 
ates, was  east  of  and  near  the  road, 
the  Confederates  having  anticipated 
and  intercepted  the  retreat.      When 
Elliott   ascertained   the   situation   he 
sient  forward  his  three  leading  regi- 
ments to  push  back  the  Confederates 
and  clear  the  way  for  the  rest  of  the  col- 
umn to  pass  on  toward  Martinsburg. 
Johnson's  right  was  forced  back  and 
his  artillery  silenced,  but  the  left  of 
his  line  repulsed  all  the  Union  attacks. 
The  main  road  being  blocked  Milroy 
determined    to    try    another    and   di- 
rected the  troops  to  fall  back  a  short 
distance     and     turn     to     the     right. 


Part  of  them  did  so  but  the  greater 
number  turned  to  the  left  and  took  the 
road  to  Bath.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
a  part  of  the  command  accompanied 
by  Milroy  reached  Harper's  Ferry  by 
way  of  Smithfield,  while  those  who 
took  the  Bath  road  (2,700  in  all) 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Hancock  and 
rallied  at  Bloody  Run.  The  greater 
part  of  Ely's  and  McReynolds'  bri- 
gades was  captured.  Johnson  claims 
to  have  taken  2,300  men,  175  horses 
and  11  colors,  while  by  the  capture  of 
Winchester  and  the  defeat  of  Milroy 
the  Confederates  secured  28  guns,  300 
loaded  wagons,  many  horses  and 
about  4,000  prisoners.  Altogether  the 
Union  loss  was  95  killed,  348  wounded 
and  4,000  captured  or  missing,  while 
the  Confederates  lost  only  47  killed, 
219  wounded  and  3  missing.* 

After  the  seizure  of  Winchester 
and  Martinsburg,  Rodes'  division  on 
the  15th  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Wil- 
liamsport,  and  Jenkins'  cavalry  bri- 
gade wasi  sent  in  advance  to  Chambers- 
burg.  On  the  19th  Hagerstown  was 
occupied.  Johnson's  division  crossed 
the  Potomac  and  marched  to  Sharps- 
burg  and  Early's  division  moved  to 
Shepherdstown  to  threaten  Harper's 
Ferry,  the  garrison  of  which  was 
\vithdrawn  on  the  17th  to  Maryland 
Heights.  Thus  the  valley  was  cleared 
of  Union  troops.  In  these  positions 
Ewell  waited  until  the  21st  for  tlie 
other  two  corps  to  close  up,  when  he 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  x.wii. ;  Doubleday,  Chan- 
ccllorsville  and  Octtyshiirg,  pp.  88-n4:  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  ii?  .  pp.  203-26.5. 
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marched  to  Chambers-burg.  Long- 
street  moved  from  Culpeper  ou  the 
15th  and  advancing  along  the  east  side 
of  the  Bkie  Eidge  occui^ied  Ashby's 
and  Snicker's  Gaps. 

On  June  16  Stuart,  with  three  bri- 
gades of  his  cavahy  division,  went 
north  from  the  Rappahannock  to 
screen  the  movement  of  the  Confed- 
erate army  toward  the  Potomac. 
Stuart's  orders  were  to  keep  along  the 
eastern  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  occupy 
the  passes  of  Bull  Run  Mountain,  and 
cover  the  front  of  Longstreet's  corps. 
On  the  17th  Fitzhugh  Lee's  brigade, 
under  Colonel  T.  T.  Munford,  was  sent 
from  Piedmont,  by  way  of  Middle- 
burg,  to  Aldie,  to  hold  the  gap  in  the 
mountain  as  a  screen  to  Longstreet's 
movements,  while  W.  H.  F.  Lee's  bri- 
gade reconnoitered  toward  Thorough- 
fare Gap.  General  Pleasonton  was 
near  Manassas  Junction  and  scouting 
in  the  direction  of  Bull  Run  Moun- 
tain, and  at  2 :30  p.  m.  of  the  17th  Kil- 
patrick's  brigade  of  cavalry  ran  into 
Munford 's  pickets,  driving  them  back 
to  Aldie,  where,  west  of  the  \dllage, 
he  found  Munford  strongly  posted  on 
a  hill  covering  the  road  to  Snicker's 
Gap.  A  severe  engagement  ensued, 
lasting  until  dark,  when  Munford 
withdrew  toward  Middlebiirg  under 
orders  from  Stuart  who  had  been  at- 
tacked. The  Union  loss  was  50  killed, 
131  wounded,  and  124  missing.  Mun- 
ford's  loss  was  119  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

Wliile  Kilpatrick  was  engaged  at 
Aldie  Colonel  A.  N.  Duffie,  with  the 


1st  Rhode  Island  cavalry,  300  strong, 
having  passed  through  Hopewell  Gap, 
reached  Middleburg  about  4  p.  m., 
drove  in  Stuart's  pickets  and  occu- 
pied the  town-,  Stuart  narrowly  escap- 
ing to  Rector's  Cross  Roads,  and 
sending  orders  to  Munford  to  with- 
draw from  Aldie,  the  other  two  bri- 
gades to  move  upon  Middleburg,  and 
all  to  concentrate  against  Duffie.  Rob- 
ertson's brigade  arrived  at  7  p.  m.  and 
attacked  Duffie,  who  was  finally  driven 
from  town  with  severe  loss  and  com- 
pelled to  retreat  by  the  road  upon 
which  he  had  come  until  he  had 
crossed  Little  River,  where  he  halted, 
and  where  during  the  night  he  was 
entirely  surrounded  by  W.  H.  F.  Lee's 
brigade.  Duffie  endeavored  to  cut  his 
way  out,  but  was  met  by  heavy  tire 
and  a  great  part  of  ids  command  cap- 
tured, Duffie  escaping  with  a  few  men 
and  making  his  way  back  to  Hopewell 
Gap  and  Centreville.  His  total  loss, 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  was 
over  200. 

On  the  18th  Stuart  took  position 
outside  of  Middleburg  with  Robert- 
son's brigade.  Munford  was  on  the 
left  at  Union,  and  Jones'  brigade  was 
ordered  up  as  a  reserve.  Pleasonton 
moved  forward  with  all  his  available 
force,  and  occupied  Middleburg  and 
Philmont  on  the  road  to  Snicker's 
Gap.  On  the  19th  Gregg,  with  two 
brigades  of  his  own  division  and  one 
of  Buford's,  advanced  and  steadily 
drove  Stuart  in  the  direction  of  Up- 
perville,  losing  99  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.     During  the  day  Hooker 
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advanced  and  occupied  Aldie  Gap 
with,  infantry.  On  the  20th  Stuart 
concentrated  his  five  brigades  about 
three  miles  west  of  Middleburg, 
Pleasonton  remaining  at  Mrddlel)urg. 
On  the  moniing  of  the  21st,  however, 
he  moved  out  of  Middleburg,  Buford's 
division  In-  the  road  tlirougli  Union  to 
turn  Stuart's  left,  Gregg's  division, 
supported  by  Vincent's  infantry  bri- 
gade, going  on  the  main  road  to  Up- 
perville.  Buford  encountered  W.  H.  F. 
Lee's  and  Jones'  brigades  and  drove 
them  back,  and  Gregg  met  Hampton's 
and  Eobertson's  brigades,  driving 
them  steadily  to  Goose  Creek,  where 
they  remained  several  hours,  when 
they  again  fell  back  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion at  Ii]>perville  with  Jones  and  W. 
H.  F.  Lee,  who  were  retreating  before 
Buford.  As  Pleasonton  neared  Upper- 
ville  the  fight  increased  in  severity, 
and  Stuart  was  driven  through  the 
town  to  Ashby's  Gap.  The  Union 
loss'  during  the  day  was  12  killed,  130 
wounded,  and  67  missing.  On  the  22d 
Pleasonton  fell  back  to  ^Middleburg 
and  Aldie.  The  Union  loss  June  17-21 
was  883  killed,  wounded,  and  missing; 
the  Confederate  loss  was  65  killed,  279 
wounded,  and  166  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  510.* 

On  the  24th  Longstreet  moved  by 
way  of  Berry ville,  crossed  the  Poto- 
mac at  Williamsport  on  the  25th  and 
26th  and  marched  to  Ilagerstown, 
thence  on  the  27th  to  Chambersburg. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii. ;  Doubleday,  Chmi- 
ceUorsinlle  and  Oettyshurg,  pp.  99-104;  JlcClel- 
lan,  Life  of  Stuart. 


A.  P.  Hill  remained  at  Fredericksburg 
until  the  14th  when,  Hooker  having 
fallen  back,  he  moved  down  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley,  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  Shepherdstown  and  joined  Long- 
street  at  Chambersburg.  iStuart  was 
left  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  to  watch  Hooker,  being  in- 
structed to  harass  the  latter  as  much 
as  possible  if  an  attempt  w5re  made 
to  cross  the  Potomac.  At  the  fonnal 
surrender  of  Chambersburg  Early 
laid  it  under  contribution,  receiving 
1,000  hats,  1,200  pairs  of  shoes,  1,000 
socks,  nearly  i}^30,000  in  money  and 
three  days'  rations  of  all  kinds.* 

By  the  middle  of  June  Lee's  move- 
ments warned  the  Noi'th  of  the  ap- 
proaching invasion.!  Ewell's  march 
spread  the  wildest  terror  and  conster- 
nation among  the  rural  population  on 
his  route.  As  early  as  June  15  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  foreseeing  the  invasion, 
had  called  upon  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  Maryland  and  West  Vir- 
ginia to  furnish  100,000  militia  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States  to 
serve  for  six  months.  The  Secretary 
of  War  asked  also  for  aid  from  the 
governors  of  13  of  the  other  States. 
The  response  was  prompt,  especially 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  272. 

t "  So  hopeful  were  the  leaders  of  the  rebel- 
lion in  the  success  of  this  their  project  that  they 
did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  keep  their  inten- 
tions a  secret.  Many  weeks  before  their  at- 
tem])ted  invasion  their  newspapers  freely  referred 
to  it  as  an  event  that  would  surely  happen,  and 
boasted  loudly  of  the  manner  in  which  they  would 
fatten  on  the  spoils  they  would  take  from  the 
rich  farmers  and  well  filled  storehouses  of  the 
Xorth."  Jacobs,  Notes  on  the  Rebel  Invasion, 
p.  6. 
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after  word  was  received  that  Lee's 
troops    were    on    Pennsylvania    soil. 
The  country  was  mid  with  rumors. 
Men,  women  and  children  fled  before 
the  enemy,  and  the  bridge  over  the 
Susquehanna,  the  comunication  of  the 
Cumberland  Valley  with  Harrisburg, 
was  thronged  with  wagons  laden  with 
household  goods  and  furniture.     On 
June  26  Governor  Curtin,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, issued  a  proclamation  calling 
for  60,000  men  to  defend  the  State.* 
Harrisburg  was    supposed   to   be  in 
great   danger   and   a   large   body   of 
troops  was  stationed  there  by  General 
Couch  for   the   defence   of   the  city. 
Finally  the  people  became  so  panic- 
stricken    that    strong    pressure    was 
brought    to    bear    on    the    President 
to  place  McClellan  again  in  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  or  at  all 
events  of  the  militia  for  the  defence 
of   Pennsylvania. t      While    awaiting 
Lincoln 's  action,  however,  word  came 
that  there  had  been  a  change  in  com- 
manders of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Starting   from    the    Rappahannock 
on  the  13th  Hooker  moved  cautiously 
back   toward   the   Potomac   to   cover 
Washington.     On  the  25th,  2Gth  and 
27tli    he    ci'ossed    this    river    at    Ed- 
ward's Ferry  near  Leesburg  and  on 
the    28th    grouped    his    army    about 
Frederick    with    Slocum's    corps    on 
the   left  near   Harper's   Ferry.     He 
desired  to  send  Slocum's  corps  and 
the  10,000  men  comprising  the  garri- 


son at  Maryland  Heights,  which  com- 
manded    Harper's     Ferry,     against 
Lee's  rear  to  cut  his  line  of  commu- 
nications.     He    saw   no    reason  why 
Maryland   Heights   should  be   held,* 
but  Halleck  did  not  approve  its  aban- 
donment "  except  in  case  of  absolute 
necessity."!     Hooker  contended  that 
he  was  unable  with  the  means  at  his 
disposal  to  cover  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Washington  and  at  the  same  time  to 
fight  an  enemy  in  his  front  superior 
to  himself;  hence  he  must  request  to 
be  relieved  of  his  command.    Halleck 
referred  this  matter  to  the  President 
who  immediately  sent  an   order  re- 
lieving Hooker  and  appointing  George 
Gordon  Meade,  commander  of  the  5th 
corps,    in    his    place.     This    appoint- 
ment was  satisfactory  to  the  officers 
of  the   army  and  they  gave   Meade 
hearty   support.     At   the   same   time 
Halleck  granted  Meade's  request  to 
utilize     the     garrison     at    Maryland 
Heights  and  Meade  ordered  the  aban- 
donment of  the  place  and  the  transfer 
of  the  garrison  to  Fredericksburg  and 
Washington. 

Meade's  resolution  was  prompt. 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  under  the 
impression  that  all  of  Lee's  army 
was  along  the  Susquehanna,  Meade 
marched  by  three  divergent  roads  in 
that  direction  and  on  the  night  of  the 
30th  his  forces  were  distributed  as 
follows :  Buf ord  with  two  brigades  of 
cavalry  was  in  advance  of  Gettys- 
burg;   Reynolds'    1st   corps    was    on 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  iii.,  p.  347. 
t  See  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.   iv.,  pp.  277- 
278. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  58. 
t  Ibid,  p.  59. 


338 


THE  BATTLE  OF  GETTYSBURG. 


Marsh  Creek,  5  miles  southwest  of 
Gettysburg;  Sickles'  3d  corps  was  at 
Taneytown,  13  miles  south  of  Gettys- 
burg; and  Howard's  11th  corps  was 
at  Emmitsburg.  These  three  corps, 
constituting  the  left  wing  of  the  army, 
were  under  command  of  General  Rej^- 
nolds.  Hancock's  2d  corps  was  at 
Uniontown;  Sykes'  corps  was  at 
Union  Mills;  Sedgwick's  Gth  corps 
was  at  Manchester,  and  Slocum's  12tli 
corps  at  Littlestown.  Gregg's  cavalry 
division  was  at  Westminster,  and  Kil- 
patrick's  division,  after  a  figlit  with 
Stuart's  cavalry  at  Hanover,  biv- 
ouaced  near  that  place. 

The  first  mistake  in  Lee's  campaign 
arose  from  the  absence  of  Stuart's 
cavalry.  Unable  to  get  information 
of  Hooker's  movements  and  to  retain 
him  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains 
after  he  had  entered  Maryland,  Lee 
had  instructed  Ewell  on  the  24th  to 
send  a  division  across  the  South 
Mountain  to  threaten  Baltimore. 
Early's  division  which  was  detailed 
for  the  purpose  went  as  far  east  as 
York,  the  other  two  divisions  of  the 
corps  marching  from  Chambersburg 
to  Carlisle.  The  cavalry  of  Jenkins 
and  White  were  in  advance  at 
Wrightsville  and  above,  on  the  Sus- 
quehanna, threatening  to  cross  and 
take  Harrisburg.  Lee  now  made  prep- 
arations to  advance  upon  Harrisburg, 
but  on  the  night  of  June  28  a  scout 
brought  him  word  that  the  Union 
army  had  crossed  the  Potomac  and 
was  moving  northward,  its  head  of 
column  already  being  at  South  Moun- 


tain. Not  daring  to  allow  the  inter- 
ception' of  his  communications  with 
Virginia,  Lee  resolved  to  prevent  the 
progress  of  the  Union  army  by  con- 
centrating his  own  on  the  east  side 
of  the  mountains.  Accordingly  he 
ordered  Ewell  back  from  his  projected 
attack  upon  Harrisburg  and  directed 
him  and  Longstreet  and  Hill  to  march 
to  (iettysburg  on  the  south  side  of  the 
South  Mountain  range.  On  the  night 
of  the  30th  Rodes'  division  of  Swell's 
corps  was  at  Heidlersburg,  eight  miles 
northeast  of  Gettysburg  and  near  him 
were  Early's  and  Johnson's  divisions. 
Longstreet  was  still  at  Chambersburg 
and  Hill  was  at  Fayetteville  and  Cash- 
town,  eight  miles  from  Gettysburg. 

AVhen  Buford  arrived  at  Gettys- 
burg with  his  cavalry  he  had  passed 
through  the  town  and  pushed  out  re- 
connaissances west  and  north  to  as- 
certain the  movements  of  Lee's  army. 
Throwing  out  pickets  along  the  Cham- 
bersburg road  he  went  into  camp  just 
beyond  the  western  limits  of  the  town. 
At  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  1 
Heth's  division,  the  advance  of  Hill's 
corps,  moved  from  Cashtown  and  at 
about  9  o'clock  came  in  sight  of 
Buford 's  skirmishers,  whereupon  Bu- 
ford fired  his  first  gun  as  a  signal  for 
his  skirmishers  to  open  fire  and  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  began.  Heth 
slowly  drove  Buford  back,  but  Rey- 
nolds came  up  wdth  Wadsworth's 
division  and  a  desperate  encounter 
ensued.  Reynolds  did  not  live  to  see 
the  outcome  of  the  battle,  for  before 
noon  he  received  a  bullet  in  his  brain 
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and  died  instantly.  After  Rejiiold's 
death  matters  went  badly  with  the 
Union  troops  who  continued  the  con- 
test under  the  command  of  Doubleday. 
Two  other  divisions  of  the  corps  came 
up  at  11  o'clock,  followed  at  12:-15  by 
Howard 's  corps,  one  division  of  which 
was  placed  in  reserve  at  Cemetery 
Hill  while  the  other  two  formed  on 
Doubleday 's  right  along  Seminary 
Ridge.  Meanwhile  Hill  had  arrived 
with  the  remainder  of  his  corps  and 
at  2:30  Ewell  arrived  with  Early's 
and  Rodes'  and  immediately  formed 
on  Hill's  left.  Hill  then  assaulted 
Doubleday  from  the  west  while  Ewell 
moved  against  Howard  from  the 
north.  Both  these  attacks  were  re- 
pulsed, but  finally  after  desperate 
fighting  and  great  losses  on  both  sides 
Early  struck  Howard  in  flank,  causing 
him  to  give  way  and  the  entire  Union 
line  was  driven  back  through  the  town 
to  Cemetery  Hill  which  Howard  had 
chosen  as  a  rallying  point  for  the 
2d  corps  and  upon  which  he  had 
placed  one  of  his  own  divisions.  Prob- 
ably the  chief  reason  for  the  defeat, 
at  least  an  important  one,  was  that 
there  was  no  directing  mind."  All 
was  confusion,  and  disaster  seemed  to 
be  the  portion  of  the  Union  troops 
when  Hancock  arrived  on  the  field. 

When  Meade  heard  that  Lee's  ad- 
vance had  reached  Gettysburg  and 
that  Reynolds  had  been  killed  he  was 
at  Taneytown,  14  miles  away,  prepar- 
ing to  take  up  a  defensive  line  along 


*  See  Buford's  dispatcli  in  Official  Records,  vol. 
xxvii.,  pt,  i.,  p.  025. 


Pipe  Creek.  He  immediately  ordered 
Hancock  to  ride  forward  and  take 
supreme  command.  Hancock  arrived 
at  Gettysburg  as  the  Union  troops 
were  i*etreating  through  the  town. 
Noting  the  advantages  of  Cemetery 
Hill  as  a  place  for  a  defensive  battle 
he  determined  to  hold  it  and  so  noti- 
fied Meade,  sending  one  of  Double- 
day's  small  brigades  to  hold  Gulp's 
Hill  on  the  right  and  making  an  os- 
tentatious display  of  Buford's  cavalry 
on  the  extreme  left.  This  show  of 
force  together  with  the  enormous  loss 
of  the  Confederates  (over  7,000) 
caused  Lee  to  defer  operations.  At 
dark  two  divisions  of  Sickles 's  corps 
came  up  and  about  the  same  time 
Slocum's  corps  arrived  on  the  field, 
whereupon,  being  the  ranking  officer, 
Slocum  assumed  command  while  Han- 
cock rode  back  to  report  to  Meade 
that  Gettysburg  was  the  proper  place 
to  fight  a  battle.  The  corps  of  Hill 
and  Ewell  on  the  Confederate  side 
were  all  up  by  night  and  Longstreet 
had  bivouaced  four  miles  in  the  rear 
of  Hill. 

Lee's  greatest  mistake  was  in  not 
taking  Cemetery  Hill.  Probably  if 
the  Confederates  had  been  prompt 
they  might  have  carried  the  height, 
and  Lee  sent  a  suggestion  to  Ewell  to 
assault  the  hill  if  he  thought  such  a 
movement  was  practicable,  but  warn- 
ing him  against  bringing  on  a  general 
engagement  until  the  arrival  of  the 
rest  of  his  force.  Ewell  awaited  the 
arrival  of  General  Edward  Johnson 
so  that  all  the  latter  part  of  the  after- 
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noon  was  left  to  Howard  and  Han- 
cock and  after  them  to  Slocum  to 
prepare  for  the  coming  conflict  un- 
molested.* General  Meade  arrived 
on  the  battlefield  at  1  o'clock  on  the 


corps  were  up  by  noon,  the  latter  hav- 
iui;-  o4  miles  to  march  from  Manchester 
and  not  arriving  until  the  middle 
of  the  afternoon.  The  position  on 
which  Meade  disposed  his  army  was 


morning  of  July  2  tired  looking,  hol- 
low-eyed, and  worn  out  from  want  of 
sleep. t     All  the  troops  except  the  6th 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  318.  See 
also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
pp    238-246. 

t  Doubleday,  Chanccllorsville  and  dettyslurg,  p. 
156;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
p.  246. 


in  tlip  sliape  of  a  fish  hook.  As  finally 
posted,  the  l'2tli  corps  under  Slocum 
had  the  extreme  right  on  Gulp's  Hill 
facing  east;  AVadsworth's  division 
was  on  its  left  looking  north;  and  to 
Wadsworth's  left  was  Howard  with 
the  11th  corps  on  Cemetery  Hill,  its 
right  facing  northeast  but  its  centre 
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and  left  north-west,  with  Robinson's 
division  of  the  1st  corps  on  its  left. 
Doubleday's  division  was  in  reserve. 
The  2d  corps  under  Hancock  was  on 
Robinson's  left  facing  west,  while  the 
3d  corps,  under  Sickles,  was  on  Han- 
cock's left  with  the  5th,  later  in  the 
day,  on  the  extreme  left.  The  6th 
corps  under  Sedgwick  was  in  the  rear 
of  Round  Top,  on  the  loft,  as  a  re- 
serve. Dissatisfied  with  the  position 
of  the  3d  corps.  Sickles  moved  to  the 
front  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
but  he  would  have  been  recalled  by 
Meade  had  there  been  time.  About 
a  mile  distant  from  the  Union  lines 
Lee's  army  swept  in  a  wide  curve 
from  Benner's  Hill  on  the  east  of 
Gettysburg  to  the  high  ground  in 
front  of  Round  Top.  The  main  part 
of  the  army  was  on  Seminary  Ridge, 
Longstreet  on  the  right  and  Hill 
on  the  left.  Ewell's  corps  on  the 
extreme  left  held  the  town  and  was  at 
right  angles  to  Hill  and  Longstreet. 
Pickett's  ch  vision  of  Longstreet 's 
corps  had  not  yet  come  up. 

Some  skirmishing  occurred  in  the 
morning  but  the  main  battle  took 
place  in  the  afternoon.  At  4  o'clock 
Longstreet  attacked  Sickles  Avith 
great  fuiy  and,  although  reinforced 
by  Caldwell's  division  of  the  2d  cori^s 
and  Barnes'  and  Ayres'  divisions  of 
the  5tli,  after  great  fighting  and  heavj- 
losses  the  3d  corps  and  its  supports 
were  driven  back  beyond  the  main 
line.  Longstreet  followed  but  was 
cheeked  by  a  charge  of  Crawford 's  di- 
vision of  the  5th  corps  and  the  firm 


and  solid  appearance  of  the  6th- corps. 
On  Longstreet 's  right  Hood's  divi- 
sion attempted  to  seize  Round  Top, 
but  Vincent's  and  Weed's  brigades 
of  the  5th  corps  repulsed  cne  attack 
in  which  both  Vincent  and  Weed  were 
killed  and  Hood  was  wounded.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  Longstreet's'en- 
gagement  with  Sickles,  two  of  Hill's 
brigades  assailed  Hancock's  line  and 
broke  it,  but  were  soon  driven  back. 
At  about  the  same  time  Hays'  and 
Hoke's  brigades  of  Early's  division 
attacked  Howard  on  Cemetery  Hill 
but  the  latter,  with  the  aid  of  two  regi- 
ments and  Carroll's  brigade  of  Han- 
cock's corps,  drove  the  Confederates 
back.  On  the  extreme  left,  Wads- 
worth's  division  of  the  1st  corps  and 
Green's  small  brigade  of  the  12th 
corps  stationed  at  Gulp's  Hill  were 
assaulted  by  Johnson's  division  of 
Ewell's  corps.  Though  continuing 
the  fight  until  late  at  night,  Johnson's 
right  was  repulsed.  Meanwhile  his 
left,  unopposed,  had  entered  the 
strong  works  thrown  up  by  the  12th 
corps  and  was  perilously  near  the  al- 
most unguarded  reserve  artillery  and 
ammunition  train  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  During  the  night  the  12th 
corps  returned  to  its  former  position, 
but,  finding  it  occupied,  waited  until 
daylight  before  attempting  to  retake 
it.  Meanwhile  Johnson  was  reinforced 
liy  three  brigades  so  as  to  enable 
him  to  hold  his  ground.  The  result 
of  the  second  day's  fighting  was  told 
by  Lee:  "  We  attempted  to  dislodge 
the   enemy   and   although  we  gained 
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some- ground  we  were  unable  to  get 
possession  of  his  position."*  The  as- 
saults of  tlif  Confederates  had  been 
disjointed,  which  undoubtedly  ac- 
counts for  their  poor  success.  Acconl- 
ing  to  Meade:  "  The  enemy  *  * 
after  one  of  the  severest  contests  of 
the  war  was  repulsed  at  all  points. 
We  have  suffered  considerably  in 
killed  and  wounded."! 

The  feeling  in  the  Union  camp  was 
one  of  gloom.  The  1st  and  11th  corps 
had  been  nearly  annihilated  on  the 
first  day  and  on  the  second  day  the 
5th  and  part  of  the  2d  had  been  shat- 
tered, while  the  3d  was  "  not  in  good 
condition  to  fight,  "t  Moreover,  20,000 
men  had  been  lost.  Nevertheless,  on 
the  night  of  the  2d,  at  a  council  of  war, 
the  generals  decided  to  fight  it  out 
where  they  were.  Meade  had  no  in- 
tention of  taking  the  offensive  and 
contented  himself  with  improving  the 
natural  defences  of  his  position  by 
means  of  earthworks.  The  previous 
successes  of  the  Confederates  deter- 
mined Lee  to  contiime  the  battle  on 
the  3d.  The  battle  began  early  in  the 
morning  by  a  struggle  of  the  12th  to 
regain  their  works.  At  4  a.  m.  the 
corps  artillery  of  five  batteries  opened 
fire  on  Johnson  at  a  range  of  600  to 
800  yards.  In  the  midst  of  this  furi- 
ous fire  Johnson  attacked  the  left  of 
the  12th  corps  and  the  right  of  Wads- 
worth's    division.      The    combat    ex- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxv'ii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  298. 

t  Ihid,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  72. 

t  Ibid,  p.  74;  Doubleday,  Chancellorsville  and 
Gcttyshury,  p.  185;  Walker,  Life  of  Hancock,  p. 
130. 


tended  to  the  right,  was  taken  up  by 
Williams'  division  and  continued  for 
over  six  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  I 
time  Johnson  was  driven  back.  At 
10:25  he  made  a  determined  assault 
on  the  right  of  Geary's  division,  but 
as  the  latter  had  been  reinforced  by 
Shaler's  brigade,  Johnson  was  again 
repulsed  and  driven  beyond  Eock 
Creek  with  a  loss  of  nearly  2,003  men. 
At  11  o'clock  the  battle  ceased  on  the 
Union  right  leaving  the  line  of  the 
12th  corps  fully  reestablished. 

Meanwhile  Lee  was  preparing  for 
an  attack  upon  the  left  centre  of 
Meade's  army.  Pickett's  division  had 
now  arrived  and  Longstreet  was  di- 
rected to  form  a  column  of  assault 
composed  of  Pickett's  division,  Petti- 
g-rew's  division,  and  two  brigades  of 
Pender's  division  under  Trimble  of 
Hill's  corps,  in  all  about  14,000  men. 
To  prevent  Meade  from  reinforcing 
the  threatened  point  Stuart's  cavalry 
was  ordered  to  go  around  Meade's 
right  and  attack  his  rear.  On  Semi- 
nary Ridge  were  135  guns  which  at  1 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  opened  fire 
to  crush  out  all  opposition  at  the 
threatened  point.  The  85  Union  guns 
responded  and  for  two  hours  a  most 
teriffic  and  appalling  cannonade  con- 
tinued, though  it  did  little  damage. 
The  Union  soldiers  lay  under  the  pro- 
tection of  stone  walls  and  earthworks 
and  the  Confederate  projectiles 
passed  over  their  heads.  All  the 
Union  soldiers  believed  that  this  can- 
nonade was  merely  preliminary  to  an 
infantry  charge  and  they  braced  them- 
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selves  for  the  attack.  Finding  his 
ammnnition  running  low  General 
Hunt,  chief  of  the  Union  artillerj',  or- 
dered his  guns  to  cease  firing.  The 
Confederates  thought  that  they  had 
silenced  the  Union  batteries  and  ac- 
cordingly prepared  for  the  charge. 

Longstreet  had  no  sympathy  with 
Lee's  plan  of  battle  and  argued  that 
the  assault  could  not  succeed.  Never- 
theless Lee  persisted,  whereupon 
Longstreet  took  Pickett  to  the  crest 
of  Seminary  Ridge  and  indicated  the 
work  to  be  performed.  E.  P.  Alex- 
ander of  the  artillery  was  directed  to 
note  the  effect  of  his  fire  and  when  a 
favorable  moment  came  was  to  give 
Pickett  the  order  to  charge.  When 
the  fire  of  the  Union  guns  ceased, 
therefore,  and  as  he  could  observe  no 
sign  of  life  through  his  glasses  during 
the  next  five  minutes,  Longstreet  al- 
lowed Pickett  to  make  the  charge, 
although  he  said:  "  I  don't  want  to 
make  this  attack.  I  would  stop  it  now 
but  that  General  Lee  ordered  it  and 
expects  it  to  go  on.  I  don't  see  how 
it  can  succeed."*  As  he  spoke  the 
great  column  of  attack  moved  for- 
ward over  the  crest  of  Seminary  Ridge 
and  down  the  slope.  Pickett's  divi- 
sion was  on  the  right  and  Pettigrew's 
on  the  left,  the  former  being  sup- 
ported by  the  brigades  of  Wilcox  and 
Perry  and  the  latter  by  the  two  bri- 
gades of  Trimble.  The  Confederates 
had  1,400  yards  of  open  ground  to 
traverse  before  they  reached  the 
Union  lines.     As  soon  as  the  Confed- 


Batiles  and  Lraders,  vol.   iii.,  p.   365. 


orate  column  startetl  the  Union  artil- 
lery opened  fire  with  shot  and  shell 
and  tore  great  gaps  in  the  line.  Stead- 
ily and  coolly  they  advanced  and  after 
they  had  started  the  Confederate  ar- 
tillery reopened  over  their  heads  in  an 
effort  to  draw  the  deadly  fire  directed 
at  them;  but  nothing  could  disconcert 
the  Union  gnns,  which  continued  to 
mow  down  Pickett's  men.  Half  way 
across  there  was  the  shelter  of  a 
ravine.  There  the  Confederates 
stopped  for  a  moment  to  breathe  but 
again  began  the  advance.  As  they  ap- 
proached nearer  the  Union  line  a  ter- 
rific storm  of  canister  did  its  deadly 
work.  The  slaughter  was  terrible. 
The  left  was  staggered,  but  Pickett 
with  what  remained  of  his  division 
pressed  on,  closely  followed  by  the 
other  division.  As  the  Confederates 
approached  the  LTnion  line  held  by 
Gibbon's  and  Hays'  divisions  of  Han- 
cock's corps,  a  flame  of  musketry 
burst  forth  before  which  nothing 
could  stand.  Pickett  halted  at  musket 
range  and  delivered  a  volley,  but  his 
men  began  to  reti'eat.  In  the  last  as- 
sault Armistead  commanding  one  of 
Pickett's  brigades  pressed  forward, 
broke  the  Union  line,  and  with  less 
than  100  men  crossed  the  Union  work. s, 
seized  a  cannon  and  planted  the 
Confederate  battle  flag  on  Seminary 
Ridge.  A  hand-to-hand  encounter  en- 
sued and  the  Confederates  held  their 
position  only  for  a  moment.  Armi- 
stead was  killed,  and  his  small  party 
was  killed  or  captured.  Garnett  and 
Kemper,   Pickett's   other  brigadiers, 
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fell,  and,  surrounded  by  swarms  of 
Union  troops  on  all  sides,  his  com- 
mand enveloped  and  broken  up,  and 
having-  lost  5,000  men,  Pickett  gave 
the  word  to  retreat.  Wilcox's  and 
Perry's  brigades  which  should  have 
supported  Pickett's  right  were  not 
prompt  in  starting,  became  separated 
from  it,  and,  attacking  the  right  of  the 
1st  corps,  were  driven  back,  losing 
many  prisoners.  In  their  charge  the 
Confederates  had  struck  the  2d  corps 
under  Hancock,  who  had  shown  the 
same  reckless  courage  as  Armistead. 
He  was  struck  by  a  ball  and  fell  from 
his  horse,  but  raising  himself  on  his 
elbow  ordered  a  flank  attack,  and  not 
until  the  battle  was  over  did  he  re- 
sign himself  to  the  surgeon.  Shortly 
afterward  he  sent  the  following  dis- 
patch to  Meade: 

"  T  liave  never  seen  a  more  formidable  attack 
and  if  tlie  6tli  and  5th  corps  have  pressed  up  the 
enemy  will  be  destroyed.  The  enemy  must  be 
short  of  ammunition  as  I  was  shot  with  a  10- 
penny  nail.  I  did  not  leave  the  field  until  the 
victory  was  entirely  secured  and  the  enemy  no 
longer  in  sight.  I  am  badly  woimded.  though  I 
trust  not  seriously.  I  had  to  break  the  line  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  flank  on  my  right  where  the 
enemy  was  most  persistent  after  the  front  attack 
was  repelled.  Not  a  rebel  was  in  sight  upright 
when  I  left."  * 

Meanwhile  on  the  Union  right 
Gregg's  cavalry  division,  aided  by 
Custer's  brigade,  defeated  Stuart  af- 
ter a  severe  fight  and  thwarted  his  at- 
tempt on  Meade's  right  and  rear.  On 
the  left  Kilpatrick  with  two  cavalry 
brigades  recklessly  charged  tlie  Con- 
federate infantry  in  dense  woods  and 


behind  stone  fences  west  of  Round 
Top,  in  which  assault  General  Farns- 
worth,  commanding  one  of  the  bri- 
gades, was  killed. 

Longstreet  expected  a  counter  at- 
tack and  made  ready  for  it.  Entirely 
alone  Lee  rode  up  to  encourage  and 
rally  his  broken  and  defeated  troops. 
His  face  showed  not  the  slightest  sign 
of  disappointment,  care  or  annoyance, 
even  though  he  had  suffered  a  disas- 
trous defeat.  It  is  clear  that  Long- 
street  did  not  give  his  commander  the 
hearty  cooperation  demanded,  but  on 
the  other  hand  Lee  should  not  have 
attempted  to  attack  the  strongly  in- 
trenched Union  troops  with  only 
14,000  men.  Undoubtedly  one  com- 
mander has  as  much  of  the  stigma  for 
the  defeat  to  Itear  as  the  other,  and 
General  Lee  is  quoted  as  saying: 
"All  this  has  been  my  fault.  It  is  I 
that  have  lost  this  fight  and  you  must 
help  me  out  of  it  in  the  best  way 
you  can."* 

At  Gettysburg  July  4  passed  in 
joyful  but  saddened  tranquility,  but 
the  exuberance  of  the  North  knew  no 
bounds  for  on  that  day  Lincoln  an- 
nounced to  the  country  not  only  the 
prospect  of  Lee's  total  defeat  but  also 


•  Official  Records,  vol    xxvii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  366. 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  291.  Rhodes 
compares  the  emotions  of  Napoleon  and  Lee  after 
disaster  as  follows:  Lee  wrote  to  Pickett  on 
July  9,  "  No  one  grieves  more  than  I  do  at  the 
loss  suffered  by  your  noble  division  in  the  recent 
conflict,  or  honor  it  more  for  its  bravery  and 
gallantry."  (Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  iii., 
p.  987.)  Napoleon  after  his  disastrous  Russian 
campaign  was  not  surprised  at  the  loss  of  300.000 
men  and  asked:  "  What  are  the  lives  of  a  million 
to  a  man  like  me  ?  " 
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tlie  surrt'nder  of  Vickslnirg  to  General 
Grant.  On  the  morning  of  July  4  Lee 
withdrew  from  his  advanced  position, 
put  his  trains  in  motion  for  the  rear, 
and,  under  cover  of  the  night  and  a 
heavy  rain,  began  his  retreat.*  Fol- 
lowed and  harassed  by  the  Union 
cavalry,  Lee  reached  Williamsport  on 
the  7th.  At  the  same  time  IL^lleck 
telegraphed  to  Meade  urging  him  to 
push  forward  and  attack  Lee  before 
he  could  cross  the  Potomac,!  although 
later  he  requested  Meade  to  use  his 
own  judgment  and  said  that  he 
thought  it  best  for  him  to  postpone  a 
general  battle.!  On  reaching  Wil- 
liamsport Lee  found  the  Potomac 
badly  swollen.  "A  series  of  storms 
*  *  *  has  placed  the  river  beyond 
fording  stage,  and  the  present  storm 
will  keep  it  so  for  at  least  a  week.  I 
shall  therefore  have  to  accept  battle 
if  the  enemy  offers  it,  whether  I  wish 
it  or  not.  *  *  *  j  jjope  your  Ex- 
cellency will  understand  that  I  am  not 
in  the  least  discouraged  or  that  my 
faith  *  *  *  in  the  fortitude  of 
this  army  is  at  all  shaken."  He 
stated  that  the  condition  of  the  army 
was  good  and  its  confidence  unim- 
paired. ||  On  July  12,  after  he  had 
taken  up  his  strong  position  on  the 
Potomac,  he  wrote  Davis:  "  But  for 
the  power  the  enemy  possesses  of  ac- 
cumulating troops  I  should  be  willing 
to  await  his  attack  excepting  that  in 


our  restricted  limits  the  means  of  ob- 
taining subsistence  are  becoming  pre- 
carious. The  river  has  now  fallen  to 
four  feet,  and  a  bridge,  which  is  being 
constructed,  I  hope  will  be  passable  by 
tomorrow. "  *  By  July  11  Meade,  fol- 
lowing a  circuitous  route  through 
Frederick,  had  come  within  striking 
distance  of  Lee.  He  had  determined 
to  make  an  attack  on  the  13th,  but  not 
wishing  to  tempt  a  disaster  called  a 
council  of  war.  Five  out  of  the  seven 
corps  commanders  opposed  the  pro- 
jected attack  and  accordingly  Meade 
devoted  July  13  to  examining  Lee 's  po- 
sition, strength  and  defensive  works. 
The  next  day  he  advanced  to  make  an 
attack  if  the  conditions  justified  it  but 
ascertained  that  during  the  night  Lee 
had  recrossed  the  Potomac.  Lee's 
rear  guard  under  General  Pettigrew, 
however,  was  attacked  by  Kilpatrick 
and  during  the  fight  Pettigrew  was 
mortally  wounded  and  many  prisoners 
were  taken.  From  first  to  last  the 
Union  forces  on  the  field  of  Gettys- 
burg numbered  about  88,000  effective 
men,  while  the  Confederates  numbered 
only  73,000.  As  finally  reported  the 
Union  loss  was  3,072  killed,  14,497 
wounded  and  5,434  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  23,003.  The  Confederate  loss 
was  2,592  killed,  12,709  wounded  and 
5,150  missing,  an  aggregate  of  20,451.  f 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  70. 

■t  Ibid,  pp.  83-85. 

t  Ihid,  pp.  88-89. 

II  Ibid,  vol.  xxvii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  299- 


*  Ibid,  p.   301. 

t  On  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  see  Longstrect, 
From  Manassas  to  Appomattox;  Doul)k'day, 
Chanccllorsville  and  Gettysburg  and  (Icttysburg 
Made  Plain  (1888);  Walker,  History  of  the 
Second  Army  Corps;  Bates,  The  Battle  of  Gettys- 
burg;    Swinton,  Acmt/      of      the     Potomac,      and 
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After  Gettysburg  Lee  recrossed  the 
Potomac  and  marched  to  Winchester 
and  Bunker  Hill.  When  Meade 
crossed  the  Potomac  south  of  Har- 
per's Ferry  Long-street's  corps  moved 
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Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate  Government, 
vol.  ii. ;  George  G.  Jleade,  Did  General  Meade 
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up  the  valley,  crossed  tlie  Blue  Ridge 
at  Chester  Gap  and  advanced  to  Cul- 
peper  Court  House  where  he  arrived 
on  the  24th.  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  route  and  Ewell's, 
after  pursuing  Kelley's  Union  troops 
west  to  Martinsburg,  found  Chester 
Gap  and  Manassas  Gap  held  by  Meade. 
After  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  Berlin  on  the  17th 
and  18th,  General  Meade  moved  up 
the  Loudoun  Valley  along  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  on  the 
21st  Merritt's  brigade  of  Buford's 
cavalry  division,  pushing  well  up  into 
Manassas  Gap,  skirmislied  with  the 
17th  Virginia  infantry  and  took  20 
prisoners  from  whom  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  Lee  was  moving  up  the 
valley  with  the  evident  intention  of 
passing  to  the  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 
Accordingly  Meade  sent  the  2d,  3d 
and  5th  corps  to  Manassas  Gap,  direct- 
ing General  French  in  command  of  the 
3d  corps  then  guarding  Ashby's  Gap 
to  hasten  to  Buford's  support.  Be- 
fore dark  of  the  22d  French  reached 
Piedmont,  and  Birney's  division  was 
pushed  forward  to  Buford's  aid,  fol- 
lowed by  the  remainder  of  the  corps, 
at  daylight  of  the  23d  entering  the 
gap  and  relieving  Merritt's  cavalry, 
which  then  moved  up  to  Chester  Gap. 
Meanwhile,  at  dawn  of  the  23d,  Hood's 
division  of  Longstreet 's  corps  had 
marched  from  Front  Royal  and,  tak- 
ing the  place  of  the  17th  Virginia,  was 
deployed  in  the  Gap  where  it  was 
relieved  during  the  morning  by 
Wrio'ht's  brigade  of  about  600  men 
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of  R.  H.  Anderson's  division  under 
orders  to  hold  the  Gap  until  Ewell 
came  up  from  Winchester.  Wright's 
brigade  was  deplo3'ed  on  the  west 
end  of  the  Gap,  and  Rodos'  division 
with  two  batteries  of  artillery  ad- 
vancing to  its  support  drew  up  about 
600  yards  in  rear  and  sent  250  sharji- 
shooters  to  take  position  on  its  left. 
These  dispositions  were  completed 
about  2  p.  M.  Meanwhile  Birney's  di- 
vision had  advanced  steadily  from 
Wapping  Heights  beyond  which  was 
Wright 's  line.  About  4  p.  m.  Spinola  's 
Excelsior  brigade  and  two  regiments 
of  Ward's  charged  past  Wapping 
Heights,  att-acked  Wright's  men  and 


drove  them  back  upon  Rodes,  who 
stood  tirm.  About  dark  the  artilleiy 
checked  the  Union  advance.  Rodes 
lost  15  killed  and  wounded,  while 
Wright  lost  19  killed,  83  wounded  and 
66  missing  and  French  lost  21  killed 
and  84  wounded.  During  the  night 
Ewell  fell  back  to  Front  Royal  and  the 
next  morning  was  followed  by  the 
Union  army,  but  as  all  of  Lee's  troops 
had  passed  he  marched  swiftly 
through  Chester  and  Thornston  Gaps 
and  took  position  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Rappahannock.*  Thus  the  lower 
valley  was  reoecupied  by  I'nion  troops 
and  remained  in  their  possession  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign  of  1864. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 

1863. 

DEMOCRATIC   OPPOSITION   AND    THE   ELECTIONS   OF    1S63. 

Depression  and  disaffection  in  the  North  —  Vallandigham's  speech  —  Complaints  at  the  suspension  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  —  Congress  authorizes  the  President  to  suspend  the  writ  —  The  arrest,  trial  and  banishment 
of  Vallandigham  —  Lincoln's  justification  —  The  Democratic  denunciation  of  Lincoln  —  Vallandigham's 
defeat  for  the  Ohio  governorship  —  Burnside's  suppression  of  the  New  York  World  and  the  Chicago  Times  — 
The  various  attempts  at  peace-making  —  The  elections  of  1803  —  The  suspension  of  tiie  writ  of  hibcas  corpus. 


After  the  campaigns  of  Perryville 
and  Stone  River  there  was  consider- 
able dejection  in  the  North  and  news 
of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against 
Vicksburg  had  still  further  depressed 
public  spirits.  Everywhere  were  con- 
fusion and  doubt.  The  nation  seemed 
to  be  without  a  head  and  faith  and 
confidence  in  the  Government  appears 
to  have  given  way  completely.  Writ- 
ing to  Colfax,  Joseph  Medill  says : 

"The    public    discontent    waxes    greater    dailj'. 
Failure  of  the  army,  weight  of  taxes,  deprecia- 
VoL.  VIII— 23 


tion  of  money,  want  of  cotton  —  wliicli  afl'ects 
every  family  —  increasing  national  debt,  deaths 
in  the  army,  no  prospect  of  success,  the  continued 
closure  of  the  Mississippi,  exorbitant  charges  of 
transportation  companies  for  carrying  the 
farmers'  products  eastward  —  all  combine  to 
jiruduce  the  existing  state  of  despondency  and 
desperation.  By  a  common  instinct  everybody 
feels  that  the  war  is  drawing  toward  a  disastrous 
and  disgraceful  termination.  Jloney  cannot  be 
supplied  much  longer  to  a  beaten,  demoralized, 
homesick  army.  Sometimes  I  think  nothing  is 
left   now   but   '  to   fight   for   a   boundary.'  "  f 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xvii. ;  Humphreys,  From 
Gettysburg   to   the  Rapidan. 
t  HoUister,  Life  of  Colfax,  p.  203. 


348 


VALLANDIGHAM'S  SPEECH. 


Sumner  said  tliat  he  did  not  despair, 
"  but  I  fear  that  our  army  is  every- 
where in  a  bad  way.  I  see  no  central 
inspiration  or  command ;  no  concen- 
tration, no  combination  wliich  prom- 
ises a  Jena."*  To  make  matters 
worse  there  were  strange  and  sadly 
ominous  signs  of  disai¥ection  at  the 
North.  Governor  Morton,  of  Indiana, 
telegraphed  Stanton  on  January  3, 
1863:  "  I  am  advised  that  it  is  con- 
templated when  the  legislature  meets 
in  this  State  to  pass  a  .ioint  resolution 
acknowledging  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, and  nrg-ing  the  States  of  the 
Northwest  to  dissolve  all  constitu- 
tional relations  with  the  New  England 
States.  The  same  thing  is  on  foot 
in  Illinois. ' '  f  Even  in  Congress  there 
was  much  intemperate  denunciation 
of  the  Government.  On  January  14, 
1863,  Clement  L.  Vallandigham  made 
a  fiery  speech  boasting  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  abolitionism  or  the  political 
development  of  the  anti-slavery  sen- 
timent of  the  North  and  West.  Among 
other  tlungs  he  said: 

"  On  the  14th  of  April  I  believed  that  coercion 
would  bring  on  war,  and  war  disunion.  More 
tlian  tliat,  I  believed,  wliat  you  all  in  j'our  hearts 
believe  to-day,  that  tlie  Soutli  could  never  be  con- 
quered—  never.  And  not  tliat  only,  but  I  was 
satisfied  *  ♦  *  that  the  secret  l)ut  real  pur- 
pose of  the  war  was  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
.States,  »  ♦  ♦  and  with  it  *  *  *  the  change 
of  our  present  democratical  form  of  government 
into  an  imperial  despotism.  ♦  »  •  I  did  not 
support  the  war ;  and  to-day  I  bless  God  that  not 
the  smell  of  so  much  as  one  drop  of  its  blood  is 


upon  my  garments.  »  *  *  Our  Southern  brethren 
were  to  be  whijiped  back  into  love  and  fellowship 
at  tlie  point  of  tlie  bayonet.  Oh,  monstrous  de- 
lusion! ♦  »  »  Sij.^  history  will  record  that, 
after  nearly  six  thousand  years  of  folly  and  wick- 
edness in  every  form  and  administration  of  gov- 
ernment, theocratic,  democratic,  monarchic,  oli- 
garchic, despotic  and  mixed,  it  was  reserved  to 
American  statesmanship,  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury of  the  Christian  era,  to  try  the  grand  ex- 
periment, on  a  scale  tlie  most  costlj'  and  gigantic 
in  its  proportions  of  creating  love  by  force  and 
developing  fraternal  affection  by  war ;  and  his- 
tory will  record,  too,  on  the  same  page  the  odious, 
disastrous,  and  most  bloody  feilure  of  the  experi- 
ment. »  «  ♦  You  liave  not  conquered  the 
South.  You  never  will.  *  •  ♦  The  war  for 
the  Union  is,  in  your  hands,  a  most  bloody  and 
costly  failure.  The  President  confessed  it  on  the 
22d  of  September.  ♦  ♦  •  War  for  the  Union 
was  abandoned;  war  for  the  negro  openly  begun, 
and  with  stronger  battalions  than  before.  With 
what  success?  Let  the  dead  at  Fredericksburg 
and  Vicksburg  answer.  And  now.  Sir,  can  this 
war  continue?  Whence  the  money  to  carry  it 
on  ?  \\here  the  men  ?  Can  you  borrow  ?  From 
whom?  Can  you  tax  more?  Will  the  people 
bear  it?  *  *  *  Will  men  enlist  now  at  any 
price?  Ah  Sir,  it  is  easier  to  die  at  home.  1 
beg  pardon ;  but  1  trust  I  am  not  '  discouraging 
enlistments.'  If  1  am,  then  first  arrest  Lincoln, 
Stanton  and  Ilalleck,  and  some  of  your  other 
generals;  and  I  will  retract;  yes  I  will  recant. 
But  can  you  draft  again?  Ask  New  England, 
New  York.  Ask  Massachusetts.  *  «  ♦  Ask 
not  Ohio —  the  Northwest.  She  throught  you 
were  in  earnest,  and  gave  you  all,  all  —  more 
than  you  demanded.  Sir,  in  blood  she  has  atoned 
for  her  credulity  and  now  there  is  mourning  in 
every  house  and  distress  and  sadness  in  every 
heart.  Shall  she  give  you  any  more?  But  ouglit 
this  war  to  continue  ?  I  answer,  no  —  not  a 
day,  not  an  hour.  What  then?  Shall  we  sepa- 
rate?    Again,  I  answer,  no,  no,  no!      What  then? 

*  *     *     Stop     fighting.       Make     an     armistice. 

*  *  *  If  to-day  we  secure  peace  and  begin 
the  work  of  disunion  we  shall  yet  escape;  if  not, 
I  see  nothing  before  us  but  universal,  political 
and  social  revolution,  anarchy  and  bloodshed, 
compared  with  which  the  reign  of  terror  in 
France  was  a  merciful  visitation."  * 


*  Pierce,  Life  of  Sumner,  vol.  iv.,  p.  114. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  xx.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  297.     See 
also  p.  294. 


*  Congressional  Globe,  Appendix,  pp.  .53,  .54,  55, 
59,  60. 
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Undoubtedly  there  was  much  cause 
for  complaint.  In  assuming  the  right  to 
suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and 
applying  the  suspension  to  States  out- 
side the  sphere  of  hostile  operations, 
Lincoln  went  beyond  the  Constitution, 
though  in  his  defence  it  was  said  that 
tliis  was  done  under  the  pressure  of 
necessity.*     The  number  of  arrests  of 
political  persons  must  be  counted  by 
thousands.     These  infractions  of  the 
Constitution    greatly    concerned    the 
Republicans  and  w^ere  the  subject  of 
earnest  debates.!    Moved  by  the  criti- 
cism not  only  among  the  Democrats 
but  among  the  Republicans,  Congress 
passed    an    act    which    became    law 
March   3,   authorizing   the   President 
during  the  war  and  whenever  in  his 
judgment  the  public  safety  required 
it  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  any  case  through- 
out the  United   States   or   any  part 
thereof.     The  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  were  directed 
to  furnish  lists  of  political  prisoners 
confined  within   their  jurisdiction  to 
the  judges  of  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts.     After  they 
had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  National  Government  those  pris- 
oners not  indicted  by  the  grand  jury 
at  the  regular  session  were  to  be  dis- 
charged by  the  judge.      If  the  lists 


*  For  a  very  hostile  view  of  Lincoln's  act  in 
this  and  other  respects,  see  Harris,  Tlie  Political 
Conflict  in  Amrrica,  cliaps.  xiv.-xviii. 

tKcgarding  these  arbitrary  arrests  see  Rhodes, 
United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  227-234;  Harris,  The 
Political  Conflict  in  America,  p.  276  et  seq. 


were  not  furnished  within  20  days 
from  the  time  of  the  arrest  and  if  no 
indictment  were  found,  relief  was  pro- 
vided for  any  citizen  who  suffered 
from  the  arbitrary  action  of  the 
authorities. 

The   most  celebrated  of  arbitrary 
arrests  during  the  war  was  that  of 
Vallandigham.      In  January  of  186.'5 
Burnside   had   been   relieved   of  th(; 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
and  late   in   March  had   been  placed 
over    the    Department    of    the    Ohio, 
having  his  headquarters  at  Cincinnati. 
Besides   having  to  contend  with  the 
border  ruffians  and  guerillas.  Burn- 
side  came  in  contact  with  considerable 
disatfection    and    lukewarmness    to- 
ward the  Government.     The ' '  copper- 
heads ' '  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois 
were  exerting  every  effort  to  annoy 
and   hinder    the    Government   in   its 
efforts   to   subdue   the   Confederates. 
Believing  this  opposition  to  amount  to 
positive  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy 
Burnside  on  April  13  issued  General 
Order  No.  38,  in  which  he  said: 

"  The  commanding  general  publishes  for  the  in- 
formation of  all  concerned  that  hereafter  all  per- 
sons found  within  our  lines,  who  commit  acts  for 
the  benefit  of  the  enemies  of  our  country,  will  be 
tried  as  spies  or  traitors,  and,  if  convicted,  will 
huffer  death.  ♦  *  »  The  habit  of  declaring 
sympathy  for  the  enemy  will  not  be  allowed  in 
this  department.  Persons  committing  such  of- 
fences will  be  at  once  arrested  with  a  view  to 
being  tried  as  above  stated,  or  sent  beyond  our 
lines  into  the  lines  of  their  friends.  It  must  be 
distinctly  understood  that  treason  expressed  or 
implied  will  not  be  tolerated  in  this  department; 
all  officers  and  soldiers  are  strictly  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  order."* 


Official  Records,  vol.  xxiii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  237 
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THE   APJiEST   AKD   TEIAL   OF   VALLANDIGHAM. 


At  tills  time  Vallaiuligliam  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Deiuoci-atic  nomina- 
tion for  governor  and  was  continiiallj- 
making  speeclies  of  an  irritating  na- 
ture.     General    Order   38   furnished 
him  an  exoellent' excuse  for  assailing 
the  Government  and  at  various  Demo- 
cratic meetings  throughout  the  State 
he  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity. 
On  May  1  a  Democratic  mass  meeting 
was    to    be    held    at   Mount   Vernon, 
Knox  County,  Ohio.      Vallandigham 
was   the   chief   speaker   and   aroused 
much  enthusiasm.     He  said  that  the 
government  intended   to  establish  a 
despotism  and  there  was  no  intention 
to  effect  a  restoration  of  the  Union; 
that  the  war  was  for  the  liberation  of 
the  blacks  and  the  enslavement  of  the 
whites;   that  General  Order  38  was 
"  a  base  usurpation  of  arbitrary  au- 
thority"; and  that  "the  sooner  the 
people  inform  the  minions  of  usurped 
power  that   they  will   not   submit  to 
such  restrictions  upon  their  liberties 
the  better. ' '    He  referred  to  the  Pres- 
ident as  "  King  Lincoln  "and  advised 
the  people  to  rally  at  the  ballot  box 
to  hurl  the  tyrant  from  his  throne. 
Two  of  Burnside's  captains  in  citi- 
zen's clothes  attended  the  meeting  to 
take  notes.      Though  their  report  to 
Burnside  was  of  little  value  as  his- 
torical evidence,  Burnside  was  con- 
vinced  that   Vallandigham   had   vio- 
lated General  Order  38.  .  Accordingly 
on  his  own  initiative  he  sent  a  detach- 
ment to  Dayton  to  arrest  Vallandig- 
ham.    Early  on  the  morning  of  May  5 
the  detachment  broke  into  Vallandig 


ham's  house,  arrested  him,  and  took 
him  to  Cincinnati  where  he  was  con- 
signed to  the  military  prison  and  kept 
in  close  confinement.      On  May  6  he 
was  brought  for  trial  before  a  mili- 
tary commission  convened  by  General 
Burnside.     Vallandigham  made  no  in- 
dividual  objection  to   the  court   but 
denied  its  jurisdiction.      He  refused 
to  plead  but  his  protest  was  disre- 
garded and  the  trial  went  on.     The 
two    witnesses    for    the    prosecution 
gave  their  evidence  and  in  Vallandig- 
ham's  behalf  S.  S.  Cox,'  one  of  the 
speakers  at  the  Mount  Vernon  meet- 
ing,  declared   that   wliile   Vallandig- 
ham's  speech  was  couched  in  strong 
language  it  was  in  no  respect  treason- 
able.    There  were  no  arguments,  but 
Vallandigham      entered     a      protest 
against  the  proceeding  and  on  May  11 
his  attorney,  George  E.  Pugh,  applied 
to  Judge  Leavitt  of  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  at  Cincinnati  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  which  was  refused. 
On  May  16  the  commission  rendered 
its  verdict  by  declaring  Vallandigham 
guilty  of  the  charge  of  "  publicly  ex- 
pressing in  violation  of  General  Order 
No.  38     *     *     *     sympathy  for  those 
in  arms  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  declaring  disloyal 
sentiments  and  opinions,  with  the  ob- 
ject and  purpose  of  weakening  the 
power  of  the  government  in  its  efforts 
to  suppress  an  unlawful  rebellion."* 
The  commission   therefore  sentenced 
him  to  close  confinement  during  the 
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continuance  of  the  war.  Burnside 
approveil  the  sentence  and  designated 
Fort  Warren  in  Boston  harbor  as  the 
place  of  confinement.  Lincoln,  how- 
ever, commuted  the  sentence  to  ban- 
ishment and  directed  that  he  be  sent 
beyond  the  Union  military  lines  to  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  Accordingly 
Vallandigham  was  sent  to  Tennessee 
and,  on  May  25,  was  escorted  by  a 
small  cavalry  force  to  the  Confederate 
linos,  in  Murfreesboro.  No  further 
legal  steps  were  taken  in  the  case,  save 
an  application  by  Vallandigham 's 
counsel  for  a  writ  of  certiorari  to 
l)ring  up  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mission before  the  United  States  Su- 
])reme  Court,  but  this  motion  was 
denied.* 

The  arrest,  trial  and  sentence  of 
Vallandigham  took  Lincoln  by  sur- 
prise. Probably  had  he  been  con- 
sulted before  proceedings  Avere  in- 
stituted he  would  not  have  permitted 
thcm.f  However,  finding  himself  in 
tlie  presence  of  an  accomplished  fact, 
he  sent  a  quasi  approval  of  it  through 
the  Secretary  of  War,t  and  in  a  letter 


*  For  details  see  J.  L.  Vallaiidigliam,  Life  of 
Clement  L.  VaJlandigham  (1872);  Trial  of  C.  L. 
^'nllnndigliam  hi/  a  Military  Commission  (Cin- 
cinn-iti  1SG3);  Rhodes,  United  states,  vol.  iv., 
]i.  245  ei  serf.;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  vii.,  p.  328  et  seq.;  Clement  h.  Tallandigham, 
Copperhead,  in  Putnam's  Monthly,  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
590-599   (1907). 

t  In  a  letter  to  Erastus  Corning  he  says :  "  In 
my  own  discretion  I  do  not  know  whether  I  would 
have  ordered  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Vallan<lighain. 
*  *  *  It  gave  me  pain  when  I  learned  that 
l:e  had  been  arrested  (that  is,  I  was  pained  tliat 
there  should  have  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  for 
arresting  him)." — Complete  WorA".?,  vol.  ii.,  p.  351. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  316. 


tu  Burnside,  May  29, 18G3,  said :  "All 
the  Cabinet  regretted  the  necessity 
of  arresting,  for  instance,  Vallandig- 
ham, some  perhaps  doubting  there 
was  a  real  necessity  for  it;  but,  being- 
done,  all  were  for  seeing  you  through 
with  it."*  Accordingly  Lincoln  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  the  arrest, 
and  in  another  letter  to  Erastus  Corn-, 
ing  made  the  strongest  possible  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  his  action: 

"  I  was  slow  to  adopt  the  strong  measures 
wliich  by  degrees  I  have  been  force<l  to  regard  as 
being  within  the  exceptions  of  the  Constitution 
and  as  indispensable  to  the  pulilic  safety.  •  *  * 
I  think  the  time  not  unlikoly  to  come  when  I 
shall  be  blamed  for  having  made  too  few  arrests 
rather  than  too  many.  «  ♦  »  Jiust  I  shoot 
a  simple  minded  soldier  boy  who  deserts,  while 
I  must  not  touch  a  hair  of  a  wily  agitator  who 
induces  him  to  desert?  This  is  none  the  less  in- 
jurious wlien  effected  by  getting  a  father,  or 
brotlier,  or  friend  into  a  public  meeting  and  then 
viorking  upon  his  feelings  till  he  is  persuaded  to 
V.  rite  the  soldier  boy  that  he  is  fighting  in  a  bad 
cause  for  a  wicked  administration  and  contemp- 
tible government,  too  weak  to  arrest  and  punish 
him  if  he  shall  desert."  t 

The  arrest  and  sentence  of  Vallan- 
digham produced  a  jjrofound  sensa- 
tion throughout  the  country.  There 
was  general  rejoicing  in  the  South,  for 
it  was  thought  that  the  North  would 
be  split  upon  the  issue.  In  the  North 
the  feeling  was  equally  intense.  ]\Iany 
Republicans,  particularly  in  the  West, 
approved  of  the  affair  and  believed 
that  the  sentence  was  not  severe 
enough,  but  a  large  part  of  the  Repub- 
lican press  of  the  East  and  the  solid 


*  Lincoln's  Complete  Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  342; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  p.  338.  ' 

t Lincoln's  Complete  Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  347  et 
seq.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  vii.,  p.  343  et  seq. 
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Democratic  press  condemned  the  ar- 
rest and  the  tribunal  before  which 
Vallandigham  had  been  arraigned. 

The  Vallaudigham  episode  was  un- 
doubtedly unfortunate.  The  Demo- 
cratic papers  were  bitter  in  condem- 
nation of  the  Administration  and 
many  public  meetings  were  held  to 
stigmatize  the  outrage.  On  June  11 
the  Democrats  of  Ohio  met  in  conven- 
tion at  Columbus,  and  passed  a  series 
of  resolutions  affirming  their  devotion 
to  the  Union,  protesting  against  the 
alleged  wrong  done  Vallandigham  as 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  a 
direct  insult  offered  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people  of  Ohio;  and  asserting 
that  the  Democrats  of  Ohio  were  fully 
competent  to  decide  whether  Vallan- 
digham was  tit  to  be  nominated  for 
governor  and  that  the  attempt  to  de- 
prive them  of  this  right  by  his  arrest 
and  banishment  was  an  unmerited  im- 
putation upon  their  independence  and 
loj'alty.  They  therefore  requested 
the  President  to  restore  Vallandig- 
ham to  his  home  in  Ohio  and  severely 
reprimanded  Lincoln  for  his  suspen- 
sion of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
charging  him  with  overriding  the 
guaranteed  rights  of  individuals.* 

Lincoln's  reply f  was  regarded  as 
an  evasion  of  the  questions  involved 
and  the  Democrats  thereupon  decided 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii., 
pp.  350-352. 

t  For  which  see  Nicolaj'  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.  vii.,  pp.  352-353.  See  also  Raymond, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  pp.  386-398;  Appleton's  Annual 
Cyclopwdia  for  1863,  pp.  799-807;  Duyckinck, 
Late  Civil  War,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  270-273. 


that  the  case  must  be  laid  before  the 
people  of  Ohio  in  the  form  of  a  nom- 
ination of  Vallandigham  for  gov- 
ernor. The  Union  party,  meeting  at 
Columbus,  nominated  John  Brough, 
a  war  Democrat,  and  adopted  a  plat- 
form which  favored  a  more  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  and  pledged 
hearty  suy)]iort  to  the  President. 

Meanwliile  Vallandigham,  having 
no  desire  to  stay  in  the  South,  sailed 
to  Bermuda  and  after  a  short  stay 
there  took  passage  for  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  where  he  arrived  on  July  5. 
From  the  Canadian  side  he  issued  an 
address  to  the  people  of  Ohio  in  wliich 
he  thanked  the  Democrats  for  the 
nomination,  indorsed  their  platform, 
and  spoke  of  liimself  as  a  martyr  who, 
under  the  protection  of  the  Britisli 
flag,  exercised  "  the  privileges  and 
rights  which  usurpers  insolently  deny 
me  at  home."*  At  iirst  the  hearty 
response  to  his  nomination  seemed  to 
indicate  his  election,  but  when  the  bal- 
lots were  counted  he  was  found  to  be 
defeated  by  the  unprecedented  ma- 
jority of  101,000  votes. t  In  \'iew  of 
his  defeat,  therefore,  he  thought  it 
prudent  to  remain  during  the  wdnter 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  In  June  of  1864,  however,  he 
returned  to  the  United  States  and  Avas 
allowed  to  remain  without  hindrance. 
He  indulged  in  a  series  of  speeches 
more  violent  than  those  which  had 
caused  his  arrest,  defied  the  Govern- 


*  Moore,   Rebellion  Record,  vol.   vii.,   Docs.,   pp. 
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ment  and  the  army  and  made  various 
threats.*  He  was  not  molested,  how- 
ever, and  in  Augnist  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  National  Democratic  con- 
vention at  Chicago  which  nominated 
McCiellan. 

Burnside  was  not  satisfied  at  hav- 
ing- stirred  up  a  single  hornet's  nest. 
The  President's  approval  of  Vallan- 
digham's  arrest  evidently  stirred  liim 
to  further  acts  of  folly.  On  June  1 
he  issued  an  order  prohibiting  the  cir- 
culation within  the  limits  of  his  juris- 
diction of  certain  newspapers  wdiich 
in  his  judgment  were  quite  as  active 
in  doing  mischief  and  quite  as 
necessary  to  be  restrained  as  popu- 
ular  speakers  like  Viallandigham  and 
others. t  Prominent  among  these  was 
the  Neiv  York  World,  whose  articles 
and  opinions  it  was  alleged  tended 
"  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  govern- 
ment and  weaken  its  efforts  to  sup- 
press the  rebellion,  by  creating  dis- 
trust in  its  war  policy  and  its  circu- 
lation in  war  time  being  calculated  to 
exert  a  pernicious  and  treasonable  in- 
fluence." At  the  same  time  also  the 
Ijublication  of  the  Chicago  Times  was 
ordered  to  be  suppressed  * '  on  account 
of  the  repeated  expressions  of  dis- 
loyal and  incendiar}'  sentiments." 
Accordingly  on  June  3  the  office  of  the 
Chicago  Times  was  entered  by  tw^o 
companies  of  infantry  who  stopped 
the  press,  destroyed  the  newspapers 
which    had    been    printed,    placed    a 


*  McPherson,  History  of  the  Rebellion,  p.   176. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  381- 
382;  Woodbury,  Burnside  and  the  Ninth  Army 
Corps,  pp.  265-277. 


guard  over  the  establishment  and  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  night  pa- 
trolled the  entire  block.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  the  next  day  the  Presi- 
dent was  recjuested  to  rescind  Burn- 
side's  order  and  in  the  evening  an 
immense  gathering  of  citizens  in 
Court  House  Square,  Chicago,  re- 
solved that  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
the  press  must  not  be  infringed  and 
that  the  military  power  must  remain 
subordinate  to  the  civil  authority. 
Accordingly  on  the  next  day,  June  4, 
Lincoln  rescinded  that  part  of  Burn- 
side's  order  which  suppressed  the 
Times  and  later  the  general  revoked 
his  order  concerning  the  World. 
Stanton  directed  also  that  no  more 
arrests  of  civilians  be  made  and  that 
no  more  newspapers  be  suppressed 
mthout  first  consulting  the  War  De- 
partment.* 

Contemporaneous  with  the  Olio 
elections,  others  were  held  throughout 
the  Northern  States.  The  field  of 
politics  had  been  greatly  affected  by 
the  reverses  sustained  by  the  Union 
arms  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  1862.  The  President's  proclama- 
tion of  September  22,  1862,  had  its 
influence  also  in  exasperating  and 
consolidating  the  opposition.  In  the 
autumn  of  1862  the  Democrats  carried 
New  York,  electing  Horatio  Seymour 
governor  by  10,000  majority,  and  New 
Jersey  also  went  Democratic.  There 
were  heavy  losses  of  Congressmen  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and 
in  the  President's  own  State  of  Illi- 


'  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  253-254. 
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nois  nine  of  liis  opponents  were 
elected  and  only  four  of  his  friends. 
Lincoln  himself  was  assailed  and  criti- 
cised by  every  faction.  The  con- 
servatives reproached  liim  for  having 
yielded  to  the  radicals,  while  the  lat- 
ter denounced  him  for  being  under 
the  influence  of  the  conservatives. 
One  side  clamored  for  peace,  and  the 
other  side  demanded  a  more  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  wai*. 

Several  ineffective  movements  for 
peace  had  been  made  on  both  sides. 
Henry  S.  Foote,  of  Tennessee,  in- 
troduced a  resolution  in  the  Confed- 
erate Congress  to  the  effect  that  the 
Confederate  victories  justified  the 
Southern  government  in  dispatching 
commissioners  to  Washington  to  pro- 
pose terms  of  peace.*  Hines  Holt,  of 
Georgia,  offered  a  substitute  that, 
whenever  the  National  Government 
manifested  a  like  anxiety,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States  should 
appoint  commissioners  to  treat  upon 
the  subject.  Both  resolutions  were 
laid  on  the  table  by  large  majorities. 
In  the  National  legislature  Sena- 
tor Garrett  Davis  offered  a  reso- 
lution recommending  a  convention 
to  be  held  at  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
to  consider  a  peace  movement,  and 
in  the  House  Vallandigham  (late 
in  1862)  had  also  offered  resolutions 
for  peace,  but  nothing  was  done  at 
that  time.  One  of  the  most  persistent 
of  the  peace  advocates  was  Fernando 
Wood,  of  New  York.+      Duff  Green, 


*  McPherson.  History  of  the  ReleUion.  p.  ?,0?>. 
t  For  liis  activities  in  this  direction  see  Xicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  p.  3G6  et  seq. 


of  Virginia,  wrote  to  Lincoln  request- 
ing an  interview  to  discuss  methods 
for  an  early  termination  of  the  war. 
Receiving  no  encouragement  at  Wash- 
ington he  asked  the  same  permission 
from  Richmond,  but  his  request  met 
a  similar  fate.  About  the  middle  of 
June  of  1863,  Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Vice-President  of  the  Confederacy, 
wrote  to  Davis  proposing  that  he  go 
to  Washington  ostensibly  to  negotiate 
regarding  an  exchange  of  prisoners 
but  actually  to  present  a  peace  pro- 
posal to  the  authorities  at  Washing- 
ton.* Davis  and  the  Confederate  cab- 
inet thought  that  this  mission  could  be 
better  accomplished  after  Lee  made 
his  movement  into  Pennsjdvania,  and 
that  Lincoln  would  be  more  likely  to 
receive  a  peace  commissioner  if  Lee's 
army  actually  threatened  Washington 
than  if  it  was  Ijing  quietly  south 
of  the  Rappahannock.  Accordingly 
Stephens  went  to  Fortress  Monroe  and 
on  July  4,  just  as  Lee's  invasion  had 
ended  in  disaster,  he  sent  to  Admiral 
Lee  in  Hampton  Roads  a  note  stating 
that  he  bore  a  communication  from 
Davis  to  Lincoln  and  desired  to  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Wasliington  in  his 
own  steamer,  the  Torpedo.  Lee  tele- 
graphed to  Lincoln  and  received  an 
order  not  to  permit  Stephens  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  unless  he  made 
known  the  subjects  which  he  wished 
to  discuss.  If  they  w^ere  military  his 
communication  could  be  received 
through  the  regular  channel  and  noth- 
ing else  would  be  entertained  bv  the 
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President  when  offered  in  terms 
assuming  the  independence  of  the 
so-oalled  Confederate  States.* 

The  Democrats  naturally  took  up 
the  peace  issue  and  played  upon  it  in 
the  campaign  of  18(33,  but  the  ballots 
l)roved    its   futility.     In    the    spring 
election  in  New  Hampshire  the  Repub- 
licans gained  the  victory.    In  Pennsyl- 
vania the  friends  of  Governor  Curtin 
relied  on  the  war  spirit  to  carry  their 
candidate    through   and   he   was    re- 
elected by  a  good  majority  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  McClellan,  much  to  the 
disappointment  of  Curtin,  identified 
liimself   with   the    Democratic   party 
by  writing  a  public  letter  in  support 
of  its  candidate.    In  Indiana  and  Iowa 
the  Union  party  was  successful.     In 
New  York  a  great  popular  reaction  , 
set  in,  due  principally  to  Seymour's 
conduct  during  the  draft  riots,  and  the 
majority  in  favor  of  the  Administra- 
tion candidates  for  State  offices,  except 
governor,  was  about  30,000,  the  legis- 
lature also  passing  into  the  hands  of 
the    Unionists.      In    Maryland    four 
Unionists  out  of  five  were  elected  to 
Congress  and  an  Emancipation  State 
ticket  was  carried  by  20,000  majority. 
Massachusetts  reelected  Andrew  for 
governor  by  41,000.    All  the  Northern 
States  but  New  Jersey,  Kentucky  and 
Delaware  voted  with  the  Union  party. 
Meanwhile  there  had  been  much  dis- 
cussion   respecting    the    President's 
power  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Attornoy-Gen- 


*Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  p. 
373. 


eral  Bates,  in  a  long  review  of  the 
matter  on  July  5,  1861,  as  well  as 
many  other  prominent  lawyers,  sus- 
tained the  President  in  the  exercise  of 
this   power.     However,   constant   at- 
tempts were  made  in  Congress  to  de- 
fine the  limits  of  the  executive  pre- 
rogative in  this  direction,  these  efforts 
not  being  coniined  strictly  to  Demo- 
crats.   Even  so  staunch  a  Republican 
as  Lyman  Trumbull  introduced  a  res- 
olution in  Congress  on  December  12, 
1861,  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  information  regarding  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  persons  in  the  , 
loyal  States,  and  as  to  the  law  under 
which    such   action   had    been    taken. 
This  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Judiciary     Committee,     which     was 
equivalent  to  its  rejection.     Several 
other  resolutions  of  a  similar  nature 
were  introduced,  but  all  of  these  were 
buried  in  committee.     On  February 
14,  1862,  however,  the  President  is- 
sued an  order  through  the  War  De- 
partment referring  to  the  critical  cir- 
cumstances of   the   country  and  the 
measures  which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  employ.     He   then   stated  that   a 
favorable   change   of   public   opinion 
had  occurred  and  that  he  was  anxious 
to  favor  a  return  to  the  normal  course 
of  the  Administration  so  far  as  regard 
for  the  public  welfare  would  allow. 
Accordingly  he  directed  that  all  polit- 
ical prisoners  or  state  prisoners  held 
under  military  custody  be  released  on 
subscribing  to  an  oath  that  they  would 
not  render  aid  or  comfort  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States.    The  Sec- 
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retary  of  War  was  authorized  to  ex- 
cept any  persons  detained  as  spies  or 
others  whose  release  might  be  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  pubUc  safety.* 
The  President  announced  also  that  ex- 
traordinary arrests  were  thenceforth 
to  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
military  force  alone,  and  on  February 
27  issued  another  order  appointing 
General  Dix  and  Edwards  Pierrepont 
of  New  York  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine the  cases  of  state  prisoners  re- 
strained under  military  duress,  and 
to  determine  whether,  in  view  of  the 
public  safety  and  the  existing  war, 
they  should  be  discharged,  remain 
in  military  custody,  or  be  admitted 
to  the  civil  tribunals  for  trial. f  Once 
again,  in  the  autumn  of  1862,  on  ac- 
count of  the  necessity  of  enforcing  the 
draft,  the  President  ordered  that  dur- 
ing the  current  insurrection  all  rebels 
and  insurgents,  their  advisers  and 
abettors  within  the  United  States,  and 
all  persons  discouraging  the  enlist- 
ment of  volunteers,  resisting  military 
drafts,  or  guilty  of  disloyal  practices 
should  be  subject  to  martial  law  and 
liable  to  trial  and  punishment  by  mili- 
tary commission ;  and  the  writ  •  of 
habeas  corpus  was  suspended  in  re- 
spect to  all  persons  arrested  or  im- 
j)risoned  by  the  military  authorities 
or  by  the  sentence  of  court-martial. 
This    action    was    not    onlv    harshlv 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
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criticised,  but  denounced  as  tryanny 
in  the  worst  form.  Accordingly,  on 
November  22,  the  War  Department 
issued  an  order  directing  the  dis- 
charge from  military  restraint  of 
all  persons  who  had  been  arrested 
for  discouraging  enlistments,  oppos- 
ing the  draft,  or  otherwise  aiding  or 
comforting  the  enemy  in  States  where 
the  draft  had  been  made  or  the  quota 
of  volunteers  and  militia  had  been 
furnished. 

When  Congress  met  in  December  of 
1862  this  subject  occupied  a  large 
share  of  its  attention.  On  Decem- 
ber 8  Thaddeus  Stevens  introduced  a 
bill  to  indemnify  the  President  and 
other  persons  for  suspending  the  priv- 
ilege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and 
acts  done  in  pursuance  thereof.  This 
bill  provided  also  that  the  President, 
during  the  existence  of  the  war,  might 
suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  at 
discretion.  The  bill  passed  the  House 
the  same  day  by  a  vote  of  90  to  45. 
Thereupon  36  members  of  the  House 
endeavored  to  have  entered  on  the 
journal  an  elaborate  protest  against 
the  bill  as  a  deliberate  and  dangerous 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  but  on 
the  motion  of  Stevens  this  protest  was 
tabled  by  a  vote  of  75  to  41.  The  bill 
then  went  to  the  Senate  where  it  was 
amended  and  passed  on  January  27, 
1863,  by  a  vote  of  33  to  7.  The  House 
refused  to  concur  in  the  amendments 
and  a  committee  of  conference  was 
appointed.  Their  compromise  was  ac- 
cepted in  both  chambers,  and  the  bill 
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was  signed  by  the  Prosident  on  March 


3, 1863.= 


During  the  summer  following  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  enrolment  and 
draft  were  going  on,  but  the  work  was 
greatly  impeded  by  constant  resort  to 
legal  expedients  by  drafted  men  and 
their  friends,  and  by  the  opposition  of 
the  politicians.  Accordingly,  on  Sep- 
tember 15,  deeming  that  the  public 
safety  required  it,  Lincoln  issued  a 
proclamation  suspending  the  writ 
throughout  the  United  States,  where 


persons  were  held  under  the  command 
of  the  Government,  either  as  prisoners 
of  war,  spies,  or  aiders  or  abettors  of 
the  enemy,  or  as  soldiers  or  deserters, 
or  for  resisting  the  draft,  or  for  any 
other  overt  act  against  the  military 
or  naval  service.*  The  President  took 
the  greatest  care  to  eliminate  abuse  of 
tliis  power  by  the  officers  acting  under 
its  direction,  but,  though  he  used  every 
precaution  to  avoid  offense,  his  acts 
did  not  escape  denunciation. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 


1S03. 

OPEKATIONS  AGAINST  FORTS  WAGNER  AND    SUMTER. 

The  commencement  of  operations  on  Morris  Island  —  Failure  of  the  first  assault  on  Fort  Wagner  —  Disastrous 
result  of  the  second  assault  —  The  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  —  The  abandonment  of  Fort  Wagner  — 
Repulse  of  the  Union  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  —  Suspension  of  operations. 


The  attack  by  the  fleet  under  Du- 
Pont  on  the  works  in  Charleston  har- 
bor in  April  of  1863  having  been  un- 
successful, it  was  deemed  advisable, 
as  preliminary  to  fiirther  offensive 
movements,  to  effect  a  lodgment  at 
Morris  Island  where  batteries  might 
be  erected  for  a  new  assault  on  Fort 
Sumter.  On  the  death  of  Admiral 
Foote  Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  south 
Atlantic  fleet  and  General  Q.  A.  Gill- 
more  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  mili- 
tary operations.  Fort  Wagner  was 
a  work  constructed  by  the  Confeder- 


*  McPherson,  History  of  the  Rebellion,  pp.  183- 
187 ;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
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ates  near  the  north  end  of  Morris  Is- 
land, a  low  strip  of  sandy  beach  about 
three  and  a  half  miles  in  length  on  the 
south  side  of  Charleston  harbor.  It 
was  2,600  yards  directly  south  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  was  constructed  to  con- 
trol that  portion  of  the  island  upon 
which  effective  breaching  batteries 
against  Fort  Sumter  could  be  estab- 
lished. On  the  northern  end  of  the 
island  was  Fort  Gregg  and  the  south- 
ern end  was  held  by  a  small  force  of 
infantry  and  artillery.  Gillmore  re- 
solved to  make  his  attack  from  Folly 
Island  directly  south  of  Morris.  This 
island  was  occupied  by  a  brigade  un- 


*  Richardson,  Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp. 
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aer  General  Israel  Vogdes  who  had 
fortified  the  southern  end  controlling 
the  waters  of  Stono  harbor  and  the 
a])proaches  to  James  Island.  At  both 
ends  of  the  island  was  a  heavy  growth 
of  underbrush  and  taking  advantage 
of  this  Vogdes,  u.nder  Gillmore's  di- 
rection, secretly  placed  47  siege  and 
field  guns  in  position. 

Alfred  H.  Terry's  division  of  4,000 
men  and  George  C.  Strong's  brigade 
of  2,500  were  concentrated  on  Folly 
Island,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  July  8 
Terry  was  sent  u])  the  Stono  to  make  a 
demonstration  against  James  Island, 
while  Strong  was  ordered  to  make  a 
descent  upon  Morris  Island  at  day- 
break of  the  9th.    Terry's  feint  com- 
pletely deceived  Beauregard  who  paid 
Uttle  attention  to  the  movements  on 
the  beach.      Strong's  troops  effected 
a  landing  at  daybreak  and  attacked 
the  Confederates  in  front,  while  Dahl- 
gren  with  his  ironclads  swept  the  nar- 
row island  with  his  g-uns.     The  Con- 
federate  batteries    of   11   guns   were 
carried  and  by  9  a.  m.  three-fourths 
of  the  island  had  been  abandoned  to 
Gillmore.      According  to   Gillmore's 
report  the  Union  troops  now  held  all 
the   island   except    one   mile    on   the 
north  end  which  included  Fort  Wag- 
ner   and    a    battery    on    Cummings' 
Point  mounting  14  or  15  heavy  guns.* 
On  the  morning  of  the  11th  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  carry  the  fort  by 
assault,  which  failed  with  a  loss  to 
the  Union  troops   of  172  killed   and 
wounded    and    119    taken    prisoners, 

while  the  Confederate  loss  was  only 

. * 

*  Official  Fcrords,  vol.  xx\'iii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  8. 


12  killed  and  wounded.  After  con- 
sultation with  Dahlgren  Gillmore  de- 
termined to  estabUsh  counter  bat- 
teries against  the  fort,  hoping  thereby 
with  the  aid  of  the  ironclads  to  dis- 
mount its  guns  and  either  drive  the 
Confederates  from  it  or  open  the  way 
to  a  successful  assault. 

Soon  after  midday  of  the  18th  the 
ironclads  and  the  41  light  guns  and 
siege  mortars  opened  a  furious  tire 
on  the  fort  until  nearly  all  its  guns 
were  silenced  and  the  defenders  had 
been    driven    into    the    bombproofs. 
Late  in  the  afternoon,  after  900  shot 
and    shell    had    been    discharged,    a 
storming  party  was  formed  consist- 
ing of  General  G.  C.  Strong's  brigade 
of  six  small  regiments  supported  by 
Colonel  II.   S.   Putnam's  brigade  of 
four  regiments.     In  advance  was  the 
54th   Massachusetts    Colored   led  by 
Colonel   Robert   Gould   Shaw.      The 
movement  of  the  troops  was  observed 
by  the  Confederates  in  Sumter  and 
fire  was  at  once  opened  upon  them. 
Under    this    fire    Strong's    brigade 
moved    along    the    beach    for    about 
three-quarters    of    a    mile    and    were 
then  directed  to  lie  down.    Just  be- 
fore  dark  the   order  was  given  for 
both    brigades    to    advance,    General 
Strong's    leading   and    Colonel    Put- 
nam's   within    supporting    distance. 
The    troops    rushed    forward    until 
within  200  yards  of  the  work  when  a 
terrific  hail   of  grape,  canister   and 
hand   grenades    was    hurled    against 
them,  forcing  them  back  with  severe 
loss.       Other     troops     followed     but 
gained   no    advantage.      Three   com- 
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panies  of  a  New  Hampshire  regiment 
led  by  Strong  in  person  gained  the 
ditch  and  wading  through  the  water 
found  shelter  against  the  embank- 
ment, but  this  availed  little  since  the 
second  brigade,  which  should  have 
been  ready  to  support  them,  was  far 
in  the  rear.  Hence  Strong  was  com- 
pelled to  order  a  retreat  and  finally, 
finding  that  support  did  not  come,  to 
abandon  the  attack.  Soon  afterward 
the  other  brigade  came  up  and  inisli- 
ing  impetuously  up  the  glacis  several 
regiments  succeeded  in  crossing  the 
ditch,  scaling  the  parapet  and  descend- 
ing into  the  fort.  Here  a  hand-to-hand 
conflict  ensued  in  which  Shaw  was 
killed  and  Strong  mortally  wounded, 
but  in  time  the  attack  was  repulsed. 
About  midnight  the  order  was  given 
to  retire  and  the  troops  fell  back  to 
the  rifle-pits  outside  their  own  works. 
In  this  second  assault  the  Union  loss 
was  1,128  killed  and  wounded  and  384 
missing.  The  Confederate  loss  was 
56  killed  and  133  wounded.* 

Having  inflicted  comparatively 
small  damage  on  the  enemy  and  hav- 
ing lost  1,500  men  by  his  assaults, 
Gillmore  determined  to  press  the 
siege  by  gradual  approaches.  While 
completing  these  works  Gillmore 
turned  his  attention  to  Fort  Sumter. 
By  August  16  a  sufficient  number  of 
breaching  guns  were  in  position  and 

*  Gillmore,  Engineer  and  Artillery  Operations 
against  Charleston,  p.  41  et  seq.;  Rhodes,  United 
States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  322;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  pp.  429-431 ;  Williams,  The 
Tfegro  Race  in  America,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  328-335 ; 
A.  P.  Rockwell,  The  Operations  against  Charles- 
ton (1912);  Confederate  Military  Ilistory,  vol. 
iv.,  pp.  200-204;  vol.  v.,  pp.  230-232,  235-249. 


on  the  17th  the  bombardment  was  be- 
gun in  earnest.  For  seven  days  the 
storm  of  metal  rained  upon  the  fort 
and  on  the  24th  Gillmore  reported  its 
practical  demoHtion.  From  18  guns 
he  had  thrown  5,009  projectiles  weigh- 
ing 552,683  pounds,  of  which  4,147 
struck  the  fort.  Nothing  but  a  few 
unserviceable  pieces  remained  on 
their  carriages  in  the  fort  which  ac- 
cording to  Gillmore  was  reduced  * '  to 
the  condition  of  a  mere  infantry-  out- 
post."* Before  daylight  of  August 
23,  five  monitors  approached  to  within 
800  yards  of  the  fort  and  opened  fire 
which  was  kept  up  until  6  a.  m.  The 
Confederate  officers  then  held  a  coun- 
cil of  war  and  a  proposition  was 
offered  to  abandon  the  fort,  but  as  a 
matter  of  sentiment  it  was  resolved 
to  hold  it. 

Meanwhile  regular  approaches  were 
being  made  against  Fort  Wagner. 
Thousands  of  heavy  shells  had  been 
thrown  into  it  and  by  August  26  the 
trenches  were  within  250  yards  of  it, 
the  intervening  space  being  a  flat 
ridge  of  sand  scarcely  25  yards  wide 
and  for  a  great  part  planted  with  tor- 
pedoes. In  the  midst  of  these  hidden 
perils  the  sappers  continued  their 
work  and  were  soon  within  100  yards 
of  the  fort.  Gillmore  then  resolved 
upon  a  vigorous  movement.  All  his 
light  mortars  were  lirought  to  the 
front,  his  breaching  batteries  were 
trained  on  the  fort  and  the  navy  was 
called  in  to  aid  in  the  bombardment. 
At  daylight  on  September  5  the  entire 


*  Gillmore,  Engineer  and  Artillery  Operations, 
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armament  opened  fire  and  for  42 
hours  the  soldiers  were  regaled  with 
a  spectacle  of  unequalled  magnifi- 
cence. During  this  time  17  siege  guns 
discharged  1,411  shells  at  the  work, 
of  which  1,247  struck  it.  On  the  night 
of  the  6th  the  sappers  pushed  past 
the  south  face  of  the  fort,  masking  its 
guns,  and  removed  the  pikes  planted 
at  the  foot  of  the  counter  scarp  of  the 
seafront.  As  the  way  was  now  open, 
Gillmore  ordered  an  assault  for  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  but  when  morn- 
ing came  it  was  found  that  the  gar- 
rison of  Wagner,  together  Avith  that 
of  Gregg,  had  evacuated  the  island, 
leaving  the  25  guns  of  the  two  works 
in  Union  possession.  The  Union  loss 
at  Morris  Island  July  10  to  Septem- 
ber 7  was  381  killed,  1,372  wounded 
and  565  missing;  the  Confederate  loss 
was  157  killed,  674  wounded  and  238 
missing. 

Meanwliile  on  August  30  Gillmore 
had  resumed  fire  on  Fort  Sumter,  dis- 
mounting the  remaining  barbette  guns 
and  leaving  only  one  casemate  gun 
serviceable.  On  Sexjtem)ber  2  six 
monitors  made  an  attack  but  no  reply 
was  made,  since  not  a  single  gun  was 
in  working  order.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  September  7,  after  Fort  Wag- 
ner had  been  abandoned,  Dahlgren 
demanded  the  surrender  of  Fort 
Sumter,  which  was  refused.  On  the 
night  of  September  8  an  attempt  was 
made  by  a  detachment  of  400  men 
from  the  fleet  under  Commander  F.  H. 
Stevens  to  carry  the  fort  by  assault. 
On  approacliing  the  fort  a  terrific 
musketry  fire  was  thrown  upon  them 


and  simultaneously,  at  a  signal  from 
the  fort,  all  the  Confederate  batteries 
on  James  and  Sullivan's  Islands,  with 
one  of  their  gunboats,  opened  fire. 
The  attack  was  repulsed  and  all  the 
troops  who  landed  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prisoners,  the  loss  being  re- 
ported as  4  killed,  19  wounded  and 
102  captured.  After  this  the  army 
busied  itself  for  several  weeks  recon- 
structing the  forts  on  Morris  Island 
and  firing  at  intervals  upon  Charles- 
ton and  Fort  Sumter.*  That  part  of 
Charleston  within  reach  of  the  Union 
shells  Avas  greatly  injured  and  almost 
entirely  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants. 
On  October  26  Gillmore  again  opened 
fire  with  his  heavy  guns  from  Forts 
Wagner  and  Gregg,  aided  by  the  cross 
fire  of  the  150-pound  rifles  of  the  fleet. 
This  completed  the  ruin  of  the  fort 
but  all  aggressive  operations  against 
Charleston  were  ended  for  the  season, 
although  a  desultory  fire  was  kept  up 
against  Sumter  during  November  and 
December  to  prevent  the  remounting 
of  guns.  The  casualties  in  the  fort 
from  August  12  to  December  11,  1863, 
were  43  killed  and  165  wounded,  while 
during  the  period  from  August  12  to 
December  31,  19,808  shot  and  shell 
had  fallen  against  or  into  it.  Though 
the  fort  was  now  a  ruin  it  did  not 
come  into  possession  of  the  Union 
forces  until  1865,  when  on  February 
17,  because  of  the  approach  of  Sher- 
man, the  forth  was  abandoned.f 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxviii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  30. 

t  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  .52-75 ; 
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When  General  Bragg,  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Stone  River  or  Murfreesboro, 
fell  back  from  Murfreesboro,  lie 
planned  to  bold  the  line  of  Elk  River 
but  was  directed  to  hold  that  of  Duck 
River,  north  of  which  he  disposed  his 
forces.  His  infantry  front  extended 
from  Wartrace  on  the  right  to  Shelby- 
ville  on  the  left  with  cavalry  on  the 
right  at  McMinnville  and  on  the  left 
at  Columbia  and  Spring  Hill.  On  the 
left  Polk's  corps  held  Shelbyville, 
which  was  strongly  fox'tified,  and  a 
strong  detachment  was  thrown  for- 
ward about  10  miles  to  Guy's  Gap. 
The  greater  part  of  Hardee's  corps 
held  Hoover's,  Liberty,  and  Bell 
Buckle  Gaps  and  the  rest  of  it  was  at 
Tullahoma,  36  miles  south  of  Mur- 
freesboro, which  was  fortified  and 
held  as  a  depot  of  supplies. 

Early  in  January  of  1863  the  troops 
of  the  Amiy  of  the  Cumberland  under 
General  Rosecrans  were  organized 
into  three  army  corps  —  the  14th  un- 
der General  George  H.  Thomas,  the 
20th  under  A.  McD.  McCook,  and  the 


21st  under  T.  L.  Crittenden.  There 
was  a  reserve  corps  under  General 
Gordon  Granger  and  a  cavalry  corf)s 
under  General  D.  S.  Stanley.  After 
the  battle  of  Murfreesboro  Rosecrans 
remained  inactive  for  nearly  six 
months,  though  the  President  and  Hal- 
leck  urged  him  to  make  an  early  move- 
ment, not  only  for  the  redemption  of 
Tennessee  from  Confederate  control 
but  also  to  assist  the  campaigns  of 
Grant  at  Vicksburg  and  of  Hooker  in 
Virginia  by  withdrawing  troops  from 
their  fronts  or  at  least  bj^  prevent- 
ing the  sending  of  reinforcements 
to  the  Confederates;  but  Rosecrans 
remained  inactive,  complaining  of  the 
lack  of  supplies,  of  forage,  of  revolv- 
ing rifles  for  his  mounted  troops,  of 
liis  deficiency  in  cavalry,  etc.  While 
bickering  with  the  Government  re- 
garding the  situation  and  condition 
of  his  forces,  Rosecrans  had  not  been 
entirely  inactive.  The  late  winter  and 
spring  were  occupied  not  only  in  com- 
pleting fortifications  and  intrench- 
ments  and  in  disciplining  the  army 
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but  also  by  a  series  of  raids  wliich, 
however,  though  expensive  and  de- 
structive on  both  sides,  led  to  no  ade- 
quate result.  The  Confederates  were 
equall}^  active. 

On  February  3  an  attack  ■was  made 
on  Fort  Donelson  by  the  Confederates 
under  Wheeler  and  Forrest  with 
about  4,000  men  and  8  pierces  of  artil- 
lery. Colonel  A.  C.  Harding  was  in 
command  of  the  fort  with  about  500 
available  men  of  his  own  regiment, 
a  company  of  cavalry  and  Floyd's 
battery  and  artillery.  In  the  after- 
noon the  Confederates  bombarded  the 
fort  and  made  several  feints  at  storm- 
ing the  works.  Twice  Forrest  sent 
a  flag  of  truce  demanding  surrender 
but  Harding  resolutely  refused.  At 
8  o'clock  in  the  evening  three  sides 
of  the  work  had  been  invested  and  the 
Confederates  w^ere  pressing  to  the 
final  attack  when  a  number  of  gun- 
boats under  Captain  Fitch,  convoying 
transports  from  below,  opportunely 
arrived  and  opened  fire  on  the  assail- 
ants. The  fire  of  the  gunboats  quickly 
drove  off  the  enemy  with  a  loss  in 
killed  and  Avounded  of  550  and  150 
captured.  Colonel  Harding's  loss 
was  16  killed  and  60  wounded,  and  50 
captured.* 

Late  in  February  of  1863  General 
Earl  Van  Dorn,  with  over  6,000  men, 
crossed  the  Tennessee  River  at  Flor- 
ence and  marched  northward  to  Co- 


*  Cist,  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pp.  140- 
141 ;  Joseph  Wheeler,  Campaigns  of  'Wheeler  and 
His  Caralnj  (1809);  J.  W.  DuBose.  Gen.  Joseph 
Wheeler  and  the  Army  of  Tennessee   (1912). 


lumbia,  on  Duck  River,  threatening 
Franklin,  about  28  miles  west  of  Mur- 
freesboro.  On  March  4  General  Rose- 
crans  sent  a  reconnoitering  column 
from  Franklin  under  command  of 
Colonel  John  Coburn.  It  consisted 
of  his  brigade  —  33d  and  85th  Indi- 
ana, 19th  Michigan,  and  22d  Wiscon- 
sin —  the  12-4th  Ohio,  600  cavalry  un- 
der Colonel  T.  J.  Jordan  and  C.  C. 
Aleshire's  Ohio  battery  of  six  guns; 
in  all  2,837  officers  and  men.  Coburn 
was  instructed  to  advance  the  first 
day  to  Spring  Hill,  Avhere  he  was  to 
halt  for  the  night  of  the  4th  and  next 
day  divide  his  force,  sending  part  of 
it  to  Rally  Hill,  on  the  left,  to  meet  a 
cooperating  cavalry  column  from 
Murfreesboro,  and  the  other  part  to- 
ward Columbia,  each  to  return  to 
Spring  Hill  at  night,  unless  the  de- 
tachment at  Rally  Hill  should  be 
joined  by  the  cavalry  expected  from 
Murfreesboro.  Colonel  Jordan,  with 
the  cavalry  and  battery,  led  the  ad- 
vance and,  when  three  miles  out  of 
Franklin,  met  General  W.  H.  Jack- 
son's cavalry  division  of  two  brigades 
and  King's  battery  moving  north. 
Both  parties  formed  for  battle.  Ale- 
shire  opened  with  his  guns.  King's 
guns  replied,  the  skii-mishers  became 
engaged,  and  after  a  brisk  engage- 
ment of  an  hour  Jackson  withdrew 
toward  Spring  Hill,  and  Coburn  went 
into  camp  four  miles  south  of 
Franklin. 

Van  Dom  had  started  from  Colum- 
bia that  morning  with  the  five  bri- 
gades of  Generals  N.  B.  Forrest,  W. 
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T.  Martin,  G.  B.  Cosby,  F.  C.  Arm- 
strong, and  Colonel  J.  W.  Whitfield, 
6,000  men  and  12  guns,  and  when 
Jackson  with  the  two  brigades  of 
Armstrong  and  Whitfield  fell  back 
after  the  engagement.  Van  Dorn 
formed  line  at  Thompson's  Station, 
nine  miles  south  of  Franklin,  and 
awaited  Coburn  's  advance.  Jackson 's 
division  was  posted  on  a  range  of 
hills  crossing  the  Franklin  Pike,  with 
King's  battery  on  the  extreme  left, 
while  Forrest's  brigade,  with  a  l)at- 
tery,  was  on  Jackson's  right.  On  the 
morning  of  the  5th  Coburn  advanced 
cautiously  and  on  uearing  Thompson's 
Station  Jordan  charged  with  his  cav- 
alry, drove  a  small  Confederate  force 
from  the  station,  and  seized  a  range 
of  hills  near  it.  Coburn  followed mth 
the  infantry  to  near  the  station,  when, 
on  entering  a  pass,  with  hills  on  either 
side,  he  was  arrested  by  shells  from 
the  Confederate  artillery  on  his  right 
and  left,  enfilading  his  line.  It  was 
necessary  to  dislodge  King's  battery 
on  his  right  and  the  33d  and  85th 
Indiana  advanced  down  the  hill,  when 
suddenlj'  the  Confederate  gnns  ceased 
firing  and  from  behind  a  stone  wall 
Whitfield's  brigade,  reinforced  by  a 
regiment  of  Armstrong's,  opened  a 
fire  that  drove  the  two  regiments  back 
up  the  hill.  Whitfield  followed,  and, 
when  nearing  the  summit,  was  charged 
and  driven  back  but  made  a  stand 
liehind  tlie  depot  of  Thompson's  Sta- 
tion and,  with  the  assistance  of  two 
of  King's  guns,  compelled  Cobnra's 
men  to  fall  back  beyond  the  hill.  At 
Vol.  VIII  —  24 


about  the  same  time  Coburn  was  in- 
formed that  about  1,000  cavalrj-  had 
just  been  discovered  on  the  left,  and 
he  resolved  to  retreat.  Meanwhile 
Armstrong  and  Whitfield  had  been  or- 
dered to  assault  Coburn 's  left  and 
Forrest  to  reach  his  rear.  Arm- 
strong, Whitfield  and  part  of  Forrest 
charged,  and  after  a  fierce  struggle 
for  the  crest  of  the  hill  were  again 
driven  from  it  with  great  loss.  Again 
the  Confederates  charged;  Coburn 
was  forced  back;  Forrest,  with  two 
regiments,  gaining  his  rear,  charged 
him;  and  after  a  few  volleys  at  close 
quarters  Coburn  surrendered.  His 
loss,  as  officially  reported,  was  48 
killed,  247  wounded,  and  1,151  cap- 
tured or  missing.  Van  Dorn's  loss 
was  56  killed,  '289  wounded,  and  12 
missing.  Meanwhile  other  columns 
had  pushed  out  from  Mnrfreesboro 
and  driven  other  bodies  of  Confed- 
erate cavalry  across  Duck  River,  and 
General  Gordon  Granger,  command- 
ing the  reserve  corps  of  Rosecrans' 
army,  upon  hearing  of  Coburn 's  de- 
feat, strengthened  Franklin  and  con- 
centrated a  column  at  that  place  to 
move  upon  Van  Dorn  at  Spring  Hill 
and  Thompson's  Station.  Granger 
moved  on  the  9th,  attacked  and  drove 
Armstrong's  cavalry  brigade  from 
Thompson's  Station  and  advanced  to 
Spring  Hill,  Van  Dorn  ha\ang  fallen 
back  during  the  day  to  recross  Duck 
River  at  Columbia.  On  the  next  day 
Granger's  cavalry  pushed  Armstrong 
across  Rutherford's  Creek  near  Co- 
lumbia and  Van  Dorn's  main  body  re- 
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crossed  Duck  Elver.  Pursiiit  was  sus- 
pended and  on  the  lltli  the  various 
commands  engaged  in  the  general 
reconnoissance  returned  to  their  for- 
mer positions.* 

On  March  18,  1863,  Colonel  A.  S. 
Hall,  with  a  brigade  of  Union  in- 
fantry of  1,300  men  and  two  guns, 
was  sent  from  Murfreesboro  to  look 
after  General  John  H.  Morgan,  who 
was  raiding  the  country  to  the  north- 
east. Beyond  Statesville  Hall  ran 
into  the  Confederate  skirmishers,  and 
learning  also  that  Morgan,  with  a 
large  force,  was  preparing  to  attack 
him.  Hall  fell  back  to  Vaught's  Hill. 
He  was  closely  followed  by  Morgan 
with  about  2,500  men  and  a  battery 
of  artillery,  who  made  an  attack  at 
11:30  A.  M.  on  the  20th,  before  Hall 
had  fairly  taken  position.  Morgan's 
larger  numbers  permitted  him  to  at- 
tack both  Hall's  flanks  and  rear,  but 
he  could  gain  no  further  advantage, 
and  after  an  engagement  of  nearly 
four  hours,  in  which  he  was  several 
times  repulsed,  he  finally  withdrew, 
with  a  loss  of  30  killed  and  150 
wounded.  The  Union  loss  was  6 
killed,  42  wounded,  and  8  missing,  t 
Finally  on  April  1  Morgan  was  driven 
from  his  stronghold  at  Snow  Hill  by 
General  D.  S.  Stanley.  J 

On  March  25  Forrest  made  a  raid 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiii. ;  Van  Home,  His- 
tory of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  vol.  1. ; 
Wyeth,  Life  of  Gen.  If.  B.  Forrest;  Cist,  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  pp.  141—143. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiii. ;  Cist,  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  pp.  143-144. 

tCist,  pp.   144-145. 


on  the  Nashville  and  Columbia  Rail- 
road, burning  the  bridge  and  captur- 
ing Colonel  Bloodgood's  command  of 
about  400  men  at  Brentwood.  Colonel 
G.  C.  Smith  arriving  opportunely  with 
about  600  cavalry  attacked  Forrest 
in  the  rear  and  recovered  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  propertj-  captured  at 
Brentwood,  pursuing  the  Confed- 
erates to  Little  Harpeth  where  they 
were  reinforced.  On  April  10  Van 
Dorn  attacked  Franklin,  but  was  re- 
pulsed by  General  Granger  with  a 
loss  of  19  killed,  35  wounded  and  48 
prisoners.  At  about  the  same  time 
General  J.  J.  Reynolds  made  a  raid 
on  the  Manchester  and  McMinnville 
Railroad  destroying  the  depot,  roll- 
ing-stock supplies  and  other  property, 
and  capturing  180  prisoners.* 

The  most  important  of  the  cavalry 
movements  set  on  foot  by  the  Union 
general  was  that  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  the  communica- 
tions of  General  Bragg 's  army  then 
at  TuUahoma,  the  objective  point  be- 
ing a  railroad  south  of  Dalton  in 
southwestern  Georgia.  Colonel  A.  D. 
Streight,  of  the  51st  Indiana,  was 
placed  in  command  of  a  brigade  of 
1,700  men  consisting  of  the  51st  and 
73d  Indiana,  the  80th  Illinois,  the  3d 
Ohio,  and  two  companies  of  Tennessee 
cavalry.  Streight  left  Nashville  on 
April  11,  landed  at  Palmyra,  marched 
to  Fort  Henry,  and  finally  reached 
Eastport  on  April  20  where  he  met 
General  G.  M.  Dodge  who,  with  7,000 


Cist,  p.  147. 
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cavalrj'  and  infantry,  had  marched  by 
vvay  of  Corinth  and  luka.     Following- 
Dodge  he  steadily  pushed  back  P.  D. 
Eoddey's  cavalry.     Streight  arrived 
at  Tuscumbia  on  April  24  and  being 
supplied  by  Dodge  with  some  animals 
and  rations  set  out  again  on  April  26 
with   only   300   of   his   men   on   foot. 
Cutting  loose  from  Dodge  he  scoured 
the  country  for  more  horses  and  mules, 
late  on  the  28th  arriving  at  Moulton. 
A.t  midnight  he   resumed  the  march 
eastward    to    Day's    Gap,    about    35 
miles  away,  which  he  reached  on  the 
night  of  April  29,  and  the  next  day 
was  attacked  by  Forrest  with  1,200 
men  and  8  guns.     Streight  formed  an 
ambush  into  which  Forrest  rode  and 
was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  two  of  his 
guns.     Tliis  enabled  Streight  to  make 
good  his  escape  wdth  the  loss  of  only 
a   few   captured.     He    continued    his 
march   with   comparatively   little   in- 
terruption until  y  o'clock  on  May  2 
when  Forrest  attacked  his  rear  guard 
at  the  crossing  of  Black  Creek  near 
Gadsden.   Streight  burned  the  bridge, 
which  checked  Forrest  for  some  time, 
and,  15  miles  beyond  Gadsden,  halted 
to   procure    forage    for   his    animals. 
Having    crossed    the    creek    Forrest 
again    attacked    and    was    again    re- 
pulsed.   Streight  continued  his  march 
toward  Rome  and  when  near  Cedar 
Bluffs,  Alabama,  was  again  overtaken 
and    attacked    by    Forrest.     Forrest 
sent  a  flag  of  truce   demanding  the 
suri-ender    of    the    whole    command. 
Streight  finally  yielded  and  on  May   ' 
3    surrendered    his    entire    force    of 


1,365  men.  Prior  to  surrender  he  had 
lost  145  men  in  killed,  wounded  and 
captured.  The  captains  were  sent  to 
Richmond  and  confined  in  Libby 
Prison,  from  which  in  February  of 
1864  Streight  escaped  by  burrowing 
under  the   foundation  walls.* 

Two  months  later  General  Bragg 's 
cavalry  made  a  similar  movement 
into  the  Northern  States  with  pre- 
cisely the  same  result.  About  the 
middle  of  June  of  1863  General  Bragg 
ordered  General  John  Hunt  Morgan 
with  2,000  picked  mounted  infantry 
and  four  guns  to  move  from  Tennes- 
see into  Kentucky,  break  up  Rose- 
crans'  railroad  communications,  cap- 
ture Louisville,  destroy  the  public 
works  and  return  to  Tennessee  as 
quickly  as  possible.  Morgan,  how- 
ever, decided  to  exceed  his  orders  and 
to  create  consternation  in  the  North 
by  making  a  raid  north  of  the  Ohio. 
On  June  27  he  set  out  with  2,460  men 
and  4  guns  from  Sparta,  Tennessee, 
and  by  a  rapid  march  entered  Ken- 
tucky, crossed  the  Cumberland  at 
Burkesville,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Green  River  at  Tebb's  Bend  where  he 
found  his  progress  arrested  by  300 
men  of  the  25th  Michigan  under  Col- 
onel 0.  H.  Moore.  Moore  declined  to 
surrender,  and  after  a  hard  fight,  in 
which  he  lost  6  killed  and  23  wounded, 
repulsed  Morgan  with  a  loss  of  36 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxiii.;  Cist,  The  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  pp.  145-147 ;  Wyeth,  Life, 
of  General  N.  B.  Forrest;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iv.,  p.  414;  J.  H.  Mathes,  General  Forrest 
(1902);  Confederate  Military  History^  vol.  vi., 
pp.  209-211. 
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killed  and  46  wounded.  Morgan  then 
crossed  above  Newmarket,  on  the  5th 
defeated  and  captured  the  garrison  of 
•400  men  under  Colonel  Hanson  at 
Lebanon,  and  having  sacked  and  set 
fire  to  the  town  proceeded  to  Spring- 
field on  his  way  to  the  Ohio.  On  July 
6  at  Bardstown  Morgan  captured  20 
men  of  the  4th  United  States  cavalry, 
at  Shepherdsville  on  Salt  River,  cap- 
tured a  train  containing  20  soldiers 
and  on  July  7  after  passing  through 
Lawrenceville  reached  Brandenburg 
on  the  Ohio.  At  this  time  two  steam- 
boats opportunely  came  down  the 
river  and  were  seized  by  Morgan  who 
began  to  cross  his  command  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th.  His  passage  was 
disputed  by  a  gun  and  by  militia  with 
a  field-piece  on  the  Indiana  shore,  but 
by  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  entire 
force  was  in  Indiana. 

The  Union  troops  in  the  vicinity 
immediately  set  out  in  pursuit.  Col- 
onel Wolford  with  his  brigade  from 
Jamestown  joined  E.  H.  Hobson  and 
J.  M.  Shackelford  at  Springfield  and 
arrived  at  Brandenburg  just  after 
Morgan  had  crossed.  Hobson  was  in 
command  and  with  2,500  mounted  in- 
fantrj'  and  cavalry  and  four  guns 
crossed  the  river  in  pursuit  and  for 
17  days  hung  upon  Morgan's  heels. 
General  H.  M.  Judah's  division  Avas 
sent  up  the  river  in  boats  to  intercept 
Morgan  on  his  retreat.  Hobson  im- 
mediately crossed  the  river  at  Bran- 
denburg, landing  his  force  on  the  In- 
diana side  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th.     Nevertheless  for  two  weeks 


Morgan,  by  his  boldness  and  skill, 
managed  to  keep  ahead  of  his  pur- 
suers. After  crossing  the  Ohio  Mor- 
gan rode  north  through  Corydon, 
overpowered  the  militia  there,  pushed 
on  to  Salem  where  he  captured  nearly 
400  militia,  then  marched  through 
Lexington  and  Paris  to  Vernon  near 
wliich  place  on  the  11th  he  encoun- 
tered 1,200  militia  under  Colonel 
Love.  Under  cover  of  darkness  he 
withdrew  from  Love's  front  and 
pressing  on  through  Dupont  and 
Sumansville  crossed  the  Indiana  line 
on  the  loth  to  Harrison,  Ohio.  He 
then  concentrated  his  command  pre- 
paratory to  making  his  way  across  the 
Ohio  into  Kentucky,  detaching  parties 
to  burn  bridges,  ravage  in  every  di- 
rection, seize  upon  all  the  horses 
within  reach,  and  confuse  the  pursuit. 
Under  cover  of  a  feint  on  Hamilton 
he  marched  by  night  a  few  miles  north 
of  Cincinnati  and  then,  turning  toward 
Berlin,  where  the  Government  had  a 
large  number  of  animals,  found  him- 
self confronted  by  a  small  body  of 
militia  under  Colonel  Runkel.  He 
lost  much  time  in  threatening  an  at- 
tack on  Runkel,  but  finally  withdrew 
closely  followed  by  Runkel,  and  after 
dark  of  the  ISth  reached  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  a  short  distance  above  Pome- 
roy  near  Buffington  Bar  and  Blenner- 
hasset's  Island  by  which  route  he  had 
intended  to  escape.  The  pursuers 
were  not  far  behind  and  were  closing 
in  on  him  from  every  direction.  On 
the  west  Hobson  was  hanging  on  his 
rear;   General  Judah  was  marching 
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up    from    the    southwest;    regiments 
were    coming   down   the    river   from 
Parkersburg     and     gunboats     were 
patrolling  the  river  and  watching  the 
foi'ds.     Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  a  desperate  attempt  was  made 
by  Morgan  to  cross  the  river,  but  the 
movement  was  checked  by  the  gun- 
boats.    He  was  attacked  in  rear  by 
the  head  of  Hobson's  column,  in  flank 
by  Judah's  cavalry,  and  in  front  by 
two  gunboats.     A  severe  engagement 
followed     which     cost     Morgan     120 
killed  and  wounded  and  about  700  of- 
ficers and  men  captured,  among  them 
being    Dick    Morgan    and    Basil    ^X. 
Duke.    General  Morgan  himself,  how- 
ever, was  not  at  this  time  captured 
but,  with  the  remainder  of  his  force, 
escaped   up   the   river  where  he   at- 
tempted to  cross  to  Belleville  by  swim- 
ming his  horses.    A  portion  of  John- 
son's regiment,  about  300  in  number, 
managed  to  swim  the  river  and  get 
away,  but  a  gunboat  stopped  the  re- 
mainder   of    the    column,    whereupon 
Morgan  with  his  800  men   returned 
to  the  Ohio  shore  and  retreated  in- 
land.   Though  he  had  lost  all  his  artil- 
lery   and    trains,    he    pressed    north- 
east through  Washington  and  Athens, 
marching  35  miles  a  day  and  burning- 
bridges  behind  him.     General  Shack- 
elford with  500  men  had  started  in 
pursuit  and  harassed  his  rear.     For 
several  days  and  nights  they  followed 
Morgan  and  on  July  26  the  advance 
captured  250  men  near  Salineville  and 
later  in  the  day  Morgan  himself  and 
364  officers  and  men  were  intercepted 


near  New  Lisbon  and  Beaver  Creek 
and  compelled  to  surrender.  The 
Union  loss  in  the  campaign  of  July  2 
to  26  was  19  killed,  47  wounded  and  8 
missing.*  According  to  Pollard,  Mor- 
gan destroyed  34  important  bridges 
and  not  less  than  $10,000,000  worth  of 
steamboats,  railroads,  public  stores, 
depots,  etc.f 

After  his  capture  Morgan  was 
taken  for  safe  keeping  to  Columbus 
and  placed  in  the  Ohio  penitentiary, 
but  on  November  28  with  six  others 
he  managed  to  escape  and  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Confederates  with 
great  enthusiasm.  He  led  one  more 
raid  into  Kentucky.  In  June  of  the 
next  year  he  was  decisively  defeated 
by  General  S.  G.  Burbridge.  On 
September  4,  1864,  at  the  outset  of 
another  raid,  he  was  surprised  in 
Greenville,  Tennessee,  and  was  killed 
while  attempting  to  escape.]: 

Meanwhile  Eosecrans  was  pusliing 
Ms  preparations  for  an  active  cam- 
paign and  at  last  on  June  24  the 
camps  at  Murfreesboro  were  broken 
up   and   the   army   began  its   march 

*  Of/icial  A'ecords,  vol.  xxiii.;  Duke,  History  of 
Morgan's  Cavalry;  Senour,  Morgan  and  his  Cap- 
tors; Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
viii.,  pp.  52-58;  S.  R.  Ford,  Raids  and  Romance 
of  Morgan  and  His  Men  (1S04)  ;  M.  E.  Farley, 
General  Morgan's  Great  Raid  (189.3);  E.  A.  M., 
The  Truth  of  the  Raid  of  the  Confederate  General 
John  Morgan  and.  Command  through  Portions  of 
the  States  of  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  etc. 
(1894)  ;  Celebration  of  the  Surrender  of  General 
John  B.  Morgan,  in  Ohio  Archwological  and  His- 
torical Quarterly,  vol.  xx.,  pp.  368-377  (1911); 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  634-635 ;  Con- 
federate Military  History,  vol.  ix.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  172- 
173. 

t  Third  Year  of  the  War,  p.  104. 

JDuke,  History  of  Morgan's  Cavalry,  p.  528. 
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with  McCook  on  the  right,  Thomas  in 
the  centre  and  Crittenden  on  the  left, 
the  object  being  to  drive  Bragg  from 
middle  Tennessee.  Being  informed 
that  Bragg  was  strongly  intrenched 
at  Shelbyville  and  Tullahoma,  Rose- 
crans  determined  to  render  these 
intrenchments  useless  by  turning 
Bragg 's  right  and  attacking  the 
bridge  across  Elk  River  in  his  rear, 
thus  compelling  him  to  retreat  or  en- 
gage in  battle  on  open  ground.  Rose- 
crnns  had  about  50,000  infantry,  6,800 
cavalry  and  3,000  artillery,  while 
Bragg  had  30,000  infantry,  14,000 
cavalry  and  2,250  artillery.  The  cam- 
paign was  opened  when  Mitchell's 
cavalry  moved  from  Triune  and 
drove  Wheeler's  cavalry  back  upon 
the  infantry  with  sharp  skirmishing 
at  Eagleville,  Rover  and  Unionville. 
By  successive  steps  Liberty,  Hoov- 
er's, and  Guy's  gaps  were  secured. 
On  the  26th  Thomas  pushed  the  Con- 
federates back  to  within  five  miles 
of  Manchester;  Crittenden  followed 
Thomas;  McCook  remained  at  Lib- 
ertj'  Gap,  and  Granger  at  Christiana. 
By  this  time  so  much  ground  toAvard 
Manchester  had  been  gained  by 
Thomas  that  it  was  practicable  to 
concentrate  the  whole  army  there  to 
force  Bragg  to  abandon  his  position. 
Accordingly  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  Thomas  seized  Manchester  and 
at  midnight  had  concentrated  his  en- 
tire corps  at  that  place,  12  miles  from 
Tullahoma.  McCook  Avithdrew  from 
Libert}^  Gap  and  marched  through 
Hoover's     Gap,     following    Thomas. 


This  movement  convinced  Bragg  that 
he  could  not  hold  the  long  line  to 
►Shelbyville;  hence  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th  he  withdrew  Polk 
from  that  place  to  Tullahoma, 
Wheeler  with  his  cavalry  being  left  to 
cover  his  rear.  Stanley's  cavalry 
and  Granger's  corps  advanced  from 
Christiana,  drove  Wheeler  from 
Guy's  Gap  and  pursued  him  inside 
the  intrenchments  four  miles  north 
to  Shelbyville,  where  Wheeler  made 
a  stand  with  Martin's  division  to 
cover  Polk's  wagon  train  then  on  the 
road  from  Shelbj^'ille  to  Tullahoma. 
R.  H.  Mint}''s  cavalry  brigade  drove 
Wheeler  into  ShelbyA-ille,  whereupon 
the  latter  crossed  the  Duck  River  and 
was  about  to  burn  the  bridge  when  he 
received  information  that  Forrest 
was  approaching  with  two  brigades 
from  Franklin  to  join  him.  Accord- 
ingly he  recrossed  to  the  northern 
side  of  the  river  mth  Martin's  500 
men  and  two  guns,  but  scarcely  had 
he  taken  position  when  the  Union 
cavalary  came,  charged,  overrode 
Wheeler  and  his  500  men,  took  the 
guns  and  covered  the  entrance  to  the 
bridge.  Wheeler  ordered  a  charge, 
cut  through  a  part  of  the  thin  Union 
line,  pushed  down  the  steep  river  bank 
and  swam  across.  Wheeler,  Martin 
and  some  of  the  men  escaped,  about 
50  were  killed  or  drowned,  and  many 
were  taken  prisoners.  Meanwhile, 
when  near  Shelbyville,  Forrest  had 
turned  back,  crossed  the  river  and 
marched  to  Tullahoma. 
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Having  now  forced  Bragg  from  bis 
first  line  on  the  right  and  from  Shel- 
byvillc  on  the  left,  Rosecrans  endeav- 
ored  to   drive  him  from   Tullahoma 
back  bej'ond  the  Tennessee.      Early 
on  the  morning  of  June  28  Colonel 
J.    T.    Wilder   with    bis    brigade    of 
mounted  infantry  burned  Elk  River 
bridge  and  broke  the  railroad  south 
of  Decherd  in  the  rear  of  Tullahoma. 
The  next  day  he  broke  up  the  Tracy 
City  Railroad  and  then,  dividing  his 
forces,    advanced    toward    Anderson 
and  Tantallon  on  the  railroad  to  Chat- 
tanooga.     At    both    places    superior 
forces  prevented  attack  and  he  there- 
fore marched  both  divisions  to  Man- 
chester on  the  30th.      Meanwhile  the 
corps  of  Thomas,  McCook  and  Crit- 
tenden had  closed  up  and  with  Stan- 
ley's cavalry  had  gone  to  Manchester. 
Thus  when  Bragg  found  his  communi- 
cations with  Chattanooga  so  seriously 
threatened  he  concluded  to  withdraw 
and  on  the  night  of  June  30  aban- 
doned Tullahoma   and  fell  back  be- 
yond Elk  River.     On  July  1  Thomas 
occupied  Tullahoma  and  was  ordered 
to  set  out  in  pursuit  of  Bragg  but  as 
the  latter  held  the  crossings  of  Elk 
River  the  pursuit  was  discontinued. 
Bragg  maintained  his  retreat  over  the 
Cumberland  Mountains   and  crossed 
the  Tennessee  River  to  Chattanooga, 
leaving  middle    Tennessee    again    in 
Union  possession.     During  the  cam- 
paign the  Union  loss  was  84  killed, 
473  wounded  and  13  missing.      The 
Confederate  loss  is  not   known,   Init 
Rosecrans     reported     that     he     had 


captured     1,634     prisoners     and     11 
guns.* 

Rosecrans  was  elated  at  his  suc- 
cess in  driving  Bragg  out  of  middle 
Tennessee  and  thought  that  Bragg 
was  in  full  retreat  southward.  Eager 
to  strike  at  the  Confederate  army  he 
ordered  his  troops  to  pursue  but  be- 
cause of  the  topography  of  the  coun- 
try was  compelled  to  separate  his 
corps  and  divisions.  Bragg,  however, 
had  no  idea  of  retreating,  but  on  the 
contrary-  turned  on  the  enemy.  The 
failure  of  Bragg 's  excellent  combina- 
tions, however,  increased  the  difficulty 
of  interposing  his  army  between  the 
Union  army  and  Chattanooga  and,  in 
the  end,  made  it  impossible. 

Lookout  Mountain  bounds  McLe- 
more's  Cove  on  the  west.  Following 
its  eastern  base  from  Chattanooga 
southward,  it  is  24  miles  to  Stevens' 
Gap,  over  which  Thomas'  14th  corps, 
which  constituted  the  centre  of  Rose- 
crans' anny,  crossed  Lookout  Moun- 
tain from  the  west  into  the  Cove. 
Eight  miles  beyond  is  Dougherty's 
Gap,  from  which  point  Pigeon  Moun- 
tain, running  northeastwardly,  forms 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Cove. 
The  triangular  area  thus  inclosed  is 
from  5  to  8  miles  wide,  the  mouth 
opening  toward  Chattanooga,  and 
contains  between  80  and  100  square 
miles.  Rosecrans'  centre  and  right 
were  ascending  Lookout  Mountain 
before  Bragg  became  aware   of  the 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xsiii.;  Van  Home,  His- 
tory of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  vol.  i. ; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  es^-C)" :  Cist, 
The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pp.   lo4-171. 
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movement.     He  then  evacuated  Chat- 
tanooga, conducted  his  army  by  way 
of  Rossville  and  Lee  and  Gordon's 
Mill  and  established  it  at  Lafayette, 
26    miles    south    and    behind   Pia-eon 
Mountain.     From  this  position  of  his 
army  there  were  four  gaps  through 
which    roads    led    into    McLemore's 
Cove.      Opposite  Lafayette  was  Dug 
Gap,  to  the  south  of  which  was  Blue 
Bird  and  to  the  north  Cattlett's  and 
Wrothen's.      Dug  Gap  was  directly 
opposite  Stevens'  Gap.     The  Chicka- 
mauga   Creek  rises  near  Dougherty 
Gap  and  runs  southward  through  the 
Cove. 

Ha\ang  accomplished  his   purpose 
north  of   the  Tennessee,   Crittenden 
withdrew  his  corps  through  Sequat- 
chie Valley  to  the  river,  crossed  both 
that  and  the  Sand  Mountains  and  en- 
tered Lookout  Valley  near  the  north 
point  of  Lookout  Mountain.     On  Sep- 
tember 9  a  reconnoitering  party  dis- 
covered that  Bragg  had  evacuated  the 
city  Avhereupon,  leaving  a  brigade  in 
the  city  and  passing  around  the  point 
of  the  mountain,  Crittenden  proceeded 
at  once  by  way  of  Eossville  Gap  to 
the  vicinity  of  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill, 
there  to  operate  on  the  left  of  Thomas 
who  had  descended  Lookout  at  Ste- 
vens' Gap.    The  right  of  the  army,  the 
20th  corps  under  McCook  with  Stan- 
ley's cavalry  corps,  crossed  Lookout 
at  Valley  Head,   42  miles   south   of 
Chattanooga,  and  descended  south  of 
Dougherty's  Gap.      Thus  the  left  of 
the   army  under   Crittenden  was   at 
Lee    and   Gordon's   Mill,   the    centre 
corps  was  at  Stevens'  Gap,  15  miles 


distant,  and  the  right  corps  about  25 
miles  beyond  that  ])oint,  with  the  cav- 
alry still  further  south. 

General  Bragg  was  aware  of  the 
situation  of  the  Union  army  and  the 
isolation  of  the  south  corps.     More- 
over, the  situation  of  the  separated 
Union  corps  was  rendered  still  more 
precarious  by  reports  received  from 
General    Sheridan    on    the    extreme 
right     that     Bragg     was     retreating 
toward    Rome,   which   led  Eosecrans 
to  order  a  pursuit.     General  Thomas 
urged  a  concentration  of  the  army, 
but  was  overruled.     Bragg  from  his 
position  behind  Pigeon  Mountain  was 
in  a  most  favorable  position  for  first 
striking    Thomas    and    then    turning 
upon   either  of  the   wings   before   it 
could  obtain  support.     Had  Bragg 's 
orders  been  executed  promptly  and 
vigorously,  the  situation  of  the  Union 
troops  would  have  been  critical. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  Negley's 
di\-ision,  forming  the  Union  advance 
from   Stevens'   Gap   along  the    road 
leading  through  Dug  Gap  to  Lafay- 
ette, encountered  the  enemy,  and  late 
at   night   it   was    ascertained  that   a 
strong  force  was  concentrating  there. 
In  developing  liis  plan  Bragg  had  sent 
Hindman's  division  from  the  Lafay- 
ette  side   of  the  mountain   and   had 
ordered  D.  H.  Hill  to  send  Cleburne 
to  cooperate.     Hill,  however,  reported 
that  Cleburne  was  sick  and  that  the 
movement    was    impracticable    any- 
way.*   Early  the  next  morning  Buck- 
ner  on  the  extreme  right  was  ordered 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  76-78. 
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to  advance  into  the  Cove  to  support 
Hindman.  Hindman,  however,  con- 
sumed invaluable  time  in  arguing  for 
a  change  of  plan,  but  Bragg  refused 
to  consider  it.  Cleburne,  who  in  the 
prospect  of  a  light  had  recovered  his 
health,  removed  the  obstructions  from 
Dug  Gap  and  at  daylight  was  ready 
for  the  march.  Bragg  joined  Cle- 
burne at  his  camp  and  the  two  waited 
in  intense  anxiety  for  Hindman  to 
open  his  guns,  when  tliey  expected  to 
move  on  the  flank  and  rear.  Walker's 
reserve  corps  was  ordered  forward  to 
join  Cleburne  in  the  attack  and  thus 
Bragg  had  seven  divisions  cooperat- 
ing in  the  movement  against  Thomas. 
Hindman,  however,  did  not  attack 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  10th.  At 
that  time  Baird's  division  had  arrived 
from  Stevens'  Gap  to  support  Neg- 
ley  and  by  brilliant  movements  in  re- 
treat, with  some  sharp  skirmishing 
by  T.R.Stanley's  and  Starkweather's 
brigadesr,  the  two  divisions  with*  their 
trains  were  withdrawn  in  perfect  or- 
der to  Bailey's  Cross  Roads,  a  strong 
strategic  position  in  front  of  Stevens' 
Gap,  where  Brannan's  division,  which 
had  completed  the  crossing  of  Look- 
out, was  within  easy  supporting  dis^ 
tance.  Thus  Bragg 's  attempt  to  cross 
the  Union  centre  was  a  failure,  for 
which  he  held  Hill  and  Hindman  re- 
sponsible. 

Nevertheless  Bragg  still  hoped  to 
destroy  Crittenden's  column.  He 
moved  Polk's  and  W.  H.  T.  Walker's 
corps  in  the  direction  of  Lee  and  Gor- 
don's Mill.  Bragg  knew  that  Critten- 
den's corps  was  divided  with  one  of 


its  three  divisions  near  Ringgold,  and 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  he  or- 
dered Polk  to  attack  Crittenden's 
corps  immediately.  The  latter,  how- 
ever, was  led  to  believe  that  a  general 
attack  on  his  column  was  about  to  be 
made  and  instead  of  carrying  out 
Bragg 's  orders  sent  a  dispatch  to  him 
stating-  that  he  had  taken  a  strong- 
position  for  defence  and  requesting 
that  the  whole  of  Buckner's  corps  be 
sent  him  as  a  reinforcement.  Bragg 
hurried  to  the  front  to  join  Polk  on 
the  morning  of  September  13  but 
found  no  enemy  before  him,  for  the 
delay  had  enabled  Crittenden  to  unite 
his  forces,  cross  the  Cliickamauga 
and  take  a  strong  position  on  the 
bluffs  overlooking  that  stream  at  Lee 
and  Gordon's  Mill.  Thus  Bragg 's 
attempt  to  crush  the  Union  left  failed, 
for  which  Polk  was  held  responsible. 
Meanwhile  McCook  was  still  far  on 
the  right,  entirely  out  of  position. 
Finding  that  cooperation  with  Thomas 
from  the  Broomtown  Valley  was  im- 
130ssible,  he  retired  his  trains  to  the 
summit  of  the  mountain  behind  him 
and  at  midnight  of  the  12th  was  or- 
dered to  join  Thomas  at  Stevens' 
Gap.  Rosecrans  had  now  discovered 
that  Bragg,  instead  of  retreating,  was 
concentrated  for  battle,  and  that  John- 
ston from  Mississippi  and  Longstreet 
from  Virginia  were  hurrying  to  join 
him.  In  his  report  Rosecrans  says: 
"  It  then  became  a  matter  of  life  and 
death  to  effect  the  concentration  of 
the  army."*     The  flanks  of  the  army 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxx..  pt.  i.,  p.  54. 
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were  40  miles  apart  by  the  nearest 
practicable  roads.  MeCook's  return 
to  the  main  body  was  one  of  vital  im- 
portance. Concluding  that  he  could 
not  move  along  the  eastern  base  of 
Lookout,  McCook  deterinined  to  join 
the  centre  by  a  roundabout  way 
through  Valley  Head.  On  the  night 
of  the  13th  he  ascended  the  mountain, 
moving  by  way  of  Henderson's  Gap, 
and  four  days  later  effected  his  junc- 
tion with  Thomas  by  Winston's  Gap. 
On  September  17  his  advance  went 
into  camp  at  Pond  Spring,  seven 
miles  from  the  slope  of  Missionary 
Ridge  where  Eosecrans'  headquarters 
were  situated,  and  15  miles  from 
Chattanooga. 

Bragg's  third  plan  for  which  orders 
were  issued  on  September  18  was  the 
Murf reesboro  scheme  reversed.  Long- 
street  with  two  di\asions  of  the  army 
of  Northern  Virginia  had  arrived  and 
he  therefore  determined  to  move  l)y 
the  right  flank  instead  of  the  left  to 
take  position  on  the  road  from  Lafay- 
ette to  Chattanooga,  attack  the  Union 
left,  drive  it  down  the  eastern  slope  of 
Lookout  Mountain  and  destroy  it. 
By  Bragg's  original  order  Bushrod 
R.  Johnson  was  to  cross  the  Chicka- 
mauga  at  Reed's  bridge,  then  turning 
to  the  left  sweep  up  the  stream  to- 
ward Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  Walker 
crossing  at  Alexander's  bridge  to 
unite  in  the  movement.  Buckner  was 
to  cross  at  Thetfoi'd's  Ford  to  press 
the  enemy  up  the  creek  in  front  of 
Polk.  Polk  was  to  attack  at  Lee  and 
Gordon's  Mill,  while  Hill  was  to  cover 


the  Confederate  left  flank  against  a 
Union  advance  from  McLemore's 
Cove.  Thus  Bragg's  plan  was  to 
drive  Crittenden  back  on  Thomas  in 
the  centre  and  both  Crittenden  and 
Thomas  back  on  McCook  on  the  right 


and  thus  interposing  between  the 
Union  army  and  Chattanooga  push  it 
back  into  the  mountains  and  regain 
that  most  important  city. 

This  movement,  which  w^as  to  have 
taken  place  at  daybreak  of  the  18th, 
was  retarded  by  many  delays,  and  not 
until  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  did 
Johnson,  in  command  of  five  brigades 
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including  Hood's   division   of  Long- 
street's    corps,    force    a    passage    at 
Eeed's  bridge  where  was  a  troop  of 
Minty's    cavalry.      Walker's    corps, 
after  failing  at  Alexander's  bridge 
wliich  was  defended  by  Wilder 's  bri- 
gade of  mounted  cavalry,  was  com- 
pelled to  cross  at  a  ford  below.    Dur- 
ing   the    night    about    two-thirds    of 
Bragg 's    army    crossed    the    Chicka- 
mauga  and  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  formed  in  line  of  battle  di- 
rectly on  Crittenden's  left  flank.    This 
delay  made  Bragg 's  purpose  evident 
to    Eoseerans,    who    accordingly    im- 
proved his  time  by  shifting  the  posi- 
tion   of   his    army.      Hence    Bragg's 
plan   of   battle   was   destroyed  by  a 
night   advance  of  Rosecrans'  centre 
and  right  whereby  he  passed  several 
miles   beyond  Bragg's   position   and 
threw  his  lines  across  the  Lafayette 
Road   and  eastward   to   the    Chieka- 
mauga,  thereby  gaining  a  position  be- 
tween Bragg  and  Chattanooga.     The 
head  of  Thomas'  corps  which  struck 
Forrest's  cavalry  at  Jay's  Mill  was 
Brannan's     division.      The     fighting 
soon  became  desperate  and  at  close 
quarters,    and    so    continued   until    1 
0  'clock  when  Forrest  and  his  supports 
were    repulsed.       Soon    both   armies 
were   advancing   rapidly   toward   the 
scene  of  fighting.     The  battle  raged 
from  noon  until  sunset  with  alternat- 
ing advance  and  rejiulse  for  each  side, 
the  field  finally  remaining  in  the  pos- 
session   of    the    Union    forces.      At 
nightfall  Clefcurne  's  division  fell  with 
great  force  upon  the  lines  of  John- 


son's   and    Baird's    divisions    which 
were  well  in  advance  of  the  centre, 
compelling  them  to  withdraw.    At  the 
close   of  the   day's   fight   the  Union 
army  held  the  Lafayette  road  between 
Bragg  and  Chattanooga,  thus  defeat- 
ing Bragg's   plan  of  battle  for  the 
day.*    The  Confederate  line  extended 
from  Jay's  Mill  to  Hall's  Ford,  while 
the  Union  line  had  been  brought  back 
nearer  to  the  Lafayette  road  which 
was  the  axis  and  the  objective  of  the 
battle.  The  Confederate  line  extended 
far  beyond  the  Union  left,  overlap- 
ping the  left  by  four  brigades  of  cav- 
alry,  two   fighting  dismounted,   and 
two  brigades  of  infantry  and  the  right 
by  two  brigades  of  infantry.     Count- 
ing   Longstreet's    second    and    third 
lines  and  Law's  and  Kershaw's  di- 
visions at  the  centre,  the  Confederates 
had  15  brigades  in  reserve,  while  the 
Union  army  had  5.     Counting  by  di- 
■vdsions  from  left  to  right  the  Union 
line  was  formed  as  follows:     Baird, 
Johnson,  Palmer  and  Reynolds  east 
of  the  Lafayette  road;  Brannan,  Neg- 
ley,    Davis,    Sheridan    and    Wilder 's 
mounted    brigade    west    of    it,    with 
Wood  and  Van  Cleve  in  reserve.  From 
right  to  left  the  Confederate  line  was 
formed  thus:  Pegram  and  Armstrong, 
of    Forrest's    cavalry,    Breckinridge, 
Cleburne,  Stewart,  Bushrod  R.  John- 
son, Hindman,  Preston,  with  Walker, 
Liddell,  Cheatham,  Law  and  Kershaw 
in  reserve. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  84-90.  Regarding  Cleburne's  attack  see  the 
versions  in  Official  Records,  vol.  x.xx.,  pt.  i.,  p. 
250,  and  pt.  ii.,  p.  .32. 
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Bragg   had   intended   to   begin   the 
battle  at  daybreak  of  the  20th.    Polk 
was  to  assault  at  early  dawn  and  the 
attack  was  to  be  taken  up  in  rapid 
succession  to  the  left  of  the  Confed- 
erate line.    Dawn  came,  however,  and 
the  sun  had  risen  far ;  yet  there  was 
no  sign  of  a  movement  by  Polk.    The 
latter  had  immediately  issued  his  or- 
ders to  Hill,  Cheatham,  and  Walker, 
the  first  being  ordered  to  attack  at 
daylight,  while  Cheatham  was  to  make 
a  simultaneous  attack  on  Hill's  left, 
Walker's  corps  being  held  in  reserve. 
Hill's  orders,  however,  did  not  reach 
him  until  sunrise,  which  accounts  for 
his  failure  to  attack  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed.    It  was  9  :30  before  Hill  re- 
ported his  corps  ready,  and  after  the 
order  to  advance  was  given,  further 
delay  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  dur- 
ing the  night  Longstreet  had  pushed 
A.  P.  Stewart's  division  in  front  of 
Cheatham,  making  it  impossible  for 
the  latter  to  move  forward.*    Finally, 
however,  Breckinridge's  division  was 
thrown  against  Baird's  brigade,  but 
the  attack  was  repulsed.     The  other 
two  brigades  swung  around  and  fell 
on  the  Union  rear,  but  were  driven 
back  after  sharp  fighting.     Cleburne 
and  Stewart  assaulted  in  succession 
and  were  both  repulsed.  At  11  o'clock 
Negley,    in    the    rear    of    Brotherton 
House,  had  been  replaced  by  Thomas 
J.  Wood  from  the  reserve  and  sent 
to  the  left.     Brannan,  on  the  left  of 
Wood,  had  also  been  ordered  to  the 


*  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii. 
pp    90-92. 


left,  but  as  the  Confederates  were 
going  toward  his  front  he  did  not 
move.  Supposing  that  he  had  gone 
further  Wood  was  directed  to  close 
on  Reynolds',  the  next  division  to 
Brannan 's  left,  and  this  movement 
was  promptly  undertaken.  This  left 
a  wide  gap  in  the  Union  forces. 

Just  as  this  change  was  occurring, 
Longstreet  with  three  divisions.  Bush- 
rod  Johnson  in  the  front  line.  Law  in 
the  second,  and  Kershaw  in  the  third, 
were  moving  toward  Wood's  position. 
Therefore  the  divisions  of  Davis  and 
Sheridan  to  the  right  of  the  gap  were 
rushed  forward  but  failed  to  close  the 
line,  and  being  sharply  attacked  in 
front  and  on  both  flanks  by  the  troops 
under   Johnson    and    Hindman   were 
driven  from  the  field  in  great  confu- 
sion.   At  this  moment  Rosecrans  was 
in  the  rear  of  Davis'  right  waiting  to 
see  McCook's  corps  close  to  the  left. 
He  went  to  the  extreme  right  to  bring 
Sheridan   forward,   Init   met  the    re- 
treating troops  and  was  compelled  to 
accompany  them.   McCook  was  swept 
away ;  Crittenden,  unable  to  check  the 
rout,  was  following  Negley  who,  hav- 
ing been  put  in   charge  of  a  great 
quantity  of  artillery,  had  started  for 
Rossville  taking  his  guns  with  him; 
and  even  Sheridan,  unable  to  hold  his 
division  together,  was  moving  to  the 
rear.    Brannan 's  division,  the  first  on 
the   left   of   the  break,   swung   back 
nearly  at  right  angles  and  took  posi- 
tion at  Snodgrass  Hill,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  the  rear  of  which  also  rallied 
other  portions  of  the  Union  army  that 
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had  been    scattered   or   broken.     At 
noon     Forrest's     cavalry     opposite 
Cloud's    had    crossed   the    Lafayette 
road  and  captured  the  hold  hospitals 
of  the  Union  left  wing.    Fearing  that 
the  whole  army  was  vanquished  Rose- 
crans,  carried  away  in  the  crowd  of 
fugitives,  rod^  to  Chattanooga  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  measures  to  defend 
the  city.     At  5  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon he  telegraphed  Halleck  that  the 
army  had  met  with  a  serious  disaster 
and   had   been    overwhelmed   by   the 
enemy.*       Charles     A.     Dana     tele- 
graphed also:     "  Chickamauga  is  as 
fatal  a  name  in  our  history  as  Bull 
Run."t     In  this  they  were  partially 
mistaken,  however,  for  the  Confeder- 
ates still  had  to  reckon  with  George 
H.  Thomas. 

The  four  divisions  of  Baird,  John- 
son, Palmer  and  Reynolds  maintained 
their  lines  around  the  Kelly  field.  At 
1  o'clock  General  Thomas  had  formed 
parts  of  Brannan's,  Wood's  and  Neg- 
ley's  divisions  from  various  frag- 
ments on  Snodgrass  Hill.  Negley  had 
left  at  noon  with  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  40  guns,  so  that  Thomas 
found  himself  with  only  one  battery. 
xVt  4:30  the  hill  was  assaulted  by  five 
brigades,  that  of  Fulton  overlapping 
Brannan's  right  and  gaining  the  val- 
ley in  his  rear.  At  this  juncture  Gor- 
don Granger  arrived  from  McAfee's 
Church  with  the  brigades  of  Whit- 
aker  and  Mitchell  and  Steedman's  di- 
vision and,  promptly  attacking,  drove 


♦  Offirial  Records,  vol.  xxx.,  pt.  i..  p.  142. 
t  Ibid,  pt.  i.,  pp.  192-103. 


the    Confederate   force   back    over   a 
ridge  which  it  had  just  crossed,  and 
extended   Thomas'   line   a   half   mile 
along  the  crest.  Almost  simultaneously 
VanDerveer's  brigade  arrived  after 
a  successful  charge  on  Breckinridge 
in   the   Kelly  field  and   strengthened 
Brannan's  line.    Long-street's  assault 
continued  with  little  intermission  un- 
til sundown.     Finally  11  Confederate 
brigades  were  participating  in  the  at- 
tack on  Snodgrass.     For  its  defence 
Thomas  at  the  last  had  five  full  bri- 
gades   and    about    one-half    of    two 
others.    After  1  o'clock  there  was  lit- 
tle fighting  on  the  Kelly  field  line,  al- 
though Bragg  had  ordered  a  general 
attack  for  3  o'clock  which,  however, 
was  not  delivered  until  sundown.    At 
3    o'clock    Longstreet    sent    back    to 
Bragg   for   reinforcements   from   the 
right   wing,   but   was   informed   that 
this  wing  had  been  so  badly  defeated 
that  it  could  be  of  no  service  to  him. 
Longstreet  began  his  attack  at  4:30 
aiid  continued  it  until  6  o'clock.    The 
Confederates  gained  a  saUent  of  the 
Union  line  and  held  it  for  a  hour  at 
an  enormous  loss,  but  were  finally  dis- 
lodged from  their  position  by  Gen- 
eral Charles  H.  Grosvenor's  regiment. 
It  is  a  question  whether  Thomas  might 
have  held  his  position  permanently, 
but  he  was  not  free   to  choose   his 
course   of  action.     At  3:45   General 
James  A.  Garfield,  Rosccrans'  chief 
of  staff,  borne  away  from  the  battle- 
field with  the  tide,  had  obtained  per- 
mission from  Rosecrans  to  turn  back. 
He  made  his  way  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
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tion  and  shortly  after  his  arrival  on 
the  held  Rosecrans  directed  Thomas 
to  take  a  strong  position  with  Critten- 
den and  McCook  at  Rossville  and  to 
send  the  unorganized  forces  to  Chat- 
tanooga for  reinforcements.  Accord- 
ingly at  5 :30  Thomas  began  withdraw- 


without  disorganization  and  followed 
the  rest  of  the  left  wdng  through  Mc- 
Farland's  Gap  to  Rossville.  At  7 
o'clock  the  troops  at  Snodgrass  Hill 
began  to  retire  from  left  to  right, 
Steedman's  withdrawing  at  6  o'clock. 
An    hour    later,    passing    over    the 


ing  his  army.  The  four  divisions  on 
the  Kelly  field  retired  in  succession 
from  right  to  left.  Reynolds  and 
Palmer  were  not  attacked  but  the  Con- 
federate assault  which  Bragg  had  or- 
dered to  be  delivered  at  3  o'clock  was 
begun  just  as  Johnson  and  Baird 
were  leaving  their  lines  and  some  cap- 
tures were  made,  though  both  reached 
the  forest  west  of  the  Lafayette  road 


ground  which  Steedman  had  occupied, 
Trigg  and  Kelly  captured  the  greater 
part  of  three  Union  regiments  which 
were  temporarily  attached  to  the  left 
of  his  line  and  which  by  mistake  had 
not  received  notice  of  the  withdrawal. 
The  last  volley  of  the  battle  was  fired 
by  VanDerveer's  troops  at  those  un- 
der Kelly  and  Trigg  which,  after  cap- 
turing the  three  regiments,  had  at- 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  CHICKAMAUGA. 


tempted  to  move  on  VanDerveer's  po- 
sition. Davis'  division  wliich  had 
been  cut  off  at  noon  readied  a  point 
near  General  Thomas'  right  at  sun- 
down. Sheridan,  who  had  continued 
to  Rossville,  marched  toward  the  field 
from  that  point,  reaching  Cloud's  an 
hour  after  sundown.  Both  of  these 
companies  acting  as  supports  for  the 
flanks  while  the  troops  were  being 
withdrawn,  Thomas  retired  the 
army  without  molestation  through 
McFarland's  Gap  to  Rossville  and 
during  the  night  placed  it  in  a  strong 
position  in  the  gap  at  Rossville  along 
the  adjacent  crests  of  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  crossed  the  valley  to  Look- 
out Mountain,  thus  being  firmly  es- 
tablished between  Bragg  and  Chat- 
tanooga. Throughout  the  next  day 
he  held  this  line,  but  at  night  with- 
drew toward  Chattanooga.* 
The  numbers  engaged  in  the  battle 


*  Jacob  D.  Cox,  The  Chickamauga  Crisis,  in 
Scribncr's  Magazine,  vol.  xx\'iii.,  pp.  326-339; 
Archibald  Gracie,  The  Truth  about  Chickamauga 
(1911)';  Cist,  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pp. 
173-229;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  638- 
671;  J.  W.  DuBose,  General  Joseph  Wheeler  and 
the  Army  of  Tennessee  (1912);  Wheeler,  Cam- 
paigns of  Wheeler  and  IJis  Cavalry  (1899); 
Wyeth,  Life  of  N.  B.  Forrest  (1899);  Mathes, 
General  Forrest  (1902);  Longstreet,  From  Ma- 
nassas to  A.ppomattox  (1896) ;  W.  M.  Polk,  Leoni- 
das  Polk,  Bishop  and  General  (1893)  ;  Sheridan's 
Memoirs;  Burr  and  Hinton,  Little  Phil  and  His 
Troopers  (1888)  ;  H.  E.  Davies,  General  Sheridan 
(189.5)  :  biographies  of  Thomas  by  Henry  Coppee, 
Van  Home,  Richard  W.  Johnson,  John  W.  De- 
Peyster  and  Donn  Piatt,  and  of  James  A.  Gar- 
field by  J.  M.  Bundy,  R.  H.  Conwell,  Riddle,  and 
George  F.  Hoar:  Confederate  Military  History, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  204-208;  vol.  v.,  pp.  277-290;  vol. 
vi.,  pp.  241-263;  vol.  vii.,  pp.  170-174;  vol.  viii., 
pp.  90-112;  vol.  ix.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  174-181;  vol.  x., 
pt.  i.,  pp.  183-188;  vol.  xi.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  174-179. 


of  Chickamauga   are  variously  esti- 
mated.   According  to  Dawes,  the  Con- 
federate    army    was     71,551,     while 
Longstreet    states    the    Confederate 
force  at  59,242.     The  Union  force  is 
given    as    59,965,*    while    Longstreet 
states  it  to  have  bemi  60,867. t    Rose- 
crans  certainly  crossed  the  Tennessee 
with  an  effective  force  of  a  little  more 
than  60,000.    As  two  brigades  and  an 
additional    regiment    were    detached, 
a  maximum  figure  before  his  force  at 
the  opening  of  the  battle  would  be 
55,000.     It  is   still   more   difficult  to 
approximate  Bragg 's  force.     A  week 
after   the   battle  he   reported   38,846 
effectives  and  his  loss  to  have  been 
18,000,  which  would  make  his  force  in 
action  56,846.     Writing  to  President 
Davis   September  14,   1863,   General 
Lee  states  that  his  force  five  days  be- 
fore the  battle  was  76,219.     Hence  it 
would  seem  that  even  considering  that 
some  of  Longstreet 's  troops  did  not 
reach  the  scene  of  action,  Bragg  must 
have  had  nearly  70,000  troops.     The 
losses  on  both  sides  were  frightful, 
the  Union  loss  being  reported  as  1,- 
656  killed,  9,749  wounded  and  4,774 
captured  or  missing,  a  total  of  16,179, 
while   the   Confederate   loss   was   re- 
ported as  2,389  killed,  13,412  wounded 
and  2,003  captured  or  missing,  a  total 
of  17,804.t 

At  the  close  of  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga the  Union  army  occupied  Chat- 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  p.  673. 

t  From  Manassas  to  Appomattox,  p.  458. 

%  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  673,  675. 
See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
viii.,  pp.  106-107. 
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tanooga  on  the  night  of  the  21st  and 
the  morning  of  the  22d  and  innnedi- 
ately  began  to  fortify  it.    In  retiring 
to  Chattanooga  Rosecrans  did  not  con- 
sider it  practicable  or  expedient  to  re- 
tain   control    of    Lookout    Mountain 
which    covered    his    line    of    supplies 
from    Bridgeport,    so    withdrew    his 
forces  from  the  passes  of  that  moun- 
tain.   This  point  was  immediately  oc- 
cupied by  the  troops  under  Bragg  who 
also  sent  a  cavalry  force  across  the 
Tennessee  above  Chattanooga  which 
destroyed  a  large  wagon  train  in  the 
Sequatchie     Valley,     capturing     Mc- 
Minnville  and  other  points  on  the  rail- 
road.    Thus  the  Confederates  almost 
entirely  cut  off  Rosecrans'  army  from 
its  supplies.     Bragg 's  left  rested  on 
the    Tennessee    River    and    Lookout 
Mountain  below  the  city;  his  centre 
extended  across  the  plain  to  the  foot 
of  Missionary  Ridge;   his   right  was 
then  established  at  the  foot  of  the  ridge 
and  reaching  toward  the   Tennessee 
River  above.     Fortunately,  however, 
the  line  of  railroad  was  well  defended 
by  the  Union  troops.    Attacks  by  the 
Confederates  were  repulsed  by  Colo- 
nel   McCook    at    Anderson's    Cross 
Roads  on  October  2,  by  Mitchell  at 
Shelbyville  on  the  6th,  and  by  Crook 
at  Farmington  on  the  8th.    For  nearly 
a  month  the  siege  of  Chattanooga  con- 
tinued, Bragg  sealing  the  front  and 
both  flanks  of  the  place  against  any 
communication,   thereby  expecting  a 
speedy  evacuation  of  Chattanooga  be- 
cause of  lack  of  food  and  forage.    The 
operations   of  the   Confederate   cav- 


alry kept  Rosecrans  continually  dis- 
tressed. On  October  12  he  tele- 
graphed to  Lincoln  his  fear  of  starva- 
tion, but  Lincoln  told  him  to  hold  on, 
as  Sherman  and  Hooker  were  advanc- 
ing to  support  him.*  This  message, 
instead  of  cheering  Rosecrans,  seem- 
ingly depressed  him  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  paralyze  his  power  of  initiating 
further  plans  looking  toward  his  own 
relief  in  the  interval. 

On  October  17  Grant  was  directed 
to  go  to  Louisville  for  orders.    It  was 
the  Government's  intention  to  name 
him  for  the  chief  command   and  to 
leave  to  his  discretion  the  question  of 
retaining  Rosecrans  at   the  head   of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  or  of 
promoting  Thomas  to  his  place.  Stan- 
ton   hurried    west    to    consult    with 
Grant  and  the  two  decided  to  create 
a  military  division  of  the  Mississij^pi 
out  of  the  Departments  of  the  Ohio, 
the  Cumberland  and  the  Tennessee  — 
in   fact,    all    the    territory    from    the 
Alleghanies  to  the  Mississippi  north 
of  the  limits  of  Banks'  domain,  and 
over  this  new  department  Grant  was 
placed  in  control.    He  then  decided  to 
relieve  Rosecrans  without  delay  and 
the  next  day  telegraphed  to  Thomas 
to  assume  connnand  and  to  hold  Chat- 
tanooga at  all  hazards.     Grant  then 
proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  from 
Louisville,  arriving  at  Chattanooga  on 
the  night  of  October  23.    His  energy 
and  enterprise  revived  the  spirits  of 
the  officers  and  rank,  and  the  opera- 

•Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii. 
p.  116. 
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tions  gained  an  immense  impetus 
from  his  arrival;  moreover,  his  far- 
sighted  wisdom  in  i^lacing  Thomas 
in  command  was  soon  abundantly 
justified. 

On  arriving  at  Chattanooga  Grant 
found  that  plans  had  already  been 
made  to  open  a  short  route  for  sup- 
plies from  Bridgeport  and  that  the 
preliminary  steps  had  already  been 
taken.  After  consultation  with  the  chief 
engineer,  General  William  F.  Smith, 
Rosecrans  and  Smith  had  planned  to 
seize  Brown 's  Ferry  on  the  Tennessee 
at  the  northern  base  of  Moccasin 
Point,  while  Hooker,  crossing  at 
Bridgeport,  was  to  take  possession  of 
Lookout  Valley.  Should  this  be  suc- 
cessful the  Union  army  would  have 
the  advantage  of  river  transportation 
from  Bridgeport  to  Kelly's  Ferry, 
from  which  point  there  was  a  good 
wagon  road  to  Brown's  Ferry  and 
thence  to  Chattanooga.  Thomas  had 
already  ordered  Hooker  to  concen- 
trate at  Bridgeport  and  Smith  had 
prepared  the  pontoons  necessary  for 
bridging  the  river  at  Brown's  Ferry. 
The  morning  after  his  arrival  Grant 
made  a  reconnoissance  in  company 
with  Thomas  and  Smith,  satisfied 
himself  of  the  feasibility  of  the  un- 
dertaking, and  urged  its  prompt  exe- 
cution. Accordingly,  on  the  night  of 
October  26,  1,8U0  men  under  General 
Hazen  were  embarked  at  Chattanooga 
in  (JO  pontoons  in  which  they  floated 
down  the  Tennessee  with  the  current 
around  the  sharp  bend  of  the  river 
below  Lookout  Mountain,  unobserved 

Vol.  VIII  — 25 


by  three  miles  of  pickets,  until  they 
reached  Brown's  Ferry,  six  miles  up 
the  river  from  Chattanooga.  Land- 
ing at  two  points  they  seized  the 
pickets  and  obtained  possession  of 
the  spurs  near  the  river.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  force  under  Smith, 
which  had  marched  by  the  north  bank, 
was  ferried  over  before  daylight, 
strengthening  the  party  under  Hazen. 
By  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  pon- 
toon bridge,  900  feet  long,  was  com- 
pleted; the  points  occupied  were  well 
intrenched;  the  artillery  was  put  in 
position  so  as  to  command  the  main 
road  from  Chattanooga  Valley  to 
Lookout  Valley;  and  the  Confeder- 
ates between  Lookout  and  Shell 
Mound,  finding  themselves  in  a  crit- 
ical position,  hastily  retreated  behind 
the  creek.  On  October  26  Hooker 
crossed  the  Tennessee  and  occupied 
Lookout  Valley,  Geary  with  six  regi 
ments  of  his  division  holding  the  ad- 
vance at  Wauhatchie  Station  while 
Palmer,  following  in  Hooker's  rear, 
formed  a  strong  moving  base  for  that 
general's  operations.  Chagrined  at 
the  success  of  the  expedition  under 
Smith,  Jenkins'  (Hood's)  division  and 
six  regiments  of  Longstreet's  corps, 
supported  by  Law's  division,  attacked 
Geary  on  the  night  of  the  28th  and 
the  morning  of  the  29th  in  a  desperate 
effort  to  cut  off  and  cajjture  Geary. 
Schurz's  division  coming  to  Geary's 
support,  Longstreet's  troops,  aftei' 
three  hours  of  fighting,  withdi-ew  to 
the  east  side  of  Lookout,  and  the  Wau 
hatchie  or  Lookout  Valley  remained 
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thereafter  in  Union  control.  The 
Union  loss  in  these  operations  from 
the  27th  to  the  29th  was  reported  as  76 
killed,  339  wounded  and  22  missing. 
After  these  movements  abundant  sup- 
plies were  able  to  reach  Chattanooga 
by  the  river  and  by  short  wagon  haul 
from  Brown's  Ferry.* 

At  this  time  Bragg  executed  a  most 
injudicious  movement.  The  Confed- 
erate corps  commanders  had  made  no 
secret  of  their  lack  of  confidence  in 
Bragg  and  on  October  9  Jefferson 
Davis  paid  a  visit  to  the  army  in  an 
attempt  to  patch  up  the  quarrels,  but 
failed  in  this  undertaking.  Accord- 
ingly, to  remove  one  element  of  dis- 
cord, he  suggested  that  Longstreet's 
corps  be  detached  to  capture  or  de- 
stroy Burnside's  army  at  Knoxville.t 
Longstreet,  however,  did  not  start  im- 
mediately upon  Davis'  visit,  but  after 
Longstreet's  defeat  in  the  night  bat- 
tle of  Wauhatchie,  Bragg,  convinced 
that  his  grip  on  the  army  at  Chatta- 
nooga was  loosening,  determined  to 
send  an  expedition  against  Burnside. 
Accordingly  on  November  3,  1863, 
Longstreet  was  ordered  to  march  and 
the  next  day  took  his  departure  from 
Tjaier's  Station.  When  Grant  learned 
that  Longstreet  had  gone  he  deter- 
mined to  attack  the  Confederates  and 
on  November  7  directed  Thomas  to 
make  a  demonstration  on  the  enemy's 
right  wing  on  the  northern  extremity 
of  Missionary  Ridge  for  the  purpose 

*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  122-127. 

t  Pollard,  The  Lost  Cause,  p.  4.56;  Grant,  Per- 
sonal Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  8.5. 


of  drawing  Longstreet  back.  Thomas, 
however,  was  convinced  that  such  a 
movement  would  result  in  a  terrible 
defeat,  and  he  and  Smith  persuaded 
Grant  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
take  the  offensive  until  Sherman's 
arrival.* 

Sherman  was  coming  along  as  fast 
as  possible.  He  had  been  engaged  in 
opening  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Eailroad  eastward  toward 
Huntsville  with  the  design  of  effecting 
a  communication  with  Chattanooga. 
He  was  employed  on  this  task  work- 
ing resolutely  in  the  face  of  the  enemy 
eastwardly  from  Corinth  through 
luka ;  but  when  Grant  took  command 
Sherman  was  ordered  east.f  Accord- 
ingly, Sherman  abandoned  his  work 
on  the  railroad,  crossed  the  Tennessee 
at  Eastport,  moved  by  the  north  bank 
to  Stevenson  and  on  the  night  of  the 
15th  rode  into  Chattanooga,  his  army 
being  close  behind  him.  Grant  had 
already  matured  his  plan  of  battle, 
and  at  the  earliest  moment  after  Sher- 
man's arrival  put  it  into  execution. 
At  the  opening  of  the  battle  Bragg 's 
lines  lay  as  has  already  been  de- 
scribed. Hooker  with  Geary's  divi- 
sion and  Cruft's  from  the  4th  corps  of 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  occupied 
Lookout  Valley;  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  and  the  11th  corps  were 
in  lines  about  Chattanooga ;  and  Sher- 
man having  crossed  at  Brown's  Ferry 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  29;  Bat- 
tles and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  p.  716;  Kicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  129-130. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  17,  pt.  ii., 
p.  571;  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  i.,  p.  357. 


From  the  original  Brady  ne;:ativei!. 

1.  VIEW  OF  CH.4TTAN00GA,  LOOKOUT  MOUNTAIN  IN  THE  DISTANCE. 
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with  three  divisious  was  concealed 
behind  tke  hills  above  Chattanooga 
and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
Grant's  whole  force  on  the  firing  line 
was  about  G0,000,  while  the  Confeder- 
ates numbered  less  than  40,000,  though 
the  positions  they  occupied  gave  thorn 
great  advantage.     Grant  planned  that 


right;  then,  sweeping  south  together, 
they  were  to  clear  the  ridge  and  the 
valley.  At  the  same  time  Grant  sent 
to  Burnside  a  note  explaining  his  pur- 
pose and  urging  him  to  occupy  Long- 
street  at  various  points  and  to  draw 
him  farther  and  farther  away  from 
Bragg,  only  taking  care  to  hold  Knox- 
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Plooker  should  hold  Lookout  Valley 
against  Bragg 's  left.  Sherman  was 
to  cross  the  Tennessee  opposite  the 
north  end  of  Missionary  Ridge  and 
carry  it  to  the  railroad  tunnel  about 
half  a  mile  south  of  its  northern  end. 
Being  astride  of  this  ridge  Sherman 
was  then  to  move  south,  while  Thomas 
\\ith  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was 
to   connect  its   left  with  Sherman's 


ville  at  all  hazards.  If  besieged  there 
by  Longstreet,  Grant  expected  ere 
long  to  afford  him  relief  by  beating 
and  dispersing  Bragg 's  army,  which 
would  compel  Longstreet  to  retreat 
into  ^'irginia.  As  the  engagement 
progressed,  however,  the  Sherman- 
Thomas  cooperative  movement  was 
changed  by  unexpected  developments.* 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  33. 
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All  his  arrangements  having  been 
made,  Grant  at  noon  of  November  23 
directed  Thomas  to  ascertain  if  the 
Confederates  still  occupied  their  lines 
and  camps  between  the  city  and  Mis- 
sionary Ridge.  Accordingly,  Thomas 
paraded  five  divisions  in  full  view  of 
the  Confederate  positions  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  ridge,  500  feet  above  the 
Union  troops.  As  was  afterward 
ascertained,  this  movement  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  review  and  drill.  Wood 's 
division  was  in  the  centre,  Schurz's 
and  Steinwehr's  divisions  of  the  11th 
corps  were  on  the  left,  and  Sheridan's 
and  Baird's  on  the  right.  Suddenly 
at  1 :30  0  'clock  the  centre  advanced 
rapidly,  opened  briskly  on  the  Con- 
federate pickets,  drove  them  into 
their  rifle-pits,  and  by  3  o'clock  after 
a  sharp  contest  had  captured  Orchard 
Knob,  forced  the  abandonment  of 
the  entire  line  of  the  Confederates 
through  the  centre  of  the  plain,  re- 
versed the  works  at  and  near  the 
Knob  and  held  them.  This  was  the 
first  day's  battle.* 

Meanwhile  Sherman's  troops  had 
marched  fror^i  Bridgeport  by  way  of 
Whiteside,  crossed  the  river  at 
Brown's  Ferry,  moved  up  the  north 
bank  keeping  concealed  from  the 
enemy,  and  reached  a  point  not  far 
from  the  mouth  of  the  North  Chicka- 
mauga.  More  than  100  pontoon 
bridges  were  carried  overland  so  as 
to   insure  the  passage   of  the   river. 


The  site  selected  for  the  bridge  was 
just  below  the  South  Chickamauga 
which  afforded  advantages  for  posting 
the  artillery.  Sherman's  force  ar- 
rived on  November  23  and  at  2  o  'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  24th  three  of 
liis  four  divisions  marched  to  the 
North  Chickamauga.  There  the  pon- 
toon boats  were  filled  with  soldiers. 
Moated  down  the  creek  to  the  river,  and 
thence  to  the  opposite  shore.  By  day- 
light of  the  24th,  8,000  of  his  troops 
had  been  ferried  across  and  were  in 
line  fronting  Missionary  Ridge,  two 
miles  from  it  and  opposite  its  north- 
ern extremity,  which  point  was  not 
occupied  by  the  Confederates  until 
2:30  in  the  afternoon.  By  noon  of 
that  day  two  bridges  had  been  com- 
])]eted  to  furnish  a  route  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  army,  which  crossed 
and  gained  and  held  "the  whole  of 
the  northern  extremity  of  Missionary 
Ridge  to  near  the  railroad  tunnel."* 
At  2 :30  p.  M.  Cleburne 's  division  ar- 
rived at  the  north  point  of  the  ridge 
and  intrenched. 

General  Thomas,  having  obtained 
Grant's  permission  to  mate  a  demon- 
stration against  the  Confederate  posi- 
tion at  Lookout,  Hooker  made  ready 
to  move  at  an  early  hour  on  the  24th. 
The  Confederates  held  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  which  was  a  narrow  plateau 
1,700  feet  above  the  valley  protected 
by  perpendicular  palisades  varying 
from  75  to  250  feet  high.     From  the 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  32;  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  lAfe  of  lAncoJn,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  133- 
138. 


t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  33.  See 
also  Siierraan's  report  in  ibid,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  ii.,  p. 
573. 
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foot  of  these  wails  of  rock  the  moun- 
tain slo])ed  westward  to  Hool^er's 
position  in  Lool^ont  Valley,  and  east- 
ward to  the  plain  south  of  Chatta- 
nooga, while  its  north  slope  descended 
to  the  Tennessee  River  opposite 
Moccasin  Point.  It  was  approxi- 
mately a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
foot  of  the  palisades  to  the  valley, 
and  it  was  on  these  slopes  that  the 
battle  took  jilace.  On  the  morning  of 
the  24th Brown's  and  Pettus' brigades 
of  Stevenson's  Confederate  division, 
with  a  battery  of  four  Napoleons,  oc- 
cupied the  summit,  while  Walthall's 
brigade  of  Cheatham's  division  held 
the  western  slope  and  Moore's  bri- 
gade of  the  same  division  lay  on  the 
northern  slope.  Hooker's  forces  con- 
sisted of. three  brigades  of  Geary's  di- 
vision of  the  12tli  corps,  two  brigades 
of  Cruft's  division  of  the  4th  corjis, 
and  two  brigades  of  Osterhaus'  divi- 
sion of  Sherman's  army,  the  latter  di- 
vision having  been  prevented  from 
following  Sherman  over  the  river 
by  the  breaking  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
at  Brown's  Ferry.  Hooker's  aggre- 
gate strength  was  a  little  over  9,000. 
AValthall's  brigade,  which  sustained 
almost  the  entire  attack  until  the  west- 
ern and  northern  slope  had  been  car- 
ried, did  not  number  more  than  1,700, 
while  250  men  of  Moore's  brigade 
were  on  picket  duty  and  nearly  all 
of  them  were  captured  early  in  the 
engagement. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  ihe 
head  of  Hooker's  column  crossed 
Lookout  Creek  at  Light's  Mill  near 


Wauhatchie,  and  under  cover  of  a 
dense  fog  which  hung  over  the  moun- 
tain marched  directly  up  the  western 
slope  until  the  head  of  the  line 
reached  the  base  of  the  palisades. 
The  line  was  then  faced  toward  the 
north  point  of  the  mountain  about  two 
miles  distant.  After  advancing  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  with  Geary's  bri- 
gades (Cobham's,  Ireland's  and 
Candy's)  in  advance  and  Whi taker's 
of  Cruft's  division  in  reserve,  the 
troops  struck  the  left  flank  of  Walt- 
hall's line,  carried  it,  and  drove  the 
Confederates  around  the  north  point 
of  the  mountain  and  across  its  north- 
ern slope.  As  Geary's  attack  opened, 
Grose  of  Cruft's  division  and  Wood 
and  Williamson  of  Osterhaus'  suc- 
cessively joined  the  left  of  the  lines, 
and  with  a  swinging  movement  ad- 
vanced on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain. 
Until  the  northern  slope  had  been  car- 
ried to  the  Craven  Hou'se,  Walthall 
had  no  assistance,  but  as  he  was  being 
pushed  back  from  this  place  Moore 
advanced,  though  with  little  effect,  as 
he  was  immediately  repulsed.  At  1 
o'clock  Pettus  arrived  and  relieved 
Walthall  after  he  had  withdrawn 
about  4U0  yards  from  the  Craven 
House,  thus  enabling  Walthall  to  re- 
form, procure  ammunition  and  take 
his  place  on  the  line  again.  This  posi- 
tion was  held  until  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning  when,  the  troops  and  sup- 
plies from  the  top  having  been  with- 
drawn and  safely  started  across 
the  plain  for  ^lissionary  Eidge,  this 
final   line   was   also   retired   and   the 
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mountain  abandoned.  The  troops  on 
the  summit,  because  of  the  fog,  could 
do  little  damage  to  the  Union  lines. 
Hooker  was  materially  assisted  by 
batteries  on  the  elevated  points  in 
Lookout  Valley  and  those  across  the 
river  at  Moccasin  Point  which  swept 
the  northern  slope.  The  next  morn- 
ing the  Union  forces  occupied  the 
summit.  Hooker's  loss  at  Lookout 
and  the  next  day  at  Missionary  Eidge 
amounted  to  81  killed  and  390  wounded 
while  the  Confederate  loss  was  21 
killed  and  177  wounded  besides  1,053 
missing  or  made  prisoners. 

The  capture  of  Lookout  Mountain 
decided  Bragg  to  withdraw  his  entire 
army  from  the  plain  to  the  crest  of 
Missionary  Eidge  though  heavy  picket 
forces  were  left  in  the  intrenchments 
at  the  base  of  the  ridge.  Accordingly, 
during  the  night  of  the  24th  and  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  25th  Bragg 
concentrated  his  army  at  Missionary 
Eidge  and  in  the  earthworks  at  its 
base.  His  new  line  extended  from 
Eossville  to  the  north  end  of 
the  ridge,  a  distance  of  eight  miles, 
the  divisions  from  Eossville  north- 
ward being  Stewart's,  Breckinridge's 
(Bates'),  Hindman's  (Patton  Ander- 
son's), Cheatham's,  Walker's,  Ste- 
venson's and  Cleburne's. 

The  morning  broke  clear  and  cold, 
the  fog  had  passed  away,  and  soon 
after  the  sun  had  risen  preparations 
were  made  for  beginning  operations. 
Shortly  after  7  a.  m.  the  battle  began 
with  an  assault  of  Sherman  upon  the 
north  end  of  the  ridge  held  by  Cle- 


burne, Sherman's  force  consisting  of 
his  own  divisions  of  Morgan  L.  Smith, 
Hugh  Ewing  and  John  E.  Smith,  with 
the  divisions  of  Jeff  C.  Davis  from 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and 
Schurz  and  Steinwehr  of  the  11th 
corps.  The  four  brigades  of  Corse, 
Matthies,  Eaum  and  Giles  A.  Smith 
reached  the  crest  at  different  times 
but  none  was  able  to  hold  his  place, 
though  Corse  and  Smith  kept  their 
grip  stubbornly  until  evening,  when 
all  were  driven  from  the  slopes.  The 
Union  troops  fought  persistently  and 
courageously,  but  Cleburne,  at  first 
alone  and  later  supported  by  Steven- 
son's division  and  a  part  of  Walker's, 
repelled  all  assaults.  The  last  one, 
about  3 :30  p.  m.,  was  especially 
serious. 

Grant  and  his  principal  officers 
were  waiting  at  Orchard  Knob  for 
news  of  such  decisive  success  from 
Sherman  as  to  justify  the  cooperating 
movement  on  the  part  of  Thomas,  and 
also  for  tidings  that  Hooker  had 
descended  from  the  slope  of  Lookout 
and  had  attacked  the  left  flank  of  the 
enemy  at  Eoss\dlle.  On  obser\'ing 
Sherman's  repulse  and  concluding 
that  Hooker  had  already  made  his 
way  to  Eoss\^lle,  Grant  ordered 
Thomas  to  advance  his  four  divisions 
at  the  centre  against  the  earthworks 
at  the  foot  of  the  ridge  as  a  diversion 
in  Sherman's  favor,  hoping  thereby 
to  cause  the  Confederates  to  ^\'itbdraw 
part  of  their  forces  from  Sherman's 
front.  From  left  to  I'ight  Thomas' 
divisions  were  those  of  .Baird,  Wood, 
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Sheridan  and  Johnson.  The  line  was 
two  and  a  half  miles  long,  faced  the 
ridge  at  distances  from  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  to  a  mile  from  it,  and  as 
formed  for  the  assault  consisted  of  11 
brigades  and  89  regiments,  the  forma- 
tion being  such  as  to  present  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  four  lines  deep. 
Opposed  to  this  column  were  13  bri- 
gades and  16  batteries.  At  a  signal 
of  six  cannon  shots  from  Orchard 
Knob  the  four  divisions  rushed  for 
the  earthworks  at  the  foot  of  the 
ridge.  The  cannonading  of  nearly 
100  guns  from  the  crest  was  terrific 
and  the  line  was  soon  under  riflenfire 
from  the  works  at  the  base,  but  the 
entire  line  of  rifle-pits  was  captured 
with  comparative  ease.  The  attack- 
ing of  these  earthworks  was  all  that 
the  troops  had  been  ordered  to  do,  but 
when  they  perceived  the  Confederates 
swarming  out  of  the  rifle-pits  and  flee- 
ing before  them  they  were  seized  with 
an  irresistible  impulse  to  mount  the 
heights  despite  the  storm  of  shot  and 
shell  which  rained  down  upon  them. 
Accordingly,  re-forming  in  the  earth- 
works, Baird's  division  on  the  left 
and  Johnson's  on  the  right  began  the 
storming  of  the  ridge  without  further 
orders.  The  long  lines  of  the  storm- 
ing party  moved  up  the  slopes  with 
few  cheeks ;  color  after  color  was 
planted  on  the  summits  and  in  an 
hour  three  miles  of  the  crest  had  been 
carried  and  37  guns  and  about  2,000 
prisoners  had  been  captured. 

Just  as  the  orders  were  given  for 
this  asisault  at  the  centre  Hooker,  who 


at  1  o'clock  had  descended  Lookout 
and  started  to  attack  the  south  end 
of  the  ridge  in  Rossville  Gap,  reached 
that  position.  He  at  once  sent  Oster- 
haus'  thvision  through  the  Gap  and 
turned  it  north  along  the  east  side  of 
Missionary  Ridge.  Cruft's  di\'ision 
assaulted  and  carried  the  south  end 
of  the  ridge  in  the  Gap,  while  Geary 
moved  along  the  western  base  of  the 
ridge  and  finally  ascended  to  the  crest, 
reaching  it  soon  after  the  right  of 
Thomas'  assault  had  occupied  it. 
Meanwhile,  after  Baird's  division  had 
reached  the  crest,  it  turned  northward 
and  became  hotly  engaged  with  Walt- 
hall's brigade  assisted  by  those  of 
Jackson  and  Moore  of  Cheatham's 
division,  but  darkness  ended  the  fight- 
ing. Walthall 's  stand  across  the  ridge 
had  made  it  possible  for  Cleburne's, 
Stevenson's,  Walker's  and  Cheat- 
ham's divisions  to  withdraw  in  order 
and  unmolested.  The  centre  and  left 
retreated  in  general  confusion.  Bate's 
division,  however,  soon  rallying  for  a 
stout  resistance  as  rear  guard.* 

So  great  a  success  could  not  be 
achieved  without  serious  loss.  In- 
cluding the  three  days'  battles  and  the 
pursuit  of  Bragg,  Grant's  losses  were 


*  Davis  says:  "  It  is  believed  tliat  if  the  troops 
who  yielded  te  the  assault  had  fought  with  the 
valor  which  they  had  displayed  on  previous  oc- 
casions, and  which  was  manifested  at  this  battle 
on  the  other  parts  of  the  line,  the  enemy  would 
have  been  repulsed  with  very  great  slaughter,  and 
our  country  would  have  escaped  the  misfortune, 
and  the  army  the  mortification,  of  the  first  defeat 
that  has  resulted  from  misconduct  by  the  troops." 
—  Pollard,  Third  Year  of  the  War,  p.  158. 


380 


THE  E^TGAGEMENT  AT  RINGGOLD  GAP. 


752  killed,  4,713  wounded  and  350  cap- 
tured or  missing,  a  total  of  5,815.* 
Bragg's  loss  was  361  killed,  2,180 
wounded  and  4,146  captured  or  miss- 
ing, a  total  of  6,687. t  Grant,  bow- 
ever,  reported  the  capture  of  6,142 
prisoners,  239  of  whom  were  commis- 
sioned officers.  Bragg  also  admits  a 
large  loss  of  prisoners  and  stragglers 
and  of  40  guns.  J 

Bragg  retreated  to  Dalton  in  the 
vicinity  of  Einggold  Gap.  To  inter- 
cept the  retreat  Thomas  on  the  morn- 
ing of  November  26  ordered  Hooker 
to  push  on  to  Graysville  and  directed 
Palmer,  commanding  the  15th  corps, 
to  report  to  Hooker  and  cooperate 
in  the  movement.  On  reaching  Pea 
Vine   Creek  Palmer  was  ordered  to 


•  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  711,  729. 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  p. 
155,  gives  the  loss  as  753  killed,  4,722  wounded 
and  34!)  captured  or  missing,  a  total  of  5,824. 

■f  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  p.  730;  Nicolay 
and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viil.,  p.  155. 

XOfficial  Records,  vol.  xxxi.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  30.  On 
the  battle  of  Chattanooga  see  Official  Records, 
vol.  XXX.,  and  xxxi.,  pts.  i.  and  ii. ;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  chap,  v.;  Grant's 
Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.;  Sherman's  Mctnoirs, 
vol.  i.;  Cist,  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  pp. 
230-262;  Sheridan's  Memoirs,  vol.  i. ;  Dodge,  .1 
Bird's  Eye  View  of  the  Civil  War;  Van  Home, 
History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland;  Long- 
street,  From  Manassas  to  Appomattox;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  G79-730;  James  H.  Wil- 
son, Under  the  Old  FUuj  (1012)  :  Butterfield,  Life 
of  Hooker;  Halloway,  Life  of  Howard;  biographies 
of  Thomas  by  Piatt,  DePeyster,  R.  W.  Johnson, 
Van  Home,  and  Coppee;  of  Sheridan  by  Davies; 
of  W.  r.  Smith  by  James  H.  Wilson ;  of  Grant  by 
J.  S.  C.  Abbott,  A.  W.  Alexander,  Badeau,  Coppee, 
Crafts,  Dana,  Garland,  Headley,  Howland,  Plielps, 
Larke,  Porter,  W.  C.  Church:  and  of  Sherman  by 
Bowman,  Johnson  and  Force;  Confederate  Mili- 
tary History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  268-271;  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
176-178;   vol.  viii.,  pp.   113-123. 


move    directly    on    Graysville,    while 
Hooker  with  the  divisions  of  Oster- 
haus,    Geary    and    Cruft    moved    on 
Einggold   to   strike  the   Confederate 
line  of  retreat  six  miles  farther  south. 
At  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  rear 
guard  of  the  Confederates  was  struck 
by  Palmer  and  three  guns  and  some 
prisoners    were    captured.      Palmer 
then  pushed  on  to  Graysville  whore  he 
captured  another  gun  and  some  more 
prisoners     and     bivouaced     for     the 
night.      Hooker  advanced  to  within 
six  miles  of  Ringgold  and  late  in  the 
night  snatched  a  short  slumber  near 
Palmer's  right.     Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th  Hooker  renewed  the 
pursuit  to  Ringgold,  Osterhaus'  divi- 
sion in  advance  capturing  many  pris- 
oners.    Early  on  the  morning  o.f  the 
27th  Cleburne  was  directed  by  Bragg 
to    hold   Ringgold    Gap   in   Taylor's 
Ridge  near  the  town  until  the  trains 
and    rear    of    the    retreating    troops 
could  get  beyond  pursuit.     Cleburne 
disposed  his  four  brigades  of  about 
4,200  men  on  the  ridge  on  each  side  of 
the  Gap  as  a  support.    In  about  half 
an  hour  Hooker  came  up  and  Wood's 
brigade   of  Osterhaus'  division  was 
ordered  to  make  an  assault.    Cleburne 
then   assumed  the   offensive  and  at- 
tacked Wood's  main  line  but  was  re- 
pulsed.    Meanwhile  Williamson's  bri- 
gade  had  effected  a  lodgment  on  a 
spur  of  Taylor's  Ridge  half  a  mile  to 
the  left  of  the  Gap  but  the  Confed- 
erates were  so  strongly  posted  that 
no     headway    could     be     made    and 
Creighton's  brigade  of  Geary's  divi- 
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sion  was  ordered  to  ascend  the  ridge 
still   further   to   the   right.      Having 
anticipated  this   movement   Clehurne 
still  fni-ther  extended  liis  right  and 
repulsed  Creighton's  brigade,  which 
in  falling  back  carried  part  of  Wil- 
liamson's   brigade    with   it.      While 
Creighton  was  preparing  to  make  an- 
other assault  he  was  killed  and  oper- 
ations in  that  part  of  the  field  were 
suspended.      Meanwhile   s/harp  work 
was  going  on  in  the  Gap  and  on  the 
line  on  either  side  of  it  without  any 
material  advantage  to  Hooker.     Be- 
tween 12  and  1  o'clock  Hooker's  artil- 
lery opened  a  furious  fire  upon  Cle- 
burne's   position    but    Cleburne    had 
already  decamped,  leaving  only  a  few 
skirmishers-  in  the  Gap.      Grant  ar- 
rived on  the  field  early  in  the  after- 
noon and  ordered  the  pursuit  to  be 
discontinued.       Later     in     the     day 
Grose 's  brigade  went  forward  but  en- 
countering the   Confederate  cavalry 
supported   by   infantry    returned    to 
Ringgold.     The  Union  loss  in  this  at- 
tack was  65  killed  and  377  wounded 
and    the    Confederate    loss    w^as    20 
killed,  190  wounded  and  11  miseing.* 
Meanwhile  Burnside  had  been  pro- 
ceeding slowly  eastward.     On  assum- 
ing command  of  the  Department  of 
the   West   Burnside   requested   rein- 
forcements and  two  divisions  of  the 
yth  corps  then  in  camp  at  Newport 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxi. ;  Van  Home,  His- 
tory of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  vol.  i.; 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  272- 
276.  The  Confederate  army  was  first  rallied  at 
Dalton  where  it  remained  until  the  opening  of  the 
.\thuita  campaign  in  the  spring  of  1864. 


News  were  sent  to  him.      With  the 
aid  of  these  he  was  able  to  do  some- 
thing    toward     checking     Pegram's 
movements  in  Kentucky,  but  his  force 
was  too  meagre  completely  to  repress 
the  enemy.     A?  we  have  seen,  a  move- 
ment into  east  Tennessee  had  been  ar- 
ranged in  which  Burnside,  Rosecrans 
and  Thomas  were  to  cooperate,  by  the 
terms  of  which  Burnside  proceeded 
to  Lexington  on  June  2  to  take  the 
field;  but  a  dispatch  from  Washing- 
ton received  that  day  required  him 
to   send  reinforcements  to   Grant  at 
Vicksburg,  an  order  which  deprived 
him  of  about  8,000  men  of  the  9th 
corps.    Nevertheless,  on  August  16,  the 
same  day  that  Rosecrans  crossed  the 
Cumberland  Mountains,  Burnside  left 
Camp  Nelson  in  Kentucky  and  started 
for  Lexington.     His  plan  was  to  make 
his  Avay  by  unfrequented  roads  and 
take   the    Confederates   by   surprise. 
Having    arranged    his    force,    about 
18,000  in  number,  to  march  in  three 
columns,  the  first  set  out  by  way  of 
Loudon  under  Burnside,  the  second, 
consisting  of  the  23d  army  corps  un- 
der General  Hartsuff,  by  way  of  Som- 
erset, and  the  third  under  General  J. 
White  by  way  of  Jamestown,  Ken- 
tucky.*     On  September  1  the  Union 
advance  under  Colonel  Foster  entered 
Knoxville,    followed    two    days    later 
by  General  Burnside  himself.     There 
a  large   amount   of  public  property 


*  On  tlie  importance  of  tlie  Confederates  hold- 
ing east  Tennessee  see  Woodbury,  Burnside  and 
the  9th  Army  Corps,  p.  303:  Pollard,  Second 
Year  of  the  War,  p,  204. 
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claimed  by  the  Confederate  authori- 
ties fell  into  Union  hands,  including 
2,000,000  pounds  of  salt,  large  quan- 
tities of  wheat,  locomotives,  ears,  etc. 

Just  before  leaving  Kentucky  Burn- 
side  ordered  Colonel  DeCourcy  with 
a  brigade  of  infantry  to  march  upon 
Cumberland  Gap  by  a  direct  route 
through  Loudon  and  Barboursville. 
On  September  4,  learning  that  Gen- 
eral John  W.  Frazer  with  a  brigade 
of  2,300  men  occupied  a  strong  posi- 
tion in  the  Gap,  Burnside  ordered 
General  Shackelford  with  a  cavalry 
brigade  to  approach  it  from  the  north 
and  cooperate  with  Colonel  DeCourcy. 
Shackelford  reached  the  south  end 
of  the  Gap  on  the  7th  and  communi- 
cated with  DeCourcy  who  had  arrived 
on  the  north  side  and  both  sent  a  sum- 
mons of  surrender  to  Frazer  who 
promptly  refused.  Meanwhile  Burn- 
side  had  set  out  on  the  7th  with  an- 
other body  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
arriving  within  four  miles  of  the  Gap 
on  the  9th  after  a  forced  march  of 
60  miles.  Being  thus  outnumbered, 
Frazer  decided  to  surrender  which 
he  did  on  the  morning  of  the  9th, 
more  than  2,000  men  with  12  guns  and 
a  large  supply  of  ammunition  being 
turned  over.  Cumberland  Gap  re- 
mained in  Union  possession  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

The  main  body  of  Burnside 's  army 
was  then  ordered  to  move  as  rajjidly 
as  possible  toward  Chattanooga  to 
connect  with  Eosecrans.*  Being  in 
poor  health  Burnside  wished  to  resign 


but  Lincoln  replied  that  such  a  course 
could  not  be  permitted  until  things 
were  a  little  more  settled  in  east  Ten- 
nessee.* Accordingly  he  at  once  jiut 
his  troops  in  motion  to  occupy  the 
different  points  necessary  to  guard 
his  line  of  advance,  the  Holston  Eiver, 
and  to  hold  the  gaps  of  the  North 
Carolina  mountains.  In  spite  of  the 
urgency  of  the  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington, however,  Burnside  made  no 
especial  haste  to  relieve  Eosecrans. 
Though  he  cheerfully  acquiesced  in 
the  orders  to  proceed  at  once  to  Eose- 
crans' assistance,  he  took  his  own 
time  about  it,  his  cavalry  scouring  the 
country  in  every  direction  and  skir- 
mishing as  far  as  Blountsville  in  the 
extreme  northeastenr  corner  of  the 
State.  After  Grant  assumed  charge 
of  the  movements  at  Chattanooga 
Burnside  was  being  continually  urged 
to  exert  every  energy  towai'd  securing 
a  victory,  but  before  he  could  do  any- 
thing Bragg,  as  we  have  seen,  had 
detached  Longstreet  for  an  expedition 
against  him. 

Longstreet  received  his  orders  on 
November  3  and  took  with  him  the 
di^dsions  of  McLaws  and  Hood,  two 
artillery  battalions  and  Wheeler's 
cavalry.  He  was  directed  to  move  as 
fast  as  possible  with  the  design  of 
capturing  or  destroying  Burnside.  At 
the  same  time  Major-General  W.  E. 
Jones  was  urged  to  press  Burnside 
in  east  Tennessee.!  Longstreet,  how- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxx.,  pt.  iii.,  pp.  617-638. 


•  Ibid,  p.  55. 

t  Badeau,  Military  History  of  Grant,  vol.  i.,  p. 
678. 
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ever,  moved  very  S'lowly  and  while  he 
was  on  his  way  Jones,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Knoxville,  made  a  spirited 
dash  with  2,500  cavalry  upon  one  of 
Burnside's  outposts  at  Eogersville, 
capturing  the  force  stationed  there, 
consisting  of  the  7th  Ohio  cavalry,  the 
2d  Tennessee  mounted  infantry  and 
a  battery  of  four  guns,  all  under  Col- 
onel Israel  Garrard.  The  Union  loss 
was  about  20  killed  and  wounded,  and 
650  men,  four  guns,  two  colors,  1,000 
horses  and  mules,  together  with  40 
wagons  and  ambulances.  The  Con- 
federate loss,  as  reported,  was  10 
killed  and  wounded. 

Longstreet    advanced    by   way    of 
Loudon  and  Letioir  and  on  November 
14  crossed  the  Temiessee  near  the  for- 
mer place.     Burnside  then  sent  a  dis- 
patch to  Grant  proposing  that  he  re- 
tire gradually  in  front  of  Longstreet 
so    as    to    draw    th(?    latter    farther 
and  farther  away  from  Chattanooga, 
thinking  that  thereby  he  could  better 
assist  Grant  in  his  campaign  against 
Bragg.     Accordingly  on  November  14 
Grant  telegraphed  him  to  hold  Long- 
street  in  cheek,  then  to  skirmish  and 
fall  back.      The  next  day  Grant  or- 
dered Burnside  to  hold  on  to  Knox- 
ville and  that  portion  of  the  valley 
depending   upon   it.*      Burnside   fol- 
lowed out  these  orders  to  the  letter. 
He  concluded  to  leave  one  brigade  at 
Kingston  and  retire  the  rest  of  his 
command  to  Knoxville  about  30  miles 
distant   where    he    had   prepared   to 
make  a  stand  behind  defensive  works. 


*  Ibid,  vol.  i.,  pp.  474-475. 


On   the   14th   he   skirmished  sharply 
with  Longstreet 's  advance  and  on  the 
15th  gradually  falUng  back  concen- 
trated    Hartranft's     and    Ferrero's 
divisions  of  the  9th  corps  and  AVhite's 
division  of  the  23d  corps  at  Lenoir. 
He  had  about  5,000  men.     Longstreet 
followed    and    attacked    during    the 
night,  but  was  repulsed.    Before  day- 
bi-eak  of  the  16th  Hartranft  with  his 
division  and  some  cavalry  was  sent  to 
secure  Campbell's  Station  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  roads  coming  from 
the   south.     Burnside   followed   with 
the  other  two  divisions,  artillery  and 
trains,  closely  pursued  by  Longstreet 
with  Hood's  division  commanded  by 
General   Micah   Jenkins,   with   whose 
advance   the  Union  rear  guard  had 
several  sharp  encounters.     McLaws' 
division  of  Longstreet 's  corps  took  a 
more  direct  road  to  the  left,  the  two 
roads  intersecting  about  a  mile  to  the 
south  of  Campbell's  Station,  15  miles 
south  of  Knoxville.  Hartranft  reached 
this  point  in  advance  of  McLaws  and, 
turning  west  on  the  Kingston  road, 
deployed  his  division  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  confront  McLaws  and  at 
the  same  time  cover  the  Lenoir  road 
along  which  the  trains  were  moving 
in  advance  of  the  infantry.     He  had 
just  swung  into  position   when  Mc- 
Laws made  his  attack  but  Hartranft 
held  on  until  Burnside  with  the  trains 
and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  had 
passed  and  the  troops  taken  position 
when  he  fell  back  and  formed  on  .the 
left  of  White's  division,  a  half  mile 
beyond  the  junction  of  the  two  roads. 
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Ferrero's  division  was  on  White's 
right  and  the  artillery  so  placed  as  to 
sweep  the  road  and  the  open  countrj^ 
in  front.  McLaws  formed  his  troops 
on  the  plain  but  Burnside's  artillery 
opened  so  viciously  on  him  that  a 
direct  attack  with  infantry  was 
deemed  impracticable,  whereupon  he 
opened  with  artillery.  Longstreet 
then  ordered  attacks  on  both  flanks 
of  Burnside's  line  which  were  re- 
pelled, but  liecause  of  his  superiority 
in  numbers  Longstreet  was  able  to 
move  around  the  flanks,  thus  compel- 
ling Burnside  to  fall  back  to  a  ridge 
nearly  a  mile  to  the  rear.  This  he 
did  under  a  heavj'  tire  and  closely 
pressed  on  all  sides.  At  4  o'clock 
Hood's  division  attacked  Burnside's 
left  but  was  repulsed;  McLaws  at- 
tacked the  right  and  was  thrown  back, 
too ;  whereupon  Longstreet  prepared 
for  a  general  assault  along  the  entire 
line  ;  but  before  the  preparations  were 
complete  darkness  came  on  and  the 
movement  was  postponed.  After  dark 
Burnside  resumed  his  march,  his  ad- 
vance reaching  Knoxville  at  daybreak 
on  the  morning  of  November  17.  Dur- 
ing the  day  Longstreet  warily  fol- 
lowed and  the  siege  of  Knoxville  be- 
gan. In  the  action  at  Campbell's  Sta- 
tion and  in  the  skirmishes  preceding, 
the  Union  loss  was  303  killed  and 
wounded  and  135  missing.  The  Con- 
federate loss  is  not  definitely  known.* 
Knox\^lle    was    now    invested    by 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxv. ;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iii.  pp.  732-7.S4;  Woodbury,  Burnside 
and  till   9th  Arm}/  Corps. 


Longsitreet,  though  the  investment 
was  never  made  complete,  the  line  of 
approaches  extending  only  half  the 
circuit  of  the  town  above  the  northern, 
western  and  southern  sides.  The 
town  had  been  thoroughly  fortified, 
the  line  of  defence  extending  from 
Holston  River  on  the  left,  a  double 
Une  of  works  fronting  west,  a  strong 
work  called  Fort  Sanders  on  the 
northwest  salient  and  a  line  from  that 
point  across  the  railroad  and  again 
to  the  right  as  far  as  the  river.  The 
south  side  of.  the  Holston  was  de- 
fended also  by  detached  works  con- 
nected with  the  town  by  a  pontoon 
bridge.  On  the  night  of  November  16, 
communication  with  Cumberland  Gap 
was  cut  and  by  the  night  of  the  18th 
the  siege  was  well  established.  Burn- 
side, however,  still  continued  to  hold 
partial  communication  with  the  coun- 
try outside,  and  although,  before  the 
siege  was  ended,  rations  had  become 
very  short  and  forage  so  scarce  that 
superfluous  animals  were  killed  and 
thrown  into  the  river  to  get  rid  of 
them,  the  garrison  was  never  driven 
to  extremities. 

Longstreet  and  his  men  seemed  to 
be  confident  of  quickly  starving  out 
Burnside  and  compelling  a  surrender, 
but  in  consequence  of  Grant's  success 
at  Chattanooga,  Longstreet 's  position 
became  exceedingly  critical  and  as 
he  was  loath  to  leave  Knoxville  in 
possession  of  the  Union  troops  he  re- 
solved to  make  a  final  effort  to  carry 
the  works  by  assault.  Accordingly 
on  the  night  of  the  :28th  he  advanced 
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Liis  sharpshooters  to  within  rifle  range 
of  the  Union  defences  and  prepared 
a  heavy  column  to  attack  Fort  San- 
ders. Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
;29th  the  assaulting  party  of  three  bri- 
gades approached  to  within  100  yards 
of  the  fort  unharmed.     Meanwhile  the 


momentarily  confused,  but  the  heavy 
mass  behind  them  pushed  resolutely 
forward  and  some  gained  the  ditch 
and  the  parapet.  The  Union  guns, 
which  up  to  this  time  had  remained 
silent,  then  opened  on  the  Confed- 
erate  troops   with  triple   charges   of 
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Union  officers  had  captured  some  Con- 
federate pickets  and  learned  of  Long- 
street's  intentions.  Accordingly  they 
placed  an  abatis  and  entanglements  of 
wire  in  front  of  the  fort.  At  dawn 
of  the  29th  Longstreet  began  a  furi- 
ous artillery  fire  and  about  half  an 
hour  later  the  Confederate  column 
charged  on  the  bastion.  On  reaching 
the  abatis  the   Confederates  became 


canister.  Tlie  infantry  also  started 
shooting  down  the  defenceless  Con- 
federates in  the  ditch.  Hour  after 
hour  the  attack  and  the  stubborn  re- 
sistance were  maintained  until  the 
ditch  was  piled  with  the  dead  and 
the  dying,  but  finally  the  Confedei'ate 
troops  were  compelled  to  mthdraw. 
In  this  assault  Longstreet  lost  1,000 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  while 
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Burnside  lost  only  13  killed  and 
wounded.  Immediately  after  the  re- 
pulse Longstreet  received  a  dispatch 
from  Da\ds  announcing  the  disaster 
at  Chattanooga  and  as  his  position 
was  becoming  increasingly  perilous 
by  the  advance  of  Sherman  who, 
after  Bragg 's  defeat,  had  been  sent 
to  Burnside 's  relief,  he  determined 
to  get  into  communication  with 
Bragg.  As  Sherman's  advance,  how- 
ever, prevented  a  junction  with 
Bragg  Longstreet  issued  orders  to 
recall  his  trains  and  on  the  night  of 
December  4  passed  around  the  north 
side  of  Knoxville  and  took  up  his 
line  of  march  to  the  Holstou.  On 
the  same  day  Sherman's  advance 
guard  reached  Knoxville.  Grant's 
orders  were  imperative   that  Long- 


street  should  be  followed  and  accord- 
ingly the  9th  corps  under  General 
Parke  set  out  in  pursuit  on  Decem- 
ber 7.  Feeling  that  his  work  was 
done  Burnside  at  his  own  request  was 
relieved  from  further  duty  and  on 
December  11  formally  transferred  the 
command  to  General  J.  G.  Foster. 
The  force  under  Parke  was  quite  in- 
sufficient to  cope  with  Longstreet  who 
moved  to  the  south  side  of  the  Holston 
where  during  the  winter  he  continued 
to  annoy  and  harass  the  Union  troops 
in  Tennessee.  In  the  spring  he  joined 
Lee  for  the  campaign  of  1864.  Sher- 
man, having  left  Granger  and  his  men 
at  Knox\'illc,  returned  with  the  rest 
of  his  command  to  Chattanooga,  and 
thus  the  important  campaign  was 
ended.* 
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The  opposition  to  the  Administra- 
tion in  the  North  could  not  content 
itself  merely  with  an  open  show  of 
resistance,  but  soon  took  to  secret 
measures  to  avoid  the  restraints  of 
justice  and  the  sharp  measures  of  the 
military  administration.  Secret  asso- 
ciations were  formed  throughout  the 
country    to    embarrass    the    Govern- 


ment, to  communicate  information  to 
the  Confederates,  and,  in  many  cases, 
to  inflict  serious  damage  on  the  lives 
and  property  of  Unionists.     The  or- 


*  Woodbury,  Burnside  and  the  9th  Army  Corps, 
pp.  327-351;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln, 
vol.  viii.,  pp.  158-188 ;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  731-752;  Confederate  Military  History, 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  264-267;  vol.  vii.,  pp.  174-176;  voL 
viii.,  pp.  123-124. 
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ganizations  took  various  names,  such 
as  "Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle," 
"  Order  of  American  Knights,"  "  Or- 
der of  the  Star,"  "  Sons  of  Liberty," 
etc.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
exact  number  of  adherents,  but  sev- 
.eral  boasted  of  a  membersliip  of  one 
million.  These  societies  operated 
chiefly  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  and 
their  members  were  quite  numerous 
in  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  One 
of  their  chief  objects  seems  to  have 
been  to  arouse  discontent  in  the  army 
and  to  encourage  desertion.  Mem- 
bers of  the  order  enlisted  in  the  army 
with  the  express  purpose  of  inciting 
soldiers  to  desert,  and  money  and  cit- 
izens '  clothing  were  furnished  for  this 
purpose.  Squads  of  soldiers  sent  to 
arrest  deserters  were  frequently  at- 
tacked in  rural  districts.  The  Gov- 
ernment took  little  notice  of  these 
societies  further  than  to  secure  the 
admission  to  membership  of  loyal  men 
who  kept  the  Government  constantly 
informed  of  all  general  plans  and 
purposes. 

The  organization  and  schemes  of  the 
orders  were  completely  exposed  in  the 
autumn  of  1864.  A  prominent  lawyer 
of  Indiana  was  indicted  for  treason- 
able practices  and  made  a  clean  breast 
of  the  whole  affair.  A  northwestern 
conspiracy  was  to  be  formed  or,  if 
that  failed,  the  members  were  to  join 
the  Southern  army.  The  Indiana 
government  was  to  be  seized  and 
Governor  Morton  held  as  a  hostage; 
a  general  uprising  was  then  to  have 
taken   place  on  August  16,  1864,  in 


conjunction  with  a  Confederate  raid 
from  Cumberland  Gap,  the  chief  ob- 
ject being  the  liberation  of  Confeder- 
ate prisoners  in  Illinois,  Ohio  and  In- 
diana. The  appointed  time  came,  but 
the  Confederates  did  not,  and  the 
plans  of  the  conspirators  proved 
abortive.* 

Governor  Morton  was  greatly  dis- 
quieted by  the  work  of  the  conspira- 
tors in  his  State  and  feared  that  the 
legislature  might  pass  a  joint  resolu- 
tion to  acknowledge  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  but  though  they  gave  the 
governor  every  possible  cause  for  wor- 
riment  no  such  overt  step  of  treason 
was  attempted.  Measures  were  in- 
troduced, however,  to  transfer  the 
miUtary  power  of  the  State  from  the 
government  to  the  Democratic  State 
officers.  The  Eepublicans  defeated 
these  measures  by  leaving  the  legisla- 
tive chambers  and  preventing  a  quo- 
rum. As  a  result,  no  appropriation 
bills  were  passed,  and  Governor  Mor- 
ton was  forced  to  appeal  to  the  people 
of  the  State  for  funds  to  carry  on  the 
government.  To  his  appeals,  indi- 
viduals, banks  and  private  corpora- 
tions made  hearty  response.  Fur- 
thermore, Morton  was  made  a  dis- 
bursing officer  of  $250,000,  a  part  of 
the  fund  set  aside  by  Congress  for  the 
purchase  of  munitions  of  war  to  be 
used  in  States  already  in  rebellion  or 
"  in  which  rebellion  is,  or  may  be, 
threatened." 


*  Nicolay  and  Ilay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  7-8.  See  also  Benn  Pitman,  Treason  Trials  at 
Indiiinnpoli-s. 


.^It-t 


SECKET  SOCIETIES;  THE  CHESAPEAKE  AFFAJJI. 


In  the  summer  of  1864  Lincoln  sent 
one  of  his  secretaries,  John  Hay,  to 
St.  Lonis,  to  secure  from  Rosecrans 
the  story  of  a  discovery  he  thought  he 
had  made  anent  the  purpose  and  or- 
ganization of  the  Order  of  American 
Knights  and  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle.  There  was  little  new  in  Rose- 
crans' story.  He  stated  that  Val- 
landigham  was  the  supreme  com- 
mander of  the  Northern  wing  of  the 
society,  and  the  Confederate  general, 
Price,  of  the  Southern  wing.  They 
claimed  to  have  25,000  members  in 
Missouri,  140,000  in  Illinois,  100,000 
in  Indiana,  80,000  in  Ohio  and  70,000 
in  Kentucky,  and  were  gradually  ex- 
tending through  the  Western  States. 
Vallandigham  was  expected  soon  to 
return,  at  which  time  the  leaders  of 
the  society  proposed  to  inaugurate 
the  revolution.  This  story  did  not 
disturb  Lincoln  because  he  did  not 
believe  there  were  so  many  thousands 
of  Democrats  in  the  North  who  were 
actually  disloyal  to  the  Government; 
they  might  oppose  his  Administra- 
tion, but  they  would  never  go  to  the 
extent  of  attempting  to  subvert  the 
Government. 

Most  of  the  attempts  against  the 
peace  of  the  free  States  were  made  by 
Southern  emissaries  or  sjnnpathizers. 
The  case  of  the  Chesapeake  was  one 
of  the  most  noteworthy  of  these  inci- 
dents. In  the  latter  part  of  1863  two 
Canadians,  named  J.  C.  Braine  and 
H.  A.  Parr,  determined  to  engage  in 
a  privateering  enterprise  on  their 
own   account.      Braine  had  been  re- 


leased from  Fort  Henry  upon  the 
claim  presented  by  the  British  min- 
ister that  he  was  a  British  subject. 
Parr  was  a  Canadian  who  had  resided 
several  years  in  Tennessee.  Their 
only  connection  with  the  Confederate 
States  was  a  commission  in  the  Con- 
federate navy.  They  and  a  dozen 
men,  all  British  subjects,  purchased 
arms  and  ammunition  in  New  York 
and  took  passage  on  the  merchant 
steamer  Chesapealie,  which  sailed 
from  New  York  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, December  6,  with  24  passengers 
bound  for  Portland,  Maine.  On  Sun- 
day evening,  after  all  the  officers  and 
crew  except  those  on  duty  had  retired, 
the  pirates,  heavily  armed,  overpow- 
ered those  on  deck  and  after  a  short 
struggle,  in  which  they  killed  one  and 
wounded  two  of  the  officers,  succeeded 
in  capturing  the  vessel.  On  Decem- 
ber 9  the  Chesapeake  reached  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  and  was  there  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  a  man  calling 
himself  Captain  Parker,  who  after- 
ward proved  to  be  an  Englishman 
named  Vernon  Locke.  The  vessel  was 
then  sent  to  Sambro  Harbor,  Nova 
Scotia,  to  be  prepared  for  her  voyage 
to  the  Confederate  States.  While 
there,  however,  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Ella  and  Annie  entered  the  har- 
bor, recaptured  the  prize,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  take  her  back  to  American 
waters.  On  the  way  her  commander 
met  a  superior  officer  of  the  United 
States  navy,  who  ordered  him  to  re- 
store the  Chesapeake  to  the  juris- 
diction   of    Great    Britain.      Accord- 
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ingly  the  Chesapeake  was  carried  into 
Halifax  and  transferred  to  tlie  Brit- 
ish authorities  for  adjudication.  The 
pirates  who  had  been  captured  in  the 
Chesapeake  were  surrendered  also. 
Wlien  the  case  was  taken  to  court  the 
vessel  was  restored  to  her  rightful 
owners.  The  Federal  Government 
apologized  for  making  the  capture  in 
British  waters  and  thus  the  question 
was  settled.* 

The  principal  agent  of  the  Con- 
federates in  Canada  w^as  Jacob 
Thompson,  Secretary  of  State  under 
Buchanan.  Thompson  had  been  cap- 
tured by  Grant  in  the  ridiculous  at- 
tempt to  play  the  spy  under  a  flag  of 
truce,  but  was  released  and  then  went 
to  Canada,  whence  be  began  to  annoy 
the  governmental  officials  along  the 
border  between  New  York  and  Maine. 
He  planned  to  capture  the  war 
steamer  Michifjan  on  Lake  Erie,  and 
with  her  to  liberate  the  Confederate 
prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island  in  San- 
dusky Bay.  The  prisoners  were  then 
to  destroy  Buffalo,  Cleveland  and 
other  large  cities,  and  having  done 
this  were  to  march  through  Ohio 
toward  Virginia.  A  man  named 
Charles  H.  Cole  informed  himself 
thoroughly  of  the  approaches  to  the 
harbors,  depositories  of  coal,  and  the 
movements  of  the  Michigan.  Sep- 
tember 19,  1864,  was  the  day  fixed  for 


*  Nicolay  and  Ha.y,  FAfe  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  14-16.  Oil  the  subject  of  prizes,  etc.,  see  the 
various  cases  cited  in  Applcton's  Annual  Cyclo- 
pmlia  for  1863,  pp.  765-76!).  See  also  Whiting, 
War  Powers  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
^tnles.  pp.   141-1.56. 
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the  attempt.  Cole  having  been  invited 
to  dine  with  the  officers  of  the  Michi- 
gan on  that  day.  The  more  difficult 
part  of  the  enterprise  was  assigned 
to  a  Virginian  named  John  Y.  Beall, 
who  was  to  capture  the  sliip.  The 
commander  of  tlie  Michigan  was 
warned  of  the  plot,  arrested  Cole,  and 
prepared  to  give  Beall  a  warm  re- 
ception. On  September  19,  ignorant 
of  the  miscarriage  of  the  plans,  Beall, 
with  'lb  followers,  sailed  from  Sand- 
■\vich  on  the  steamer  Philo  Parsons, 
with  drawn  pistols  took  possession 
of  the  boat  and,  after  landing  the 
passengers  at  Middle  Bass  Island, 
proceeded  to  attack  the  Michigan. 
On  approaching  that  boat  Beall 
missed  the  signals  wliich  Cole  had 
agreed  to  give  and,  moreover,  the 
men  refused  to  risk  the  adventure; 
therefore  he  returned  to  the  river  and 
the  crew  scattered  through  Canada.* 
Three  months  later  (December  16, 
1864)  Beall  was  arrested  in  New  York 
State  near  the  suspension  bridge  over 
the  Niagara  River,  after  an  unsuc- 
cessful endeavor  to  throw  a  passenger 
train  from  the  "West  off  the  track,  in 
order  to  rol)  the  express  company. 
He  had  made  a  similar  attempt 
between  Dunkirk  and  Buffalo.  There- 
fore, for  these  undertakings  and  for 
his  seizure  of  the  Parsons  and  the 
Island  Queen,  he  was  tried  by  a  niili- 
taiy  commission  convened  at  Fort 
Lafayette  and  at  New  York  City  and 


*  Rliodes,  United  l^tates,  vol.  v.,  pp.  330-332 ; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  18-19;  Official 
Records,  vol.  xliii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  225  et  seq. 
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found  guilty  of  acting  as  a  spy  and 
of  carrying  on  a  guerilla  warfare 
against  the  United  States,  for  which 
acts  he  was  condemned  to  be  hanged. 
In  defence  of  the  episode  on  Lake 
Erie  he  produced  a  manifesto  from 
Jefferson  Davis,  maintaining  that  the 
enterprise  for  the  capture  of  the 
Michigan  ' '  was  a  belligerent  expedi- 
tion ordered  and  undertaken  under 
the  authority  of  the  Confederate 
States,"  the  government  of  which  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  "  of  ansAver- 
ing  for  the  acts  of  any  of  its  officers 
engaged  in  it."  Major-General  Dix, 
however,  contended  that  "  no  such 
assumption  can  sanction  an  act  not 
warranted  by  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare."  Lincoln  was  earnestly  im- 
portuned to  revoke  the  death  sentence, 
but,  though  he  suggested  that  a  re- 
prieve of  a  few  days  be  allowed  Beall 
to  prepare  himself  for  death,  de- 
clined to  interfere  with  his  execution. 
On  February  24, 1865,  therefore,  Beall 
was  hanged    at  Governor's  Island.* 

On  June  16,  1864,  Lieutenant  Ben- 
nett H.  Young  was  instructed  by  the 
Confederate  Secretary  of  War  to  or- 
ganize a  small  company  for  special 
ser\4ce.t  He  informed  Clement  C. 
Clay  that  he  proposed  to  burn  and  rob 
some  of  the  New  England  towns, 
whereupon  Clay  gave  Young  a  check 
for  $400  for  his  expenses,  approving 
this   as  justifiable   retaliation. t     Ac- 

*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  v.,  pp.  332-333; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp. 
19-21. 

i  Official  Records,  ser,  iv,,  vol.  iii.,  p.  4!)1. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol,  viii,,  p. 


cordingly,  on  October  19,  1864,  Young 
and  a  party  of  20  or  ',10  Confederate 
soldiers,  well  armed,  but  not  in  Con- 
federate uniform  nor  carrying  the 
Confederate  flag,  entered  St.  Albans, 
Vermont  (about  15  miles  from  the 
Canadian  border),  robbed  the  banks 
of  about  $250,000,  killed  several  of  the 
inhabitants  and  attempted  to  burn 
the  village.  They  then  seized  a 
number  of  horses  and  rode  rapidly 
away,  the  whole  affair  consuming  less 
than  an  hour.  "When  the  inhabitants 
had  recovered  from  their  surprise,  a 
company  of  mounted  citizens  was 
organized  and  started  in  pursuit, 
overtaking  the  robbers  after  entrance 
into  Canada,  where  they  and  the 
Canadian  police  arrested  Young  and 
12  others.  The  prisoners  were  turned 
over  to  the  Canadian  authorities 
and  lodged  in  jail,  but  were  soon 
discharged  and  their  ill-gotten  spoils 
restored  to  them.  The  British  govern- 
ment, however,  directed  a  re-trial,  the 
prisoners  were  re-arrested,  and  the 
judge  who  had  released  them  was  re- 
proved by  the  Canadian  parliament 
and  suspended  from  office.  When  the 
case  was  tried  before  Justice  Smith, 
of  Montreal,  the  prisoners  were  again 
discharged  on  the  ground  that  Young 
bore  a  commission  from  the  Con- 
federate Secretary  of  War  and  that 
his  enterprise  had  been  authorized  by 
C.  C.  Clay.  The  Canadian  govern- 
ment was  not  satisfied  with  this  de- 


26;  Official  Records,  vol,  .xliii,,  pt.  ii,,  p,  915; 
Sowleg,  History  of  the  St.  Alhans  Raid,  p.  22; 
L.  N.  Benjamin.  The  St.  Allans  Raid,  pp.  213. 
294. 
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cisioii  and  immediately  caused  the 
prisoners  to  be  re-arrested.  They 
were  taken  to  Toronto  for  trial,  but 
the  proceedings  dragged  along  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  when  interest  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  offenders  was 
lost  and  none  was  ever  punished. 
Wishing  to  maintain  amicable  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  however, 
the  Canadian  government  restored 
$70,000  of  the  money  stolen  by  the 
raiders.* 

Meanwhile  the  Confederates  in  Can- 
ada had  not  abandoned  hope  of  res- 
cuing the  prisoners  at  Camp  Douglas 
at  Chicago.  Plans  for  taking  the 
camp  with  its  10,000  prisoners  were 
matured,  and  the  night  of  election 
day  (November  8,  1864)  was  selected 
for  the  undertaking.  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin J.  Sweet,  commanding  the  camp 
at  Fort  Douglas,  was  informed  of  the 
plot  and  on  the  night  of  November 
6-7  arrested  the  leaders,  including  St. 
Leger  Grenfell,  an  English  soldier. 
Colonel  Vincent  Marmaduke,  three 
other  Confederates,  and  two  promi- 
nent Sons  of  Liberty.  Later  seven 
others  were  arrested  and  a  quantity  of 
arms  and  ammunition  were  seized,  f  In 
January  of  1865  seven  of  the  prison- 
ers were  tried  by  military  commis- 
sion, but  two  were  acquitted,  one 
escaped,  one  committed  suicide  in 
prison,  one  was  sentenced  to  three 
years'  imprisonment,  another  to  five 
years',  and  Grenfell  was  condemned 


to  death.  President  Johnson,  how- 
ever, commuted  Grenf ell's  sentence  to 
life  imprisonment  at  Dry  Tortugas, 
Florida,  whence  he  escaped  in  1868.* 

Meanwhile  Thompson  had  been 
busy  -with  other  schemes,  the  most 
daring  of  which  was  the  attempt  to 
burn  New  York.  A  party  of  eight 
men  was  detailed  for  this  service,  and 
the  night  of  election  day  (November 
8,  1864)  was  selected  for  the  attempt, 
but  as  the  inflammable  materials  were 
not  ready  the  work  was  postponed. 
Seventeen  days  later,  on  the  night  of 
November  25,  the  Astor  House,  the 
St.  Nicholas,  the  Metropolitan,  the 
Fifth  Avenue,  Lovejoy's,  Tammany, 
and  several  other  hotels,  and  Bar- 
num's  Museum  were  set  on  fire  by  the 
use  of  phosphorus  and  turpentine,  but 
fortunately  the  fires  were  soon  ex- 
tinguished. One  of  the  incendiaries, 
named  R.  C.  Kennedy,  who  had  set 
fire  to  Barnum's  Museum  and  three 
of  the  hotels,  escaped  to  Canada,  but 
was  captured,  tried,  and  hanged  on 
March  25,  1865.  f  Before  his  execu- 
tion he  confessed  the  whole  plot.J 

On  December  7,  1863,  the  Thirty- 
Eighth  Congress  began  its  first  ses- 
sion under  circumstances  different 
from  those  existing  at  the  same  time 
the  i^revious  year,  when,  because  of 
successive  militar.y  defeats,  all  was 
gloom.    Nevertheless,  the  House  was 


*  Rliodes,  United  States,  vol.  v.,  pp.  3.33-337. 
t  Official   Records,   vol.   xxxix.,   pt.    3,   pp.   696, 
739;   vol.  xlv.,  pt.  i.,  pp.  1079-1082. 


*  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  v.,  pp.  337-339; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp. 
21-22. 

t  O/ficial  Records,  Ser.  ii.,  vol.  viii.,  p.  414. 

t  {hid.  p.  428.  For  Dix's  view  of  th(t  "  atrocity  " 
.see  p.  415. 
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uot  so  friendly,  ijolitically,  to  the 
Administration  as  to  the  preceding 
one  and,  in  tliis  respect,  the  Gov- 
ernment was  no  better  off  tlian  it 
liad  l)een  the  previous  year.  This 
Congress  had  been  chosen  during  the 
Democratic  reaction  in  the  autumn  of 
1862  and  it  was  to  Lincoln's  advan- 
tage that  under  statutory  rule  the  new 
members  should  not  take  office  until 
December  of  1863.  In  the  House 
there  were  102  Republicans  and  un- 
conditional Unionists,  75  Democrats, 
and  9  Border  State  men.*  The  Senate 
was  controlled  by  the  Administration 
party,  there  being  36  Republicans 
and  unconditional  Unionists,  9  Dem- 
ocrats, and  5  conditional  Unionists. 

The  President's  message  of  De- 
cember 8  was  comparatively  short, 
considering  the  events  of  the  pre- 
ceding 12  months.  He  first  re\newed 
relations  with  foreign  powers,  spoke 
of  the  condition  of  the  Territories, 
gave  a  summary  of  the  financial  oper- 
ations, and  then  rehearsed  other  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  country.  Very  little  was  said 
about  the  operations  of  army  or  navy 
during  the  year  but  he  contrasted 
conditions  in  1863  with  those  of  the 
preceding  year  and  entered  upon  a 
consideration  of  his  emancii^ation 
policy,  t 

The  reports  of  the  secretaries  of 


•  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p.  419,  follow- 
ing the  classification   in  tlie   Tribune  Almanac. 

t  For  tile  text  of  the  message,  see  Richardson, 
Messages  and  Papers,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  179-191.  For 
a  short  summary  see  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol. 
iv.,  pp.  419-422. 


the  several  departments,  which  ac- 
companied the  President's  message, 
exhibited  a  remarkably  extensive  de- 
velopment of  the  resourcesi  of  the 
country  in  meeting  and  providing  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  war.  In  his 
annual  repart  Secretary  Stanton  said 
that  the  Conscription  Act  had  been 
enforced  in  12  States,  levying  50,000 
sokUers,  and  that  $10,000,000  had 
been  raised  by  the  $300  exemption  for 
procuring  substitutes.  The  indica- 
tions were  that  the  force  required 
would  be  raised  by  volunteering  Avith- 
out  draft,  but  he  added  that  the 
drafted  men  who  had  gone  into  the 
ranks  had  acquitted  themselves  well 
and  made  good  soldiers.  He  stated 
that  over  2,000  siege  and  sea  coast 
artillery  had  been  issued  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  the  number  of 
field  artillery  had  increased  from  231 
to  2,481,  infantry  firearms  from  437,- 
433  to  1,550,576,  and  other  arms  and 
material  in  proportion.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  the  Secretary  said, 
' '  we  were  compelled  to  rely  upon 
foreign  countries  for  the  supply  of 
nearly  all  of  our  arms  and  munitions. 
Now  all  these  things  are  manufac- 
tured at  home,  and  we  are  ind*epend- 
ent  of  foreign  countries,  not  only 
for  the  manufactures,  but  also  for 
the  materials  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed." 

Congress  soon  took  action  with  a 
view  to  filling  the  armies  for  the  cam- 
paigns of  1864.  By  an  act  approved 
February  24,  1864,  the  President  was 
authorized,  whenever    he    deemed    it 
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necessary,  to  call  for  such  a  number  nomical  and  vigorous  prosecution  ot 

of  men  for  the  military  service  as  the  the  war.     He  congratulated  himself 

public  exigencies  required,  and  pro-  that  the  public  credit  was  much  im- 

vision  was  made  also  for  a  draft  in  proved.    The  first  loans  had  been  ne- 

any  division  where  the  quota  secured  gotiated  at  7.30  per  cent.,  the  next  at 

was  not  filled  by  volunteers.  7  per  cent.,  the  next  at  6  per  cent., 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ^j-j^j  other  large  sums  at  5  and  4  per 

Treasury   gave   general   satisfaction,  ^^^^^    ^j^^  average  rate  of  interest  on 

for  during  the  last  fiscal  year   the  ^^^^  ^.j^^^jg  ^j^l^^  jj^  jujv  1,  186-2  was 

operations    of   that   department  had  4.36  per  cent.,  on  January  1, 1863,  4.02 

been  attended  by  a  greater  measure  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  j^l^.  ^^  18(33^  3,77  per 

of  success  than  had  been  anticipated.  ^^^^^    ^^^^^  ^^  October  1,  1863,  3.95  per 

The  debt  on  July  1,  1863,  was  $1,098-  ^^^^^ 

793,181,  and  it  was  estimated  that  on  ^^^^^,  ^j-ganizing,  Congress  re- 
July  1,  1864,  it  would  amount  to  $1,-  fgj-red  various  matters  to  the  several 
686,956,641.  During  the  preceding  cQi^mittees  and  entered  upon  its  work, 
year  the  receipts  were  $901,125,674.-  p^^i^i^g  attention  was  diverted  to  the 
86,  of  which  the  chief  items  were :  military   and   naval   operations,   and 

Customs $69,059,642.40  j^j-ing  the  early  part  of  the  session 

S^lar"" .:::::::::::::::     'iSSilSae  nothing  occurred  of  special  interest 

Lands 167,617.17  or  importance.     Various  resolutions 

Miscellaneous -I'ltl'll^'^-l  were  introduced,  some  strongly  con- 
Loans 7/6,682,361.o7  .     ^i  v  j  ^f 

Disbursements  had  been  as  follows:  demuatory  to  the  pohcy  and  course  ot 

civil  service  $23.2.-)3,922.os  ^^le  Government,  others  of  a  negative 

Pensions  , and  Indians .^I'S"  mi-^^d    character,    aiicT   others    again 

Interest   on   debt i4,(.i.),S4b..ji  -r.        •  i       i  > 

War    Department 599,298,600.83  highly     approving     the     Presidents 

Navy  Department 63,211,105.27  j-^easures.    The  opponents  of  the  Ad- 

Pavment  of  funded  and  temporary  .    .    ,       ,.  •  „„+      +^ 

^gbt 181,086,635.17  mimstration    were    anxious    not    to 

"  subjugate  "   anv   of   the    Southern 

Total  $895,796,630.65  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  interfere  with  any  of 

Thus  a  balance  of  more  than  $5,-  their  domestic  institutions,  but  to  al- 

000,000  was  left  in  the  Treasury.    The  low  them,  just  as  soon  as  they  had 

Secretary,  while  submitting  estimates  laid  down  their  arms,  to  assume  their 

requiring  large  loans,  and  because  he  former    position    in    the    Union.      A 

thought  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  number    of     resolutions     expressing 

negotiate  them,  urged  Congress  to  in-  these  views  were  introduced,  but  were 

crease  the  revenue.    He  recommended  generally  disposed  of  by  being  laid 

that  internal  taxes  to  the  amount  of  on  the  table  or  rejected  entirely.    On 

$150,000,000  yearly  be  imposed,  and  the  other  hand,  strongly  worded  reso- 

spok'e  of  the  impossibility  of  an  eco-  lutions  were  proposed  and  adopted  by 
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large  majorities  in  support  of  tlie 
Government  and  its  policies.  One  of 
the  strongest  of  these  was  introduced 
by  Baldwin,  of  Massachusetts,  on  Jan- 
nary  7,  1864: 

"  Whereas,  the  orKanized  treason  having  its 
licadquarters  at  Riclimond.  exists  in  defiant  vio- 
lation to  tlie  national  Constitution,  and  has  no 
ilaim  to  be  treated  otlierwise  than  as  an  outlaw: 
and  lehcrras.  tliis  Richmond  combination  of  con- 
spirators and  traitors  can  have  no  rightful  au- 
tliority  over  the  people  of  any  portion  of  tlie 
national  T'nion,  and  no  warrant  for  assuming  con- 
trol of  tile  political  destiny  of  the  people  of  any 
state  or  section  of  this  Union,  and  no  apology  but 
that  of  conspiracy  and  treason  for.  any  assump- 
tion of  authority  whatever;   therefore. 

"  Re/ioh-ert.  That  any  proposition  to  negotiate 
with  the  rebel  leaders  at  Richmond  (sometimes 
called  'the  authorities  at  Richmond')  for  a 
restoration  of  loyalty  and  order  in  those  portions 
of  the  Republic  which  have  been  disorganized  by 
the  Rebellion,  is,  in  effect,  a  proposition  to  recog- 
nize the  ringleaders  of  the  rebellion  as  entitled  to 
icpresent  and  bind  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  United 
States  whom  they  oppress,  and  to  give  counte- 
nance and  support  to  the  pretensions  of  con- 
sjiiracy  and  treason;  and,  therefore,  every  sucli 
pro|)osition  should  be  rejected  without  hesitation 
or  delay." 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  88  to  24. 

One  of  the  most  important  acts  of 
the  session  (which  lasted  until  July  4, 
18G4),  was  that  increasing  the  tarifl" 
rates.  In  spite  of  the  great  augmen- 
tation of  duties  by  the  act  of  1862,  still 
further  advance  of  the  rates  became 
necessary  in  3864.  The  new  tariff  was 
arranged  with  the  double  purpose  of 
obtaining  more  revenue  to  meet  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  re- 
serving to  manufacturers  the  protec- 
tion which,  had  no  such  readjustment 
been  made,  the  excise  laws  would  have 
taken   from   them.    Though   the   ses- 


sion began  on  December  7,  1863,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  did 
not  report  a  new  tariff  bill  until  May 
27,  1864.  Hence  as  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient two  joint  resolutions  were 
passed  increasing  the  rates  of  duties 
on  imports  50  per  cent.,  to  take  effect 
on  April  29  and  to  continue  until 
July  1.  Another  temporary  measure 
was  that  passed  March  8,  imposing  a 
tax  of  60  cents  per  gallon  on  spirits, 
thus  augmenting  this  excise  three- 
fold. After  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  reported  on  May  27, 
only  brief  consideration  was  given  to 
the  new  tariff'  bill.  Debate  began  in 
the  House  on  June  2,  and  the  bill  was 
passed  on  June  4,  then  being  sent  to 
the  Senate,  whose  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance reported  it  on  June  14.  It  was 
taken  under  consideration  on  June  16 
and  was  passed  the  next  day,  being 
approved  on  the  30th.  The  object  of 
the  measure  was  so  well  understood 
and  the  majority  of  the  dominant 
party  was  so  large,  that  the  de- 
bates were  uninteresting,  and  such 
opposition  as  was  encountered  came 
from  men  who  had  not  the  slightest 
hope  of  preventing  the  passage  of  the 
bill.*  The  tariff  act  curtailed  the  free 
list  still  further  and  scarcely  any- 
thing was  left  exempt  from  duty,  save, 
perhaps,  some  of  the  crudest  of  raw 
materials  used  by  manufacturers.  To 
each  grade  of  unrefined  sugar  a  half 
cent  per  pound  was  added,  and  the 


*  Taussig,  Tariff  llistonj.  pp.  168-109:  .Stan- 
wood,  American  Tariff  Controversies,  vol.  ii..  pp. 
128-129. 
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duty  on  refined  sugar  was  fixed  at 
5  cents  a  pound.  Among  other  duties 
levied,  were  35  cents  a  pound  on  un- 
manufactured tobacco,  $2.50  per  gal- 
lon on  brandy,  18  cents  per  hundred- 
weight for  salt  in  bulk,  IflO  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  on  opium  and  35  cents  per 
gallon  on  beer.  On  wool  the  duty 
ranged  from  3  to  10  cents  per  pound, 
and  on  manufactures  of  wool  the 
system  of  compound  duties  and 
higher  rates,  introduced  in  the  act  of 
1862,  was  greatly  extended,  the  duty 
on  several  important  classes  of  goods 
being  24  cents  a  pound,  and  40  per 
cent,  ad  valorem.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
everything  was  taxed  that  could  be 
made  to  carry  a  tax,  and  anyone  who 
could  discover  a  new  object  of  tax- 
ation, or  who  advocated  an  increase 
of  duty  upon  an  article  already  taxed, 
was  considered  a  public  benefactor.* 
At  the  same  time  as  the  tariff  bill 
was  passed,  an  internal  revenue  act 
was  enacted,  heavily  taxing  every- 
thing in  sight.  Every  ton  of  pig  iron 
produced  was  charged  $2,  every  ton  of 
railroad  iron  $3,  every  pound  of  sugar 
2  cents,  and  every  hundred-weight  of 
salt  6  cents,  the  general  tax  on  all 
manufactures  produced  being  5  per 
cent.  This  tax  was  repeated  on  al- 
most every  article  in  the  different 
stages  of  production.  Raw  cotton 
paid  2  cents  a  pound,  and  when  the 
same  cotton  was  made  into  clothing, 
it  again  paid  5  per  cent.,  so  that 
Wells  estimated  that  on  every  finished 


product  the  Government  collected 
betAveen  8  and  15  per  cent.*  The  tax 
on  spirits  was  made  $1.50  per  gallon 
from  Julj-  1,  18G4,  to  February  1, 
1865,  after  which  date  it  was  about 
$2.  Moreover,  an  income  tax  was  im- 
posed, incomes  of  over  $600  and  less 
than  $5,000  paying  5  per  cent.; 
between  $5,000  and  $10,000,  7i/o  per 
cent.;  and  over  $10,000,  10  per  cent.f 
Taxes  on  the  gross  receipts  on  ex- 
press, insurance,  railroad,  steamboat 
and  telegraph  companies  were  levied, 
or  were  increased  where  already  in 
existence.  The  license  system  was  ex- 
tended to  almost  every  conceivable 
branch  of  trade.  By  a  third  act,  ap- 
proved June  30,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  authorized  to  borrow 
$400,000,000,  for  which  he  should  issue 
6  per  cent,  bonds,  or,  in  lieu  of  one- 
half  that  amount,  he  might  sell  $200,- 
000,000  of  interest-bearing  legal  tender 
Treasury  notes.  This  act  limited  the 
total  amount  of  non-interest-bearing 
legal  tender  notes  (popularly  known 
as  "greenbacks")  to  $400,000,000, 
and  such  an  additional  sum  not  to 
exceed  $50,000,000,  as  might  be  tem- 
liorarily  required  to  redeem  a  tempo- 
rary loan. 

Meanwhile  the  Missouri  rftdicals 
and  conservatives  had  been  quarrel- 
ing among  themselves  and  endeav- 
oring to  drag  Lincoln  into  the  dis- 
pute. Finally  matters  came  to  such 
a  pass  that  the  President  decided  to 


*  Stanwood,    Tariff    Controversies,    vol.    ii.,    pp. 
129-130. 


*  Taussig,  Tariff  History,  p.  104. 
t  Rliodes,   United  fitates,  vol,   iv.,  p.  428.     See 
also  vol.  v.,  pp.  263-274. 
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make   a   change  in  the   militaiy  ad- 
ministration of  the  department  and, 
on  May  13,  1863,  appointed  Sehofield 
to  relieve  General  Curtis.*     One  of 
Sehofield 's    tirst    and    most    difficult 
tasks  was  connected  with  the  question 
of  emancipation  in  Missouri.  On  April 
15,  1863,  Governor  Ganil)lo  had  issued 
a  proclamation  caHing  upon  the  old 
Missouri  convention  to  meet  on  June 
15  to  consider  this  question.     When 
the  convention  met  Governor  Gamble 
announced   his    resignation,    to    take 
effect  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
but  the  convention  peremi)torily  re- 
fused to  accept  it,  and  requested  him 
to  continue  in  office  until  November  1, 
1864,    or    until    his    successor    were 
elected    and    qualified.     On    assum- 
ing office,  Sehofield  ascertained  that 
the  action  of  the  Missouri  State  con- 
vention   on    tlie    question    of    eman- 
cipation  would   depend  very  largely 
upon    the    attitude    of    the    National 
Government  and  he  therefore  asked 
Lincoln  whether  he  was  authorized, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  pledge 
the  Governmental  support  and  pro- 
tection to  the  slave  property  during 
the  short  time  that  slavery  might  be 
permitted  to  exist. f     To  this  Lincoln 
replied  on  June  22  that  "  if  the  period 
were  a  comparatively  short  one  and 
the  act  should  prevent  persons  from 
being  sold  during  that   period  into 
more  lasting  slavery,  the  whole  would 
be  easier."    But  he  did  not  wish  to 
pledge  the  government  "to  support 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxii., 
t/'.i'd,  p.  330. 


pt.   ii..  p. 


even  temporary  slavery,  beyond  what 
could  be  fairly  claimed  under  the  Con- 
stitution." He  much  desired  also  that 
the    military    forces    of    the    United 
States  in  Missouri  should  not  be  used 
to  subvert  the  temporarily  reserved 
legal  rights  in  slaves  during  the  pro- 
gress of  emancipation.*    But  the  con- 
servative members  of  the  convention 
frittered  away  an  opportunity  to  con- 
fer a  lasting  benefit  on  the  State,  and 
the  ordinance  of  emancipation,  which 
was  passed  on  July  1,  1863,  by  a  vote 
of   51    to   30,   merely   provided   that 
slavery  should  cease  in  Missouri  after 
1870  and  prohibited  sales  to  non-resi- 
dents   after   that   date,   provided    ill 
slaves  so  emancipated  should  remain 
in  servitude  —  those  over  40  years  of 
age,  during  their  lifetime ;  those  under 
twelve  years  of  age  until  they  became 
23 ;  and  all  others  until  July  4,  1876. 
The  convention  adjourned  on  July 
1,   18G3   and  immediately  a  popular 
movement  of  protest  was  made  by  the 
radicals  of  St.  Louis.     September  1 
delegates     from     four-fifths     of    the 
counties  of  Missouri  met  at  Jefferson 
City  in  a  radical  emancipation  con- 
vention,   the    political    action    being 
greatly    accelerated   by    the    guerilla 
warfare    then    prevailing.      Though 
Union  troops  patrolled  the  entire  re- 
gion, a  daring  leader  named  William 
C.    Quantrell    assembled    a    band    of 
about  300  well-mounted  followers  on 
the  border  line  of  Missouri,  and  as- 
certaining that  the  city  of  Lawrence, 
Kansas,  was  undefended,  crossed  the 

*!hid,  pp.  331-332. 
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Missouri  line  below  Leavenworth  and, 
by  a  rapid  march,  entered  the  city  on 
the  morning  of  Angust  21.  The  stores, 
banks,  dwellings,  hotels  and  churches 
of  the  town  were  robbed  and  then  set 
on  fire,  185  being  burned  to  the 
ground.  Between  150  and  200  in- 
habitants were  murdered  in  cold 
blood.  This  work  consumed  ouly  three 
or  four  hours,  when  the  perpetrators 
mounted  their  horses  and  departed.* 
Senator  James  H.  Lane  was  in  Law- 
rence at  the  time  and,  escaping 
massacre,  hastily  collected  a  small 
mounted  force  and  started  in  pursuit 
of  Quantrell  and  his  men.  By  cutting 
off  stragglers  and  laggards,  many 
were  killed,  but  the  remainder  got 
away  safely  with  their  plunder. 

In  the  midst  of  this  excitement  the 
radical  Union  emancipation  conven- 
tion met  at  Jefferson  City.  The  reso- 
lutions adopted  indorsed  Lincoln's 
policy,  but  complained  of  Schofield's 
administration  and  asked  the  Presi- 
dent to  remove  him.  The  resignations 
of  Governor  Gamble  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Hill  were  demanded  and  a 
resolution  adopted  calling  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  to  organize 
and  arm  the  loyal  men  for  the  pro- 
tection of  their  homes.  A  large  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  visit  Lincoln 
and  lay  their  grievances  before  him. 
This  committee  reached  the  executive 
mansion  on  September  30  and  held  a 
long   interview    wdth    the    President. 


lie  took  up  their  points  of  compUiint 
in  detail,  told  them  he  could  not  act 
on  vague  impressions,  that  he  knew 
nothing  derogatory  to  Schofield  and 
was  at  a  loss  to  see  whj*  Schofield 
should  be  held  responsible  for  the  exe- 
cution of  one  of  his  [Lincoln's] 
orders  He  said  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  becoming  a  tyrant,  and  that 
he  had  no  right  to  act  the  tyrant  to 
mere  political  opponents.  The  real 
termination  of  the  incident  came  on 
October  5,  1863,  when  Lincoln  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  committee  giving  a 
picture  of  the  confusion  and  terror  in- 
cident to  the  war,  examining  with 
great  patience  the  specified  complaints 
presented  by  the  committee,  and  then 
stating  that,  no  matter  whether  the 
radicals  and  conservatives  agreetl 
among  themselves  or  with  him,  he 
should  do  what  seemed  to  him  his 
duty;  the  commander  in  Missouri  was 
responsible  to  him  and  not  to  the 
radicals  or  conservatives.* 

On  September  20  Schofield  sent  to 
Washington  copies  of  several  news- 
papers containing  inflammatory  arti- 
cles, with  a  report  stating  that  the 
revolutionary  faction  which  had  been 
striving  to  overthrow  the  State 
government  and  change  the  policy  of 
the  National  Government  had  at 
length  succeeded  so  far  as  to  produce 
open  mutiny  in  one  of  the  militia  regi- 
ments and  serious  disaffection  in 
others.     Accordingly,   on    September 


<*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  *  For  details  of  the  interview  and  text  of  the 

pp.  211-212:  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p.  375;        letter,  soe  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
Official  Jiecords,  vol.  xxii..  pt.  i.,  p.  583  et  seq.  viii.,  i>p.  214-22:i. 


404 


END  OF  THE  FACTIONAL  DISPUTES. 


17,  lie  had  issued  an  order  to  enforce 
martial  law  against  persons  encourag- 
ing mutiny,  or  inciting  insurrection 
l)y  printing  or  publishing  false  state- 
ments, and  that  he  would  punish  news- 
papers who  violated  the  order.*  On 
September  26  Lincoln  sent  Schofield 
his  written  approval  of  the  order,  and 
on  October  1  suggested  the  spirit  and 
manner  in  which  he  wished  the  order 
to  be  carried  out.t  On  the  same  day 
(October  1)  Gamble  wrote  to  Lincoln 
I'equesting  that  Schofield  be  directed 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  State 
government  by  all  the  force  under  Ms 


control,  and  on  October  19  received 
the  reply  that  Schofield  was  empow- 
ered to  repress  all  violence  which 
might  be  offered  to  the  State  govern- 
ment.* These  measures  served  to 
check  the  factional  excitements  and, 
moreover,  Schofield  exercised  great 
forbearance  in  enforcing  his  order 
and  in  general  administration.  The 
elections  of  November  3,  1863,  passed 
without  disturbance  of  any  kind,t  and 
as  the  Badicals  gained  a  slight  ap- 
parent victory,  adverse  criticisms  of 
Schofield 's  administration  were  dis- 
continued. 
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As  M'e  have  seen,  after  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  Lee  retreated  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Meade.  The  Confederates 
had  been  driven  out  of  Manassas  Gap 
and  Front  Royal  and  taken  position 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock. During  August  and  September 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  rested  and 
General  Lee  retired  behind  the  Rapi- 
dan  for  the  same  purpose,  neither 
army  being  ready  to  attack  the  other. 
Longstreet's  corps  was  detached  from 
Lee  and  sent  to  aid  Bragg  in  his  oper- 

*  Official  Records,  voL  xxii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  546-547. 
t  See   Nicolay   and  Hay,   Life   of  Lincoln,   voL 
viii.,  pp.  225-226. 


ations  against  Rosecrans  in  Tennes- 
see. This  seemed  to  Lincoln  to  pre- 
sent a  favorable  opportunity  for  strik- 
ing Lee,  and  on  September  15  he 
wrote  to  Halleck  that  in  his  opinion 
Meade  should  move  against  Lee  at 
once  in  order  to  forecast  his  contem- 
l)lated  plans.  J  Meade,  however,  did 
not  think  that  he  could  bring  on  a 
battle  save  under  great  disadvantage 
to  liimself  and  was  reluctant  to  run 
the  risks  involved  without  the  posi- 


*  For   the   entire   letter   see   Kicolay   and   Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  227-228. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxii.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  698. 
i  Official  Records,  vol.  xxix.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  187. 


ENGAGEMENTS  AT  BRANDY  STATION  AND  JEFFERSONTON.        -iOiJ 


five  sanction  of  the  Government.* 
While  Meade  and  the  authorities  at 
Washington  were  carrying  on  cor- 
respondence regarding  a  forward 
movement  Rosecrans  and  Bragg  had 
fought  their  battle  at  Chickamauga 
and  Rosecrans  had  retreated  to  Chat- 
tanooga. He  called  upon  the  War  De- 
partment for  reinforcements  and  Stan- 
ton, growing  impatient  at  Meade's 
inactivity,  proposed  to  send  30,000 
troops  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Lincoln  was  unwilling  to  weaken 
Meade  so  much,  but  the  other  Seci-e- 
taries  supported  Stanton  and  it  was 
decided  to  telegraph  Meade  in  the 
morning.  The  11th  and  12th  corps, 
about  13,000  men,  were  sent  westward 
under  Hooker;  but  even  with  this  re- 
duction of  his  command  Meade  had 
al)0ut  68,000  men,  and  knowing  him- 
self to  l)e  superior  in  numbers,  he  re- 
solved to  cross  the  Rapidan  and  at- 
tack Lee.  The  latter,  however,  had 
anticipated  this  movement,  and  having 
learned  of  the  departure  of  the  11  th  and 
12th  corps  determined  to  manoeuver 
Meade  into  a  position  where  he  could 
attack  him  under  circumstances  favor- 
able to  himself. t  Accordingly,  he  de- 
termined to  flank  Meade's  position, 
seize  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Rail- 
road north  of  the  Rappahannock,  and 
intercept  his  retreat  upon  Washing- 
ton. Infoi'med  of  the  movement, 
Meade,  on  October  11,  withdrew  his 
army  to  the  north  side  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock, his  rear  guard  of  cavalry 
having  a  sharp  engagement  with  the 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxix.,  pt.  ii.,  p.  202. 
t/'/i'rf,   pt.   i.,   p.  410. 


Confederate  cavaliy  at  Brandy  Sta- 
tion. Believing  that  the  Confederate 
army  was  moving  upon  Culpeper, 
Meade  turned  about  and  on  the  12th 
threw  three  infantry  corps  and  a  cav- 
alry division  south  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, with  instructions  to  strike  Lee 
if  at  Culpeper.  When  they  reached 
Brandy  Station  the  Confederate  army 
was  nowhere  in  the  neighborhood. 
At  this  time  General  Gregg's  division 
of  Union  cavalry  was  guarding  the 
upper  fords  of  the  Rappahannock  and 
Hazel  I'ivers;  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th  Gregg's  brigade  crossed  the  Rap- 
pahannock near  Sulphur  Springs;  and 
his  pickets  at  Jeffersonton  being 
driven  in,  he  marched  for  that  place, 
found  it  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
drove  them  from  the  town,  and  occu- 
l)ied  it.  That  morning  Fitzhugh  Lee's 
cavalry  division,  leading  the  Confeder- 
ate advance  from  near  Madison  Court 
House,  crossed  Hazel  River  at  Starks' 
Ford  and  pressed  on  toward  the  Rap- 
pahannock. The  11th  Virginia  cav- 
alry drove  Gregg's  skirmishers  into 
Jeffersonton  and  attacked  tne  two 
regiments  in  the  town,  but  was  driven 
out  after  losing  several  men.  The 
7th  and  12th  Mrginia  were  then  sent 
to  the  left  and  right,  encircling  the 
town,  a  combined  attack  was  made, 
and  Gregg  was  utterly  routed  and 
driven  across  the  Rappahannock  with 
a  loss  of  about  400  men,  most  of  them 
captured.  The  Confederate  loss  was 
about  40  killed  and  wounded.* 

Lee  then  ordered  his  whole  force  to 


*  Ibid.  vol.  xxix.;  Walker,  History  of  the  Second 
Army  Corps. 


40(; 


AFFAIRS  AT  BEISTOE  STATION  AND  KELLY'S  FORD. 


move  ill  two  columns  upon  Bristoe 
Station,  but  before  they  arrived 
Meade's  entire  army  had  passed  there 
on  the  road  to  Centreville  -witli  the 
exception  of  the  2d  corps  constituting 
the  rear  guard.  A.  P.  Hill's  corps 
reached  Bristoe  Station  just  as  War- 
ren arrived,  and  as  the  rear  of  the 
5th  corps  was  marching  away  to  the 
north  of  Broad  Run  attacked  the  Fed- 
eral rear  guard  but  was  checked  by 
the  Federal  troops  under  General 
Alexander  S.  Webb.  Having  repulsed 
the  Confederates  Warren  then  crossed 
the  stream  unmolested  and  joined 
Meade  at  Centreville.  Lee  was  much 
disappointed  at  the  outcome  of  this 
engagement,*  and  on  the  18th  turned 
toward  the  line  of  the  Rappahannock, 
leaving  his  cavalry  to  skirmish  for  a 
few  days  longer  mth  the  Federal 
cavalry. 

While  waiting  for  Lee  to  attack, 
Meade  received  word  from  Halleck 
that  the  President  desired  him  to 
move  against  Lee.f  Accordingly 
Meade  resumed  the  offensive  on  Octo- 
ber 19  and  in  several  encounters 
liressed  Lee  back  to  the  Rappahannock, 
the  latter  crossing  to  the  south  side 
of  the  river  and  disposing  his  army 
on  both  sides  of  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Railroad,  Ewell  on  the  right, 
A.  P.  Hill  on  the  left  and  cavalry  on 
both  flanks.  A  part  of  Ewell 's  corps 
was  left  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 


*  Cooke,  Life  of  Lcc,  ]>.  355.  See  also  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol  iv.,  pp.  Si,  84;  Confederate  Mili- 
tary History,  vol.   iv.,  pp.  211-214. 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
p.  242. 


at  Rappahannock  Station  in  an  in- 
trenched position  covering  the  .pon- 
toon bridge,  the  railroad  bridge  hav- 
ing been  destroyed.  The  position  was 
first  held  by  General  Hays'  brigade 
and  four  gnns,  to  which  was  subse- 
(piently  added  General  Hoke's  bri- 
gade under  Colonel  A.  C.  Godwin, 
the  whole  force  numbering  about 
2,500  men.  Lee  had  destroyed  the 
railroad  from  Bristoe  Station  to  the 
Rappahannock  but  Meade  rapidly  re- 
paired and  rebuilt  the  broken  road, 
by  November  2  completing  it  as  far 
as  Warrenton  Junction.  Supplies 
were  rapidly  brought  forward  and  on 
the  morning  of  November  7  Meade 
advanced  to  cross  the  Rappahannock. 
The  Union  army  moved  in  two  col- 
umns, General  French,  commanding 
the  right  wing,  moving  upon  Kelly's 
Ford,  five  miles  below  Rappahannock 
Station,  while  General  Sedgwick  with 
the  5th  and  6th  corps  moved  along 
the  line  of  the  railroad,  forming  line 
about  midday  ^vithin  one  and  a  half 
miles  of  Rappahannock  Station  with 
the  right  of  the  5th  corps  and  the  left 
of  the  6th  coi-ps  on  the  railroad.  The 
Confederate  position  was  then  recon- 
noitered  and  a  plan  of  attack  formu- 
lated. The  Confederate  works  con- 
sisted of  two  redoubts  connected  by  a 
chain  of  rifle-pits  and  a  further  line 
of  rifle-pits  ran  from  the  left  redoubt 
to  the  river  and  some  distance  along 
it.  The  5th  corps  was  to  gain  the 
river  bank  on  the  left,  while  the  6th 
was  to  cross  on  the  right  so  as  to 
establish  a  battery  of  artillery  on  a 
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range  of  liigli  ground  in  front  of  the 
works  and  drive  the  Confederates 
from  thoni.  Both  corps  did  their 
work  well.  The  artillery  was  put  into 
]H)sition  but  at  dusk  no  impression 
liad  been  made,  the  Confederate  guns 
had  not  been  silenced  nor  had  the  in- 
fantry been  driven  from  the  work. 
General  Russell,  temporarily  in  com- 
mand of  Wright's  division  of  the  6th 
corps,  was  then  ordered  to  make  an 
assault.  Artillery  fire  was  kept  up; 
Russell  led  parts  of  EUmaker's  and 
Upton's  brigades  (-,117  men)  and 
under  a  heavy  musketry  and  canister 
fire  captured  the  works,  1,303  officers 
and  men,  4  guns,  1,225  stand  of  arms 
and  7  battle  flags.  Hays  himself  sur- 
rendered but  afterward  with  nearly 
100  of  his  own  men  and  about  130  of 
Hoke's  escaped  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness. The  Union  loss  was  413  killed 
and  wounded  and  6  missing,  while 
Lee's  loss  was  6  killed,  39  wounded 
and  1,629  captured  or  missing.  Mean- 
while French  with  two  corps  had 
forced  a  passage  at  Kelly's  Ford,  five 
miles  below.  The  advance  of  the  3d 
corps  crossed  with  a  loss  of  36  killed 
and  wounded,  the  Confederate  loss 
being  64  killed  and  wounded  and  295 
captured.  Accordingly  Lee  abandoned 
his  design  of  attacking  French  and 
fell  back  during  the  night  to  Moun- 
tain Run.  Meade  crossed  the  remain- 
der of  his  army  over  the  Rappahan- 
nock on  the  8th  and  concentrated  his 
army  of  70,000  men  in  the  vicinity 
of  Brandy  Station,  while  Lee  with 
50,000  men  withdrew  beyond  the  Rap- 


idan  with  an  intrenched  line,  the  left 
of  which  covered  some  of  the  forts 
of  the  x-iver,  the  right  being  perpen- 
dicular to  it  and  extending  to  Bart- 
lett's  Mill  on  :\Iine  Run.* 

A  fortnight  passed  away  in  com- 
parative inactivity.  On  November  2() 
Meade  began  his  Mine  Run  campaign 
by  sending  the  1st,  5th  and  2d  corps  to 
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cross  the  Bapidan  at  Culpepor  and 
Germanna  Ford  and  the  3d  and  6th 
corps  to  cross  at  Jacob's  Mill.  After 
crossing,  all  five  corps  were  to  con- 
verge upon  the  old  turnpike  and  plank 
road  near  Robertson's  Tavern,  both 


*  Ofprial  Records,  vnl.  xxxvi.;  Ilumphrpys,  From. 
Gettysburg  to  the  Rnpidnn;  liutilrs  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  81,  S;')-8,S:  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  242-24.') ;  Confederate  Mill- 
tnrii  Histori/,  vol.  iv.,  p.  2ir)  ct  scq. 
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leading  to  Orange  Connt  Honse,  and 
turn  Lee's  right.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the 
27th  the  '2d  corjDs  reached  Eobertson's 
Tavern  where  it  found  itself  con- 
fronted by  a  considerable  portion  of 
Ewell's  corps  Avhich  Lee  had  huj.*ried 
there.  Accordingly  orders  were  issued 
that  the  2d  corps  should  remain  on 
the  defensive  until  the  3d  and  6tli 
corps  came  up  on  the  right.  On  dis- 
covering Meade's  movement  Lee  had 
ordered  Early  in  command  of  Ewell's 
corps  to  move  to  the  right,  and  it  was 
a  part  of  this  command  which  con- 
fronted the  2d  corps  at  Eobertson's 
Tavern.  Johnson's  division  was  mov- 
ing in  the  same  direction  when  it 
struck  the  3d  coi*ps  at  Payne's  Farm 
and  a  battle  ensued  which  so  delayed 
Meade's  campaign  that  it  resulted  in 
failure.  In  this  engagement  the  loss 
was  125  killed,  747  wounded  and  71 
missing,  while  the  total  Confederate 
loss  was  545.  During  the  day  the  2d 
corps  advanced  some  distance  beyond 
Robertson's  Tavern  and  at  night  was 
reinforced  by  the  1st  corps.  The  5th 
corps,  which  had  supported  Gregg's 
cavalry  division  in  an  engagement  at 
Parker's  Store  on  the  Orange  plank 
road,  was  brought  over  to  support  the 
2d  and  the  next  morning  the  3d  and 
6th  corps  came  up  on  the  right  of  the 
2d.  On  the  28th  Meade  advanced  to 
the  attack  but  on  driving  in  the 
Confederate  pickets  ascertained  that 
Ewell's  corps  had  fallen  back.  Meade 
set  out  in  pursuit  and  lafter  a  march 
of  two  miles  found  Ewell  in  position 
on  the  west  side  of  Mine  Run  with 


A.  P.  Hill  on  Ewell's  right  covering 
the  Orange  plank  road.  It  was  after 
dark  when  the  24th  with  part  of  the 
3d  fronted  this  position.  Meade  then 
sent  Warren  with  the  2d  corps  and  a 
di\'ision  of  the  6th  to  attack  and  turn 
Lee 's  right  flank.  The  29th  was  spent 
in  reconnoitering  and  demonstrations 
while  Avaiting  for  Warren's  move- 
ment. Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  AYarren  started  from  Robert- 
son's Tavern,  drove  in  A.  P.  Hill's 
skirmishers  and  late  in  the  day  re- 
ported to  Meade  that  Hill's  position 
could  be  carried  by  attack.  Sedg- 
wick, too,  thought  that  there  were 
some  weak  points  on  Lee's  left  and 
accordingly  Meade  ordered  an  attack 
for  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  right 
and  centre  to  o]peu  at  8  o'clock  with 
artillery,  while  Warren  was  to  make 
a  simultaneous  assault  followed  at  9 
o'clock  by  Sedgwick  with  an  assault 
iipon  Lee's  left  with  five  divisions  of 
the  5tli  and  6th  corps.  Two  di\asions 
of  the  3d  corps  were  added  to  War- 
ren's force,  thus  increasing  his  com- 
mand to  six  divisions  of  26,000  men. 
At  8  0  'clock  the  batteries  on  the  right 
and  centre  opened  a  furious  tire,  the 
skirmishers  of  the  1st  and  3d  corps 
had  crossed  Mine  Run  and  driven 
in  the  Confederate  skirmishers,  and 
Sedgwick  was  just  beginning  his  as- 
sault when  a  dispatch  was  received 
from  Warren  stating  that  an  attack 
would  result  in  disaster.  Meade  rode 
over  to  Warren,  concurred  in  War- 
ren's view,  and  countermanded  the 
forward  movement.     It  was  now  out 
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of  the  question  to  send  Sedgwick 
alone  against  the  right  and  the  armies 
remained  confronting  each  other  all 
that  day.  Meade  tried  to  arrange  for 
an  attack  later  in  the  day  but  found  it 
impracticable.  The  positions  of  the 
two  armies  remained  practically  un- 
changed the  next  day,  but  on  Decem- 
ber 1,  acknowledging  his  campaign  to 
have  been  a  failure,  Meade  withdrew 
to  his  former  position  beyond  the 
Rapidan.  During  the  Mine  Run  cam- 
paign from  November  26  to  Decem- 
ber 2  the  Union  loss  was  173  killed, 
1,099  wounded  and  381  missing.  The 
Confederate  loss  was  110  killed,  570 
wounded  and  65  missing.* 

After  Mine  Run  the  army  went  into 
winter  quarters  and  the  next  few 
months  were  spent  in  monotonous 
camp  life,  the  only  reUef  being  forag- 
ing excursions,  the  most  important 
of  which  was  a  cavalry  expedition 
through  Virginia  under  command  of 
General  Kilpatrick.  On  the  morning 
of  February  6, 1864,  General  I.  J.  Wis- 
tar  with  2,200  cavalry  and  4,000  in- 
fantry left  Williamsburg  to  make  a 
dash  on  Richmond  and  release  the 
Union  prisoners  there.  The  cavalry 
advance  arrived  at  Bottom's  Bridge 
on  the  Chickahominy  about  13  miles 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxix. ;  Peiiiivpacker,  Ufe 
of  General  ileade;  Bache,  Life  of  Meade;  B.  R. 
Meade,  Life  of  Meade;  the  biographies  of  Lee  pre- 
viously mentioned:  Humphreys,  From  Gettyslnirej 
to  the  Rapidan;  Powell,  Ilistorj/  of  the  5th  Army 
Corps:  \\a\keT,  History  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p.  89  et  seq.; 
Nieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp. 
245-2.51;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  427-428. 


from  Richmond  at  daylight  of  Feb- 
ruary 7  and  found  the  Confederates 
in  foi'ce  under  General  Eppa  Hunton 
and  reinforcements  coming  up  by  rail- 
road from  Richmond.      The  cavalry 
charged  one  of  the  fords  and  was  re- 
pulsed by  canister  fire  with  some  loss, 
which    compelled    Wistar    to    desist 
from  further  effort  and  return  to  Wil- 
liamsburg.    To  cover  this  movement 
and  divert  Lee's  attention  from  it,  the 
cavalry  and  two  corps  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  made  a  demonstration 
on  the  6th  upon  Lee's  army  at  Mor- 
ton's Ford,  the  demonstration  contin- 
uing on  the  7th  with  considerable  loss. 
It  was  then  determined  to  make  an- 
other dash  on  Richmond  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distributing  Lincoln's  amnesty 
proclamation  and  liberating  the  Union 
prisoners  in  the  city  and  at  Belle  Isle. 
The  expedition  was  to  be  under  com- 
mand of  General  Kilpatrick,  who  on 
the  night  of  February  4,  1864,  with 
4,000  men  and  a  battery  of  artillery 
marched  from  Stevensburg,  crossed 
the  Rapidan  at  Ely's  Ford  and  moved 
swnftly  to  Spotsylvania  Court  House. 
At  this  place  on  the  29th  Colonel  Ulric 
Dahlgren,  son  of  the  admiral,  \vith.  500 
men  was  detached  from  the  column  to 
cross  James  River  and  enter  Rich- 
mond from  the  south.    Kilpatrick  con- 
tinued his  course  to  a  point  five  miles 
from  Richmond  which  was  reached  on 
the  morning  of  March  1.     Belie\'ing 
that  only  a  small  force  of  infantry 
occupied   the  intrenchments,   Kilpat- 
rick attacked  and  drove  in  the  pickets 
but  then  found  himself  confronted  by 
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500  men  and  six  guns.  Aocordingly 
he  withdrew  to  Atlee  Station,  north 
of  the  Chickahominy,  and  went  into 
camj)  tliere,  but  was  attacked  during 
the  night  hj  the  cavalry  of  Wade 
Hampton  and  Bradley  T.  Johnson. 
Tlie  camp  of  one  of  the  brigades  was 
captured  and  Kilpatrick,  retreating, 
was  followed  down  the  peninsula  and 
Ihe  next  day  was  joined  by  about  300 
of  Dahlgren's  men  near  Tunstall's 
Station.  On  the  night  of  March  2  he 
reached  Williamsbiarg. 

Meanwhile  Dahlgren  had  moved 
from  Spotsylvania  Court  House  across 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  to 
James  River  near  Goochland  Court 
House  Avhere  he  expected  to  cross  the 
river,  release  the  prisoners  at  Belle 
Isle  and,  after  entering  Richmond 
from  the  south,  to  unite  with  Kilpat- 
rick on  the  morning  of  March  1.  He 
was  unable  to  find  a  ford,  however, 
and  marched  bv  the  north  bank  of  the 


river,  approached  Richmond  late  in 
the  afternoon  and  found  himself  con- 
fronted by  a  body  of  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry with  which  he  skirmished  until 
night,  and  then  withdrew.  In  the 
darkness  his  column  became  broken, 
Dahlgren  with  less  than  100  men 
going  in  one  direction,  while  IMitchell 
of  the  2d  New  York  cavalry  who  had 
been  assigned  to  command  the  rear 
guard  went  in  another  direction. 
About  300  of  Dahlgren's  men  under 
Mitchell  joined  Kilpatrick  at  Tun- 
stall's Station,  but  Dahlgren  crossed 
the  Pamunkey  at  Hanovertown  and 
the  Mattapony  at  Aylett's  Ford,  and 
about  midnight  of  March  2  fell  into 
an  ambush  and  was  killed.  Many 
others  were  killed  and  wounded  and 
the  balance  were  captured.  Of  the 
500  men  who  set  out  with  Dahlgren  61 
were  killed  and  wounded  and  138  cap- 
tured. Kitpatrick's  loss,  including 
Dahlgren's,  was  about  350.* 


CHAPTEE    XXXIV. 
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OLUSTEE  :  THE  RED  RIVER  AND  THE  SOUTH. 

Gillmore's  expedition  to  Florida  —  Seymour's  defeat  at  Olustee  —  Franklin's  defeat  at  Sabine  Pass  —  The 
engagement  at  Stirling's  Plantation  on  Bayou  Fordoche  —  Beginning  of  the  Red  River  campaign  —  The 
Union  defeats  at  Marks'  Mills  and  Jenkins'  Ferry  —  The  actions  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Grove  and 
Pleasant  Hill  —  Banks'  retreat  to  Alexandria  —  The  saving  of  Porter's  fleet  by  Bailey  —  The  engagement 
at  Yellow  Bayou  and  Banks'  retreat  from  Alexandria  —  Forrest's  raid  in  Tennessee  —  The  Fort  Pillow 
massacre  —  The  battles  at  Price's  Cross  Roads  or  Guntown  and  Tupelo  or  Harrisburg. 


Early  in  the  winter  of  1863-1864 
General  Gillmore,  commanding  the 
Department  of  the  South,  determined 
to  send  an  expedition  to  Florida  to 
cut  oft'  the  Confederate  supplies,  to 
procure  an  outlet  for  cotton,  lumber 


and  other  productions  of  the  country, 
and  to  collect  recruits  for  the  army 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxiii. ;  Humphreys, 
From  Gettyshiirg  to  the  Rapidan;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  95-06.  On  Dahlgren's  at- 
tempt see  Southern  Historical  Papers,  vol.  iii.,  pp. 
2in-221  and  vol.  xiii.,  pp.  516-559. 
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from  among  the  negroes.  He  planned 
also  to  bring  Florida  back  into  the 
Union  in  accordance  with  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  December  8, 
1863,  which  plan  in  time  came  to  be 
regarded  by  the  opponents  of  the  Ad- 
ministration as  the  sole  purpose  of 
the  expedition.*  At  the  same  time 
Lincoln  sent  Major  John  Hay  from 
Washington  to  Fernandina  and  other 
points  in  Florida  to  extend  to  the  citi- 
zens of  that  State  an  opportunity  to 
sign  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  enrol 
themselves  as  loyal  citizens. 

The  expedition  to  Florida  was  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  Gen- 
eral Truman  Seymour.      On  Febru- 
ary 5,  1864,  General  Gillmore  ordered 
Seymour  to  embark  about  6,000  men 
in  transports  at  Hilton  Head  and  sail 
for  Jacksonville,  Florida.     The  trans- 
ports were  accompanied  by  five  gun- 
boats   under    command    of    Admiral 
Dahlgren.     Se^^nour  arrived  at  Jack- 
sonville on  the  7th,  dispersed  a  small 
guard  and  occupied  the  place.      On 
the  afternoon  of  the  8th  Colonel  Guy 
Y.  Henry  with  cavalry  and  mounted 
infantry  moved  out  about  eight  miles 
and    late   in    the    evening    surprised 
about  350  cavalry  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  McCormick  at  Camp  Finegan. 
He  then  marched  for  Baldwin,  almost 
20  miles  from  Jacksonville,  where  he 
arrived  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th    and    captured    another    gun   to- 
gether with  a  considerable  quantity 
of  cotton.     Gillmore  himself  arrived 
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at  Baldwin  on  February  9  and  after 
a  full  understanding  with  Seymour, 
as  he  thought,  returned  to  Jackson- 
ville, from  which  place  he  telegraphed 
to  Seymour  on  the  11th  not  to  risk 
a  repulse  in  advancing  on  Lake  City 
but  to  hold  Sanderson's  unless  there 
were  reasons  for  faUing  back.      He 
reiterated  his  orders  to  concentrate 
at  Baldwin  and  then  went  back  to  Hil- 
ton Head.     On  the  18th,  however,  he 
received  a  letter  from  Seymour  an- 
nouncing his  intention  of  moving  to 
the  Suwannee  River  without  supplies 
and  asking  for   a   demonstration   of 
the  army  and  another  in  the  Savannah 
River  to  assist  his  movement.   Amazed 
at    Sepnour's    letter    Gillmore    per- 
emptorily ordered  him  to  restrict  him- 
self to  holchng  Baldwin  and  the  south 
fork  of  the  St.  Mary's  River  and  oc- 
cupying Palatka  and  Magnolia.     Gill- 
more's   letter,   however,    arrived   too 
late. 

On  the  10th  a  portion  of  Henry's 
force  was  sent  forward  to  Sander- 
son's where  a  quantity  of  commissary 
stores  were  found  in  flames,  the 
enemy  having  retired  to  Lake  City. 
Henry  then  advanced  to  that  place, 
where  on  the  11th  he  had  a  skirmish 
with  the  Confederates  and  under  Sey- 
mour's order  fell  back  to  Barber's  at 
the  south  fork  of  the  St.  Mary's,  Sey- 
mour concentrating  there  his  entire 
command.  On  the  20th  the  troops 
started  from  Barber's  with  the  inten- 
tion of  marching  on  Lake  City,  and 
then,  if  successful,  of  destroying  the 
railroad  communication  between  east 
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and  west  Florida  on  the  Suwannee 
River.      Seymour   had    the    mounted 
brigade  of  Colonel  Henry,  the  three 
infantry  brigades  of  Colonels  J.  R. 
Hawley,    W.    B.    Barton    and    James 
Montgomery   and   three   batteries   of 
artillery,    in    all    about    5,500    men 
and  16  guns.    When  Seymour  landed 
at  Jacksonville,  General  Joseph  Fine- 
gan,  the  Confederate  commander  in 
east    Florida,    had    an    insignificant 
force    to    oppose    him,    but    by    the 
13th    had    collected    at    Lake    City 
about  4,600  infantry,  600  cavalry  and 
three  batteries  of  12  guns.      Colonel 
C.    Smith    commanded    the    cavalry, 
General  A.  H.   Colquitt  and  Colonel 
G.  P.  Harrison  the  two  infantry  bri- 
gades.    Thirteen  miles  east  of  Lake 
City    Finegan    threw    up    defensive 
works  a  short  distance  east  of  Olustee 
Station,   crossing  the   railroad  with 
Ids  left  near  Ocean  Pond  and  his  right 
near  a  bay  or  jungle.     Colonel  Henry 
struck  Smith's  pickets  about  3  p.  m. 
Two  companies  of  the  7th  Connecticut 
of  Hawley 's  brigade  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers  and  drove  the  Confed- 
erate pickets   back   upon   their   sup- 
ports,   which    at    once    opened    fire. 
Elder's    battery    was    then    pushed 
forward  for  similar  action.     The  rest 
of     the    7th     Connecticut     was     de- 
ployed   and    developed    the    Confed- 
erate position   and   Henry's   cavalry 
was    disposed    on    the    flanks.      Sey- 
mour   massed    his    artillery    in    the 
centre  and  sent  the  7th  New  Hamp- 
shire to  turn  the  Confederate  left  but, 
meeting  a  heavy  and  deadly  fire,  the 


regiment  broke  in  disorder  and  was 
rallied  only  with  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty, taking  part  in  the  action  at  a 
later  hour.      The  8th  United  States 
colored  infantry  became  hotly  engaged 
at  the  left  and  after  half  its  men  had 
fallen  the  remainder  retreated  in  dis- 
order.    Colquitt's  men  then  advanced 
and  delivered  an  effective  fire  upon 
the    artillery;    Barton's    and    Mont- 
gomery's brigades  were  also  brought 
up  and  gradually  drove  the  Confed- 
erate line  back.     Meanwhile  Finegan 
had  sent  every  possible  reinforcement 
to  Colquitt  so  that  on  both  sides  the 
entire  forces  except  the  cavalry  were 
desperately  engaged.      The   struggle 
continued  until  dusk  when  Seymour 
withdrew,  abandoning  his  dead  and 
wounded  and  five  guns.     He  was  pur- 
sued about  two  miles  that  day  and 
fell  back  to  Sanderson's  and  thence 
to  St.  Mary's  and  Jacksonville.     The 
Union    loss    was    203    killed,    1,152 
wounded  and  506  missing.     The  Con- 
federate    loss    was     93    killed,     847 
wounded  and  6  missing.*     This  mis- 
adventure temporarily  put  an  end  to 
the  attempt  to  occupy  Florida.     Jack- 
sonville was  held  by  the  Union  troops 
and  various  minor  raids  were  made 
from  that  point,  but  no  important  mili- 
tary operations   took  place   and  the 
propoised  reconstruction  of  the  State 
government    was    abandoned.      Gill- 
more  was  soon  afterward  sent  to  take 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxv.;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iv.,  pp.  76-80;  William  E.  Furness,  The 
Battle  of  Olustee,  Florida,  February  30.  ISS.'t 
(1912);  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  283-285;  vol.  xi.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  r,6-81. 


FRANKLIN'S  DEFEAT  AT  SABINE  PASS. 


413 


part  in  the  Virginia  campaign  then 
opening  and  Seymour  went  north 
where  he  later  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness.* 

In  the  summer  of  1863  the  situation 
in  Mexico  was  so  threatening  that 
Seward  thought  it  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  the  United  States  au- 
thority be  reestablished  at  some  point 
in  Texas.  General  Banks  was  anxious 
to  capture  Mobile  but  was  instructed 
to  hoist  the  flag  at  some  point  in 
Texas  with  the  least  possible  delay.f 
Therefore  he  fitted  out  an  expedition 
to  make  a  lodgment  in  Texas  at  Sa- 
bine City,  on  Sabine  Pass,  the  outlet 
from  Sabine  Lake  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico^  and  the  termiims  of  a  railroad 
penetrating  Texas  and  making  con- 
nection with  Houston,  the  capital  of 
the  State. 

General  W.  B.  Franklin  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  advance  of  the  expedi- 
tion consisting  of  5,000  men,  mth  in- 
sitruotions  to  land  a  few  miles  below 
Sabine  Pass,  move  upon  the  Confed- 
erate works  commanding  it,  and,  if 
practicable,  to  seize  Beaumont  on  the 
railroad  to  Houston.  Four  light- 
draught  gunboats  in  command  of 
Lieutenant  Crocker  formed  part  of 
the  expedition,  w^hich  sailed  from  New 
Orleans  on  September  4, 18G3.  Frank- 
lin disregarded  his  instructions  to 
land  10  or  12  miles  below  Sabine  Pass 
and  on  Crocker's  representation  that 
he  could  silence  the  Confederate  works 


in  the  Pass  he  and  Crocker  arranged 
for  the  gunboats  to  make  a  direct  at- 
tack upon  the  works,  dislodge  the 
garrison,  seize  or  drive  away  the  two 
Confederate  gunboats  and  then  land 
the  troops.  From  the  army  150  sharp- 
shooters were  distributed  in  four  gun- 
boats. The  expedition  arrived  at  the 
Pass  on  the  7th  and  at  6  a.  m.  the  next 
morning  the  Clifton  stood  in  the  bay 
and  opened  on  the  fort,  but  evoked  no 
return  fire.  At  3:30  in  the  after- 
noon the  Sachem,  followed  by  the 
Arizona,  advanced  up  the  eastern 
channel  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  fort 
while  the  Clifton,  followed  by  the 
Granite  City,  moved  up  the  west- 
ern channel,  brtt  still  no  reply  was 
made  to  the  gunboats  until  they  were 
abreast  of  the  fort  when  the  Confed- 
erates o,pened  fire  with  eight  guns. 
The  fire  was  immediately  returned 
but  the  Clifton  and  Sachem  were 
struck  in  their  boilers  and  thus  ren- 
dered useless,  their  officers  and  creAvs 
together  with  90  sharpshooters  who 
were  aboard  being  captured  by  the 
Confederates.  Franklin  made  no 
serious  attempt  to  land  his  troops  but 
immediately  returned  to  New  Orleans, 
having  lost  two  gunboats  with  their 
15  heavy  guns,  nearly  50  killed  and 
wounded  and  over  200  prisoners, 
among  them  Lieutenant  Crocker.  Not 
a  Confederate  was  hurt.* 

Almost  simultaneously  another  ex- 
pedition was  sent  out.     On  Septem- 


*  For  Greeley's  opinion  of  tlie  battle  at  Olustee 
see  his  Ainerican  Vonjlict.  vol.  ii..  p.  532. 
t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvi.,  pt.  1.,  p.  672. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvi. ;  Pollard,  Third 
Year  of  the  War,  p.  165;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.   iii..  [).  i>7\.  and  vol.   iv.,  p.  34.5. 
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ber  5, 1863,  General  Herron's  division 
of  the  13th  corps  of  General  Banks' 
army  embarked  on  transports  at  Car- 
rollton,  Louisiana,  and  sailed  up  the 
Mississippi  to  disperse  a  Confederate 
force  under  General  Richard  Taylor 
wliich  was  then  on  the  west  side  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  seriously 
endangering  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  The  expedition  arrived  at  Mor- 
gan 's  Bend  on  the  7th  and  during  the 
next  few  days  skirmished  with  the 
enemy  near  the  Atchaf  alaya.  On  the 
12th  the  cavalry  was  again  sent  to  the 
front  to  feel  the  enemy  and  the  19th 
Iowa,  the  26th  Indiana  and  two  guns 
were  dispatched  seven  miles  to  the 
vicinity  of  Atchafalaya  Bayou  to 
picket  the  country  and  support  the 
cavalry  ^ — all  being  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  B.  Leake  of 
the  20th  Iowa.  After  a  skirmish  with 
the  Confederates  Leake  fell  back  to 
Stirling's  Plantation  on  Bayou  For- 
doche,  about  six  miles  from  Mor- 
ganza,  from  which  point  small  parties 
were  sent  out  daily  to  skirmish 
with  the  Confederates.  On  the  night 
of  the  18th  Genei-al  Thomas  Green 
with  a  brigade  of  Confederate  cav- 
alry, a  brigade  of  mounted  infantry 
and  a  battery  crossed  the  Atchafalaya 
and  by  different  routes  reached  the 
rear  and  flanks  of  Leake's  command. 
By  noon  of  the  19th  Green  fell  upon 
Leake's  unsuspecting  command,  drove 
his  cavalry  from  the  field  and  engaged 
in  a  desperate  fight  with  the  infantry. 
Attacked  on  all  sides,  however,  the 
latter   were    soon    overpowered    and 


captured  with  two  guns.  The  Union 
loss  was  16  killed,  45  wounded,  in- 
cluding Leake,  and  454  missing  or 
captured.  The  Confederate  loss  was 
26  killed  and  85  wounded.* 

These  expeditions  having  failed, 
Banks  determined  to  occupy  the  coun- 
try at  the  mouths  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
He  organized  a  small  force  under  com- 
mand of  General  N.  J.  T.  Dana  which, 
accompanied  by  three  naval  vessels, 
sailed  from  New  Orleans  on  October 
26,  1863,  and  on  November  2  landed 
at  Brazos  de  Santiago.  The  next  day 
a  small  force  of  Confederates  was 
driven  away,  on  the  6th  the  Union 
troops  occupied  Brownsville,  next 
moved  northward  along  the  coast  in 
the  direction  of  Galveston,  on  the  Sth 
reached  Point  Isabelle  and  then  were 
transported  to  Mustang  Island  be- 
tween Corpus  Christi  Bay  and  the 
Gulf.  The  Confederate  works  guard- 
ing Aransas  Pass  were  carried  by 
the  troops  under  General  T.  E.  G. 
Ransom  and  the  whole  force,  now  un- 
der command  of  General  C.  'C.  Wash- 
burn, moved  upon  Pass  Cavallo  com- 
manding the  entrance  to  Matagorda 
Bay  which  was  defended  by  a  strong 
fortification  called  Fort  Esperanza. 
The  investment  of  this  work  was  be- 
gun but  on  November  30,  before  it 
was  complete  the  Confederates  evacu- 
ated it.  Thus  a  large  portion  of 
Texas  came  under  the  Union  flag  but 
the  strong  Confederate  works  at  Gal- 
veston and  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos 
still  confronted  Banks  and  he  thought 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxvi. 
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that  to  attack  them  successfully  it 
would  be  necessary  to  inarch  inland 
and  make  an  approach  from  the  rear. 

Not  wishing  to  undertake  this  with- 
out authority  he  requested  permission 
from  Washington  but  Halleck  did  not 
favor  the  expedition,  suggesting  in- 
stead that  a  movement  be  made  on 
the  Red  River.  Accordingly  Banks 
acquiesced  in  Ilalleck's  plan  and  in- 
trusted the  arrangements  of  the  ex- 
pedition to  General  W.  B.  Franklin. 
Franklin  was  to  move  from  the  Teche 
on  March  5,  was  to  reach  Alexandria 
on  the  17th  and  cooperate  with  a 
strong  fleet  under  Admiral  Porter. 
Porter  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Red  River  on  March  7  with  a  fleet 
of  15  ironclads  and  4  light  steamers 
and  there  was  joined  a  f  cav  days  later 
by  transports  from  Vicksburg  carry- 
ing four  divisions  of  Sherman 's  army 
under  General  A.  J.  Smith  and  the 
marine  brigade  of  Colonel  Ellet. 

A  part  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign 
was  that  General  Steele  with  an  army 
of  15,000  men  should  move  from  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  southward  to  cooper- 
ate with  Banks'  expedition,  the  ob- 
jective point  being  Shreveport.  On 
March  23,  1864,  Steele  started  from 
Little  Rock  vAih  8,000  men  and  on  the 
21st  General  Thayer  with  5,000  men 
left  Fort  Smith  to  join  Steele  at  Arka- 
delphia,  and  Colonel  Powell  Clayton 
with  a  small  cavalry  force  marched 
from  Pine  Blui¥  in  the  direction  of 
Camden  which  was  Steele's  first  ob- 
jective. Steele  reached  Ai-kadelphia 
on  the  28th,  met  Thayer  near  Elkins' 


Ferry  on  the  Little  Missouri  and  after 
several  sharp  skirmishes  with  the 
Confederates  under  Price  flanked 
that  officer  out  of  Camden  on  April 
15  and  occupied  it.  Here  he  learned 
that  Banks  had  been  defeated  on 
Red  River  and  was  retreating.  More- 
over, E.  Kirby  Smith,  who  had  been 
oj^posing  Banks,  had  marched  with 
8,000  men  and  14  guns  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  Price  to  crush  Steele.  The 
latter  was  too  strongly  intrenched  at 
Camden  to  be  attacked  but  the  Con- 
federates nearly  surrounded  him  and 
cut  off  and  captured  his  forage  trains. 
On  April  23  a  train  of  240  wagons 
escorted  by  1,200  infantry,  400  cav- 
alry and  5  guns,  all  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  M.  Drake  of 
the  77th  Ohio  infantry,  started  for 
Pine  Bluff  to  procure  supplies  for 
Steele's  army,  but  when  at  Marks' 
Mills  on  the  Camden  and  Pine  Bluff 
road,  about  eight  miles  distant  from 
Saline  River,  was  attacked  on  the 
front  and  rear  by  3,000  cavalry, 
mounted  infantry  and  two  batteries 
under  General  Fagan.  After  a  hard 
fight  of  more  than  three  hours,  during 
which  Drake  was  severely  wounded 
and  lost  250  in  killed  and  wounded, 
the  entire  train  together  ■\\ith  the 
guns  and  the  greater  part  of  the  cav- 
alry and  infantry  were  captured,  only 
about  300  escaping.  Incomplete  Con- 
federate returns  show  a  loss  of  41 
killed,  108  wounded  and  144  missing.* 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxiv. ;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iv.,  p.  373;  Confederate  Military  History, 
vol.  ix..  pt.  ii.,  pp.  164-165;  vol.  X.,  pt.  ii.,  pp. 
2.5.3-261. 
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When  Steele  learned  of  this  dis- 
aster he  immediately  abandoned  the 
idea  of  joining  Banks  and  decided  to 
fall  back  to  the  Arkansas  River.  On 
the  29th  he  reached  Jenkins'  Ferry 
on  the  Saline  Eiver.  The  river  was 
much  swollen  and  only  a  part  of 
Steele's  army  had  succeeded  in  cross- 
ing when  Smith  and  Price  launched 
their  attack  against  Steele's  rear  bri- 
gade under  command  of  General  S.  A. 
Rice.  Tliis  brigade  yielded  some 
ground,  but  being  rallied  and  sup- 
ported by  a  part  of  Engelmann's  bri- 
gade that  had  not  yet  crossed  the 
river,  it  briskly  engaged  in  a  sanguin- 
ary fight  lasting  the  greater  part  of 
the  day.  Three  Confederate  charges 
were  repulsed  and,  the  Union  line 
advancing,  the  Confederates  fell  back 
without  trying  to  renew  the  tight. 
Steele  then  crossed  the  river  without 
further  molestation  and  moved  leis- 
urely to  Little  Rock  which  he  readied 
on  May  2,  Thayer's  division  being 
sent  back  to  Fort  Smith.  The  Union 
loss  at  Jenkins'  Ferry  was  63  killed, 
413  wounded  and  45  missing,  while 
the  Confederates  lost  86  killed,  356 
wounded  and  1  missing.* 

Meanwliile  Banks  had  begun  his 
movement.  General  Smith's  forces 
advanced,  attacked,  and  on  March 
14,  in  conjunction  with  the  navy, 
captured  Fort  DeRussy  on  the  Red 
Eiver   together   with    283    prisoners, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxiv. ;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iv.,  p.  374  et  seg.;  Confederate  Military 
Bistory,  vol.  ix.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  165-168;  vol.  x.,  pt. 
ii.,  pp.  264-269. 


10  guns  and  many  small  arms,  the 
Confederate  covering  force  of  3,500 
men  under  General  Walker,  after 
burning  two  steamboats  and  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cotton,  re- 
treating up  the  river.  On  the  19th 
Franklin  reached  Alexandria  and  was 
joined  by  Banks  on  the  24th  but  the, 
entire  column  did  not  close  up  until 
the  26th.  Meanwhile  General  Mower 
with  three  brigades  of  Smith's  divi- 
sion and  a  cavalry  brigade  of  the  19th 
corps  marched  from  Alexandria  on 
the  21st  for  Henderson  Hill,  25  miles 
to  the  west  surprised  the  2d  Louisiana 
cavalry  and  with  slight  loss  captured 
250  men,  about  the  same  number  of 
horses  and  4  guns.  Near  Alexandria 
the  fleet  came  to  a  series  of  rapids 
and  the  water  was  so  low  that  the 
ironclads  could  not  run  up  them;  Imt 
after  a  week's  hard  labor  the  lighter 
ones  were  carried  over.  The  trans- 
ports which  could  not  pass  then  re- 
turned to  Vicksburg  and  with  them 
3,000  men  under  Colonel  Ellet.  The 
withdrawal  of  the  transports  made  it 
necessary  to  establish  a  base  at  Alex- 
andria and  the  use  of  a  wagon  train 
to  carry  supplies,  and  it  was  also 
necessary  to  leave  a  guard  of  nearly 
4,000  under  General  Grover  to  pro- 
tect the  place.  General  Franklin  with 
the  main  cohtmn  advanced  on  the  road 
running  west  of  and  parallel  to  the 
river  to  Natchitoches  about  80  miles 
above  Alexandria;  this  he  reached  on 
April  3  to  be  'joined  there  by  A.  J. 
Smith's  column  which,  accompanied 
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by  Porter's  fleet,  had  come  to  Grand 
Ecore,  four  miles  from  Natchitoches. 
At  this  time  Banks'  army  consisted 
of  two  divisions  of  the  13th  corps 
under  General  T.  E.  G.  Ransom,  five 
brigades  of  the  16th  corps  under  Gen- 
eral A.  J.  Smith,  three  brigades  of 
the  19th  corps  under  General  W.  H. 
Emory,  Colonel  Dickey's  brigade  of 
colored  troops  under  General  Frank- 
lin, General  A.  L.  Lee 's  four  brigades 
of  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry  and 
Captain  Closson's  small  artillery  re- 
serve, the  whole  force  numbering  on 
March  31,  25,735  officers  and  men  with 
about  65  guns.  Lee's  cavalry  force 
of  4,500  men  had  pushed  out  west- 
ward about  12  miles  and  on  April  2 
struck  the  Confederate  cavalry,  drove 
it  back  8  miles  and  then  waited  for 
the  general  movement.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  the  onset  began  with' 
Lee's  cavalry  in  advance  followed  by 
two  small  divisions  of  the  13th  corps 
under  Ransom,  by  a  division  of  the 
19th  corps  under  Emory  and  by 
Dickey's  brigade  of  colored  troops. 
The  next  day  A.  J.  Smith  followed 
with  Mower's  division  of  the  16th 
corps.  A  division  of  the  17th  corps, 
1,730  strong,  under  General  T.  Kilby 
Smith,  remained  with  the  transports 
he  having  instructions  to  take  them  to 
Loggy  Bayou  opposite  Springfield 
about  midway  between  Natchitoches 
and  Shreveport,  100  miles  by  the  river 
above  Grand  Ecore  where  he  was  to 
halt  and  communicate  with  the  army 
at  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  54  miles  from 
Grand  Ecore.     Porter,  Smith  and  the 


transports  with  six  gunboats  carrying 
17  guns  started  on  the  7th. 

Lee  had  been  instructed  to  attack 
the  enemy  wherever  found  but  not  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement.  On 
the  7th  he  struck  a  brigade  under 
General  Green  and  drove  it  beyond 
Pleasant  Hill  and  at  Wilson's  Fann 
came  upon  a  strong  force  under  Green. 
Lee  attacked  and  after  a  hard  engage- 
ment of  two  hours  forced  Green  to  St. 
Patrice's  Bayou,  8  miles  from  Pleas- 
ant Hill.  Lee  then  bivouaced  for 
the  night  and  sent  back  for  infantry 
support.  At  daybreak  of  the  8th,  hav- 
ing been  reinforced  by  a  brigade  of 
infantry  under  Colonel  Landram,  Lee 
moved  forward,  drove  the  Confeder- 
ates from  St.  Patrice's  Bayou  and 
gradually  pushed  them  back  of  Sabine 
Cross  Roads  where  he  found  himself 
in  front  of  General  Richard  Taylor's 
army  of  10,000  men  who  were  con- 
cealed in  a  dense  woods  beyond  Sa- 
bine Cross  Roads.  Taylor  knew  that 
Banks'  column  was  stretched  out  on 
a  single  road  for  more  than  20  miles 
and  thought  himself  safe  in  attacking 
the  head  of  it.  Lee  threw  out  a 
strong  skirmish  line  and  waited  for 
Banks'  main  body  to  come  up.  At 
noon  Ransom  arrived  with  a  brigade 
and  formed  his  line  as  well  as  circum- 
stances would  allow.  Soon  afterwards 
Banks  and  his  staff  reached  the  field 
and  sent  back  repeated  orders  to 
Franklin  to  hurry  forward.  After 
heavy  and  continuous  skirmishing 
lasting  until  4 :30  p.  m.,  Taylor  threw 
his  entire  force  against  the  Union  line. 
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Mouton's  division  and  two  brigades 
of  ilismounted  cavalr.v  impetuously 
charged  tbe  Union  right  (Mouton  be- 
ing killed  at  the  first  onset)  wliile 
"Walker's  division  and  a  brigade  on  its 
right  attacked  the  Union  centre  and 
left.  For  nearly  an  hour  4,500  Union 
troopsi  resisted  the  Confederate  on- 
slaught but  were  gradually  forced 
back  with  heavy  loss  to  the  woods  in 
the  rear  of  the  open  space  on  the  cross 
roads.  Meanwhile  Franklin  had  come 
up  with  Cameron's  division  of  the 
13th  corps  and  a  new  line  was  formed 
but  was  immediately  broken  by  heavj' 
attacks  on  both  flanks  and  front.  Soon 
a  panic  set  in ;  the  cavalry  train  of  156 
wagons  was  captured;  Ransom's  10 
guns  together  with  1,000  of  his  men 
were  taken;  Franklin  and  Ransom 
were  wounded;  and  in  spite  of  Banks' 
etTorts  the  whole  Union  axmy  fled  in 
disorder  to  Pleasant  Grove,  three 
miles  from  the  tield  of  battle.  Here 
the  19th  corps  under  Emory  had 
formed  line  on  the  edge  of  a  wood, 
but  this  had  been  scarcely  drawn  up 
when  the  panic  stricken  fugitives 
came  rushing  back  through  it  to  the 
rear.  The  Confederates  were  close 
on  their  heels,  immediately  assaulted 
Emory's  line  and  were  met  with  a 
severe  fire  that  checked  them.  For 
an  hour  and  a  half  the  Confederates 
made  repeated  attempts  to  turn 
Emory's  right  but  were  repulsed  with 
great  loss.  This  action  is  known  as 
the  battle  of  Pleasant  Grove.  The 
Union  loss,  at  Sabine  Cross  Roads  and 
Pleasant  Grove  was  1,050  killed  and 


wounded  and  nearly  1,800  missing, 
while  the  Confederate  loss  was  only 
1,500  killed  and  wounded.* 

Banks  had  been  limited  as  to  time 
in  carrying  out  the  object  of  his 
campaign,  and  as  the  time  was  fast 
expiring  he  concluded  to  abandon 
the  expedition.  He  therefore  gave 
the  order  to  fall  back  on  Pleasant 
Hill  which  was  done  early  on  the 
morning  of  April  9.  On  the  night  of 
the  8th  A.  J.  Smith  with  part  of  his 
command  had  halted  at  Pleasant  Hill 
and  with  less  than  13,000  men  Banks 
formed  a  double  line  —  the  first,  con- 
sisting of  the  19th  corps,  along  a 
thickly  wooded  slope  half  a  mile  west 
of  Pleasant  Hill ;  the  second,  consisting 
of  A.  J.  Smith's  command  and  the  ar- 
tillery, on  a  plateau  in  the  rear.  The 
trains,  preceded  by  Lee's  cavalry  and 
Dickey 's  colored  brigade  and  followed 
by  remnants  of  Ransom's  division, 
were  put  on  the  road  to  Grand  Ecore. 
Reinforced  during  the  night  by  the 
divisions  of  Generals  T.  J.  Churchill 
and  M.  M.  Parsons,  General  Taylor 
had  followed  Banks  very  cautiously 
and  at  noon  his  advance  struck  the 
Union  outposts.  Later  the  artillery 
was  lirought  up  and  opened  fire,  and 
a  demonstration  was  made  on  the 
Union  i-ight.  About  5  o'clock  Taylor 
began  the  attack  by  sending  three 
divisions  against  the  Union  left  flank 
driving  it  back  to  the  cover  of  the 
second  line.    There  the  Confederates 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  352-35.'),  371. 
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were  repulsed  with  great  loss.  Mean- 
while the  Union  right,  though  hard 
pressed,  had  stood  firml^v  until,  the  left 
being  driven  back,  it  was  in  danger 
of  being  surrounded  and  therefore 
gave  ground.  The  Confederates  then 
pressed  on  to  an  attack  on  A.  J.  Smith 
who  held  the  second  line  in  reserve, 
but  Smith's  and  part  of  Emory's  men 
charged  the  Confederates  and  drove 
them  back.  All  the  reserves  were  then 
thrown  into  action  and  the  Confeder- 
ates were  routed,  driven  from  the 
tield  and  pursued  until  dark.  Banks' 
loss  at  Pleasant  Hill  was  150  killed, 
844  wounded  and  375  missing. 
Taylor's  loss  was  about  1,000  killed 
and  wounded  and  nearly  500  missing.* 
During  the  night  the  retreat  was 
resumed  and  Grand  Ecore  was 
reached  on  the  11th.  After  the  close 
of  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  E. 
Kirby  Smith  joined  Taylor  and  de- 
termined to  move  against  General 
Steele  in  Arkansas,  the  result  of  which 
campaign  we  have  already  seen. 
Taylor  mthdrew  his  infantry  to 
Mansfield  on  the  10th  and  11th,  leav- 
ing the  cavalry  under  Green  and  the 
infantry  division  of  2,000  men  under 
C.  J.  Polignac  to  harass  BanJis.  Upon 
his  arrival  at  Grand  Ecore,  Banks 
intrenched,  threw  a  pontoon  bridge 
across  the  river,  sent  part  of  his 
force  to  the  other  side,  and  waited  for 
the  fleet  to  come  down.    Porter  with 


the  gunboats  and  T.  Kilby  Smith  with 
the  transports  started  down  the  liver 
and  on  the  15th,  after  repulsing  an 
attack  on  the  12th  at  Blair's  Landing 
by  Green,  arrived  at  Grand  Ecore, 
then  making  their  way  as  fast  as 
possible  to  Alexandria.  On  the  22d 
Banks  started  from  Grand  Ecore  for 
Alexandria  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
23d,  while  marching  along  Cane  River, 
a  branch  of  the  Red,  was  attacked  at 
Monett's  Perry  by  General  Bee  with 
four  brigades  of  2,000  men  and  4 
batteries.  At  the  same  time  the  Con- 
federate cavalry  under  General  Whar- 
ton and  the  infantry  under  Polignac 
were  harassing  Banks'  rear.  About 
three  miles  above  the  ferry  General 
Birge  with  liis  own  brigade  and  Cam- 
eron's division  of  the  13th  corps,  in 
all  about  5,000  men,  crossed  Cane 
River  and  by  a  difficult  flank  march  of 
several  miles  succeeded  in  occupj-ing 
it  which  rendered  Monett's  Bluff  un- 
tenable. The  Confederates  then  re- 
treated and  left  open  the  road  to  Alex- 
andria. On  the  24tli  Banks  resumed 
his  march  and  without  very  serious 
opposition  entered  Alexandria  on  the 
25th.  During  this  march  of  400  miles 
Banks  had  fought  several  battles  and 
had  lost  289  killed,  1,541  wounded  and 
2,150  missing,  an  aggregate  of  3,980.* 
On  April  28  Banks  received  through 
General  David  Hunter  an  order  from 
Grant  to  close  the  campaign  against 


*  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  355-35G, 
372;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  ix.,  pt. 
ii.,  pp.  159-160;  vol.  x.,  chap,  xiv.;  vol.  xi.,  pt. 
i.,  pp.  201-208. 


*  Official  Secords,  vol.  xxxiv. ;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iv.,  pp.  341-374;  Taylor,  Destruction  and 
Ifrronst ruction;  Pollard,  Third  Year  of  the  War, 
p.  252. 
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Shreveport  without  delay  and  to  ro- 
turn  A.  J.  Smith's  troops  to  General 
Sherman  for  operations  east  of  the 
Mississippi.  Hunter  returned  to 
Grant  with  a  letter  from  Banks  con- 
taining the  information  that  Porter's 
fleet  was  above  the  Alexandria  rapids 
ill  a  critical  situation.  The  vessels 
needed  seven  feet  of  water  to  float 
them  and  as  the  river  was  very  low 
they  seemed  to  be  doomed.  Lieutenant- 
Colonol  Joseph  Bailey  of  the  4th  Wis- 
consin infantry,  hoAvever,  suggested  a 
plan  for  their  release  and  work  was 
begun  on  April  30,  nearly  the  entire 
army  at  different  times  being  detailed 
to  the  duty.  Between  2,000  and  3,000 
lumbermen  from  Maine  and  the 
Northwest  cut  down  trees;  others  set 
to  work  collecting  stones,  brick,  etc., 
and  in  a  week  a  dam  had  lieen  con- 
structed across  the  river  758  feet  in 
width  and  raising  the  water  from  five 
to  six  feet  deep  on  the  rapids.  The 
water  ha\ang  risen,  three  gunboats 
and  another  vessel  ran  down  the 
rapids  on  the  afternoon  of  May  8  and 
lay-to  just  above  the  dam.  The  tre- 
mendous pressure  of  the  pent-up 
waters  caused  two  of  the  barges 
which  had  been  sunken  in  the  centre 
to  break  loose,  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  9th.  Four  vessels  were  im- 
mediately rushed  through  the  opening 
but  by  this  time  the  water  had  fallen 
so  low  that  no  more  could  make  the 
passage,  six  gunboats  and  two  tugs 
remaining  above  the  rapids.  The 
damage  to  the  dam  was  partially  re- 
paired   and    wing    dams    were    con- 


structed on  the  upper  falls.  These 
were  completed  by  the  11th  by  which 
time  the  water  had  risen  to  six  and  a 
half  feet.  The  heavier  vessels  were 
lightened  and  on  the  12th  all  of  them 
had  run  down  the  falls  and  through 
the  dam  into  deeper  water.* 

The  fleet  having  passed  below  the 
falls  and  the  rising  of  the  river  in- 
suring a  safe  passage  of  all  the  bars 
below,  the  gunboats  and  transports 
on  the  morning  of  Maj^  13  started  and 
in  the  afternoon  Banks  marched  out 
of  Alexandria  for  Simsport.  From 
the  start  Banks 'front,  flanks  and  rear 
were  harassed  by  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery and  on  the  16th  a  severe  engage- 
ment occurred  near  Mansura  in  which 
the  Confederates  were  driven  from 
the  position  they  had  taken  across  the 
road  to  Simsport,  which  place  Banks' 
advance  reached  on  the  evening  of  the 
17th.  It  was  then  found  that  the  pon- 
toon bridge  was  too  short  to  span  the 
Atchafalaya  and  Bailey  again  impro- 
vised a  crossing.  The  transports 
were  ranged  side  by  side  wdth  the 
planking  of  the  pontoons  laid  across 
their  bows  making  a  level  road  of 
about  700  yards  over  which  the  main 
body  of  the  army  with  its  trains  and 
artillery  began  passing  on  the  19th. 
Wliile  tliis  operation  was  taking  place, 
A.  J.  Smith's  command  was  drawn 
up  in  line  at  Yellow  Bayou  covering 
the  rear  of  the  army  and  the  cross- 


*  Duyckinck,  Late  Civil  War,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  322- 
325;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  298-301;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
364-366. 
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ing  of  the  Atcliafalaya.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  18th  the  Confederate 
cavalry  under  Wharton  and  the  in- 
fantry under  Polignac  attacked  and 
drove  in  Smith's  skirmishers,  but 
General  Mower  who  was  in  immediate 
command  of  the  Union  line  made  a 
counter  charge  with  two  brigades  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  and  the 
Confederate  attack  was  repulsed.  In 
endeavoring  to  follow  up  his  success 
Mower  was  checked  by  a  heavy  artil- 
lery fire  and  withdrew  to  a  thicket 
where  he  formed  a  new  line  and 
brought  up  artillery.  The  Confeder- 
ates renewed  the  attack  but  were  re- 
pulsed with  some  loss.  The  thicket 
then  took  fire  and  as  this  formed  an 
impassable  barrier  between  the  two 
contestants  Mower  withdrew,  leaving 
his  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 
The  Union  loss  was  38  killed,  226 
wounded  and  3  missing.  The  Con- 
federate loss  was  452  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  of  whom  180  were  taken 
prisoners.  By  the  20th  the  army  had 
all  crossed  the  Atchafalaya.  Banks 
yielded  the  command  to  General 
Canby  who  had  been  ordered  to  re- 
lieve him;  the  navy  and  transports 
passed  into  the  Mississippi;  and  the 
Eed  River  campaign,  one  of  the  most 
humiliating  of  the  war,  had  ended.  On 
the  return  march  from  Alexandria  the 
Union  loss  was  about  165  killed,  650 
wounded  and  450  captured  or  missing. 
Taylor  says  that  the  entire  Confeder- 
ate loss  in  the  campaign  from  Sabine 


Cross   Roads   to   Yellow   Bayou   was 
3,976.* 

The  sending  of  troops  from  Vicks- 
burg  to  join  the  Red  River  expedi- 
tion enabled  the  Confederates  under 
General  N.  B.  Forrest  and  others  in 
northern  Mississippi  and  southwest- 
ern Tennessee  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  Union  posts  in  west  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky.  On  March  23,  1864, 
Forrest  at  the  head  of  1,500  troops 
left  Jackson,  Tennessee,  and  advanced 
northward  some  60  miles  to  Union 
City  wliich  place  he  reached  the  next 
day.  This  was  garrisoned  by  a  force 
of  about  500  men  under  Colonel  Haw- 
kins, who,  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
his  officers,  surrendered  at  Forrest's 
demand.  The  Confederates  then  ad- 
vanced rapidly  upon  Paducah,  Ken- 
tucky, situated  on  the  Ohio  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tennessee.  The  town 
was  held  by  Colonel  S.  G.  Hicks  with 
about  700  Kentucky  and  Illinois 
troops  including  250  negro  soldiers  in 
the  artillery  service.  With  the  aid 
of  two  g-unboats  in  the  river  Hicks 
resolved  to  defend  the  works.  On 
March  25  Forrest  demanded  the  sur- 
render of  the  townf  but  Hicks  re- 
fused. On  the  26th  an  attack  was 
made  but  Forrest  was  unable  to  cap- 
ture the  town  and,  content  with  the 
injury  he  had  inflicted,  withdrew  in 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxiv. ;  Taylor,  Destruc- 
tion and  Reconstruction;  Mahan,  The  Gulf  and 
Inland  Waters;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp. 
367-368:  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  x., 
chaps,  xiii.-xiv. 

f  Moore,  Rebellion  Records,  vol.  viii.,  Docs.,  p. 
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the  direction  of  Columbus.  On  April 
12  Forrest  reached  Fort  Pillow  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  about  70  miles 
above  Memphis,  which  at  that  time  was 
garrisoned  by  19  officers  and  538  en- 
listed men,  of  whom  262  were  negroes 
under  the  command  of  Major  L.  F. 
Booth.  Just  before  sunrise  of  the 
12th  the  pickets  of  the  garrison  were 
driven  in  and  fighting  soon  became 
general.  About  9  o'clock  Major  A. 
F.  Bradford  who  had  succeeded  to 
the  command  withdrew  all  the  forces 
wathin  the  fort.  For  some  time  the 
Confederates  attacked  Avith  no  ap- 
preciable advantage.  About  1  o  'clock 
the  fire  slackened  and  a  flag  of  truce 
was  sent  to  the  fort  \\ith  a  demand 
for  its  surrender.  Bradford  refused 
and  a  second  flag  of  truce  was  sent 
with  a  communication  allowing  Brad- 
ford onl}^  20  minutes  to  move  his 
troops  out  of  the  fort,  after  which 
time,  if  the  evacuation  had  not  taken 
place,  an  attack  would  be  made.  Brad- 
ford again  refused,  whereupon  the 
Confederates  attacked  and  after  a 
contest  of  30  minutes  captured  the 
entire  garrison.  Forrest  says  in  a 
message  to  Polk  that  he  killed  500 
and  took  100  prisoners  at  a  loss  to 
himself  of  only  20  killed  and  fiO 
wounded.*  This  is  somewhat  exag- 
gerated. About  160  white  and  40 
colored  prisoners  were  taken,  the 
killed  numbering  221  and  the  wounded 
130  out  of  a  garrison  of  557.  Accord- 
ing to  Forrest  ' '  The  river  was  dyed 


with  the  blood  of  the  slaughtered  for 
200  yards.  The  approximate  loss  was 
upwards  of  500  killed;  but  few  of 
the  officers  escaped.  There  was  in 
the  fort  a  large  number  of  citizens 
who  had  fled  there  to  escape  the  Con- 
script Law.  Most  of  them  ran  into 
the  river  and  were  drowned."*  There 
is  dispute  as  to  the  massacre  at  Fort 
Pillow,  many  claiming  that  there  was 
an  indiscriminate  slaughter  after  the 
troojis  had  surrendered.  Pollard  says : 
"  There  is  no  doubt  that  for  some 
moments  the  Confederate  officers  lost 
control  of  their  men  who  were  mad- 
dened by  the  sight  of  the  negro  troops 
opposing  them."t  Stephen  D.  Lee  in 
a  letter  dated  June  28  affirms  that  the 
flag  was  not  hauled  down  in  token  of 
surrender  and  refers  "  to  history  for 
numerous  cases  of  indiscriminate 
slaughter  after  successful  assault  even 
under  less  aggravating  circumstances. 
The  case  under  consideration  is  an 
almost  extreme  one.  You  had  a  ser- 
vile race  armed  against  their  masters 
and  in  a  country  which  had  been  deso- 
lated by  almost  unprecedented  out- 
rages." Probably  the  Confederates 
were  more  desperate  in  their  fighting 
because  in  the  fort  were  numbers  of 
Tennessee  Tories  (as  Forrest  calls 
them),t  and  between  these  and  For- 
rest's Tennessee  regiment  there  was 
great  bitterness  resulting  from  old 
neighborhood  feuds.* 


*  Jonps,   A    Iteirl    War   Clerk's   Diary,   vol.    ii.. 
p.  isn. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxii.,  pt.  i.,  p.  610. 
t  Pollard,  Third  Year  of  the  War,  p.  254. 

I  Official    Ifccords,    vol.    xxxii.,    pt.    i.,    p.    610. 

II  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vi.,  p. 
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After  this  exploit,  General  Sturgis 
was  ordered  to  march  from  Mem- 
phis to  intercept  Forrest,  but  before 
the  expedition  got  fairly  under  way 
it  was  ascertained  that  Forrest  had 
fallen  back  to  northern  Mississippi. 
On  June  1  Sturgis  started  from 
White's  Station  near  Memphis,  with 
about  5,500  infantry  and  artillery, 
under  Colonel  McMillen,  and  3,400 
cavalry,  under  General  Grierson. 
Moving  southward,  Sturgis  reached 
Ripley,  80  miles  from  Memphis,  on 
the  8th,  and  on  the  10th  struck  the 
Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  near  Gun- 
town,  Miss.,  where  Grierson,  in  ad- 
vance with  the  cavalry,  met  Forrest 's 
cavalry  near  Brice's  Cross  Roads,  and 
became  immediately  engaged.  Stur- 
gis, who  was  six  miles  in  the  rear  with 
the  infantry,  moved  on  the  double- 
quick,  followed  by  a  train  of  250 
wagons  and,  coming  to  where  Grier- 
son was  engaged,  led  his  troops  into 
battle.  In  three  hours'  time  Forrest 
routed  him,  drove  him  from  the  field 
in  confusion,  captured  prisoners, 
guns,  and  wagons,  and  closely  pur- 
sued him  to  near  Ripley.  There,  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  11th,  his  rear- 
guard, taking  advantage  of  the  small 
stream,  after  a  sharp  fight  checked 
Forrest,  and  Sturgis  continued  his  re- 
treat to  Memphis,  having  lost  23  offi- 
cers and  594  men  killed  and  wounded, 
1,623  prisoners,  14  guns,  and  his  en- 

510-.513;  John  A.  Wyeth,  Life  of  N.  B.  Forrest, 
p.  .335  et  seq.;  Williams.  The  Negro  Race  in  Amer- 
ica, vol.  ii.,  pp.  359-376.  568-569;  Confederate 
Military  History,  Vol.  vii..  pt.  ii.,  pp.  193-194; 
vol.  viii.,  pp.  '233-234. 


tire  train  of  250  wagons,  with  10  days' 
rations  and  a  large  supply  of  ammu- 
nition. Forrest's  engaging  force  did 
not  exceed  4,000  men;  his  loss  was 
492  killed  and  wounded.* 

On  July  5  General  A.  J.  Smith,  with 
Grierson 's  cavalry  division,  two  in- 
fantrj^  divisions  of  J.  A.  Mower  and 
Colonel  D.  Moore,  of  the  16th  corps, 
and  a  brigade  of  colored  troops,  under 
Colonel  E.  Bouton,  in  all  about  14,- 
000  men  and  24  guns,  left  La  Grange, 
Tennessee,  to  march  southward 
against  Forrest,  then  reported-  in  the 
\'icinity  of  Tupelo,  Mississippi.  On 
the  evening  of  the  7th  one  of  Grier- 
son's  cavalry  brigades,  when  near 
Ripley,  attacked  a  Confederate  cav- 
alry force  of  500  men,  driving  it  back 
and  inflicting  a  loss  of  35  killed  and 
wounded,  with  a  loss  to  itself  of  four 
wounded.  Smith  moved  on  through 
Ripley,  crossed  the  Tallahatchie 
River  at  New  Albany  on  the  9th,  and 
on  the  10th  encamped  about  five  miles 
north  of  Pontotoc.  Next  morning  the 
march  was  resumed  and  Pontotoc  was 
found  occupied  by  McCulloch's  cav- 
alry brigade,  supported  by  a  brigade 
on  a  hill  immediately  south.  The  7th 
Kansas  cavalry  was  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers  and,   assisted   by  a  brigade 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxix. ;  Battles  and  Lead- 
ers, vol.  iv.,  pp.  419-421 ;  John  H.  Wyeth.  Major- 
ffeneral  Forrest  at  Brice's  Cross-Roads,  June  10. 
186.',.  in  Monthly  Magazine,  pp.  530-545  (1.S99); 
Stephen  D.  Lee,  The  Battle  of  Brice's  Cross-Roads. 
or  Tishomingo  Creek:  June  2  to  12,  186-'/,  in  Piih- 
lications  of  the  Mississippi  Historical  Hociety,  vol. 
vi.,  pp.  27-37  (1902);  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  vii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  196-199:  vol.  viii..  pp. 
234-238. 
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of  infantry,  advanced  and  drove  in  the 
Confederate  skirmishers,  while  at  the 
same  time  Grierson's  cavalry,  gain- 
ing the  east  side  of  the  town,  attacked 
the  Confederates  in  flank  and  forced 
them  from  the  place  and  the  hill 
heyond,  leaving  several  dead  and 
wounded.  General  S.  D.  Lee  joined 
Forrest  and  assumed  command  of  all 
the  Confederate  forces.  Smith  re- 
mained at  Pontotoc  on  the  12th,  but 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  13th 
marched  out  of  the  town  eastward  for 
Tupe'lo,  18  miles  distant,  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Lee,  in- 
formed of  Smith's  movement,  ordered 
it  checked  before  the  railroad  was 
reached;  Forrest,  with  a  brigade  and 
a  regiment,  made  successive  assaults 
upon  the  rear,  which  was  covered  by 
Bouton's  colored  brigade  and  the  17th 
Kansas  cavalry,  but  was  repulsed  and 
kept  back;  and  Buford's  and  Chal- 
mers' divisions  attacked  the  train  in 
flank,  causing  the  destruction  of  a  few 
wagons,  but  were  driven  back  by 
Mower's  division,  which  captured 
some  prisoners  and  a  battle-flag.  At 
dark  Smith  camped  at  Harrisburg,  a 
mile  from  Tupelo.  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th  Lee  ordered  Forrest  to 
attack  Smith's  left,  and  at  7:30  a.  m. 
Forrest,  having  dismounted  his  entire 
command,  made  an  impetuous  charge, 
with  four  brigades  in  line,  supported 
by  Chalmers'  division  and  Lyons' 
brigade.  The  assault  fell  upon 
Moore's  division  and  the  left  of 
Mower's,  but  failed  to  shake  either, 
although    four    successive    attempts 


were  made.  Between  the  assaults 
Forrest's  artillery  was  very  active, 
but  was  effectively  reiolied  to  by  two 
Union  batteries,  whose  fire  was  so  an- 
noying that  a  brigade  charged  them, 
though  resultlessly.  After  a  hard 
struggle  Forrest  withdrew  from 
Moore's  front,  leaving  many  dead 
and  wounded.  He  now  marched  to  the 
left,  crossed  the  Pontotoc  road,  and 
advanced  in  three  lines  against 
Mower,  whose  men  reserved  their  fire 
until  the  charging  lines  were  quite 
near,  when  they  opened  a  hot  fire 
of  musketry  and  canister,  driving 
them  back  in  disorder ;  but  they  rallied 
and  renewed  the  attack.  For  over  two 
hours  the  battle  raged  on  Mower's 
front;  then  he  oi'dered  his  division  to 
advance,  which  it  did,  capturing  many 
prisoners,  and  driving  Forrest  from 
the  field  about  noon.  The  afternoon 
was  spent  in  caring  for  the  wounded 
of  both  armies  and  burying  the  dead. 
About  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  For- 
rest made  an  attack  upon  the  extreme 
left  of  the  Union  line,  including 
Bouton's  colored  brigade,  biit  it  was 
easily  repulsed.  At  an  early  hour 
of  the  15th  Forrest's  men  advanced 
from  the  cover  of  the  woods  in  front 
of  Mower's  division;  Mower  charged 
them,  and  they  fled  to  their  horses  and 
rode  away.  Meanwhile  another  ad- 
vance was  made  on  the  extreme  left, 
held  by  Boiiton's  brigade.  For  two 
hours  there  was  sharp  artillery  firing, 
when  Forrest,  under  cover  of  his 
guns,  came  forward,  but  was  met  by 
a  counter-charge,  led  by  Smith,  which 
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broke  Forrest's  line  and  sent  it  in  re- 
treat. It  was  now  jjast  noon.  Smith's 
ammunition  had  run  low,  and  he  had 
a  scant  supply  of  rations.  Grierson 
had  destroyed  some  miles  of  railroad, 
and  after  the  last  repulse  of  Forrest 
Smith  moved  slowly  northward  about 
five  miles,  going  into  camp  for  the 
night  at  Old  Town  Creek.  The  men 
were  settling  themselves  for  a  rest 
when  shells  from  the  rear  fell  and 
burst  among  them.  Bell's  brigade, 
with  a  battery,  had  closely  followed 
the  column  and  attacked;  Mower 
turned  upon  them;  Crossland's 
brigade  came  up  and  joined  Bell;  but 
both  were  repulsed  by  Mower  with 


severe  loss,  and  fell  back  upon  McCul- 
loch's  brigade  which  held  ground. 
McCulloch  was  desperately  wounded, 
Forrest  was  wounded,  and  some  prom- 
inent officers  were  killed.  Smith  re- 
sumed his  march  next  morning,  fol- 
lowed for  two  days  by  two  brigades 
of  Forrest's  cavalry,  and  reached 
Memphis  on  the  23d.  Smith  had 
about  14,000  men  engaged,  and  his 
losses,  from  the  11th  to  the  15th,  were 
77  killed,  559  wounded,  and  38  miss- 
ing. The  Confederate  troops  engaged 
numbered  6,600;  their  losses,  as  re- 
ported by  Forrest,  were  210  killed  and 
1,116  wounded.* 
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After  the  movements  about  Chat- 
tanooga and  Knoxville  there  were 
several  changes  in  commanders  of  the 
Confederate  armies.  Bragg  was  sent 
to  Richmond  to  become  chief  of  staff 
to  Davis  and  Joseph  E.  Johnston  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  Confed- 
erate armies  of  the  West;  General 
Polk  took  Johnston's  place  as  com- 


mander of  the  Department  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  east  Louisiana.  John- 
ston proceeded  immediately  to  Dalton, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxix.;  Wyeth,  Life  of 
Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  421-422;  Stephen  D.  Lee,  The  Battle  of  Tupelo, 
or  Harrisburg,  July  I),  1863,  in  Publications  of 
the  Mississippi  Historical  flociefy,  vol.  vi..  pp.  39- 
o2  (1!)02):  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
vii.,   pt.    ii.,   pp.   200-202;    vol.   viii.,   pp.   238-24L 
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Georgia,  where  on  December  27,  1863, 
lie  assumed  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee.  His  force  present  for 
duty  numbered  about  43,000  men,  the 
effective  total  of  infantry  and  artil- 
lery being  not  quite  36,000  with  2,500 
cavalry.  The  army  occupied  a  pre- 
cipitous ridge  called  Eocky  Face 
crossed  by  the  railroad  from  Dalton 
to  Chattanooga  at  Mill  Creek  Gap, 
three  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Dalton, 
but  terminating  only  three  miles  north 
of  that  point  and  therefore  easily 
flanked  by  the  Ringgold  Road. 

Meanwhile  General  Sherman,  who, 
commanding  the  Department  of  the 
Tennessee,  had  in  his  charge  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  from  the  Ohio 
to  Natchez,  was  directed  by  Grant  to 
go  down  the  Mississippi  and  strike 
a  blow  at  the  Confederate  forces  in 
the  interior  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi thereby  putting  a  stop  to  the 
annoyance  and  obstruction  which 
raids  on  the  river  occasioned  to  the 
traffic  of  that  stream.  In  January 
of  186-4,  therefore,  Sherman  concen- 
trated iwo  divhsions  of  10,000  men 
each  at  Vicks'burg  under  Generals 
McPherson  and  Hurlbut,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 3  these  divisions  marched  east- 
ward for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
Meridian.  General  W.  Sooy  Smith 
was  to  start  south  from  Memphis  with 
a  cavalry  force  to  ride  through  the 
country  and  join  Sherman  at  Meri- 
dian ;  General  Dodge  in  command  at 
Pulaski,  Tennessee,  was  to  hold  Logan 
at  Belief onte,  Alabama,  for  a  diver- 
sion toward  Rome,  Georgia ;  and  Gen- 


eral Thomas  was  to  make  demonstra- 
tions toward  Dalton  to  prevent  troops 
being  sent  by  John.ston  to  Sherman's 
front.  Sherman  en«tered  Jackson  on 
the  6th  after  heavy  skirmishing  with 
cavalry,  reached  Decatur  on  the  12th, 
and  entered  Meridian  on  the  14th,  the 
Confederate  force  under  Leonidas 
Polk,  being  much  smaller  than  Sher- 
man's, withdrawing  toward  Demopo- 
lis.  The  State  arsenal  at  Meridian 
was  destroyed  with  its  valuable  ma- 
chines for  repairing  arms  and  its  ord- 
nance stores,  as  were  also  extensive 
storehouses  and  cantonments.  On  the 
16th  the  destruction  of  the  railroads 
centering  at  Meridian  began,  the  work 
extending  for  60  miles  to  the  north 
and  east  and  55  miles  toward  Mobile. 
This  destruction  was  of  the  most 
systematic  and  thorough  character; 
10,000  men  worked  at  it  for  five  days ; 
61  bridges  and  culverts  and  more 
than  a  mile  of  trestles  over  swamps 
were  burned;  and  all  rails  were  ren- 
dered useless.  One  practical  object 
of  the  expedition  was  thus  fully 
gained,  since  Meridian  did  not  whoil.y 
resume  her  importance  as  a  railroad 
centre  during  the  war,  but  the  expedi- 
tion nevertheless  failed  of  its  ultimate 
result.  General  W.  S.  Smith  had 
been  ordered  to  report  to  Sherman  at 
Meridian  and  was  expected  to  reach 
that  point  by  February  14,  but  he  did 
not  leave  Memphis  until  the  lltb. 
Having  with  him  some  7,000  men  he 
advanced  south  on  the  Mobile  Rail- 
road via  Okolona  to  West  Point,  but 
here    his   further   progress   was   ar- 
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rested  by  a  Confederate  force  under 
Forrest,  Chalmers  and  others.  There 
was  some  heavy  fighting  and,  as  the 
Confederates  were  superior  in  num- 
bers. Smith  resolved  upon  a  retreat 
across  the  Tallahatchie  at  New  Al- 
bany, although  it  required  forced 
marches;  but  this  enabled  him  to 
reach  Memphis  on  February  25,  after 
having  inflicted  much  injury  upon  the 
railroad,  destroyed  a  large  quantity 
of  Confederate  stores  and  captured 
many  prisoners.  Yet  the  movement 
rendered  impossible  the  most  impor- 
tant object  of  the  expedition  —  the 
junction  with  Sherman.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  failure  Sherman  was 
unable  to  push  on  to  Selma,  Alabama, 
and  accordingly  retired  slowly  from 
Meridian,  bringing  his  force  in  excel- 
lent condition  to  Vicksburg,  which  he 
reached  on  February  27.* 

The  Confederate  authoi'ities  had 
lieen  much  disturbed  by  Sherman's 
move  to  Meridian,  and  as  Davis 
thought  that  Mobile  was  in  danger 
he  directed  Johnston  to  send  rein- 
forcements to  Polk.  Johnston  replied 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  troops 
from  Dalton  to  meet  the  Union  army 
before  it  reached  the  Gulf  but  he  was 
peremptorily  ordered  to  send  rein- 
forcements to  Polk  and  accordingly 


*  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  i.,  p.  390  ct  se(j.;  Kico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  330- 
332 ;  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Sherman's  Meridian  Expe- 
dition from  Vickshurg  to  Meridian,  in  Mississippi 
Historical  Society  Publications,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  37- 
47  (1901);  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
vii.,  pt.  ii.,  pp.  188-193;  and  the  various  biog- 
raphies of  Sherman. 
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detached  Hardee  with  his  corps.  The 
column  moved  so  deliberately  that 
Sherman  was  already  preparing  to 
return  before  it  had  proceeded  far 
on  its  way  and  by  the  time  the  Tom- 
bigbee  River  was  reached  the  detach- 
ment was  recalled.  Learning  of  this 
movement  Grant  thought  it  an  excel- 
lent opportunity  for  an  advance  upon 
Dalton  and  perhaps  for  its  capture. 
Accordingly  he  sent  the  14th  corps 
under  General  Thomas  on  February 
22  and  on  that  night  Ringgold,  23 
miles  from  Chattanooga,  Avas  occu- 
pied. Early  the  next  morning  the 
column  moved  fonvard,  constant  skir- 
mishing going  on  with  the  Confed- 
erate cavalry.  By  night  Tunnel  Hill 
was  reached  and  the  next  morning  the 
Confederates  were  dislodged  from 
their  position  and  the  town  occupied, 
150  prisoners  being  captured.  The 
movement  was  continued  upon  Dal- 
ton, 7  miles  distant,  but  on  ascertain- 
ing that  Johnston's  entire  force  was 
confronting  him,  Thomas  deemed  it 
prudent  to  fall  back  to  Tuniiel  Hill. 
Subsequently,  by  March  10,  he  had 
retreated  to  Ringgold  after  having 
sustained  a  loss  of  350  killed  and 
wounded,  while  the  Confederates  lost 
only  about  200. 

Meanwhile  after  the^  victories  of 
Chattanooga,  Washburne,  of  Illinois, 
introduced  a  bill  in  Congress  to  revive 
the  grade  of  lieutenant-general  in  the 
army.  This  bill  was  passed  on  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1864,  and  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  29th.  Immedi- 
ately on  signing  the  bill  the  President 
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nominated  Grant  for  the  office  created 
by  it.  The  nomination  was  promptly 
confirmed  and,  on  March  3,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  directed  Grant  to  report 
to  the  War  Department  as  soon  as 
possible.*  He  forthwith  started  for 
Washington  but  before  leaving  wrote 
to  Sherman  that  much  of  his  achieve- 
ment had  been  due  to  the  energy  and 
skill  of  his  subordinates  and  that  he 
wished  to  thank  him  and  McPherson 
for  their  large  share  in  his  success.! 
In  reply  Sherman  deprecated  his  own 
and  McPherson 's  services  and  as- 
cribed all  the  glory  to  Grant's  own 
indomitable  Avill  and  courage,  and  con- 
cluded by  urgently  exhorting  him  not 
to  remain  in  Washington,  with  its 
"  buffets  of  intrigue  and  policy. "| 

Grant  reached  Wasliington  on  the 
evening  of  March  8  and  at  a  reception 
at  the  executive  mansion  met  Lincoln 
for  the  first  time.  The  next  day, 
March  9,  Lincoln  presented  Grant 
his  commission  as  lieutenant-general, 
promising  at  the  same  time  to  sustain 
him  in  every  way  possible.||  The  fol- 
lowing day  Grant  was  formally  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States  and  soon  per- 
ceived that  his  place  was  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  instead  of  in 
the  West.     He  went  to  the  front,  had 


"Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  334-336;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv.,  p. 
433. 

t  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  i.,  p.  309. 

+  Sherman  to  Grant,  March  10,  1864,  Sherman, 
Memoirs,  vol.  i.,  pp.  399-400. 

II  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  340-342. 


a  conversation  wdth  General  Meade 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  at  Brandy  Station,  and 
decided  to  leave  Meade  in  command. 
He  next  went  to  Nashville  where  he 
discussed  with  Sherman,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him  as  chief  of  the  Western 
army,  a  general  outline  of  operations 
in  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  and  on 
March  23  returned  to  Washington.* 

Grant  established  his  headquarters 
at  Culpeper  Court  House  toward  the 
latter  part  of  March  and  there  laid 
out  his  plan  of  campaign.  This  was 
extremely  simple.  He  intended  to 
employ  the  full  strength  of  the  army 
in  a  simultaneous,  concerted  move- 
ment all  along  the  line;  the  various 
armies  were  to  move  togetlier  and 
toward  one  common  goal.  Banks  was 
to  finish  his  operations  in  Louisiana 
and  to  advance  with  an  army  of 
about  25,000  men  on  Mobile.  Simul- 
taneously Sherman  was  to  move  from 
the  heart  of  Georgia  and  capture 
Johnston's  army.  Sigel,  who  was  in 
commarfd  in  the'  Shenandoah,  was  to 
march  to  the  front  in-  two  columns, 
one  to  threaten  the  enemy  in  the  Val- 
ley and  the  other  to  cut  the  railroad 
communications  between  Richmond 
and  the  Southwest.  Gillmore  was  to 
be  brought  North  with  his  corps  and, 
in  conjunction  with  a  corps  under  W. 
P.  Smith,  w-as  to  form  an  army  under 
Benjamin  F.  Butler  to  operate  against 
Richmond  south  of  the  James.     Lee's 


*  Grant,  Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  118;  Nic- 
olay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  344— 
346. 
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army  was  to  be  the  objective  point 
of  Meade  reinforced  by  Bnrnside.* 
Grant  intended  "  to  hammer  continu- 
ously against  the  armed  forces  of  the 
enemy  and  his  resources  until  by  mere 
attrition,  if  in  no  other  way,  there 
should  be  nothing  left  to  him  but  an 
equal  submission  with  the  loyal  sec- 
tion of  our  common  country  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land."t 
Grant's  main  reliance,  naturally, 
was  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  which, 
on  April  30, 1864,  was  composed  of  the 
2d,  5th  and  6th  corps  of  infantry  and 
a  cavalry  corps  under  command  re- 
spectively of  Generals  W.  S.  Hancock, 
G.  K.  Warren,  John  Sedgwick  and  P. 
H.  Sheridan.  The  9th  corps  under 
General  Burnside  united  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  on  May  6,  but 
acted  under  the  immediate  orders  of 
General  Grant  until  the  24th  when  it 
became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  The  strength  of  the  army 
including  the  9th  corps  on  April  30 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  120,000 
officers  and  men,  with  316  guns,  and 
was  under  the  supreme  command  of 
General  George  G.  Meade.t  The 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  com- 
manded by  General  R.  E.  Lee  was 
composed  of  the  1st,  2d  and  3d  inf  an- 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  348-349. 

t  Grant,  Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  556. 

t  Humphreys  (Virginia  Campaign  of  '6.'i  and 
'65,  p.  14)  gives  the  total  for  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  as  4,40G  officers  and  04,942  enlisted  men 
present  for  duty  equipped,  these  including  the  of- 
ficers and  men  of  the  provost  guard  and  the 
engineers.  The  9th  army  corps  on  May  10  con- 
sisted of  968  officers  and  21,740  men. 


try  corps  commanded  respectively  by 
Generals  James  Longsitreet,  R.  S. 
Ewell  and  A.  P.  Hill.  A  cavalry  corps 
of  two  divisions  (those  of  Wade 
Hampton  and  Fitzhugh  Lee)  was  un- 
der command  of  General  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart.  The  most  reliable  estimates 
gave  Lee's  strength  in  officers  and 
men  as  follows:  Infantry  48,700,  ar- 
tillery 4,854,  and  cavalry  8,399,  an 
aggregate  of  61,953  officers  and  men 
with  224  guns.* 

During  the  month  of  April  prepara- 
tions of  every  kind  were  actively  car- 
ried forward.  Owing  to  the  weather 
and  bad  condition  of  the  roads  opera- 
tions were  delaj^ed  until  the  beginning 
of  May.  On  May  1  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  encamped  in  the  vicinity 
of  Culpeper  Court  House  between  the 
Rapidan  and  the  Rappahannock  and 
the  9th  corps  on  the  railroad  from 
Manassas  Junction  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock. Lee's  army  lay  south  of  the 
Rapidan,  Ewell 's  corps  above  Mine 
Run  and  A.  P.  Hill's  on  Ewell 's  left 
higher  up  the  Rapidan;  Longstreet's 
corps  was  near  Gordonsville  and 
Stuart's  cavalry  lay  along  the  lower 
Rappahannock;  the  headquarters  of 
General  Lee  were  near  Orange  Court 
House,  70  miles  from  Richmond. 
Lee's  army  being  the  main  objective, 
Grant's  first  movement  was  to  cross 
the  Rapidan,  turn  Lee's  right  and 
compel  him  to  fall  back  toward  Rich- 
mond or  to  come  out  of  his  intrench- 


*  Humplireys.  The  Virginia  Campaign  of  'ti-i 
and  '65,  pp.  15-51.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  p.  352. 
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ments  and  give  battle  on  open  ground. 
The  principal  objection  to  this  move- 
ment was  the  difficulty  presented  by 
the  Wilderness,  a  forest  of  unusually 
dense  undergroAvth,  where  a  year  be- 
fore Hooker  had  come  to  grief.  Grant 
thought  to  avoid  this  locality  by  cross- 
ing the  Rapidan  at  night  and  getting 
through  the  Wilderness  before  Lee 
could  discover  the  movement  and  in- 
tercept it  by  mo'ving  on  the  Orange 
turnpike  and  Orange  plank  road. 

■Soon  after  midnight  on  May  4 
the  movement  began.  Hancock's  2d 
corps,  preceded  by  Gregg's  cavalry 
division,  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Ely's 
Ford  and  moved  to  Chancellorsville 
where  by  noon  of  the  4th  the  entire 
corps  mtli  its  trains  had  arrived. 
Warren's  corps,  preceded  by  Wil- 
son's cavalry  division,  crossed  the 
river  at  Germanna  Ford  and  marched 
out  to  AVilderness  Tavern  at  the 
junction  of  the  Germanna  road  and 
the  Orange  turnpike.  These  troops 
reached  their  position  by  2  o'clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  4th.  Wilson's 
cavalry  was  thrown  forward  to  Par- 
ker 's  Store  on  the  Orange  plank  road ; 
Sedgwdck's  6th  corps  followed  War- 
ren's across  the  Germaima  Ford  and 
halted  a  short  distance  beyond  it.  At 
noon  of  the  4tli  Grant  knew  that  Lee 
was  aware  of  Ms  movement,  upon 
which  he  directed  Burnside  to  make 
a  forced  march  from  beyond  the  Rap- 
pahannock to  Germanna  Ford;  and 
by  the  morning  of  the  5th  Burnside 's 
advance  was  crossing  the  Rapidan. 
The  orders  for  the  5th  were  for  Sher- 


idan with  tAvo  divisions  of  cavalry  to 
move  against  the  Confederate  cavalrj' 
near  Hamilton's  Crossing,  and  at  5 
A.  M.  Wilson's  cavalry  was  to  move 
to  Craig's  Meeting  House  and  recon- 
noiter  on  the  Orange  pike  and  plank 
roads  and  other  roads  on  his  right 
and  left.  Hancock's  2d  corps  was  to 
march  from  Chancellorsville  to  Shady 
Grove  Church  and  extend  its  right 
toward  Parker's  Store  on  the  Orange 
plank  road,  to  which  point  Warren's 
corps  was  ordered  to  advance  from 
Wilderness  Tavern.  In  turn  Warren 
was  to  extend  his  right  toward  Sedg- 
wick's 6tli  corps  which  had  been  or- 
dered to  Wilderness  Tavern. 

Grant  had  no  desire  to  figbt  a  battle 
in  this  tangled  jungle,  but  Lee,  who 
had  been  watching  him,  intentionally 
permitted  him  to  cross  the  river  un- 
opposed, thinking  that  when  the  Union 
army  halted  in  the  dense  thicket, 
every  inch  of  which  was  known  to  the 
Confederate  generals  and  soldiers,  he 
would  have  Grant  at  his  mercy.  Lee 
had  been  expecting  Grant  to  move  on 
his  right  and  when  on  the  morning 
of  May  4  he  saw  that  the  movement 
was  being  made  he  determined  to  at- 
tack Grant  before  he  could  get  out 
of  the  Wilderness.  Accordingly  he 
ordered  Ewell  to  march  by  the  Orange 
pike  and  A.  P.  Hill  down  the  plank 
road,  and  that  night  Ewell  bivouaced 
within  five  miles  of  Wilderness'  Tav- 
ern, while  Hill's  advance  division 
halted  at  Mine  Run,  seven  miles  from 
Parker's  Store  on  the  plank  road  and 
about  ten  miles  from  the  intersection 
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of  the  Brock  road.  Longstreet  moved 
from  near  Gordonsville  at  4  p.  m.  and 
Stuart's  cavalry  was  drawn  in  and 
ordered  to  cover  the  Confederate 
right.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th 
Ewell  continued  his  march  on  the 
Orange  pike  with  instructions  to 
synchronize  his  march  with  that  of 
Hill  on  the  plank  road,  but  neither 


Hill.  Warren  had  discovered  that  the 
Confederates  under  Ewell  were  in 
force  two  miles  beyond  Wilderness 
Tavern  and  was  directed  by  Meade  to 
attack  with  his  whole  command.  At 
the  same  time  Sedgwick  was  ordered 
to  move  up  by  a  cross  road,  attack 
the  enemy  and  connect  with  Warren 
on  the  turnpike.    A  dispatch  was  then 
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officer  was  to  bring  on  a  general  en- 
gagement until  Longstreet  came  up, 
the  latter  having  been  ordered  to  fol- 
low Hill  on  the  plank  road.*  About 
two  miles  away  from  Wilderness 
Tavern  Ewell  halted,  as  he  was  three 
or  four  miles  farther  advanced  than 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  vii.,  pp. 
.358-360. 


sent  to  Hancock  informing  him  of 
these  movements  and  instructing  him 
to  wait  at  Todd's  Tavern  until  further 
developments.  Early  in  the  jnorning 
Warren  sitarted  for  Parker's  Store 
on  the  Orange  plank  road,  and  when 
near  it  Crawford's  division  was 
commanded  to  halt  in  a  good  position 
on   high   ground;   then,   finding   that 
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Wilson's  cavalry  at  Parker's  Store 
needed  assistance,  Crawford  threw 
out  his  skirmishers  who  encountered 
the  flankers  of  A.  P.  Hill 's  corps. 

Soon  after  8  o'clock  in  the  morning 
Crawford  learned  from  Warren  that 
Ewell  would  be  assailed  on  the  turn- 
pike by  the  divisions  of  Griffin  and 
Wadsworth,  and  he  was  directed  to 
join  in  the  attack  with  one  of  his 
brigades.  Between  9  and  10  o'clock 
Hancock  was  ordered  to  advance  by 
the  Brock  road  to  the  Orange  plank 
road  and  be  ready  to  move  toward 
Parker's  Store;  and  at  about  the 
same  time  three  brigades  of  Getty's 
division  of  Sedgwick's  corps  were 
transferred  from  Wilderness  Tavern 
to  the  intersection  of  the  Brock 
road  with  the  Orange  plank  road, 
directed  to  move  along  the  latter 
and,  attacking  the  enemy,  drive 
him,  if  they  could,  back  beyond 
Parker's  Store.  About  noon  Warren 
attacked  Ewell  who  had  formed  for 
battle  across  the  Orange  pike.  Ad- 
vancing along  both  sides  of  the  pike 
Griffin's  division  struck  Johnson's 
and  drove  it  back.  Rodes'  division 
was  thrown  in  on  Johnson's  right 
south  of  the  pike,  and,  siipported  by 
Early,  who  had  formed  across  the 
pike,  the  line  was  reestablished.  In 
a  severe  and  bloody  fight  Griffin  was 
driven  back,  losing  many  prisoners 
and  two  guns.  On  Griffin's  left  Wads- 
worth's  division  had  advanced,  but 
became  confused  and  was  repulsed  in 
a  demoralized  condition.  McCandless' 
brigade  of  Crawford's  division,  while 


attempting  to  unite  with  Wads- 
worth's  left,  was  nearly  surrounded 
by  Ewell 's  right  and  fell  back  with 
such  heavy  losses  that  Crawford's 
entire  division  had  to  be  drawn  in. 

Thus  all  the  ground  gained  by  War- 
ren was  lost  and  he  assumed  a  new 
line  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  his  first 
but  still  in  front  of  Wilderness  Tav- 
ern, with  his  right  on  the  Orange 
Pike.  Early  in  the  afternoon  General 
Wright's  division  of  Sedgwick's 
corps  came  up  on  Warren's  right  and 
with  Neill's  brigade  of  Getty's  divi- 
sion formed  within  300  yards  of 
Ewell 's  front,  thereby  repelling  one 
of  Ewell's  attacks.  Soon  after  this 
Seymour's  brigade  of  Rickett's  divi- 
sion advanced  to  Neill's  right  and  at 
about  5  o'clock  two  brigades  of  Sedg- 
wick assailed  Ewell's  left,  but  were 
driven  back.  Meanwhile  Getty  had 
arrived  at  the  crossing  of  the  Brock 
road  and  the  plank  road  and  had  been 
instructed  to  attack  the  Confederate 
division  in  his  front  under  Heth 
which  was  supported  by  a  division 
under  Wilcox.  Getty  was  to  be  aided 
by  Hancock  who  had  been  told  to 
move  forward  from  Todd's  Tavern 
by  the  Brock  road  to  drive  A.  P. 
Hill  beyond  Parker's  Store  and 
connect  with  Warren's  left.  At 
4:15  Getty  began  the  movement  and 
about  400  yards  beyond  the  Brock 
road  became  hotly  engaged  with 
Heth's  division.  Hancock  then  went 
forward  to  Getty's  aid  and  the  fight 
became  fierce  and  deadly  at  very  close 
quarters,    continuing    until    8    p.    m. 
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when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
test. Hancock  had  not  gained  much 
ground  but  Hill's  line  had  been 
broken  and  his  right  driven  back  by 
two  brigades  of  Barlow's  division. 
While  Hancock  and  Getty  were  thus 
engaged  Wadsworth's  division  had 
been  sent  in  a  southeasterly  direc- 
tion to  strike  the  Confederates  in 
flank.  He  forced  his  way  as  far  as 
he  could  through  the  forest,  but  not 
far  enough  to  connect  with  Hancock, 
who  halted  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  Brock  road.  The  TJnion  army  had 
fought  in  detachments  with  no  con- 
nection between  its  corps  or  divisions. 
Meanwhile  the  cavalry  divisions  of 
Generals  Gregg  and  J.  H.  Wilson  liad 
been  active.  Wilson,  after  crossing 
the  Eapidan  at  Germanna  Ford,  had 
marched  rapidly  by  Wilderness  Tav- 
ern to  Parker's  Store  from  which  he 
sent  a  reconnoissance  toward  Mine 
Run,  the  rest  of  his  division  going 
into  bivouac.  During  the  night  he  was 
ordered  by  General  Meade  to  advance 
in  the  direction  of  Craig's  Meeting 
House  on  the  Catharpin  road,  leaving 
one  regiment  to  hold  Parker's  Store. 
Just  beyond  Craig's  Meeting  House 
Wilson  was  struck  by  Rosser's  Con- 
federate cavalry  but  drove  it  back 
two  miles  and  at  noon,  having  hoard 
nothing  of  the  approach  of  Meade's 
infantry  and  his  own  position  being 
threatened,  he  began  to  fall  back  on 
Parker's  Store.  He  then  learned  that 
the  regiment  left  there  had  been  at- 
tacked by  Confederate  infantry  and 
that  he  was  cut  off  from  communica- 


tion with  Meade.  Accordingly  he  deter- 
mined to  withdraw  on  the  Catharpin 
road  by  way  of  Shady  Grove  Church 
to  Todd's  Tavern  on  the  Brock  road. 
Before  he  was  fairly  on  the  road  the 
Confederates  harried  him,  but  ho 
succeeded  in  reachiug  Todd's  Tavern 
by  crossing  the  Po  River  at  Corbin's 
Bridge.  A  part  of  his  command  was 
cut  off  but  rejoined  him  later  in  the 
day.  As  he  approached  Todd's  Tav- 
ern he  was  relieved  by  Gregg's  divi- 
sion which,  under  Meade's  orders, 
Sheridan  had  sent  to  assist  him.  Stu- 
art's cavalry,  which  had  closely  fol- 
lowed Wilson,  was  then  driven  back 
by  Gregg  to  Shady  Grove  Church. 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
first  day's  fighting  Grant  prepared  to 
renew  the  battle  the  next  day,  and 
Hancock,  Warren  and  Sedgwick  were 
to  begin  the  attack  at  5  a.  m.,  Burnside 
being  instructed  to  have  two  divisions 
in  position  between  Warren  and  Han- 
cock and  to  advance  them  sinnil- 
taneously.*  During  the  night  of  the 
5th  the  corps  of  Ewell  and  Hill 
strengthened  their  intrenehments  and 
placed  artillery  in  position.  A  few 
minutes  before  5  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  the  second  day's  fight 
opened  by  an  attack  ujion  the  I'nion 
right;  this  was  promptly  met  by  the 
advance  of  Wright's  division  of  the 
6th  corps  which  in  turn  made  two 
assaults  against  the  Confederate  left 
but  was  repulsed  with  severe  losses. 
Warren,  too,   had  been  thwarted  in 


Grant,  Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  105. 
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his  attacks  on  Ewell's  riglit,  but  they 
continued  until  after  10  o'clock  when 
Sedg^vick  and  Warren  were  directed 
to  suspend  them,  to  strengthen  their 
position,  and  to  tlirow  up  new  works, 
so  that  a  part  of  their  troops  could 
be  used  in  an  attack  from  the  vicinity 
of  Hancock's  right  which  had  been 
engaged  in  desperate  conflict.  Han- 
cock had  disposed  the  di\'isions  of 
Gibbon  and  Barlow,  both  under  com- 
mand of  Gibbon,  to  defend  liis  left 
flank  against  an  apprehended  attack 
by  Longstreet,  and  at  5  a.  m.  launched 
the  divisions  of  Birney,  Mott  and 
Getty,  all  under  Birney,  along  the 
Orange  plank  road,  while  at  the  same 
time  Wadsworth's  division  of  War- 
ren's corps  advanced  on  Birney 's 
right.  The  Confederate  divisions  of 
Heth  and  Wilcox  were  attacked  Avith 
such  prodigious  energy  and  skill  that 
they  were  driven  a  mile  and  a  half 
through  dense  woods  and  back  on  the 
trains  and  artillery  near  Lee's  head- 
(juarters.  Just  before  Hill's  troops 
gave  way  the  head  of  Longstreet 's 
corps,  which  had  marched  nearly  all 
night,  came  upon  the  field  at  Parker's 
Store  and  was  sent  along  the  plank 
road  to  support  Heth  and  Wilcox. 
Kershaw's  division  was  in  the  lead 
and  began  to  form  on  the  right  of 
the  road.  At  this  time  Hancock's 
corps  had  become  somewhat  disorgan- 
ized by  the  rush  through  the  under- 
growth, and  Birney 's  left,  when  at- 
tacked by  Kershaw,  was  not  only 
brought  to  a  standstill  but  was  forced 
back  on  the  centre.    Wadsworth's  ad- 


vance had  crowded  many  of  Birney 's 
troops  to  the  south  side  of  the  plank 
road  so  that  a  greater  part  of 
Birney 's  command  was  on  the  left  of 
that  road.  Field's  division  of  Long- 
street's  corps  had  followed  close  after 
Kershaw's  division,  was  formed  on 
the  Confederate  left  of  the  plank 
road,  and,  advancing,  became  hotly 
engaged  with  Birney 's  right  and 
WadsAvorth's  troops,  Gregg's  Texans 
and  Benning's  Georgians  in  the  lead 
bearing  the  brunt  of  the  fight.  Fol- 
lowing Field's  division  came  R.  H. 
Anderson's  division  of  Hill's  corps. 
Tliis  formed  on  the  same  part  of  the 
line,  one  portion  unitivig  with  Field's 
troops  in  the  attack,  while  the  other 
portion  su.pported. 

At  9  o'clock  Hancock  again  at- 
tacked with  the  divisions  of  Birney, 
Mott,  Wadsworth,  Stevenson  of  Burn- 
side 's  corps,  and  three  brigades  of 
Gibbon-'s  division,  l)ut  he  made  no 
headway  and  the  fire  on  the  front  died 
away.  Meanwhile  discovering  that 
Hancock's  left  extended  only  a  short 
distance  from  the  plank  road.  Long- 
street  sent  a  part  of  his  command  to 
the  right  to  attack  Hancock's  left  and 
rear,  planning  then  to  follow  the  flank 
movement  by  a  general  advance  of  the 
entire  corps.  The  onset  first  fell  on 
the  left  of  the  advanced  line  held  by 
Frank's  brigade  partly  across  the 
Brock  road,  and  the  line  was  easily 
swept  aside.  Mott's  division  was 
then  driven  back  in  confusion,  and  the 
demoralization  spread  to  the  troops 
on  the  right  so  that  Hancock  was  com- 
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pelled  to  withdraw  his  entire  corps 
to  the  Brock  road  where  the  troops 
were  re-formed  in  two  lines  bej'ond 
their  intrenchments.  On  Hancock's 
right  Wadsworth's  troops  broke  and, 
in  striving  to  rally  them,  WadsAvorth 
was  mortally  wounded.  Long&treet 
then  ordered  a  general  advance  in  the 
course  of  which,  while  moving  at  the 
head  of  his  column  by  the  flank  down 
the  plank  road  and  when  opposite  the 
force  that  had  made  the  flank  move- 
ment, a  volley  was  fired  that  killed 
General  Jenkins  who  was  in  command 
of  the  leading  brigade  of  Field's 
division  and  so  severely  wounded 
General  Longstreet  that  he  was  not 
able  to  resume  active  duty  until 
October.*  General  Lee  soon  came  up, 
postponed  the  attack  to  a  later  hour, 
and  so  extended  his  line  that  the  right 
rested  on  the  unfinished  Orange  road. 
Meanwhile  a  brigade  of  the  9th  corps, 
which  had  been  sent  to  the  left  under 
Gibbon,  swept  down  in  front  of  Han- 
cock's lines  from  left  to  right  and 
completely  cleared  the  vicinity  of 
every  vestige  of  the  enemy. 

It  had  been  expected  that  Burnside 
would  advance  through  the  space  be- 
tween Warren  on  the  turnpike  and 
Hancock  on  the  plank  road  and  attack 
Hill  and  Longstreet  in  flank,  but  in 
making  his  way  through  the  under- 
growth he  came  upon  a  body  of  Con- 
federates on  a  wooded  crest  near  the 
plank  road  and  therefore  moved  far- 
ther  to   the   left.     It   was   not   until 


*  Longstreet,    From    Manassas    to    Appomattox, 
p.  574. 


afternoon,  therefore,  and  after  Han- 
cock's repulse,  that  they  became  en- 
gaged; they  then  accomplished  little 
and  towai-d  evening  fell  back  and  in- 
trenched. By  this  time  Hancock  had 
re-formed  his  lines,  had  been  rein- 
forced by  troops  sent  from  Meade  and 
planned  to  renew  the  battle  at  6  p.  m.  ; 
but  at  4:15,  having  Longstreet 's  and 
Hill 's  troops  well  in  hand,  Lee  antici- 
pated Hancock's  action  and  advanced 
in  force  against  his  intrenched  lines. 
When  Lee  came  within  100  yards  of 
the  front  line  he  opened  a  severe  fire 
and  at  the  end  of  half  an  hour  a  por- 
tion of  Mott's  division  and  a  part  of 
Birney's  brigade  gave  way.  Through 
this  break  the  Confederates  pushed 
forward,  Anderson's  brigade  of 
Field's  division  taking  possession  of 
that  part  of  the  first  line  of  intrench- 
ments and  planting  its  colors  on  them. 
At  this  point  the  woods  had  taken  fire 
during  the  afternoon  and,  when  Lee's 
force  attacked,  the  log  breastworks  at 
that  part  of  the  line  became  a  mass 
of  flames  which  extended  for  many 
hundreds  of  yards  to  the  right  and 
left.  The  heat  and  smoke  driven  into 
the  faces  of  the  Union  troops  pre- 
vented them  from  firing  over  the  par- 
apets and  at  some  pointsr  obliged  them 
to  abandon  their  position.  Anderson's 
brigade,  taking  advantage  of  this, 
seized  a  part  of  the  breastworks  but 
were  driven  out  by  Carroll's  brigade. 
By  5  o'clock  Lee's  troops  had  been 
completely  repulsed  in  Hancock's 
front  and  the  Confederates  suffered 
severe  losses  in  killed  and  wounded. 
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Just  before  dark  Ewell  sent  two  bri- 
gades of  Early's  division  around  the 
right  of  Sedgwick's  corps  held  by 
Eicketts'  command,  and  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  rest  of  Early's  division 
forced  Ricketts  back  in  some  disorder 
and  captured  Generals  Shaler  and 
Seymour  and  a  large  number  of 
troops.  Wright's  division,  too,  was 
thrown  back  in  confusion  but  he  soon 
restored  order,  and  Early,  withdraw- 
ing, formed  a  new  line  in  front  of  his 
old  one.  During  the  night  an  entirely 
new  alignment  was  drawn  up  by  the 
6th  corps,  its  front  and  right  moving 
back  —  a  change  which  was  con- 
formed to  by  the  right  of  the  5th 
corps.* 

Meanwhile  on  the  left  there  had 
been  some  severe  fighting  at  and  near 
Todd's  Tavern  where  Sheridan  Avas 
holding  the  left  flank  of  the  army  and 
covering  its  trains.  On  the  6th 
Sheridan  had  two  divisions  at  Todd's 
Tavern  commanding  the  road  center- 
ing at  this  point,  and  had  been  attacked 
here  earlier  in  the  day  by  Stuart  who 
was  eager  to  get  at  Grant's  flank  and 
his  wagon  trains;  but  these  attacks 
were  repulsed.  Meade,  anxious  about 
his  left,  directed  Sheridan  to  draw 
back  from  Todd's  Tavern  closer  to 
the  trains,  which  movement  Sheridan 
executed  in  the  afternoon  and  tlie 
Confederate  cavalry  occupied  Todd's, 
Tavern.  On  the  morning  of  the  7th 
neither  side  appeared  in  the  humor 
to    renew   the    struggle.     Reconnois- 


sance  showed  that  the  Confederates 
were  well  intrenched  and  Grant  de- 
cided to  continue  the  movement  by 
the  left  flank ;  so  when  darkness  came 
on,  the  Union  troops  began  their 
march  for  Spotsylvania  Court  House, 
with  the  purpose  of  placing  them- 
selves between  Lee  and  Richmond. 
The  Union  troops  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wildnerness  numbered 
about  101,000  and  their  losses,  as 
officially  reported,  were  2,246  killed, 
12,037  wounded  and  3,383  missing  — 
an  aggregate  of  17,666.  The  Confed- 
erate army  had  numbered  about 
60,000  and  its  losses  were  about 
7,750,  though  no  accurate  reports  are 
obtainable.* 

Grant's  next  objective  being  Spot- 
sylvania Court  Plouse,  only  15  miles 
southeast  of  the  Wilderness,  it  was 
considered  possible  to  reach  it  by 
a  night  march  early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  May  8th.  As  a  preliminary 
to  the  movement  Sheridan's  cavalry 
was  to  seize  Todd's  Tavern  on  the 
Brock  road  midway  between  the 
two  places.  On  the  morning  of  the 
7th  two  brigades  of  Gregg's  divi- 
sion    and     two     of    Merritt's,     dis- 


*  Nicolay   and  Hay,  Lifr  of   Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  366-367. 


*  Sawyer,  0) ant's  Campaign  in  Virginia  ( 1908)  ; 
iruinpliri'vs,  Virgitiia  Catnpaign  of  '6'i  and  'Go, 
pp.  18-56;  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi.;  Grant's 
/'crsonal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  !)7-128;  145-160;  Swinton,  Army  of 
the  Potomac;  Walker,  History  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps;  Gordon,  Reminiscences  of  the  Civil  War; 
Morris  Schaff,  The  Battle  of  the  Wilderness 
(1910);  Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  431-444;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  229-235;  vol.  v.,  pp. 
314-318;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  289-291;  and  the  biog- 
raphies of  Lee.  Stuart,  Grant,  Meade,  Sheridan, 
Thomas  and  other  generals  engaged. 
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mounted  and  fighting  on  foot,  attacked 
Stuart,  driving  him  from  Todd's  Tav- 
ern with  severe  loss.  Fitzhugh  Lee 's 
division  retreated  in  the  direction  of 
Spotsylvania  Court  House  and  Wade 
Hampton's  force  retired  southward  to 
Corbin's  Bridge  across  the  Po  River. 
Sheridan  withdrew  and  encamped 
with  Gregg's  and  Merritt's  divisions 
in  the  open  fields  to  the  east  of  Todd 's 
Tavern.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th  Gregg  took  position  to  guard  the 
roads  from  the  south  while  Merritt's 
divison  renewed  the  engagement  with 
Fitzhugh  Lee  on  the  Spotsylvania 
Court  House  road  in  order  to  open  it 
for  an  advance  of  Warren 's  5th  corps 
from  Todd's  Tavern.  A  severe  en- 
gagement took  place  between  Lee  and 
Merritt,  but  Merritt  gradually  gained 
ground  until  about  6  o'clock  when  he 
was'  reheved  and  Robinson's  division 
of  Warren's  corps  assumed  the  task. 
At  9:30  A.  M.,  Hancock's  2d  corps, 
following  Warren 's,  arrived  at  Todd 's 
Tavern  and  took  position  covering 
the  Brock,  Catharpin  and  Spotsyl- 
vania roads  and  began  to  intrench, 
holding  the  extreme  right  of  the 
army.  At  11 :30  a.  m.  General  Nelson 
A.  Miles'  brigade  with  Gregg's  cav- 
alry brigade  and  a  battery  moved  out 
on  the  Catharpin  road  toward  Cor- 
bin's Bridge;  but  when  within  half  a 
mile  of  it  artillery  on  the  heights 
south  of  the  Po  River  opened  fire, 
whereupon  Miles  immediately  formed 
line,  his  artillery  replpng  to  that  of 
the  enem}'.  This  gave  rise  to  a  skir- 
mish with  Wade  Hampton's  cavalry 


which  was  kept  at  bay,  and  at  5:30 
p.  M.,  when  Miles  began  to  withdraw, 
he  was  attacked  by  Mahone  's  division 
of  infantry  and  fell  back,  fighting  all 
the  way  to  Todd's  Tavern. 

At  3  p.  M.  the  trains  began  their 
movement  toward  Chancellorsville 
and  Piney  Grove  Church.  After  dark 
Warren's  5th  corps  marched  by  the 
Brock  road  in  the  rear  of  Hancock's 
2d  corps  and  arrived  at  Todd's  Tav- 
ern at  3  A.  M.  of  the  8th.  Sedgwick's 
6th  corps  followed,  moving  eastward 
to  Chancellorsville,  then  southward  to 
conne'ct  with  Warren,  while  Burn- 
side's  9th  corps  followed  Sedgwick. 
When  Hancock  reached  Todd's  Tav- 
ern at  9  A.  M.  of  the  8th  he  intrenched. 
Upon  Warren's  arrival  at  Todd's 
Tavern  he  found  Merritt's  cavalry 
division  engaged  with  Fitzhugh  Lee's 
cavalry  and,  as  we  have  seen,  immedi- 
ately sent  Robinson's  division  to  take 
Merritt's  place.  In  the  encounter 
which  ensued  Robinson  was  wounded 
and  his  division  driven  back  to  the 
woods  in  its  rear.  Robinson  had  en- 
countered two  brigades  of  R.  H. 
Anderson's  corps,  the  advance  of 
Lee's  army  which  had  beaten  Grant 
in  the  race  for  Spotsylvania  Court 
House.  At  one  time  Lee  held  the 
opinion  that  Grant  was  retiring  from 
Fredericksburg,  but  being  too  saga- 
cious to  base  his  entire  action  on  one 
supposition  and  surmising  that  Grant 
might  be  moying  toward  Spotsyl- 
vania, Lee  on  the  7th  had  cut  a 
miUtary  road  through  the  forest 
from  the  Orange  plank  road  to  the 
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highway  by  Sandy  Grove  Church 
and  thence  eastward  to  the  court 
house.  Late  in  the  day  Lee  was  in- 
formed by  Stuart  that  Grant's  trains 
were  in  motion  southward  and  accord- 
ingly he  directed  his  army  to  move  to 
the  court  house  on  roads  nearly  par- 
allel to  the  Union  line  of  march.  Gen- 
eral R.  H.  Anderson,  who  commanded 
Long-street's  corps,  had  been  ordered 
to  march  on  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
but  being  much  troubled  by  the  tire 
and  suffocating  smoke  in  the  Wilder- 
ness woods  concluded  to  avoid  it  and, 
setting  out  at  11  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  the  7th,  by  dint  of  marching  all 
the  rest  of  the  night  arrived  near  the 
court  house  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th.  There  he  found  that 
Lee's  cavalry  was  engaged  \vith  War- 
ren's infantry  and  therefore  sent  part 
of  his  corps  to  Lee's  support,  while 
two  brigades  marched  on  to  the  court 
house  and  occupied  it,  Wilson's  cav- 
alry division,  that  had  been  sent  by 
Sheridan  to  seize  it,  withdrawing. 
Lee's  cavalry  retreated  as  Anderson 
came  up,  and  the  latter  took  up  the 
fight  with  Warren.  Griffin's  division 
of  Warren's  corps,  which  had  ad- 
vanced on  Robinson's  right,  was  re- 
pulsed, and  1)oth  commands  fell  back 
upon  Crawford's  and  Cutler's  divi- 
sions which  had  tlien  reached  the 
front.  Cutler  moved  forward  and 
drove  the  Confederates  from  Griffin 's 
right,  and  towards  noon  Warren  in- 
trenched at  about  200  yards  from  the 
enemy.  Shortly  before  1  o  'clock  Sedg- 
wick came  up,  and  late  in  the  dav  be- 


gan an  assault  upon  the  Confederate 
position.  Penrose's  New  Jersey  bri- 
gade of  the  6th  corps  charged  Andei*- 
son's  right,  but  was  repelled.  Craw- 
ford's division  of  Warren's  corps 
then  pushed  forward,  passed  Ander- 
son 's  right  and  struck  Rodes '  division 
of  Ewell's  corps  then  forming  on 
Anderson's  right,  and  forced  it  back 
some  distance ;  whereupon  Rodes  ral- 
lied liis  troops  and  drove  Crawford 
within  his  intrenchments.  During 
the  evening  Ewell's  corps  came  up 
and  posted  on  Anderson 's  right. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps,  under  command  of  Early, 
appeared,  and  Lee  established  his  lines 
covering  Spotsylvania  Court  House 
with  Anderson's  corps  on  the  left  on 
the  Po  River,  Ewell's  corps  in  the 
centre  and  Hill's  on  the  right  cover- 
ing the  Fredericksburg  road.  During 
the  night  Lee  strengthened  his  lines 
while  Grant  readjusted  liis  own. 
Skirmishing  was  kept  up  by  both 
sides,  in  the  course  of  which  General 
Sedgwick  commanding  the  6th  corps 
was  killed,  the  command  then  devolv- 
ing upon  General  Horatio  G.  Wright. 
Early  in  the  day  Burnside  moved 
across  from  the  plank  road  to  the 
Fredericksburg  road  at  the  crossing 
of  Ny  River,  east  of  the  court  lion«e, 
and  threw  one  of  his  divisions  across 
the  river  encountering  infantry  and 
some  dismounted  cavalry.  Hancock 
moved  east  from  Todd's  Tavern  and 
intrenched  on  Warren's  right  over- 
looking the  Po  River. 

At  this  time  Grant  sent  Sheridan 
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witli  10,000  cavalry  and  six  batteries 
to   cut   the   railroads   entering   Rich- 
mond from  the  noi'th  and  northwest. 
Sheridan  moved  along  the  telegraph 
road;  Merritt's  division  crossed  the 
North  Anna  at  Anderson's  Ford  at 
dark  and  encamped;  the  rest  of  the 
cavalry,    harassed   by    a   brigade    of 
Stuart's  cavalry,  halted  for  the  night 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.    Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  march 
was*  resumed.     Several  miles  of  the 
Virginia  Central  Railroad  were  de- 
stroyed and  at  night  Sheridan  crossed 
the  South  Anna,  halting  at  daylight 
of  the  11th  on  the  south  bank.    Early 
on    the    11th    Davies'    brigade    en- 
counteredoMunford's  cavalry  at  Ash- 
land on  the  Fredericksburg  Railroad, 
drove  it  out  of  the  place,  destroyed 
the  depot  and  several  miles  of  rail- 
road and  rejoined   Sheridan's  main 
body  at  Allen's  Station.     Meanw^hile 
General    Fitzhugh   Lee's   cavalry   of 
about  4,500  men  had  made  a  circuitous 
march  to  interpose  between  Sheridan 
and  Richmond  and  had  reached  Yel- 
low Tavern  on  the  Brock  road,  six 
miles    from    Richmond.      Sheridan's 
whole  force  then  advanced,  with  Mer- 
ritt's division  in  the  lead  followed  by 
the     divisions     under     Wilson     and 
Gregg.     Merritt  attacked  and  gained 
the  Brook  road  at  Yellow  Tavern,  but 
Stuart  seized  a  position  on  his  flank 
and  enfiladed  his  line  with  artillery. 
Custer's  brigade,  supported  by  Wil- 
son's division,  then  charged  the  flank- 
ing force,  broke  it,  captured  two  guns 
and  mortallv  wounded  General  Stu- 


art.*    Stuart's  detached  brigade  un- 
der   General    James    B.    Gordon    at- 
tacked Sheridan's  rear  but  was  driven 
back  toward  Ashland  by  Gregg.    Fitz- 
hugh  Lee's    division   then   retreated 
toward  Richmond,  hard  followed  by 
Sheridan  who  entered  the  most  ad- 
vanced lines  of  the  works  encircling 
Richmond.    At  daylight  of  the  12th 
Sheridan  massed  his  force  at  Meadow 
Bridge,  but  finding  the  Confederate 
works  too  strong  to  be  attacked  de- 
cided to  recross  the  Chickahominy  at 
Meadow  Bridge  then  held  by  Gordon's 
cavalry  and  a  battery  on  the  north 
side.    After  a  sharp  engagement  in 
wliich    General    Gordon    w^as    killed, 
Merritt's  division  succeeded  in  cross- 
ing.     Meanwhile    Wilson    had    been 
enabled  to   pass  the   second  line   of 
the  Richmond  advances  on  the  Me- 
chanicsville    road    and   both   he    and 
Gregg    were     attacked    by    the    in- 
fantry brigades  of  Barton  and  Gracie 
and    by    some    dismounted    cavalry. 
At    first    Wilson    was    driven    back 
in  some  disorder  but,  after  a  severe 
contest,  the  Confederates  were  in  turn 
compelled  to  retreat,  and  between  3  and 
4  p.  M.  Wilson  and  Gregg  crossed  the 
Chickahominy  above  the  Mechanics- 
ville  bridge   and   Sheridan  with  his 
corps   encamped   near   Gaines'   Mill. 
The  next  day  he  crossed  to  the  south 
of    the    Chickahominy    by    Bottom's 
Bridge,  marched  through  White  Oak 
Swamp,  and  on  the  14th  encamped  in 
the  vicinitv  of  Haxall's  Landing  on 
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the  James  River.  He  made  several 
demonstrations  on  the  New  Market 
road  in  the  direction  of  Richmond  and 
having  drawn  supplies  from  General 
Butler's  army  then  in  that  vicinity, 
started  on  the  17th  to  rejoin  Grant, 
marching  hy  way  of  White  House  on 
the  Pamunkey.  Detachments  were 
sent  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridges 
over  the  South  Anna  and  to  make 
demonstrations  on  Riclmiond,  and  on 
May  24  Sheridan  rejoined  Grant's 
army  near  Chesterfield  Bridge  on  the 
North  Anna.  In  this  raid  Sheridan's 
losses  were  64  killed,  337  wounded 
and  224  missing.* 

Meanwhile  Burnside  had  reported 
to  Grant  that,  in  his  movement  on  the 
9th,  he  had  met  the  enemy  east  of  the 
court  house  and  judged  from  indica- 
tions in  his  front  that  Lee  was  medi- 
tating an  advance  northward  toward 
Fredericksburg.  Accordingly  Grant 
ordered  Hancock  to  move  on  the  10th 
on  Lee's  left  across  the  east  and  west 
bends  of  the  Po  River  and  late  in  the 
afternoon  the  stream,  some  50  yards 
wide,  was  crossed  by  the  divisions  of 
Barlow,  Giblwn,  and  Birney,  the  last 
meeting  a  stubborn  resistance  from 
cavalry  and  a  battery.  After  crossing, 
three  pontoon  bridges  were  laid  and 
the  troops  were  pushed  toward  the 
Block  House  bridge  with  Barlow  in 


*  Sheridan,  Personal  Memoirs,  vol.  ii. ;  Official 
Records,  vol.  xxxvi.;  Humphreys,  The  Virginia 
Campaign  of  '64  and  '63,  pp.  133-136;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  188-in3:  McClellan, 
Life  and  Campaigns  of  Oeneral  Htuart ;  Theodore 
S.  Garnett,  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  (1908)  :  Davies.  Life 
of  Sheridan;  Wilson,  Under  the  Old  Flag   (1912). 


advance;  but  night  compelled  a  halt. 
At  daybreak  Hancock  made  a  close 
examination  of  the  Block  House 
bridge  with  the  design  of  carrying- it 
])y  assault,  but  during  the  night  Ma- 
hone's  Confederate  division  had  been 
sent  to  that  point  and  had  intrenched 
itself  in  a  position  commanding  the 
bridge  and  its  approaches.  There- 
fore Brooke's  brigade  of  Barlow's 
division  was  sent  down  the  river  to 
find  a  crossing  and  two  regiments 
were  dispatched  by  Birney  along  the 
Andrews  Tavern  road  to  cover 
Brooke 's  movement ;  whereupon  about 
half  a  mile  below  the  bridge  Brooke 
threw  across  a  regiment  wMch  soon 
discovered  a  Confederate  line  of 
earthworks  held  by  artillery  and  in- 
fantry. About  1  0  'clock  Hancock  was 
ordered  by  Meade  to  send  two  divi- 
sions to  aid  Warren  in  an  assault  on 
the  Confederate  lines  at  5  p.  m.,  and 
accordingly  Gibbon  and  Birney  were 
recalled  to  the  other  side  of  the  Po, 
leaving  Barlow  to  hold  the  ground 
south  of  the  river.  Wlien  Birney  be- 
gan to  withdraw,  the  regiments  he  had 
sent  toward  Andrews  Tavern,  having 
driven  back  Wade  Hampton's  cav- 
alry, were  attacked  by  infantry  and, 
as  Meade  did  not  wish  to  bring  on 
an  engagement  south  of  the  Po  River, 
he  ordered  Barlow  to  fall  back,  Han- 
cock being  directed  to  give  the  matter 
personal  attention.  At  2  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  Barlow  began  the  retro- 
grade movement.  At  tMs  time 
Brooke's  and  Brown's  brigades  were 
south  of  the  Shady  Grove  road  and 
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Miles'  and  Smyth's  brigades  were 
along  tlie  road,  the  left  resting  on  a 
crest  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
Block  House  bridge.  As  Barlow  be- 
gan to  retreat  he  was  attacked. 
Heth's  'Confederate  division  of  three 
brigades  and  a  battalion  of  artillery, 
which  had  crossed  the  river  below  the 
Block  House  bridge,  gave  battle  to 
Brooke  and  Brown  as  they  were  with- 
drawing, but  was  driven  off  with  se- 
vere loss,  and  Brooke  and  Brown  then 
took  position  on  a  wooded  crest  on  the 
right  of  Miles.  Heth  followed  closely, 
whereupon  Miles  and  Smyth  re- 
tired to  a  crest  in  front  of  the  bridges, 
and  all  the  artillery,  except  Arnold's 
battery,  was  transferred  to  a  new  po- 
sition on  the  north  bank  of  the  river. 
Heth  again  attacked  Brooke  and 
Brown,  but  was  again  repulsed  with 
heavy  loss.  During  tliis  contest  the 
woods  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
Union  troops  took  fire  and  the  flames 
approached  so  close  that,  upon  the 
second  repulse  of  Heth,  the  brigades 
were  ordered  to  abandon  their  posi- 
tion. Falling  back,  however,  through 
the  burning  forest  in  good  order  and 
inuuediately  recrossing  the  river 
under  heavy  artillery  fire,  Smyth's 
brigade  was  then  sent  across  and  de- 
ployed to  protect  Miles'  crossing,  but 
before  Miles  could  move  the  Confed- 
erates opened  a  furious  artillery  fire 
from  the  front  and  left.  Under  cover 
of  this  the  Confederate  infantry  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  open  ground  in 
front  of  Miles,  but  the  latter  held  it 
in  check  and  the   Confederate  guns 


were  silenced  by  the  Union  batteries 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Taking 
advantage  of  this  respite  Miles  with- 
drew by  the  two  pontoon  bridges,  one 
of  which  was  immediately  taken  up 
and  the  other  destroyed.* 

While  tliis  engagement  on  the  Po 
River  was  in  progress  Warren  was 
preparing  for  an  assault.  Gibbon's 
division  was  recalled,  however,  Han- 
cock was  placed  on  Warren's  right, 
and  at  11  o'clock  two  brigades  ad- 
vanced, met  an  obstinate  resistance 
from  Field's  division  and  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  with  considerable  loss. 
Warren,  too,  made  an  attack  but  was 
repulsed  by  Field,  though  he  gained 
information  of  Field's  position  which 
enabled  him  to  report  to  Meade  that 
a  general  assault  would  be  successful. 
This  onset  was  to  be  made  at  5  p.  m. 
by  Hancock  with  the  5th  and  6th  corps 
and  part  of  his  own,  but  Hancock  was 
engaged  on  the  Po  River  and,  at  3 :45 
p.  M.,  Warren  was  directed  to  exe- 
cute it.  This  was  done  with  Craw- 
ford's and  Cutler's  divisions  of  the 
5th  corps  and  Webb's  and  Carroll's 
brigades  of  the  2d  corps,  but  Warren 
was  repulsed  with  a  heavy  loss.  At 
5 :30,  however,  Hancock  returned  from 
the  Po  River,  and  at  7  o'clock  made 
another  assault  with  the  divisions  of 
Birney  and  Gibbon,  this  being  against 
the  brigades  of  George  T.  Anderson 
and  Gregg,  of  Field's  division.  Some 
of  the  Union  troops  gained  the  works 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi. ;  Humphreys,  The 
Mrginia  Campaign  of  'O-i  and  '65;  Walker,  His- 
tory of  the  Second  Army  Corps. 
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held  by  Gregg's  Texas  brigade,  but  a 
flank  fire  of  Anderson's  brigade  drove 
them  out  and  the  attacking  column 
fell  back  in  a  demoralized  condition. 
At  about  the  same  time  General 
Wright,  on  Warren's  left,  found  a  vul- 
nerable place  on  the  ^vest  face  of  the 
noted  salient  held  by  Eodes'  division 
of  Ewell's  corps  and  made  a  demon- 
stration against  it.  Upton's  brigade 
of  the  6th  corps,  reinforced  by  four 
regiments  of  Neill's  corps  and  sup- 
ported on  the  left  by  Mott's  division 
of  the  2d  corps,  prepared  to  attack 
at  5  p.  M.  After  some  artillery  fire 
Upton  charged  from  the  woods,  went 
over  the  Confederate  works,  broke 
Doles'  brigade  and  jiart  of  Daniels', 
planted  his  colors  on  a  second  line 
of  works  and  captured  a  four-gun  bat- 
tery. Mott,  however,  failed  to  sup- 
port Upton  and,  recovering  from  their 
.surprise,  the  Confederates  threw  two 
brigades  in  Upton's  front.  The  bri- 
gades of  Daniels,  R.  D.  Johnston, 
J.  A.  Walker  and  Steuart  fell  upon 
both  flanks  and  Upton  Avas  then  or- 
dered to  withdraw.  He  lost  about 
1,000  men  and  was  obliged  to  abandon 
the  captured  battery,  but  cari'ied  back 
with  him  1,200  prisoners  and  several 
stands  of  colors.  Farther  to  the  left 
Burnside  made  a  reconnoissance  to- 
ward Spotsylvania  Court  House  and 
had  a  spirited  engagement,  driving 
the  enemy  close  to  the  Fredericks- 
burg road  and  intrenching  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  court  house. 
During  the  10th  the  Union  forces  en- 
gaged numbered  about  38,000  and  the 


losses  were  about  4,200,  while  the  Con- 
federates lost  about  2,000  killed  and 
wounded.  It  was  at  this  juncture  that 
Grant  sent  a  report  to  Halleek  con- 
taining the  grim,  indomitable  w^ords: 
"  I  propose  to  fight  it  out  on  this  line 
if  it  takes  all  summer." 

On  the  11th  Grant  prepared  for  an 
attack  tor  be  made  the  next  day.  Find- 
ing that  the  Confederate  left  was  well 
defended  he  made  arrangements  to 
attack  the  centre  at  a  salient  of  the 
line.  General  Wright  was  directed 
to  extend  his  left,  concentrate  on  that 
vdng,  and  be  prepared  to  cooperate 
with  Hancock  in  an  assault.  Hancock 
with  the  2d  corps  was  to  pass  to  the 
left  of  Wright  during  the  night  and 
attack  the  salient  at  daylight.  War- 
ren's 5th  corps  was  to  operate  against 
the  works  in  his  front  in  order  to 
keep  the  Confederates  in  that  quarter 
busy,  and  on  the  extreme  left  Burn- 
side  was  to  make  a  demonstration 
witli  the  9tli  corps.  During  the  after- 
noon of  the  11th  Wright  extended  his 
lines.  The  two  divisions-  of  Barlow 
and  Birney,  of  Hancock's  corps, 
started  at  10  p.  m.  and  at  midnight 
reached  the  Brown  House  where  they 
found  Mott's  division.  Passing  over 
the  intrenchments  they  began  the  for- 
mation of  an  assaulting  column.  Bar- 
low's division  was  massed  across  a 
clearing  in  two  lines,  each  regiment 
being  doubled  at  the  centre.  The  first 
line  consisted  of  the  brigades  of 
Brooke  and  Miles  and  the  second  of 
those  of  Smyth  and  Brown.  Birney 's 
division    was    formed    on    Barlow's 
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right  in  two  deployed  lines ;  Mott  suc- 
ceeded to  Birney's  rear  and  Gibbon's 
division  was  placed  in  reserve. 

The  point  to  be  assailed  was  where 
Lee's  intrenchments  had  been  carried 


apex  or  east  angle  of  the  works  being 
held  by  Edward  Johnson's  division 
and  the  west  angle  and  face  by  Rodes' 
division.  To  provide  against  contin- 
gencies a  second  line  had  been  laid 


northward  to  inclose  a  space  about 
a  mile  in  length  and  half  a  mile  in 
width,  the  faces  of  the  salient  taken 
together  covering  about  two  and  a 
quarter  miles  in  length  and  being  de- 
fended mainly  by  E well's  corps,  the 

Vol.  VIII  — 29 


off  and  partly  constructed  some  dis- 
tance in  the  rear  and  in  such  a  way 
as  to  cut  off  the  salient  at  its  base. 
In  the  rear  of  this  line  lay  Gordon's 
division  as  a  reserve.  On  Ewell's 
right  was  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  and  on 


444 


THE  BATTLE  OF  SPOTSYLVAXIA  COURT  HOUSE. 


his  left  that  of  Longstreet  under  com- 
mand of  R.  H.  Anderson.  Lee  evi- 
dently thought  that  troops  were  being 
withdi'awTi  from  in  front  of  Ander- 
son 's  corps,  and  believing  that  Grant 
was  making  a  flanking  movement  or- 
dered the  artillery  on  the  left  and 
centre  to  be  withdrawn.  Accordingly 
Ewell's  chief  of  artillery  removed  all 
but  two  batteries  from  the  line  of  Ed- 
ward Johnson's  division,  but  during 
the  night  Johnson  discovered  that  the 
Union  troops  were  massing  in  Ms 
front  and,  believing  that  an  attack 
was  imminent,  requested  Ewell  to  re- 
turn the  artillery  immediately.  At 
dawn  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  Bar- 
low's division,  led  by  the  brigades  of 
Brooke  and  Miles,  began  the  assault. 
On  the  right  Birney  passed,  though 
with  difficulty,  over  the  rough  ground, 
but  kept  nearly  abreast  of  Barlow's 
line.  Brooke  and  Miles  tore  down 
the  abatis  in  front  of  the  Confederate 
works,  sprang  over  the  intrenchments 
and  a  desperate  hand-to-hand  fight 
ensued.  Birney  came  up  on  the  right 
and  in  a  very  short  time  nearly  a  mile 
of  the  works  had  been  carried.  Gen- 
eral Johnson  himself  and  General 
Steuart  with  20  guns,  30  colors  and 
nearly  3,000  men  being  captured. 
With  scarcely  a  halt  Barlow  and  Bir- 
ney swept  on  for  nearly  half  a  mile 
until  they  struck  a  strong  line  of 
works  running  east  and  west  across 
the  base  of  the  salient,  the  existence 
of  which  had  been  hitherto  unknown. 
This  line  of  works  was  held  by  Gen- 
eral   J.    B.    Gordon's    division    and 


Lane's  brigade  of  Hill's  corps.  As 
Gordon  was  about  to  start,  Lee  rode 
to  the  head  of  the  column  evidently 
intending  to  lead  the  charge.  Gordon 
remonstrated,  the  soldiers  refused  to 
advance  unless  Lee  betook  himself  out 
of  danger,  and  finally  one  of  them 
seized  the  general's  bridle  and  led 
hi^  horse  to  the  rear.*  Gordon's  men 
then  attacked  the  Union  lines  behind 
the  captured  works,  and  after  a  fierce 
struggle  in  the  pine  woods,  the-  Union 
troops,  piled  in  upoit  one  another  six 
or  eight  lines  deep,  were"  forced  to 
back  .out  of  the  worksr  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  they  held  the  outer  side. 
A't  tins'  time  the  6th  corps  came  up 
and  took  post  on  the  right  of  the  2d, 
occupjdng  the  line  from  the  west  angle 
southward;  Mott's  division  joined  the 
6th  corpsi  at  that  angle;  and  then, 
farther  on  to  the  left,  came  the  divi- 
sions of  Birney,  Gibbon  and  Barlow. 
There  was  gi'eat  confusion  among  the 
Union  troops  and  the  Confederates 
made  most  determined  efforts  to  re- 
cover their  intrenchments.  Anderson 
sent  troops  from  the  left,  the  three 
brigades'^  of  Hill's  corps  came  from 
the  right,  and  for  nearly  a  mile  the 
combatants  engaged  in  a  desperate  • 
struggle  around  the  bloody  angle. 
They  fired  directly  into  each  other's 
faces;  bayonet  thrusts  were  given 
over  the  intrenchments:  prisoners 
were  pulled  over  the  piles  of  logs  to 
be  killed  or  carried  to  the  rear,  and 
some  even  leaped  the  barrier  and  sur- 


*  Fitzhugh  Lee,  Life  of  Lee,  p.  336 ;  Long,  Life 
of  Lee,  pp.  338,  341. 
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rendered  to  get  out  of  the  deadly  hail 
of  bullets.     Walker  says  : 

"  General  Hancock  had,  as  soon  as  the  first 
success  was  achieved,  brought  up  some  of  his  guns 
to  within  300  yards  of  the  captured  works,  and 
these  were  now  pouring  solid  shot  and  shell  over 
the  heads  of  our  troops  into  a  space  crowded  with 
the  Confederate  brigades;  he  even  ran  a  section 
of  Brown's  Rhode  Island  and  a  section  of  Gibb's 
Fifth  United  States  up  to  the  breastworks;  and 
though  the  muzzles  protruded  into  the  very  faces 
of  the  charging  Confederates  the  begrimed  can- 
noneers for  a  time  continued  to  pour  canister  into 
the  woods  and  over  the  open  ground  on  the  west 
of  the  JlcCod  House.  The  contest  had  settled 
down  to  a  struggle  for  the  recovery  of  the  apex 
of  the  salient  between  the  east  and  the  west  angle. 
*  *  *  Never  before  since  the  discovery  of  gun- 
powder had  such  a  mass  of  lead  been  hurled  into 
a  space  so  narrow  as  that  which  now  embraced 
the  scene  of  combat.  Large  standing  trees  were 
literally  cut  off  and  brought  to  the  ground  by  in- 
fantry fire  alone.  If  any  comparison  can  be  made 
between  the  sections  in  that  desperate  contest,  the 
fiercest  and  deadliest  fighting  took  place  at  the 
west  angle,  ever  afterward  known  as  '  the  bloody 
angle.'  Here  Wright's  Sixth  corps  had  taken 
post  on  coming  up  at  6  o'clock.  •  *  *  All  day 
long  the  bloody  work  went  on,  and  still  the  men 
of  the  North  and  of  the  South  were  not  gorged 
with  slaughter.  The  trenches  had  more  than 
once  to  be  cleared  of  the  dead,  to  give  the  living 
place  to  stand.  All  day  long,  and  even  into  the 
night  the  battle  lasted,  for  it  was  not  until  12 
o'clock,  nearly  twenty  hours  after  the  command 
'  Forward '  had  been  given  to  tlie  column  at  the 
Brown  House,  that  the  firing  died  down  and  the 
Confederates,  relinquishing  their  purpose  to  re- 
take the  captured  vporks,  began  in  the  darkness 
to  construct  a  new  line  to  cut  off  the  salient." 

Both  lines  made  diversions  during 
the  day  to  relieve  tlie  tremendous 
pressure  on  the  centre.  Warren  with 
a  part  of  the  5th  corps  attacked  An- 
derson's command  and  was  repulsed 
with  a  loss  of  over  1,000  men.  On 
Hancock's  left  Burnside's  9th  corps 
made  an  assault  and  after  the  head  of 
Potter's  division  had  secured  a  lodg- 
ment within  Hill's  works  it  was  at- 


tacked in  flank  and  driven  back  with 
heavy  loss.  Later  in  the  day  General 
Early,  commanding  Hill's  corps,  at- 
tempted to  strike  Burnside  in  flank, 
met  the  latter  in  motion  and  drove 
him  back  to  his  works  and  then  retired 
to  his  own  lines.  On  the  12th  the 
Union  forces  engaged  numbered  about 
66,000,  of  whom  6,020  were  killed  and 
wounded  and  800  missing.  There  are 
no  accurate  reports  of  the  Confed- 
erate losses  but  they  were  estimated 
at  between  9,000  and  10,000,  of  whom 
about  4,000  were  captured.* 

On  the  13th  Colonel  Carroll  with  a 
brigade  of  the  2d  corps  found  the  Con- 
federates strongly  intrenched  on  a 
new  line  at  the  base  of  the  salient. 
Dispositions  were  then  made  to  turn 
Lee 's  right  flank,  and  during  the  night 
of  the  loth  the  5th  and  6th  corps  were 
moved  over  to  the  Fredericksburg 
road,  spending  the  next  day  in  get- 
ting into  position.  As  the  Confeder- 
ates were  found  to  be  strongly  in- 
trenched in  front  of  Spotsylvania 
Court  House,  it  was  deemed  inexpe- 
dient to  attack.  During  the  day  Up- 
ton's brigade  of  the  6th  corps  was 
assailed  by  the  Confederates  and 
driven  back  some  distance,  but  the 
ground  was  immediately  retaken  by 
a  brigade  from  the  5th  and  one  from 
the  6tli  corps.  When  Lee  saw  that 
the  5th  corps  had  moved  away  from 
Anderson's  front,  the  latter 's  corps 
was  sent  to  the  extreme  right  beyond 


*  Humphreys,  The  Virginia  Campairjn  of  '64 
and  '65,  pp.  105-106.  See  also  Nicolay  and  Hay, 
Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  379-382. 
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the  Fredericksburg  road  and  the  line 
was  extended  to  the  Po  River,  Ewell 
still  holding  the  works  in  the  rear 
of  the  bloody  salient.  Stormy  weather 
then  came  on  preventing  active  opera- 
tions for  more  than  a  week,  during 
which  time  Grant  endeavored  to  find 
a  vulnerable  spot  in  Lee's  line.  The 
interval  gave  time  for  Union  rein- 
forcements to  come  up,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  18th  Grant  attacked 
again.  The  2d  corps,  with  the  6th 
on  the  right  and  the  9th  on  the  left 
and  Warren  assisting  with  his  heavy 
artillery,  attempted  to  force  Swell's 
lines,  but  in  vain.  Under  the  tire  of 
29  guns  of  Carter's  battalion  which 
swept  all  the  approaches  to  Ewell's 
line,  the  attacking  force  was  driven 
back  with  a  loss  of  over  2,000  killed 
and  wounded,  even  before  it  came  well 
within  the  range  of  musketry.  There- 
fore, finding  Lee's  lines  too  strong  to 
be  broken.  Grant  issued  orders  on  the 
18tli  for  a  movement  to  the  North 
Anna  to  begin  at  12  o'clock  on  the 
night  of  the  19th.  On  tliat  night  the 
2d  and  9th  corps  were  moved  to  the 
left  with  the  2d  in  reserve.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  Ewell  attempted  to 
flank  Grant  and  get  possession  of  the 
Fredericksburg  road,  but  he  was  met 
by  Tyler's  division  reinforced  by 
Crawford's  division  of  the  5th  and 
Birney's  division  of  the  2d  corps,  and, 
after  an  engagement  lasting  until 
dark,  was  driven  back.  Some  of 
Ewell 's  troops  pushing  to  the  rear  on 
the  Fredericksburg  road  met  Fer- 
rero's  division  of  colored  troops  and 


were  repulsed.  Grant's  loss  was  196 
killed,  1,090  Avounded  and  249  missing, 
while  Ewell's  loss  was  only  900.  On 
the  night  of  May  20  Hancock's  2d 
corps,  preceded  by  Torbert's  cavalry, 
marched  for  the  Mattapony  and  North 
Anna  Rivers.  Torbert  attacked  and 
drove  Kemper's  brigade  from  an  in- 
trenched position  at  Milford  Station 
and  across  the  Mattaj^ony,  Hancock 
following  and  intrenching  beyond  the 
river  on  the  21st.  Other  corps  fol- 
lowed Hancock  and  Grant's  advance 
reached  the  North  Anna  in  the  fore- 
noon of  the  23d  at  Ireland  and  Jericho 
fords  and  Chesterfield  bridge,  the  lat- 
ter a  mile  above  where  the  Richmond 
and  Fredericksburg  Railroad  crosses 
the  river.  Lee  followed  and  thus 
the  lines  around  Spotsylvania  Court 
House  were  deserted.  The  entire 
losses  of  the  Union  army  around 
Spotsylvania  Court  House  from  May 
8  to  19  inclusive  are  estimated  by  Gen- 
eral Humphreys  as  15,722  killed  and 
wounded  and  2,001  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  17,723.  The  Confederate 
losses  are  not  known  lint  were  very 
severe.* 

When  Grant's  advance  reached  the 
North  Anna  on  May  23  Lee  was  found 


*  Humphreys,  The  Virginia  Campaign  of  'Git  and 
'ff.5,  pp.  57-118;  Ofp-cial  Records,  vol.  xxxvi.:  Bat- 
tles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  120-1.35,  170-184; 
Powell,  History  of  Ihe  5th  Armii  Corps;  Walker, 
History  of  the  Second  Army  Corps:  Grant,  Per- 
sonal Memoirs,  vol.  ii. ;  Gordon,  Reminiscences  of 
the  Civil  War;  Early,  Last  Year  of  the  War  for 
Independence ;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  445-455;  vol.  iv.,  pp.  235-243;  vol.  v., 
pp.  318-.320;  vol.  viii..  pp.  205-206;  and  biog- 
raphies of  generals  engaged. 
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in  his  front.  He  had  detected  Grant's 
designs,  put  his  army  in  motion  for 
Hanover  Court  House  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  2od  was  south  of 
the  North  Anna  in  position  cover- 
ing the  roads  and  railroads  leading 
to  Richmond.  Here  he  was  joined  by 
General  Breckinridge  from  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley  and  by  Pickett's  divi- 
sion from  near  Richmond.  Ewell  was 
on  the  right,  Anderson  in  the  centre 
and  A.  P.  Hill  on  the  left,  with  Breck- 


Bartlett's  brigade  and,  with  a  loss  of 
about  o50  men,  drove  Wilcox  back 
with  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
and  nearly  1,000  pi'isoners.  About 
the  same  time  Hancock  prepared  to 
force  a  passage  at  Chesterfield  bridge. 
A  part  of  Kershaw's  division  held  a 
bridge-head  north  of  the  stream  and 
at  about  6  o'clock  the  brigades  of  Col- 
onels Pierce  and  Egan  carried  this 
point  with  a  loss  of  about  100  men, 
the  Confederates  retreating  across  the 


iuridge  and  Pickett  in  reserve.  The 
Union  5th  corps  under  Warren 
crossed  the  river  at  Jericho  Ford  and 
at  4:30  p.  M.  on  the  23d  was  in  line  of 
battle  about  a  half  mile  from  the  river. 
Cutler's  division  on  the  right,  Griffin's 
in  the  centre  and  Crawford's  on  the 
left,  its  flank  resting  on  the  North 
Anna.  At  6  o'clock  Wilcox's  division 
of  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  attacked  Cutler's 
division  and  part  of  Griffin's,  drove 
i)ack  Cutler  in  some  disorder,  and  un- 
covered Griffin's  right,  but  Griffin 
drew  back  his  right,  was  supported  by 


river.  During  the  night  of  the  l!3d 
Lee  shortened  his  line  so  that  it 
formed  a  right  angled  triangle  with 
the  right  angle  opposite  Ox  Ford  and 
extending  down  the  river  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  and  then  southeast 
to  near  Hanover  Junction.  The  left 
under  A.  P.  Hill  ran  from  Ox  Ford* 
southwest  across  the  Virginia  Central 


*  In  the  atlas  to  the  Officia!  Records  Ox  Ford 
is  called  Oxford  Ford,  but  in  Battles  and  Leaders 
and  other  works  it  is  called  Ox  Ford.  In  the 
map  we  have  followed  the  Official  Records  but 
in    the   text   liave   followed   the   others. 
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Railroad  to  Little  River.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th  Hancock  crossed 
the  river  unopposed  and  began  to  in- 
trench within  700  yards  of  Lee's  line. 
About  6  p.  M.  Smj'th's  brigade  was 
assailed  and  became  sharply  engaged. 
Barlow's  division  prepared  to  attack 
but  Lee's  position  Avas  found  to  be  so 
strong  that  this  project  was  aban- 
doned. At  the  same  time  Wright's 
6th  corps  crossed  the  river  at  Jericho 
Ford  and  joined  Warren.  Burnside's 
Uth  corps  arrived  at  Ox  Ford  but  could 
not  cross  in  the  front  of  the  blunt 
angle  of  Lee's  line  holding  the  south 
side ;  whereupon  Potter's  division  was 
sent  to  the  left  and,  crossing  lower 
down,  formed  on  Hancock's  right 
while  Crittenden's  division  moved  up 
stream  to  near  Quarles'  Mill  and, 
crossing,  joined  Crawford's  division 
of  Warren's  corps.  Supported  by 
Crawford  Crittenden  moved  forward 
to  open  the  way  for  Wilcox's  division 
to  cross,  but  was  attacked  by  Ma- 
hone's  division  and  driven  back  with 
severe  loss.  Everywhere  Lee  was 
well  intrenched.  Grant  found  himaelf 
with  two  wings  on  one  side  of  a  stream 
difficult  at  all  times  to  cross  and  liable 
to  sudden  freshets,  while  his  centre 
was  on  the  other  side.  Lee's  centre 
like  a  blunt  wedge  stood  ready  to  re- 
ceive him  and  interpose  between  his 
wings,  neither  of  which  could  support 
the  other.  Thus  Grant  was  com- 
pletely checkmated.  Lee's  position 
was  too  strong  to  assail,  so  Grant 
coolly  ordered  the  trains  to  recross 
the  river  on  the  25th,  crossed  himself 


on  the  night  of  the  26th  and,  32  miles 
marching  to  the  left,  crossed  the  Pa- 
munkey  at  and  near  Hanovertown  by 
the  afternoon  of  the  28th.* 

General  Sheridan  with  Torbert's 
and  Gregg's  cavalry  divisions  led  the 
advance.  Torbert  crossed  the  Pa- 
munkey  at  Hanover  Ferry  on  the  27th 
after  considerable  skirmishing  in 
which  he  took  about  60  prisoners,  and 
the  two  cavalry  divisions  supported 
by  Russell's  division  of  infantry 
pushed  on  to  Hanovertown  and  biv- 
ouaced  for  the  night.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th  Sheridan  was  permit- 
ted to  make  a  demonstration  and 
discovered  the  enemy's  position.  Ad- 
vancing along  the  Mechanicsrille  road 
Gregg's  division  encountered  the  two 
cavalry  divisions  of  Wade  Hampton 
and  Fitzhugh  Lee  and  Butler's  South 
Carolina  brigade  about  a  mile  beyond 
Hawes'  Shop.  Gregg  attacked  and 
then  ensued  a  severe  cavalry  engage- 
ment which  continued  several  hours, 
neither  side  yielding  ground.  Finally 
late  in  the  day  Custer's  brigade  of 
Torbert's  division  came  up,  dis- 
mounted, formed  in  close  column  of 
attack  in  the  centre  of  Gregg's  line 
and  then  the  whole  line  charged,  driv- 
ing the  Confederates  back  upon  their 
infantry  at  Totopotomoy.  Gregg's 
loss  was  256  killed  and  wounded;  the 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi. :  Grant,  Personal 
Memoirs,  vol.  ii.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv., 
pp.  135-137,  146-147;  Pennypacker,  Life  of 
Meade;  Humphreys,  Virginia  Campaign  of  '6-} 
and  '65,  p.  119  et  seq.;  Walker,  History  of  the 
Hecond  Army  Corps,  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory,  vol.    iii.,   pp.    458-462. 
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entire  Union  loss  was  44  killed  and  306 
wounded.  The  Confederates  loss  is 
not  known.* 

Aieanwliile,  as  we  have  seen,  Lee 
had   learned   of    Grant's   movements 
and  on  the  27th  put  his  army  in  mo- 
tion  to   interpose   between   him   and 
Hichmond.     Earl^^'s  corps  crossed  the 
South  Anna  and  by  noon  of  the  28th 
was  in  position  with  its  right  near 
Beaver  Dam  Creek,  its   left  on  the 
Totopotomoy  near  Pole  Green  Church, 
four  miles  from  Hawes'  Shop.     An- 
(kn-son's    corps    formed    on    Early's 
right    and    covered    the    road    from 
White  House  on  the  Pamunkey  by  Old 
Church,    Bethesda    Church    and   Me- 
chanicsville  to  Richmond.  Hill's  corps 
and     Breckinridge's     command     ex- 
tended on  Early's  left  to  near  Atlee's 
Station  crossing  the  Virginia  Central 
Railroad,  a  mile  north.     In  the  after- 
noon of  the  28th  the  6th  and  2d  Union 
corps  crossed  the  Pamunkey  at  Hunt- 
ley's, four  miles  above  Hanovertown, 
and  took  position  across  the  Hanover 
Court  House  road  at  Crump's  Creek, 
and  the  5th  corps  crossed  at  Hanover- 
town, the  left  near  the  Totopotomoy, 
while  the  9th  corps  crossed  at  mid- 
night.    The    2d,    5th    and    6th    corps 
formed   line    near    Hanovertown,    17 
miles  from  Richmond,  the  6th  being 
on  the  right,  the  2d  in  the  centre  and 
the  5th  on  the  left.     At  noon  of  the 
29th  Barlow's  division  of  the  2d  corps 
advanced  from  Hawes'  Shop  to  At- 


lee's Station,  driving  before  it  small 
bodies  of  Confederate  cavalry  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Totopotomoy  where 
the  infantry  was  found  strongly  in- 
trenched.    Warren's   5th  corps   took 
position  on  the  Shady  Grove  Church 
road;  Wright's  6th  corps  moved  on 
the  right  of  the  2d,  occupying  for  a 
time  Hanover  Court  House,  and  then 
closing  in  to  the   left;   and  the  9th 
corps  moved  between  the  2d  and  5th, 
pushing    out    on    the    right    to    Pole 
Green  Church.     During  the  30th  there 
was  incessant  skirmishing,  and  late 
in    the    day   Early's    corps    attacked 
Warren  near  Bethesda  Church  in  an 
attempt  to  turn  his  left,  but  was  re- 
pulsed.    To  relieve  Warren  Hancock 
was  ordered  to  attack  at  7  o'clock  and 
Brooke 's  brigade  carried  the  first  line 
of  rifle-pits  occupied  by  the  Confed- 
erates.    On  the  31st  Birney's  division 
crossed  the  Totopotomoy  and  carried 
the  enemy's  advanced  line  on  the  right 
of  the  Richmond  road.     General  Wil- 
son's cavalry  division  moved  to  Han- 
over Junction  and  destroyed  the  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  North  Anna,  at 
the  same  time  defeating  the  Confed- 
erate   cavalry    and   driving   it    from 
Mechump's  Creek.* 

On  May  31  Grant's  army  extended 
along  the  road  from  near  Hanover 
Court  House  to  Cold  Harbor,  the  6th 
corps  being  about  six  miles  northeast 


'Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi.;  Humphreys,  The 
Virginia  Campaign  of  '6'/  and  'Go.  p.  160  et  seq.; 
Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  138,  147,  196. 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi.:  Walker,  History 
of  the  Second  Army  Corps;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  137,  138,  147,  214,  233,  244;  Hum- 
phreys, Virginia  Campaign  of  '6!/  and  '65,  p.  165 

et  seq. 
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of  the  court  house  and  to  its  left  re- 
spectivelj^  the  2d,  9th  and  5th  corps. 
The  18th  corps  was  at  White  House 
on  the  Pamunkey  where  it  had  just 
arrived  from  tlie  Army  of  the  James. 
On  the  right  of  Grant's  Hne  was  Gen- 
eral J.  H.  Wilson's  cavalry  division, 
and  on  the  left  Sheridan  with  the  two 
cavalry  divisions  of  Torbert  and 
Gregg".  The  18th  corps  had  been  with 
General  Butler  in  his  campaign  along 
the  James.  Butler  had  been  informed 
that  Richmond  was  his  objective  and 
was  directed  to  be  well  up  James 
River  toward  Richmond  by  daylight 
of  May  5  and  to  push  ahead  with  all 
energy.  If  Lee  should  fall  back  be- 
fore Richmond,  Butler  was  to  cooper- 
ate with  Grant.  If  he  were  able  to 
invest  Richmond  from  the  South  so 
that  his  left  could  rest  on  the  James, 
the  junction  with  Grant  was  to  take 
place  there.  In  case  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  should  approach  from  that 
quarter,  Butler  was  to  attack  vigor- 
ously and  either  carry  the  city  or  as- 
sist Grant  by  detaining  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy  there.*  Butler's  force 
consisted  of  the  10th  corps  under  Gill- 
more,  the  18th  corps  under  AV.  F. 
Smith,  in  all  about  32,000  men,  and 
3,000  cavalry  under  A.  V.  Kautz.  By 
May  6  Butler  liad  reached  and  in- 
trenched at  Bermuda  Hundred  Neck. 
Kautz 's  cavalry  division  moving  from 
Suffolk  destroyed  several  bx'idges  on 
the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  and  the 


Weldon  Railroads  and  joined  Butler 
on  the  10th. 

The  day  before,  Butler  had  ad- 
vanced with  the  greater  part  of  his 
force  to  strike  the  railroad  connecting 
Richmond  and  Petersburg.  Witli  a 
large  part  of  the  10th  and  18th  corps 
Gillmore  and  W.  F.  Smith  moved  out 
on  the  morning  of  May  9  and  de- 
stroyed the  road  from  Chester  Station 
on  the  north  to  Swift  Creek  on  the 
south,  a  distance  of  six  miles.  Ar- 
riving at  the  creek  and  driving  the 
Confederate  skirmishers  across  it,  the 
Union  troops  found  that  the  stream 
was  not  fordable  and  that  the  bridges 
were  held  by  Hagoods'  and  a  part  of 
B.  R.  Johnson's  brigade,  with  artil- 
lery posted  on  the  south  bank.  There 
was  a  sharp  engagement  across  the 
stream,  with  artillery  and  infantry,  in 
which  each  side  lost  about  150  men, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the 
expedition  returned  to  Bermuda 
Hundred.* 

Butler  found  his  advance  barred  by 
strong  works  at  Drewry 's  Bluff  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  eight  miles 
below  Richmond.  The  works  could 
not  be  reached  by  the  navy  and  on  the 
land  side  the  bluff  was  defended  by 
22,000  infantry  and  over  2,000  cavalry, 
besides  field  artillery  and  heavy  guns. 
On  May  12  Butler  advanced  several 
divisions  of  Gillmore 's  and  Smith's 
corps  between  the  railroad  and  the 
river,  and  after  some  fighting  the  Con- 
federates fell  back  toward  Drewry 's 


*  See  the  criticism  of  Grant's  plan  in  Swinton, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  pp.  462-464. 
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Bluff.  On  the  15th  there  were  skir- 
mishes and  artillery  firing,  and  Bean- 
regard  issued  orders  for  an  attack 
the  next  morning  to  cut  Butler  off 
from  Bermuda  Hundred  and  capture 
or  destroy  his  army.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  16th,  under  cover  of  a 
thick  fog,  an  assault  was  made  upon 


in  front  of  Butler's  lines.  On  the 
'20th  Beauregard  carried  some  of  But- 
ler's advanced  lines  and  a  sharp  tight 
ensued  to  regain  tlieni,  which  was  only 
partially  successful,  a  portion  of  them 
being  retaken  by  Howell's  brigade  of 
the  10th  corps,  which  lost  70l!  men, 
while  the  Confederate  loss  was  about 


Smith's  line  which  was  forced  back 
in  some  confusion  and  with  consider- 
able loss.  At  the  same  time  an  attack 
was  conducted  against  Gillmore  who 
not  only  repulsed  it  but  also  sent  help 
to  Smith.  Toward  evening,  however, 
Butler  ordered  his  troops  to  fall  back, 
and  at  night  they  were  in  their  in- 
trenchments  at  Bermuda  Hundred, 
Beauregard  following  and  intrenching 


800.  On  the  29th  Smith,  with  three 
divisions  of  the  10th  and  18th  corps, 
16,000  men  and  16  guns,  left  the  Army 
of  the  James  and  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  Mean- 
while on  May  12  Kautz  had  conducted 
a  cavalry  expedition  to  cut  the  Dan- 
ville Railroad  near  Appomattox  Sta- 
tion and  was  successful  in  blowing  up 
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a  bridge  at  that  place,  and  breaking 
up  the  road  and  destroying  stores  at 
several  stations.  He  then  inflicted 
considerable  damage  on  tlie  Peters- 
burg and  Lynchburg  Railroad  and  on 
the  Weldon  Railroad  at  Jerrett's  Sta- 
tion. The  Union  loss  from  May  14 
to  16  was  390  killed,  2,380  wounded 
and  1,390  missing,  and,  including  all 
of  Butler's  engagements  and  Kaiitz's 
cavalry  operations  from  May  5  to  31, 
the  Union  loss  was  609  killed,  3,769 
wounded  and  1,580  missing.  The 
Confederate  loss  cannot  be  definitely 
ascertained,  but  it  was  less  than  that 
of  the  Union  army.* 

As  Grant  could  not  depend  upon 
Butler  for  any  aid  he  decided  to  rely 
solely  on  his  own  troops.  Accordingly 
an  advance  was  ordered  along  the 
whole  line,  and  on  the  31st,  after  a 
severe  fight,  Sheridan  occupied  Cold 
Harbor.  Lee's  position  was  so 
strongly  intrenched  and  so  difficult  of 
access  that  Grant  determined  to  ex- 
tend by  his  left  on  Lee's  right.  In 
view  of  this  extension  Cold  Harbor 
became  an  important  point,  since  there 
the  roads  concen'trated  from  Bethesda 
Church,   Old  Church,   White   House, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi. ;  Humphreys,  The 
Viryinia  Campaign  of  '(iJi  and  'G.i,  pp.  137-159; 
Grant,  Personal  Memoirs;  Battles  and  Leaders, 
vol.  iv.,  pp.  195-212;  Roman,  Military  Operations 
of  General  Beauregard;  George  A.  Bruce,  General 
Butler's  Bermuda  Campaign  (1!)12);  Johnson 
Hagood,  General  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  His  Com- 
prehensive and  Aggressive  Strategy.  Drewry's 
Bluff  and  Petersburg,  in  Southern  Historical  So- 
eicfy  Papers,  vol.  xxviii.,  pp.  318-334  (1900); 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  243- 
248;   vol.  v.,  pp.  321-322;   vol.  viii.,  pp.  207-211. 


New  Bridge  and  all  the  bridges  across 
the  Chickahominy  above  and  below 
New  Bridge.*  At  midnight  of  May 
31  General  H.  G.  Wright's  6th  corps 
was  sent  along  the  rear  of  the  army 
to  Cold  Harbor  and  was  directed  to  be 
there  by  dayUght  on  June  1  to  support 
Sheridan,  who,  it  was  believed,  would 
lie  attacked  in  force  at  daybreak. 
Wright  did  not  arrive  until  9  o'clock, 
however,  and  by  this  time  Sheridan 
had  repulsed  two  determined  attacks 
of  Kershaw's  division.  At  3  p.  m.  on 
May  31  the  18th  corps  under  W.  F. 
Smith  was  ordered  to  march  upon 
White  House  and  form  on  the  right  of 
the  6th  corps,  but  owing  to  a  mistake 
in  the  order  Wright  did  not  reach  his 
position  until  the  afternoon  of  June 
1.  Opposing  the  two  corps  were  the 
Confederate  divisions  of  Hoke,  Ker- 
shaw, Pickett  and  Field.  In  front  of 
the  main  line  was  a  row  of  rifle-pits 
which  it  was  necessary  to  take  before 
Lee  concentrated  on  that  flank  and 
thus  covered  the  road  to  Richmond. 
Between  5  and  6  o'clock  Wright  and 
Smith  assaulted,  the  latter  carrying 
the  advance  Confederate  works  and 
holding  them,  the  Confederates  fall- 
ing back  to  a  new  line.  The  loss  in  the 
two  assaulting  corps  was  about  2,200. 
On  the  morning  of  June  2  Sheridan 
advanced  Gregg's  division  to  Sum- 
ner's bridge  on  the  Chickahominy,  at- 
tacked a  force  of  infantry,  cavalry 
and  artillery  posted  near  the  bridge, 


*  \Mtli  rogard  to  tlie  importance  of  Cold  Har- 
bor see  Coppee,  Grant  and  His  Campaigns,  pp. 
336-339. 
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carried  their  advance  position  and 
held  it  until  Hancock's  corps  arrived. 
Late  on  the  1st  Hancock's  2d  corps 
moved  from  the  extreme  right  to  take 
position  on  Wright's  left,  but  the 
corps  took  the  wrong  road  and  did  not 
arrive  until  7  o'clock,  Avhen,  under 
heavy  skirmishing,  Hancock  formed 
line  across  the  road  from  Cold  Harbor 
to  Dispatch  Station. 


18th  corps  was  to  the  left  of  the  5th; 
and  the  6th  and  2d  corps  were  to  the 
left  of  the  18th.  Lee  had  observed 
these  movements  and,  preferring  to 
take  the  initiative  himself,  ordered 
Early  on  June  2  with  three  divisions 
to  attack  Grant's  right  flank  and  drive 
it  down  in  front  of  the  Confederate 
line.  Early  found  Burnside  in  the  act 
of  A\ithdrawing  from  near  Sydnor's 


COLD  HARBOR 


The  attack  was  to  be  deferred  until 
the  morning  of  June  3,  at  which  time 
Grant's  line  was  held  on  the  right  by 
General  J.  H.  Wilson's  cavalry  from 
the  Pamunkey  to  Bethesda  Church; 
Warren's  5th  corps  stretched  from 
Bethesda  Church  about  three  miles  to 
Beulah  Church;  Burnside 's  9th  coi-ps 
had  been  ordered  to  A\-ithdraw  from 
the  extreme  right  and  formed  in  War- 
ren's rear  to  support  his  right;  the 


Mill  to  take  position  in  Warren's  rear. 
He  attacked  and  captured  the  skir- 
mish line  and  fell  upon  Burnside 's 
rear  division,  but  the  latter  with  the 
assistance  of  the  other  di%dsions 
checked  Early,  though  not  before  he 
had  reached  the  rear  of  a  part  of  War- 
ren's  skirmish  line.  Eodes'  division 
had  attacked  Warren's  front,  but 
Warren  repulsed  the  attack  and  at 
night    both    sides    intrenched.      The 
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Union  losses  on  June  1  and  2  were 
5,000  killed  and  wounded. 

Meanwliilfr  Lee  closed  in  to  the  right 
and    formed    his    lines    in    front    of 
Grant's  left,  his  right  on  the  Chicka- 
hominy  near  Alexander's  Bridge,  his 
left  extending  in  the  direction  of  the 
Totopotomov.    A.  P.  Hill's  corps  was 
on  the  right,  Longstreet's,  commanded 
by  R.  H.  Anderson,  in  the  centre  and 
Early's  on  the  left,  with  cavalry  on 
both   flanks.     The    line    included    the 
ground  on  which  was  fought  the  battle 
of  Gaines'  Mill  in  June  of  1862  and 
covered  all  the  main  roads  to  Rich- 
mond.    Grant's  whole  line,  except  the 
cavalry  on  the  left,  was  ordered  to 
assault   Lee's    lines    at   4:30    on    the 
morning  of  June  3.     Reinforced  by 
2,000  cavalry  and  3,000  infantry  Wil- 
son was  ordered  from  Hanover  Court 
House    to    Hawes'    Shop    to    attack 
Early's  left  and  rear.    The  main  work 
was  to  be  done  by  the  2d,  6th  and  18th 
corps  supported  by  the  5th  and  9th. 
At  the  signal  of  assault  the  soldiers 
sprang  promptly  to  their  work.     On 
the  left  Barlow's  and  Gibbon's  divi- 
sions  of  the   2d   corps   leaped   their 
M'orks  and  under  a  severe  fire  of  artil- 
lery and  musketry  drove  in  the  Con- 
federate advanced  line  and  in  many 
cases  gained  the  main  line,  but  the 
latter  was  soon  retaken  and  in  20  min- 
utes from   the   time   the   signal  was 
given  the  2d  corps  was  repulsed  with 
a  loss  of  3,000  men,  including  many  of 
its  best  officers.*     The  men  did  not 


'  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxvi.,  pt.  i.,  p.  367. 


retreat  far  but  lay  down  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Confederate  works  and 
began    to    intrench.     The    6th    corps 
fared  no  better.     Its  three  divisions 
rushed  to   the   assault,  carried   some 
advanced  rifle-pits  and  attacked  the 
main  line,  but  being  attacked  in  turn 
by  a  severe  musketry  fire  and  an  en- 
filading artillery  fire  were   repulsed 
with  a  loss  of  800  killed  and  wounded, 
though  they  had  gained  positions  at 
some  points  not  over  40  yards  from 
the  enemy's  works  where  they  lay  in- 
trenched.    On   the    right   of   the   6th 
corps  the  18th  corps  was  obliged  to 
form  one  division  to  the  right  to  pro- 
tect its  flank.     The  divisions  of  Mar- 
tindale    and    Brooke    assaulted,    but 
were  quickly  driven  back  with  a  loss 
of  about  1,000  men,  and  desisted  from 
further  effort.  Thus  in  less  than  an  hour 
the  three  corps  had  lost  nearly  5,000 
men  in  killed  and  wounded.     Meade, 
however,  ordered  another  assault,  but 
Smith,  Wright  and  Hancock  refused 
to  obey  as  it  meant  a  wanton  waste  of 
life.    Accordingly,  having  received  the 
opinion  of  his  corps  commanders  that 
further  assault  was  inadvisable.  Grant 
at  1 :30  p.  M.  issued  orders  to  intrench 
with  a  view  to  advancing  against  the 
enemy's  works  by  regular  approaches. 
Meanwhile,    early    in    the    morning, 
Burnside  with  the  9th  corps  and  War- 
ren with  the  5th  had  attacked  Early 
farther  on  the  right,  occupied  some  of 
the  positions  taken  from  the  Confed- 
erates on  the  2d,  intrenched  close  up 
to   Early's    line   and   were   about   to 
make  an  assault  when  orders  were  re- 
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ceived  to  suspend  attack.  The  loss 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  the 
entire  day  of  June  3  was  7,000  killed 
and  wounded.  All  night  of  the  3d 
both  armies  were  intrenching.  The 
lines  were  so  close  that  no  pickets 
could  be  thrown  out,  but  as  there  were 
many  wounded  between  the  lines  a 
truce  was  arranged  on  the  7th  for  the 
removal  of  the  wounded,  though  by 
this  time  exposure  and  starvation  had 
transferred  the  greater  part  of  them 
to  the  death  roll.    Regular  approaclies 


were  made  by  the  Union  lines,  but  as 
an  assault  gave  no  promise  of  success. 
Grant  on  the  night  of  the  llith  with- 
drew to  cross  the  James  River.  \t 
Cold  Harbor,  Grant  had  103,000  men 
present  for  duty.  His  losses  from 
June  1  to  12  were  1,8-15  killed,  9,077 
wounded  and  1,81G  missing,  an  aggre- 
gate of  12,738.  Lee's  army  did  not 
exceed  65,000  men  and  his  losses  prob- 
ably did  not  exceed  2,600  killed  and 
wounded.* 


CHAPTER    XXXVI. 

1863-1865. 

THE    FREE   STATES   AND   RECONSTRUCTION! 

The  battle  of  Helena  and  the  capture  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  —  The  reconstruction  of  Arkansas  —  The  formation 
of  "  Ifnion  Associations"  in  Louisiana  —  The  reconstruction  plans  of  Banks  and  Lincoln  —  The  adoption 
of  a  constitution  abolishing  slavery  —  Johnson's  course  in  Tennessee  ^- The  amendment  of  the  State  consti- 
tution—  The  election  and  inauguration  of  Governor  Brownlow  —  The  rival  factions  in  Maryland  —  The 
methods  employed  to  secure  the  ratification  of  the  constitution  —  Radical  and  conservative  disputes  in  Missouri 
—  Price's  invasion  —  The  adoption  of  the  "  Drake  Constitution  " — The  test  oath  and  its  effect  —  Blair's  course. 


The  year  1863  had  been  one  of  dis- 
aster for  the  Confederate  arms  in 
Arkansas.  In  January  Arkansas  Post 
was  captured  after  a  gallant  defence 
of  three  days.  On  July  4  Lee  was 
defeated  at  Gettysburg,  Yicksburg 
was  surrendered  to  Grant,  and  in 
Arkansas  the  Confederates  sustained 
a  crushing  defeat  at  Helena.  After 
July  13,  1862,  when  General  Curtis 
arrived  there  from  western  Arkansas, 
Helena  had  been  occupied  by  T^iiioii 
troops  and  on  July  4,  1863,  was  held 
by  a  division  of  the  13th  corps  under 
General  Salomon  and  a  brigade  of 
cavalry  —  in   all  4,129  effective  men 


under  command  of  General  B.  M. 
Prentiss.  Helena  was  surrounded  by 
hills  and  those  nearest  the  citv  were 
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strongly  fortified  —  Graveyard  Hill  in 
the  centre,  Fort  Rigliter  on  the  north 
(or  right),  and  Fort  Hindman  on  the 
south  (or  left) — all  these  being  con- 
nected by  a  line  of  bastions  and  rifle- 
pits,  both  ends  of  which  rested  on  the 
river.  Toward  the  middle  of  .June 
the  Confederates  decided  to  attack  the 
place,  and  it  was  hoped,  if  successful, 
to  raise  the  siege  of  ^  icksburg,  or  if 
Vicksburg  fell,  still  to  keep  the  river 
closed.  General  Holmes  was  ordered 
to  move  from  Little  Rock  with  about 
7,600  men,  consisting  of  Price's  and 
Marmaduke's  divisions,  Fagan's  bri- 
gade of  infantry  and  Walker's  brigade 
of  cavalry.  On  the  evening  of  July  3 
Holmes  bivouaced  about  four  miles 
from  Helena,  and  at  midnight  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  mile  of  the  outer 
works.  The  assault  was  ordered  to 
begin  at  daylight.  On  the  Confed- 
erate right  Fagan  with  1,770  men  ad- 
vanced on  Fort  Hindman,  carried  all 
the  outer  intrenchments,  and  made  a 
desperate  attempt  to  take  the  fort, 
but  was  reiDulsed  with  a  loss  of  over 
400  men.  Meanwhile,  on  the  left, 
Marmaduke's  infantry  and  Walker's 
cavalry,  aggregating  2,780  men,  were 
repulsed  in  their  assault  on  Fort 
Righter.  In  the  centre  Price,  with 
3,100  men,  carried  all  the  intrench- 
ments in  his  front,  seized  Graveyard 

Jones,  J.  E.  Cooke,  Fitzhugh  Lee,  Long,  W.  P. 
Trent,  P.  A.  Bruce,  H.  A.  White,  G.  Bradford, 
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Marse  Robert  (1004)  :  F.  T.  Hill,  On  the  Trail  of 
Grant  and  Lee  (1011);  Woodbury,  Burnside  and 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps;  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  iii.,  pp.  463-471:  vol.  iv.,  pp.  251-254; 
vol.  v.,  pp.  320-321;  vol.  vi.,  pp.  201-292. 


Hill,  and  ordered  one  brigade  to  take 
the  town  and  another  to  assault  Fort 
Hindman  in  the  rear;  but  the  Union 
troops  checked  the  advance  of  the  two 
brigades  and  drove  them  back,  and, 
as  the  attacks  of  the  right  and  left 
assaulting  columns  had  been  repulsed, 
the  Union  fire  was  concentrated  on 
Price.  Accordingly,  seeing  the  utter 
futility  of  further  fighting.  Holmes  at 
10:30  gave  the  order  to  withdraw  and 
led  his  troops  back  to  Little  Rock. 
The  Union  loss  was  57  killed,  146 
wounded  and  36  missing.  The  Con- 
federate loss  was  173  killed,  687 
wounded  and  776  missing.* 

An  attempt  was  then  made  to  oc- 
cupy the  capital  of  the  State.  After 
the  fall  of  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hud- 
son in  July  of  1863,  General  F.  Steele 
was  ordered  from  \"icksburg  to  Hel- 
ena and  directed  to  form  a  junction 
with  General  Davidson  then  moving 
south  from  Pilot  ivnob,  Missouri,  to 
break  up  General  Price 's  army  and  to 
occupy  Little  Rock.  On  July  31  Gen- 
eral Steele  arrived  at  Helena,  and 
found  at  that  place  two  divisions  of 
infantry  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry, 
in  all  7,000  men  with  39  guns.  On 
August  5  he  marched  for  Devall's 
Bluff  on  Wliite  River  and  was  there 
joined  bj^  Davidson  with  6,000  cavalry 
and  three  batteries,  making  his  force 
about  13,000  men  and  57  guns.  A  few- 
days  later  he  was  joined  by  a  brigade 
which   raised  his   aggregate   to   over 

''Official  Records,  vol.  xxii.;  Greene,  The  Mis- 
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14,000,  of  whom  10,500  were  effective. 
On  August  24  Davidson's  cavalry  ad- 
vanced,    skirmishing    with    Marma- 
duke's   cavalry,   up    to   and   through 
Brownsville    and    as    far   as    his    in- 
trenchments  and  Bayou  Meto.  David- 
son fell  hack  to  Brownsville,  where  on 
September  2  he  was  joined  by  Steele. 
The  position  on  the  Bayou  Meto,  12 
miles  from  -Little  Eock,  was  flanked, 
and   on   the   7th   Steele    reached   the 
Arkansas  River  near  Ashley's  Mills, 
where  Davidson's  cavalry  had  a  sharp 
skirmish  and  drove  the  Confederates 
across  the  river.     Steele  repaired  the 
main  road  back  to  Bayou  Meto,  and 
on  the  10th  Davidson  crossed  to  the 
south  side  of  the  river  by  the  pontoon 
bridge  and  marched  on  Little  Rock. 
The  city  was  defended  by  Price  with 
about  7,000  men,  of  whom  6,500  were 
intrenched  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Arkansas,    and    about    1,200    on    the 
south  side  on  the  line  of  the  Bayou 
Fourche,   about  five  miles  from   the 
city.     Davidson  moved  directly  on  the 
city  without   much   opposition,   until 
he  reached  the  Bayou,  where  he  found 
Marmaduke's  cavalry  dismounted,  a 
brigade  of  infantry,  and  two  batteries, 
all  drawn  up  to  receive  him.     David- 
son attacked  on  two  roads,  driving  the 
Confederates  back.      As  the  advance 
of  Davidson  to  the  south  bank  had 
necessitated    the   withdrawal    of   the 
Confederates  from  their  works  on  the 
north,    Steele     advanced     along    the 
north   bank,   passed    over   the   unde- 
fended   breastworks,     and,     planting 
batteries  opposite  the  town,  began  a 


bombardment  of  it.  Marmaduke  grad- 
ually fell  back  through  the  city,  closely 
folloM-ed  by  Davidson's  cavalry,  and 
when  Price  learned  that  Davidson  had 
turned  the  position,  he  decided  to  re- 
treat, at  5  o'clock  evacuating  the 
city  and  retreating  to  Arkadeipliia. 
Steele's  cavalry  followed  Manna- 
duke's  cavalry  for  a  day  but  returned 
to  Little  Rock  on  the  12th.  At  7 
o'clock  in  the  evening  the  city  was 
formally  surrendered  to  Davidson  by 
the  city  authorities  and  remained  in 
Federal  control  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  Steele's  loss  was  137  killed, 
wounded  and  missing;  while  Price's 
loss  was  only  64.* 

With  the  fall  of  Little  Rock  the 
Confederate  control  entirely  disap- 
peared from  the  northern  half  of  the 
State,  and  under  the  conditions  and 
promises  of  the  President's  amnesty 
and  reconstruction  proclamation  of 
December  8,  1863,  a  notable  Union 
reaction  took  place  and  political  re- 
habilitation began  to  assert  itself. 
Lincoln  at  once  set  about  the  recon- 
struction of  the  State,  following  the 
plan  laid  down  for  Banks  in  Loui- 
siana. Writing  to  Steele  on  January 
20,  1864,  Lincoln  directed  him  to  order 
an  election  to  be  held  on  March  24, 
1864,  provided  the  State  constitution 
was  so  modified  as  to  declare  that 
there  should  be  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  except  in  the 
punishment    of    crime    whereof    the 
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jnirty  should  have  been  duly  con- 
victed.* Lincoln's  plans,  however, 
seemed  likely  to  conflict  with  the  pop- 
ular movement  which  had  already 
started  in  the  State.  On  January  8, 
1864,  representatives  of  23  of  the  55 
counties  of  the  State  which  were  in 
Federal  occupancy  met  in  convention 
at  Little  Rock,  and  on  January  22 
adopted  an  amended  constitution,  de- 
claring the  act  of  secession  null  and 
void,  abolishing  slavery  immediately 
and  unconditionally,  and  wholly  repu- 
diating the  Confederate  debt.  The 
convention  established  a  provisional 
State  government,  appointed  Isaac 
Murphy  provisioiuil  governor,  and 
adopted  a  schedule  providing  for  an 
election  on  March  14,  1864,  for  the 
purpose  of  adopting  or  rejecting  the 
constitution  and  of  electing  State  and 
county  officers,  a  legislature  and  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  When  Lincoln 
learned  of  this  movement  he  directed 
that  the  convention  plan  be  followed, 
though  he  issued  orders  that  Genera! 
Steele  Avas  to  decide  the  matter 
definitely,  t  Steele  acquiesced  in  the 
action  of  the  convention  and  when  the 
election  was  held  on  March  14  and  the 
two  days  following,  less  than  12,500 
votes  were  cast,  of  which  12,177  were 
in  favor  of  the  constitution  and  266 
against  it.  Isaac  Murphy,  who  had 
been  the  onlv  delegate  in  the  secession 


'■'  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
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convention  to  cast  his  vote  against 
withdrawing  from  the  Union,  was 
chosen  governor.  On  April  11  the 
new  State  government  was  inaugu- 
rated at  Little  Rock,  and  four  days 
later  both  houses  of  the  newly  elected 
legislature  met  and  organized,  mem- 
bers being  present  from  more  than 
40  out  of  the  55  counties.  Among  the 
laws  enacted  was  one  requiring  that 
at  succeeding  elections  each  voter 
should  swear  allegiance  and  declare 
that  he  had  not  voluntarily  borne 
arms  in  the  Confederate  cause  after 
the  day  the  new  State  government 
was  inaugurated.  At  the  March  elec- 
tion three  members  of  Congress  had 
been  chosen  and  the  legislature  ap- 
pointed two  United  States  Senators, 
but  when  these  representatives  of  the 
State  presented  their  credentials  to 
Congress  that  body  was  disputing  the 
question  of  reconstruction,  and  for 
the  time  refused  to  admit  them. 

The  political  history  of  that  part  of 
Louisiana  held  by  the  Union  forces 
at  this  time  is  important,  because  it 
illustrates  the  beginnings  of  recon- 
struction. Though  martial  law  was 
in  force  under  Butler's  administra- 
tion, yet  there  were  signs  of  coming 
rejuvenation.  In  June  of  1862  pro- 
vost courts  were  established,  and  in 
August  George  F.  Shepley  was  ap- 
pointed military  governor.  He  revived 
three  of  the  civil  district  courts  in 
the  State,  and  confined  the  work  of  the 
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provost  court  to  criminal  cases.  In 
December  of  1862  Shcpley  ordered  an 
election  for  members  of  Congress,  at 
which  B.  F.  Flanders  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  first  district  and  Michael 
Ilahn  the  second.  These  men  were 
allowed  seats  in  Congress,  but  their 
terms  expired  on  March  4,  1863.  In 
April  of  1863  the  supreme  court  of 
f  he  State  was  organized  with  Charles 
A.  Peabody  as  chief  justice,  and  then 
followed  the  estabUshment  of  a  crim- 
inal court,  a  probate  court,  recorders' 
courts,  and  a  few  parish  courts  near 
New  Orleans.* 

The  political  reconstruction  of  Lou- 
isiana  was   not  quite   so   successful. 
During   the    Butler    regime    the    ele- 
ments of  a  radical  Republican  party 
l)egan    the    organization    of   "Union 
Associations  "  in  New  Orleans  and 
the    adjoining    territory    within    the 
Union  military  lines.     Each  of  these 
associations    selected    five    delegates 
who    were    to    constitute    a    ' '  Free 
State  General  Committee,"  of  wliich 
Thomas  J.  Durant  was  elected  presi- 
dent.     This  committee  announced  as 
its  cardinal  principle  that  the  State 
constitution  was  destroyed  by  the  war 
and  that  a  general  convention  should 
be  held  to  make  a  new  one.     The  rad- 
icals, led  by  Durant,  favored  negro 
suffrage  and  this  plan  was  approved 
by  General  Shepley  who,  on  June  12, 
1863,  appointed  Durant  attorney-gen- 
eral of  the  State  with  power  to  act 
as  commissioner  of  registration.     At 


*  The  South  in  thr  Building  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
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the  same  time  he  ordered  a  registra- 
tion to  be  made  of  all  free  white  male 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  had 
resided  six  months  in  the  State  and 
one  month  in  the  parish,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance 
and  registering  as  voters  to  organize 
a  new  State  government,  loyal  to  the 
United  States. 

The  conservative  citizens,  however, 
were  not  favorable  to  this  plan.    They 
maintained  that  the  State  government 
was    simply    suspended   and   that   it 
should  be  revived,  not  reorganized,  by 
a  new  constitution.     They  wished  to 
hold  an  election  the  following  Novem- 
ber for  all  State  and  Federal  officers. 
Banks  favored  the  conservative  party 
and  wanted  the  mulattoes  only  to  be 
given  the  right  to  vote  at  first.     They 
wrote  to  Lincoln,  and  on  August  5  the 
President  outlined  his  wishes  regard- 
ing the  matter   somewhat  in  detail. 
He   said  that   he  would  be   glad  if 
Louisiana   made   a  new  constitution 
recognizing  the  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation and  adopting  emancipation  in 
those  parts  of  tlie  State  to  which  the 
Emancipation  Proclamation  did  not 
apply.     He  indorsed  Durant 's  action 
with  regard  to  taking  a  registry  of 
the  voters  with  a  view  to  the  election 
of   a  constitutional   convention,   and 
trusted  that  the  work  would  be  pushed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  that 
it   might  be   completed  by  the  time 
Congress  met.      He  stated,  however, 
that  if  Louisiana  should  send  repre- 
sentatives to   Congress  their  admis- 
sion would  depend  upon  the  respec- 
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tive     Houses     and     not     upon     the 
President.* 

There  was  great  difficulty  in  enlist- 
ing the  active  cooperation  of  the 
voters.  More  than  one-fourth  of  the 
slaves  in  the  State  lived  in  the  terri- 
tory held  by  the  Union  armies,  and  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  their  own- 
ers, whose  property  rights  were  yet 
undisturbed  by  military  decree,  would 
join  enthusiastically  in  the  free  State 
government.  Besides,  there  was  much 
party  indifference,  Governor  Shepley 
was  absent  during  the  summer  in 
Washington,  and  Banks  was  busy 
with  his  military  schemes,  all  of  which 
contributed  to  the  general  inaction. 
On  October  9,  1863,  however,  Gov- 
ernor Shepley  renewed  his  order  of 
registration,  and  general  interest  was 
further  quickened  by  the  announce- 
ment that  the  conservative  faction  in- 
tended to  hold  an  election  for  C^on- 
gressmen,  members  of  the  legislature 
and  State  officers,  in  conformity  ^\'ith 
the  old  constitution  and  laws  of  Loui- 
siana. The  free  State  committee  de- 
nounced this  plan  as  illegal  and  dan- 
gerous, and  the  movement  was  easily 
suppressed  by  military  orders  from 
Governor  Shepley. 

The  President's  annual  message  of 
December  8, 1863,  and  the  amnesty  and 
reconstruction  proclamation  which  ac- 
companied it,  announced  that  he 
would  recognize  State  government  re- 
constructed under  its  provisions  by 
one-tenth  of  the  voters  of  the  seceded 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp. 
4  21-422. 


States  who  had  taken  the  prescribed 
oath.     This  plan  appealed  favorably 
to  General  Banks,  who  had  now,  under 
Lincoln's    orders,    assumed    supreme 
command  in  the  task  of  reorganizing 
the  State  government.     Accordingly, 
on  January  11,  1864,  Banks  issued  a 
proclamation  announcing  that  an  elec- 
tion for  State  officers  would  be  held 
on  February  22,  these  officers  to  con- 
stitute "  the  civil  government  of  the 
State,  under  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  Louisiana,  except  so  much  of  the 
said  constitution  and  laws  as  recog- 
nize,   regulate,    or   relate   to   slavery, 
which,    being   inconsistent    with    the 
present  condition  of  public  affairs  and 
plainly  inapplicable  to  any  class  of 
persons  now  existing  within  its  limits 
must    be    suspended,    and    they    are 
hereby  declared  to  be  inoperative  and 
void."      He  further  announced  that 
an  election  of  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion for  the  revision  of  the  constitu- 
tion would  be  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  April  of  1864,  and  called  upon  the 
citizens  to  join  heartily  in  the  meas- 
ures suggested  for  the  reconstruction 
of  civil  government.      The  general's 
plan,  however,  did  not  conform  en- 
tirely with  the  claim  of  the  conserva- 
tives  that  the   constitution   and  the 
laws  of  Louisiana  had  not  been  de- 
stroyed by  secession  but  merely  sus- 
pended, or  with  the  claim  of  the  free 
State  committee  that  they  had  been 
completely    destroyed.      Accordingly 
the  parties  were  badly  split.     In  Jan- 
uary of  1864  the  free  State  committee 
held  a  nomination  meeting  which  split 
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up  into  two  factions.  Tlie  majority 
went  with  the  so-called  moderates 
and  noruinated  Michael  Halm  for  gov- 
ernor and  J.  Madison  Wells  for  lieu- 
tenant-governor. The  radicals  (the 
"  Free  State  "  party)  nominated  B. 
F.  Flanders,  and  the  independent  con- 
servatives, J.  Q.  Fellows,  who  stood 
for  the  "  rights  of  all,  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union."  The  election, 
which  was  held  on  February  22,  re- 
sulted in  an  overwhelming  victory  for 
Hahn.  Accordingly,  on  March  4, 1864, 
Hahn  was  inaugurated  with  imposing 
civil  and  military  ceremonies  and  was 
invested  by  President  Lincoln  with 
the  powers  hitherto  exercised  by  the 
military  governor.* 

On  March  11,  1864,  Banks  ordered 
an  election  of  delegates  to  a  conven- 
tion for  revising  and  amending  the 
constitution,  and  on  March  16  Gov- 
ernor Hahn  gave  notice  to  the  quali- 
fied voters  of  the  election.  This  was 
held  on  March  28  and  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  98  delegates.  The  con- 
vention met  at  Liberty  Hall,  NeAv  Or- 
leans, on  April  6  and  completed  its 
labors  on  July  23,  1864.  Lincoln  fa- 
vored conferring  suffrage  on  the 
"  very  intelligent  "  blacks  and  those 
who  had  "fought  gallantly  in  our 
ranks."  He  made  this  suggestion  in 
a  private  letter  to  Governor  Hahn  on 
March  13,  but  stated  that  the  idea  was 
"  only  a  suggestion,  not  to  the  public 


but  to  you  alone."*  The  members 
of  the  convention,  however,  were 
not  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage,  and 
were  unwilling  to  grant  even  the  lim- 
ited sutfrage  suggested  by  Lincoln, 
but  the  legislature  was  authorized  to 
extend  the  suffrage  if  it  saw  fit.f  On 
May  11  Governor  Hahn  notified  Lin- 
coln that  the  ordinance  of  emancipa- 
tion without  compensation  had  been 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  70  to  16.1  The 
perfected  constitution  was  adopted  in 
convention  on  July  22  by  a  vote  of 
66  to  16.11  When  the  elections  for  the 
adoption  or  rejection  of  the  constitu- 
tion were  held  on  September  5,  18G4, 
6,836  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  its 
adoption  and  1,566  for  its  rejection, 
which  was  an  immense  falling  off 
from  the  vote  cast  at  the  election  of 
State  officers.  Nevertheless,  in  a  let- 
ter to  Major-General  Hurlbut  on  No- 
vember 14,  1864,  Lincoln  wrote : 

"A  very  fair  proportion  of  the  people  of  Louisi- 
ana have  inaugurated  a  new  state  government, 
making  an  excellent  nevf  constitution  —  better 
for  the  black  man  than  we  have  in  Illinois.  This 
was  done  under  military  protection,  directed  by 
me,  in  the  belief,  still  sincerely  entertained,  that 


»  Lincoln  to  Hahn,  JIarch  15,  1864.  in  Lincoln's 
Complete  Works,  vol.  ii.,  p.  498.  See  also  Nico- 
lay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  431- 
434;  The  ffouth  in  the  Building  of  the  ?{ation, 
vol.  iii.,  p.  143. 


*  Lincoln's  Complete  Woilcs,  vol.  iv.,  p.  196; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  p. 
434;  Curtis,  Constitutional  History  of  the  United 
States,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  353-354;  Pierce,  Life  of  Sum- 
ner, vol.  iv.,  p.  221  et  seq.;  Raymond,  Life  of 
Lincoln,  p.  48f). 

t  All)ert  Phelps,  Louisiana,  A  Record  of  Ex- 
pansion, p.  331 ;  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the 
Nation,  vol.  iii.,  pp.  143-144. 

t  Burgess,  Reconstruction  and  the  Constitution, 
pp.  14-15:  Blaine,  Twenty  Years  of  Congress,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  40;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol. 
viii.,  p.  43.'). 

II  For  text  see  Thorpe,  Federal  and  State  Con- 
stitutions, vol.  iii.,   pp.   1429-1448. 
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with  such  a  nucleus  around  which  to  build  we 
could  get  the  State  into  position  sooner  than 
otherwise."  * 

'The  authority  of  the  reorganized 
State  government  of  Louisiana  was 
very  limited,  however,  and  President 
Lincoln  was  censured  by  political  op- 
ponents for  unjustifiable  interference 
with  the  affairs  of  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  Details  of  this  will  be 
taken  up  later.f 

As  we  have  seen,  Andrew  Johnson 
was  appointed  military  governor  of 
Tennessee  on  March  3,  1862,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  at  Nashville  on 
the  10th.  He  assumed  an  attitude  of 
severity  against  all  opposition  to  re- 
conciliation with  the  National  Govern- 
ment, exacting  of  all  public  officers, 
the  Nashville  city  council,  teachers, 
preachers,  and  prominent  citizens,  an 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  filling  all  va- 
cancies with  Union  men.  But  he  could 
do  very  little  in  the  execution  of  his 
plans  during  the  next  few  months,  for 
the  operations  of  the  two  armies 
around  Murfreesboro  indicated  that 
the  Federal  military  control  in  Ten- 
nessee was  not  yet  permanently  estab- 
lished, and  this  uncertainty  blighted 
such  Federal  efforts  at  reconstruction 
as  were  set  on  foot  The  Confederates 
of  the  State  held  a  convention  at  Win- 
chester in  middle  Tennessee  on  June 
17,  1863,  and  nominated  Eobert  L. 
Caruthers  for  governor,  at  the  same 
time  naming  candidates  for  the  Con- 


federate Congress.     The  entire  ticket 
was  elected  and  the  Congressmen  took 
their  seats  at  Richmond,  but  Caruth- 
ers was  never   inaugurated   as   gov- 
ernor.*    On   July   1,    1863,    a   Union 
convention  met  at  Nashville  at  the  call 
of  a  committee  consisting  of  W.  G. 
Brownlow,     Horace     Maynard     and 
others.     They  took  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States  and  adopted 
resolutions  declaring  void  the  various 
secession  laws  and  ordinances.     But 
the  time  was  not  yet  ripe  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  legislature.     Moreover,  the 
Union  and  Confederate  armies  were 
beginning    their    campaigns    around 
Chattanooga,  ajid  not  until  September 
9  was  that  place  occupied  by  Rose- 
crans.     A   few   days   later   Burnside 
had  marched  into  Knoxville;  but  No- 
vember   had    come    before    Bragg 's 
army  was  disastrously  defeated.     On 
September  11  Lincoln  wrote  to  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  that,  as  Tennessee  was 
cleared  of  armed  insurrectionists,  it 
was  "  the  nick  of  time  for  reinaugu- 
rating  a  loyal  state  government."    On 
September  19  he  authorized  Johnson 
to  exercise  such  powers  as  might  be 
necessary  to  enable  the  loyal  people 
of  Tennessee  to  present  such  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  as  would 
entitle  the  State  to  the  guarantee  and 
protection    of    the    United    States. f 
During  the  next  three  months  the  mili- 
tarj^  operations  created  anxious  sus- 


Lincoln's    Complete   Works,    vol.    ii.,   p.    597; 
Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ix.,  p.  446. 

t  Raymond  (Life  of  Lincoln,  p.  490)  repels  this 
charge  as  unfounded. 


*  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
ii.,  p.  518, 

t  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  441-442. 
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pense,  and  before  this  suspense  was 
entirely  relieved  Ly  the  news  of  the 
battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  the  Pres- 
ident had  issued  his  amnesty  and  re- 
construction proclamation  of  Decem- 
ber 8,  1863.     The  great  pressure  of 
business  at  Washington  still  further 
tended  to   delay  matters,  but,   after 
Federal  supremacy  was  assured.  Gov- 
ernor   Johnson    wasted    no    time    in 
beginning  reconstruction  procee<,Ungs. 
On  January  21,  at  a  public  meeting 
held  at  Nashville,  Johnson  uttered  the 
famous  phrase  that  "  treason  must  be 
made  odious  and  traitors  must  be  pun- 
ished and  impoverished."    This  meet- 
ing passed  resolutions  requesting  the 
governor  to  issue  a  proclamation  or- 
dering an  election  for  delegates  to  a 
constitutional   convention.     The   gov- 
ernor, however,  decided  not  to  go  so 
fast,   but  to  build  the  new  political 
structure   with   the   greatest   caution. 
Accordingly,  on  January  26,  1864,  he 
issued    a    proclamation    ordering    an 
election  of  local  officers  only,  on  March 
5,  in  those  parts  of  the  State  under 
the  control  of  the  Federal  authorities, 
at  the  same  time  prescribing  an  oath 
for  voters  which  was  more  exacting 
than  that  of  the  President.     When  ap- 
pealed to,  Lincoln  said  that  Johnson 
knew  best  what  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  required,  and  he  did  not  appre- 
hend that  Johnson   "  would  tliink  it 
necessary  to  deviate  from  my  [Lin- 
coln's] views  to  any  ruinous  extent." 
He  advised  the  Tennesseeans  to  ac- 
cept  Johnson's   plan,    as,    otherwise, 
they  would  have  conflict  and  confu- 


sion. The  election  was  held,  but  the 
returns  were  so  meagre  as  to  decide 
nothing  more  than  that  the  elective 
method  was  a  failure.* 

The  question  of  reconstruction  sank 
into  abeyance  for  some  time.  There 
were  two  factions  among  the  Union- 
ists of  the  State,  and  the  dissensions 
which  divided  them  increased  with  the 
efforts  to  restore  the  State  to  the 
Union.  A  meeting  of  prominent  Union 
leaders  was  held  at  Nashville  on 
August  12,  1864,  which  resulted  in  the 
calling  of  a  convention  to  meet  in  that 
city  in  September  for  considering  the 
rehabilitation  of  civil  government  and 
arranging  for  participation  in  the 
approaching  Presidential  election. 
When  the  convention  met  only  a  small 
number  of  delegates  were  present,  but 
enough  were  there  to  adopt  a  resolu- 
tion by  which  all  Union  men  favoring 
any  measure  for  crushing  the  rebel- 
lion were  admitted,  and,  although  dis- 
sension prevailed,  the  Radicals  held 
control  and  nominated  electors  on  the 
Lincoln  and  Johnson  ticket.  Resolu- 
tions wei'e  also  passed  requesting  the 
governor  to  require  a  strong  oath  like 
that  prescribed  in  the  preceding- 
March  election,  and  favoring  an 
amendment  to  the  State  constitution 
abolishing  slavery.  In  compliance 
with  the  demands  of  the  convention, 
Governor  Johnson  issued  a  proclama- 
tion for  holding  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion in  November  and  authorized  all 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  443-445;  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the 
Nation,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  518-519. 
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white  citizens  who  had  resided  in  the 
State  for  six  months  previous  to  the 
election  and  had  been  loyal  to  the 
Union  to  vote;  he  demanded  also  the 
oath  prescribed  hy  the  convention. 
Lincoln  was  requested  to  relinquish 
the  rigid  franchise  qualifications,  but 
he  declined  to  do  so,  stating  that  he 
would  not  interfere  with  any  Presi- 
dential election  "  except  it  be  to  give 
protection  against  violence."  Tlie 
Lincoln  and  Johnson  ticket  was 
elected,  but  the  vote  of  Tennessee  was 
rejected  bj'  Congress.* 

It  does  not  appear  that  at  this  elec- 
tion any  attempt  was  made  to  choose 
a  governor  or  legislature  or  constitu- 
tional convention.  The  Union  meeting 
which  had  assembled  at  Nashville  in 
August  of  1864  had  appointed  an 
executive  committee,  composed  of  five 
citizens  from  each  grand  division  of 
the  State.  In  November  of  1864,  after 
the  Presidential  election,  tliis  com- 
mittee issued  a  call  for  a  State  con- 
vention to  meet  at  Nashville  on  De- 
cember 19,  to  consider  methods  by 
which  Tennessee  could  be  restored  to 
the  Union.f  This  meeting  could  not  be 
held  at  the  designated  time,  however, 
owing  to  General  Hood's  invasion  of 
the  State  and  the  close  proximity  of 
his  army  to  Nashville,  but  was  post- 
poned until  January  9,  1865.  When 
the  convention  did  finally  meet  there 
was    considerable    discussion    as    to 


whether  any  changes  in  the  organic 
law  of  the  State  should  be  proposed 
instead  of  providing  for  a  regular 
constitutional  convention.  Following 
the  -advice  of  the  governor,  the  dele- 
gates proceeded  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  State  constitution, 
abolishing  slavery  and  involuntary 
servitude  except  as  a  punishment 
for  crime,  and  forbidding  the  legis- 
lature to  make  any  law  recognizing 
the  right  of  property  in  man.  The 
schedule  contained  also  a  number  of 
proposed  alterations  and  changes, 
providing  for  the  repeal  of  the  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution  forbidding- 
laws  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
and  of  the  military  league  made  with 
the  Confederacy  on  May  7,  1861 ;  for 
the  suspension  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions and  the  annulment  of  all  legis- 
lative enactments  after  May  6,  1861, 
and  of  all  State  bonds  issued  after 
the  same  date.  The  ordinance  of  se- 
cession and  the  military  league  acts 
were  declared  to  be  acts  of  "  treason 
and  usurpation,  unconstitutional,  null 
and  void."  These  proposed  amend- 
ments were  to  be  submitted  to  the  vote 
of  the  people  on  February  22,  1865, 
and,  if  adopted,  an  election  for  gov- 
ernor and  members  of  the  legislature 
was  to  be  held  on  March  4  following. 
At  the  election  of  February  22,  1865, 
the  proposed  changes  were  ratified  by 
a  vote  of  25,293  to  48.*  Accordingly,  on 
February  25,  Johnson  issued  a  proc- 


*  The  Houth  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  519^20. 

tNieolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
p.  447. 


*  Text  of  the  amendments  are  in  Thorpe,  Fed- 
eral and  State  Vonsiitutionx.  vol.  vi.,  pp.  3445- 
3448.    Thorpe  gives  the  vote  as  21,104  to  40. 
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lamation  declaring  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  and  the  announced 
schedule  ratified,  and  confirmed  and 
ordered  an  election  for  governor  and 
legislators  on  March  4.  The  election 
was  held  on  that  date  and.  William  G. 
Brownlow  received  23,352  votes  out  of 
a  total  of  23,387,  the  vote  for  the  legis- 
lators being  the  same  as  that  for  gov- 
ernor. On  April  2  the  legislature 
met,  and  on  the  5th  of  the  same  month 
Governor  Brownlow  was  inaugurated. 
The  legislature  soon  ratified  the  13th 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  due  time  United 
States  Senators  were  elected  and  pro- 
vision made  for  choosing  members  of 
Congress,  who  were  regularly  elected 
by  the  people  in  the  following  Au- 
gust* 

Maryland,  outside  of  the  first  few 
months  of  the  war  and  the  battles  of 
South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  had 
not  been  subjected  to  the  horrors  of 
warfare.  In  the  election  of  Novem- 
ber 6,  1861,  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers chosen  to  the  legislature  were 
Union  men,  and  at  the  same  time  Au- 
gustus W.  Bradford  was  overwhelm- 
ingly elected  to  succeed  Governor 
Ilicks.  One  of  the  most  important 
questions  in  Maryland  was  that  of 
emancipation.  The  free  colored  per- 
sons and  slaves  in  the  State  were 
about  equal  numerically,  the  former 
numbering  about  84,000  and  the  latter 
87,000.     President  Lincoln  hoped  to 


induce  voluntary  action  on  the  subject 
of  emancipation  by  liis  plan  of  com- 
pensated abolishment.    But  the  Mary- 
land Unionists  who  belonged  to  the 
conservative    or    slaveholding    class 
were  opposed  to  this  plan,  not  alone  by 
their  life-long  hatred  of  abolition  but 
also  by  the  constant  irritation  aris- 
ing from  the  escape  of  their  slaves. 
Few  of  the  Marylanders  had  become 
imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  new  anti- 
slavery  drift  in  politics  and  therefore 
refused  to  entertain  the  President's 
policies,  though  they  were  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
for   the   maintenance    of   the   Union. 
The  bolder  politicians   of  the   State 
thereupon  seized  the  opportunity  to 
form  a  more  radical  party  and  used 
the    President's    recommendation    of 
compensated  abolishment  and  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  for  the  emancipation 
of  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
as  the  means  of  bringing  their  plans 
before  the  citizens  of  the  State.    The 
first  declarations  came  from  the  con- 
servative opponents  of  both  proposi- 
tions.   On  January  2,  1862,  the  legis- 
lature expressed  confidence  in  Lincoln 
but  protested  against  the  interference 
with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
States,  and  on  February  22  passed  a 
resolution  appealing  to  the  Northern 
States  to  rebuke  their  representatives 
for   wasting   their   time   in   advising 
schemes  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  rebellious  States.*     On  April  1  a 
large  meeting  was  held  in  Montgom- 


*  The  South  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
ii.,  pp.  521-522;  524-526;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  440-449. 
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ery  Countj^,  at  which  resolutions  were 
adopted  denouncing  the  act  emanci- 
pating slaves  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia as  unwise,  ill-timed  and  unconsti- 
tutional. 

On  the  other  hand,  at  a  convention 
in  Baltimore  on  May  28,  1862,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  policj^  of  compensated 
abolishment  was  declared  to  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  people  of  the  State,  and 
reapportionment  of  the  representa- 
tion in  the  State  legislature  was  urged, 
since  the  counties  which  contained  the 
slave  population  virtually  controlled 
the  whole  State.  The  victory  at  An- 
tietam  and  the  President's  prelimi- 
nary proclamation  aided  the  party  re- 
organization. On  Januarj'  12  Francis 
Thomas,  of  Maryland,  introduced  a 
resolution  in  the  National  House  of 
Representatives  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Emancipation  and  Coloniza- 
tion to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  aid  the 
State  of  Maryland  in  a  system  of 
emancipation  and  colonization.  On 
the  19th  Bingham,  of  Ohio,  introduced 
a  bill  for  the  same  purpose  and  on 
February  25  the  committee  reported 
a  bill  appropriating  $10,000,000.  Much 
objection  was  made  to  it  and,  as  Mary- 
land had  not  asked  for  the  aid,  the  bill 
was  recommitted  and  not  again  re- 
ported. 

On  May  23,  1861,  the  Union  State 
convention  had  appointed  a  State  cen- 
tral committee  and  in  1863  the  party 
machinery  was  still  in  the  hands  of 
this  committee,  which  thoroughly  rep- 
resented the   conservative  unionism; 


but  the  radicals  of  the  State  formed 
Union  leagues  and  called  a  conven-  • 
tion  of  "  all  persons  who  support  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Government  in 
suppressing  the  rebellion  "  to  meet  at 
Baltimore  on  June  16,  1863.  At  the 
same  time  the  State  central  commit- 
tee called  a  convention  to  meet  on 
June  23,  the  two  bodies  being  desig- 
nated the  "  LTnion  League  Conven- 
tion "  and  the  "  State  Central  Con- 
vention. ' '  The  Union  League  Conven- 
tion met  at  the  time  designated,  but 
adjourned  until  the  23d.  As  the  two 
conventions  were  in  s'ession  on  the 
same  day,  the  Union  League  Con- 
vention proposed  that  harmony  of 
action  be  brought  about  by  a  joint 
call  for  a  third  convention  to  be 
held  at  some  future  time,  but  there 
was  too  much  difference  of  opinion 
to  permit  such  a  fusion.  The 
LTnion  League  Convention  declared 
for  emancipation,  but  the  State  Cen- 
tral Convention  refused  to  consider 
any  other  issues  save  those  of  war 
"  until  treason  shall  succumb  before 
an  offended  people."  Thus  there 
were  two  rival  factions,  one  seeking 
delay  and  the  other  urging  haste  in  the 
settlement  of  the  slavery  question.  At 
the  elections  on  November  4,  1863,  the 
unconditional  Union  or  emancipa- 
tion candidates  were  overwhehningly 
elected  over  the  candidates  of  the  con- 
servative Unionists.  They  had  a  large 
majority  in  the  lower  branch  of  the 
legislature  and  a  practical  working 
majority  in  the  senate.  Accordingly, 
on  January  6,  1864,  when  the  legisla- 
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ture  met  at  Annapolis,  the  uncondi- 
tional Unionists  perfected  and  passed 
a  bill  providing  for  an  election  on 
April  6,  1864,  submitting  to  the  voters 
of  Maryland  the  question  of  "  conven- 
tion "  or  "  no  convention,"  and  pro- 
viding- also  for  the  election  of  dele- 
gates to  a  State  convention  to  amend 
the  constitution.  When  the  popular 
\ote  was  taken,  there  Avas  a  majority 
of  more  than  12,000  in  favor  of  holding 
the  convention.  This  convention  met 
at  Annapolis  on  April  27,  1864,  and 
completed  its  labors  on  September  6, 
1864.  In  the  constitution  drawn  up 
by  this  convention  were  two  remark- 
able articles,  one  intelligible  and  one 
unintelligible.  Article  XXIV.  declared 
that  there  should  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude,  and  that 
.lil  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  as 
slaves  were  to  be  free.  Article  V.  de- 
clared that  "  every  citizen  of  this 
State  owes  paramount  allegiance  to 
the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
the  United  States."*  This  was  cer- 
tainly unintelligible,  for  "  para- 
mount "  belongs  to  a  sovereign  and 
"  allegiance  "  to  a  subject;  "  alle- 
giance "  is  due  to  a  person  and  there 
was  no  "  sovereign  "  in  the  United 
States;  evidently  the  authors  of  the 
phrase  had  no  idea  of  what  they  meant 
by  it.f  The.  constitution  would  have 
to  be  forced  through,  its  framers 
knew,  so  they  provided  a  new  set  of 


qualifications  for  those  who  were  to 
vote  on  it,  thus  anticipating  its  opera- 
tive power.  The  constitution  was 
adopted  by  the  convention  on  Septem- 
l)er  6,  1864,  by  a  vote  of  53  to  25, 
though  afterward  35  of  the  delegates 
joined  in  tli<>  protest  against  it.  The 
new  instrument  was  then  sent  to  the 
people  at  large  and  during  the  ensuing 
month  was  vigorouslj'  discussed.  On 
October  12  and  13  it  was  submitted  to 
popuhir  vote,  the  election  proving  to 
be  one  of  the  closest  ever  held  in  the 
State.  Desiiite  all  manoeuvres  of  tlie 
majority  of  the  convention  for  sup- 
pressing the  will  of  the  people  there 
was  a  preponderance  of  nearly  2,000 
against  the  constitution,  the  vote 
standing  27,541  in  favor  and  29,536 
against.  Then  the  majority  tried 
their  last  resort.  They  took  the  vote 
of  Maryland  soldiers  outside  of  the 
State,  and  thus  won  by  a  majority  of 
375,  since  the  soldier  vote  stood  2,633 
in  favor  and  263  against  ratification. 
When  this  constitution  became  opera- 
tive slavery  ceased  to  exist  in  Mary- 
land.* 

After  the  November  election  of  1863 
there  was  a  lull  in  the  disputes  be- 
tween the  radicals  of  Missouri  and 
General  Schofield.  On  November  10 
the  legislature  met  at  Jefferson  City, 
the  two  principal  questions  before  it 
being  the  election  of  United  States 
Senators  and  the  passage  of  an  act  to 


'  For  the  full  text  of  the  constitution,  see 
Thorpe,  Federal  and  State  Constitutions,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  1741-1779. 

t  The  f^oiith  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
i.,  pp.  207-208. 


*  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
p.  19;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  v..  pp.  47-48. 
See  also  W.  S.  Myers,  The  Self-Reconstrucfion  of 
Maryland,  lS6't-lS67,  in  Johns  Hopkins  Univer- 
sity Studies,  series  xxvii.,  nos.  i.-ii.    (1909). 
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call  a  State  convention  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
emancipation.  The  conservatives  had 
lost  thoir  most  conspicuous  leader  in 
the  death  of  Grovernor  Gamble,  who 
died  on  January  31,  1864,  and  from 
that  time  the  party  rapidly  declined 
in  prestige  and  numerical  strength. 
Accordingly  the  radicals  elected  B. 
Gratz  Brown  and  John  B.  Henderson 
to  the  United  States  Senate.  On 
February  13,  1864,  the  legislature  de- 
creed that  the  question  of  holding  a 
convention  should  be  submitted  to  the 
people  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
at  which  time  also  delegates  were  to  be 
elected. 

Meanwhile  Schofield  was  super- 
seded in  the  militar}^  administration 
of  Missouri  (January,  1864)  by  Gen- 
oral  Roseerans.  When  the  senatorial 
election  bad  been  decided  and  the 
new  State  convention  arranged  tor, 
the  violent  controversies  somewhat 
abated ;  but  Roseerans  stirred  up  new 
trouble  by  issuing  an  order  that  the 
members  of  the  larger  representative 
organizations  of  the  various  churches 
(synods  and  councils)  should,  before 
transacting  their  business,  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  this  was  resented  by  some 
as  imposing  a  qualification,  not  of  a 
pohtical,  but  of  a  religious  character. 
The  radicals  appeared  to  be  satisfied 
with  Roseerans,  however,  while  the 
conserv^atives  merely  accused  him  of 
inefficiency  and  not  of  political  bias. 
The  summer  of  1864  passed  away 
without  any  marked  political  disturb- 


ances, but  the  tranquility  of  the  State 
was  much  upset  by  the  annual  inva- 
sion of  General  Price,  who  moved 
northward  from  Arkansas,  drove  the 
Union  garrison  out  of  Pilot  Knob  and 
advanced  a  part  of  his  forces  to 
^\'ithin  a  few  miles  of  St.  Louis.  Turn- 
ing north  and  west,  he  next  threatened 
Jefferson  City,  but  finding  this 
guarded  went  along  the  Missouri 
River,  captured  Boonville,  Glasgow, 
Lexington  and  Independence.  Finally, 
however,  the  Union  detachments  in 
the  State  were  concentrated  and  drove 
Price  southward  along  the  Kansas 
border  in  precipitate  flight. 

Upon  one  point  General  Roseerans 
gave  the  radical  party  in  Missouri 
unfeigned  satisfaction.  In  issuing 
orders  for  the  election  of  1864,  the 
general  stated  that  all  those  who  since 
December  17,  1861,  "  had  been  in  the 
rebel  army  or  navy  anywhere,  and  all 
who,  since  that  date,  have  been  any- 
where engaged  in  guerilla  marauding 
or  bushwhacking  "  should  be  excluded 
from  the  right  of  voting.  After  as- 
serting that  the  civil  power  was  too 
weak  to  execute  the  laws  and  punish 
offenders,  he  declared  that  violations 
of  the  election  laws  would  be  treated 
as  military  offences.  By  this  time  the 
conservative  party,  as  such,  had  prac- 
tically disappeared,  the  members  of 
the  Democratic  faith  returning  to  the 
Democratic  party,  while  those  of 
Whig  and  Republican  allegiance  fused 
with  the  radicals,  a  re-alignment  which 
had  a  most  favorable  effect  upon  the 
Republican  cause.     Previous  to  this 
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time  the  conservatives  and  radicals 
had  been  nearly  equal  numerically, 
but  in  the  election  of  1864  Lincoln  re- 
ceived 72,750  votes,  against  31,678 
for  MoClellan,  while  the  radical  can- 
didate for  governor  was  elected  by 
about  the  same  majority.  Eight  out 
of  the  nine  Congressmen  elected  were 
radicals,  as  were  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature.  At  the 
same  election  there  was  a  majority  of 
about  38,000  in  favor  of  holding  a  con- 
vention, and  three-fourths  of  the  dele- 
gates elected  to  the  convention  were 
radicals.* 

On  January  6,  1865,  the  new  con- 
stitutional convention  met  at  St. 
Louis  and  created  an  instrument 
known  as  the  "  Drake  Constitution." 
On  January  11  an  ordinance  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  60  to  4,  forbid- 
ding slavery  within  the  State,  and  it 
was  at  once  put  in  force  by  a  procla- 
mation of  the  governor. t  The  consti- 
tution contained  a  test  oath  which  ran 
counter  to  every  principle  of  liberty 
and  which  threatened  to  disfranchise 
all  the  best  men  of  the  State,  section 
3  of  article  II.  providing  that: 

■■  No  person  shall  be  deemed  a  qualified  voter 
who  has  ever  been  in  armed  hostilit>'  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  the  lawful  authorities  thereof,  or 
to  the  government  of  this  State;  or  has  ever 
given  aid,  comfort,  countenance,  or  support  to  per- 
sons engaged  in  any  such  hostility;  or  has  ever, 
in  any  manner,  adhered  to  tlie  enemies,  foreign  or 
domestic,  of  the  United  States,  either  by  contrib- 


*  Kicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  viii., 
pp.  483-484. 

t  Carr,  Missotiri,  p.  364  ct  scq.;  F.  N.  Thorpe, 
Short  Constitutional  History  of  the  United  States, 
pp.  '214-218;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  v.,  p.  49, 
note. 


uting  to  them,  or  by  unlawfully  sending  within 
their  lines  money,  goods,  letters,  or  information ; 
or  has  ever  disloyally  held  communication  with 
such  enemies;  or  has  ever  advised  or  aided  any 
person  to  enter  the  service  of  such  enemies;  or 
has  ever  by  act  or  word  manifested  his  adherence 
to  the  cause  of  such  enemies,  or  his  desire  for 
their  triumph  over  the  arms  of  the  United  States, 
or  his  sympathy  with  those  engaged  in  exciting 
or  carrying  on  rebellion  against  the  United 
States;  or  has  ever,  e.Kcept  under  overpower- 
ing compulsion,  submitted  to  the  authority,  or 
been  in  the  service,  of  the  so-called  '  Confeder- 
ate States  of  America':  or  has  ever  left  this 
State,  and  gone  witiiin  the  lines  of  the  armies 
of  the  so-called  '  Confederate  States  of  America,' 
with  the  purpose  of  adhering  to  said  States  or 
armies;  or  has  ever  been  a  member  of,  or  con- 
nected with,  any  order,  society,  or  organization, 
inimical  to  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  the  government  of  this  State;  or  has  ever 
been  engaged  in  guerilla  warfare  against  loyal 
inhaliitants  of  the  United  States,  or  in  that  de- 
scription of  marauding  conunonly  known  as  '  bush- 
whacking'; or  has  ever  knowingly  and  willingly 
harbored,  aided,  or  countenanced  any  person  so 
engaged;  or  has  ever  come  into  or  left  this  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  enrolment  for,  or 
draft  into,  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States ;  or  has  ever,  with  a  view  to  avoiding  en- 
rolment in  the  militia  of  this  State,  or  to  escape 
the  performance  of  duty  therein,  or  for  any  other 
purpose,  enrolled  himself,  or  authorized  himself 
to  he  enrolled  by  or  before  any  officer,  as  disloyal, 
or  as  a  Southern  sympathizer,  or  in  any  other 
terms  indicating  his  disaffection  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  its  contest  with  re- 
bellion, or  his  sympathy  with  those  engaged  in 
such  rebellion."  * 

Section  6  provided  that  all  voters 
should  take  an  oath  that  they  had 
never  directly  or  indirectly  done  any 
of  the  acts  mentioned  in  section  3, 
that  they  had  always  been  truly  and 
loyally  "  on  the  side  of  the  United 
States  against  all  enemies,  either  for- 
eign or  domestic."  Few  in  Missouri 
could  honestly  take  such  an  oath.    To 


*  Thorpe,  Frchral  and  State  Constitutions,  vol. 
iv.,  pp.  21U4-2195. 
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do  any  of  the  things  prohibited  with- 
out taking  the  test  oath  was  made  an 
offence  punishable  by  fine  or  impris- 
onment. Frank  Blair,  the  creator  of 
the  Republican  party  in  Missouri  and 
a  corps  commander  in  the  Union 
army,  attempted  to  vote.  When  the 
election  judges  demanded  that  he  take 
the  test  oath  he  refused,  saying,  "if 
I  take  that  oath  I  commit  perjury.  I 
fought  four  years  to  destroy  the  Con- 
federacy and  would  fight  four  years 
more  if  necessary.  I  never  sympa- 
thized with  the  Confederacy,  but  I 
did  sympatliize  wit=h  my  kin,  friends, 
and  neighbors  who  were  in  the  Con- 


federacy." Therefore  the  judges 
would  not  let  him  vote,  and  he  sued  the 
judges  to  verify  the  constitutionality 
of  the  test  oath.  The  radical  circuit 
and  supreme  courts  of  Missouri  held 
the  law  to  be  unconstitutional  and 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions. Thousands  of  preachers  and 
others  were  indicted  and  punished 
under  this  test  oath.  Finally  Blair, 
disgusted  with  such  performances, 
left  the  Republican  party  and  put  the 
Democratic  party  on  itc  feet  again, 
and  it  has  been  dominant  in  the  State 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  perhaps 
of  one  or  two  elections.* 


CHAPTER   XXXVII. 

1864. 

SHERMAN  'S  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  ATLANTA. 

Atlanta's  importance  —  Grant's  orders  to    Sherman  —  Johnston's    position  —  The    attack    on    Dalton  —  The 
battle  of  Resaca  —  The  capture  of  Rome  —  The  movement  toward  Dallas  —  The  battle  of  New  Hope  Church 

—  Engagements  at  Marietta,  Piue  Mountain,  and  Kolb's  (or  Gulp's)  Farm  —  Sherman's  repulse  at  Kenesaw 
Mountain  —  The  battles  at  Smyrna  Camp  Ground,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Leggett's  or  Bald  Hill  and  Ezra  Church 

—  McPherson's  death  —  The  cavalry  raids  of  McCook  and  Stoneman  —  The  battle  of  Jonesboro  and  the 
evacuation  of  Atlanta  by  Hood. 


As  we  have  seen.  Grant  had  taken 
supreme  command  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  he  had  con- 
cluded to  give  his  personal  attention 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  he  left 
the  southern  and  western  part  of  the 
field  of  operations  in  the  hands  of 
General  W.  T.  Sherman,  who  on 
March  12  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  military  division  of  the  Missis- 
sippi comprising  the  Departments  of 
the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  the  Ten- 


nessee, and  the  Arkansas.  General 
J.  B.  McPherson  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee; General  Thomas  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
at  Chattanooga;  and  General  Scho- 
field  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  at  Knox- 
ville.  By  a  subsequent  order  in  April 
Hooker  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
nth    and    12th    consolidated    corps; 

*  The  South  in  the  Buildhuj  of  the  Nation,  vol. 
iii.,  pp.  237-238;   Carr,  Missouri,  p.  368. 
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General  Howard  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  4th  corps;  and  Gen- 
oral  Schofield  to  the  23d  corps. 

Next  to  Richmond,  Atlanta,  Sher- 
man's objective  point,  was  the  most 
important  centre  of  Confederate 
military  operations.  Owing  to  its 
admirably  protected  situation  the  city 
had  been  chosen  at  the  outset  as  a 
great  military  depot  of  supplies  and 
materials  and  a  vast  workshop  for 
the  purposes  of  war,  an  important 
reason  being  that  Atlanta  was  one  of 
the  chief  railroad  centres  in  the  Con- 
federate States.  Northerly  ran  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad  to 
Chattanooga;  southwesterly  the  At- 
lanta, West  Point  and  Montgomery 
Railroad  connecting  the  former  point 
with  the  capital  of  Alabama,  thence 
with  Mobile  on  the  south  and  with  the 
whole  Mississippi  Valley  on  the  west; 
southeasterly  ran  the  important  road 
to  Macon  and  thence  to  Savannah; 
easterly  the  road  to  Augusta  and 
again  to  Savannah  and  Charleston. 
Atlanta  was  essentially  the  door  of 
Georgia,  as  was  Chattanooga  of  Ten- 
nessee. Unless  Atlanta  were  occupied 
by  the  Union  forces  only  cavalry  could 
be  utilized  further  south  and  their 
operations  must  necessarily  be  hur- 
ried, brief  and  always  dangerous ;  but 
with  Atlanta  once  in  the  possession 
of  the  North,  the  city  would  become  a 
new  advanced  base  from  which  the 
Union  forces  could  opei'ate  with  the 
assurance  that  their  rear  was  entirely 
secure.  On  April  4,  1864,  Grant  had 
communicated  to  Sherman  his  entire 


plan  of  campaign  and  stated  that  he 
purposed  to  send  the  latter  against 
Johnston 's  army  ' '  to  break  it  up  and 
get  into  the  interior  of  the  enemy's 
country  as  far  as  you  can,  inflicting 
all  the  damage  you  can  against  their 
war  resources."*  Sherman  accepted 
this  task  with  "  intinite  satisfaction  " 
and  planned  that  Schofield  should  ad- 
vance on  the  left,  Thomas  in  the 
centre  and  McPherson  on  the  right 
against  Johnston's  position  at  Dalton. 
In  preparing  his  army  for  flie  for- 
ward movement  Sherman  did  away 
with  everything  that  would  impede 
the  march.  Tents  were  forbidden  to 
all  except  the  sick  and  wounded  and 
only  one  tent  was  allowed  to  each 
headquarters  for  use  as  an  office,  t 
Sherman's  army  consisted  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
George  H.  Thomas,  numbering  60,773 
men,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  un- 
der J.  B.  McPherson,  numbering 
24,465  men,  and  the  Army  of  the  Ohio 
under  J.  M.  Schofield,-  numbering 
13,559  men,  a  total  of  98,797  men  and 
254  guns;t  and  Sherman  was  joined 
early  the  next  month  by  some  cavalry 
and  two  divisions  of  infantry,  raising 
his  total  force  to  112,819.  Opposing 
Sherman  at  Dalton,  the  first  objective 
point  of  Sherman's  Atlanta  campaign, 
was  Joseph  E.  Johnston  with  his  force 
of  52,992.11 


•■'  .Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  26. 

t  Shpriiian,  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  22. 

t  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  284-289. 
See  also  Cox,  Atlanta,  p.  25. 

([  Regarding  the  strength  of  Johnston's  army 
see   the   article  by   E.   C.   Dawea   in   Battles   and 
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On  April  28  Sherman  received  his 
final  orders  from  Grant  to  start  May 
5    and    on    May    2    the    army    began 
to   move   forward  in  three  colnmns, 
Thomas  in  front,  Schofield  on  the  left 
and   McPherson    on  the   right.     The 
position    occupied    by    Johnston    in 
front  of  Dalton  was  practically  im- 
pregnable.   On  the  left  and  south  the 
place  Avas  guarded  by  a  wall  of  (juartz 
rock  called  Rocky  Face  Ridge.     It  is 
traversed  by  a  gorge  named  Buzzard's 
Roost   through   which   runs   a   small 
stream  called  Mill  Creek.  When  Sher- 
man arrived  in  front  of  this  formi- 
dable barrier  he  found  the   summit 
and    sides    of   Rocky   Face    strongly 
fortified.     Mill  Creek  also  had  been 
dammed,  thus  affording  an  additional 
protection  to  the  gap  at  Buzzard's 
Roost.    Accordingly  Sherman  decided 
to  change  his  tactics.     On  May  6  the 
Array  of  the  Cumberland  was  at  and 
near  Ringgold,  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee at  Gordon's  Mill  on  the  Chicka- 
mauga,   and   the  Army  of  the   Ohio 
near  Red  Clay  on  the  Georgia  line 
north  of  Dalton.     Sherman  ordered 
the  four  corps  of  Thomas  and  Scho- 
field to  move  on  Dalton  in  front,  while 
McPherson    with    two    corps    passed 
through  Snake  Creek  Gap.     On  the 
7th  McPherson  was  ordered  to  march 


Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  281-283.  Pollard  {Last 
Year  of  the  War,  p.  48)  reports  Jolmston's  army 
at  40.900  infantry  and  artillery  and  about  4.000 
cavalry.  Davis  {i'ise  and  Fall  of  the  Confederate 
Government,  vol.  ii.,  p.  551)  estimates  the  force  at 
68.620  men  which  is  substantiated  by  .lolmston  in 
his  Xarrative  of  Uilitarij  Operations,  p.  574. 
Hood  in  his  Advance  and  Retreat  places  the  num- 
ber still  higher. 


from  Gordon's  Mill  through  the  gap 
to  Resaca,  18  miles  south  of  Dalton, 
and  while  he  was  making  this  move- 
ment Thomas  and  Schofield  pressed 
forward  against  Johnston.  Thomas 
drove  the  Confederates  in  his  front 
through  Buzzard's  Roost  Gap  and 
Schofield  closed  down  on  Thomas's 
left.  On  the  8th  there  was  heavy 
skirmishing  between  Thomas  and  the 
Confederate  divisions  of  Stewart  and 
Bate  at  Buzzard's  Roost  and  about 
six  miles  farther  south  a  determined 
assault. 

The  road  from  Lafayette  to  Dalton 
passes  through  a  cleft  in  the  palisade 
which  had  been  deepened  and  widened 
and  had  thus  gained  its  name,  Dug 
Gap.     Geary's  division  attacked  this 
gap.     The  enemy's  skirmishers  were 
driven  from  the  foot  of  the  ridge  and 
up   the   road   nearly   to   the   summit, 
when   two   brigades   were   formed  in 
double  lines  on  either  side  of  the  road. 
The  position  of  the  gap  could  not  be 
carried  and  an  assault  was  ordered 
on  the  perpendicular  paUsades  south 
of  it.     The  men  charged  only  to  be 
killed    or    captured   and   the   assault 
failed,    two    other   charges   resulting 
similarly.     Finally  the  Union  troops 
withdrew  with  a  loss  of  306  killed  and 
wounded,  and  51  captured  or  missing. 
At  Varnell's  Station  the  cavalry  divi- 
sions of  Stoneman  and  Wheeler  had 
an  engagement  in  which  each  side  lost 
about  150.    Thomas  pressed  so  vigor- 
ously  in    front   of   Buzzard's   Roost 
that  the  heavy  skirmishing  attained 
the  dimensions  of  a  battle.     By  the 
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11th  Sherman  moved  his  army  to  pass 
through  Snake  Creek  Gap,  having  de- 
cided to  join  McPherson.  Having 
been  informed  of  this,  Johnston,  on 
the  night  of  the  12th,  abandoned  his 


position  to  face  Sherman  at  Resaca 
and  the  following  morning  General 
Howard  occupied  Dalton.  The  Union 
loss  around  Dalton  from  May  7  to  12 
was  about  830  killed  and  wounded, 


while  the   Confederate  loss  was  not 
more  than  half  that  number.* 

McPherson  meauAvhile  had  moved 
from  Gordon's  Springs'  toward 
Resaca.  On  the  night  of  May  8  his 
advance  bivouaoed  in  the  gap  and 
the  nest  mormng  defeated  a  brigade 
of  Confederate  cavalry  posted  at  the 
eastern  end  of  it.  McPherson  ad- 
vanced to  within  a  mile  of  Resaca  on 
the  Oostanaula  but  found  the  Con- 
federate position  too  strong  to  be 
forced  and,  fearing  an  attack  upon  his 
own  left  flank,  withdrew,  taking  up  a 
strong  position  near  the  east  end  of 
Snake  Creek  Gap.  By  this  time  Sher- 
man had  resolved  to  transfer  the 
major  portion  of  his  army  from  Dal- 
ton to  Resaca.  Howard's  4th  corps 
and  a  small  force  of  cavalrj'  were  to 
demoifetrate  on  Buzzard's  Roost  Gap 
and  occupy  Confederate  attention 
north  of  Dalton.  On  the  10th  Hook- 
er's 20th  corps  moved  through  Snake 
Creek  Gap  and  joined  McPherson. 
Palmer's  14th  corps  and  Schofield's 
23d  corps  soon  followed  and  on  the 
12th  the  whole  army,  save  Howard's 
corps  and  the  cavalry  attached  to  it, 
had  passed  through  the  gap.  On  the 
morning  of  the  13th  McPherson  be- 
gan the  forward  movement.  Thomas 
with  the  corps  of  Palmer  and  Hooker 
was  to  move  on  McPherson 's  left  and 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Cox,  Atlanta, 
pp.  29-41:  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  ii. ;  Jolins- 
ton's  'Narrative;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p. 
252;  Van  Horni',  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland; Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi., 
pp.  297-298,  302-304. 
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Schofield  on  Thomas'  left,  the  whole 
preceded  by  Kilpatriek's  cavalry. 
Kilpatrick  drove  the  Confederate 
cavalry  to  wdthin  two  miles  of  Resaca 
and  then  wheeled  out  of  the  road  to 
allow  McPherson  to  pass,  who,  en- 
countering the  Confederate  pickets 
near  Resaca,  drove  them  in  and  occu- 
pied a  range  of  bald  hills,  his  right 
on  the  Oostanaula,  about  two  miles 
below  the  railroad  bridge,  and  liis  left 


covering  the  railroad  bridge  and  a 
trestle  bridge.  Polk's  left  rested  on 
the  Oostanaula,  and  Hood's  corps,  on 
Hardee's  right,  extended  across  the 
railroad  to  the  Connesauga  facing 
to  the  northeast.  On  the  right 
was  Wheeler's  cavalry,  and  on  the 
left  Jackson's  cavalry  guarded  the 
Oostanaula  from  Resaca  to  Rome. 
During  the  afternoon  of  the  14th 
McPherson  carried  a  bridge  at  Camp 
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abreast  of  the  town.  Thomas  came 
up  on  McPherson 's  left  and  faced 
Camp  Creek.  Schofield  worked  his 
way  through  dense  woods  and  joined 
Thomas'  left,  but  it  was  noon  of  the 
14th  before  these  movements  were 
completed  at  which  time  Howard's 
4th  corps,  following  Johnston  from 
Dalton,  had  reached  a  position  about 
a  mile  north  of  Schofield 's  left. 

Meanwhile,  as  we  have  seen,  Johns- 
ton had  abandoned  Dalton  and,  during 
the  13th,  formed  his  army  covering 
Resaca,  the  corps  of  Polk  and  Hardee 
west  of  the  place   facing  west  and 


Creek,  and,  crossing  it,  secured  a  com- 
manding position  very  close  to  Polk's 
main  line  and  there  intrenched.  The 
Confederates  attempted  to  retake  the 
position  but  their  assaults  were  re- 
pulsed. Farther  to  the  left.  Palmer's 
14th  and  Schofield 's  23d  corps  became 
severely  engaged  with  Hardee  at 
Camp  Creek.  One  part  of  Schofield 's 
corps  Avas  defeated  with  severe  loss 
but  another  part  succeeded  in  making 
a  lodgment  beyond  the  creek.  Two 
divisions  of  Howard's  corps  were 
then  dispatched  to  Schofield 's  sup- 
port,   leaving    Stanley's    division   in 
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echelon  to  the  left,  and  Hooker's 
corps  was  sent  there  also.  Nothing 
the  exposed  position  of  the  Union  left 
Johnston  ordered  Hood,  with  the  divi- 
sions of  Stewart  and  Stevenson,  to 
attack  and  turn  it.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon Hood  assailed  Stanley  and  was 
gradually  driving  him  back  when  the 
advance  of  Hooker's  corps,  Williams' 
division,  came  up,  repulsed  Hood  and 
drove  him  back  to  his  intrenchmcnts. 
Shortly  after  noon  of  the  15th  Hooker 
came  up  with  the  corps  of  Butterfield 
and  Geary  on  the  right  and  centre  and 
Williams  on  the  left.  Almost  simul- 
taneously Hood  with  the  divisions  of 
Stevenson  and  Stewart,  supported  by 
three  brigades  from  the  corps  of  Polk 
and  Hardee,  advanced  against  the 
Union  troops.  Before  Stevenson  had 
gone  far  from  his  works  his  left  was 
struck  by  Butterfield  and  Gearj^  and, 
after  a  severe  fight,  he  was  driven 
back  to  his  works  leaving  a  4-gun  bat- 
tery beliind.  On  Hood's  right  Stew- 
art's division  swung  to  the  left,  drove 
Williams'  skirmishers  from  the  rail- 
road, and,  crossing,  assaulted  Wil- 
liams' main  line,  but  was  bloodily  re- 
pulsed. Hooker's  loss  was  over  1,600. 
On  the  14th  Sherman  had  ordered  a 
pontoon  bridge  to  be  thrown  across 
the  Oostanaula  at  Lay's  Ferry  toward 
Calhoun,  and  Sweeny's  division  with 
the  16th  corps  was  sent  to  threaten 
Calhoun.  Sweeny  crossed  with  one 
brigade  and  drove  some  Confederate 
cavalry  from  the  opposite  bank,  but 
learning  that  the  Confederates  were 
crossing   above    him    he    retired    his 
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entire  division  half  a  mile  to  a  less 
exposed  position.  On  the  morning  of 
the  15th  he  moved  back  to  th(>  river 
and  crossed  it,  laid  a  pontoon  bridge 
and  constructed  works,  where  he  was 
ineffectually  attacked  by  Walker's 
Confederate  division.  On  learning 
that  part  of  Sherman's  army  was 
east  of  the  Oostanaula,  Johnston  felt 
that  further  delay  would  be  fatal  and 
therefore,  on  the  night  of  the  15th, 
abandoned  Resaca,  and,  burning  his 
bridges  behind  him,  marched  for  Cal- 
houn. On  the  morning  of  the  16th 
Sherman  occupied  Resaca  and  imme- 
diately started  in  pursuit.  The  Union 
loss  at  Resaca  was  about  600  killed 
and  2,146  wounded,  while  the  Con- 
federate loss  was  -about  300  killed, 
1,500  wounded  and  1,000  missing.* 

On  May  16,  1864,  after  the  fall  of 
Resaca,  General  J.  C.  Davis '  infantry 
division  was  ordered  down  the  west 
bank  of  the  Oostanaula  to  support 
Garrard,  and  the  latter  was  further  di- 
rected to  leave  his  artillery  at  Farm- 
er's bridge,  eight  miles  above  Rome, 
in  charge  of  Davis,  who  was  to  rejoin 
his  corps  at  Kingston,  while  Garrard 
made  a  rapid  movement  on  Johnston's 
flank.  Davis  made  a  march  of  15 
miles  on  the  16th,  and  bivouaced  a 
few  miles  from  Farmer's  Bridge. 
Meanwhile  Garrard  had,  on  the  15th, 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Johnston,  'Nar- 
rative of  Military  Operations;  Sherman,  Memoirs, 
vol.  ii.;  Cox,  Atlanta,  pp.  42-48;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p.  262  et  seq. ;  Van  Home,  His- 
tory of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland ;  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  304-306;  vol.  viii., 
pp.  126-128. 
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driven  the  Confederate  cavalry  from 
Farmer's  Bridge,  and  pursued  to 
within  sight  of  Rome,  but  the  force 
concentrated  there  proving  too  large 
to  engage,  he  returned  to  Parmer's 
Bridge  on  his  way  to  Lay's  Ferry, 
where  he  met  Davis  on  the  evening  of 
the  16th.  Davis  determined  to  go  on 
to  Rome,  but  when  he  arrived  there  on 
the  17th  found  it  held  by  two  Confed- 
erate brigades.  At  5  p.  m.  the  Confed- 
erates advanced  and  drove  in  his  skir- 
mishers. Davis  then  brought  up  his 
entire  division,  deploying  two  bri- 
gades and  holding  one  in  reserve.  A 
severe  contest  ensued,  which  lasted 
until  dark,  when  the  Confederates 
withdrew  to  their  works  and  Davis 
threw  up  intrenchments.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  he  ordered  an  advance, 
and  found  the  works  in  his  front  aban- 
doned. He  then  occupied  Rome,  cap- 
turing ten  guns,  valuable  iron  works 
and  machine-shops,  and  a  large 
amount  of  public  stores.  His  loss  was 
about  150  killed,  wounded,  and  mis- 
sing; the  Confederate  loss,  about  100 
killed  and  wounded.* 

Johnston  retreated  by  way  of  Cal- 
houn and  Adairsville  to  Cass\dlle 
where  he  prepared  to  make  a  stand. 
Sherman  closed  in  on  him  to  force  a 
battle,  but  Johnston  abandoned  Cass- 
ville  during  the  night  of  the  19th  and 
the  next  day  crossed  to  the  south  side 
of  the  Etowah.  Sherman  occupied 
Cassville  and  Kingston  and  prepared 
for  another  advance  against  Johnston, 


who  held  the  line  of  the  railroad  at  Al- 
latoona  Pass  and  other  points  this 
side  of  Marietta.*  Sherman  con- 
cluded to  turn  these  positions  by  mov- 
ing from  Kingston  to  Marietta  by  way 
of  Dallas,  a  small  town  about  25  miles 
south  of  Kingston  and  20  miles  west 
of  Marietta.  The  advance  began  on 
the  23d  but  the  Confederate  cavalry 
discovered  it,  whereupon  Johnston 
prepared  to  check  the  movement  by 
marching  to  Dallas  and  covering 
points  leading  to  it.  On  the  25th  when 
Hooker's  20th  corps  approached  Dal- 
las, it  discovered  that  Hood's  Confed- 
erate corps  hold  the  crossroads  at  New 
Hope  Church,  4  miles  northeast  of 
Dallas.  Hooker  attacked  Hood  late  in 
the  afternoon  but  was  repulsed  with  a 
loss  of  1,346  killed  and  wounded  and 
60  missing,  while  Hood  lost  less  than 
400,  During  the  night  and  early  the 
next  day  the  rest  of  the  army  moved 
up  on  Hooker's  right  and  left  and  in- 
trenclied,  McPherson's  two  corps  on 
the  right  holding  Dallas.  Sherman 
gradually  extended  to  the  left,  skir- 
mishing heavily  all  along  the  line,  and, 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  T.  J. 
Wood's  division  of  the  4th  corps  at- 
tacked the  Confederate  right  near 
Pickett's  Mill  but  was  driven  back 
with  a  loss  of  1,224  killed  and  318  mis- 
sing, while  the  Confederates  reported 
a  loss  of  only  85  killed  and  363 
wounded.  This  engagement  took 
place  a  little  over  two  miles  northeast 
of  New  Hope  Church. 


*  Official    Records,    vol.    xxxviii. ;    Van    Home, 
History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  vol.  i. 


*  On   these   movements   see  Cox,   Atlanta,  p.   49 
et  seq. 
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There  was  no  cessation  of  the 
heavy  skirmishing,  and  Sherman,  still 
deploying  to  the  left,  ordered  Mc- 
Pherson,  who  was  intrenched  at  Dal- 
las, to  close  in  on  Hooker  at  New  Hope 
Church  so  as  to  enable  Hooker  to  ex- 
tend to  the  left.  Hooker  deferred  the 
jnovement  until  the  next  day,  the  28th, 
and  then,  on  turning  from  his  in- 
tronchments,  was  attacked  by  Hardee. 
The  Confederates  made  a  desperate 


CONPBDCRATe 
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effort  to  seize  his  works  but  were  de- 
feated with  a  loss  of  about  390  killed 
and  wounded,  while  McPherson  lost 
325  killed  and  wounded  and  54  mis- 
sing. Sherman  continued  his  move- 
ment to  the  left;  McPherson  with- 
drew from  Dallas  on  June  1  and 
pushed  up  on  Hooker  at  New  Hoi^e 
Church  toward  which  point  Hooker 
moved.  Allatoona  was  seized,  as  was 
also  the  railroad  back  to  the  Etowah, 
and  on  June  4  Sherman  was  pre- 
paring to  attack  Johnston  at  New 
Hope  Church;  but  he  found  that  the 


Confederate  commander  had  aban- 
doned all  his  works  and  fallen  back 
to  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Thereupon 
Sherman  moved  to  the  railroad  at 
Ackworth  and  Big  Shanty,  and  the 
first  stage  of  the  Atlanta  campaign 
was  ended.  During  this  time.  May 
6  to  31,  the  Union  loss  had  been  9,299 
killed,  wounded  and  missing,  while 
the  Confederate  loss  was  5,807  killed 
and  wounded.* 

After  his  withdrawal  from  Dallas 
on  June  4  Johnston  took  up  position 
covering  Marietta,  his  left  on  Lost 
Mountain,  his  right  beyond  the  rail- 
road and  behind  Noonday  Creek  with 
a  strong  advanced  position  on  Pine 
Mountain.  This  latter  mountain  was 
an  isolated  hill  rising  300  feet  above 
the  surrounding  country  and  forming 
a  salient  near  the  centre  of  the  Con- 
federate line.  On  Johnston's  retreat 
Sherman  repaired  the  railroads  de- 
stroyed by  the  Confederates,  brought 
up  supplies,  established  a  secondary 
fortified  base  at  Allatoona  Pass,  and, 
on  the  10th,  on  being  joined  by  Blair 
with  two  divisions  of  the  17th  corps, 
moved  his  whole  line  forward,  thus 
confronting  Johnston  in  his  new  posi- 
tion. By  the  14th  General  Thomas, 
A\'ith  a  part  of  his  line,  had  Avorked 
his  way  close  to  Pine  Mountain.  Dur- 
ing the  day  General  Johnston  with 


*Official  /Accords,  vnl.  xxx\'iii.;  Johnston,  Nar- 
rative; Sherman,  Memoirs;  Van  Home,  History 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cum,berland,  vol.  ii. ;  Cox,  At- 
lanta, chaps.  vii.-Yiii.:  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
iv.,  p.  268  et  seq. ;  Rhodes,  United  States,  vol.  iv., 
p.  450  et  setj.;  Confederate  Military  History,  vol. 
vi.  pp.  300-311,  vol.  viii.,  pp.  129-130. 
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Generals  Hardee  and  Polk  were  on 
the    mountain    observing    the    Union 
movements   when    some    of  Thomas' 
cavalry  opened  on  the  group,  killing 
General  Polk.     On  the  night  of  the 
14th  Johnston  abandoned  Pine  Moun- 
tain, placing  Bate's  division,  which 
had  occupied  it,  in  reserve,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th  it  was  occupied 
by    Howard's    4th    corps.     Johnston 
still  held  the  intrenchments  connect- 
ing his  principal  line  with  Pine  Moun- 
tain and  other  detached  works  and  at 
noon  the  corps  of  Howard  and  Hooker 
attacked   these  intrenchments,   How- 
ard on  the  left  of  the  mountain  and 
Hooker  on  the  right.     After  a  short 
engagement    the    Confederates    were 
driven  to  their  main  works,  where- 
upon Hooker  (Geary's  division,  sup- 
ported by  Williams',  on  the  left,  and 
Butterfield's    on    the    right)    pushed 
against  the  main  line.    The  Union  as- 
sault was  repulsed,  however,  Avith  a 
loss  of  639  killed  and  wounded,  while 
the  Confederates  suffered  but  sHghtly. 
The  skirmishing  continued  until  the 
18th  w^hen  Johnston  fell  back  to  a  new 
line.  Hood's  corps  with  its  right  on 
the  Marietta  and  Canton  road,  Lor- 
ing's  (formerly  Polk's)  on  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  and  Hardee's  corps  on  the 
left,  extending  across  the  Lost  Moun- 
tain and  Marietta  road.* 

Sherman  pressed  in  closely  on  the 
Confederate  centre  and  left,  north  of 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii. ;  Sherman,  Mem- 
oirs, vol.  ii.:  Cox,  Atlanta,  p.  89  et  seq.;  Battles 
and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.  passi',n;  W.  M.  Polk,  Leonldas 
Polk,  Bishop  and  General  (1893);  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  315-316. 


Marietta,  still  continuing  the  exten- 
sion of  his  line  to  the  right,  south  of 
it.     The  Confederates  made  a  corre- 
sponding move  to  the  left  and,  on  the 
night  of  the  21st,  Hood's  corps  of  two 
divisions     (Hindman's    and    Steven- 
son's) moved  from  the  right  near  the 
railroad    north    of    Marietta    to    the 
Marietta  and  Powder  Springs  road 
near  Zion  Church,  about  four  miles 
southwest  of  Marietta  and  a  mile  east 
of  Kolb's  (or  Gulp's)  Farm.    On  the 
morning  of  the  22d  Hascall's  division 
of  Sehofield's  corps  had  advanced  on 
the     road     from     Powder     Springs 
Church  to   Marietta  with   orders  to 
take  position  on  Hooker's  right  near 
Kolb's  house.     Hooker,  in  going  to 
the  right  and  forward,  reached  to  the 
Mai-ietta   road  at  Kolb's   and  made 
connection    Avith    Hascall's    division. 
Hooker's  right  was  held  by  Williams' 
division ;  at  Williams '  left  was'  Geary 's 
division;  and  further  to  the  left,  on 
the  line  of  Howard's  4th  corps,  was 
Butterfield's  division.     Williams  and 
Hascall  experienced  much  sharp  skir- 
mishing when  getting  into  position, 
and  from  some  of  the  prisoners  taken 
from  Hood's  corps  it  was  learned  that 
Hood,    supported    by    Hardee,    was 
about  to  attack ;  whereupon  WilHams 
and  Hascall  were  ordered  to  deploy 
their  divisions  and  throw  up  breast- 
works, Hascall  in  heavy  woods  and 
WiUiams  on  open  commanding  ground 
that  offered  excellent  opportunity  for 
artillery  action.    This  movement  had 
not  been  completed  when,  at  5  o  'clock 
in    the    afternoon.    Hood    made    the 
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attack.  The  Confederate  right  ad- 
vanced amid  a  terrific  fire  of  shell, 
case-shot  and  canister  that  tore  great 
gaps  in  the  line  and  partially  broke 
up  its  formation,  but  the  Confederates 
pressed  on  and,  coming  under  still 
closer  canister  fire  and  deadly  volleys 
of  musketry,  were  repulsed  after  a 
desperate  struggle  of  less  than  an 
hour.  Hood's  loss  was  1,012  killed 
and  wounded  and  about  100  missing, 
while  the  Union  loss  was  about  200.* 

On  June  13  Sherman  Avrote  that  he 
would  study  Johnston's  position  on 
Kenesaw  and  Lost  Mountains  and 
adopt  some  plan  of  dislodging  him  or 
dramng  him  out  of  his  position,  but 
he  afterwards  seems  to  have  changed 
his  mind  and  to  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  had  no  alternative  but 
to  make  an  assault.  Accordingly  he 
resolved  to  attack  the  left  centre  of 
Johnson's  position  and  orders  were 
given  on  the  24th  that,  on  the  27th, 
McPherson  should  assault  near  Little 
Kenesaw  and  Thomas  about  a  mile 
farther  south.f 

Kenesaw  Mountain  Avas  strongly  in- 
trenched and  was  held  by  Loring's 
corps  on  the  right  opposite  McPher- 
son, and  Hardee's  corps  on  the  left 
opposite  Thomas.  The  assault  was 
made  at  about  9  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th,  and  all  along  the  lines 
for  ten  miles  a  furious  fire  of  artillery 
and  musketry  was  kept  up.     A  part 


of  Logan's  15th  corps  fought  its 
way  up  the  slope  of  Little  Kenesaw, 
carried  the  Confederate  outposts 
and  tried  to  go  farther  but  was 
checked  by  the  rough  nature  of  the 
ground  and  the  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry    delivered    at    short    range 
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*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii. ;  Johnston's  Kar- 
rativc;  Cox,  Atlanta,  pp.  lOS-115;  Confederate 
Military  History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  316-317. 

t  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.,  pt.  iv.,  pp.  .582, 
588. 


from  behind  breastworks.  After  sus- 
taining a  loss  of  600  men  Logan  with- 
drew his  troops  to  the  caiitured 
outposts.  About  a  mile  to  the  right 
Newton's  and  Davis'  chA-isions  of 
Thomas'  corps  charged  up  the  face  of 
the  mountain,  drove  in  the  Confeder- 
ate skirmish  line,  and  reached  the 
main  works,  but  were  unable  to  carry 
them;   therefore,  after  heroic  effort 
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and  the  loss  of  1,580  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  including  Generals  C.  G. 
Harker  and  Daniel  McCook,  he  fell 
back  and  intrenched  75  yards  from 
the  enemy's  works.  The  assault  was 
over  in  two  hours  and  a  half  and  was 
a  complete  failure,  being  one  of  the 
most  serious  reverses  sustained  by 
Sherman  in  the  campaign.  Ilis  loss 
was  nearly  2,500  while  the  Confeder- 
ates lost  only  808  killed  and  wounded.* 
After  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain flanking  operations  were  renewed 
to  the  right  to  reach  the  railroad,  and 
Johnston,  finding  it  in  danger  and  his 
communications  with  Atlanta  threat- 
ened, abandoned  Marietta  on  the  night 
of  July  2,  after  having  been  under 
an  uninterrupted  cannonade  and  in- 
fantry fire  for  26  days,  and  intrenched 
a  few  miles  south  of  Marietta  with  an 
advanced  position  at  Smyrna  Camp 
Ground.  Sherman  occupied  Marietta 
on  the  morning  of  July  3  and  imme- 
mediately  pushed  forward,  hoping  to 
catch  Johnston  before  he  could  get 
his  army  across  the  river,  and  was 
much  surprised  when  the  head  of 
Thomas'  column  struck  the  strong 
Confederate  eartliworks  at  Smyrna 
Camp  Ground.  The  army  was  then 
deployed  and  there  was  much  heavy 
skirmisliing.  On  July  4  General 
Dodge  moved  with  the  16th  corps  out 
on  the  Ruff  Station  road,  and  devel- 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Sherman,  Mem- 
oirs, vol.  ii. ;  Cox,  Atlanta,  chap.  x. ;  Van  Home, 
History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  vol.  ii. ; 
Johnston,  'Narrative;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol. 
iv..  p.  270  et  seq.;  Confederate  Military  History, 
vol.  vi.,  pp.   317-321;   vol.  viii.,   pp.   131-133. 


oped  a  Confederate  position  of  two 
intrenched  lines  strongly  held,  and  in 
turn  immediately  intrenched.  At  4 
p.  M.  three  regiments  of  Veatch's  di- 
vision under  Colonel  E.  F.  Noyes  and 
three  regiments  of  Sweeny's  division 
made  a  charge  and  captured  Johns- 
ton 's  first  line  of  works  and  more  than 
100  prisoners,  the  loss  to  themselves 
being  140  killed  and  wounded.  Dur- 
ing the  night  Johnston  abandoned  his 
advanced  position  and  withdrew  to 
the  intrenched  line  covering  the  rail- 
road bridge.  Sherman,  closing  up 
against  him,  was  met  by  a  heavy  and 
severe  fire,  but  then  threw  forw'ard 
both  flanks  and  by  the  morning  of 
July  6  held  possession  of  the  river 
above  for  18  miles  as  far  as  Roswell, 
and  10  miles  below  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Sweet  River.  On  the 
9th  Sherman  secured  three  good  cross- 
ings on  the  Chattahoochee  River  and 
sent  over  a  part  of  his  army,  where- 
upon Johnston,  on  the  night  of  the 
9th,  crossed  to  the  south  side,  burned 
the  railroad  bridge  and  the  pontoon 
and  trestle  bridges,  and  took  position 
in  the  outer  defences  of  Atlanta.* 

Sherman  spent  the  next  few  days 
in  strengthening  his  positions,  in- 
creasing the  number  and  capacity  of 
his  bridges,  rearranging  the  garri- 
sons in  his  rear  and  bringing  forward 
supplies.  On  the  night  of  the  17th  he 
ordered  a  general  advance  on  Atlanta 
and  bv  night  the  entire  army  formed 


*  Offieial  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Nicolay  and 
Hay,  Life  of  Lincoln,  vol.  ix.,  pp.  26-27;  Cox, 
Atlanta,  pp.  130-143. 
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a  general  line  along  the  old  Peach 
Tree  road.  Being  apprised  of  Sher- 
man's advance,  Johnston  took  np  his 
position  for  defence  on  Peach  Tree 
Creek,  a  little  rivulet  north  and  east 
of  Atlanta  which  flows  into  the  Chat- 
tahoochee near  the  railroad  bridge. 
While  planning  his  defensive  cam- 
paign he  was  removed  from  command 
by  Davis  because  "  you  have  failed 
to  arrest  the  advance  of  the  enemy  to 
the  vicinity  of  Atlanta,  far  in  the  in- 
terior of  Georgia,  and  express  no  con- 
fidence that  j'ou  can  defeat  or  repel 
him."*  Johnston  was  succeeded  by 
John  B.  Hood  and  the  change  seemed 
to  indicate  that  the  Confederates 
meant  to  fight. f  In  truth  Johnston's 
removal  implied  that  the  Confeder- 
ates must  assume  the  offensive  and 
Hood  lost  no  time  in  carrjdng  out 
Davis'  design.!  The  Confederate 
army  was  strongly  posted  about  four 
miles  in  front  of  Atlanta  on  the  south 
bank  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  holding 
the  line  of  that  stream  and  the  Chat- 
tahoochee for  some  distance  below 
the  mouth  of  the  creek.  On  the  ISth 
and  19th  Sherman's  army,  A^th  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  under 
Thomas  on  the  right  as  a  pivot,  sAvung 

'  Johnston,  Karrative,  p.  24!1.  See  also  1!.  T. 
.Johnson,  Memoir  of  Joseph  E.  Johnston  (1891)  ; 
R.  M.  Hughes,  General  Johnston   (1893). 

t  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.,  p.  72. 

t  Pollard  ( Last  Year  of  the  War,  p.  8G )  says : 
"  Johnston  was  removed  and  Lieutenant-General 
Hood  put  in  command  of  the  army.  President 
Davis  detdariiig  that  if  the  peoi)le  wanted  '  a  fight- 
ing general '  tliey  sliould  liave  suoli  in  this  man 
wlio  was  hrave,  headstrong,  incompetent;  wlio  had 
the  heart  of  a  lion  but,  unfortunately,  with  it  a 
head  of  wood.'' 


to  the  right  and,  all  advancing,  closed 
in  on  Atlanta.  General  Schofield's 
Army  of  the  Ohio  occupied  Decatur 
and  then  moved  toward  Atlanta, 
while  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  un- 
der McPherson,  after  destrojdng  sev- 
eral miles  of  the  Augusta  Railroad 
east  of  Decatur,  invested  that  place. 
After  some  sharp  skirmishing  Thomas 
threw  his  heads  of  column  across 
Peach  Tree  Creek  but  left  a  gap  of 
two  miles  between  him  and  Schofield, 
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this  being  partially  closed  on  the  20th 
by  two  divisions  of  the  4th  corps, 
while  Newton's  division  of  the  same 
corps  was  left  on  the  Buckhead  road 
to  the  left  of  Hooker's  20th  corps.  On 
the  19th,  learning  that  Thomas  was 
crossing  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Hood  re- 
solved to  crush  him  before  he  could 
intrench  and  then  to  attack  Schofield 
and  McPherson.  With  this  end  in 
view  Hood  formed  his  line  in  three 
corps,  Cheatham's  on  the  right, 
Hardee's  in  the  centre,  and  Stewart's 
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ou  the  left.  Cheatham  was  to  hold 
his  left  on  the  creek  to  separate 
Thomas  from  Schofield  and  face  Scho- 
field  and  McPherson,  wliilo  Hardee 
and  Stewart,  moving  by  division  in 
echelon  from  the  right  Avent  against 
the  flank  and  front  of  Thomas  to  drive 
him  back  to  the  creek  and  then  down 
it  toward  the  Chattahoochee  into  the 
narrow  space  formed  by  the  river  and 
the  creek  into  a  sort  of  pocket. 

At  4  0  'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
20th  the  order  was  given  to  advance. 
Bate's   division    on    Hardee's    right, 
passing  by  Newton's  left,  found  no 
enemy   in   its   immediate    front   and 
failed  in  an  effort  to  reach  Newton's 
flank.    Walker's  division  in  Hardee's 
centre  struck  Newton 's  command  and 
bent   back   both  flanks,   but   after   a 
severe  struggle  was  driven  back  with 
great  loss.    Hardee  was  about  to  re- 
new the  attack  on  Newton  with  the 
divisions    of    Maney    and    Cleburne, 
when  Cleburne  was  withdrawn  to  go 
to    the    extreme    right    and    Hardee 
abandoned    any    further    aggressive 
attempt.     On  Hardee's  left   Stewart 
furiously    assailed    Hooker's    troops 
who     had    not    yet    taken    position. 
Geary's    division    had    crossed    the 
creek  more  than  half  a  mile  above 
Howell's  Mill  and  was  on  high  tim- 
bered ground  with  its  right  thrown 
forward,  and  the  33d  New  Jersey  lay 
on  a  bare  hill  some  distance  in  ad- 
vance.    Williams'  division  was  mov- 
ing up  to  connect  mth  Geary  on  the 
left  and  Palmer's  division  of  the  14th 
corps  on  the  right.    Ward's  division 


was  near  Collier's  Mill  on  Geary's 
left  and  rear  near  the  banks  of  the 
creek,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  New- 
ton's division,  from  which  position  its 
brigade   commanders   led   their  men 
against  the  flank  of  Walker's  division 
engaging  Newton.     Stewart  moving 
by  division  in  echelon  first  struck  the 
33d  New  Jersey,  drove  it  back,  and, 
after     taking     many    prisoners,     hit 
Geary,  Ward  and  Williams  in  quick 
succession,  making  a  series  of  deter- 
mined assaults.    These  continued  un- 
til night,  but  finally  Stewart  was  re- 
pulsed and  compelled  to  withdraw  to 
his  works  with  a  loss  of  about  2,000 
men.    In  this  battle  the  Union  troops 
engaged  -numbered  about  20,000  and 
the  Confederates  about  19,000.     The 
Union  loss  was  about  1,600  killed  and 
wounded   and    the    Confederate    loss 
about  2,500  killed  and  wounded.* 

On  the  21st  Sherman  advanced 
strong  skirmish  lines  to  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  works  surrounding 
Atlanta.  In  the  morning  Leggett's 
division  was  ordered  to  carry  a  high 
bare  hill  about  half  a  mile  south  of 
the  Decatur  Railroad.  Supported  on 
the  right  by  the  division  of  Giles  A. 
Smith,  Leggett  advanced  under  cover 
of  the  hill  itself,  drove  the  Confeder- 
ates under  Cleburne  from  it  and  be- 
gan to  intrench.    At  daybreak  of  the 


'  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii. ;  Sherman,  Mem- 
oirs, vol.  ii.;  Battles  and  Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  p.  312 
et  scq.j  Van  Home,  History  of  the  Army  of  tlis 
Cumberland,  vol.  ii.;  Johnston,  Narrative  of  Mili- 
tary Operations;  Cox,  Atlanta,  p.  144  et  set/.; 
Confederate  Military  History,  vol.  vi.,  p.  321  et 
seq. 
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22d  it  was  discovered  that  the  fore- 
most Confederate  works  had  been 
aliandoued.  Sherman  first  thought 
that  the  Confederate  general  meant 
to  give  up  Atlanta  without  a  further 
contest  but  he  was  soon  undeceived. 
He  ordered  a  general  advance  along 
his  line  to  occupy  the  city,  and  the 
movement  began  accordingly.  Dur- 
ing the  night,  however,  Hood  had  re- 
solved to  withdraw  his  army  to  the 
inner  fortifications  about  Atlanta  and 
to  detach  Hardee's  corps  of  four  divi- 
sions to  march  by  the  right  flank,  pass 
Sherman's  left,  and  attack  his  left 
and  roar.  Giles  A.  Smith's  division 
of  Blair's  17th  corps 'held  Sherman's 
left  and  Dodge's  16tli  corps  was  some 
distance  on  the  rear  of  the  centre  of 
Blair's  cori)s  and  at  right  angles  to  it, 
Blair  fronting  west  and  Dodge  south. 
At  midnight  Hardee  moved  out  of 
Atlanta  by  the  McDonough  road  and 
about  daybreak,  having  passed  Sher- 
man's left,  halted,  formed  line,  and 
gave  his  men  needed  rest.  In  half  an 
hour  the  order  was  given  to  advance 
and  the  corps  went  forward  until  the 
divisions  of  Bate  and  Walther  struck 
the  two  Union  divisions  of  Dodge  by 
which  they  were  held  in  check,  but 
all  efforts  to  progress  were  repulsed 
with  great  loss,  among  the  killed  be- 
ing General  Walther.  At  the  moment 
the  attack  was  made  Sherman  and 
McPherson  were  engaged  in  conver- 
sation. Sherman  gave  the  necessary 
orders  to  meet  the  emergency,  and 
McPherson,  after  sending  troops  to 
fill  an  interval  between  Dodge   and 


Blair,  rode  to  Dodge  and  then  toward 
Blair's  line.  He  rode  through  a  wood- 
land path  and  came  upon  a  squad  of 
Confederate  skirmishers,  and,  refus- 
ing to  surrender,  attempted  to  gallop 
away  but  was  shot  dead.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  John  A.  Logan.  Meanwhile 
the  left  of  Hardee's  line  had  attacked 
Smith's  division  in  front,  flank  and 
rear.  Smith  gradually  jdelded  ground 
but  refused  to  connect  his  left  with 
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Dodge's  right  and  the  Confederates 
were  thereby  able  to  advance  to  the 
foot  of  Leggett's  Hill.  While  Har- 
dee's assault  on  Sherman's  left  was  in 
progress,  Cheatham's  corps  assailed 
in  front,  the  onslaught  falling  upon 
Leggett's  Hill  and  the  15th  corps  on 
the  right  of  it  just  as  Leggett  had 
repulsed  an  attack  in  his  rear.  Leg- 
gett held  his  ground  in  spite  of 
repeated  Confederate  onsets  until 
nightfall,  when  Hardee  Avithdrew  his 
right  wing,  leaving  his  left  connected 
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with  the  intrenched  line  in  front  of 
Atlanta.  On  the  right  of  Logan's 
corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  was  as- 
sailed by  Smith's  Georgia  militia,  but 
they  were  easily  driven  back.  On 
Hardee's  right  Joseph  Wheeler's 
cavalry  attacked  J.  W.  Spragne's 
brigade  at  Decatur  and  for  a  time 
pressed  it  vigorously,  but  when 
Reilly's  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the 
Ohio  arrived  on  the  field  Wheeler  fell 
back.  In  the  battle  of  Leggett's  or 
Bald  Hill  the  Union  loss  was  about 
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4,000   and   the   Confederate   loss  be- 
tween 5,000  and  6,000.* 

After  this  battle  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  was  transferred  from  the 
extreme  left  of  the  investing  line  to 
the  right  near  Ezi'a  Church,  and  Hood 
prepared  to  check  its  further  exten- 
sion. On  the  night  of  July  27  he 
marched  with  the  greater  part  of  his 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii. ;  Sherman,  Mem- 
oirs; Cox,  Atlanta,  pp.  163-176;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iv. ;  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Life  of  Lin- 
coln, vol.  ix.,  pp.  270-274;  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 
The  Battle  of  Atlanta;  Confederate  Military  His- 
tory, vol.  vi.,  pp.  323-334;  vol.  viii.,  pp.  137-138. 


command  out  of  Atlanta  and  on  the 
28th  ordered  the  division  of  General 
J.  C.  Brown  to  attack  Logan's  corps 
then  advancing  on  the  right  and  force 
it  back  beyond  Ezra  Church.  Brown 
drove  in  Logan's  skirmishers  and  car- 
ried some  points  of  Logan's  line,  but 
his  two  attempts  to  dislodge  Logan 
were  frustrated  with  great  slaughter, 
his  loss  numbering  694  killed  and 
wounded  and  113  missing.  During 
Brown's  attack  four  regiments  from 
the  corps  of  Dodge  and  Blair  extended 
Logan 's  right  and  took  part  in  the  ac- 
tion. Clayton's  division  assaulted  on 
Brown's  right  but  not  until  after 
Brown's  first  repulse,  and  by  a  mis- 
understanding his  three  brigades 
made  isolated  attacks  on  Harrow's  di- 
vision, all  of  which  were  repelled  with 
great  loss.  Walthall  had  led  out  his 
division  while  Brown  and  Clayton 
were  engaged  and  at  2  p.  m.,  after  they 
had  been  withdrawn,  he  was  ordered 
to  move  over  the  ground  of  Brown's 
fight,  where  he  made  several  attempts 
to  drive  back  the  Union  ti'oops,  but 
failed.  Accordingly,  after  more  than 
an  hour's  severe  fighting,  he  retreated 
mth  a  loss  of  about  1,100  men,  and  at 
night  Hood  withdrew  his  troops  to 
the  works  around  Atlanta.  In  this 
battle  the  Union  forces  numbered 
about  13,000  men  and  the  Confederates 
about  18,000.  The  Union  loss  was  559 
Idlled  and  wounded  and  73  missing, 
and  the  Confederate  loss  about  2,800 
killed,  wounded  and  missing,  the  esti- 
mates of  Sherman,  Howard  and  Logan 
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that  the  Confederate  loss  was  from 
0,000  to  7,000  being  excessive.* 

While  Sherman  was  operating 
against  Atlanta  he  decided  to  strike 
a  blow  at  the  Macon  Railroad.  Gen- 
eral George  Stoneman  with  5,000  cav- 
alry was  to  move  by  the  left  around 
Atlanta  to  McDonough  and  General 
E.  M.  McCook  with  3,500  men  by  the 
light  of  Fayette ville,  the  two  to  join 
on  July  28  at  Lovejoy's  Station  on  the 
Macon  Railroad.  On  the  morning  of 
the  27th  both  columns  started.  Mc- 
Cook with  3,200  men  and  8  guns 
marched  down  the  Chattahoochee, 
moved  on  Palmetto  Station  on  the 
West  Point  Railroad,  tore  up  two 
miles  of  track,  and  went  on  to  Fayette- 
ville  where  he  capt^^red  about  250 
prisoners,  500  wagons,  which  he 
burned,  and  800  mules  (the  greater 
part  of  wliich  he  killed)  and  then 
pushed  on  to  Lovejoy's  Station.  He 
was  to  meet  Stoneman  there  but  heard 
nothing  from  him  and  continued  his 
raid.  He  had  several  hard  encounters 
and  was  forced  to  release  his  pris- 
oners, abandon  his  artillery  and 
trains  and  cut  his  way  out,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  Chattahoochee 
with  parts  of  his  command,  and  then 
marched  to  Marietta  with  a  total  loss 
of  about  600  men. 

Before  starting  out  Stoneman  had 
received  Sherman's  permission,  after 
completing  his  work  at  Lovejoy's,  to 

*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Battlis  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  254,  31!t,  335,  341;  Cox,  At- 
lanta, chap,  xiv.;  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  ii. ;  Con- 
federate MilHary  History,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  336-339; 
vol.  vii.,  pp.  215-216. 


proceed  to  Macon  and  Andersonville 
and  release  the  thousands  of  prison- 
ers at  these  places.  He  began  his 
march  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  left 
Garrard's  division  at  Flat  Rock,  and, 
with  the  brigades  of  Adams,  Biddle 
and  Capron,  in  all  about  2,200  men, 
crossed  the  Ocmulgee  River  near  Cov- 
ington, destroyed  a  large  amount  of 
rolling  stock  at  Gordon  and  Griswold- 
ville,  reunited  his  detachments  near 
Macon,  shelled  the  place,  and  then 
moved  back  toward  Clinton.  Mean- 
while General  Iverson's  Confederate 
cavalry  division  had  been  ordered  by 
Wheeler  to  follow  Stoneman  and  now 
came  upon  him.  Allen's  Confederate 
cavalry  brigade  had  passed  around  his 
flank  and  had  taken  a  strong  position 
directly  across  his  line  of  retreat, 
wliilo  Armstrong's  brigade  was 
closely  menacing  his  left  flank.  Be- 
lieving himself  opposed  by  an  im- 
mensely superior  force  Stoneman  au- 
thorized his  brigade  commanders  to 
cut  their  way  out  while  he,  with  a  regi- 
ment and  a  section  of  artillery,  held 
the  enemy  in  check;  but  when  the 
others  had  escaped  Stoneman  sur- 
rendered with  about  500  men.  The 
greater  part  of  Adams'  brigade  es- 
caped and  joined  the  army  near  At- 
lanta. Capron 's  brigade  escaped  but 
was  subsequently  surprised  and  scat- 
tered and  very  few  reached  the  Union 
lines.* 


*  Official  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Sherman,  Mem- 
oirs, vol.  ii.;  Van  Home,  History  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  vol.  Ii.;  Xicolay  and  Hay,  Life 
of  Lincoln,  vol.  ix.,  pp.  278-283. 
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After  the  battle  of  Ezra  Churcli 
Greneral  Sherman,  unable  fully  to  in- 
vest Atlanta,  drew  the  14th  corps  and 
Schofield's  Army  of  the  Ohio  from  the 
left  and  extended  his  lines  on  the  right 
nearly  to  East  Point,  about  six  miles 
below  Atlanta.  To  create  a  diversion 
Hood  on  August  10  sent  Wheeler  with 
5,000  cavalry  to  operate  upon  Sher- 
man's   line    of    communication    with 


on  the  night  of  the  18th  against  the 
West  Point  and  Macon  roads  and  com- 
pletely destroy  them.  Kilpatrick 
crossed  the  West  Point  road  at  Fair- 
burn  and  struck  the  Macon  road  a 
short  distance  north  of  Jonesboro 
where  he  encountered  Ross'  brigade 
of  cavalry  and  drove  it  through  Jones- 
boro. Kilpatrick  then  began  the  de- 
struction of  the  railroad  but  had  made 


Nashville,  Wheeler  destroyed  the 
railroad  near  Marietta,  Calhoun, 
Adairsville  and  Dalton,  captured  over 
1,000  head  of  beef,  and,  after  demon- 
strating on  Dalton  and  Resaca,  was 
driven  into  east  Tennessee.  On  Au- 
gust 16  Sherman  had  issued  an  order 
for  a  general  advance  upon  the  West 
Point  and  Macon  Railroads  but 
Wheeler's  raid  caused  him  to  suspend 
this  order  and,  instead,  he  directed 
Kilpatrick  with  5,000  cavalry  to  move 


little  progress  in  his  task  when  Jack- 
son's brigades  of  cavalry  and  infan- 
try came  up  from  the  south  and  com- 
pelled him  to  retreat.  Thereupon  Kil- 
patrick made  a  circuit,  struck  the  rail- 
road at  Lovejoy's,  and  there  encoun- 
tered another  Confederate  force 
through  which  he  cut  his  way  and 
reached  Decatur,  near  Atlanta,  on  the 
22d.  Kilpatrick 's  work  of  destruc- 
tion did  not  satisfy  Sherman,  how- 
ever, and  he  renewed  his  order  for  the 
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movement  of  the  whole  army.  On  the 
night  of  August  1^5  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta was  raised.  Stanley's  4th  corps 
drew  up  from  the  left  and  moved  to 
the  right,  closing  up  with  the  lith  near 
Utoy,  while  the  20th  corps  fell  back  to 
an  intrenched  position  covering  the 
Chattahoochee  bridge  and  the  army 
hospitals.  On  the  night  of  the  26th 
Howard's  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
made  a  wide  circuit  and  took  position 
on  the  right  of  Thomas'  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  along  Utoy  Creek,  facing 
south,  the  Army  of  the  Oliio  remain- 
ing in  position  on  the  extreme  left. 
On  August  28,  making  a  general  left 
wheel  pivoting  on  Schofield's  army, 
both  Thomas  and  Howard  reached  the 
West  Point  road  extending  from  that 
location  to  Red  Oak  and  Fairburn, 
Schotield  closing  on  upon  Thomas'  left 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  Confed- 
erate works  covering  the  junction  of 
the  road  at  that  point.  The  next  day 
nearly  13  miles  of  the  railroad  was  de- 
stroyed, and  on  the  30th  the  entire 
army  moved  forward  for  the  Macon 
road.  Schofield  approached  it  near 
Rough  and  Ready  on  the  left  and  pre- 
sented a  bold  front  toward  East 
Point;  Thomas  in  the  centre  reached 
Couch's  on  the  Fayetteville  and  Deca- 
tur road  after  experiencing  but  little 
opposition;  and  Howard  on  the  right, 
after  a  sharp  engagement  with  the 
Confederate  cavalry,  saved  the  bridge 
over  Flint  River  and  sending  over 
part  of  his  command  halted  at  night 
within    half    a    mile    of   Jonesboro.* 


Finding  liimself  in  front  of  a  large 
force,  Schofield,  on  the  morning  of 
August  31,  disposed  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  for  battle,  with  Logan's 
15th  corps  on  the  left,  Ransom's  16th 
corps  on  the  right  and  Blair's  17th 
corps  in  the  rear  of  Logan's  left. 

When  Sherman  began  his  movement 
on  the  night  of  the  25tli  Stephen  D. 
Lee's  corps  of  Hood's  army  covered 
the  railroad  from  near  Atlanta  to  a 
place   nearly  a  mile   south   of  East 


Cox,  Atlanta,  p.  188  et  seq. 


Point.  Hardee's  corps  was  on  Lee's 
left,  while  Hood  held  Atlanta  with 
Stewart's  corps  and  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia. On  the  30th  Hood  ordered  Har- 
dee, with  his  own  corps  and  Lee's,  to 
move  rapidly  to  Jonesboro  and  crush 
Howard  on  the  morning  of  the  31st. 
At  noon  of  that  day  both  Hardee  and 
Lee  were  in  Howard's  front,  and  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  assault 
was  made.  For  two  hours  the  fighting- 
was  severe,  but  finally  Hardee  was  re- 
pulsed with  a  loss  of  about  1,700  men 
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while  the  Union  loss  was  only  179 
killed  and  wounded.  That  evening- 
Hood  ordered  Lee's  corps  to  march 
back  and  take  position  at  Rough  and 
Ready.*  Sherman  immediately  sent 
Thomas  and  Schofield  to  Howard 's  as- 
sistance and  dispatched  Kilpatrick 
down  the  western  bank  of  the  Flint 
to  strike  the  road  south  of  Jonesboro. 
At  noon  of  September  1  Davis'  14th 
corps  joined  Howard's  left,  relieving 
Blair  who  was  deputed  to  support 
Kilpatrick.  By  this  time  Lee's  corps 
had  gone  but  Hardee  was  still  in  posi- 
tion and  intrenched,  covering  Jones- 
boro on  the  north.  At  4  p.  m.  Davis 
charged  the  Confederate  works  and 
carried  parts  of  them,  capturing  Gen- 
eral Govan  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  brigade  and  two  4-gun  batteries. 
Stanley  and  Schofield  reached  the  field 
too  late  to  take  part  in  the  engage- 
ment. During  the  night  Hardee  re- 
treated to  Lovejoy's  Station,  where- 
upon Sherman  started  after  him  in 
hot  pursuit.  The  Union  loss  on  Sep- 
tember 1  was  223  killed,  946  wounded 
and  105  missing.  The  Confederate 
loss  is  not  fully  known  but  it  must 
have  been  nearly  the  same.  The  result 
of  this  battle  was  the  fall  of  Atlanta. 
Before  Hood  learned  how  Hardee's 
attack  on  August  31  had  turned  out 


he  ordered  Lee  to  return  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Atlanta  to  make  a  movement 
on  Sherman's  flank  or  to  cover  the 
evacuation  of  the  city.  Lee  received 
the  order  at  midnight  and  was  halted 
next  morning  about  six  miles  from  At- 
lanta. Meanwhile  Hood  had  learned 
of  Hardee's  failure  and  ordered  Lee 
to  join  Hardee,  which  he  did  on  Sep- 
tember 2.  At  5  o'clock  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  1st  Hood  marched  out  of 
Atlanta  with  Stewart's  corps  on  the 
McDonough  road ;  the  Georgia  militia 
was  sent  to  Covington  and  at  night  the 
rear  guard  blew  up  some  abandoned 
ammunition  trains.  On  the  morning 
of  the  2d  Slocum's  20th  corps  entered 
the  city,  and  on  the  4th  Sherman,  turn- 
ing his  back  on  the  Confederates  at 
Lovejoy's,  marched  his  army  to  East 
Point  and  Atlanta.  During  the  en- 
tire campaign  from  Maj^  to  Septem- 
ber the  Union  losses  were  4,423  killed, 
22,822  wounded  and  4,442  missing,  an 
aggregate  of  31,687.  The  Confed- 
erate losses  were  3,044  killed,  18,952 
wounded  and  12,983  prisoners,  a  total 
of  .34,979.* 


*  Hood,  Advance  and  Retreat,  p.  205. 


*  O/ficial  Records,  vol.  xxxviii.;  Battles  and 
Leaders,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  247-344;  Bowman,  Sherman 
and  his  Campaigns ;  Sherman,  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.; 
Van  Home,  History  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, vol.  ii.;  Cox,  Atlanta,  p.  207  et  seq.;  Co?i- 
fcderate  Military  History,  vol.  v..  pp.  333-340; 
vol.  vi.,  pp.  345-349;  vol.  viii.,  pp.  140-142.  See 
also  the  biographies  of  the  generals  engaged. 
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